
Interfaith Gathering of Unity & Gratitude
November 19 at 6:00 PM

Please come join Rabbi Magat,  
Cantor Shafritz, and members of our 
Interfaith Community as we come 
together for a service of giving thanks. 
Please check out the website  
for more details.
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Friday, November 3

7:00 PM	 Erev Shabbat Family Service led by 
Shomrim – IP, ST

Saturday, November 4

10:30 AM	 Bat Mitzvah of Sage Zeltser – IP, ST

Friday, November 10

7:00 PM	 Ruach Shabbat Service – IP, ST

Saturday, November 11

9:00 AM	 Shabbat in Nature – IP

Friday, November 17

6:00 PM	 Tot Shabbat – IP

7:00 PM	 Erev Shabbat Service – IP, ST

Sunday, November 19

6:00 PM	 Interfaith Gathering of Unity & 
Gratitude – IP 

Friday, November 24

6:30 PM	 Streaming Erev Shabbat  
Service – ST

IP	 In Person Event*

ST	 Event will be Streamed on Temple  
	 Website and YouTube Channel

ZM	 On Zoom*
*Pre-Registration Required

November Service Schedule

1010 University Ave., San Jose, CA 95126  •  408-292-0939   •  www.templesanjose.org
facebook.com/templesanjose  •  twitter.com/templesanjose  •  admin@templesanjose.org

Our Annual Campaign is well underway, and as of October 19th, we are at $21,164 raised, with a goal of $100,000.  
This is a wonderful opportunity for you to help support Temple Emanu-El programing, services & more that we  
all enjoy on a daily basis. 

We would also like to announce a save the date for GIVING TUESDAY, on Tuesday, November 28th,  
when ALL of your donations will be matched. That’s right! The value of your donation becomes doubled,  
with $1 become $2, $5 becoming $10, and more!

If you haven’t yet gotten involved, please consider making a tax deductible donation here:  
https://www.templesanjose.org/annualcampaign

Annual Campaign

Shabbat in Nature
November 11 at 9:00 AM

Join Cantor Leah Shafritz and Midpen Docent 
Naturalists Nancy Weintraub and Sabra 
Abraham for a special Shabbat in Nature in 
the Redwoods as we visit El Corte de Madera 
Open Space Preserve. Bring your hiking 
shoes for this special Shabbat experience. 

Mark Your Calendars!!!!
November 28 is Giving Tuesday

Stay turned for a special surprise that will DOUBLE 
your gift to our Annual Campaign on that day...

https://www.templesanjose.org/annualcampaign
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Let’s Connect! 

This year’s membership theme is Kesher (Hebrew 
for connection), and in the spirit of Kesher, we 
recently launched “Circles of Connection”. This 
is a new program for Temple Emanu-El members 
with a key goal of expanding ways for members to 
connect through activity-based interest groups (aka 
circles), form friendships and have lots of fun. 

Over 100 members registered to participate in the 
Fall 2023 Circles which kicked off with an ice cream 
social on August 27! Members signed up for a variety 
of circles including: Pickleball, Photography, Movie 
Lovers, L’Chaim and Libations, the Supper Club, 
Hidden Treasures of the Bay Area, and Sunday 
Playdates in the Park. A big thanks to Sisterhood and 
Brotherhood for helping us have a successful kickoff.

The key to each circle’s success is active 
participation, and I’m thrilled to say that all of our 
Fall 2023 circles are up and running with activities 
planned at least through the end of the year:

•	 The Pickleball Circle is over 30 members 
strong and includes folks who are brand new 
to pickleball, as well as seasoned players. The 
circle meets twice a week for some friendly 
competition and banter both on and off the court.

•	 The L’Chaim and Libations Circle had their 
first event at Hapa’s Brewing Company. 20 
members came out to enjoy some brews, 
schmoozing and a fun game of Jenga!

•	 The Movie Lovers Circle saw Golda and 
Oppenheimer and then met up to talk about the 
movies, socialize over drinks and snacks, as well 
as make plans for the next several months. 

•	 The Hidden Treasures of the Bay Area Circle will 
be visiting the Salesforce gardens in SF in October.

•	 The Supper Club, Photography and Sunday 
Playdates in the Park Circles are also going strong!

The “Circles of Connection” program would not exist 
without the hard work of the Circles planning committee 
- a dedicated group of membership volunteers who 
are passionate about creating Kesher. They include: 
Virginia Beck, Suzanne Boxer-Gassman, Rebecca 
Frederick (former chair), Jamie Gold, Shirley Lee, 
Bobi Levine, Bev Mendel, and Rachelle Vogler.

Save the Date! 

