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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 4

7:00 PM IP, ST – Erev Shabbat  
 Family Service

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 11

7:00 PM IP, ST – Erev Shabbat  
 Service

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 12

9:00 AM IP – Morning Minyan &  
 B’Nai Mitzvah Parent  
 Session

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 18

6:00 PM IP, ST – Tot Shabbat

7:00 PM IP, ST – Erev Shabbat  
 Service

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 25

6:30 PM ZM – Shabbat at Home

February 
Service Schedule

1010 University Ave. 
San Jose, CA 95126

408-292-0939

www.templesanjose.org

facebook.com/templesanjose 
 twitter.com/templesanjose 
admin@templesanjose.org

IP In Person Event*

ST Event will be Streamed on Temple  
 Website & YouTube Channel

ZM On Zoom*

*Pre-Registration Required

PLEASE VISIT THE  
TEMPLE EMANU-EL WEBSITE  
FOR THE MOST UP TO DATE 

CALENDAR LISTINGS

Thank you to everyone who has participated in the 
Annual Campaign this year. Through your generosity, 
we have been able to raise over $90,000. Your 
donations will continue to allow us to provide quality 
programming, Shabbat Services, and more. 

We would like to recognize the following people:

Anonynmous x23

Manfred & Gloria  
Melmon Ascher

Marvin & Bonnie Bamburg

Sharon Barowsky

Virginia Beck

Allan & Judith Bernstein

Jessica & Sean Blitchok

Ken & Ellyn Bloomfield

Christina & Jeffrey Blue

Ron & Kristi Blumstein

Jacob & Pauline Braunstein

Shannon Brown &  
Dana Brody-Brown 

Cecily Burke

Margaret & Robert Cant

Josephine Carr

Barry & Mary Cohen

Minda Cutcher

Doris Davis

Chris Eaton &  
Michele Healey

Neal Eisenberg

Bette Emanuel

Tim & Gail Evjenth

Robin Feinman-Marino

Clayton & Sandra Feldman

Alan & Bunny Fisher

Tom & Kama Fletcher

Joan Fox

Larry & Audrey Fox

Ruth & Robert Fox

Roberta Frank

Ronda & Robert Fraser

Branden & Rebecca 
Frederick

Joseph & Michelle Gabriel

Gerald Gassman &  
Suzanne Boxer-Gassman

Marsha & Sherman Geeser

Marci & Joel Gerston

Diane Gilden

Gary Gold

Jamie & Ken Gold

Margie Goodman

Uri & Judith Gottfeld

Herm & Beryl Greenberg

Stephen & Arlene 
Greenberg

Robert & Rhonda Hansen

David & Cheryl Heiman

Heritage Bank of 
Commerce

Susan and Michael 
Housman 

E. Gerald & Gail Jacobs

Mark Jacobson

Berry & Teri Kane

Mira & Brian Karp

 Edith  Douglas &  
Pollock Kerr Kerr

Allyson Landers & Steve 
Krandel

Michelle Kusanovich & 
Thad Smith

Steve & Annette Ladowitz

Daniel & Shirley Lee

Morton & Marilyn Leiter

Bobi Levine

Ilene & Jerry Levine

Bob & Judy Levy

Nancy Weintraub &  
Byron Lilly

Deepinder “Mac” Makhni & 
Leann Cherkasky Makhni

Bonnie & Tom Marantette

Steve & Lois Matusow

Jonathan & Alissa Meltzer

David & Linda Mighdoll

Yvonne Nemec

Margaret & Robert Newman

Melenie Pearson

Perez Family

Gabriela Pinelo

Douglas & Willma Polgar

Sherry Mates &  
Judy Pollock

Marc & Joy Powell

Maksim Pritsker

Sheri Prizant

Francine Rosen

Jay Rubenstein

Michael Rubenstein

Jeffrey & Ellen Rudy

Stewart Rudy & Jarusha 
Rosenthal-Kambic

Eleanor & Richard Rusnak

Anthony Saenz

Judith Sapper

Gordon Schneiderman

Rabbi Marvin & Janet 
Schwab

Philip Schwarz

Brian & Deborah Shafritz

JoAnn Shank

Sally Siegel

Hugh Silin

Lonna Smith

Eric & Kelly Snider

Sybil Sommer

Michael Sprintz

Howard & Dana Stiskin

Mark & Lynette Tannen

Carol Thailer

David & Ilene Tucker

Gregory Turetzky

Rachelle & Roy Vogler

Lynn Offenhartz & Andrew 
Weinberg

Ellie Wiener

Kimberly Williams

Yong Zhong

Elizabeth Shivell &  
Deborah Zimmer

Helen Lin & Kevin Zwick
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From the President
As I write this, we are 10 days into 
2022. January marks the beginning of 
the 2nd half of our Temple Emanu-El 
year. I want to give you a sense of 
what your Board of Trustees is looking 
at for the rest of the year and into next 
year. 

The Cottage

• Renovations – Things are still moving slowly forward 
with renovations to the Cottage. We are still waiting 
for the windows to arrive. Once they are in, the rest of 
the work can go quickly. It’s possible that the work will 
be completed by the time this article is published in 
Connections. If not, it should be shortly thereafter.

• Rental – The plan is to rent the house for 12 months. 
The Board has decided that we will make the house 
available to Jewish Family Service to use for an Afghan 
refugee family. While the rent will be lower than on the 
open market, we believe this is the right thing to do. 
We should all feel proud that we will be able to make a 
difference for family who has had to relocate under the 
worst of circumstances.

• Transformation – After 12 months, we will take on the 
work necessary to transform the Cottage into part of 
our pre-school. It will be the new home of the Temple 
Emanu-El Infant & Toddler program. Our hope is to 
open this part of the school in the fall of 2023. This 
is a needed resource in the area and should be nice 
revenue stream for the congregation. There is lots of 
work to do between now and then. We have set up a 
great committee that will help Barbara Smead do the 
work to make this all happen. 

