
Annual Campaign Update
Our Annual Campaign is well 
underway, and as of October 
24, we are at $34,106 raised, 
with a goal of $100,000. This is a 
wonderful opportunity for you to 
help support Temple Emanu-El 
programing, services & more 
that we all enjoy on a daily basis. 

We would also like to announce a  
save the date for GIVING TUESDAY

on Tuesday, November 29, when 
ALL of your donations will be matched.

That’s right! The value of your donation  
becomes doubled, with $1 becoming $2,  

$5 becoming $10, and more!

If you haven’t yet gotten involved, please consider  
making a tax deductible donation here.  

https://www.templesanjose.org/annualcampaign
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IP In Person Event*

ST Event will be Streamed on Temple  
 Website & YouTube Channel

ZM On Zoom*

*Pre-Registration Required

Friday, November 4

7:00 PM Erev Family Shabbat Service – IP, ST

Saturday, November 5

10:30 AM Bar Mitzvah of  
 Jonathan Avila – IP, ST

Friday, November 11

7:00 PM Erev Shabbat Service – IP, ST

Friday, November 18

6:00 PM Tot Shabbat – IP

7:00 PM Erev Shabbat Service – IP, ST

Saturday, November 19

10:30 AM  Bar Mitzvah of  
 Andres Mathias – IP, ST

Friday, November 25

6:30 PM Shabbat at Home – ZM

November Service Schedule

Latkes and Laughs is finally double digits. 

Join us, IN PERSON, or through our streaming platform,  
or our 10th Annual Latkes & Laughs “FUNdraiser”on  

Sunday, December 18 at 5:00 PM,  
open to everyone!

Sit around the table with friends and family to share  
laughter, delicious latkes, sufganyiot, and multiple opinions!

This year’s show will feature  
Avi Lieberman, Orion Levin & 
Jeff Applebaum.

Tickets are available NOW! 
Purchase them before space 
runs out.

1010 University Ave. 
San Jose, CA 95126 

408-292-0939 
www.templesanjose.org

facebook.com/templesanjose 
twitter.com/templesanjose 
admin@templesanjose.org

$34,106

GOAL $100,000

ZIGZAG Cookie Show: 
Edible Holiday Gifts

Thursday, December 1   
at 1:00 PM.

Check the Temple website for details

Help Us Fill Up The Tree
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L’Shanah Tovah. I’m Steve Krandel, 
President of Temple Emanu-El’s Board 
of Trustees. 

In 2019 at Erev Rosh Hashanah 
services, I had the honor of speaking 
to you about our 20/20 project. A 
few months later, I “volunteered” to 

be Temple President. I thought, “How hard could it be?” 
Within 60 days, we were all locked down and no one really 
knew what was going to happen next. We quickly had to 
learn how to operate our synagogue while the building 
was closed. I don’t have to remind you what that was like. 
I think we did a wonderful job and kept our congregation 
moving forward.

Some of the changes were good for us. I think Zoom has 
allowed us to be more creative with our programming 
and certainly allowed us to stay connected during a very 
difficult time.

Reform Judaism was already going through a lot of 
changes, but the Pandemic accelerated the process. 

It used to be that we talked about membership and dues. 
Who are the members? What are they paying? How do 
we convince them to give more? It was a very institution-
centric view of the world. It was all about what our 
membership could do for the Temple.

When I joined the board 17 years ago, a noticeable shift 
had begun within the Reform Movement. We started 
talking much more about engagement and retention. 
The feeling was that if you welcomed new people and 
offered enough programming they would stay, and the 
Temple would have plenty of money to do whatever we 
needed. We eliminated the word “Dues” and talked about 
“Commitment.” We needed to keep people interested and 
everything would be great.

But the world keeps changing. We work more hours than 
ever before. We over-program our kids. Life is not easier 
than it was even 20 years ago. On top of that, only 30% of 
Jews marry other Jews. How do you keep a congregation 
growing, thriving and vibrant?

Enter the concept of “Belonging”. I know it sounds like just 
another touchy-feely thing that’s no different than anything 
we’ve done in the past. But it’s quite different.

When I was a kid, Temple Emanu-El was a focal point for 
our family. Many of my parents’ friends belonged here. 
Their cohort of friends were deeply committed and served 
in all sorts of ways: On the Board, Sisterhood, Brotherhood, 
Committees. Fox, Leiter, Jurman, Davis, Goldberg, Ross, 
Sommer, Shank and countless others were self-motivated 
and served the Temple in every possible capacity from 
Executive Board to Committee member. I think the 

underlying motivation for many was “What can we do for 
Temple Emanu-El?” While we still need that attitude, our 
future success depends on something quite different.

So, what’s changing? We need shift our mindset in several 
areas. 

1. We need to move away from developing leaders in 
specific positions and instead focus on developing 
leaders who can make things happen. My dad always 
said, “It’s easy to find people to take on a project. It’s 
hard to get people to take on a program.” This will 
empower all congregants to find the thing they want 
to do and then do it. A simple example. “I’d love to be 
in a photography group; Does the temple have one 
of those?” We can’t respond with “ Let’s put that on 
the agenda for a board meeting,” Instead, we need to 
say, “Not yet. Would you like to start one?”

2. We need to move away from text-to-life approaches 
(engaging people by starting with prayer, or Hebrew, 
or ritual and texts) and instead embrace life-to-text 
approaches that engage people by starting with their 
lives.

