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Reading #1 

A merchant suffered a disastrous loss when his business burned down, destroying 

all of his merchandise.  He was uninsured and owed his supplier a huge sum of 

money.  There was no way he could possibly raise enough money to pay the debt, 

and he became very depressed.  His friends advised him to go to his supplier and 

tell him what had happened.  Surely the supplier would be considerate and 

arrange reasonable terms for payment of the debt. 

 

The merchant accepted this advice and traveled to the city of the supplier.  

However, when he approached the supplier’s office and realized that he was in 

such terrible straits that he had to beg for mercy, he was overcome with depression 

and began to cry.  The supplier, hearing someone weeping, went to investigate.  

Seeing one of his best customers in tears, he invited him into his office.  When the 

merchant calmed down, he told the supplier what had happened, and asked if he 

could make some accommodation so that he could repay the debt. 

 

The supplier was deeply moved by the merchant’s plight.  He said, “My friend, do 

not worry about repayment now.  Of course, I will sharply reduce the debt.  

Furthermore, I will lend you 2,000 rubles and give you enough merchandise so 

that you can go into business again.  Eventually you will make enough profit to 

repay me.  He encouraged and comforted the merchant and wished him well. 

 

Upon returning to the inn where he was lodging, the merchant was in high spirits 

and told some of the other guests about his good fortune.  Hearing the story, one of 

the guests went to the supplier’s office and began crying aloud.  When the supplier 

asked him why he was crying, he said this business had failed and the he was in 

need of funds to start up again.  The supplier gave him a donation of two rubles. 

 

“Two rubles is all you are giving me?” the man asked.  “Why, I know that you 

gave another merchant 2,000 rubles and a huge supply of merchandise. 

 

The supplier said, “You fool!  That merchant has been doing business with me for 

twenty years.  During that time, I made considerable profit transacting with him.  

Now that he has fallen on hard times, it is only fair that I help him.  But you!  I 

have never seen you before.  I have never profited a single cent from you.  What 

right do you have to expect me do for you what I did for him!” 



The Maggid continued.  “When a Jew who has been going to shul to pray every 

day and has done his best to obey God’s will makes his moral inventory before 

Rosh Hashanah and realizes how derelict he was in serving God properly, he 

comes to shul and tearfully asks God for forgiveness.  God feels this person’s 

broken heart, and gladly forgives him, blessing him with a year of prosperity.  He 

knows this merchant will do his utmost to repay the debt.  But those who are 

negligent in observant God’s commandments and come to shul only once a year, 

they are much like the person who expects a handsome donation from the supplier 

with whom he never did any business.  Is this not a chutzpah that they may 

unreasonable requests from God?” 

 

 

Reading #2 

“On Rosh Hashanah all the inhabitants of the world pass before God in judgment 

like a flock of sheep.  All on judged on Rosh Hashanah, and the verdict is sealed on 

Yom Kippur.” 

 

 

 

The Legend of Rabbi Amnon   (Reading #3) 

Rabbi Amnon is approached by the local bishop, who asks him to convert.  He puts 

the bishop off, saying he will think about it and return word in three days.  Almost 

immediately, however, consumed with remorse for even suggesting that he might 

apostacize, he refuses to appear when the three days are over.  Perturbed by the 

slight, the bishop dispatches soldiers to bring him to the castle by force.  When 

asked why he failed to appear of his own free will, Amnon explains that he should 

never have promised to come in the first place.  Even saying he would is a grievous 

enough sin to deserve punishment, which he is perfectly willing, even anxious, to 

undergo.  Since it is his tongue that sinned, his tongue should be cut from his 

mouth.  The bishop, however, maintains that the sin was performed by Amnon’s 

feet, which he did not use to carry him to the palace as he had promised.  He 

thereupon orders that Amnon’s toes and fingers be hacked off. 

 

What is then left of Amnon is then carried on a knight’s shield back to the Jewish 

quarter.  When Rosh Hashanah next arrives, Amnon asks to be delivered to the 

synagogue where he is placed next to the prayer leader, alongside his amputated 

parts.  As the leader is about to recite the Kedushah – the prayer specifying God’s 

sanctity – Amnon asks him to wait a minute while he, Amnon, “sanctifies God’s 

name.” 



“As so, let holiness rise up to You,” he begins, after which he recites Unetaneh 

Tokef, a prayer no one has ever heard before.  When he finishes, he disappears 

from before the congregation, somehow taken by God from this world.  Three days 

later, he reappears in a dream to “Rabbi Kalonymus ben Meshullam” to teach him 

the prayer and instruct him to publicize it far and wide throughout the diaspora.   

