
Thank You Volunteers
Thank you so much to all of our High Holy Days Gift Bag Packing and Delivery 
Volunteers. We greatly appreciate your help in making these High Holy Days a special 
experience for everyone

We are excited to 
be finally holding 
Shabbat Services in 
our Sanctuary! 
If you haven’t seen our new 
Sanctuary yet, this is a great 
opportunity to experience it. 
Come join Rabbi, Cantor and 
your Temple Emanu-El family! 
You’re welcome to watch in 
person or online. Be sure to 
register in advance to attend.
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FRIDAY, OCTOBER 1

7:00 PM Erev Shabbat  
 Service  

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 8

7:00 PM Erev Shabbat  
 Service

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 9

9:00 AM Baby Shabbat 

10:30 AM Bar Mitzvah of  
 Edward Friend

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 15

6:00 PM Tot Shabbat

6:30 PM Tot Shabbat Dinner

7:00 PM Streaming Erev  
 Shabbat Service

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 22

6:30 PM Zoom Kabbalat  
 Shabbat At Home  
 Service 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 29

6:30 PM Erev Shabbat  
 Service

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 9

10:00 AM Shabbat In Nature

Please check the Temple 
Website for all current 
Service schedule times, as 
they are subject to change.

1010 University Ave. 
San Jose, CA 95126

408-292-0939

www.templesanjose.org

facebook.com/templesanjose  

twitter.com/templesanjose

admin@templesanjose.org

October 
Service Schedule

My mother had a bumper sticker on her car which read, “Ask 
Me About My Grandchildren.” I didn’t completely understand 
the sentiment about what this meant until I became a 
grandparent myself.  Now that I have grandchildren of 
my own, I can appreciate not only the joys, but also the 
challenges of being a grandparent. On October 12, 2021, 
at 10:00 AM, I invite all grandparents to join us for a lively 
discussion about what it entails to be a grandparent in all its 
dimensions.  Please go to the Temple website to register. Or 
if you have a question, please email me at Lendebsch@aol.com.

Debbie Schreibstein, Grandparents Group Facilitator

Calling All Grandparents!

Hana Anderson
Jessica Blitchok
Lynda Chase
Minda Cutcher
Elizabeth Friend
Karlie Gold
David Goldberg
Carol Hoffman
Jyl Jurman
Arthur & Marcy Kulakow

Jerry and Gayle Jacobs
Dan & Shirley Lee
Beckett Lee-Messer
Jessica Lee-Messer
Meg McRoberts
Beverly & Neil Mendel
Ana Martinez  &
Maksim Pritsker
Nurit Mirkin Takacs
Marc  & Helen Pawliger

Cherie Ravel
Jessica Rom
Karina & Jordyn Rose
Fagie Rosen
Liz Shivell
Lonna Smith
Joanna Snyder
Nancy Weintraub
Arlene Williams
Deborah Zimmer 

Tot Shabbat & Baby 
Shabbat are BOTH back! 
We can’t wait to have families with 
young children come learn about 
Shabbat and sing songs together.  
Baby Shabbat is on  
October 9 at 9:00 AM,  
and then we have  
Tot Shabbat on  
October 15 at 6:00 PM,  
with a Sisterhood  
provided dinner  
afterwards. 

mailto:Lendebsch%40aol.com?subject=
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Abraham takes his 
beloved Isaac to Mt. 
Moriah to do as God 
had asked him.

No doubt one of the 
most challenging 
stories in our Torah.

As I discussed on Erev Rosh Hashanah, we have the 
ability, to rise above our challenges. Our people have not 
only been a people of the book, but a people who have 
grown and thrived in some of the worst periods of history… 
destruction of Jerusalem to the Inquisition to the pogroms 
and of course the Holocaust.

So we have experienced challenges as a people. Not just 
those huge epic ones… but an on-going anti-Semitism that 
has seemed to increase during these challenging and 
divisive times.

The Akedah, the binding of Isaac narrative, is a reminder 
of those challenges and difficulties we have endured and 
have grown from as a people. 

But we don’t have to like it!!!

A Beloved member of our congregation, Mim Bloom, of 
blessed memory, would every year share her upset about 
the story of a father being told to sacrifice his son. I did 
not and do not disagree with Mim. In fact, I have made it a 
personal minchag, custom to talk about this difficult story 
every year on Rosh Hashanah. Over the years we have 
looked at the point of view of each Character in the story, 
from God to Isaac to Abraham to Sarah. But in the end, it is 
the challenge of the Akedah that I believe our tradition is 
asking us to struggle with each Rosh Hashanah.

For as we grow and change, how we look at this 
powerfully disturbing narrative, will also grow and change.

Understanding that this story is a foundational story for our 
people is vital. Just as the story of Ishamael, Abraham’s 
eldest son is vital to our Muslem brothers, sisters and 
beloveds.

Foundational stories are important.

This past year we have spoken and taken actions in 
support of Black lives, as well as other groups of people, 
especially people of color…

As Jews, we must understand that our tradition teaches 
us that we are connected to all people. We are a people 

of color and thus speaking about the treatment of Black 
Americans, Brown Americans… Asian Americans, and 
others is understanding that we as Jews are all of those. 

As I mentioned last night, these 18 months of Covid have 
afforded us opportunities to reflect and to refocus that 
which drives us. 

As many of you know, one of my passions as a Rabbi, is 
working with the interfaith community. One of the reasons 
why I came to this congregation in 1999 was that our 
Emeritus Rabbi, Joe Gittin was part of the foundation of 
the interfaith community in San Jose. 30% of the funerals 
he did were for non-Jews because of how beloved he 
was to the interfaith community. He started the interfaith 
council with a Priest and a Methodist Reverend. I feel as 
called to serve the interfaith community as I do the Jewish 
community, just as Joe Gitin felt. He and I talked much 
about this well into his 100th year!