 Wow! That’s a mouthful! But what does it mean? 
It means that we can better connect with more 
people if we have programming that goes along with 
things people are dealing with in their lives. Sure, 
it’s important to have services on Friday nights. But, 
perhaps, we don’t need to be worried about how 
many people are there. Maybe we can be just as 
effective if we have events that bring people together 
who are dealing with a common issue. For example, 
we have group of people who have been meeting 
periodically to talk about what role we play in our 
kids’ lives when they go off to college and beyond. 
These people feel connected because they are all 
dealing with the same thing. We need to be more 
focused connecting people; not just getting them to 
services. This is different and requires some skills that 
we may not yet have.

3. We need to focus less on affiliation and membership; 
instead, move toward a culture of belonging. We must 
change the questions we ask ourselves. Now, we 
often ask: How do I get so-and-so to join? Why aren’t 
they members? Instead, we need to ask: Do people 
feel seen, heard, known, and loved? Have we helped 
someone to connect with others within our Temple 
family. Do people feel like they have a home here? 

 This means we must collaborate with other 
congregations and agencies within our area. We 
need to be expert at marketing our programming to 
the whole Jewish community. We can’t continue to 

continued on page3 

From the President
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 think that we are the only game in town. We need to 
embrace people who have not joined and welcome 
the energy they bring to the community. Sure, not 
everyone will join Temple Emanu-El, but some might. 
If people join elsewhere, that’s OK, too. 

4. We need to focus less on the needs of the institution 
and more on the needs of people. Instead of 
wondering why people aren’t giving or participating, 
we need to be more concerned about what they 
want from Temple Emanu-El. Basically, the question 
shifts from “What can you do for Temple-Emanuel?” 
to “What can Temple Emanu-El do for you?”

5. We need to worry less about what the Jewish 
community looks like now; instead, build for what 
the Jewish community is becoming. We can’t just 
do things the way we always have. Adapting to our 
continuously changing community is critical.

 It means acknowledging that just because we don’t 
see many Jews of Color in our congregation – or 
transgender Jews, or working-class Jews – it doesn’t 
mean they don’t exist; it means we haven’t made it 
easy enough for them to get involved.

 It means taking a hard look at who we honor with 
positions of authority on our boards.

 It means asking hard questions about what Jewish 
life and rituals look like for the members of our 
congregational family that are not Jewish. 70% 
of Jews marry people who don’t have a Jewish 
background. How do we better welcome the entire 
family and extended family and make them feel 
comfortable with who we are? And how do we make 
them feel spiritually fulfilled when they need us? 
What would it look like to build a community with 
folks whose grandparents are an integral part of their 
children and grandchildren’s lives? 

 It means recognizing that the Jewish people is made 
up of all kinds of Jews.

 

So, where are we now? 

We’ve begun to take some steps which we feel are 
important. We have a fantastic Membership Committee 
led by Shirley Lee and Kim Jackman. We are rebuilding 
our list of prospective members. Rachelle Vogler led the 
development of an onboarding process that includes a 
buddy system and a solid process to make sure each 
new member has contact from the various auxiliaries and 
leaders from throughout the organization. No one will get 
lost in the shuffle.

Every event we have should have a goal of either 
attracting new members, bringing in more of our existing 

members or something related to “belonging”. We are 
putting an emphasis on social media so that we can 
broaden our reach beyond our current membership. 
Rebecca Frederick is helping us to reimagine our Havurah 
program. 

Sharon Genkin, Bob Levy and Marci Gerston are heading 
up our Tikkun Olam programs. Surveys have shown that 
younger people want to be involved in bettering the 
world. They want to be involved; not lectured to. They 
want to participate and truly be seen. 

We are experimenting with services where the 
congregation can actively participate instead of being a 
spectator. I think you’ll get a big taste of this at tomorrow 
morning’s service.

Our 20/20 project is part of this journey as well. When 
complete, we will have a home that we can all be proud of. 
If you have any questions about this, please contact me at 
president@templesanjose.org and I can help you or point 
you to someone from the committee.

What do we need from all of you? First you can start by 
filling out the survey we will email to you once High Holy 
Days are complete. We want to know how you feel about 
the whole experience and the changes that Rabbi Magat 
along with Branden Frederick and the Ritual Committee 
have made. We are also going to give you the opportunity 
to tell us “What can Temple Emanu-El do for you?” It’s your 
opportunity to tell us what would make you feel happier 
and more connected to this community.

Finally, I would be derelict in my duties as President if I 
didn’t urge you to participate in our Annual Campaign. You 
should have received the pledge card at High Holiday 
services. This is more important than ever before. This 
year we don’t have the luxury of Payroll Protection loans, 
so our budget is very tight. This campaign is not so we can 
have extra money. We budget this one in order to have 
enough to operate.

On the surface, this is daunting. However, if we look at this 
as a journey, we can get where we need to be over time. 
Some of these changes may even put pressure on our 
economic model. However, I don’t think there is a person 
in this room that isn’t up for this. This isn’t a journey for 
the Board of Trustees alone. Every single member should 
be part of this transformation. For some of us that means 
planting trees that we may not see grow. For others, it 
means investing in your own future.

With all we have ahead of us, I have this simple wish for 
Temple Emanu-El: I want everyone who comes through 
our doors (virtually or in person) to leave saying, “I matter, I 
am seen, I am proud, I commit”

L’Shanah Tovah, Steven Krandel

From the President… continued from page 2
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Throughout the year, Rabbi Magat will feature articles 
written by his students that provide a deeper insight into 
various topics. 