If you didn’t have a chance to join a Fall 2023 circle or 
you’re a current circle participant and want to continue 
the fun, please join us for our Spring 2024 Circles 
kickoff on 03/03/24. At the kickoff, we will introduce 
brand new circles (possible ideas include running, 
golfing, gardening, family adventures, theater and music 
lovers, and a Sunday morning walking club), as well 
as continue some of the most popular Fall circles. 

If you have ideas for our Spring 2024 Circles, feedback on 
our current circles, or want to join our fabulous planning 
committee and help make this new program even better, 
please contact us at circles@templesanjose.org. 

Hope to see you at a circle!

Rachelle Vogler, VP, Membership

Temple Emanu-El’s New “Circles of Connection” Program
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This week’s parshah starts off with 
Moses giving the Israeli people a 
blessing as a farewell before he 
goes up Moab to Mount Nebo 
to take his last breathes. He 

blesses each of the twelve tribes. He then goes up the 
steppes of Moab to Mount Nebo. The Eternal is there 
and, because Moses is not allowed to enter the Promised 
Land due to an earlier transgression, God gives Moses 
a 360-degree view of the Promised Land. Not only that, 
but he also gives Moses a view of the whole land, all 
the troubles and triumphs the Israeli people have been 
through and the troubles and triumphs yet to come.

Moses then dies at age 120 and, according to God, 
his eyes were undimmed and his vigor unabated. God 
buries Moses in a near-by valley in a secret grave. No 
one knows the place where Moses is buried. The Israelis 
mourn for 30 days in Moab. Joshua is installed as the 
new leader and the Israelites heed him. The last few 
sentences of the Torah are a short eulogy to Moses. And 
with that, we start again with the first words of Genesis.

During Simchat Torah, Jews have been doing this tradition 
from time immemorial. We end one book and go right back 
to the beginning and start again. Are we just chasing our 
tail? The stories are the same, the troubles and triumphs 
don’t change. What are we expecting? Well, here is the 

interesting part. Even though the words are the same, we 
change. We are a year older, and hopefully wiser. Not 
only have we changed, but the world has changed as 
well. We can read the same stories, but we will probably 
interpret them with a different lens than we did last 
year. Think of watching your favorite movie every year 
and picking up some nuance you didn’t see last year 
when you watched. Every time I watch the Godfather, I 
inevitably find something new that I didn’t see the last 
time I viewed it. Perhaps something I learned during the 
year has bearing on one of the scenes that I that I was 
completely oblivious to during the prior year’s viewing. 
Every experience you have in life has an influence on 
how you look at and interpret the world around you. The 
more you learn the richer your experience can be.

I think this same concept can be applied to the Rabbi’s 
desire this year to examine all the minhagim we practice 
at Temple Emanu El. Usually, we do the same traditions 
year in and year out, just as we leave Deuteronomy and 
restart with Genesis on Simchat Torah. This year we 
should look at all the traditions we have to make sure that 
as time has passed, these traditions have kept up with the 
passing time. We must be mindful of current traditions that 
can be interpreted as exclusionary and as we develop 
new traditions, we should be as inclusive as we can. That 
is the way can grow as a synagogue and as a people. 

David Heiman, President

D’Var V’zot Hab’rachah
Deuteronomy 33:1-34:12

Temple Emanu-El has been both owner and administrator of 
Home of Peace Cemetery since its founding in 1861. It’s been 
regarded as the only Jewish Cemetery between San Francisco 
and Los Angeles. 

In a continuing effort to stay competitive with our surroundings 
we review and adjust the value of our available inventory, 
increasing as we see necessary the prices of our graves and 
cremation niches. As price changes are coming we want to 
notify our temple family in advance, to give you the opportunity 
to purchase property before the price increase takes place. 

Currently longstanding Temple members, in good standing, 
can purchase for $6,250 a double depth grave or a companion 
niche in the Cremation Garden Wall for $4,250. Members 
wishing to purchase property at the current price should contact 
cherie@templesanjose.org before the end of December. 

Home of Peace Cemetery 2023

mailto:cherie%40templesanjose.org?subject=


Connections

4

Brotherhood has graciously allowed me their spot in Connections 
to address the situation in the Middle East. I wrote this blog 
primarily for my non-Jewish friends to get a clear perspective in 
light of conflicting reports and shifting sympathies.

Dear Friends,

Huge events have transpired lately, and the world is 
responding in different ways. I would like to share my 
perspective on the situation, to clarify as much as I can.

Hamas, internationally recognized as a terrorist organization, 
supported by the world’s extreme sponsor of terrorism, Iran, 
attacked citizens of Israel in the most inhumane and evil 
way imaginable. This was triggered by recent peace talks 
between Israel and Saudi Arabia, which would strengthen 
Saudi Arabia against Iran. The peace talks included a 
potential territorial solution for the Palestinians, which would 
end support for Hamas and Hezbollah. 

HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE

What is the Palestinian Arab’s and Jewish connection to the 
land? Let’s step way back. 

Jews have lived in the land of Israel for about 4000 years, first
as different tribes under regional leadership, which included 
the land west and east of the Jordan River. At around 1000 BC 
King David consolidated these tribes into one nation, “Israel.” 
Jerusalem was the capitol, and the Jewish Temple was built 
there. Christianity and Islam would come later.

This land was conquered many times by Assyrians, 
Babylonians, Greeks, Egyptians, Crusaders, Persians, 
Romans, Arabs, and more. Jews were exiled, but returned 
when they could to their ancestral home, and rebuilt the 
Temple which was destroyed by its enemies repeatedly. The 
Romans named the area Palestine, after the region called 
Philistia, where Gaza is today. Many of the occupying powers 
attempted to erase the history and culture of the Jews, and 
the Arabs purposely built their Mosque of Omar directly on 
top of the site of the destroyed holy Jewish Temples.

When the Ottoman Empire was defeated in WWI, the Middle 
East was divided up by the British and French to suite their 
geopolitical needs, and Palestine was occupied by the 
British. Jews and Arabs continued to live in peace, side by 
side in Palestine. Because of endless persecution, Jewish 
leaders pushed for reestablishing their Jewish homeland. 
In 1917 a Jewish homeland in Palestine was supported by 
the League of Nations, which entrusted the British with the 
Palestine Mandate in 1922. Although Jews lived in their 
ancestral homeland continuously, many had been forced to 
leave by the conquering entities mentioned above, and now 
saw potential opportunities to return. 

The increasing Jewish population, which the British severely 
limited, was perceived as a threat to the Arabs (The Arabs 
did not call themselves Palestinians until after their defeat 
in the 1967 Six Days War with Israel). Subsequently, in 1948, 
the United Nations resolved that Palestine should be divided 
into 2 separate states, Jewish and Arab, and the British 
wanted out. Although their proposed land would be severely 
diminished in size, the Jews accepted the resolution and the 
Arabs did not (their first refusal to accept a 2-state solution). 
The Jews established the State of Israel (the only democracy 
in the Middle East), which the United Nations voted to 
approve and the United States was first to endorse. The next 
day well-established Arab armies of Egypt, Jordan, Saudi 
Arabia, Iraq, Syria and Lebanon attacked the new state from 
all sides to drive the Jews into the sea and take it all. It was 
an all-out war of survival for Jews against impossible odds, 
and many of the Arabs living in Israel fled or were forced out 
during the war. When Israel won the war, the result was a 
cease-fire, no peace, and a refusal to recognize Israel’s right 
to exist.

In 1967, Arab armies again attacked Israel with the same 
objective to drive the Jews into the sea. They lost the war. 
Israel warned Jordan not to join the conflict, but they did, 
and they lost control of the West Bank and Jerusalem. For 
the first time since 1948, Jews now had access, previously 
denied, to their holy sites, and Israel opened the holy city of 
Jerusalem to all religions. Arabs living in the area now called 
themselves Palestinians, not Jordanians.

Israel also captured Gaza and the Sinai Peninsula from Egypt, 
and returned them (and the oil in Sinai) in exchange for a 
peace treaty in 1979. The Golan Heights was captured from 
Syria, where it mounted continuous attacks against Israeli 
farming settlements below. Another Arab attempt to destroy 
the Jews in 1973 had the same result with great loss of life.

THE PALESTINIANS

The Palestinian People want their own state. I have to believe 
that they generally want what we all want; to live in peace 
and prosperity for the future of our children. They have had 
several opportunities after 1948 to have their own state, the 
most recent in 2000 and 2008. Why did they turn it down?

The Palestinians have been victims of extremely poor 
and corrupt leadership. They would not accept offers of 
statehood because they want the whole area, including 
Israel. This is not possible, and so they purposely remain 
refugees to gain international sympathy, and, since they 
teach their children to hate and kill Jews (suicide bombers 
are heroes), they spawn terrorists. No recognition of Israel’s 

continued on page 5

Two State Solution?



As one of the newest members of the Temple Emanu El 
Sisterhood and its Board, I’m still getting to know what 
Sisterhood is all about and I thought I’d share with you 
some of what I’ve learned so far as well as provide an 
update on our activities!

