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History of Anti-Semitism 

Cantor Mark Levine 

 

Unit #1 - Introduction & Early Anti-Semitism? 

 

I. 2001 – The Jews did it. 

 

II. The 21st Century around the World 

a. Belgium 

b. Britain 

c. Italy 

d. Germany 

e. Ukraine 

f. Holland 

g. Hungary 

h. France 

i. Russia 

j. United States 

 

III. Elephantine – 400’s BCE 

 

IV. Antichous & the Greeks – 100’s BCE 

 

 

 

Reading #1 

 On September 11, 19 men hijacked four passenger planes;  

o 8:45 and 9:03 am, two planes crashed into the World Trade Center 

o At 9:17 am, the Federal Aviation Administration shut down all 

American airports. 

o At 9:30 am, President Bush announced that the USA had been 

attacked by terrorists. 

o At 9:43, a third plane crashed into the Pentagon, 

o At 10:05, the south tower collapsed. 

o At 10:10, a section of the Pentagon collapsed and a fourth hijacked 

plane crashed into a field in Pennsylvania.  

o 10:28, the north tower collapsed. 
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Reading #2 

 January 26, 2013 - Rome – Antisemitic inscriptions, “January 

27: Holocaust, nothing but lies and disgrace” and “Israel is 

still the Hangman. January 27: I cannot remember. Israel does 

not exist, Death to the Zionists”, signed by the “Militia” 

organization have appeared on some of the walls in central 

Rome.  

 January 27, 2013 - Milan – An antisemitic blasphemous 

inscription, “Europe belongs to the whites. Jews go back to the 

desert”, was sprayed on the walls of a local school.  

 January 27, 2013 - Turin - A black swastika found on a 

memorial plaque, which commemorates four Italian partisans 

killed in massacres in May 1944 and April 1945. 

 January 31, 2013 - Udine – an antisemitic blasphemous 

inscription, “the Shoah must go on”, was sprayed in town.  

 February 8, 2013 - Fiuggi - Antisemitic and neo-Nazi 

inscriptions - “Anna Frank is a liar”, “The Shoah is a fraud” 

and some swastikas - appeared in the city.  

 

 

Reading #3 

 

2013  

 April 23, 2013 - Paris - A rabbi and his son were stabbed near the Beth-

El synagogue by an Iranian man who had recently escaped a psychiatric 

hospital. The attacker stabbed the rabbi in the neck causing light 

injuries, while the rabbi's son was lightly cut when he came to his 

defense.  

 March 12, 2013 - Lyon - A fake bomb was found near the Hillel Center, a 

Jewish institution in the city.  

 January 3, 2013 - Toulouse - Anti-Semitic slogans, including a swastika 

alongside the words "SS" and "get the f*** out", were graffitied on a 

local chapter of the Paris Psychoanalytical Society. The incident 

occurred less the a year after a terrorist killed a rabbi and three students 

at a Jewish school in the city.  

 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Udine
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fiuggi
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paris
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lyon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toulouse
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2012  

 October 9, 2012 – Avignon – The plaque at the entrance to the Jewish 

cemetery was smashed.  

 September 19, 2012 – Sarcelles – A firebomb was thrown into a Kosher 

supermarket by two masked assailants, causing at least one injury.  

 August 7, 2012 – Paris – A 17 year-old Jewish girl was severely beaten 

and insulted with antisemitic remarks by an 18 year-old Arab girl in a 

Paris suburb.  

 July 20, 2012 – Paris – A synagogue was desecrated for the third time in 

10 days.  

 July 5, 2012 – Toulouse – A 17-year-old student of the Ozar Hatorah 

Jewish school was assaulted on a train going from Toulouse to Lyon.  

 June 2, 2012 – Lyon – Three Jewish youth wearing skullcaps were 

assaulted while walking to a Jewish school for Shabbat services.  

 March 26, 2012 – Paris – A 12-year-old Jewish boy was beaten outside 

the Ozar Hatorah Jewish school in Paris by youths reciting antisemitic 

slogans.  

 March 19, 2012 – Toulouse – Four Jews were shot and killed at the Ozar 

Hatorah Jewish school by an armed terrorist on a motorcycle, later 

identified by authorities as Mohammed Merah.  

 

2011  

 June 18, 2011 – Villeurbane – A 21-year-old identifiably Jewish man was 

assaulted in a suburb of Lyon.  

 May 7, 2011 – Marseilles – An 11-year-old Jewish girl on her way to a 

synagogue was accosted by a teenager who demanded to know if she was 

Jewish.  

 May 7, 2011 – Marseilles – Three Jewish boys were beaten during a 

soccer match by a dozen attackers, who shouted “dirty Jews etc'". 

 May 7, 2011 – Nancy – A Jewish school was vandalized with antisemitic 

slogans.  

 April 7, 2011 – Lyon – A 21-year-old Jewish student was shot four times 

with a pellet gun in an attack involving two unidentified assailants, after 

the victim confirmed he was Jewish.  

 March 19, 2011 - Garges-lès-Gonesse – A rock was thrown through a 

window of a synagogue during an evening Purim celebration.  

 March 17, 2011 – Pont de Heruy – A 15-year-old Jewish boy was beaten 

by a group of about a dozen teenagers, while yelling antisemitic insults.  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Avignon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sarcelles
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paris
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antisemitic
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paris
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toulouse
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lyon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paris
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toulouse
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toulouse_and_Montauban_shootings
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marseilles
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marseilles
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nancy,_France
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lyon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Garges-l%C3%A8s-Gonesse
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Reading #4 

Dear Mr. Attorney General: 

 

Who is shouting, “Stop, thief!”? 