Membership and Inclusivity

• Onboarding – We have had some new members over 
the last couple of years. What we have realized is that 
we are not a warm and welcoming as we thought we 
were. Of course, the pandemic certainly hasn’t helped. 
But, even so, we need to reflect on what we are doing 
to welcome new people into our temple family. We 
are building a new process which will ensure that new 
members will be connected to the congregation early 
and often. We are going to take advantage our Temple 
database to help us make sure that no one gets lost in 
the shuffle.

• Connecting – Helping members both current and new 
make connections with each other is a high priority 
for the board. The world has changed (the pandemic 
accelerated it). Continuing the do things the way we 
always have is not a recipe for future success. We need 
to be creative with our programming and offer ways to 
help our temple family connect with each other in new 
ways. Our Zig-Zag offerings have been a great start. 
When we can get back together in person more often, 
we need to offer a variety of things for people to do. It’s 
not all about formal programs and Judaism. It’s about 
bringing people together for discussions, experiences, 
and common interests. 

• Diversity, Equity and Inclusivity – A great deal of 
effort continues to go into examining how we treat 
ALL the members of our congregation. This includes 
how we address each other, the way we interact and 
the programming we offer. It’s so easy to think that 
we’re good at all this. The reality is that we have room 
for improvement. Our DEI committee is working hard 
to train the board. We will soon see other education 
programs rolled out to whole congregation.

• Reimagining – We must start looking at what we want 
for Temple Emanu-El in the next 5, 10 and 25 years. 
The demographics have changed, and the needs of the 
younger generations are different. We need provide the 
same sense of belonging to the next generation, but in 
a different way.

Finances

• Annual Campaign – We didn’t reach our goal of 
$100,000 this year. We got close with a final total just 
above $90,000. That is all greatly appreciated and 
will be used wisely. The number of donors was down 
about 20%. That is something we keep an eye on. The 
number of members participating in campaigns is an 
indication of the level of connection they feel. So, we 
need to keep a close watch on things like this.

• Reevaluating – As a congregation, we really need to 
look at how we take care of our facility and our staff. 
Utility and insurance costs continue to rise. Health 
insurance rose another 4 percent this year. And, yes, 
we need to look at salaries. Are we compensating our 
staff properly? We have a wonderful team from top to 
bottom. Over the next year and a half, we need to do 
the research and be certain that we are doing what is 
right for all of them.

continued on page 3
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Happiness 
is having the 
brotherhood 
meeting at 
Siena Bistro, 
where chef 
extraordinaire 
and owner, 

David Wiesner generously hosted 
our December 12th meeting. On 
the menu were numerous choices: 
the exquisite banana french toast, 
two choices of soufflé: sausage 
and egg, and vegetable, along with 
a huge bowl of mixed fruit. If that 
wasn’t enough, there were the usual 
bagels and lox buffet to complete 
the morning feast. After the meeting, 
Uri Gottfeld infused his engineering 
prowess in demonstrating how a 
heat engine functions, using a small 
model. Thanks Uri! There’s always 
time for fun scientific nuances when 
we gather.

Fortunately, the brothers have 
been meeting in person for the last 
several months, avoiding ubiquitous 
Zoom meetings, as members have 
munificently opened up their homes 
for our meetings.

Thanks to Philip Schwarz, who has 
taken the lead in our blood drive on 
January 9 at TEE from 8:45 AM–12:45 
PM. All those who are able to donate 
are encouraged to do so.

On Sunday, January 16, brotherhood 
will support religious school with 

a noon brunch. Thanks to all 
the brotherhood volunteers and 
especially Andrew Weinberg and 
Ron Blumstein for spearheading the 
event. We’re expecting up to 150 
students, staff, teachers, parents,  
and guests.

What’s your favorite hobby? Are you 
a golfer? Hiker? Bocce ball guy? 
Come join us for these fun activities: 
On Wednesday, January 12 at 7:00 
PM, Branden Frederick is heading 
a group to Top Golf driving range in 
North San Jose. RSVP in advance, so 
you can get a spot. Cost is $60/bay of 
6 people. Depending on the number 
of participants, costs are estimated at 
$25-30/person including food.

Ron Blumstein is coordinating a hike 
on Saturday, February 12 at 8:00 AM 
at Wilder Ranch in Santa Cruz County. 
Meet up for a a picturesque coastal 
hike followed by a group picnic. The 
trail is flat, easy, and scenic. Cost is 
$10/vehicle.

In March, at a date TBD, Bob Levy 
is organizing a bocce ball game, 
either against Shir Hadash, or just 
among our members at TEE. Come 
enjoy a fun venue at Campo di 
Bocce in Los Gatos. The cost is $15/
person (excluding food) and a group 
reservation requires a minimum of 
12 participants, so RSVP to fill up the 
spots! As you can see, whatever your 
bailiwick might be, brotherhood will 
always entertain it!

It’s important to mention that 
brotherhood values social action.  
We are motivated by Tikkun Olam/
Make the World Better. With that in 
mind, along with a fun-loving spirit, 
please join us at our next monthly 
meeting from 9:00 AM–10:00 AM, 
the second Sunday of the month. 
We welcome new members into our 
organization with fresh ideas and 
enthusiasm. Email brotherhood@
templesanjose.org for more details. 
Hope to see you soon!

David Goldberg  
Brotherhood President

Brotherhood

From the President continued from page 2

• Reimagining – It’s odd to use a word like this when it 
comes to money. In this case, like many congregations 
around the country, we need look at where our money 
comes from, and how we get it. All commitments 
are voluntary. When people feel a strong sense of 
belonging to an institution, the money follows. However, 
we are going to take a hard look at our commitment 
process and our levels and reevaluate what it really 
takes to run this congregation. We have a new 
committee that is going to do this work. If you’d like to 
participate, contact me.

You can see that there is a lot of transforming and reimagining 
going on. The world of reform Judaism is changing, and we 
need to change with it. We need to be opened to doing 
things differently than we have before while maintaining 
what makes Temple Emanu-El special. We need to be open 
and honest about where we are and where we are going. 
Most of all we need you, our Temple Emanu-El family to 
participate in creating this new version of Temple Emanu-El. 
It belongs to all of us.

I wish you a happy and healthy 2022.