Historically, sisterhoods served two purposes: social 
and political. Sisterhoods had their roots in the late 19th 
century, when women organized to provide housing 
and jobs for Jewish immigrants coming from Eastern 
Europe. After World War II, they influenced many 
minhagim such as Shabbat luncheons and supported 
educational activities, such as Religious and Hebrew 
school. During the Civil Rights Movement, sisterhood 
groups broadened their advocacy into areas such as 
desegregation and eventually abortion rights, social 
advocacy, etc. To put us in historical context, our 
Sisterhood was formed in 1920.

Temple Emanu El’s Sisterhood’s mission is as follows:

We are a service organization dedicated to promoting 
the programs of the WRJ (Women of Reform Judaism), 
and URJ (Union for Reform Judaism). That support calls 
us to:

1.	 Uphold and aid the activities of Temple Emanu-El 
and its Religious School.

2.	Foster and further the highest ideals of Judaism 
and humanitarian causes in the community and 
throughout the world.

3.	Promote closer fellowship among its members

What it doesn’t say in our Mission, that I’ve learned in my 
short time on the Board, is that we’re a really neat group 
of bright, dedicated women with big hearts, helping 
hands and ready smiles who love Temple Emanu El and 
who have a passion for supporting others in our Temple 
community. We also operate the Gift Shop and oversee

the Tree of Life (donations to which benefit the Levin 
Learning Center and School Building Fund).

So, what are some of the ways we do that? Funny you 
should ask. Here’s what we did in October and what you 
can look forward to in November:

•	 A good time and great meal were had by all at our 
Divas Dine Out at Chef Chu’s on October 8. 

•	 Our first Tot Shabbat dinner of the New Year took 
place on October 20. For those of you who don’t 
know what Tot Shabbat is, it’s a service designed 
specifically for families with young children. 
Afterwards, the Sisterhood provides dinner.  
Don’t worry, if you missed the one in October,  
our next one will be on November 17, starting at  
6:30 PM. And, if that date doesn’t work, we host 
these once a month!

•	 And, mark your calendars for other exciting 
upcoming events: Zoom Bingo on November 5 
and our Sisterhood Holiday Fair on December 3.

If you’d like to help plan events with us or just get to 
know your Board better, please feel free to come to our 
next Board Meeting on Sunday, November 19th at 10am.

If you haven’t seen our newly designed webpage, 
please visit us at Sisterhood - Temple Emanu-El 
(templesanjose.org) and check out photos of past  
events and a calendar of upcoming and current  
events. If you have any questions about Sisterhood, 
including how to join, please email us at  
sisterhood@templesanjose.org or contact any one  
of our Board Members. If you become a member of 
Sisterhood (for a small tax-deductible donation of  
$36/year) you’ll receive e-vites for our virtual and in 
person events. Hoping to see you soon!

Mindy Cutcher, Corresponding Secretary

Sisterhood
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right to exist, no peace, only hatred and war. Israel has had 
to contain the West Bank and Gaza to protect itself from 
terror attacks. Fences, walls, inspection points and attacks 
on terrorists and their infrastructure had become necessary, 
and of course the Palestinian civilians suffer as a result. 

Israel, along with the United States and many other western 
nations follow humane rules of war as it pertains to civilians. 
Terrorists do not. Where terrorists purposely target civilians, 
Israelis are careful to avoid civilian casualties, and actually 
notify them prior to an attack. What army does that? And, 
side note, 18% of Israel’s population are Arab Israeli citizens 

with full freedoms and political representation in the 
government.

So, what does the future hold? After the recent horrific 
events (still not over at the time of this writing), I believe it 
will take a generation to revisit the possibility of a 2-state 
solution. This could only happen if terrorists are neutralized 
(eliminated, isolated, unsponsored, weakened, rendered 
obsolete). Otherwise, they continue holding the civilian 
population hostage, and they live in a 12th century world, 
“God is Great, kill the infidels.”

 Uri Gottfeld

Two State Solution? continued from page 4

mailto:sisterhood%40templesanjose.org?subject=
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Is Jewish Education an 
Extra-Curricular Activity? 

As some of you might know, I live 
in Oakland and am a member 
at Temple Beth Abraham. As 
a member of a Conservative 
synagogue, I used to receive 

copies of The United Synagogue Review, the bi-yearly 
magazine that was published by the United Synagogue of 
Conservative Judaism (USCJ) for all congregants of USCJ 
affiliated congregations, much in the same manner that 
you used to receive copies of Reform Judaism Magazine 
in the mail from the URJ. About 17 years ago, I was struck 
by an article written by Rabbi Jerome M. Epstein, then 
executive vice-president of the USCJ. He stated that on his 
travels across North America he was struck by comments 
from congregants and leaders regarding the future of 
the Conservative Movement. “Because Conservative 
synagogues and ideology have inspired so many Jews, 
committed congregants voice both concern and hope 
for the movement’s future.” The thrust of the rest of the 
article centered on four ways that congregants could best 
strengthen the Conservative Movement. He did not put 
forth earth-shattering revelations, nor did he state ideas 
that could be only linked to the Conservative Movement. 
His comments could be applied to every Jewish group/
institution throughout the entire North American Jewish 
community. The premise was that the more time, energy, 
and resources you devote, the stronger and more united 
we all become. 