I am proud to be a part of our interfaith community. And 
during this pandemic, I along with a priest, a presbyterian 
reverend, a Unitarian Univeralist Reverend and a couple 
of Baptist ministers made it our focus to create the Silicon 
Valley Interfaith collaborative, which is dedicated to 
helping to make our community an anti-racist one. WE 
have brought Professor Kendi, Eric Ward to our community 
and we are bringing DAreen Walker, Ford Foundation 
president to our community next month! We have marched 
for Black lives; we have worked hard to bring to our 
community more incredible thinkers and visionaries so 
that we can create an anti-racist city. We have worked with 
the Chief of Police, City officials, County officials and have 
grown in our numbers and in our impact. 

Our core group has met basically every week for the last 
year and a half. We have begun to speak in schools, and 
we have learned a great deal together.

I am thankful that the American Leadership Forum, of 
which I am part of and a growing number of our fellow 
congregants are as well, has helped along side PACT, 
People Acting in Community together, to make our 
interfaith group work. In fact, this group was initially a sub-
committee of an ALF interfaith group that I and a fellow 
classmate started over 5-6 years ago. That group also still 
meets monthly. 

In all the work I am doing, and in all the learning I have 
experienced these months. Especially in the BIPOC 

continued on page 9

Rosh Hashanah Sermon 5782/2021
“We are on Holy Ground”
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In a meeting a few weeks ago, we 
were talking about communication 
and who says what. In the 
discussion it came out that when 
the president speaks or writes, 
it’s always about money. So, this 
year I’m going to try to break the 
pattern. I’m not gonna talk about 
the annual campaign, which we are 
having. I’m not gonna talk about 

the fact that membership commitments are not where they 
need to be for us to survive long-term. I’m not going to talk 
about the rising cost of healthcare and other insurance 
or the fact that we need to increase salaries to stay 
competitive in today’s marketplace. You will hear more 
about all of those things in the next few weeks.

Instead, I want to talk about temple membership and what 
it means to me. I’ve been a member of Temple Emanu-El 
my whole life. For 59 1/2 years Temple Emanu-El has been 
a constant for me.

Let me explain how I see what temple membership is. 
When I was growing up, my parents had multiple groups 
of friends. There were the tennis friends, the golf friends 
and the Temple friends. As they got older, the golf and 
tennis friends mostly faded away. But the Temple friends 
remained close and constant for 50 years. They travelled 
together, celebrated holidays, and shared every possible 
life-cycle event. They were our extended family. Even now 
that my parents are gone, they are still my extended family. 
Fox, Leiter, Jurman, Berns, Cohen, Greenberg, Lee, Cahn, 
Riggio and others are all familiar names to those of us who 
have been around a long time.

One thing they had in common was a deep love for 
Temple Emanu-El. They supported and continue to 
support our congregation in every possible way. They ran 
special projects, chaired special event and committees 
and served on the Board of Trustees at every level. They 
understood that our primary mission is to educate the 
next generations and provide a warm and welcoming 
environment. Their names are up on plaques in almost 
every part of the campus. Look at the plaques sometime. 
The questions will become…Whose names are going to 
be on the plaques in the next 25 years? Can we continue 
their legacies?

The world has changed a lot in the past 20 years. More 
and more, people are looking at Temple membership as 
a fee for service relationship. I hear the comments like 
“I don’t come very often, so I shouldn’t have to pay as 
much.” Or, “I just want to maintain a minimal membership 
so that I can have the rabbi perform a funeral for me when 

I die. “ While I understand that perspective, I simply don’t 
agree with it. Further, I don’t think the health club model 
sustainable. For me, the financial decision is simple. It’s 
“What can I afford?” It’s not “What can I get away with?”. 
But I’m also well aware that a one-size fits all model isn’t 
going to work either. We need to meet people where 
they are and connect them with our wonderful community. 
The rest will happen on its own. Kim Jackman and our 
membership team are going to get creative and try some 
new things and see what happens. We have nothing to 
lose. For those of you who are new to Temple Emanu-El in 
the past couple of years, expect a note from me. I’d love to 
talk to you about your experiences thus far. 

We also must figure out how to attract young people back 
to our congregation. In general, most kids in their 20s and 
30s just don’t see the value of belonging to a synagogue. I 
contend that organized religion is simply not meeting their 
needs. We have to get creative with our programming and 
types of memberships in order to attract this demographic. 
We need find topics of interest and social action that 
are interesting to them. The reality is that 70% of young 
Jews are marrying people of other faiths. We need to 
be welcoming to the Jewish-adjacent partners and have 
programming that appeals to them as well. Interfaith 
families will continue to be an important part of our future. 
Sharon Genkin has been leading an effort to look at how 
welcoming and hospitable we really are to all Jews and 
Jewish adjacent partners

You get out of membership what you put in. The pandemic 
has certainly given us some new opportunities. I have 
truly enjoyed the Zig Zag sessions. Whether it’s Lonna 
Smith hosting a cooking session or Debbie Michels and 
Rachelle Vogler facilitating discussions about dealing with 
kids after they leave home, I always feel more connected 
to the community. The Tuesday chats with the rabbi are 
interesting and educational. I learn something new almost 
every week from Steve Ladowitz or Yvonne Nemec. If 
you haven’t had the chance to debate with Neil Mendel, 
I highly recommend it. It’s always entertaining. The 
point is…There are lots of ways to get more out of your 
membership. Just show up and participate in whatever 
interests you. You’ll learn quickly that you get much more 
out of the relationship with this community than you put in.

 I have had many conversations with Richard Rusnak 
over the past year. I listen to him and can feel the love he 
has for this congregation. It’s also so very clear that the 
future is just as important to him as the past. I leave every 
conversation with him asking myself, “Am I doing enough?” 
So, periodically, I look inward and try to think of ways I can 
do more and re-evaluate what’s important to me.

From the President
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Now that the High Holy Days are 
behind us, Sisterhood is continuing to 
encourage all women of TEE to join 
us as we explore both in-person and 
virtual events.  We are continuing both 
options to make it easier for everyone 
to participate depending on your 
personal comfort level.  

We had another successful BINGO 
night on Sunday, August 29.  Melenie Pearson put together 
a High Holy Day word list for our game.  It was extremely 
informative and educational.  $10 gift cards for Starbucks, 
Safeway, Trader Joe’s and Target were given out to the 
winners!  The grand prize of a $25 Amazon gift card was won by 
ME!  What a pleasant surprise that was!  A huge Thank-You to 
Melenie for doing a fantastic job!