Steve Krandel, skrandel@sbcglobal.net, 408-204-8453

mailto:brotherhood%40templesanjose.org?subject=
mailto:brotherhood%40templesanjose.org?subject=
mailto:skrandel%40sbcglobal.net?subject=
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Cantor Notes
February 1st ushers in the 
Hebrew month of Adar. 
Now, if you’re thinking that 
February feels way too early 
to welcome the month that 
contains the holiday of Purim, 
you are absolutely right. But 

this Hebrew calendar year happens to be a leap 
year, and instead of adding just one day, as in 
the Gregorian calendar, we add an entire month, 
giving us Adar I and Adar II, with Purim celebrated 
in the second of the two months. Traditionally Adar 
is a month of happiness, pulling from the joyous 
celebration of Purim that occurs on the 14th day of  
the month. In the words of a Purim song borrowed 
from a line of Talmud, “mishenichnas Adar, marbin 
b’simcha,”– when Adar enters, we increase our joy.

With two months of Adar, we get double the 
joy! After a cold, wet winter of increased COVID 
precautions and uncertainty, this sounds like a 
pretty good (and well-timed) deal to me. While we 
hope that the current spike of COVID cases will 
go down, and warmer, sunnier spring weather will 
pull us out of the doldrums, increasing our joy can 
also be an intentional act. Over the past couple 
of years, we’ve all had to find ways to try to keep 
ourselves uplifted in abnormal circumstances, and 
perhaps we’ve even found some new activities or 
hobbies that bring us joy. 

I would like to encourage us to make use of this gift 
of two Adars this year. Perhaps we can dedicate 
one month to increasing or rekindling joy in our 
own lives - make it a point to do things for yourself 
that will reinvigorate you. And the second, focus on 
bringing joy to others in our TEE community and 
beyond, particularly those who may have a more 
difficult time increasing joy for themselves. Around 
Purim we traditionally do this by sending mishloach 
manot, bags of treats and goodies, to friends and 
family, and to those who may be more isolated in 
the community. This feels especially needed now 
after so many months of increased isolation for 
all of us. Think of ways you might reach out and 
bring joy to others this Adar, whether it’s sending 
mishloach manot, going for a walk with someone 
in the Temple community you’ve been wanting to 
get to know better, or just picking up the phone 
and having a good conversation with someone 
you haven’t spoken to in a while. And there’s so 
much more. But I have a feeling that whatever you 
choose to do might just increase your joy as well. 

My Take on Torah 
Parsha Bo: Exodus 10:1-13:16

This D’var Torah was given by Lonna Smith at the January 4, 2022 Board of 
Trustees Meeting. 

Lost in Translation?

The events described in this Parsha are probably some of the 
most familiar in the entire Torah. The portion begins with Moses 
and Aaron commanding Pharaoh to, “Let my people go.” Seven 
plagues have already been set upon Egypt, but Pharaoh won’t 
budge. Now Moses and Aaron threaten the eighth plague, 
locusts. By now, Pharaoh’s priests and magicians know they 
cannot compete with the Almighty and urge Pharaoh to release 
the Jews. Pharaoh’s will is beginning to crumble, and he agrees 
to let the Hebrew men go. The women, children and livestock, 
however, must stay.

Moses rejects this offer. It’s all or nothing. He holds out his 
rod, and the locusts come. Pharaoh begs Moses and Aaron to 
ask God to end this plague, and his wish is granted. Pharaoh 
acknowledges God’s power but stubbornly refuses to give the 
Israelites their freedom.

The ninth plague unfolds much like the previous one, but this 
time Moses holds up his arm and darkness engulfs all of Egypt 
except where the Jews are living. Feeling even more defeated, 
Pharaoh tells Moses, he will let all the people go but they must 
leave their livestock. Ever the tough negotiator, Moses rejects 
Pharaoh’s offer. Again, it’s all or nothing, and once again, 
Pharaoh says no.

Now we come to the tenth plague, death to the first born. 
Through Moses, Adonai instructs the Israelites on how to save 
their children with the sign of blood on their doorposts. God 
also tells Moses that the Israelites should prepare unleavened 
bread, and describes in detail the yearly commemoration of the 
day they are set free.

Adonai assures Moses that this tenth plague will cause Pharaoh 
to bend, and as we all know, that prophesy comes true. The 
Jews, including women children and livestock, are expelled 
from Egypt. They leave in a hurry, carrying the unleavened 
dough which they bake and eat according to God’s instructions.

Finally, God instructs the people to tell the story of how, “with a 
mighty hand, [Adonai] brought us out from Egypt, the house of 
bondage.”

Familiar? Of course! But upon careful reading, we find two 
disturbing elements in this story. One is that although God 
surely wanted the Israelites free of Pharaoh’s tyranny, what 
was equally if not more important was Adonai’s mission to be 
established as the One God. Parsha Bo, as well as the previous 
Parsha, Va’era, make it abundantly clear. One is tempted to 
ask why God resorted to ten plagues, each one worse than 
the previous, and ending with a death sentence on innocent 
children. Wouldn’t one plague have been enough to convince 
anyone of God’s omnipotence?

continued on page 11
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A  Ritual Committee A
The secular month of February is a bit of a fallow 
period when it comes to Jewish holidays and annual 
observances. However, this year, it happens to be a great 
opportunity to remind ourselves that we are in the midst 
of a Jewish observance that happens only every seventh 
year: this is a shmita year. 

So what is shmita all about? In a nutshell, shmita, 
sometimes also called the “Sabbatical year,” is about our 
relationship to the land. But if you take 
a few minutes to read Parshat B’har 
(Leviticus 25:1-26:2), the Torah portion 
in which the most comprehensive 
discussion of shmita takes place, you’ll 
realize that our relationship to the land 
is full of complexities that involve not 
only considerations of land stewardship 
and agriculture, but also the concept 
of land ownership, responsibility to 
community, and the forgiveness of debt. 
Our relationship to the land affects some 
of the most important relationships in 
our lives. Among those, I would include 
our relationship to the earth as a whole, 
something I’ve thought about a lot over 
the last couple of years. 

