
BOOK OF ESTHER 

Text #1 

 ֹתַאר ִויֵפי ַמְרֶאה-ַוְיְהי יֹוֵסף ְיֵפי

…now Joseph was well-built and handsome.  (Gen. 39:6) 

 ֹתַאר ְותֹוַבת ַמְרֶאה-ְיַפת ְוַהַּנֲעָרה

The maiden (Esther) was shapely and beautiful.  (Esther 2:7) 

 

Text #2 

ָרֵאל ֵמָעֵליָך ַהּיֹום ּוְנָתָנה ְלֵרַעָך   ַהטֹוב ִמֶּמּךָ ְקַרע הי ֶאת ַמְמְלכּות ִיֹשְ

The Lord has this day torn the kingship over Israel away form you  

and has given it to another who is worthier than you.  (I Samuel 15:28) 

 

 ַהּטֹוָבה ִמֶּמָּנהּוַמְלכּוָתה ִיֵּתן ַהֶּמֶלְך ִלרעּוָתה 

Bestow her royal state upon another who is more worthy than she.  (Esther 1:19) 

 

Text #3A 

 ְמאֹוד-ְצָעָקה ְּגדֹוָלה ּוָמָרה ַעד ַוִּיְצַעק       

   Jacob cried out a great and bitter cry.  (Genesis 27:34) 

                                       Text 3B 

 ַוִּיְזַעק ְזָעָקה ְּגדֹוָלה ּוָמָרה

And he cried out loudly and bitterly (Esther 4:1) 

 

Reading #1 

The opponents of the Book of Esther may undoubtedly boast that Martin 

Luther headed the attack.  In his Table-Talk he declared that he was so 

hostile “to the Book of Esther that I would it did not exist; for it Judaizes 

too much, and has in it a great deal of heathenish naughtiness.”  His 

remark in his reply to Eramus shows that this was his deliberate 

judgment. Referring to Esther, he says that, though the Jews have it in 

their Canon, “it is more worthy than all” the apocryphal books “of being 

excluded from the canon.”  

International Standard Bible Encyclopedia 



CHIASTIC OVERVIEW 

A Introduction: The glory of Xerxes (1:1–2)   

    B The two feasts of the king; Vashti’s downfall (1:3–22)    

C  Esther triumphs over her rivals; triumph celebrated with a feast (2:1–18)         

     D Mordecai foils the plot against the king (2:19–23)      

E Conflict between Haman and Mordecai is initiated (3:1–6)       

    F Haman petitions the king for the death of the Jews (3:7–15)        

G Esther and Mordecai plot against Haman (ch. 4)         

H Esther invites the king to a feast (5:1–8)        

G´ Zeresh and Haman plot against Mordecai (5:9–14)       

F´ Haman goes to petition the king for Mordecai’s death (ch. 6)     

E´ Conflict between Haman and Mordecai is concluded (ch. 7)     

     D´ Mordecai foils the plot against the Jews (ch. 8)    

C´ The Jews triumph over their rivals; triumph celebrated with a feast (9:1– 

17)   

     B´ The two feasts of the Jews; Haman’s downfall (9:18–32)  

A´ Conclusion: The glory of Xerxes and Mordecai (10:1–3)  

 

 

 

Text #4 

ּשֹֹוָשן  ֵלְך ְּכנֹוס ֶאת ָּכל ַהְּיהּוִדים ַהִּנְמָצִאים ֹּבְ

ְשּתּוֹ ְשֹֹלֶשת ָיִמים  ְוצּומּו ָעַלי ְוַאל ּתֹאְכלּו ְוַאל ֹּתִ

Go, assemble all the Jews who live in Shushan  

and fast in my behalf, do not eat or drink for three days.  (Esther 4:16) 

 

 



Text #5 

ְשַלח ְסָפִרים ֶאל  ָּכל ְמִדינֹות-ַוֹּיִ

Dispatches were sent to all provinces… (Esther 1:22) 

 

ְשַלח ְסָפִרים ֶאל  ַהְּיהּוִדיםָּכל -ַוֹּיִ

Dispatches were sent to all the Jews… (Esther 9:30) 

 

 

Text #6 

 ַּתַחת ַֹוְשִּתי ַוַּיְמִליֶכהָ 

He made her (Esther) queen instead of Vashti (Esther 2:17) 

 

ֶשר יִֹ   ַהְּיהּוִדים ֵהָמה ְּבֹשְנֵאיֶהם ְשְלטּוֹאֲ

The Jews got their enemies in their power. (Esther 9:1) 

 

 

Text #7A 

 ְֹשֵניֶהם ַעל ֵעץ ָוִּיְּתלּו

The two were impaled on stakes (Esther 2:23) 

Text #7B 

 ַעל ָהֵעץ ְּתלּוְוֹאתֹו 

He has been impaled on the stake (Esther 8:7) 

 

 

Text #8 

 מֹוָלְדָּתּה ְוֶאת ָעַּמה ַמֶּגֶדתֵאין ֶאְסֵּתר 

But Esther still did not reveal her kindred or her people (Esther 2:20) 

