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I. Closing of the Jerusalem gates and those of heaven 

II. Preparing for Death/Returning to Life 

a. Aron – ark or coffin? 

b. Denial of life affirming behaviors 

c. Wake Up! 

III. Atah Notein Yad - will we accept G-d’s help? 

IV. The Sliding Door – opportunities gained or lost 

V. Eil Norah Alilah 

a. Selicha vs. Mechilah 

b. Exile 

VI. The Grand Conclusion 

a. Achav and Jezebel 

b. Parallels to the end of life 

c. We are all newborns 

 

 

 

 

Reading #1 

An opening phrase of any given mode in a service usually consists of a range of 

five steps within a scale.  The notes in the opening phrase of the Neilah mode span 

seven notes.  This signature note pattern is uniquely expansive and far reaching.  

The feel of these notes is also unsettling, possibly foreboding, most certainly 

dramatic and intense.         Cantor Benjie Ellen Schiller 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Text #1 

שּוָטה ְלַקֵּבל ֹ  ָשִבים.  ַוְּתַלְּמֵדנּו הי  ַאָּתה נֹוֵתן ָיד ְלפֹֹוְשִעים, ִויִמיְנָך ֹפְ
ֱאֹלֵהינּו ְלִהְתַוּדֹות ְלָפֶניָך ַעל ָּכל ֲעֹונֹוֵתינּו, ְלַמַען ֶנְחַדל ֵמעֹֹוֶשק ָיֵדינּו, 
ִּשים ּוְכְניחֹוִחים ְלַמַען ְּדָבֶריָך   שּוָבהֹ ְשֵלָמה ְלָפֶניָך ְּכֹאִ ּוְתַקְּבֵלנּו ָּבֹּתָ

ֵשי חֹובֹוֵתינּו, ְוֵאין ִמְסּפןר לְ  ֶשר ָאָמְרָּת. ֵאין ֵקץ ְלֹאִ ִניחֹוֵחי ֹאֲ
ְשָמֵתנּו, ְוַאָּתה יֹוֵדַעֹ ֶשַאֲחִריֵתנּו ִרָּמה ְותֹוֵלָעה, ְלִפיָכְך ִהְרֵּביָת   ֹאַ

 ְסִליָחֵתנּו.
You extend your hand to those who sin, Your right hand to receive those who 

return.  You have taught us, Adonai, our God, to confess each of our 

transgressions to You, so that we cease using our hands for oppression.  Accept us 

fully when we turn to You, as You promised to accept the sweet-smelling sacrifices.  

Endless are the guilt offerings that would have been required of us even in ancient 

Temple times, and You know that we will ultimately atone for our sins with our 

death.  Accordingly, You have forgiven us many times over. 
 

שּוָעֵתנּו?  ַמה  ָמה ָאנּו?  ֶמה ַחיֵ  ינּו?  ֶמה ַחְסֵּדנּו?  ַצה ִּצָקֵקנּו?  ַמה ֹּיְ
ַמה ְגבּוָרֵתנּו?  ַמה נֹאַמר ְלָפֶניָך הי ֱאֹלֵהינּו ֵואֹלֵהי ֲאבֹוֵתינּו?   ֹּכֵחנּו?  

ֵּשם ְּכלֹא ָהיּו, ַוֲחָכִמים ִּכִבִלי   ֵשי ֹהַ ַהלֹא ָּכל ַהִּגּבֹוִרים ְּכַאִין ְלָפֶניָך, ְוַאֹנְ
יהֶ  ֵּכל, ִּכי ֹרב ַמֲעֹשֵ ם ֹתהּו, ִויֵמי ַחִּייֶהם ֶהֶבל ְלָפֶניָך?  ּומֹוַתר  ַהֹשְ

 ָהָאָדם ִמן ַהְּבֵהָמה ָאִין, ִּכי ַהֹּכל ָהֶבל. 

 

What are we?  What is our life?  Our goodness?  Our righteousness?  Our 

achievement?  Our power Our victories?  What shall we say in Your presence, 

Adonai our God and God of our ancestors?   Heroes county as nothing in Your 

presence, famous people are as if they never existed, the wise seem ignorant, and 

clever ones as if they lack reason.  The sum of their acts is chaos; in Your presence 

the days of their lives are futile.  Human beings have no superiority over beasts; 

all life is vanity. 
 