In Hebrew, “shmita” means “release,” and the primary 
directive of shmita is that every seventh year, the land be 
allowed to rest. No planting, no harvesting, no plowing, 
no pruning. The land is to be released from humans’ use. 
This strictly agricultural aspect of shmita is a good practice 
and in line with techniques such as crop rotation that are 
well known to everyone. But I would suggest that we 
think beyond the farm to a larger conception of shmita, to 
the land, in general, and even to the air, animals and the 
oceans. We need to give the planet a break from us. 

The good news is that many people are looking at (and 
practicing) ways to relinquish control to nature that are 
ultimately beneficial for us, too. One way of doing this 
is through regenerative agriculture, which focuses on 
moving away from modern, monocultural (i.e. factory 
farming) techniques toward practices that rebuild soil 
health and incorporate multiple plant and animal species 
into a holistic farming practice. There’s a very entertaining 
and inspiring movie about a regenerative farm called 
The Biggest Little Farm. I recommend looking it up and 
learning more about regenerative agriculture. 

Another promising development in line with giving Mother 
Nature a rest is the “30 by 30” movement. The goal of 
30 by 30 is for governments worldwide, including in the 
United States, to set aside 30% of the land and sea to 
remain wild and untouched by human development. In 

some cases, it may also call for “rewilding,” in which areas 
previously used for fishing, farming, or raising livestock 
are allowed to return to a wild state. For example, the 
setting aside of Marine Protected Areas has been shown 
to regenerate marine ecosystems and fish stocks, even 
outside the protected area, simply by leaving these areas 
alone for a number of years. This practice would not 
only help natural ecosystems rebuild, it would also draw 

down carbon from our atmosphere and 
help address climate change. Many 
organizations support 30 by 30: I’d 
encourage you to look them up and give 
them your support. 

Finally, I’d encourage you to learn 
more about shmita. It’s an observance 
that offers a wealth of opportunity for 
reflection, not just on how we treat the 
land and the earth, but how we treat one 
another as well as ourselves. Hazon, 
a Jewish environmental organization, 
offers its Shmita Project as a resource 
for Jews everywhere to explore aspects 
of shmita. The Shmita Project website 
says “During this seventh year, God 
commands us to let the land rest, release 

debts, resolve disputes, and open our hearts to those in 
need.” I can’t think of a better set of commandments to 
observe this February, can you?

 Branden Frederick, Ritual Committee 

 I’d encourage you to 
learn more about shmita. 

It’s an observance 
that offers a wealth of 

opportunity for reflection, 
not just on how we treat 

the land and the earth, but 
how we treat one another 

as well as ourselves.
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As most of you know by now, I am a 
huge advocate for having children 
attend a residential Jewish summer 
camp sometime in their lives. As 
studies have proven over time, and 
most notably one completed a few 
years back by The Foundation For 
Jewish Camp, attending a residential 
Jewish summer camp will increase 
your inclination to practice Jewish 
behaviors (e.g. lighting Shabbat 
candles on a regular basis, using 

Jewish websites, appreciating the value of Jewish charities, 
attending synagogue on a regular basis) and will also 
increase your inclination to seek out the experience of 
Jewish community (e.g. joining together with other Jews for 
communal prayer, stronger sense of identifying with other 
Jews in Israel). This is nothing new but 
researchers have just begun to quantify 
the effects of attending a Jewish camp 
on young people. It is long known that 
most Jewish professionals can trace 
their formative roots to being a camper 
at a Jewish summer camp. But now 
the data supports the fact that young 
people who attend a Jewish summer 
camp are between 5-55% more likely 
to become a more engaged Jew in 
areas from emotional attachment to 
Israel to synagogue affiliation to having 
a strong Jewish friendship group. All of this is to say that you 
could do worse for your child than send them to a Jewish 
residential summer camp.

Why do I bring up the topic of camp at the beginning of 
February? Well, the question is fairly simple: To camp or not 
to camp, that is the question. You can just imagine Hamlet 
debating this issue with his wife when discussing what to 
do with the kids for the summer as Jan/Feb rolls around. 
The debate plays out every year after the calendar turns, 
when summer brochures begin to arrive in the mail. What 
choices do you make? What influences those choices? 
Sports? Money? Quality of program/education? Religion? 
Convenience? Staff ratios?

As a parent, I debated the same issues for my children 
(they are now fully grown and are no longer eligible to be a 
camper). Is the camp Jewish or not? Is my child going to be 
watched and nurtured safely and respectfully? Is this camp 
experience going to fleece my wallet or is there a greater 
benefit for my child? Is there pre and after-care (for day 
camp situations)? Are there going to be any of my children’s 
friends attending? What skills will my child learn after 
attending this camp? Is the camp ACA (American Camping 
Association) accredited? The list is endless.

As a former summer camp director and current Jewish 
educator, I have a certain bias when it comes to the 
choices parents make in determining the best program for 
their children. I look at summer camping through different 
lenses than most parents, though. First and foremost, I 
look for a safe and nurturing environment. Is there quality 
education and sufficient staffing ratios? Do the staff look at 
each individual child as special and unique or are they just 
lumped together and not really well supervised? How old 
are the staff members and what experiences/qualifications 
do they hold as they relate to camp and supervising young 
children? When referring to Jewish camps, is the camp 
considered a Jewish camp or is it simply a camp for Jews? 
Who runs the educational programming and is there a 
particular theme for the summer? 

Once you have weighed all of your options, the hardest 
decisions come down to the area that many parents 

struggle with because it is not tangible, not 
in the present. What is the ultimate outcome 
for my child this summer? Is this going to 
be Jewish summer or not or a combination 
of both? Do I look for a camp (or series 
of camps) that will satisfy my immediate 
needs for this summer and deal with the 
succeeding summers as they come or do 
I establish a pattern that will allow my child 
to grow and develop every year? What do 
I want for my child as they leave the nest 
and make decisions on their own? Will they 

have a strong Jewish identity? Do I care? Isn’t Religious 
School enough to give my child the Jewish education he/
she needs?

