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History of Anti-Semitism 

Cantor Mark Levine 

 

 

Unit #9 -  Enlightenment 

 

1. Moses Mendelsohnn 

2. The French Revolution and the Jews 

a. Voltairre 

b. Napoleon 

3. German Nationalism and German Jews 

4. Pogroms, Riots and Racism 

 

 

 

Reading #1 

There is no such thing as a Christian Commonwealth…Neither Pagan nor Muslim 

nor Jew, ought to be excluded from the civil rights of the commonwealth because 

of his religion. 

       John Locke, England 1689 

All religions are equal and good, if only the people that practice them are honest 

people; and if Turks and heathens came and wanted to live here in this country, we 

would build them mosques and churches. 

     Frederick II, King of Prussia, 1740 

 

Reading #2 

The Jews should be denied everything as a nation, but granted everything as 

individuals.  They must be citizens…It is intolerable that the Jews should become a 

separate political formation or class in the country.  Every one of them must 

inform us and we shall then be compelled to expel them.  The existence of a nation 

within a nation is unacceptable in our country. 
 

 

 

Reading #3 – Voltaire: The Philosophy of History 1765 

I shall not examine what right Joshua had to come and destroy villages in Canaan, 

where his name had never been heard of before.  The Jews claimed that they were 

descended from Abraham who traveled in that country about 400 years before.  
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Therefore, said Joshua, your country belongs to us…It is not at all astonishing that 

the neighboring people should unite against the Jews, who in their eyes could only 

appear as a band of execrable robbers and depredators; and not as the sacred 

instruments of divine vengeance and the future salvation of the human race. 

 

The Jews boast of having issued from Egypt like a band of robbers carrying away 

everything they had borrowed from the Egyptians.  They glory in having spared 

neither age, sex, nor infancy, in the villages and towns they subdued.  They have 

the effrontery to display an irreconcilable hatred against other nations – they 

revolt against all their masters – ever superstitious – ever envious of others’ good 

– ever barbarous – and ever servile in misfortune, and insolent in prosperity. 
 

Reading #4 

[It is necessary to] reduce, if not destroy, the tendency of Jewish people to practice 

a very great number of activities that are harmful to civilization and to public 

order in society in all the countries of the world. It is necessary to stop the harm by 

preventing it; to prevent it, it is necessary to change the Jews. [...] Once part of 

their youth will take its place in our armies, they will cease to have Jewish 

interests and sentiments; their interests and sentiments will be French. 
 

Reading #5 

I wanted to make them leave off usury, and become like other men...by putting 

them upon an equality, with Catholics, Protestants, and others, I hoped to make 

them become good citizens, and conduct themselves like others of the 

community...as their rabbis explained to them, that they ought not to practice usury 

to their own tribes, but were allowed to do so with Christians and others, that, 

therefore, as I had restored them to all their privileges...they were not permitted to 

practice usury with me or them, but to treat us as if we were of the tribe of Judah. 

Besides, I should have drawn great wealth to France as the Jews are very 

numerous, and would have flocked to a country where they enjoyed such superior 

privities. Moreover, I wanted to establish a universal liberty of conscience.  
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Reading #6 

I have undertaken to reform the Jews, but I have not endeavoured to draw more of 

them into my realm. Far from that, I have avoided doing anything which could 

show any esteem for the most despicable of mankind.  
 

Reading #7 

... I walked all the way to the Waldhorngasse. There I caught sight of the 

commandant of the city, General Bruckner, on horseback, and as there was still 

sporadic shouting, he told his patrol: "Let the bastards shout away if they insist, 

but the minute they do something dumb, let them have it!" Everyone in town was 

standing at their open windows, and I went back slowly, close to the buildings, so 

that I could hear what was being said and assess the mood.  

Children were playing in front of the doorsteps, laughing and giggling; theytold 

about the day's events with childish interest. But none of the men or women 

admonished them or even engaged them in serious conversation. And there was 

even less chance of seeing a priest, even though in my opinion this was truly where 
they ought to have been, as teachers of the religion that holds love in such esteem. 

How corrupt people really are and how inadequate their sense of law and justice 

not to mention their love of humanity - is clear from the fact that there was no 

indignation expressed at these incidents, not even in the official papers... The 

townspeople are said to have been angry with Bruckner for closing the taverns 

right away. They threatened to tear him off his horse." 
 

 

Reading #8 

“I see no other way of doing this except to cut off all their heads one night and 

substitute other heads without a single Jewish thought in them.  How shall we 

defend ourselves against them?  I see no alternative but to conquer their promised 

land for them and to dispatch them all there.  If there were granted civil rights they 

would trample on other citizens.” 
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Reading #9 

Baptized or not, it’s all the same.  We don’t hate the religion of the Jews but the 

many hateful characteristics of these Asiatics, among them their so frequent 

impudence and presumption, their immorality and frivolity, their noisy behavior, 

and the so frequently base approach to life….They belong to no people, no State, 

no community; they rove about the world as adventurers, sniffing around…and 

they stay where they find lots of opportunity for speculation.  Where things go 

quietly and in accordance with the law, there they find it uncomfortable. 
 

 

 