 

The overwhelming majority of these cases are initiated by Jewish activities or 

organizations who charge their defendants with “anti-Semitism.”  But the 

overwhelming majority of those accused and convicted are Russian patriots… 

The major problem that must be elucidated in these investigations and trials is 

this: do the sharply negative assessments of the Jews by Russian patriots 

correspond in essence to the truth about the Jews…or do they not?... We can 

assure you, Mr. Attorney General, that on these matters there exists a large 

quantity of universally recognized facts and sources from around the world, on the 

basis of which it is possible to draw the indisputable conclusion that the Russian 

patriots’ negative assessments of typical Jewish qualities and actions with respect 

to non-Jews correspond to the truth, since these actions are not chance 

occurrences, but are prescribed in Judaism and have been practiced for two 

millennia.  Thus, the incriminating statements and publications made by patriots 

against the Jews constitute self-defense… 

 

To corroborate this, we draw your attention to the Kitsur (abbreviated) Shulchan 

Aruch book officially published in Moscow in 2001…This is a condensed version 

of the Jewish law code, the Shulchan Aruch, compiled several centuries ago on the 

basis of the Talmud and required practice to this day.  In the introduction to the 

book it is frankly acknowledged that…some regulations of the Judaic code of 

behavior are insulting to the non-Jewish population of Russia…However, even in 

this expurgated publication we find the following provisions: 

 In the “laws about idolatry” it is stated that “it is forbidden to use the 

figure of two crossed sticks, which they worship.”  That is to say 

Christianity is considered a form of idolatry. 

 The instruction on seeing a “house of idolatry” (i.e. place of Christain 

worship) is to pronounce a curse on it… 

 The Jewess ought not to help non-Jews with childbirth. 

 It is forbidden to surrender a Jew into the hands of a non-Jew, whether 

the matter has to do with the Jew’s life or his property…it is forbidden to 

report him or to point out the places where he has hidden his property. 

 One of the 13 major principles of Judaism is the requirement that they 

must await a Jewish world ruler who will appoint Jews to rule over the 

other peoples of the world… 
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 In the teachings of the Orthodox Church this expected Jewish ruler of the 

world is identified as the Antichrist, against whom Jesus Christ warned 

(John 5:43)… 

[I am come in my Father’s name, and ye receive me not: if 

another shall come in his own name, him ye will receive.  John  

5:43 – King James] 

 It is forbidden to save them [non-Jews] when they are close to death.  

For example, when you see that one of them has fallen into the sea, do 

not rescue him, even if he wants to pay…It is permitted to test medicine 

on non-Jews to see whether or not it is effective… 

 When a Jew has robbed a non-Jew and they force the Jew to take an 

oath, then he must in his heart proclaim his oath invalid, because he has 

been forced to take it… 

 It is permitted to kill a traitor anywhere, even in our time.  It is 

permissible to kill him, before he manages to make a denunciation to the 

authorities…and anyone who is the first to kill gets merit… 

 

 

 

Reading #5 

 

I speak to you today not as President of the University but as a concerned 

member of our community about something that I never thought I would 

become seriously worried about – the issue of anti-Semitism.   

But today, I am less complacent.  Less complacent and comfortable because 

there is disturbing evidence of an upturn in anti-Semitism globally, and also 

because of some developments closer to home.  

Consider some of the global events of the last year: 

o There have synagogue burnings, physical assaults on Jews, or the 

painting of swastikas on Jewish memorials in every country in 

Europe. 

o Observers in many countries have pointed to the worst outbreak of 

attacks against the Jews since the Second World War. 

o The United Nations-sponsored World Conference on Racism-while 

failing to mention human rights abuses in China, Rwanda or any 

place in the Arab world – spoke of Israel’s policies prior to recent 

struggles under the Barak government as constituting ethnic cleansing 

and crimes against humanity. 
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I could go on but I want to bring this closer to home.  Of course 

academic communities should be and always will be places that allow 

any viewpoint to be expressed.  And certainly, there is much to be 

debated about the Middle East and Israel’s foreign policy that can be 

and should be vigorously challenged. 

But where anti-Semitism and views that are profoundly anti-Israel have 

traditionally been the primary preserve of poorly educated right-wing 

populists, profoundly anti-Israel views are increasingly finding support 

in progressive intellectual communities.  Serious and thoughtful people 

are advocating and taking actions that are anti-Semitic in their effect if 

not their intent.  For example: 

o Hundreds of European academics have called for an end to support 

for Israeli researchers, though not for an end to support for 

researchers in any other nation. 

o Israeli scholars this past spring were forced off the board of an 

international literature journal… 

o And some here at Harvard and some at universities across the country 

have called for the University to single out Israel among all nations as 

the long country where it is inappropriate for any part of the 

university’s endowment to be invested.   

I have always throughout my life been put off by those who heard the 

sound of breaking glass in every insult or slight, and conjured up images 

of Hitler’s Kristallnacht at any disagreement with Israel.  Such views 

always seemed to me alarmist if not slightly hysterical.  But I have to say 

that while they still seem to me unwarranted, they seem rather less 

alarmist in the world of today than they did a year ago. 

I would like nothing more than to be wrong.  It is my greatest hope and 

prayer that the idea of a rise in anti-Semitism proves to be a self-denying 

prophecy – a prediction that carries the seeds of its own falsification.  

But that depends on all of us. 
 

 


