
American Jewish History 

Handout - Lesson #8 

 

1. Depression and a Second World War 

2. Moving on Up 

3. Jewish Gangsters 

4. Responding to German Atrocities 

5. Charles Lindberg 

6. The 1936 Olympics 

7. Voyage of the Doomed 

 

 

Reading #1 – Catskill Institute 

“New Yorkers hungry for mountain air, good food, and the American way of leisure 

came to the mountains by the thousands, and by the 1950s, more than a million 

people inhabited the summer world of bungalow colonies, summer camps, and small 

hotels. These institutions shaped American Jewish culture, enabling Jews to become 

more American while at the same time introducing the American public to immigrant 

Jewish culture.” 

 

 

Reading #2 – Jewish News of Northern California, June 29, 1997  

Asked where gambling entrepreneur Alex Dubitsky was murdered, the owner of one 

of many outdoor restaurants in Netanya's Independence Square pointed to a side 

table at "David's," an adjacent eatery "Now don't ask me any more questions," he 

said. 

 

Asked about the extortion, arsons and other murders connected to the local gambling 

wars, the owner of another restaurant in the Square said, "Nobody here will tell you 

about it. Only the police. You know how it is." 

 

Netanya, a coastal city of 170,000 people located 20 miles north of Tel Aviv, has a 

new image. It used to be known as a working and small-business-class town that 

catered to tourists, and as a cheaper and less crowded urban alternative to Tel Aviv, 

one which had grown fast in recent years with new immigrants. 

 

Since May 26, though, Netanya has come to be thought of by Israelis as simply 

"Chicago." That image grows at a time when Israeli police are investigating alleged 

ties between Knesset members and alleged Russian Israeli mobster Gregory Lerner, 

also known as Zvi Ben-Ari.  

 

 



Reading #3 – Charles Lindbergh – DeMoines, Iowa, 1941 

The three most important groups which have been pressing this country toward war 

are the British, the Jews and the Roosevelt administration… It is not difficult to 

understand why Jewish people desire the overthrow of Nazi Germany. The 

persecution they suffered in Germany would be sufficient to make bitter enemies of 

any race. 

 

“No person with a sense of the dignity of mankind can condone the persecution of the 

Jewish race in Germany. But no person of honesty and vision can look on their pro-

war policy here today without seeing the dangers involved in such a policy both for 

us and for them. Consider agitating for war, Jews in this country should be opposing 

it in every way, for they will be the first to feel its consequences… Their greatest 

danger to the country lies in their large ownership and influence in our motion 

pictures, our press, our radio and our government.” 

 

 

 

 