The one comment that really hit home with me was the 
following: “We are all over-programmed, but our spiritual 
life and education must have a significant place on our 
agenda if we want Conservative Judaism to have an impact. 
Carve out some time each week to devote to activities in 
your synagogue.” What he was really saying is that your 
Jewish life, and for that matter the lives of your children, 
cannot become compartmentalized. “Being Jewish” cannot 
become an extra-curricular activity in much the same way 
soccer, baseball, piano, dance, etc. becomes in our lives. 

Soon after I read that article, while working at one of my 
previous positions as Director of Education at Congregation 
Kol Shofar in Tiburon, I posed the following question to a 
group of 5th graders at the religious school: What days of 
the week are you Jewish? The answers were not surprising. 
They ranged from “Tuesday/Thursday afternoons” to 
“Sunday mornings” to “only on holidays” to “every night 
when my parents and I sing the Shema before I go to bed.” 
The overall impression of these 10-11 year olds was that the 

days that they come to religious school are the only times 
that they are Jewish. The rest of the week was devoted to 
their “regular” life. What is missing here? The exact point 
that I try to make to parents every day: If you think that 
sending your children to religious school once or twice per 
week will make them Jewish, you are missing the boat. 
One of Rabbi Epstein’s comments is that “...congregations 
exist to enrich the lives of their members.” We, at Temple 
Emanu-El, offer many programs meant to enrich your 
Jewish lives but it all goes to waste if you do not take this 
enrichment home with you and use it. We cannot make your 
children Jewish through the education of attending TEE’s 
Religious School. It is you who make your children Jewish. 
It is the commitment that you show in the synagogue and 
the programs offered that reflect in the seriousness of your 
Jewish life. The more Judaism becomes extra-curricular, the 
more the fabric of Jewish society becomes tattered at the 
seams. 

I found this quote in an article from the J back in 2017. 
It reflected on the findings from the most recent Pew 
Research Center’s Portrait of Jewish Americans survey at 
the time. Among the conclusions of the researchers was 
(not surprising) that:

 “Jews who are more connected to other Jews 
through their adolescent and young adult years 
are more likely to marry, to marry younger, to marry 
Jews and to have Jewish children. Camps, youth 
groups, Israel travel, campus activities and young 
adult communities all build Jewish social networks. 
Those connections build friendships that lead to 
marriage or romantic connections…Creating more 
Jewish marriages and filling more Jewish baby 
strollers inevitably leads to seeing more Jews in 
the pews, as well as other places where Jewish 
engagement gets acted out.”

All this leads to why I became a Jewish educator and why 
camp was a driving force in my formative years. This why I 
have shaped TEE’s Religious School to be a place where 
the students find connections with their classmates, the 
Temple, the clergy, their teachers, Jewish history, Torah, 
Israel, Tikkun Olam, and camp. This is their happy house 
and, coupled with their family connections to Judaism, they 
will look upon their Jewish education as the foundation for 
a strong Jewish identity. My hope is that TEE’s Religious 
School is not viewed as an extra-curricular activity and 
that the program fills a void. The program is not a Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah “factory” but a place of learning and discovery, 
relationship building, and identity formation. 

Please come and sit in the “pews” on a Sunday morning 
and feel the energy and excitement. You are all invited!

Phil Hankin, RJE, Director of Education

Religious School
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Preschool

Digging for trains and making friends, 
eating pizza and playing chase, 
learning to read and write names, 
learning Hebrew and counting 
in Spanish, counting flowers and 
chasing bugs, the life of preschool is 
always such a wonderful adventure. 
As teachers we spend our days 
surrounded by some of the most 
wonderful people on earth. We take 
the trust that each parent gives us 
seriously and we honor that trust by 
treating each child as our very own 
with the love and respect that they 
deserve. As I go off to spend my day 
amazing little friends, enjoy a few 
pictures of the world of TEPS.