Our Walking Group is meeting on Saturday, September 11 at 
Martial Cottle Park in San Jose at 9AM.  We will begin our walk 
at the trailhead on Chynoweth Ave. Please join us for a great 
workout and lively conversation.  This is open to all ladies of 
TEE!

September 26 will be your next opportunity to win fabulous 
prizes at BINGO.  The theme for the evening will be books and 
authors.  Ilene Levine has graciously offered to host the evening.  
Thank you so much Ilene!! 

Our Divas will be Dining Out at Luna’s Mexican Kitchen at 
Pruneyard in Campbell on October 19.  Watch for your Evite 
coming in the next few weeks with all of the details.  Our last 
evening out was very successful so please join us! 

Thank you to all of our Sisterhood women who have mailed 
in their renewals. A VERY SPECIAL Thank You goes to the 
following women who recently donated more than the $36 
minimum: Dr. Bobbye Gorenberg & Bobi Levine.

As of this writing, our membership stands at 106 which, at this 
pace, could mean that we exceed last year’s total membership 
of 112!! This is fantastic news!!  Please don’t forget that your tax-
deductible donation to Sisterhood helps to support our Religious 
School, Sisterhood projects and TEE. If you haven’t received 
your letter, please email Arlene Williams our Membership Vice 
President at: arlene4908@gmail.com.  

We hope to see you at one of our upcoming events soon.  You 
can contact us at any time with questions or comments by 
emailing sisterhood@templesanjose.org 

Joy Powell & Beverly Mende, Sisterhood Co-President’s

Sisterhood
 My wish for our congregation has 3 parts.

1. Let’s create a culture of giving. I don’t want 
to live in dread of every budget and hope 
we can scrape by. A culture of giving (time, 
talent, and money) will help us set an example 
for our kids and grandkids and will help them 
understand how important it is to the survival 
of our congregation, and to reform Judaism as 
we know it.

2. Let’s engage as many people (members and 
non-members) as possible by continuing to 
provide interesting and meaningful programs 
of all types. Let’s build and enhance our 
community. 

3. Let’s look to the future and make sure we 
have laid a stable foundation for the next 
generations. That means a solid endowment, 
a strong community, and new revenue 
streams. 

I hope each of you will take this opportunity to 
reflect and look at what Temple Emanu-El means 
to you and your family. I would love to hear from 
you and learn from your perspective.

May this new year bring us all closer as a 
community. May we all be safe and healthy.

L’Shana Tovah, Steve Krandel

From the President 
continued from page 2

Edward Marcus 
Friend, the son 
of Nicholas and 
Elizabeth Friend, will 
be called to the Torah 
as a Bar Mitzvah on 
October 9, 2020. 
Edward is an 8th 
grader at Sunnyvale 
Middle School. He 

enjoys archery, playing the drums, playing 
Minecraft, and hosting a YouTube channel 
about his video game pursuits. He is 
looking forward to the culmination of his 
many hard months of study!

Bar Mitzvah

mailto:sisterhood%40templesanjose.org?subject=
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A  Ritual Committee A

Celebrating Life and Science

What’s a Jew to do with Columbus Day? This month, 
on October 11, America observes our country’s most 
contentious home-grown holiday. Since the holiday’s 
founding, we’ve re-cast our opinions of Christopher 
Columbus the man. We understand now that even by the 
standards of his own time, he was a cruel and racist man, 
a slave owner and killer. But then, the holiday of Columbus 
Day was never really about the man in the first place. 

While Columbus was not the first European to visit 
the Americas, nor was his conduct here laudable, it is 
inarguable that his voyage had a profound impact on the 
people living on all shores of the Atlantic. And so, even 
though he lived centuries before its founding, his status 
as a pillar of the United States was second 
only to the Founding Fathers. The District 
of Columbia, Columbia College, the anthem 
“Hail Columbia,” the Knights of Columbus, 
the capital of South Carolina and another 
city in Ohio—all are early examples of the 
United States’ veneration of Columbus, 
making the man larger than life. At the 
World’s Columbian Exposition in Chicago 
1893, Senator Chauncey M. Depew of 
Kansas was not shy in his praise:

“All hail, Columbus, discoverer, dreamer, 
hero, and apostle… The voice of gratitude and praise  
for all the blessings which have been showered upon 
mankind by his adventure is limited to no language, but 
is uttered in every tongue. Neither marble nor brass can 
fitly form his statue. Continents are his monument, and 
unnumbered millions, present and to come, who enjoy 
in their liberties and happiness the fruits of his faith, will 
reverently guard and preserve, from century to century,  
his name and fame.”

However much Columbus was celebrated at that World 
Fair, the holiday Columbus Day did not become a United 
States federal holiday until forty years later, in 1934. It 
was at the behest of Italian-Americans that President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt and Congress made the day official. 
Throughout the 19th century, Italian, Irish, Portuguese and 
other Catholic immigration to America swelled, to the ire 
of the “Nativists” already living in the US. The new arrivals 
looked different, talked different, and worshipped different. 
This immigration sparked a national debate which is 
depressingly timeless: who is allowed to be American? 

And so, the Catholic community, and the Italian-Americans 
in particular, championed Christopher Columbus. In 
Columbus, they found a pre-existing American saint who 
shared their ethnicity and religion. As alien as it sounds 
now, creating the holiday of Columbus Day was originally 
about a very Jewish value: welcoming in the stranger. 

That was nearly a century ago. 

Since then, American culture has changed. In 1971, 
the state of Hawaii opted to instead begin celebrating 
“Discoverer’s Day,” honoring “all discoverers, including 
Pacific and Polynesian navigators.” Then, South Dakota 
opted to wholesale replace Columbus Day with “Native 
American Day.” In the 1990s, Berkeley renamed the 

holiday to “Indigenous People’s Day.” And 
in the years since, hundreds of towns, cities, 
counties, and several states have joined the 
move away from Columbus Day. 

Here at Temple Emanu-El, we are beginning 
to acknowledge that our campus is built on 
land stolen from the Muwekma tribe -- one 
of the South Bay’s Ohlone peoples. The 
colonization kicked off by Columbus resulted 
in displacement and genocide of the Ohlone 
and other Native American peoples, and the 

individuals who have endured continue to live at or below 
poverty levels. 