This is where the previously mentioned Foundation for 
Jewish Camp report comes in. Camp is a holistic immersion 
experience. It is a socializing experience much more than 
it is an educational experience. Camps are isolated and 
insulated. They have their own cultures and campers 
quickly develop their own internal tribes. The relationships 
formed are intense and life-long. Camp environments 
show young children what it is like to be in a 100% Jewish 
community. This is foreign to most and was the most 
striking and impressionable aspect of camp for me when 
I was 8. The language is “Jewish”, the daily schedule is 
“Jewish”, the food is “Jewish”; every day is eat, sleep, and 
play “Jewish”. Your camp counselors are not only your de-
facto parents but also perform the vital function of being 
a Jewish role mode. I would not be the Jew I am today if 
it was not for my Jewish summer camp experiences. The 
relationships I formed with bunkmates and fellow campers 
are cemented with the shared memories of the bygone 

continued on page 7

Religious School

 It is long known that most 
Jewish professionals can 
trace their formative roots 

to being a camper at a 
Jewish summer camp
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Happy New Year! I hope you all had a wonderful holiday season. We had a great turn out at 
our Hanukkah Party. Thank you Arlene Williams for hosting! Cantor Shafritz was our special 
gues¬t, and led us in a Havdalah Service. We had a delicious meal complete with latkes 
from Judy Levy and Bev Mendel, and brisket from Janis Decker. To complement the meal, 
we had a pot luck with all kinds of yummy sides and desserts. We also had a fierce gift 
exchange due to all of the stealing. It was a lot of fun. 

In January, we had our Sisterhood Walking Group along with a Scavenger Hunt on the 23rd instead of our usual 
Bingo. Thank you Bev Mendel for leading us in a very enjoyable activity. 

In February, we will have our Sisterhood Walking Group and we are back to Bingo on the 27th. Bev Mendel will host 
our theme which is Israel. Please be sure to keep a lookout for your evites. 

Thank you to Arlene Williams, our Membership Chair, who is doing a great job! We are up to 107 members already! 
That is already higher than last year. It’s not too late to join. Just send a check for $36 payable to Temple Emanu-El 
Sisterhood and mail to Temple Emanu-El. Thank you to all of our members who renewed their memberships in 2021. 
We really appreciate all of you!

Joy Powell and Beverly Mendel, Sisterhood Co-Presidents

Sisterhood

days playing ga-ga, swimming, singing, dancing, 
Shabbat, Havdalah in the Redwood Grove, escaping 
from Russia to Palestine, hikes to the Star of David on 
the hill, late-night raid attempts on the girls’ cabins, etc. 
My hope for you is that you attempt to make decisions 
for your children that have as lasting an effect on their 
Jewish future as the one my parents made for me.

Camperships are available through the Jewish 
Federation of Silicon Valley or here at Temple Emanu-El. 
Please feel free to contact me (phil@templesanjose.org) 
if you are in need  of some financial help. If you are also 
willing to help donate to our Youth Enrichment Fund, 
please contact Greg Turetzky (turetzkyg@yahoo.com) for 
further information.

My annual goal is to have at least 25 TEE students attend 
a Jewish summer camp at some point this summer, 
regardless if it is Camp Newman, Camp Tawonga, JCC 
Maccabi Sports Camp, 6-Points California, or any other 
Summer Jewish Residential/Day Camp. As of this publish 
date, we are already at 23 just to Camp Newman and 
6Points California! How many more of you are ready to 
go to camp?!!

Phil Hankin, RJE, Director of Education

Religious School continued from page 6

Mazel Tov

Mazel Tov to Anita Medeiros  
on the birth of her granddaughter  
Terra Lynn Ruth Medeirosman.  

To parents  
Ryan and Jessica Medeirosman.  
She was born on November 16th, 
weighing 6 pounds, 14 ounces. 

 Terra was named after her maternal & 
paternal grandmothers. 

mailto:phil%40templesanjose.org?subject=
mailto:%28turetzkyg%40yahoo.com?subject=
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An exciting new Adult Education opportunity 
For many years, Lehrhaus Judaica was a mainstay in Jewish adult education 
in the Bay Area. They have now reconstituted using the designation “New 
Lehrhaus. For Winter semester, they offer an array of mostly NO COST virtual 
classes. 

Check out their website at https://www.newlehrhaus.org/. Once on their 
website, classes offered can be viewed either via their calendar listing or by 
clicking on the button “Upcoming Learning.” The first of these free courses 
began on January 18th with new classes starting most weeks through April. 
With so many choices, you’re sure to find something of interest.

Programs fall into many different categories, including: the Bible; Contemporary Jewish Life; Jewish History and Thought; 
Israel; Jewish Practice; Hebrew and Yiddish; Jewish Literature; Religious Life and Spirituality; Text Study and The Arts.

These classes are available to Temple and other community members, in addition to the excellent and extensive array of 
Temple Emanu-El Adult Education activities now offered. Information about Temple courses, groups and Zig Zag virtual 
activities can be found in the Adult Education section and on the monthly calendar, both found on the Temple website 
https://www.templesanjose.org and in the weekly Temple Happenings.

Please check out both websites! Find one or more courses that will enhance your Jewish experience and sign-up today.

Len Schreibstein, Adult Education

The Diversity, Equity and Inclusion working group has 
been busy meeting with clergy, administration, education, 
membership, and leaders of brotherhood and sisterhood, 
as well as putting together presentations for the Board 
of Trustees. Each group is setting DEI goals. We are 
so appreciative of being part of a synagogue that is 
welcoming and inclusive, and proud that we have already 
done so much work as a community raising awareness 
about racism/ethnicity, homophobia and disabilities. 
Nevertheless, there are areas where we can continue to 
learn and grow as a community. 

Below are some examples from the URJ website of 
microaggressions (statements, actions, or incidents 
regarded as an instance of indirect, subtle, or unintentional 
discrimination against members of a marginalized group)
that we can be aware of as we engage with people in our 
community. While I am sure there are some things on this 
list you would never consider saying, there are others that 
might slip out without thinking, even though we are all well 
intentioned. 

Microaggressive Comments & Questions

– So, how are you Jewish?

– Where are you from? No, where are you really from? 

– You don’t look like a lesbian.