Barbara Smead, MA.Ed
Director of Early Childhood Education

Sage Ray’a Zeltser, daughter of Sarah Zeltser and 
granddaughter of Alex and Tamara Zeltser, will be called to the 
Torah as a Bat Mitzvah on November 4, 2023. Sage is an 8th 
grader at Yavneh Day School who loves music, playing guitar, 
creating digital artwork, and coding. Sage is an amazing artist 
who has created and illustrated numerous graphic comics. She 
has an eclectic taste in music that is sophisticated beyond her 
years and loves to express herself through her unique sense 
of style. Sage deeply cares about others as evidenced by her 
recent decision to become a volunteer Beta Tester for Brightn, 
a new App that’s empowering young adults to improve their 
mental health by building their own one-page mental wellness 
plan. Sage’s Mom, Grandparents, and older sister, Aurora, are 
incredibly proud of her diligently studying in preparation for this 
momentous event and are thrilled to celebrate this milestone 
with friends and family from near and far. Sage is especially 
excited that her big sister Aurora has chosen to put her Aaliyah 
to Israel on hold until after Sage’s Bat Mitzvah!

Bat 
Mitzvah
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November 3
Hanna Baer
Elmer A. Barron
Lillian Becker
Harold Cahn
Gertrude Carmely
Al Chernoff
Felix Costa
Susan Costa
John Fernandez SR
Albert A. Finkle
Flora Fishoff
Teresa Forman
Hannah Fox
Henry (Hank) Frederick
Max (Manny) Frey
Mat Ganz
Frances Goldberg
Dian Grais
William Grant
Rudolph Heidorn
Charles Jacobs
Sam Kaisel
John Kihorany
Herman Labovick
Virginia B. Langan
Nettie Leiter
Samuel Lewon
Anne Meyerson
Nova Nair
Paula Oppenheimer
Jacob Pollack
Joan Poor
Edith Port
Frances K. Powell
Frances K. Powell
Leo Rinsler
Edith Ross
Ben Roth
Bernard Siegler
Helen Slater
Murray Sobolov
Emil Sonnberger

Michael Stanley
Christina Sweely
Mary Weintraub
Mitchell Wolfson
Anne Wolfson
Rose Woron
Harry Zeitlin

November 10
Naomi Ashel
Altina Behar
Anna Boxer
Dr. Bernard Cohen
Kathleen Isabelle 
Douglas
Sam Farber
Louis Fishman
Robert Fishman
Richard Fraser
Jennie Dove Goldberg
Robert Goldberg
Ralph Norman Goldeen
Abe Goldstein
Max Hafter
Jaclyn Hall
Abraham Hassid
Monia Katz
Cecelia Koves
Anna Lapausky
Frederick E. Lehman
Max Mordechai Levin
Virginia Levine
Rubin Lewon
Norman Lieberman
Lillian Malen
Lillian Malen
Biena Newman
Thomas Parkins
Rose Richards
Thomas Frank Robinson
Edith Rosenberg
Edith Rosenberg
Marvin Rossman

Belle Schnee
Mildred Segal
Albert Senigaglia
Joseph Sherman
Solomon Sokol
Lisa Stransky
Kathleen Sullivan
Bella Tresser
Jean Tucker Cannon 
Davis
Sidney Weissman
William David Winter
Richard Wolf
Ruth Woron

November 17
Scott Alberts
Andrew O. Apte
Lottie Bloom
Molly Bloomfield
Denise Blue
Laurence Braude
George Brockman
Arcadi Elbert
Max Emanuel
Dana Alan Fisher
Betty Friedman
Sadie Gabrilowitz
Dorothy Galin
Peter Goldstein
Ida Gordon
Ruth Grayson
Stanley Green
Dorothy Halprin
Saralee Halprin
Lesley Henry
Robert Hersch
Harriet Hirsh
Betty Hoffman
Joyce Jackman
Ralph Jacobs
Straus Joel
Jacob Kadis

Coralie Leder
Abraham Levine
Michal Lubin
Charles Madzel
Leena Mapgaonkar
Oscar Mintzer
Leonard Naymark
Daniel Peck
Joan Penner
Harry Pollock
Mahvash Sahim
Harry Saul
Rita Seldon
Rita Seldon
Hadassah Shafritz
Leo Shulman
Sophie Simans
Marty Skaggs
J.T. Snyder
Ben Sokolec
Martha Taitelman
Michael Tarley
Alex Teller
Sylvia Watson
Cyril Weiss
Doris Wilkes
Blanche Zwern

November 24
Sidney Eisner Atlas
Jack Baer
William Bain
Marvin Barbanell
Phyllis Barbanell
Goldie Bessner
Sidney Braunstein
Adam Cohen
Norah Davenport
Gwen Decker
Lenore Edwards
Saul Feinman
Rose Forster
Martha Friedman

