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History of Anti-Semitism 

Cantor Mark Levine 

 

Unit #12-  World War I and and the 1920’s  

1. Imagined enemies & Jewish Suffering 

2. “Jewish Control” and the Balfour Declaration 

3. Russian Revolution and Anti-Semitism 

4. Protocols of the Elders of Zion in Europe & Russia 

5. Jewish Suffering Throughout Europe 

6. The Protocols in America  (Henry Ford) 

7. The Doors of Immigration 

8. American Jewish Organizations 

9. Prelude to Disaster 

 

 

Reading #1 – S. Ansky 

At first, the slanderers did their work quietly and furtively.  But soon they took of 

their masks and accused the Jews openly… 

 

From the generals down to the lowest ensign, the officers knew how the czar, his 

family, the general staff and the commanders felt about Jews; and so they worked 

to outdo one another in their anti-Semitism.  The conscripts were less negative but 

hearing the venom of their superiors and reading about Jewish treason day after 

day they too came to suspect and hate Jews…. 

 

Every commander and every colonel who made a mistake had found a way to 

justify his crime, his incompetence, his carelessness.  He could make everything 

kosher by blaming his failures on a Jewish spy.  The officers, who accepted lies 

against Jews without question or investigation, were quick to settle accounts with 

the accused… 

 

The persecution reached mammoth proportions…When the Russian army passed 

through many towns and villages, especially when there were Cossacks, bloody 

pogroms took place.  The soldiers torched and demolished whole neighborhoods, 

looted the Jewish homes and shops, killed dozens of people for no reason, took 

revenge on the rest, inflicted the worst humiliation on them, raped women, injured 

children…A Russian officer talked about seeing Cossacks “playing with a Jewish 

two year old; one of them tossed the child aloft, and the others caught him on their 

swords.  After that, it was easy to believe the German newspapers when they wrote 

that the Cossacks hacked off peoples arms and legs and buried victims alive… 
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Reading #2 – Non Jewish Deputy in Russia’s Parliament 
The entire population was driven out within a few hours during the night…Old 

men, invalids and paralytics had to be carried in people’s arms because there were 

no vehicles.  The police…treated the Jewish refugees precisely like criminals.  At 

one station, for instance, the Jewish Commission of Homel was not even allowed to 

approach the trains to render aid to the refugees or to give them food and water.  

In one case, a train which was conveying the victims was completely sealed and 

when finally opened most of the inmates were found half-dead, sixteen down with 

scarlet fever and one with typhus. 

 

 

Reading #3 – John Ernest Hodgson, British Journalist 
The officers and the men of the army laid practically all of the blame for their 

country’s troubles on the Hebrew.  They held that the whole catastrophe had been 

engineered by some great and mysterious secret society of international Jews who, 

in the pay and at the orders of Germany, had seized the psychological moment and 

snatched the reins of government. 
 

 

Reading #4 – Henry Morgenthua, Jeish US Ambassador to Ottoman Empire 

 He argued: 

Under this plan, a Jew in Poland or Romania, for example, would soon face 

conflicting duties, and…any American who advocated such a conflict of 

allegiance for the Jews of central Europe would perhaps expose the Jews in 

America to the suspicion of harboring a similar desire. 

 Joseph Tenebaum, a Jew who grew up in Poland, disagreed: 

“Why does not America grant the Jews minority rights?” was the common 

question raised by most of the peace envoys.  The answer was: Because 

America, the great melting pot, does not preach nationalism.  There is no 

such thing as group rights in America, because fundamentally there is no 

such thing as national group denomination. 

 Such arguments convinced Louis Marshall.  He insisted: 

We must be careful not to permit ourselves to judge what is desirable for the 

people who live in Eastern Europe by the standards which prevail on Fifth 

Avenue or in the States of Maine or Ohio, where a different horizon from 

that which prevails in Poland, Galicia, Ukraine, or Lithuania bounds one’s 

vision. 
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Reading #5 –Hramn Goedshe  (1868) 
To concentrate in their hands all the capital of the nations of all lands; to secure 

possession of the land, railroads, mines, houses; to be at the head of all 

organizations, to occupy the highest governmental posts, to paralyze commerce 

and industry everywhere, to size the press, to direct legislation, public opinion and 

national movements – and all for the purpose of subjugating all nations on earth to 

their power. 

 
 

Reading #6 – The “Britons” 

Of course, Jews say the Protocols are a forgery.  But the Great War was no 

forgery; the fate of Russia is no forgery; and these were predicted by the Learned 

Elders as long ago as 1901.  The Great War was no German war –it was a Jew 

war.  It was plotted by Jews, and was waged by Jewry on the Stock Exchanges of 

the world.  The generals and admirals were all controlled by Jewry. 

 

 

Reading #7 – NY Times – August 17, 1920 
Leon Kaimaky (a commissioner  of the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society and 

publisher of the Jewish Daily News), returned recently from Europe, where he 

went, together with Jacob Massel, to bring about the reunion of the thousands of 

Jewish families that were separated by the war.  Mr. Kaimaky has been abroad 

since last February…In an article in the Jewish Daily News describing conditions 

in Eastern Europe, Mr. Kaimaky declared that “if there were in existence a ship 

that could hold 3 million human beings, the 3 million Jews of Poland would board 

it and escape to America. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4 

THE PROTOCOLS OF THE LEARNED ELDERS OF ZION 

A fundamental belief of anti-Semites is that Jews have formed a secret 

government, that is, at this very moment, conspiring to dominate the world.  To 

support this bizarre assertion, anti-Semites cite the Protocols of the Learned Elders 

of Zion, “the canonical text in the history of conspiracy theory,” which was forged 

by the tsar’s secret police in Paris.  The forger concocted a tale of an alleged 

meeting of Jewish elders in the ancient Jewish cemetery of Prague, where, in those 

eerie surroundings, they plotted to take over the world. 