As a campaign for inclusiveness, Columbus Day 
was successful. Italians and other Catholic European 
immigrants are now unquestionably American. 

So what should we do with Columbus Day? As Jews, 
among the highest mitzvot are the pursuit of justice and 
righteousness. We must atone for our misdeeds. And 
this now means working to gain a broader understanding 
of our land and its inhabitants’ true history, one where 
Columbus’ “discovery” did not bring liberty and happiness 
to all participants. 

The original spirit of Columbus Day—inclusion—should 
remain, but the name and those honored must be made 
just. This October 11, let us as Bay Area Jews recognize 
and celebrate the Native Americans whose land we 
inhabit.

David Goldberg, for the Ritual Committee

This October 11, 

let us as Bay Area 

Jews recognize and 

celebrate the Native 

Americans whose 

land we inhabit.
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It was September 24, 2001 when we opened the 
doors of Temple Emanu-El Preschool (TEPS)  and 20 
years later I can’t help but reflect back to that time and 
see the many ways that we have grown.  I think each 

month this year I will add in a little bit of TEPS history as it has been 
quite an amazing adventure! In September of 2001 when we opened 
our doors we did so with just one student, Raya Magat.  The two of us 
spent a great deal of time together as we began to grow the school and 
though he was only 3, he had some great insight!!  On a side note, the 
little boy in our logo was actually chosen because it resembled Raya so 
much at that age.  In October of 2001 our enrollment doubled when we 
added in little Noah Levinson to the school. The two of them brought a 
great deal of laughter to everything we did and they helped me to test 
out many new toys and materials for our program.

Here we are 20 years later and our new school year is off to a great 
start!  

We have many new friends who have settled in so nicely into the 
preschool and very few have even had tears!  With the High Holy 
Days so early this year our kids began the year learning about Rosh 
Hashanah.  Just take a moment and imagine the joy we all had 
watching two-year-olds trying to dip apples into honey and make it 
into their mouth with honey dripping just everywhere!  We also had 
the opportunity to enjoy our annual Back to School Picnic for the first 
time since September of 2019.   Our preschool community is wonderful 
and it was so nice to be able to have time outside to just get to know 
the families of our students and for those families to get to know each 
other.  As we jump into October we are looking forward to a little bit of 
normalcy and to watch our students grow and gain confidence in their 
abilities.  Enjoy a few pictures of our month and please reach out if you 
are interested in joining for the Summer or Fall of 2022.  TEPS is a great 
place to be!!

Barbara Smead, MA.Ed, , Director, Early Childhood Education 

Preschool

Virtual Museum Visit: 
Experience Leonard Cohen
Thursday, October 21 – 5:00 PM

The virtual tour will offer us an insider view 
of  the  exhibition: “Experience Leonard 
Cohen”. Our CJM Educator will provide an 
overview of the exhibition, sharing both 
the biography of Leonard Cohen as well as 
how his work inspired and informed the four 
artists on view:  George Fok, Judy Chicago, 
Candice Breitz, and Marshall Trammell.  
Register on the Temple website.
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Brotherhood
Spotlight on Neal Winnig

We would like to extend a warm 
brotherhood welcome to Neal Winnig. 
Neal hails from Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
where he attended the University of 
Wisconsin in Madison and earned a law 
degree. He practiced law for 30 years  
and along his journey has laid roots in 

cities such as New York, Washington D.C., Memphis, and  
Sun City, Arizona.

Check this out: at Temple Beth Shalom in Sun City, Neal joined the 
choir and impressed the clergy so much, that he subbed for both 
the cantor and the rabbi when they were unavailable! He also led 
lay services. From his early days, Neal has loved performing and 
singing for audiences, but his dad thought otherwise.

In addition to his busy law practice, he still squeezed in his love 
of performing. This is how Neal met his wife Florence. During a 
fortuitous break while he was rehearsing for a play in Washington, 
D.C., he decided to join a bridge game in the basement. Well, lo 
and behold, Florence was at that game and the rest is history! 
Sadly, Florence passed away last December just a few days 
before their 57th anniversary. What an amazing love affair! Neal is 
supported locally by his son, Cliff and daughter-inlaw Debby.

Did you know that his high school buddy, Jerry Silberman 
influenced Neal to advance his performing career? Of course,  
we know Jerry as the great Gene Wilder! Yes, they were 
classmates in Milwaukee!

Neal’s favorite music is folk and he especially loves Theodore 
Bikel. Of course, he’s a Packer fan, but also cheers for the Niners. 
His favorite food is Chinese (anyone surprised?) and loves 
watching the Blueblood police drama series. His favorite movie is 
Exodus, starring Paul Newman.

How about this: Neal was in attendance in Washington, D.C. when 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. gave his famous “I Have A Dream” 
speech in the summer of 1963. “It was an electrifying experience. 
The crowd was hushed, but you could feel the emotion of the 
crowd”, Neal recalls.

Come join us, as Neal has, and add your enthusiasm and new 
ideas to our brotherhood. You can be involved as much or as  
little as you like. Brotherhood holds meetings every second 
Sunday of the month at 9:00AM with a bagel feast. If you have any 
questions you can always email brotherhood@templesanjose.org 
for more details.

Cheers! David Goldberg, Brotherhood President

In-Person Religious 
School is in full 
swing now and the 
“Chaggim” – the High 
Holiday season which 
concludes with Simchat 
Torah, has come to 
an end. What has not 
come to an end is the 
fun and excitement 
that is TEE Religious 
School and Beit No’ar! 

