
1 

History of Anti-Semitism 

Cantor Mark Levine 

 

 

Unit #4 -  Holy Wars 

 

1. The Reemergence of Christianity from the Dark Ages 

 

2. Augustinian Teachings 

 

3. Jewish Privileges  

 

4. First Crusade 

 

5. Money Lending 

 

6. The Demonic Image of the Jew 

 

 

Reading #1 - The Privilegium of Rudiger given to the Jews of Speyer, 1084 

[Document detailing trade and settlement privileges granted to the Jewish 

community of Speyer(Germany) by Bishop Rudiger in 1084] 

 

In the name of the Holy Trinity which is not divided. I, Rudiger, also 

called by the name Hoizman, Bishop of Speyer, hereby turning the town 

Speyer into a city, have thought to enhance greatly the honor of our city 

by bringing Jews to settle here within. 
 

And the Jews that I have brought have settled outside of the community 

and away from the place where the other residents live; and in order to 

ensure that they are not vulnerable to the attacks of the common folk I 

have surrounded them with a wall. And the place of their settlement, 

which I have personally acquired, legally and justly – for this hill I have 

myself purchased, one part in silver and one part in trade, and the valley I 

have received as a gift from its owners – I have given over to them on 

condition that every year they pay three pounds and a half in silver...for 

the general needs of the brothers (monks). 
 

I have given them the right to trade in silver and gold, to buy and sell as 

they see fit within their settlement and outside as far as the harbor and the 
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boats. This right has been granted within the rest of the town as well. 

In addition I have given them a plot of church land for a cemetery. 

To this I have added that a strange Jew who comes to visit with them is 

not obliged to pay a customs charge. 

 

As the ruler of a city amongst its citizens, so is the Archysynagogus 

(Rosh HaKnesset) among the Jews. He must settle all disagreements and 

legal conflicts among them. But if there is a case that he is unable to 

resolve, the matter should be brought before the bishop or before his 

courtier. 

 

The guard at night and the protection of the walls is their responsibility 

only in the place of their settlement...they may hire midwives and 

servants from among us. They are permitted to sell us meat that they have 

slaughtered and will not eat and it is permitted for Christians to buy it. 

In sum, I have given them privileges the likes of which have never been 

enjoyed by the Jews amongst the towns of the Teutons. And so that no 

man will detract from these rights and conditions or impose a tax upon 

them claiming that they themselves have taken these rights and that they 

were not granted by a bishop, I myself have written these conditions in 

my own hand and signed them with my own seal....given on the 13th day 

of September 1084, on the 12th year of my rule as bishop in this place. 

 

 

Reading #2 – Pope Urban II, November 1095 

Let none of your possessions detain you, no solicitude for your family affairs, since 

this land which you inhabit, shut in on all sides by the seas and surrounded by 

mountain peaks (Alps and Pyranees), is too narrow for your large population; nor 

does it abound in wealth; and it furnishes scarcely enough food for its cultivators.   

Hence it is that you murder one another, that you wage war, and that frequently 

you perish by mutual wounds.  Let therefore hatred depart from among you, let 

your quarrels  end, let wars cease, and let all dissensions and controversies 

slumber.  Enter upon the road to the Holy Sepulcher; wrest that land from the 

wicked race (Muslims), and subject it to yourselves. 
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Reading #3 – Chronicler of the Events of Worms 

Enemies of the Jews plotted craftily against them.  They took a trampled corpse of 

a theirs, that had been buried thirty days earlier, and carried it through the city, 

saying: “Behold what the Jews have done to our comrade.  They took a gentile and 

boiled him in water.  They then poured the water into our wells to kill us.”  When 

the crusaders and burghers heard this, they cried out and gathered  - all who bore 

unsheathed a sword, from great to small – saying: “Behold, the time has come to 

avenge him who was crucified, whom their ancestors slew.  Now let not a remnant 

or a residue escape, even an infant…in the cradle. 

 

Reading #3 – Chronicler of the Events of Mainz 

Enemies of the Jews plotted craftily against them.  They took a trampled corpse of 

a theirs, that had been buried thirty days earlier, and carried it through the city, 

saying: “Behold what the Jews have done to our comrade.  They took a gentile and 

boiled him in water.  They then poured the water into our wells to kill us.”  When 

the crusaders and burghers heard this, they cried out and gathered  - all who bore 

unsheathed a sword, from great to small – saying: “Behold, the time has come to 

avenge him who was crucified, whom their ancestors slew.  Now let not a remnant 

or a residue escape, even an infant…in the cradle. 

 

Reading #4 – Second Chronicler on the Events of Mainz 

The Jews all then drew near to the gate to do battle with the crusaders and the 

burghers…The enemy overcame them and captured the gate.  The men of the 

archbishop, who promised to assist, fled immediately, in order to turn them over to 

the enemy, for they are splintered reeds. 

 

Reading # 5 - The Christian Chronicler Albert of Aix described these horrific 

events:     

 

Having broken the locks and knocked in the doors, they seized and killed seven 

hundred who vainly sought to defend themselves against forces far superior to 

their own; the women were also massacred, and the young children, whatever their 

sex, were put to the sword.  The Jews, seeing the Christians rise as enemies against 

them and their children, with no respect for the weakness of age, took arms in turn 

against  their co-religionists, against their wives, their children, their mothers, and 

their sisters and massacred their own.  A horrible thing to tell of – the mothers 

seized the sword, cut the throats of the children at their breast, choosing to destroy 
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themselves with their own hands rather to succumb to the blows of the 

uncircumcised.” 

 

Reading #6 – In France, the Abbe Pierre of Cluny challenged his parishioners: 

“What is the good of going to the ends of the world, at great loss of men and 

money, to fight he Saracens, when we permit among us other infidels a thousand 

times more guilty towards Christ than the Mohammedans?” 

 

Reading #7  The Chronicler Fruitolf contemptuously reported:   

“In the villages they traversed the Crusaders killed or forced baptism upon what 

remained of those impious Jews, who are truly enemies which the Church tolerates 

in its bosom.  Of those there were a certain number that returned to Judaism, even 

as dogs to their own vomit.” 

 

 