Nehemia Galperin
Gloria Gambord-Teren
Jennie Weiner 
Goldberg
Jacob Goldberg
Fannie O. Goldberg
Joseph Greenhut
Sarah Gross
Gisela Guen
Louis A. Hirsh
Irving Kass
Lois Kay
Mike Korek
Frank Koss
Jacob Koss
Barbara Kurn
Laurie LeMay
Winnie Levin
Harold Levy
Hattie Bloom Lewis
Samuel Libglid
Howard Lubarsky
Harry Miller
Bette Myers
Reeva Pearlstein
Joseph Irving Perr
David Perr
Dick Powell
Robert Ransier
Stephen Rosenberg
Harold Rosenberg
Rudolph Rothholz
Yetta Seldon
Rose Silen
Abraham Slavit
Irving Sogolow
Julie Walker
Frank Warner
Alex Weingarten
Solon Edward Weinstein
Angela Young

We Remember

And those we have lost in years past

Those who have died recently 

Lillian Jade Hanan

Sheldon Aronowitz, husband of Yvonne

Marilyn Handloff, wife of Eugene

Mark Atlas, husband of Yvonne Miriam Atlast

Harriet Reisner, mother of Mitch Resiner

William Poor



20/20 Vision Project
Gerry and Suzanne Gassman,  

in memory of Heidi Preston

Annual Campaign
Anonymous

Manfred Ascher & Gloria Melmon 
Ascher

Matthew & Cyd Braker

Margaret & Robert Cant

Doris Davis

Joan Fox

Larry & Audrey Fox

Diane Gilden

Richard Goldstein & Leona 
Braithwaite-Goldstein

Stephen & Arlene Greenberg

Michele Healey Eaton & Chris Eaton

Ann Lee

Byron Lilly & Nancy Weintraub

Margaret & Robert Newman

Maksim Pritsker & Ana Martinez

Annie Rubenstein

Judith Sapper

Hugh Silin

David & Ilene Tucker

Loui Tucker & Sabine Zappe

Loui Tucker & Sabine Zappe

Julie Turchin

Brad Wall & Ginny Hoffman

Deborah Zimmer & Elizabeth Shivell

Campership Fund
Fagie Rosen, in memory of  

Lucille Delman

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Brenda Weinstock, in memory of  

Robert Zollars

Choir Fund
Abe Livchitz, in memory of Mo Livchitz

Douglas & Suzanne Tobin

Endowment Fund
Ruth & Robert Fox, in honor of  

Joan Fox

General Fund 
Bette Emanuel, in memory of  

Mark Emanuel

Stephen & Arlene Greenberg,  
in memory of Arther Leon

Todd Hansen & Beth Freeman-
Hansen

Jewish Silicon Valley

Rebecca Kamen, in memory of  
Lucille “Lucy” Delman

Dr. R. Henry & Jean Richards,  
in memory of Florence Spinner

Dr. R. Henry & Jean Richards,  
in memory of Sam Spinner

Judith Sapper, in honor of participating 
in Kol Nidre Services

Pamela Toman

Henry & Debra Watkins

JoAnne Salman-Tehrani 
Homeless Fund

Brenda Weinstock, in memory of 
Stewart Weinstock

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
Virginia Beck

Susan Cahn, in blessed memory of  
Dr. Edward Cahn and in honor of 
Marjorie Cahn

Rebecca Dishotsky and Kirk,  
Sophie & Abby Everett, in honor of 
Jennie Dishotsky - beloved nana, 
mom and spouse

Robyn Levine

Harold M. & Luisa Smith

Mark & Lynette Tannen, in memory of 
Bernard Smulyan

Bernice & Ben Vitcov

Brenda Weinstock, in memory of  
Deidra Jernigan

Religious School Fund 
Brenda Weinstock, in memory of  

Edna Weinstock

Connections
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Thank You For Your Generous Contributions

If you would 
like to make a 
contribution, 

visit 
 www.templesanjose.org

http://www.templesanjose.org


Connections
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““IItt  wwoouulldd  bbee  mmyy  
pplleeaassuurree  ttoo  bbee  
yyoouurr  RReeaallttoorr!!””  

Mary Cohen 
Realtor DRE # 01080797 

Senior Real Estate Specialist (SRES) 
Quality Service Certified (QSC) 

408.981.2955 cell 
mary.cohen@compass.com 

In appreciation of your business and referrals, a 
donation will be made to Temple Emanu-El  

at close of escrow. 