The only difference this year as in past years is 
not having you, the parents and grandparents, 
present with us each Sunday morning. Due 
to the ongoing threat of the Coronavirus 
Pandemic, we will not be having adults join our 
students on campus. Even though all of you 
will be missed, here is what you can expect as 
you see your children/grandchildren enter the 
gates of the Temple…

Students will be engaged in learning about 
Israel, Torah, prayer, Hebrew, holidays, history, 
and Am Yisrael (the Jewish peoplehood) and 
our school really tries to teach the students 
in these areas through different modalities. 
Art and music are very prevalent on Sunday 
mornings and add depth to what is being 
covered in the classroom. If a student is 
learning about the Creation story, he/she 
is not only looking at the Torah text or a 
Torah story (depending age level), but they 
are also kinesthetically engaged with the 
material through art and music. The holistic 
approach towards learning, along with the fun 
and exciting atmosphere in and around the 
building, is what helps the students at TEE 
know they are not at their “parent’s religious 
school”. Our clergy team is vital to the success 
of our program as well. Rabbi Magat and 
Cantor Shafritz are present each and every 
Sunday for our youth as mentors, guides, 
spiritual leaders, and teachers. We also 
integrate camp into the curriculum by having 
our URJ Camp Directors come and “take 
over” the Religious School each November 
(Hopefully we will be able to continue this 
tradition on November 21), as well as having 
our teachers offer Chuggim (choices/electives)

continued on page 11

Religious School

mailto:l%20brotherhood%40templesanjose.org?subject=
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Vayelich is among the last Torah portions read before 
Simchat Torah, Deuteronomy 31:1-30, the shortest portion 
in the Torah. Moses is 120 years old, and he tells the 
Israelites that his days are nearing an end and that he 
will not cross the Jordan with them. Before the people of 
Israel, Moses chooses Joshua to succeed him and lead 
Israel into the promised land, and says to him:

“Be strong and resolute, for you are to go with this people 
to the land that God swore to their fathers to give to them. 
You shall have them take possession of it, to inherit it. God 
will be with you. God will not let go of you, nor will God 
forsake you. Fear nothing and do not be frightened.”

Moses then instructs the elders on the importance of 
reading the Torah, and God calls Moses and Joshua to 
present themselves in the tent of meeting to instruct them. 
God tells them that Moses will soon die and that after 
Joshua leads the Israelites into the promised land, the 
Israelites will forsake God and break their covenant with 
the Almighty. Finally, God instructs Moses to teach the 
people a poem that will serve as a witness for God, and 
Moses does so. 

Despite its brevity, Parshah Vayeilech is rich with themes 
to explore, from the nature of leadership and knowing 
when to pass the baton to the next generation to the 
relationship between God and Israel and so many more. 
But as we now reflect on this past year and look forward 
to the one we have just entered on Rosh Hashanah, 
Vayeilech has a lot to say to us about the relationship 
between the individual and the community, the tension 
between our personal hopes, goals and behaviors and the 
good of the collective, and how the process of teshuvah 
that we are now undertaking is so important for both 
ourselves and our community.  

When we read Vayeilech, we’re reminded once again 
that Moses, after dedicating his entire life to leading 
the people of Israel to the promised land, will not enter 
into it with them. Moses reveals this fact to all of Israel in 
Vayeilech, though he himself has known it for some time. 
It still seems so unfair that Moses won’t cross the Jordan 
with his people, but Moses seems to have accepted 
his fate and is,in fact, preparing them for the day when 
he will no longer be with them.  He does this in part by 
choosing Joshua as the person who will lead them across 
the Jordan. But Moses makes other preparations as well. 
He knows that Israel will once again forsake God, as they 
have done before, and that God will punish them, yet 
Moses knows God will always be with them and he gives 
them the tools, in the form of a poem, to return to God’s 

good graces. He knows this cycle of failure and r 
e-commitment is destined to recur for as long as there 
is an Israel, and Moses and God encourage Joshua and 
Israel to be “strong and resolute” despite disappointments  
and failure. 

So as we head towards Yom Kippur, let us keep the 
lessons of Vayeilech in mind and strive to incorporate 
them into our lives. We may have personal goals and plans 
that we do not achieve, but this does not necessarily mean 
we have failed. As long as we move forward with strength 
and resolution, we may yet have an opportunity to achieve 
them. And even if, like Moses, we fail to see the realization 
of our plans, our community and future generations may 
still reap the benefits of our labor. Remember that it is not 
up to you to finish the work, but you are not free to avoid it.  

Shannon Brown and his family have been members of 
Temple Emanu-El since 2007. He has been a member 
of the choir and of the Rock Shabbat band, as well as 
Brotherhood President 2019-2021, and is a member of 
the Board of Trustees.  

D’var Torah: Parshah Vayeilech 

This course will investigate Traditional and 
Reform Jewish practices, customs, and concepts 
surrounding death.  We will also discuss some of the 
important issues that surround bereavement and the 
grieving process.  Finally, we will investigate some 
modern theories concerning the stages of grief. We 
will also spend time discussing life after death and 
how death relates to our beliefs.

As this course will give each participant 
opportunities to share their perspectives, it is 
important for all of us to remember that we should 
be sensitive to each other’s feelings.

Starting on October 6, 6:30 PM–7:30 PM

Register on Temple Website 

Death 
and Dying
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community, BIPOC meaning Black, Indigenous and people 
of color, It seems to come down to one thing.

Our racist society has damaged our country and so much 
of our potential as a nation has been stunted because of 
our inability to become an anti-racist nation.

I believe the racist and misogynistic nature of our country 
has hurt everyone one of us. And if we want to truly 
become anti-racist which is in everyone’s best interest, 
we have to admit to the first group of people we hurt. 
Our racism as a country began with how our American 
ancestors treated the Indigenous people of this land. 

Those very people on whose land we are living on. 

If we want to be anti-racist and as Jew’s I don’t see a 
different way we can view this, than we must acknowledge 
the truth of the land we are living on. 

That is why we are starting a tradition today for TE.

We are going to start to acknowledge the land we are on. 

Because if we want to become anti-racist’s we have 
to admit the truth of how Indigenous people were and 
continue to be treated in this country.

Abraham did what he thought was right. He knew that in 
the end he would not sacrifice his son, but he did what he 
felt he had to do to build up his people’s future and to take 
on the mantle of being a foundational leader.

Are we ready to take up the mantle and create an anti-
racist, loving society? 

What does it mean to be an anti-racist?

It means we have to admit to our past and replace it with 
actions that lead to greater and true opportunity. 

