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History of Anti-Semitism 

Cantor Mark Levine 

 

 

Unit #2 -  Early Christian Anti-Semitism 

 

1. Jesus of Natzaret 

2. Early Christianity Evangelicalism  

3. The Fourth Century: A Turning Point 

4. St. John Chrysostom  

5. Augustinian Thought 

6. Historical causes for the charge of deicide 

7. The Impact of Gnosticism 

 

 

 

Reading #1 – Edict of Milan 

For example, in the year 315, Constantine issued the following edict: 

We wish to make it known to the Jews and their elders and their patriarchs that if, 

after the enactment of this law, any one of them dares to attack with stones or some 

other manifestation of anger another who has fled their dangerous sect and 

attached himself to the worship of God (Christianity), he must speedily be given to 

flames and burn – together with all his accomplices. 

 

Moreover, if any one of the population should join their abominable sect and 

attend their meetings, he will bear with them the deserved penalties.   

 

 

Reading #2 

From Saint John Chrysostom, The fathers of the Church, volume 68, Discourses 

against Judaizing Christians. 

 

What is this disease?  The festivals (Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur) of the pitiful 

and miserable Jews are soon to march upon us one after the other and in quick 

succession…There are many in our ranks who say they think as we do.  Yet some of 
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these are going to watch the festivals.  And others will join the Jews in keeping 

their feasts and observing their fasts.  I wish to drive this perverse custom from the 

Church right now… 

 

And so it is that I hast to anticipate this danger and prevent it… 

 

But do not be surprised that I called the Jews pitiable.  They really are pitiable and 

miserable.  When so many blessings from heaven came into their hands they thrust 

them aside and were at great pains to reject them…From their childhood they read 

the prophets, but they crucified him whom the prophets had foretold.  We did not 

hear the divine prophecies but we did worship him of whom they prophesied.  And 

so they are pitiful because they rejected the blessings which were sent to them, 

while others seized hold of those blessings and drew them to themselves… 

 

Many, I know, respect the Jews and think that their present way of life is a 

venerable one.  This is why I hasten to uproot and tear out this deadly 

opinion…The synagogue is not only a brothel and a theater; it is a den of robbers 

and a lodging for wild beasts…When God forsakes a people, what hope of 

salvation is left?  When God forsakes a  place, that place becomes the dwelling of 

demons. 

 

But at any rate the Jews say that they, too, adore God.  God forbid that I say that.  

No Jew adores God!  Who says so?  The Son of God says so.  For he said: “If you 

were to know my Father, you would also know me.  But you neither know me nor 

do you know my Father [John 8:19].  Could I produce a witness more trustworthy 

than the Son of God? 

 

If then, the Jews fail to know the Father, if they crucified the Son, if they thrust off 

the help of the Spirit, who should not make bold to declare plainly that the 

synagogue is a dwelling of demons?  God is not worshipped there.  Heaven forbid! 

From now on it remains a place of idolatry.  But still some people pay it honor as a 

holy place… 

 

In our churches we hear countless discourses on eternal punishments, on rivers of 

fire, on the venomous worm, on bonds that cannot be burst, on exterior darkness.  

But the Jews neither know nor dream of these things.  They live for their bellies, 

they gape for the things of this world, their condition no better than that of pigs or 

goats because of their wanton ways and excessive gluttony.  They know but one 

thing: to fill their bellies and be drunk, to get all cut and bruised, to be hurt and 

wounded fighting for their favorite charioteers… 
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Indeed the synagogue is less deserving of honor than any inn.  It is not merely a 

lodging place for robbers and cheats but also for demons.  This is true not only of 

the synagogues but also of the souls of the Jews, as I shall try to prove at the end of 

my discourse… 

 

But I must get back to those Christians who are sick.  Consider, then with whom 

they are sharing their fasts.  It is with those who shouted: “Crucify him, Crucify 

him”[Luke 27:25].  Is it not foolish to enter into fellowship with those who have 

committed outrages against God himself?  Is it not strange that those who worship 

the Crucified keep common festivals with those who crucified him?  Is it not a sign 

of folly and the worst madness? 

 

Since there are some who think of the synagogue as a holy place, I must say a few 

words to them.  Why do you reverence that place?  Must you not despise it, hold it 

in abomination, run away from it?  They answer that the Law and the books of the 

prophets are kept there.  What is this?  Will any place where these books are be a 

holy place?  By no means!  This is the reason above all others why I hate the 

synagogue and abhor it.  They have the prophets but do not believe them; they 

read the sacred writings but reject their witness – and this is a mark of men guilty 

of the greatest outrage. 