 
 

Reading #4 

Let us speak of the sacred power of this day – profound and awe-inspiring.  On it, 

Your sovereignty is celebrated, and Your throne, from which You rule in truth, is 

established with love.  Truly, You are Judge and Prosecutor, Expert, and Witness, 

completing the indictment, bringing the case, and enumerating the counts.  You 

recall all this is forgotten, and will open the book of remembrance, which speaks 

for itself, for our own hands have signed the page. 

 

The great shofar will be sounded and the still small voice will be heard.  Angels 

will be alarmed, seized with fear and trembling, declaring, “This very day is the 

Day of Judgment” – for even the hosts of heaven are judged; no one is innocent in 

your sight.  All that lives on earth will pass before You like a flock of sheep.  As a 

shepherd examines the flock, making each sheep pass under the staff, so You will 

review and number and count, judging each living being, determining the fate of 

everything in creation, inscribing their destiny. 

 

On Rosh Hashanah it is written, and the Fast of the Day of Atonement it is sealed! 

How many will pass on, and how many will be born;  

Who will live and who will die; 

Who will live a long life and who will come to an untimely end; 

Who will perish by fire and who by water; who by sword and who by beast;  

Who by hunger and who by thirst; who by earthquake and who by plague; 

Who will be strangled and who will be stoned; 

Who will be at peace and who will be troubled; 

Who will be serene and who will be disturbed; 

Who will be tranquil and who will be tormented; 

Who will be impoverished and who will be enriched; 

Who will be brought low and who will be raised up. 

 

But Teshuvah, Tefillah, and Tzedakah have the power to  

transform the harshness of our destiny. 

 



Text #1 

ת  ב ָעָליו ֶבֱאמֵֹ שֵֹ  ְוִיּכֹון ִבֶחֶסד ִּכְסֶאָך  ְוֹתֵֹ
 

Your throne will be established with love (chesed) and  

You will reign from it in truth (emet) 

 

 

Text #2 

ֶפר ַהִזְכרֹונֹות  ְשָּכחֹות  ְוִתְפַתח ֶאת סֵֹ  ְוִתְזֹּכר ָּכל ַהֹנִ
 

And you will remember everything that has been forgotten, 

and You will open the book of memories. 

 

 

Text #3 

א ְוחֹוַתם ַיד ָּכל ָאָדם בוֹ ו  ָליו ִיָקרֵֹ אֵֹ  מֵֹ
 

And it will be read from: everyone’s signature is in it. 

 

 

Text #4 

שֹוָפר ָגדֹול ִיָתַקע  ְוקֹול ְד  ָשַמע וֹבְ  ָמָמה ַדָקה ֹיִ
 

And a great shofar will be sounded and a thin whisper of sound will be heard. 

 

 

Text #5 

מון.....  בון  וְביֹום צֹום ִּכּפוּר יֵָֹחתֵֹ ָשָנה ִיָּכתֵֹ  ְבֹרֹאש ֹהַ

שוָבה וְתִפיָלה וצְ  ָרה וֹתְ  ָדָקה ַמֲעִביִרין ֶאת ֹרַע ַהְגזֵֹ

 

On Rosh Hashanah they will be written down and on Yom Kippur they will be 

sealed...But teshuvah, tefillah and tzedakah help the hardship of the decree pass 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reading #5 

When we really begin a new year it is decided, 

And when we actually repent it is determined: 

 Who shall be truly alive 

And who shall merely exist; 

Who shall be happy 

And who shall be miserable: 

 Who shall attain fulfillment in his days 

 And who shall not attain fulfillment in his days; 

Who shall be tormented by the fire of ambition 

And whose hopes shall be quenched by the waters of failure; 

 Who shall be pierced the sharp sword of envy 

 And who shall be torn by the wild beast of resentment; 

Who shall hunger for companionship 

And shall thirst for approval; 

 Who shall be shattered by the earthquake of social change 

 And who shall be plagued by the pressures of conformity; 

 

Who shall be strangled by insecurity 

And who shall be stoned into submission; 

 Who shall be content with his lot;  

 And who shall go wandering in search of satisfaction; 

Who shall be serene 

And who shall be distraught; 

 Who shall be at ease 

 And who shall be afflicted with anxiety; 

Who shall be poor in his own eyes 

And who shall be rich in tranquility; 

 Who shall be brought down with futility 

 And who shall be exalted through achievement. 

But teshuvah, tefillah and tzedakah 

Have the power to change the character of our lives. 

 

Therefore, let us resolve 

To repent, to pray, and to do good deeds 

So that we may being a truly new year. 

 