The other day I decided to rewatch Fiddler on the Roof, 
as it was one of my favorite musicals growing up. Upon 
this rewatch though, it was different. I found myself having 
a deeper understanding of how the story connects to 
the beginning of the liberal Judaism movement. Tevye, 
the protagonist of the story, struggles with the tension 
of honoring traditions and beliefs of Judaism with the 
modern intellectual and political realities. He served as 
an example of the other Jewish people in Europe during 
the post-Enlightenment world. As the Jewish people 
began to participate in public life versus the segregated 
communities, the very definition on how to live Jewishly 
began to shift. 

This is where Reform Judaism enters, beginning in 
Germany in the 1800s, but picking up popularity in the 
United States. At its very core, Reform Judaism (besides its 
beliefs in God) believes: 

1. “The Torah was written by human hands.

2. Rationality of humanity.

3. Belief in egalitarianism. 

4. Process of reinterpretation of the Torah to the 
language of today is ongoing and that every 
Jew has a stake and role in that restatement and 
extension.

5. Belief in strong moral code and social action 
commitment embodied in the ceipted of Tikkun 
Olam, rebuilding the world.”   

Tenets of Reform Judaism

When looking at these tenets now, they almost feel like 
table stakes to any modern religious practice and it can be 
easy to take them for granted. Like, of course these are 
the tenets, they feel like the decrees of being a decent 
human being. However, these caused a major shift in 
Judaism, and still have a lasting impact to this day. 

When compared to the other modern Jewish 
denominations, it is number 4 of the tenets that resonate 
the most to me when understanding what it means to 
be Reform. As Anita Diamant noted in Living a Jewish 
Life, “Reform Judaism affirms the ability of every Jew to 
choose, on the basis of study and experimentation, the 
observances and rituals that bring him or her closer to 
God” pg 101. Reform recognizes individuality while still 
maintaining a strong community with the same morals 
and beliefs. It allows individuals to connect with Judaism 

through the act of self-discovery and critical thought. That 
is, it honors how we self-identify, what’s most important to 
us, and what aspects of halacha we choose that connect 
us with Judaism and its traditions. 

One personal example of this is ethical kashrut.  
While I may not find that following kashrut in the traditional 
sense to be fulfilling, following ethical kashrut provides 
me with the greater connection to halacha in the sense 
of reducing suffering of humans and animals, respecting 
land, and protecting our health. It’s a different application 
of the same values. What I would otherwise ignore 
or bregrungdibly follow, provides me with a deeper 
connection to the food I eat (which was one of the original 
intentions  
of kashrut). 

The root of Judaism’s survival is adaptation, and the 
constant evolution of its practice over the course of time. 
Thus, Reform feels like a natural part of the history of 
Judaism and showcases that the traditions of Judaism 
can continue to be upheld despite our varying ways of 
practicing. In Fiddler on the Roof, Tevye states “Traditions, 
traditions. Without our traditions our lives would be as 
shaky as… as a fiddler on the roof!” And he’s right! But 
what Reform Judaism has shown is that tradition can thrive 
in the modern world despite the perceived threats to 
challenge it.

Words From the Rabbi
What does it mean to be Reform? 
Guest Writer: Ashley Cagan

Alma and Jeremy Mathias  
are delighted to celebrate  
the Bar Mitzvah of their son,  
Andres Mathias, on Saturday, 
November 19th. Andy’s Torah 
portion will be Chayei Sarah in the 
book of Genesis. 

Andy, his parents, and his two 
siblings, Elena and Daniel, are 
residents of San Jose. He is the 
grandson of Jane (Rosen) Mathias 
and Elliot Mathias of Woodbridge, 
CT; and Noemi Palomera of  
Marina, CA.

Andy is currently a seventh grader 
at Union Elementary School. He 
loves tackling engineering projects, 
including the doggy door he is now 
building for his beloved Bruno. Andy 
also performs in musical theater, and 
plays the guitar.

Bar 
Mitzvah
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And those we have lost in years past

NOVEMBER 4  |  Hilda Altman, Hanna Baer, Elmer A. Barron, 
Ben Berman, Sylvia Braude, Gertrude Carmely, Nettie Chatoff, Al 
Chernoff, Felix Costa, Susan Costa, Theresa H. Epstein, Michael 
Feinman, John Fernandez SR, Flora Fishoff, Hannah Fox, Henry 
(Hank) Frederick, Mat Ganz, Hyman Garshon, Adrian Gaynor, 
William Grant, Charles Greenberg, Max Hafter, Harry Hirsh, Charles 
Jacobs, Joseph Jacobson, Mary Katz, John Kihorany, Leon Lagier, 
Virginia B. Langan, Nettie Leiter, Leah Leizerbaum, Samuel Lewon, 
Don W. MacDonald, Margaret Miller, George Marvin Nathan, 
Herbert J. Nayman, Mildred Polgar, Jacob Pollack, Joan Poor, Edith 
Port, Frances K. Powell, Stuart Press, Louis Richards, Leo Rinsler, 
Max Rosenthal, Edith Ross, Ben Roth, Bernard Siegler, Helen Slater, 
Homer Sobel, Emil Sonnberger, Christina Sweely, Joseph Wolff, 
Mitchell Wolfson, Anne Wolfson

NOVEMBER 11  |  Scott Alberts, Naomi Ashel, Lillian Becker, 
Kathleen Isabelle Douglas, Jean Claire Farber, Albert A. Finkle, 
Robert Fishman, Richard Fraser, Robert Goldberg, Frances 
Goldberg, Abe Goldstein, Dian Grais, Rudolph Heidorn, Edward 
Hochman, Ralph Jacobs, Ralph Jacobs, Ida Kragen, Herman 
Labovick, Anna Lapausky, Coralie Leder, Virginia Levine, Rubin 
Lewon, Lillian Malen, Lillian Malen, Anne Meyerson, Nova Nair, 
Paula Oppenheimer, Dr. Morris Oransz, Sofia Oransz, Rachel Orloff, 
Thomas Frank Robinson, Edith Rosenberg, Marvin Rossman, Lita 
Smolin Segal-Katz, J.T. Snyder, Michael Stanley, Lisa Stransky, 
Kathleen Sullivan, Jean Tucker Cannon Davis, Mary Weintraub, 
Sidney Weissman, William David Winter, Richard Wolf, Harry Zeitlin