 

After World War I, the work was taken very seriously, even by public figures, as it 

had been in 1905 by tsar and the Kaiser, for it: 
 

“satisfied a deep emotional need in the postwar world, providing a simple, 

all-embracing explanation for a bewildering series of events.  The fall of 

dynasties, the decline of aristocracy, bloody wars, national humiliation, the 

emergence of international communism, worthless currencies, the 

weakening hold of traditional religion, pornography, the “new woman,” 

jazz and a host of other unsettling trends were, each and every one, to be 

accounted for as parts of a well thought-out Jewish plan.” 

     Richard S. Levy, Anti-Semitism in the Modern World 
 

In various versions of the Protocols, excerpted below, the anonymous narrator is 

reportedly the Chief Rabbi, Satan or Theodor Herzl. 

 

From Protocol #1 

The political has nothing in common with the moral. The ruler who is governed by 

the moral is not a skilled politician, and is therefore unstable on his throne.  He 

who wishes to rule must have recourse both to cunning and to make-believe.  Great 

national qualities, like frankness and honesty, are vices in politics, for they bring 

down rulers from their thrones more effectively and more certainly than the most 

powerful enemy.  Such qualities must be the attributes of the kingdoms of the 

goyim, but we must in now wise be guided by them…. 

 

For the sake of victory, we must keep to the program of violence and deception.  

The doctrine of vengeance is precisely…the means by which we shall triumph and 

bring all governments into subjection to our super-government.  It is enough for 

them to know that we are merciless, for all disobedience will then cease. 
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From Protocol #2 

The administrators, whom we shall choose from among the public, with strict 

regard to their capacities, for service obedience, will not be persons trained in the 

arts of government, and will therefore easily become pawns in our game in the 

hands of men of learning and genius who will be their advisors, specialists bred 

and reared from early childhood to rule the affairs of the whole world… 

 
From Protocol #3 

We appear on the scene as alleged saviours of the worker from this oppression 

[poverty] when we propose to him to enter the ranks of our fighting forces – 

Socials, Anarchists, Communists – to whom we always give support in accordance 

with an alleged brotherly rule of our social masonry.  The aristocracy, which 

enjoyed by law the labour of the workers, was interested in seeing that the workers 

were well fed, healthy and strong.  We are interested in just the opposite – in the 

diminution, the killing out of GOYIM.  Our power is in the chronic shortness of 

food and physical weakness of the worker because by all that this implies he is 

made the slave of our will, and he will not find in his own authorities either 

strength or energy to set against our will.  Hunger creates the right of capital to rule 

the workers… 

 
From Protocol #5 

For a time perhaps we might be successfully dealt with by a collation of the 

GOYIM of all the world: but from this danger we are secured by the discord 

existing among them whose roots are so deeply seated that they can never now be 

plucked up.  We have set one against another the personal and national reckonings 

of the goyim, religious and race hatreds, which we have fostered into a huge 

growth in the course of the past twenty centuries…We are too strong – there is no 

evading our power.  The nations cannot come to even an inconsiderable private 

agreement without our secretly having a hand in it. 

 

And it was said by the prophets that we were chosen by God Himself to rule the 

whole earth.  God has endowed us with genius that we may be equal to our task… 

All the machinery of all States go by the force of the engine, which is in our hands, 

and that engine of the machinery of States is – gold.  The science of political 

economy was invented by our learned elders. 
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From Protocol #9 

For us, there are no checks to limit the range of our activity.  Our Super-

Government subsists in extra-legal conditions, which are described rightly by the 

energetic and forcible word – Dictatorship.  I am in a position to tell you with a 

clear conscience, that at the proper time we, the law-givers, shall execute judgment 

and sentence, we shall slay and we shall spare, we, as head of all our troops, are 

mounted on the steed of the leader.  We rule by force of will, because in our hands 

are the fragments of a once powerful part [the Liberals], now vanquished by us.  

And the weapons in our hands are limitless ambitions, burning greediness, 

merciless vengeance, hatreds, and malice. 

 
From Protocol #11 

The goyim are a flock of sheep, and we are their wolves.  And you know what 

happens when the wolves get hold of the flock? 

 

God has granted to us, His Chosen People, the gift of the dispersion, and in this 

which appears in all eyes to be our weakness, has come forth all our strength, 

which has now brought us to the threshold of sovereignty over all the world. 

 
From Protocol #12 

Literature and journalism are two of the most important educative forces, and 

therefore our government will become proprietor of the majority of the journals.  

This will…put us in possession of a tremendous influence upon the public 

mind…thereby creating confidence in us and bringing over to us quite 

unsuspicious opponents, who will thus fall into our trap and be rendered harmless. 

 
From Protocol #14 

When we come into our kingdom it will be undesirable for us that there should 

exist any other religion that ours of the One God, with whom our density is bound 

up by our position as the Chosen People and through whom our same destiny is 

united with the destinies of the world.  We must therefore destroy all other 

religions. 

 

 
 