– You’re not gay 

– Are you here with your husband/wife?

– When are you going to start having babies?

– I’m surprised you know so much about Judaism/Torah.

– Who are you here with? (i.e.Why are you here?)

– You’re so pretty for someone [who uses a wheelchair/
who uses braces/who is Trans who is Black]

– I don’t really see you as [recipient’s race/gender/
sexuality/disability/culture]

– Do you work here? (or other ways of assuming that a 
JOC/working class person is custodial staff rather than 
a member or guest)

Microaggressive Experiences

– Being repeatedly misgendered.

– Being asked to speak on behalf of all Trans People/
People who are LGBTQ/Jews of Color.

– Walking into a space and feeling unsafe as the only 
Trans Person/GNC Person/Person of Color.

As we start having more in person Temple events, while it 
is wonderful to see old friends, we encourage you to sit with 
people you may not know, strike up conversations, and 
make new connections. A wonderful way to open the 
conversation is simply to say, “I don’t think we have met. 
My name is…. and it is great to meet you. What’s your 
name?” Who knows, you may have great conversations 
and find that you have a lot in common!

Sharon Genkin, Tikkun Olam Chair 

Tikkun Olam 

https://www.newlehrhaus.org/
https://www.templesanjose.org
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Typically this time of year we are busy 
planning for our annual Open House 
but as we all know life is just not typical!! 
We are all just over 18 months into this 

crazy time and as I watch our preschool students I am 
reminded every day of how much we can learn from them. 
Out on the playground our kids are wearing their masks 
and playing tag, picking flowers, building sand castles, 
riding bikes and having the greatest imaginary adventures. 
Inside the classroom they are continuing to be expert hand 
washers, they continue to wear their masks and they are 
great about letting us know when they become too wet. 
(Ugh, just imagine how many of my little friends like to suck 
on their masks!) The masks do not stop them from playing, 
socializing or learning. They have however minimized the 
number of fingers inside of noses or toys in mouths, they 
have encouraged the kids to speak a little louder so they 
can be heard and they have given the 
kids great language opportunities as 
they love to describe their mask and 
that of every teacher and friend. Though 
we may be missing out on holding our 
annual Open House, it doesn’t mean 
that we can not continue to promote our 
school and work on sign ups for the Fall. 
Just like the kids we have to pivot and 
boy are we getting good at pivoting!!! 
We are accepting applications for the 
Summer and the Fall of 2022. Please 
reach out for a video tour of our school 
and for availability. Enjoy the pictures 
and know that under every math is a 
giant smile!

Barbara Smead, MA.Ed, Director 
Early Childhood Education 

Preschool
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Those who have died recently

Deborah Katzman

Brenda Bausch, friend of Estelle Kadis

Mervyn Feinstein, uncle of Sherri Wiesner

And those we have lost in years past

FEBRUARY 4 | Belle Aronowitz, Mike Arronson, Charles 
Atlas, Leonard Baker, George H. Barnett, Rabbi Sidney 
M. Berkowitz, Harry Berman, Bernice Blaustein, Samuel 
Blaustein, Beverly Bobb, Ellen Bonnema, Bob Burdman, 
Bill Chastain, Phineas Clayton, Clara Cohen, Judith 
Diamondstone, Ida Dishotsky, Claire Duke, Alice Emrich, 
Louis Friedman, Sarah Friedman, Irving Gendzel, Rose 
Genkin, Maurice Baruch Gluckman, Marcia Goldfarb, 
Stanley Goldman, Joseph Gordon, Janet Katz, Yetta 
Konits, George Koster, Rueben Kulakofsky, Marsha 
Lax, Leo Lee, David Lipton, David Lipton, Michael David 
Lotman, Dr. Benno Lowy, Benjamin Marcus, Maurice A. 
Martin, Beatrice May, Lucille Medeiros, Ida Nathan, Isaac 
Oppenheimer, Cora Ravizza, Dr. Alexander Rogozen, 
Bernie Rosenberg, Ronald Roth, Elaine Rubenstein, Ed 
Rubin, Lorraine Samuel, Elsie Saul, Ilse Schwalbe, Murray 
Segal, Gladys Shulman, Harold Siegel, Marilyn Silver, 
Evelyn Singer, Charlotte Stein, Arthur Stein, Bernie Stern, 
Beverly Strong, Mollie Thailer, Stanley Turnbull, Aida 
Weissberger, Al Winter, Jacob Zarchin

FEBRUARY 11 | Lillian R. Ackerman, Joseph Berg, 
William Bloomfield, Steven Busch, Phoebe Cohen, 
Joshua Cohen, Cynthia Coit, Daniel Cunningham, Ben 
Finkel, Marvin Fox, Mary Freiman, Jon Gassman, Ralph 
Gibson, Rose Greenberg, Shirley Asch Handloff, Lena 
Jaffee, Hi-Chan Katzman, Chris Koga, Sylvia Lane, 
Theodore Lavin, Shirley Levine, Jerrold Levitt, Jeanette 
Lewon, Lawrence Lieberman, Julia Lukes, Joseph 
Lutvak, Gayle Lutvak, Jeanette Lutvak, Anna Macdonald, 
Thomas Mahoney, Hugo Matzner, Claire Messinger, 
Frances Etta Meyerson, Henrietta Mintzer, Fe Pangilinan, 
Morris Peckman, Dr. Sanford Pelz, Sarah Probst, Mella 
S. Rauer, David Reiser, George Rittenberg, Herman 
Rodoff, Alba Rosario, Irvin Rubenstein, David Saxon, 
Pearl Schneiderman, Belle Segal-Katz, Manon S. Shields, 
Arthur Shivell, Ann Sibby, Sid Silverman, 

Lee Robert Silverman, Ann Sogolow, Phil Toren, Gloria 
Wall, Rochelle Weiman, Henry I. Weinstein, Mayer 
Zeidenweber, Cameron Zwern