NOVEMBER 18  |  Molly Bloomfield, Denise Blue, George 
Brockman, Harold Cahn, Dr. Bernard Cohen, Arcadi Elbert, Max 
Emanuel, Dana Alan Fisher, Louis Fishman, Samuel Freeling, 
Max (Manny) Frey, Sadie Gabrilowitz, Dorothy Galin, Jennie Dove 
Goldberg, Stanley Green, Dorothy Halprin, Saralee Halprin, 
Abraham Hassid, Lesley Henry, Robert Hersch, Betty Hoffman, 
Joyce Jackman, Straus Joel, Jacob Kadis, Sam Kaisel, Monia Katz, 
Frederick E. Lehman, Biena Newman, Elisha Papo, Sara Papo, 
Joan Penner, Mildred Segal, Hadassah Shafritz, Rose Silen, Sophie 
Simans, Craig Singer, Marty Skaggs, Murray Sobolov, Ben Sokolec, 
Martha Taitelman, Bella Tresser, Frank Warner, Sylvia Watson, Solon 
Edward Weinstein, Cyril Weiss, Blanche Zwern

NOVEMBER 25  |  Andrew O. Apte, Sidney Eisner Atlas, Jack 
Baer, William Bain, Marvin Barbanell, Phyllis Barbanell, Altina Behar, 
Goldie Bessner, Lottie Bloom, Anna Boxer, Sidney Braunstein, 
Guillermo Brzostowski, Norah Davenport, Gwen Decker, Lenore 
Edwards, Bess Ellis, Sam Farber, Rose Forster, Gloria Gambord-
Teren, Ralph Norman Goldeen, Ruth Grayson, Joseph Greenhut, 
Sarah Gross, Mike Korek, Cecelia Koves, Barbara Kurn, Laurie 
LeMay, Max Mordechai Levin, Winnie Levin, Harold Levy, Samuel 
Libglid, Norman Lieberman, Leena Mapgaonkar, Harry Miller, 
Leonard Naymark, Harry Pollock, Dick Powell, Robert Ransier, Rose 
Richards, Jack Rosenberg, Rudolph Rothholz, Mahvash Sahim, 
Belle Schnee, Albert Senigaglia, Joseph Sherman, Daniel Shev, 
Edward Shev, Alan Singer, Abraham Slavit, Solomon Sokol, Alex 
Teller, Alex Weingarten, Ruth Woron, Angela Young

We 
Remember

October

The Tikkun Olam committee held a 
wonderful postcarding event on August 
24th to help get out the vote. Postcards 
were provided by RAC through the Every 
Voice, Every Vote campaign to reach 
low propensity voters in the south. Not 
only did we fill out postcards with voting 
information ,but we also had a lively and 
meaningful conversation about next steps 
for the committee. The consensus was 
that we want to focus on reproductive 
rights/abortion rights. We will be looking 
at ways to move forward after the High 
Holy Days. 

Feel free to reach out if you would like to 
get more involved. I can be reached at: 
to@templesanjose.org

Sharon Genkin, Tikkun Olam Chair

Tikkun Olam 
November

As I am writing this article, the Tikkun Olam Committee wrote hundreds of 
postcards to get out the vote among low propensity voters. We have just 
completed the Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur services, where we were 
inspired to think about ways we can make the world a better place through 
creating a sense of belonging, through working for reproductive rights and 
climate change, and through ending gun violence. 

Gun violence prevention is a particular passion of mine, as I am the California 
State Community Outreach Lead for Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense 
in America. We work with survivors of gun violence, concerned citizens, and 
gun owners to implement and educate about sensible gun laws, as well as 
supporting community groups who are also working to end gun violence. 

If you are interested in joining me in this important work, text the word READY 
to 644-33. Please also stay tuned for an upcoming workshop in the next 
few months on the ways that Jewish values and gun violence prevention 
intersect that I will be co-leading with Jessica Blitchok, who is the California 
State Local Legislation Lead for Moms Demand Action. We will be posting 
more information about that workshop soon, and hope to see you there.

Sharon Genkin, Tikkun Olam Chair

Those who have died recently 

Nesya Fishstrom

Fritza Gottfeld, father of Uri Gottfeld

mailto:to%40templesanjose.org?subject=
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Is Jewish Education an 
Extra-Curricular Activity? 

As some of you might know, I live 
in Oakland and am a member 
at Temple Beth Abraham. As 
a member of a Conservative 
synagogue, I used to receive 
copies of The United Synagogue 
Review, the bi-yearly magazine 
that was published by the United 

Synagogue of Conservative Judaism (USCJ) for all 
congregants of USCJ affiliated congregations, much in the 
same manner that you used to receive copies of Reform 
Judaism Magazine in the mail from the URJ.  About 15 
years ago, I was struck by an article written by Rabbi 
Jerome M. Epstein, then executive vice-president of the 
USCJ. He stated that on his travels across North America 
he was struck by comments from congregants and leaders 
regarding the future of the Conservative Movement. 
“Because Conservative synagogues and ideology have 
inspired so many Jews, committed congregants voice 
both concern and hope for the movement’s future.” The 
thrust of the rest of the article centered on four ways that 
congregants could best strengthen the Conservative 
Movement. He did not put forth earth-shattering 
revelations, nor did he state ideas that could be only 
linked to the Conservative Movement. His comments could 
be applied to every Jewish group/institution throughout 
the entire North American Jewish community. The premise 
was that the more time, energy, and resources you devote, 
the stronger and more united we all become. 