If you would like  
to advertise in  

Temple Emanu-El’s  
Connections  

contact Oliver Housman at  
oliver@templesanjose.org.

mailto:?subject=
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Clergy____________________________________________________________
Dana Magat | Senior Rabbi – rabbimagat@templesanjose.org
Leah Shafritz | Cantor – cantorshafritz@templesanjose.org
Joseph Gitin, D.D. (z”l) | Rabbi Emeritus

Committee Chairs__________________________________________________
Len Schreibstein | Adult Education – lifelonglearning@templesanjose.org 
Membership | Havurot Coordinator – havurah@templesanjose.org
Andrew Weinberg | Membership Commitment – dues@templesanjose.org
Uri Gottfeld | Facilities – facilities@templesanjose.org
TBD | Marketing – marketing@templesanjose.org
Branden Frederick | Ritual – ritual@templesanjose.org
Judy Levy | Tikkun Olam – to@templesanjose.org
Shirley Lee and Kim Jackman | Membership Committee – membership@templesanjose.org
TBD | Security Committee – security@templesanjose.org
Rebecca Frederick | Religious School Committee – rscommittee@templesanjose.org
Fagie Rosen and Cherie Ravel | Caring Committee – caring@templesanjose.org
TBD | Endowment Committee – endowment@templesanjose.org
Sarah Pollock | Preschool Committee – pscommittee@templesanjose.org

Staff_____________________________________________________________
Stephanie Pollock | Executive Director – stephanie@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 ext. 233
Barbara Smead | Preschool Director – barbara@templesanjose.org | 408-293-8660 | #434404443
Phil Hankin | Director of Education – phil@templesanjose.org | 408-292-3223
Shantha Smith | Bookkeeper – shantha@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 x235
Iris Bendahan | Administrative Assistant & Clergy Support – iris@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 x 231
Oliver Housman | Marketing & Communications Coordinator – oliver@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 x234
Cherie Ravel | Cemetery Administrator – cherie@templesanjose.org | 408-674-5867

Board of Trustees__________________________________________________
David Heiman | President – president@templesanjose.org
Michele Healey | Secretary – secretary@templesanjose.org
Rachelle Vogler | VP Membership – vpmembership@templesanjose.org
Byron Lilly | Treasurer – treasurer@templesanjose.org
Shannon Brown | VP Administration – vpadmin@templesanjose.org
Branden Frederick | VP Education, Youth, and Ritual – vprey@templesanjose.org
Steve Krandel | Immediate Past President

Auxiliaries________________________________________________________
Jeff Rudy | Brotherhood President – brotherhood@templesanjose.org
Joy Powell | Sisterhood President – sisterhood@templesanjose.org
Jordyn Rose | EESY President – youthgroup@templesanjose.org

CONNECTIONS is published 10 times a year by Temple Emanu-El, 1010 University Ave., San Jose, CA 95126. 

Award/Operating and Tribute Funds
General Fund
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Alvin Ravel Garden Fund
Beverly Jordan Temple Beautification Fund
Judith Jurman Omens Cemetery 

Beautification Fund
Lou and Clara Juren Library Fund
Ralph Goldeen Library Fund
Endowment Fund

Religious Funds
Harold Cahn Prayerbook Fund
Kenneth Gordon Children’s Prayerbook Fund
Susanne & Maurice Tucker High Holy Days 

Music Fund

Youth Funds
Religious School Fund
Religious School Enrichment Fund
Betty Rinsler Religious School
Endowment Fund
Weintraub Religious School Scholarship Fund
Youth Enrichment Fund
Leonard and Bernice Gaon Campership Fund
Michael Elman Campership Fund
Milton Fox Campership Fund
Phyllis Matzner Campership Fund
Israel Scholarship Fund
Susanne C. Blickman Arts and Crafts Fund
Sid Rosenberg Religious School Senior Trip 

Fund

Cultural Funds
Choir Fund
Phyllis Omel Junior Choir Fund
Bertram Berns Music Fund
Shank-Rockman Family Sound System Fund
Scholar in Residence Fund

Community Funds
Accompaniment Fund 
Facilities for the Aged Fund (Chai House)
JoAnne Salman-Tehrani Homeless Fund

Other Tribute Opportunities
$36 - Prayerbook Tribute
$218/$500/$750 - Tree of Life
Leaf/small/large rock
$500 - Sanctuary Chair Plaque
$750 - Memorial Plaque (in sanctuary foyer)

Opportunities in 
Levin Learning Center
$5,000 - Stair Plaque
$10,000 - Library Column Dedication
$25,000 - Room Dedication

Contact the Admin team for 
additional opportunities.

Making a contribution to one of Temple Emanu-El’s many funds is a wonderful way to 
honor your friends and family. You may make contributions in honor of a birth, a birthday, 
brit milah, baby naming, Bar/Bat Mitzvah, confirmation, graduation, engagement, 
wedding, anniversary, promotion, new home, special occasion or just because. You may 
also make contributions for get-well wishes, condolences, remembrances and yahrzeits.
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