This Summer, Cheriel and I during a brief moment of calm 
had an opportunity to visit Napa for a couple of days. 
Cheriel and I take our wine tasting seriously and we had 
one particularly lovely time with Francisco. As Francisco 

continued on page 10

Rosh Hashanah Sermon 5782/2021 continued from page 2

“May you live in interesting times” can be seen as either a 
blessing or a curse, depending on your perspective, but 
interesting times are certainly what we are living through.  
There are so many challenges facing our world, so many 
reasons to feel despair, but instead I feel so inspired and 
uplifted by the activism I see among our congregants who 
are working to heal the world. 

Marci Gerston worked hard to put together a meeting with
Assemblymember Evan Low, which I was lucky enough 
to attend. Marci and Shannon Brown spoke eloquently in 
support of SB731 (the Time Done bill) and SB 62 (the garment 
workers protection bill).  She also attended another similar 
meeting with Assemblymember Mark Berman.

Debbie Michels is working to support Afghan refugees, 
which you can read about elsewhere in this issue of 
Connections, and Bob Levy and Shannon Brown are 
actively involved in the Dayenu circle working on issues 
around climate change. Hana Anderson is one of the 
coordinators for Sisterhood of Salaam  Shalom which 
brings together Muslim and Jewish women to form closer 
connections, and I personally love going to those events 
as well. Jessica Blitchok and I are both in state leadership 
positions with Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense in 
America, working both for sensible gun legislation and to 
support communities disproportionately impacted by gun 
violence.  Kelly Snider is a fierce proponent of fair and 
equitable housing opportunities, Carol Hoffman works 

tirelessly to support the Campbell community in numerous 
ways , and Stacey Dedering volunteers for Second Harvest 
Food Bank.  And these are just the examples that spring to 
mind, and I am sure there are so many more!

The Diversity, Equity and Inclusion sub-committee 
of Tikkun Olam, including Steve Krandel, Deborah 
Zimmer, Kristina Fernandez, Kotarah Thompson, Maritza 
Silapasvang, Enrique Guadiamos, David Ledwitz and 
myself finished our assessment of the strengths and areas 
for growth in our Temple, and I presented those results to 
the Board. I am looking forward to several more meetings 
with relevant committees and employees to discuss ways 
to move forward on our DEI goals. 

Some of our beloved congregants are struggling with 
health or economic or grief issues, or are just struggling to 
survive these difficult times. But if you have the privilege 
of time and/or money, I urge you to find a cause and 
get involved. I would be happy to put you in touch with 
people listed above if those causes interest you, or please 
let me know what else you would like to work on and I 
can support you in making it happen. Tell me what you 
are already doing so I can help spread the word and 
inspiration!

The best antidote to despair is action. Together we can 
perform Tikkun Olam and help heal the world. 

Sharon Genkin, Tikkun Olam Chair

Tikkun Olam
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was pouring wine, he explained in great detail the making 
of that wine. He answered our questions with great skill 

and swiftness. As we sat there talking about wine, I asked 
Francisco about his life. He freely and proudly told us his 
story. He was a third-generation farmer. His grandfather 
from Mexico picked grapes, his father picked grapes and 
he did as well. But he also grew a passion for grapes and 
went on to viticulture school and became a sommelier! 
And he knew his stuff too. 

You see the wine maker who hired his grandfather and 
father invested in Francisco. Francisco was given an 
opportunity, he was lifted-up by another. Isn’t that what is 
most important. 

My friends, that is the point of reparations as well. Giving 
those who have suffered generational racism a step up, a 
chance, a real opportunity!

For Francisco, his family and the winemakers he has worked 
for, all believe that this land is theirs, just like you and me. 

As Jews who love Israel. We understand that the land of 
Israel is part of who we are. Just like this land that we live 
on… for us and for those who lived on it before us, it is a 
mixture of our blood, our past, our current and our future.

Did you know we are on the land of the Muwekma Ohlone 
Tribe of the San Francisco Bay Area. I would like to on our 
behalf thank and honor the Muwekma Ohlone tribe of the 
San Francisco Bay Area for their generosity and hospitality 
in their ancestral and historic homeland. 

The present-day Muwekma Ohlone Tribe, with an enrolled 
Bureau of Indian Affairs documented membership of over 
600 members, is comprised of all of the known surviving 
Indian lineages aboriginal to the San Francisco Bay region 
who trace the Tribe’s ancestry through the Missions Santa 
Clara, San Jose, and San Francisco, during the advent 
of the Hispano-European empire into Alta California 
beginning in 1769 CE. The Muwekma families are the 
successors and living members of the sovereign, historic, 
previously Federally Recognized Verona Band of Alameda 
County, now formally recognized as the Muwekma Ohlone 
Tribe of San Francisco Bay Area. 

This region extends to surrounding areas that held several 
Túupentaks (too-pen-tahks), traditional semi-subterranean 
spiritual roundhouses. Túupentaks were places of 
celebrations, healing, rituals, dances, intertribal feasts, and 
religious ceremonies. 

The region surrounding the City of San Jose, is where 
many of the Tribe’s ancestral heritage cemetery and 

village sites are located, and where many have been 
destroyed. These localities are viewed as special and 
sacred places, and we respectfully acknowledge that they 
had been previously settled and controlled by the 

ancestral Muwekma Tribal groups for many thousands of 
years. Today, the Muwekma Ohlone work as stewards 

for many of their up-to,10,000-year-old ancestral heritage 
village and cemetery sites, such as the old Holiday Inn 
Site located downtown along the Guadalupe River - to the 
9,900 year-old Metcalf Road Site, located along Coyote 
Creek and Highway 101. 

It is important that we not only recognize the history of 
this land, but also recognize that the First People of this 
region – the Muwekma Ohlone People, are alive and 
thriving members of the San Jose and broader Bay Area 
communities today. Even though their tribe was denied 
a land base after they were first federally recognized in 
1906, it is because of the tenacity and strength of their 
ancestors and elders, that their People have been able 
to maintain their traditions and keep their culture and 
language alive. 

The Muwekma Ohlone families have never left their 
indigenous ancestral lands. Today they repair the 
sustained damages of over 251 years of colonization. 
They are focused on keeping their traditional culture 
strong, while they work for a bright and favorable future 
for their children, as they follow in the footsteps of their 
ancestors. May we as citizens of the City of San Jose and 
surrounding Towns strive to be faithful stewards on behalf 
of the Muwekma Ohlone Tribe by maintaining the bay, 
freshwater ways, native plants, animal habitats, and the air 
we all breath.