The one comment that really hit home with me was the 
following: “We are all over-programmed, but our spiritual 
life and education must have a significant place on our 
agenda if we want Conservative Judaism to have an 
impact. Carve out some time each week to devote to 
activities in your synagogue.” What he was really saying 
is that your Jewish life, and for that matter the lives of 
your children, cannot become compartmentalized. “Being 
Jewish” cannot become an extra-curricular activity in 
much the same way soccer, baseball, piano, dance, etc. 
becomes in our lives. 

 Soon after I read that article, while working at one 
of my previous positions as Director of Education at 
Congregation Kol Shofar in Tiburon, I posed the following 
question to a group of 5th graders at the religious school: 
What days of the week are you Jewish? The answers 
were not surprising. They ranged from “Tuesday/Thursday 
afternoons” to “Sunday mornings” to “only on holidays” to 
“every night when my parents and I sing the Shema before 
I go to bed.” The overall impression of these 10-11 year olds 
was that the days that they come to religious school are 

the only times that they are Jewish. The rest of the week 
was devoted to their “regular” life. What is missing here? 
The exact point that I try to make to parents every day: If 
you think that sending your children to religious school 
once or twice per week will make them Jewish, you are 
missing the boat. One of Rabbi Epstein’s comments is that 
“...congregations exist to enrich the lives of their members.” 
We, at Temple Emanu-El, offer many programs meant to 
enrich your Jewish lives but it all goes to waste if you do 
not take this enrichment home with you and use it. We 
cannot make your children Jewish through the education 
of attending TEE’s Religious School. It is you who make 
your children Jewish. It is the commitment that you show 
in the synagogue and the programs offered that reflect 
in the seriousness of your Jewish life. The more Judaism 
becomes extra-curricular, the more the fabric of Jewish 
society becomes tattered at the seams. 

I found this quote in an article from the J back in 2017. 
It reflected on the findings from the most recent Pew 
Research Center’s Portrait of Jewish Americans survey at 
the time. Among the conclusions of the researchers was 
(not surprising) that:

 “Jews who are more connected to other Jews 
through their adolescent and young adult years 
are more likely to marry, to marry younger, to marry 
Jews and to have Jewish children. Camps, youth 
groups, Israel travel, campus activities and young 
adult communities all build Jewish social networks. 
Those connections build friendships that lead to 
marriage or romantic connections…Creating more 
Jewish marriages and filling more Jewish baby 
strollers inevitably leads to seeing more Jews in 
the pews, as well as other places where Jewish 
engagement gets acted out.”

All this leads to why I became a Jewish educator and why 
camp was a driving force in my formative years. This why I 
have shaped TEE’s Religious School to be a place where 
the students find connections with their classmates, the 
Temple, the clergy, their teachers, Jewish history, Torah, 
Israel, Tikkun Olam, and camp. This is their happy house 
and, coupled with their family connections to Judaism, they 
will look upon their Jewish education as the foundation for 
a strong Jewish identity. My hope is that TEE’s Religious 
School is not viewed as an extra-curricular activity and 
that the program fills a void. The program is not a Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah “factory” but a place of learning and discovery, 
relationship building, and identity formation. 

Please come and sit in the “pews” on a Sunday morning 
and feel the energy and excitement. You are all invited!

Phil Hankin, RJE, Director of Education

Religious School
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A  Ritual Committee A

Is Thanksgiving a Jewish holiday? 

It certainly seems Jewish. We’ve got this big meal which 
we’ve spent all day making, which – check, Jewish. Then 
there’s the explaining of the symbols like the cornucopia 
and weird hats with belts on them, which again – check, 
Jewish. Then we’ve got all the ritual foods that many 
people eat only on this one holiday: turkey, candied yams, 
pumpkin pie, that weird cranberry sauce that stays the 
shape of the can, which yet again – extremely Jewish. And 
then, there’s the Thanksgiving ambiguity. It is a harvest 
festival? Or is it remembering a historical event? Or is it a 
religious celebration? Nope, we use the Jewish approach 
to holidays: Why not all three? 

Gratitude and thankfulness are the reigning themes of 
the season. And they are very much Jewish values, as 
our most common prayers and blessings are linchpinned 
around thanking God for making bread and the fruit of 
the vine and bringing us health and family and friends 
and for making the world as a whole. Thankfulness is a 
core, fundamental part of the Jewish world-view – you 
simply cannot practice Judaism without encountering 
thankfulness. 

Is the Jewishness of Thanksgiving all just coincidence? 
Surely, while the rituals and values of Thanksgiving 
certainly seem like Jewish rituals and values, Judaism 
holds these with no monopoly.

Historians tell us that the Puritans who celebrated the first 
Thanksgiving saw their arrival in America as analogous to 
the exodus of Israelites from Egypt. They were readers of 
the Bible, viewing their lives through Biblical lenses, giving 
their children Biblical names, and so it’s likely that they 
were familiar with the Biblical holidays, including Sukkot 
and Passover. 

Did they model their Thanksgiving feast after a Israelite 
harvest festival? It cannot be said for certain. Yet, the 
parallels are apparent, and whether they intentionally 
crafted their Day of Thanksgiving this way or not, their 
familiarity with Biblical festivals created obvious echoes in 
the formulation of their new holidays. 

