
1 

History of Anti-Semitism 

Cantor Mark Levine 

 

 

Unit #7 -  Protest and Toleration 

 

1. The Power of the Printing Press 

a. The Emergence of Humanism 

b. The Battle of the Pamphlets 

2. Religious Revolution – Martin Luther 

a. Luther and the Jews 

3. Catholic Responses 

a. Fight Against Heresy 

b. Segregation and Ghettos 

i. Pluses and Minuses 

4. Calvinists  

5. Roger Williams and George Washington 

 

 

Reading #1 – Martin Luther 1523 

If I had been a Jew and had seen such idiots and blockheads ruling and teaching 

the Christian religion, I would sooner have become a pig than a Christian… 

 

I would advise and beg everybody to deal kindly with the Jews and to instruct them 

in the Scriptures; in such a case we could expect them to come over to us.  If, 

however, we use brute force and slander them, saying that they need the blood of 

Christians to get rid of their stench and I know not what other nonsense of that 

kind, and treat them like dogs, what good can we expect of them?...Finally, how 

can we expect them to improve if we forbid them to work among us and to have 

social intercourse with us, and so force them into usury? 

 

If we wish to make them better, we must deal with them not according to the law of 

the pope but according to the law of Christian charity.  We must receive them 

kindly and allow them to compete with us in earning a livelihood, so that they may 

have a good reason to be with us and among us and an opportunity to witness 

Christian life and doctrine; and if some remain obstinate, what of it?  Not every 

one of us is a good Christian. 
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Reading #2  - Martin Luther (1542) - “Concerning the Jews and Their Lies.” 

I do not propose to convert the Jews, for that is impossible…They have failed to 

learn any lesson from the terrible distress that has been theirs for over fourteen 

hundred years in exile.  Nor can they obtain an end or definite terminus of 

his…God’s wrath is proof that the Jews, surely rejected by God are no longer His 

people, and neither is He any longer their God… 

 

The entire course of the history of Israel and Judah is pervaded by blasphemy of 

God’s word, by persecution, derision, and murder of the prophets.  Judging them 

by history, these people must be called wanton murderers of the prophets and 

enemies of God’s word.  Whoever reads the Bible cannot draw any other 

conclusion…So it became apparent that they were a defiled bride, yes, an 

incorrigible whore and an evil slut with whom God ever had to wrangle, scuffle 

and fight…The wicked Jews cannot be God’s people and their lineage, 

circumcision, and law of Moses cannot help them… 

 

The devil with all his angels has taken possession of this people…God often 

wanted to exterminate them, but Moses interceded for them…They are like the 

devil, who knows very well that God’s word is truth and yet with deliberate malice 

contradicts and blasphemes it… 

 

What shall we Christians do with this rejected and condemned people, the Jews?  

Since they live among us, we dare not tolerate their conduct, now that we are 

aware of their lying and blaspheming.  If we do, we become sharers in their lies, 

cursing and blasphemy.  Thus we cannot extinguish the unquenchable fire of divine 

wrath, of which the prophets speak, nor can we convert the Jews.  With prayer and 

the fear of God we must practice a sharp mercy to see whether we might save at 

least a few from the glowing flames.  We care not avenge ourselves.  Vengeance a 

thousand times worse than we could wish them already has them by the throat.  I 

shall give you [the princes and civil powers] my sincere advice: 

 

First, their synagogues or churches should be set on fire, and whatever does not 

burn up should be covered or spread over with dirt so that no one may ever be able 

to see a cinder or stone of it… 
 

Secondly, their homes should likewise be broken down and destroyed.  For they 

perpetuate the same things there that they do in their synagogues… 
 

Thirdly, they should be deprived of their prayer-books and Talmud in which such 

idolatry, lies, cursing, and blasphemy are taught… 
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Fourthly, their rabbis must be forbidden under threat of death to teach any more… 
 

Fifthly…traveling privileges should be absolutely forbidden to the Jews…Let them 

stay at home… 
 

Sixthly, they ought to be stopped from usury.  All their cash and valuables of silver 

and gold ought to be taken from them and put aside for safe keeping… 
 

Seventhly, let the young and strong Jews and Jewesses be given the flail, the ax, 

the hoe, the spade, the distaff, and spindle, and let them earn their bread…as is 

enjoined upon Adam’s children… 
 

If, however, we are afraid that they might harm us personally, or our wives, 

children, servants, cattle, etc., when they serve us or work for us…then let us apply 

the same cleverness (expulsion) as the other nations, such as France, Spain, 

Bohemia, etc., and settle with them for that which they have extorted usuriously 

from us, and after having divided it up fairly, let us drive them out of the country 

for all time… 

 

Rulers and clergy must act like a good physician who, when gangrene has set in, 

proceeds without mercy to cut, saw, and burn flesh, veins, bone and marrow.  Such 

a procedure must be followed in this instance… 

 
Reading #3 – Council of Trent (1553) 

In the guilt of the crucifixion are involved all those who frequently fell into sin; for 

as our sins consigned Christ to death on the cross, most certainly those who 

wallow in sin and iniquity themselves crucify again the Son of God.  This guilt 

seems more enormous in us than in the Jews since, according to the testimony of 

the apostle, if they had known it they would never have crucified the Lord of glory; 

while, we, on the contrary, professing to know him yet denying him by our actions, 

seem in some sort to lay violent hands on him. 
 

 

Reading #4 – Pope Paul IV (1555) 

“It is absurd and inconvenient that the Jews, who through their own fault were 

condemned by God to eternal slavery, can…show such ingratitude towards 

Christians and affront them by asking for their mercy.  They have become so bold 

as to not only live amongst Christians but near their churches without any 

distinctive clothing.” 
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