ַאָּתה ִהְבַּדְלָּת ֱאנֹֹוש ֵמֹרֹאש, ַוַּתִּכיֵרהֹו ַלֲעמֹוד ְלָפֶניָך.  ִּכי ִמי יֹאַמר ְלָך  
ַמה ִּתָפַעל?  ְוִאם ִיְצַּדק ַמה ִּיֶּתן ָלָך? ַּוִּתֶּתן ָלנּו הי ֱאֹלֵהינּו, ָּבַאֲהָבה  

ִּכּפּוִרים ַהֶזה, ֵקץ ּוְמִחיָלה ּוְסִליָחה ַעל ָּכל ֲעֹונֹוֵתינּו, ְלַמֲען ֶאת יֹום הַ 
ֶנְחַּדל ֵמֹעֶשק ָיֵּדנּו, ְוֹנָשּוב ֵאֶליָך ָלֲעֹשֹות ֻחֵקי ְרצֹוְנָך ְּבֵלָבבֹ ָשֵלם.   

ְשָחַתת עֹוָלם,   ְוַאָּתה ָּבַרֲחֶמיָך ָהַרִּבים ַרֵחם ָעֵלינּו, ִּכי לֹא ַּתְחּפֹוץ ָּבֹהַ
שּו הי ּבְ  ִהָּמְצאֹו, ְקָרֻאהּו ִּבְהיֹותֹו ָקרֹוב.  ְוֶנֱאַמר: ַיֲעזֹוב  ְֹשֶמֱאַמר: ִּדֹרְ



ְשֹבָתיו, ְוֹיָֹשב ֶאל הי ִויַרֲחֵמהּו, ְוֶאל ֱאֹלֵהינּו   ָשע ַּדְרּכֹו, ְוִאֹיש ָאֶון ַמֹחְ ֹרָ
 ֵּכי ַיְרֶּבה ִלְסלֹוַח. 

Yet from the beginning You distinguished human beings, acknowledging them that 

they might stand before You.  For who can tell You how to behave? And even if a 

person were innocent, what difference would it make to You?  Adonai, our God, 

You have lovingly given us this Day of Atonement, bringing an end to our sins with 

pardon and forgiveness, that we cease using our hands for oppression, and turn 

back to You, wholeheartedly acting in accord with the laws You deem desirable. 
 

ְוַאָּתה ֱאלֹוַּה ְסִליחֹות, ַחּנּון ְוָרחּום ֶאֶרְך ַאַּפִים ְוַרב ֶחֶסד ֶוֱאֶמת,  
ּשּוַבת ֹרְ  ָשִעים, ְוֵאין ַאָּתה ָחֵפץ  ּוַמְרֶּבה ְלֵהיִטיב.  ְורֹוֶצה ַאָּתה ִּבֹתְ

ָשע   שּוב ֹרָ ְּבִמצָתָתם,ֹ ֶשֶנֱאַמר: ֱאֹמר ֲאֵליֶהם, ַחי ָאִני, ְנֻאם הי, ִאם ֹּבְ
ִמַּדְרּכֹו ְוָחָיה? ֹ שּובּוֹ שּובּו ִמַּדְרֵכיֶכם ָהָרִעים, ְוָלָמה ָתמּותּו ֵּבית  
 ֹ ָשע, ְנֻאם הי ֶאֹלִהים,  ֱהל ְשָרֵאל? ְוֶנֱאַמר, ֶהְחּפֹוץ ֶאִחּפֹוץ מֹות ֹרָ א  ֹיִ

שּובֹו ִמְּדָרָכיו ָוָחָיה.  ְוֶנֱאָמר: ִּכי לֹא ֶאְחּפֹוץ ְּבמֹות ַהֵּמת, ְנֻאם הי  ֹּבְ
ִשְבֵטי   ְֹ ָרֵאל, ּוָמָחָלן ל ִשיבּו ִוִחיּו.  ִּכי ַאָּתה ָסְלָחן ְלִיֹשְ ֶאֹלִהים, ְוֹהָ
ֻשרּון ְּבָכל ּדֹור ָהדֹור, ּוִמַּבְלָעֶדיָך ֵאין ָלנּו ֶמֶלָך מֹוֵחל ְוסֹוֵלַח ֶאָּלה   ֹיְ

 ָאָּתה.

May You, with Your abundant mercy, have compassion for us; for You do not 

desire the destruction of the world, as Your prophet declares: “Seek Adonai, 

who can be found everywhere; call to God, who is close.  Let evildoers abandon 

their path and the wicked their schemes, and return to Adonai, who will have 

mercy on them; for our God will forgive again and again. 