 

Tell me this.  If you were to see a venerable man, illustrious and renown, dragged 

off into a tavern or a den of robbers; if you were to see him outraged, beaten, and 

subjected there to the worst violence, would you have held that tavern or den in 

high esteem because that great and esteemed man had been inside it while 

undergoing that violent treatment?  I think not.  Rather, for this very reason you 

would have hated and abhorred the place. 

 

Let that be your judgment about the synagogue, too.  For they brought the book of 

Moses and the prophets with them into the synagogue, not to honor them but to 

outrage them with dishonor.  When they say that Moses and the prophets knew not 

Christ and said nothing of about his coming, what greater outrage could they do to 

those holy men than to accuse them of failing to recognize their Master, than to say 

that those saintly prophets are partners of their impiety?  And so it is that we must 

hate both them and their synagogue all the more because of their offensive 

treatment of those holy men. 

 

Therefore, flee the gatherings and the holy places of the Jews.  Let no many 

venerate the synagogue because of the holy books; let him hate and avoid it 
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because the Jews outrage and maltreat the holy ones, because they refuse to 

believe their words, because they accuse them of the ultimate impiety… 

 

Finally, if the ceremonies of the Jews move you to admiration, what do you have in 

common with us?  If the Jewish ceremonies are venerable and great, ours are lies.  

But if ours are true, as they are true, theirs are filled with deceit.  I am not 

speaking of the Hebrew Scriptures.  Heaven Forbid!  It was the scriptures which 

took me by the hand and led me to Christ.  But I am talking about the ungodliness 

and present madness of the Jews. 

 

Certainly it is the time for me to show that demons dwell in the synagogue, not only 

in the place itself, but also in the souls of the Jews. Do you see that demons dwell 

in their souls and that these demons are more dangerous than the ones of old?  

And this is very reasonable.  In the old days the Jews acted impiously toward the 

prophets; now they outrage Jesus Christ the Master of the prophets.  Tell me this.  

Do you not shudder to come into the same place with men possessed, who have so 

many unclean spirits, who have been reared amid slaughter and bloodshed?  Must 

you share a greeting with them and exchange a bare word?  Must you not turn 

away from them since they are the common disgrace and infection of the whole 

world?  Have they not come to every form of wickedness?  Have not all the 

prophets spent themselves making many and long speeches of accusation against 

them?  What tragedy, what manner of lawlessness have they not eclipsed by their 

blood-guiltiness? 

 

Tell me this.  If a man were to have slain your son, would you endure to look upon 

him, or to accept his greeting?  Would you not shun him as a wicked demon, as the 

devil himself?  They slew the Son of your Lord; do you have the boldness to enter 

with them under the same roof?  After he was slain he heaped such honor upon you 

that he made you his brother and co-heir.  But you dishonor him so much that you 

pay honor to those who slew him on the cross, that you observe with them the 

fellowship of the festivals, that you go to their profane places, enter their unclean 

doors, and share in the tables of demons.  For I am persuaded to call the fasting of 

the Jews a table of demons because they slew God.  If the Jews are acting against 

God, must they not be serving the demons…? 

 

What is it that you are rushing to see in the synagogue of the Jews who fight 

against God?...You should stay at home to weep and groan for them, because they 

are fighting against God’s command, and it is the devil who leads them in their 

revels and dance… 
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Meanwhile, I ask you to rescue your brothers [the Judaizers], to set them free from 

their error, and to bring them back to the truth…I want them to …free themselves 

from their wicked association with the Jews.  I want them to show themselves 

sincere and genuine Christians.  I want them to shun the evil gatherings of the 

Jews and their synagogues, both in the city and in the suburbs, because these are 

robbers’ dens and dwellings of demons…. 

 

 

 

Reading #3  

“Your father is the devil and you choose to carry out your father’s desires.  He was 

a murderer from the beginning, and is not rooted in the truth; there is no truth in 

him.  When he tells a lie he speaks according to his nature, for he is a liar and the 

father of lies.  But I speak the truth and therefore you do not believe me…He who 

has God for his father listens to God’s word.  You are not God’s children; that is 

why you do not listen. 

John 8:44-47 

 

 