From this point forward may our Congregation, Temple 
Emanu-El founded on August 5, 1861, recognize and 
acknowledge when we gather together the land that we 
are on. May a land acknowledgement be available to all 
who visit, worship, learn and celebrate with us.

For the land that surrounds us is part of who we are and it 
reflects our histories… You, me, Francisco. And our tribal 
brothers, sisters and beloveds.

By doing the land acknowledgement we recognize that we 
are on holy ground. Our Synagogue is holy and the land 
we are on is holy.

May we move forward as a congregation acknowledging 
the holy ground we truly are on.

Amen.

Rosh Hashanah Sermon 5782/2021 continued from page 9
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And those we have lost in years past

OCTOBER 1 | Rose W. Aronoff, Harold Aronoff, Anna Berman, 
Lee Chandler, Genia Cintz, Max Feldman, Leah Haas Frank, 
Murray Hirsch, Jerald W. Hunter, Cheryl Kamm, Louis Landman, 
Jack Levine, Joe Marchick, Lillie Mehr, Anna Myerfeld, Morris 
Myers, Gussie Panikoff, David L. Reisner, Gertrude Rott, Moritz 
Golden Roy, Dr. David G. Roy, Harry Rubenstein, Charles 
Rubin, Irwin Rusnak, Alexandra Sargent, Mildred Shev, Sophie 
Silverstein, Max Snyder, Kurt Weinberg, Louis Weiner, Sara 
Widman, Virginia Williams, Sheila Wills

OCTOBER 8 | Charlotte Axelrod, Jean Barsky, Zelda Brust, 
Estelle Cantor, Sharon Chastain, Bernard Delman, Aaron 
Dorfman, Kenneth Douglas, Abram P. Epstein, Dee Erlichman, 
Anita Faverman, Eugene Foxman, Ellen Sue Freiberg, Ellen 
Sue Freiberg, Katherine Gold, Isaac Goldstein, Jack Graff, 
Rick Hoffman, Stuart Holstein, Simon Indianer, David Jackel, 
Dolores Jaffe, Jason Jurman, Rita Kane, Marian Kaplan, 
Fanny Katz, Lena Koss, Florence Kristal, Minnie Lackner, 
Minnie Levine, Jonathan Lotman, Sol Manning, Alfred Mayer, 
Ruth Mendel, Mike Molack, Alfred Morris, Monty Myers, Abe 
Ofsaiof, Dorothy Osiel, Adele Panikoff, Israel Port, Sydney 
Resnick, Arthur Schimek, William Schneiderman, Molly Schutte, 
Herman Schwab, Lily Shulman, Loren Siegel, Boomi Silverman, 
Florence Spinner, Rita Stoner, Edna Taber, Helen Wallach, 
Clara Webb-Nord, Barnett Weinstein, Gertrude Wolff

OCTOBER 15 | Hilda Altman, Benjamin Aronowitz, Ben 
Avrech, Ben Berman, Sylvia Braude, Charles Broder, Bayla 
Bryman, Nettie Chatoff, Harold Chusid, Mark Emanuel, Lena 
Fink, Henry Frank, George Friedman, Hyman Garshon, Adrian 
Gaynor, Charles Greenberg, Harry Hirsh, Beverly Holstein, 
Joseph Jacobson, Henny Just, Mollie Kadish, Mary Katz, Leon 
Lagier, Leah Leizerbaum, Elizabeth Lieberman, Leon Livchitz, 
Joel Loren, Alan Loth, Don W. MacDonald, Margaret Miller, 
George Marvin Nathan, Mildred Polgar, Stuart Press, John 

Reznikov, John Reznikov, Louis Richards, Edis Robinson,  
Max Rosenthal, Jack Rubenstein, Jane Schwartz, Perla 
Sciupac, Jonathan Sievers, Homer Sobel, Arthur Spector,  
Cecil Weintraub, Joseph Wolff, Marilyn Zelinsky, Ruth Zenver, 
Cathy Zimmer

OCTOBER 22 | Lillian Becker, Carol Chusid, Celia Edelstein, 
Theresa H. Epstein, Jean Claire Farber, Michael Feinman, 
David A. Feldman, Jim Fenner, Albert A. Finkle, Milton Fox, 
Sharon Gold, Charles Gold, Pearl Goldstein, Dian Grais, 
Monroe J. Hartfield, Rudolph Heidorn, Mollie Herman, Edward 
Hochman, Max Kivetz, Ida Kragen, Herman Labovick, Virginia 
Lee, Bernice Lehman, Lionel Leiter, Sidney Marsh, Anne 
Meyerson, Paulette Michel, Ralph Muslin, Herbert J. Nayman, 
Paula Oppenheimer, Dr. Morris Oransz, Sofia Oransz, Rachel 
Orloff, Max Polsky, Reva Rothenberg, Lita Smolin Segal-Katz, 
Stanley Shine, David Silen, Elvin Silverstein, Bernard Smulyan, 
Sam Spinner, Michael Stanley, Greg Stiler, Nan Tepper, Albert 
Tidwell, Franciska Weinberg, Mary Weintraub 

OCTOBER 29 | Dolly Barkin, Shirley Boyers, Laura 
Bruckheimer, Harold Cahn, Lena Erlichman Cannell, Gertrude 
Carmely, Al Chernoff, Dr. Bernard Cohen, Geraldine Kahn 
Feldman, Dana Alan Fisher, Louis Fishman, Flora Fishoff, 
Teresa Forman, Samuel Freeling, Grace Freiberg, Max (Manny) 
Frey, Andrea Gabbert, Frances Goldberg, Jennie Dove 
Goldberg, Melvin Grant, Joan Hammer, Abraham Hassid, 
Peter Hubert, Sam Kaisel, Lowell King, Frederick E. Lehman, 
Sadye Lewis, Morton Marks, Claudine Morris, Nova Nair, Biena 
Newman, Jacob Pollack, Cammy Resnick, Bernard Richman, 
Ben Roth, Molly Schneiderman, Anita Stransky Schwarz, 
Bessie Schwarz, Mildred Segal, B. Chandler Shaw II, Nancy 
Snyder, Murray Sobolov, Rosalie Sogolow, Max Sokolov, Emil 
Sonnberger, Bernard Spillman, Bella Tresser, Gary Van Dyck, 
Rose Woron, Harry Zeitlin

We Remember

as another portal into Jewish learning. Studies have shown 
that the best way to ensure a vibrant life-long Jewish 
involvement is to expose young people to camp/youth 
group activities. My quest as a Jewish educator has always 
been to break the cycle of “suffering” at religious school 
and to ensure that the Jewish youth of today know that it 
is “cool” to be Jewish and to have a positive relationship 
with learning and with synagogue. I am positive that this is 
being achieved at TEE.