Returning our attention to the present, it’s now time for 
us to plan our upcoming Thanksgiving celebration. This 
year it happens that Thanksgiving coincides with Rosh 
Chodesh for the month of Kislev, and while there is little 
that ties together these two very different festivals, maybe 
their overlapping observance will inspire us to adjust our 
Thanksgiving observance into something deliberately, 
distinctly Jewish.

Branden Frederick, Ritual Committee

The early days of October were full of High Holy 
Days and Sukkot.  Wonderful opportunities to come 
together as a congregation for faith and friendship.  
At Sisterhood we continued with multigenerational 
events that extended that feeling.

October/November highlights included:

Tot Shabbat on October 21 - the second one of the 
year celebrating this wonderful family event.  Parents 
and their children appreciated the chance to be 
together and have a special meal after services.  
Many thanks to Judy and Bob Levy who put it 
together!  Be sure to sign up for the next Tot Shabbat 
on Friday, November 18.  Please let us know if you 
would like to help.  It is really rewarding to volunteer 
on Tot Shabbat!

Save the Dates

Don’t miss the Sisterhood Holiday Fair on Sunday, 
December 4 from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM.  We will 
be featuring beautiful, distinctive items from local 
vendors as well as Temple Emanu-El’s awesome 
Judaica gift shop. Be sure to shop for the holidays 
and yourself!

Our annual Sisterhood Hanukkah Party will be on 
Wednesday, December 21 from 6:00 - 9:00 PM, in 
the Benefactor’s Room. Please join us for the fun 
with wonderful holiday dishes and an exciting gift 
exchange.

We hope to see you at these and more upcoming 
Zoom and in-person events.  Be sure to check your 
email for our evites.

We are always looking for volunteers.  If you are  
interested in helping with activities, Tot Shabbat 
Dinners or chairing an event, please contact us by 
emailing sisterhood@templesanjose.org.

Happy Thanksgiving!
Ellen Rudy, Corresponding Secretary

Sisterhood

mailto:sisterhood%40templesanjose.org?subject=
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Introducing Brotherhood Member Alan Ziffer!

Born in Miami Beach, Florida, Alan moved to Fort Lauderdale 
when he was 10. He is the oldest of 5 siblings and has two 
brothers and two sisters. Sadly, Laura, his wife of 38 years 
recently passed away.

Alan keeps busy with his day gig working for Price Simms 
Family Dealerships supporting 12 dealerships with their digital 
efforts, phone systems, and sales. Alan’s friends describe 
him as quiet, but say he’ll offer a zinger once in a while. Alan 
is a huge Rolling Stones fan and his favorite movie is the 
1962 film, The Longest Day and the 1970 action war movie 
Kelly’s Heroes. I asked Alan if he could meet anyone past 
or present,who would he pick. He 
shared, “It would be Bob Dylan 
because he changed everything.”

Pinot Noir is his choice of wine and 
he also savors a smooth Bourbon 
or Scotch. For dessert, Alan told me, 
“Vanilla ice cream is all that much 
better with a dash of Gentleman 
Jack!“

The best travel experience he has had was the  
Cinque Terre, which is a string of centuries-old seaside 
villages on the rugged Italian Riviera coastline. It’s  
located in Liguria, Italy.

Alan muses this about his musical talents: “I have some 
guitars, but I would not call what I do playing them. I would 
love to be able to write great songs.”

Alan can cook…. but only when necessary, so take out food is 
greatly appreciated.

His favorite hobbies are mountain biking, snow boarding, and 
boating. And of course he’s a loyal fan of his Miami Dolphins.

On 9/11 Sisterhood and Brotherhood supported the back 
to religious school pancake breakfast and Taco bar lunch. 
Thanks to Director of Education Phil Hankin for his kind 
reflection: “I want to offer a huge thank you to everyone 
who helped make our opening Sunday of Religious School 
a big success. Your dedication to supporting RS each year is 
an important part of School community, and I am personally 
thrilled that we have such supportive auxiliary group sand 
I am personally thrilled that we have such supportive 
auxiliary groups at TEE. personally thrilled that we have 
such supportive auxiliary groups at TEE. I look forwa thrilled 
that we have such supportive auxiliary groups at TEE. I look 
forward to our continued supportive partnership.”

Thanks to all the brotherhood members who helped assemble 
the Sukkah and a special shout out to Bill Yanowsky for leading 
the Scotch in the Sukkah event on October 12.

David Goldberg Brotherhood President

Brotherhood

Fall in the preschool is one of my 
favorite times of the year. The wind 
is blowing, the leaves are falling, 

the High Holy Days are always a highlight and this 
year we loved having the Sukkah on the playground! 
This year we are slowly bringing back many of our 
favorite pre-Covid family activities and it has been 
great to be together again. Our Family Art Night is 
always a huge success and that will take place again 
in November along with our annual canned food drive. 
We are planning to open our Temple Emanu-El Infant 
Toddler Cottage in the Fall of 2023 and we will be 
accepting kids ages 6 weeks to 24 months. An official 

waiting list has already begun 
so please contact me if you 
would like more information 
on the Infant Toddler program 
or our preschool program. It is 
an exciting time to be a part of 
TEPS!

Barbara Smead, MA.Ed  
Director 

Early Childhood Education 

Preschool

Ted and Bo 
Firestone

Children & Ages:   
5 and 8 

Brief Bio:  I work at 
TriNet who provide 
outsourced HR and 
payroll. I coach youth 

soccer, am a soccer and general sports fan, I go biking,  
I enjoy baking and traveling.