 

You, forgiving God, are compassionate and merciful, patient, abounding in love 

and goodness, and desire the return of the evildoers-not their deaths.  For You 

instructed Your prophet Ezekiel: “Say to them, ‘As I live,’ declares the Lord, 

Adonai, ‘I do not desire the death of the evildoers, but that they turn from their 

paths, and live.  Turn back, turn back from your evil paths that you may not die, 

House of Israel!...’Is it My desire that the evildoer die,’ declares the Lord, 

Adonai, ‘Is it not that they turn from their ways and live?’…’It is not My desire 

that the wicked shall die, but that the wicked turn from their evil ways and 

live.’” For You forgive Israel and pardon the tribes of Jeshurun in every 

generation.  Besides You, we have no sovereign who pardons and forgives. 

 

 



Reading #2 

New Jersey Senator Bill Bradley recalls being the keynote speaker at a fancy 

fundraising dinner.  The meal had just begun, and a water was circling, asking 

guests if they wanted a pat of butter for their bread.  Senator Bradley said that yes, 

he would, in fact, like two pats of butter.  “Unfortunately, Mr. Senator, I’m only 

permitted to give out one pat of butter,” the waiter said.  “Do you know who I 

am?” responded Bradley, fuming.  I am a Basketball Hall of Fame player, a 

Rhodes Scholar, and former three-term Democratic US Senator from New Jersey.”  

“I know,” said the waiter calmly. “And do you know who I am? I am the guy with 

the butter.”  Then he walked off. 

 

 

Reading #3 

It is not enough to say, “I have sinned.”  God is not, so to say, compelled thereby 

to keep the gates open…If we wish to repent of our ways we must cry out and beat 

incessantly at the gates so that they allow us and our confession to enter 

within…Unless one knocks on the gates loudly and continuously, repentance and 

confession are impossible.     Rav Soloveitchik 

 

 

Text #2 

 ֵאל נֹוָרה ֲעִליָלה   ֵאל נֹוָרה ֲעִליָלה    

ְשַעת ַהְּנִעיָלה.       ְמִחיָלהַהְמֵצא ָלנּו   ֹּבִ

Awe-inspiring Creator, God awe-inspiring Creator, God, 

Find forgiveness for us  in this closing hour. 
 

ִאים   ֵתי ִצְסַּפר ְקרּוִאים ְמ   ְלָך ַעִין נֹוֹשְ

ְשַעת ַהְּנִעיָלה.  ּוְמַסְלִדים ְּבִחיָלה    ֹּבִ

We who are called ‘few in number” raise our eyes toward You, 

And tremblingly beseech You  in this closing hour. 

  
ָשם  ש   ָשם    ֹוְפִכים ְלָך ַנֹפְ ְשָעם ְוַכֹחֲ  ְמֵחה ֹפִ

ְשַעת ַהְּנִעיָלה.  ַהְמִציֵאם ְמִחיַלה    ֹּבִ

As we pour out our souls  wipe away our sins and denials, 

Craft forgiveness for us   in this closing hour. 
 
 



 ְוַחְּלֵצם ִמְמֵאָרה    ֵיה ָלֶהם ְלִסְתָרה הֱ 

ְשַעת ַהְּנִעיָלה. ְוָחְתֵמם ְלהֹוד ּוְלִגיָלה  ֹּבִ

Be our protector.     Shield us from terror; 

Seal our fate for joy and glory         in this closing hour. 
 

   ְוָכל לֹוֵחץ ולֹוֵחם    ן אֹוָתם ְוַרֵחם  חֹ 
ה ָבֶהם ִּפִליָלה     ְשַעת ַהְּנִעיָלה.  ֲעֹשֵ  ֹּבִ

Be compassionate and loving toward us;    bring judgment on all 

Who would oppress or war against us;  in this closing hour. 
 

ש ֶאת ְיֵמיֶהם   כֹור ִצְדַקת ֲאִביֶהם  זְ    ְוַחֹּדֵ
ְשַעת ַהְּנִעיָלה.  ְּכֶקֶדם ּוְתִהיָלה      ֹּבִ

Remember our ancestors’ righteousness and renew our days, as of old 

And as at the beginning,  in this closing hour. 
 

ֵשבֹ ְשֵאִרית ַהצֹאן   ָרא ָנאֹ ְשַנת ָרצֹון ְק    ְוֹהָ
ְשַעת ַהְּנִעיָלה.  ְלָאָהִליָבה ְוָאָהָלה   ֹּבִ

May this year be one which is pleasing to You.    