FEBRUARY 18 | Hilda Ail, Harold Leroy Barnes, Irene 
Bernard, Mollye Blumstein, Mae Brash, Yetta Broder, 
Robert Brody, Betty Burton, Cissi Carl, William Nelson 
Davenport II, Sydney B. Davis, Sandy Davis, Mollie 
Dorf, Irving Friedman, Joseph Garshon, Sadye Gizang, 
Sylvia Goldberg, Freda Brahin Goldeen, Helene Graff, 
Gerald Grayson, Irma Hartfield, Anna Hirsh, Sophie 
Koppel, Irving Kotlier, Robert Krandel, Violet Landers, 
Herbert Lee, Mary Samuels Levy, Ethel Mighdoll, 
Albert Miller, Sam Mintzer, Berna Nanneman, Lorelda 
Pearson, Sandra Plavin, Charles Polansky, Miriam Rohan 
Resnick, Steve Rosenthal, Isadore Rosenthal, Martin 
Rudy, Helene Rutansky, Norman Saul, Esther Schneider, 
Noah Shipman, Daviene Shklar, Mollie Shragge, Arnold 
Shulman, Sidney Silverman, Leonard Taylor, Allan 
Weinstein, Sofia Yampolsky

FEBRUARY 25 | George Samuel Abelson, Rudnicki 
Barbara, Maida Cosman, William Davenport, Glenn 
Farber, Jackie Feigon, Melvin Friedman, Florence Carol 
Gambord-Avrech, Stuart H. Ganz Sr., Bertha Geeser, 
Eileen B. Gitin, Melvin Grais, Hilda Herlich, Juliet Hyde, 
Juliet Hyde, Lucas Izquierdo, Selma Karchem, Abraham 
Katz, Flossie Krandel, Sadie Lavin, Martin Levitt, Sylvia 
Lurie, Harry Miller, Sarah Herd Miller, Marcia Morris, 
Walter J. Morris, Jacob Myers, David Nathan, Roslyn 
Stein Novak, Louis Osiel, Gavin Peters, Reena Preis, 
Sarah Prymak, Howard Recht, Betty Rinsler, Josephine 
Rohrbach, Hilda Rosenberg, Shirley Rosner, Sarah 
Golden Roy, Tom Sachse, Morris Saslaw, Stanley 
Schneider, Helena Schwalbe, Frank Schwartz, Leonid 
Segal, Rebecca Sherman, Mae Siegel, Esther Steinberg, 
Margaret Winnig, Rhea Wolff, Rose Zacker, Harry Zeitlin

We Remember
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The other disturbing aspect of this Parsha is that the 
traditional translations tell us that as Pharaoh considered 
freeing the Jews, God “hardened Pharaoh’s heart,” thus 
causing him to refuse Moses’ entreaties and ensuring that 
more and more plagues are set upon him and his people, 
including the tragic last plague that caused deaths in every 
Egyptian family. The natural reaction to God hardening 
Pharaoh’s heart, would be disbelief and dismay. Why would 
God would ever cause such death and destruction? If God 
holds all the power, why not soften Pharaoh’s heart, spare 
the Egyptians and give freedom to the Israelites.

To understand these disturbing elements, one must 
understand both the Israelites and Pharaoh. The Israelites 
had been slaves for 400 years, generation upon 
generation under the rule of the Egyptians. Under slavery, 
they had no experience with free will, making judgments, 
governance or even knowledge of Adonai. Upon release 
from Egypt, they would need a presence to lead, nurture 
and instill them with moral norms. And in order to succeed, 
they would need to believe in the immense power of that 
presence.

On the other side, we have Pharaoh, the evil leader who 
spent a lifetime governing, judging and claiming he was 
equal to his many gods. He needed convincing that his 
gods were impotent when compared with the One God.

To that end, the plagues were sent to show Pharaoh, his 
priests and magicians who was truly the supreme leader. 
But the plagues were sent not only to convince the 

Egyptians and scare Pharaoh into giving the Israelites their 
freedom, they were to show the Israelites, too, the might of 
Adonai. It would take more than a couple of plagues to do 
that, but would it really take ten?

The answer lies in Pharaoh and in the accurate translation 
of the word, “chazaq,” which is commonly translated as 
“hardened,” but more correctly means to strengthen or 
stiffen. Rather than God hardening Pharaoh’s heart, Adonai 
strengthens or stiffens it, thus enabling Pharaoh to decide 
on his own, even if it means going against the advice of 
his priests and magicians. With his heart strengthened, 
Pharaoh, exercised his free will, as evil as it was. 

However, when the tenth plague was beset upon Egypt, 
and Pharaoh heard the cries of anguish from his people, he 
told Moses to take the Israelites out of Egypt immediately. 
His heart was already strengthened, and it allowed him to, 
finally, make the right choice.

The Israelites witnessed a Pharaoh strong to the end and, 
along with the Egyptians, bowed before Adonai as the God 
of Israel, the One God. This fealty laid the groundwork for 
what was to come: the laws set down by God, laws that 
would govern their lives and the lives of their descendants 
for hundreds of generations.

So how does this Parsha apply to us? We’re not pharaohs 
with thousands of slaves. And as Jews, we don’t need to 
be convinced to abandon the worship of multiple deities, 
nor do we miss the importance of yearly retelling the story 
of the deliverance from Egypt. To find the application, we 
need to delve deeper. 

We may not be pharaohs, but we are 
faced with tough decisions all the time. 
Like Pharaoh, we are all have the gift 
of free will, and it is up to us to find the 
strength to make the right decisions or we 
will suffer the consequences of bad ones. 

If you’re like me, when you have been 
faced with a seemingly impossible 
situation, in desperation you might have 
cried out, “Give me strength!”

Chances are we somehow muster that 
strength, and then we are free to make 
the right decision and reap the rewards 
or make the wrong one and suffer the 
consequences. We are given the strength 
of heart, but it is up to us to use that 
strength wisely.

Lonna Smith is on the TEE Board 
of Trustees. She is also on the 
Caring and the Adult Education 
Committees and is the Chair of the 
ZIGZAG Committee.

D’var – Parsha Bo: Exodus 10:1-13:16 continued from page 5
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Thank You for Your Generous Contributions

If you would like to make a contribution, visit www.templesanjose.org
If you would like to advertise in Temple Emanu-El’s Connections 

contact Oliver Housman at oliver@templesanjose.org.
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Jewish deli comfort food,
 delivered right to your door!