Bo is a consulting Arborist in the South Bay and Peninsula.

What is your favorite Jewish food?  Corned beef

What book is on your nightstand?  Albion’s Seed, 
Four British Folkways In America by David Hackett Fischer

Where is your hometown?  El Cerrito, CA

New Member Highlight



Connections

9

Thank You For Your Generous Contributions

20/20 Project
Dr. David & Susana Cahn, in loving memory 

of Dr. Edward Cahn, M.D.
Joan Fox, in memory of Nesya Fishstrom
Rochelle and Steve Hall, in honor of  

Harry and Dorothy Goldenberg

Annual Campaign
Anonymous
Virginia Beck
Cecily Burke
Robert Burton
Heather Conchado
Jeffrey & Sandy Dubin
Chris & Michele Healey Eaton
Joan Fox
Joseph & Michelle Gabriel
Uri & Judith Gottfeld
Herm & Beryl Greenberg
E. Gerald Jacobs
David & Tiralisa Kaplow
Bobi Levine
Dr. Ilene & Jerry Levine
Byron Lilly & Nancy Weintraub
Edita Meltzer
Grant & Debbie Michels
Barry Minkin
The Moreno Family
Yvonne Nemec
Maksim Pritsker & Ana Martinez
Judith Sapper
Mitzi Sapper
Dr. Judith Schwartz
Dr. Richard Sogg
Sybil Sommer
Carol Thailer

David & Ilene Tucker
Julie Turchin
April Van Dem Berg
Rachelle & Roy Vogler
Stanley & Sharon Weitzman Mendelson
Janet Wood

Campership Fund
Fagie Rosen & Family, in memory of  

Nesya Fishstrom, beloved Mother, 
Grandmother & Great Grandmother

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Norman & Rachel Abramovitz, in honor of 

Cantor Leah Shafritz for providing the 
appropriate mood with her voice that 
allowed everyone to think about their 
loved ones at the service at home of 
peace

Abe Livchitz, in memory of Fanny Katz

Endowment Fund
Ruth & Robert Fox, in honor of the special 

birthday of Joan Fox

General Fund
Denise Elbert
Dr. Gary Gold
Stephen & Arlene Greenberg, in honor of 

the 90th birthday of Sherman Geeser 
Bobi Levine, in memory of Reva Rothenberg
Bobi Levine, in memory of Gertrude Carmely
Abe Livchitz, in memory of Leon Livchitz
Joyce Mendel, in memory of Meta Mendel
Dr. R. Henry & Jean Richards, in memory of 

Florence Spinner

Dr. R. Henry & Jean Richards, in memory of 
Sam Spinner

Anthony Saenz
Mitzi Sapper, in memory of Gail Jacobs
Sura Schechtman
Henry & Debra Watkins
Brenda Weinstock, in memory of  

Edna Weinstock
Brenda Weinstock, in memory of  

Stewart Weinstock
Brenda Weinstock, in memory of  

Robert Zollars
Brenda Weinstock, in memory of  

Deidra Jernigan

Milton Fox Campership Fund
Ruth & Robert Fox, in memory of Milton Fox
Ruth & Robert Fox, in memory of Lena Fink

Prayerbook Fund
Dr. Lawrence & Ruth Ross, in memory of  

Dr. John Reznikov

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Norman & Rachel Abramovitz, in honor 

of Rabbi Magat for saying Kel Maleh 
Rachamim prayer for my family

Susan Cahn, in honor of Marjorie Cahn &  
in memory of Dr. Edward Cahn

Joseph & Michelle Gabriel, in memory of 
Nesya Fishstrom

Janet & William Hornung, in appreciation of 
religious school participation for  
Kayla and Maya Entin

Judith Sapper, in memory of Gail Jacobs
Judith Sapper, in memory of participating in 

Erev Rosh Hashanah Service
Olga Schneider, dedicated to  

Victoria Schneider for her healing. May 
she be free of cancer

Gordon R. Schneiderman, in memory of 
Molly Schneiderman

Harold M. & Luisa Smith
Paul Staschower
Mark and Lynette Tannen, in memory of 

Fritz Gottfeld

If you would like to make a contribution, visit www.templesanjose.org

Children & Ages: Rachel 
Goldstein 37,  
Ariana Mattison 35

Brief Bio: Richard is retired 
elementary school Principal. 
He was an educator for 39 
years. His interests include 
reading, walking/hiking, 

and being a beginner chess player. Richard recently 
moved to Campbell CA from Brooklyn, NY to be with both 
daughters and their families in Campbell.

Leona is a retired Associate Commissioner Finance, 
NYC Dept. of Probation. Her interests include reading, 
cooking, bird watching, and walking/hiking.

Latest Milestone: Richard and Leona recently moved 
to Campbell, CA from Brooklyn, NY to be with both 
daughters and their families in Campbell.

What is your favorite Jewish food & why? 
Richard:  Lox and eggs with bagel and cream cheese. 
Memories of Sunday morning breakfast throughout my life.

Leona: Appetizing, Cornbeef Sandwich and lox and eggs. 
Memories of my in-laws. 

What book is on your nightstand?   
Richard: The Lost Treerunner by Brandt Legg 
Leona: Both/And: A Life in My Worlds

Where is your hometown? Brooklyn, NY

New Member Highlight
Richard Goldestein and Leona Braithwaite-Goldstein
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Home of Peace Cemetery and Mausoleum

Monterey Hwy & Curtner Ave
Call for an appointment to discuss pre-need arrangements.

