
1 

History of Anti-Semitism 

Cantor Mark Levine 

 

 

Unit #3 -  Early Islamic Anti-Semitism 

 

1. The Rise of Islam and its Jewish Influences 

 

2. The Constitution of Medina 

 

3. Jewish Opposition & Muhammed’s Response 

 

4. Islamic Victories and Control 

 

5. The Pact of Umar 

 

6. Christian and Jewish responses 

 

 

Reading #1   

“Unbelievers are those that say Allah is one of three.  There is but one God.  If 

they do not desist from so saying, those of them that disbelieve shall be sternly 

punished.” 

 

Reading #2 – Constitution of Medina 

In the name of Allah, the Merciful, the Beneficent. 

 

This is a document from Muhammad the Prophet between the Believers and 

Muslims of Quraysh (Muhammad’s tribe) and Yathrib (Medina), and whoever 

follows them and are attached to them and strives with them.  They are a single 

community in the face of all men… 

 

A believer shall not kill a Believer for the sake of an unbeliever, nor shall he aid an 

unbeliever against a Believer. 

 

Allah’s protection is one; He grants protection even to the least among them.  The 

Believers are responsible for one another in the face of all other men. 
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Reading #3 – Constitution of Medina (continued) 

The peace of the Believers is one.  No Believer shall conclude a separate peace 

from another Believer fighting in the Path of Allah.  Rather it shall be for all 

equally… 

 

The Believer should avenge each other’s blood when it is spilled in the path of 

Allah. 

 

Reading #4 – Constitution of Medina (continued) 

Any Jew who follows us shall have aid and comfort.  Such a Jew shall not be 

oppressed nor his enemies aided against him… 

 

The Jews of the tribes in Medina are a community with the Believers.  The Jews 

have their religion and the Muslims have theirs.  This applies to their clients and 

themselves, except those who act wrongfully and sin, for they bring destruction 

upon themselves and their households. 

 

Reading #5 – Constitution of Medina (continued) 

If the Jews are called to make peace and maintain it, they must do so.  And if they 

call upon the Believers for the like of this, it is within their rights, except where one 

is fighting for the sake of the Faith. 

 

Reading #6 – Anwar Sadat, April 25, 1972 

“The most splendid thing our prophet Muhammad, God’s peace and blessing on 

him, did was to evict the Jews from the entire Arabian peninsula…I pledge to you 

that we will celebrate on the next anniversary, God willing and in this place with 

God’s help, not only the liberation of our land but also the defeat of Israeli conceit 

and arrogance so that they must once again return to the condition decreed in our 

holy book: ‘humiliation and wretchedness were stamped upon them’…We will not 

renounce this.” 

 

Reading #7 – Pact of Umar 

We shall keep our gates wide open for passersby and travelers. 

 

We shall provide three days’ food and lodging to any Muslims who pass our 

way. 

 

     We shall not shelter any spy in our churches or in our homes, nor shall  
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     we hide him from the Muslims. 

 

[Such promises were important at a time when the Muslims were still 

establishing control over an area.  Other promises are believed to have been 

added at a later time, including the following:] 

We shall not build, in our cities or in their neighborhood, any new 

monasteries, churches, hermitages or monks’ cells.  We shall not restore, 

by night or by day, any of them that have fallen into ruin or which are 

located in Muslim quarters. 

 

We shall not hold public religious ceremonies.  We shall not seek to 

proselytize anyone.  We shall not prevent any of our kin from embracing 

Islam if they so desire. 

 

We shall show deference to the Muslims and shall rise from our seats 

when they wish to sit down. 

 

We shall not seek to resemble the Muslims in any way with regard to 

their dress, as for example, with the… turban, sandals, or the parting of 

the hair (in the Arab fashion).  We shall not speak as they do, nor shall 

we adopt their surnames. 

 

We shall not ride on saddles. 

 

We shall not wear swords or bear weapons of any kind or every carry 

them with us… 

 

We shall not display our crosses or our books anywhere in the Muslims’ 

thoroughfares or in their marketplaces.  We shall only beat our clappers 

in our churches very quietly.  We shall not raise our voices when reciting 

the service in our churches nor when in the presence of Muslims.   

Neither shall we raise our voices in our funeral processions… We shall 

not come near the Muslims with our funeral processions. 

 

We shall not take any of the slaves that have been allotted to the 

Muslims. 

 

We shall not build our homes higher than theirs. 
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Reading #8 - Maimonides 
“It is on account of many sins that God has hurled us amidst this nation of hostile 

Ishmael…Never has a nation risen more injurious to us than this people; nor one 

which has come to degrade us and decimate us and make hating us their chief 

intent. 

 

 

 

 