Offering a variety of 
classic favorites, made 

with family recipes.

matzah ball soup, 
Brisket, Ruebens, 

Pastrami, Pickles & More!

Order today
Delivery or pick-up

casperrestaurantgroup.com
408.568.0658

a part of
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Home of Peace Cemetery and Mausoleum

Monterey Hwy & Curtner Ave
Call for an appointment to discuss pre-need arrangements.

Administrator: 408-674-5867
Founded in 1853

Owned and Operated by Temple Emanu-El
South Bay Area’s only Jewish-owned Cemetery, Mausoleum and ColumbariumSouth Bay Area’s only Jewish-owned Cemetery, Mausoleum and Columbarium

Oneg Sponsorships  
are available again!

Sponsorships start at $36.

If you would like 
to help sponsor 
an Oneg for an 
upcoming Shabbat 
Service, please 
contact the office to 
reserve your spot. 

Oneg Sponsorships

Thank you to  
Thad Smith & Michelle Kusanovich 

for sponsoring the Oneg on  
January 21st in honor of their daughter 

Isabelle and her Bat Mitzvah.
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Clergy____________________________________________________________
Dana Magat | Senior Rabbi – rabbimagat@templesanjose.org
Leah Shafritz | Cantor – cantorshafritz@templesanjose.org
Joseph Gitin, D.D. (z”l) | Rabbi Emeritus

Committee Chairs__________________________________________________
Len Schreibstein | Adult Education Chair – lifelonglearning@templesanjose.org 
Bobi Levine/Rebecca Frederick | Havurot Coordinatorsr – havurah@templesanjose.org
Dan Lee | Membership Commitment – dues@templesanjose.org
Uri Gottfeld | Facilities – facilities@templesanjose.org
TBD | Marketing – marketing@templesanjose.org
Branden Frederick | Ritual – ritual@templesanjose.org
Sharon Genkin | Tikkun Olam – to@templesanjose.org
Kim Jackman | Membership – membership@templesanjose.org
Richard Rusnak | Security Committee – security@templesanjose.org
Mira Karp | Religious School – rscommittee@templesanjose.org
Fagie Rosen and Harriet Saltzman | Caring Committee – caring@templesanjose.org
Jessica Blitchok | Endowment Committee – endowment@templesanjose.org
Rebecca Frederick | Preschool Committee – pscommittee@templesanjose.org

Staff_____________________________________________________________
Stephanie Pollock | Executive Director – stephanie@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 ext. 233
Barbara Smead | Director, Early Childhood Education – barbara@templesanjose.org | 408-293-8660 | #434404443
Phil Hankin | Director of Education – phil@templesanjose.org | 408-292-3223
Shantha Smith | Bookkeeper – shantha@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 x235
Iris Bendahan | Administrative Assistant & Clergy Support – iris@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 x 231
Oliver Housman | Marketing & Communications Coordinator – oliver@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 x234
Cherie Ravel | Cemetery Administrator – cherie@templesanjose.org | 408-674-5867

Board of Trustees__________________________________________________
Steve Krandel | President – president@templesanjose.org
Eric Snider | Secretary – secretary@templesanjose.org
Kim Jackman | VP Membership – vpmembership@templesanjose.org
Byron Lilly | Treasurer – treasurer@templesanjose.org
Shannon Brown | VP Administration – vpadmin@templesanjose.org
Sherri Wiesner | VP Education and Youth – vprey@templesanjose.org
Deborah Zimmer | Immediate Past President

Auxiliaries________________________________________________________
David Goldberg | Brotherhood President – brotherhood@templesanjose.org
Beverly Mendel / Joy Powell | Sisterhood Co-Presidents – sisterhood@templesanjose.org
Naomi Brown | EESY President – youthgroup@templesanjose.org

CONNECTIONS is published 10 times a year by Temple Emanu-El, 1010 University Ave., San Jose, CA 95126. 

Award/Operating and Tribute Funds
General Fund
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Alvin Ravel Garden Fund
Beverly Jordan Temple Beautification Fund
Judith Jurman Omens Cemetery 

Beautification Fund
Lou and Clara Juren Library Fund
Ralph Goldeen Library Fund
Endowment Fund

Religious Funds
Harold Cahn Prayerbook Fund
Kenneth Gordon Children’s Prayerbook Fund
Susanne & Maurice Tucker High Holy Days 

Music Fund

Youth Funds
Religious School Fund
Religious School Enrichment Fund
Betty Rinsler Religious School
Endowment Fund
Weintraub Religious School Scholarship Fund
Youth Enrichment Fund
Leonard and Bernice Gaon Campership Fund
Michael Elman Campership Fund
Milton Fox Campership Fund
Phyllis Matzner Campership Fund
Israel Scholarship Fund
Susanne C. Blickman Arts and Crafts Fund
Sid Rosenberg Religious School Senior Trip 

Fund

Cultural Funds
Choir Fund
Phyllis Omel Junior Choir Fund
Bertram Berns Music Fund
Shank-Rockman Family Sound System Fund
Scholar in Residence Fund

Community Funds
Accompaniment Fund 
Facilities for the Aged Fund (Chai House)
JoAnne Salman-Tehrani Homeless Fund

Other Tribute Opportunities
$36 - Prayerbook Tribute
$218/$500/$750 - Tree of Life
Leaf/small/large rock
$500 - Sanctuary Chair Plaque
$750 - Memorial Plaque (in sanctuary foyer)

Opportunities in 
Levin Learning Center
$5,000 - Stair Plaque
$10,000 - Library Column Dedication
$25,000 - Room Dedication

Contact the Admin team for 
additional opportunities.

Making a contribution to one of Temple Emanu-El’s many funds is a wonderful way to 
honor your friends and family. You may make contributions in honor of a birth, a birthday, 
brit milah, baby naming, Bar/Bat Mitzvah, confirmation, graduation, engagement, 
wedding, anniversary, promotion, new home, special occasion or just because. You may 
also make contributions for get-well wishes, condolences, remembrances and yahrzeits.
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