Administrator: 408-674-5867
Founded in 1853

Owned and Operated by Temple Emanu-El
South Bay Area’s only Jewish-owned Cemetery, Mausoleum and ColumbariumSouth Bay Area’s only Jewish-owned Cemetery, Mausoleum and Columbarium

If you would like  
to advertise in  

Temple Emanu-El’s 
Connections  
contact Oliver 
Housman at  

oliver@
templesanjose.org.
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Clergy____________________________________________________________
Dana Magat | Senior Rabbi – rabbimagat@templesanjose.org
Leah Shafritz | Cantor – cantorshafritz@templesanjose.org
Joseph Gitin, D.D. (z”l) | Rabbi Emeritus

Committee Chairs__________________________________________________
Len Schreibstein | Adult Education – lifelonglearning@templesanjose.org 
Rebecca Frederick | Havurot Coordinator – havurah@templesanjose.org
Andrew Weinberg | Membership Commitment – dues@templesanjose.org
Uri Gottfeld | Facilities – facilities@templesanjose.org
TBA | Marketing – marketing@templesanjose.org
Branden Frederick | Ritual – ritual@templesanjose.org
Sharon Genkin | Tikkun Olam – to@templesanjose.org
Shirley Lee and Kim Jackman | Membership Committee – membership@templesanjose.org
Richard Rusnak | Security Committee – security@templesanjose.org
Mira Karp | Religious School Committee – rscommittee@templesanjose.org
Fagie Rosen and Harriet Saltzman | Caring Committee – caring@templesanjose.org
TBA | Endowment Committee – endowment@templesanjose.org
Nicole Wagner | Preschool Committee – pscommittee@templesanjose.org

Staff_____________________________________________________________
Stephanie Pollock | Executive Director – stephanie@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 ext. 233
Barbara Smead | Director, Early Childhood Education – barbara@templesanjose.org | 408-293-8660 | #434404443
Phil Hankin | Director of Education – phil@templesanjose.org | 408-292-3223
Shantha Smith | Bookkeeper – shantha@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 x235
Iris Bendahan | Administrative Assistant & Clergy Support – iris@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 x 231
Oliver Housman | Marketing & Communications Coordinator – oliver@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 x234
Cherie Ravel | Cemetery Administrator – cherie@templesanjose.org | 408-674-5867

Board of Trustees__________________________________________________
Steve Krandel | President – president@templesanjose.org
Michele Healey | Secretary – secretary@templesanjose.org
Rachelle Vogler | VP Membership – vpmembership@templesanjose.org
Byron Lilly | Treasurer – treasurer@templesanjose.org
Shannon Brown | VP Administration – vpadmin@templesanjose.org
Sherri Wiesner | VP Education and Youth – vprey@templesanjose.org
Deborah Zimmer | Immediate Past President

Auxiliaries________________________________________________________
David Goldberg | Brotherhood President – brotherhood@templesanjose.org
Joy Powell | Sisterhood President – sisterhood@templesanjose.org
Max Carr  | EESY President – youthgroup@templesanjose.org

CONNECTIONS is published 10 times a year by Temple Emanu-El, 1010 University Ave., San Jose, CA 95126. 

Award/Operating and Tribute Funds
General Fund
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Alvin Ravel Garden Fund
Beverly Jordan Temple Beautification Fund
Judith Jurman Omens Cemetery 

Beautification Fund
Lou and Clara Juren Library Fund
Ralph Goldeen Library Fund
Endowment Fund

Religious Funds
Harold Cahn Prayerbook Fund
Kenneth Gordon Children’s Prayerbook Fund
Susanne & Maurice Tucker High Holy Days 

Music Fund

Youth Funds
Religious School Fund
Religious School Enrichment Fund
Betty Rinsler Religious School
Endowment Fund
Weintraub Religious School Scholarship Fund
Youth Enrichment Fund
Leonard and Bernice Gaon Campership Fund
Michael Elman Campership Fund
Milton Fox Campership Fund
Phyllis Matzner Campership Fund
Israel Scholarship Fund
Susanne C. Blickman Arts and Crafts Fund
Sid Rosenberg Religious School Senior Trip 

Fund

Cultural Funds
Choir Fund
Phyllis Omel Junior Choir Fund
Bertram Berns Music Fund
Shank-Rockman Family Sound System Fund
Scholar in Residence Fund

Community Funds
Accompaniment Fund 
Facilities for the Aged Fund (Chai House)
JoAnne Salman-Tehrani Homeless Fund

Other Tribute Opportunities
$36 - Prayerbook Tribute
$218/$500/$750 - Tree of Life
Leaf/small/large rock
$500 - Sanctuary Chair Plaque
$750 - Memorial Plaque (in sanctuary foyer)

Opportunities in 
Levin Learning Center
$5,000 - Stair Plaque
$10,000 - Library Column Dedication
$25,000 - Room Dedication

Contact the Admin team for 
additional opportunities.

Making a contribution to one of Temple Emanu-El’s many funds is a wonderful way to 
honor your friends and family. You may make contributions in honor of a birth, a birthday, 
brit milah, baby naming, Bar/Bat Mitzvah, confirmation, graduation, engagement, 
wedding, anniversary, promotion, new home, special occasion or just because. You may 
also make contributions for get-well wishes, condolences, remembrances and yahrzeits.

Non-Profit Org.
US POSTAGE

PAID
Permit No. 542
San Jose, CA

1010 University Ave.
San Jose, CA 95126

Jessica Blitchok 
Ron Blumstein
Suzanne Boxer-Gassman

Branden Frederick
Mira Karp
Beverly Mendel

Jessica Rom
Dan Rose
Jeff Rudy

Richard Rusnak
Lonna Smith
Andrew Weinberg
Kevin Zwick