 ָלה-ֶאְסֵּתר ֶאת ַמה הּוא ִהִּגיָדהִּכי 

For Esther had revealed how he was related to her.  (Esther 8:1) 



Text #9 

ש ָהָמן  ַעם ָמְרְדַכיִּכי ִהִּגידּו לֹו ֶאת  ְשִמידַוְּיַבֹּקֵ  ַהְּיהּוִדיםֶאת ָּכל  ְלֹהַ

…having been told who Mordecai’s people were, 

Haman plotted to do away with all the Jews.  (Esther 3:6) 

 

ְֹשֵאָלִתי -ִוִאם ָעל ַהֶּמֶלְך טֹוב ִּתָּנֵתן ִשי ֹּבִ ְשִתי ְוַעִמיִלי  ַנֹפְ  ְּבַבֹּקָ

…and if it pleases your majesty, let my life be granted me as my wish,  

and my people as my request… (Esther 7:3) 

 

ֶשר ִדֵּבר-ִהֵנה ה ָהָמן ְלָמְרְדַכי ֹאֲ ֶשר ָעֹשָ טֹוב ַעל ַהֶּמֶלְך ֹעֵמד -ָהֵעץ  ֹאֲ
ִּשים ֲאָּמה ַיּיֹאֶמר ַהֶמֶלְך  ָהָמןְּבֵבית   ְּתֻלּהּו ָעָליוָּגֹבַה ֲחֹנִ

…a stake is standing at Haman’s house, fifty cubits high,  

which Haman made for Mordecai-the man whose words saved the king.  

“Impale him on it!” the king ordered.  (Esther 7:9) 

 

 

Text #10 

 ֵחָמהַוִּיָּמֵלא ָהָמן 

Haman was filled with rage (Esther 3:5) 

 
ְשֵתי ַהַּיִין ְּבֲחָמתֹוְוַהֶּמֶלְך ָקם   ִמֹּמִ

The king, in his fury, left the wine feast… (Esther 7:7) 

 ַהֶּמֶלְךֹ ָשָכָכה ַוֲחַמת

…and the king’s fury abated (Esther 7:10) 

 

Text #11 

ְשֵורֹֹוש ֶאת-ָהָמן  ִּגַּדל ַהֶּמֶלְך ֱאֹחַ

King Ahasuerus promoted (caused to rise) Haman (Esther 3:1) 

 
ֶשר ֶאְסֵּתר ָעֶליהָ -ַעל ֹנֵפלְוָהָמן   ַהִּמָּטה ֹאֲ

Haman was lying prostrate (falls) on the couch on which Esther reclined.   

 



Text #12 

 ְבְדַבר ַהֶמֶלְך ְדחּוִפיםָהָרִצים ָיְצאּו 

The couriers went out posthaste on the royal mission (Esther 3:15) 

 
 ֶאל ֵּביתֹו ָאֵבל ְוֲחפּוי ֹרֹאש ִנְדַחףָוָהָמן 

…while Haman hurried home, his head covered in mourning.  (Esther 6:12) 

 

Text #13 

ְשִמֹיד ַלֲהֹרג וְלַאֵּבד את ָּכל ַהְּיהּוִדים  ְלֹהַ

…To destroy, massacre, and exterminate all the Jews… (Esther 3:13) 

 

ֶשר ַהִחּלֹוָת ִלְנֹּפ ְלָפָניו לֹא  ִּתּפֹול ְלָפִניוָנפֹול -תּוַכל לֹו ִּכי-ֹאֲ

Before whom (Mordecai) you have begun to fall, you will not overcome him; 

you will fall before him into your ruin.  (Esther 6:13) 

 

 

Text #14 

 ְּבתֹוְך ָעִעיר ַוִּיְזַעק ְוָעָקה ְגֹדָלה ּוָמָרה ַוֵּיֵצא

He (Mordecai) went through the city, crying out loudly and bitterly.  (Esther 4:1) 

 

ֵמַח ְוטֹוב ֵלב ַוֵּיֵצא  ָהָמן ַּבּיֹום ַההּוא ֹשָ

That day Haman went out happy and light-hearted (Esther 5:9) 

 

 

Text #15 

 ֶאֶבל ָגדֹול ַלְּיהּוִדים ְוצֹום ּוְבִכי ּוִמְסַּפרֹ ַשק ַוֵאֶפר יָֻצא ָלַרִּבים

…there was great mourning among the Jews, with fasting, 

weeping and wailing and everybody in sackcloth and ashes. (Esther 4:3) 

 

ֶשר ִגְדלֹו-ַוְּיַסֵּפר ָלֶהם ָהָמן ֶאת ְשרֹו ְוֹרב ָּבָניו ְוֵאת ָּכל ֹאֲ  ְּכבֹוד ֹעָ

And Haman told them about his great wealth and his many sons,  
and all about how the king promoted him (Esther 5:11) 