Restore Your remaining flock 

To their former glory  in this closing hour. 
 

ָשִנים ַרּבֹות  ְֹ   ַהָּבִנים ְוַהָּבנֹות   ִּתְזּכּו ל
ְשַעת ַהְּנִעיָלה.   ְּבִדיָצה ְוְבָצֳהָלה   ֹּבִ

May we, Your children celebrate with joy and gladness, 

Length of days merited  in this closing hour. 
 

 

 

ָרֵאל  ר ִיֹשְ   ֵאִלָּיהּו ְוַגְבִריֵאל    ִמיָכֵאל ֹשַ
רּו ָנא ַהְּגֻאָלה   ְשַעת ַהְּנִעיָלה.  ַּבֹשְ  ֹּבִ

May Michael protector of Israel   along with Elijah and Gabriel 

Bring tidings of redemption  in this closing hour. 

 

 

 

 

 



Text #3 

ָרֵאל הי ֱאֹלֵהינּו הי ֶאָחד. ֹ  ְשַמע ִיֹשְ

Hear, O Israel, Adonai is our God, Adonai alone. 

 ָּברּוְךֹ ֵשם ְּכבֹוד ַמְלכּוּתֹו ְלעֹוָלם ָוֶעד.

Praised be the name of the One whose glorious sovereignty  

is forever and ever. 

(3x’s) 
 

 הי הּוא ָהֱאֹלִהים.

Adonai is God! 

(7x’s) 

 ְּתִקיָעה ְגדֹוָלה 

 
Reading #4 

20Ahab sent orders to all the Israelites and gathered the prophets at Mount Carmel. 
21Elijah approached all the people and said, “how long will you keep hopping 

between two opinions? If the Lord is God, follow Him; and if Baal, follow him!” 

But the people answered him not a word. 22Then Elijah said to the people, “I am 

the only prophet of the Lord left, while the prophets of Baal are 450 men. 23Let to 

young bulls be given to us. Let them choose one bowl, cut it up, and laid on the 

wood, but let them not apply fire; I will prepare the other bowl, and lay it on the 

wood, and will not apply fire. 24You will then invoke your god by name, and I will 

invoke the Lord by name; and let us agree: the god who responds with fire, that 

one is God.” And all the people answered, “Very good!” 

 

25Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, “choose one bowl and prepare it first, for you 

are the majority; invoke your god by name, but apply it no fire.” 26They took the 

bowl that was given them; they prepared it, and invoked Baal by name from 

morning until noon, shouting, “O Baal, answer us!” But there was no sound, and 

none responded; so they performed a hopping dance about the altar that had been 

set up. 27When noon came, Elijah mocked them, saying, “Shout louder! After all, 

he is a god. But he may be in conversation, he may be detained, or he may be on a 

journey, or perhaps he is asleep and will wake up.” 28So they shouted louder, and 

gassed themselves with knives and spears, according to their practice, until the 

blood streamed over them. 29When noon passed, they kept raving until the hour of 

presenting the meal offering. Still there was no sound, and none responded or 

heeded. 



30Then Elijah said to all the people, “come closer to me”; and all the people came 

closer to him. He repaired the damaged altar of the Lord. 31Then Elijah took 12 

stones, corresponding to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob - to whom 

the word of the Lord had come: “Israel shall be your name” - 32and with the stones 

he built an altar in the name of the Lord. Around the altar he made a trench large 

enough for to seahs of seed. 33He laid out the wood, and he cut up the ball and laid 

it on the wood. 34And he said, “Fill four jars with water and poured over the burnt 

offering and the wood.” Then he said, “Do it a second time”; and they did it a 

second time. “Do it a third time”, he said; and they did it a third time. 35The water 

ran down around the altar, and even the trench was filled with water. 

 
36When it was time to present the meal offering, the prophet Elijah came forward 

and said, “O Lord, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel! Let it be known today that 

you are God in Israel and that I am Your servant and that I have done all these 

things at Your bidding. 37Answer me, O Lord, answer me, that this people may 

know that You, O Lord, are God; for You have turned their hearts backward.”   

 

38Then fire from the Lord descended and consumed the burnt offering, the wood, 

the stones, and the earth; and it licked up the water that was in the trench. 39When 

they saw this, all the people flung themselves on their faces and cried out: Adonai 

Hu HaElohim – Adonai is God, Adonai is God!”    (I Kings 18) 

 

 