All of this work is helped with a terrific teaching staff, 
a wonderful cadre of volunteer parents who help with 
“check-in” at the beginning of the day and during our 
monthly Education Committee meetings, and having a 
strong team of teen Madrichim. I hope that one day this 
year you will be able to come by and check out what we 
do on a Sunday morning. I am positive you will agree that 
TEE is the place to be!

Phil Hankin, RJE, Director of Education

Religious School continued from page 7

Those who have died recently
Alexander Cunningham, friend of Eric Fox

Phil Hammer, father of Matt Hammer

Richard Pederson, husband of Gloria Loventhal

Alan Garshon, cousin Fagie Rosen

Norman Dishotsky, father of Rebecca Dishotsky

Phyllis Burdman, friend of Harriet/Mendels

Lyubov Gatsis, frandmother of Irina Stiasny
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Thank You for Your Generous Contributions
Annual Campaign
Dr. Allan & Judith Bernstein
Jacob & Pauline Braunstein
Minda Cutcher
Doris Davis
Neal Eisenberg
Dr. Clayton & Sandra Feldman
Joan Fox
Ruth & Robert Fox
Dr. Gary Gold
Margie Goodman
Uri & Judith Gottfeld
Herm & Beryl Greenberg
Susan & Michael Housman
E. Gerald & Gail Jacobs
Douglas Kerr & Edith Pollock Kerr
Morton & Marilyn Leiter
Yvonne Nemec
Jay Rubenstein
Judith Sapper
Gordon Schneiderman
Rabbi Marvin & Janet Schwab
Deborah Zimmer & Elizabeth Shivell
Anonymous

Campership Fund
The Karp Family, in memory of Sara Gordon
Manfred & Virginia Siegler, in memory of 

Jerry Nudelman

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Robin Feinman, with thanks for helping with 

the bat mitzvah of Sofie Marino
Carol Hoffman-Sweet & Scott Sweet, for the 

wonderful music from our Cantor Shafritz
Abe Livchitz, in memory of Mo Livchitz

Endowment Fund
Joan Fox, in honor of the birthday of  

Robert Fox
Joan Fox, in honor of the anniversary of 

Robert & Ruth Fox

Ruth & Robert Fox, in honor of the birthday 
of Joan Fox

Facilities For Aged Fund
Wanda Pollack, in memory of Rose Steinberg
Barbara Rubin, in memory of Max &  

Yetta Rubin

General Fund
Hana & David Anderson
Robert & Ester Burton
Bette Emanuel, in memory of Eva Emanuel
Joan Green, in memory of Billie Walters
Herm & Beryl Greenberg, in memory of  

Phil Hammer
Stephen & Arlene Greenberg, in memory of 

Howard Finer
Stephen & Arlene Greenberg, in memory of 

Helen Greenberg
Matthew Hammer
Bryan Holmberg
E. Gerald & Gail Jacobs
Deborah Katzman, in appreciation of  

Fagie Rosen
Deborah Katzman
Linda Kornfeld
Julie, Rick, Maddie and Izzi, in honor of the 

special birthday of Gerry Boxer-Gassman
Wanda Pollack
Anthony Saenz
Bernice & Ben Vitcov
Karen White & Paula Folawn  

Judith Jurman Omens 
Cemetery Beautification Fund
Jyl & David Jurman, in memory of  

Daniel Pollack
Jyl & David Jurman, in memory of  

Judi Jurman Omens

Jyl & David Jurman, in memory of  
Jason Jurman

Rubin & Arlene Jurman, in memory of  
Judith Jurman Omens

Rubin & Arlene Jurman, in memory of  
Daniel Heath Pollack

Rubin & Arlene Jurman, in memory of  
Ida Ofsaiof

Wanda Pollack, in memory of Daniel Pollack
Ethel Ress, in memory of Elvin Ress
Ethel Ress, in memory of Arlene Ress Nathans

Prayerbook Tributes
Gladys Chandler, in memory of  

Lee Chandler

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Dr. Allan & Judith Bernstein, in memory of 

Nathan Primack
Dr. Allan & Judith Bernstein, in memory of 

Ruth Bernstein
Robert & Ester Burton, with thanks for 

making our special day more special
Robert & Ester Burton, in honor of the vow 

renewal of Robert & Ester Burton
Myron Cagan
Susan Cahn, in honor of Dr. & Mrs. Edward 

Cahn, parents of Susan Cahn
Robin Feinman, with thanks for helping with 

the bat mitzvah of Sofie Marino
Joseph & Michelle Gabriel, in memory of 

Benjamin Gabrilowitz
Joseph & Michelle Gabriel, with get well 

wishes to Dr. Daniel Stein
Hali Hammer & Margy Hutchison, in memory 

of Phil Hammer
Carol Hoffman-Sweet & Scott Sweet, in 

honor of the wedding of Carol Hoffman 
and Scott Sweet

Jerry & Cheryl Karp, in memory of  
Naomi Soloman, a victim of 911

Janet Kodish and Dorian Newton, in honor 
of the marriage of Carol Hoffman and 
Scott Sweet

Sheri Prizant, in loving memory of  
Jerry Prizant

Jeffrey & Ellen Rudy, in honor of the 
marriage of Stewart Rudy and  
Jarusha Rosenthal-Kambic

Gordon Schneiderman, in memory of  
Janet A. Taylor

Gordon Schneiderman, in memory of  
Israel Schneiderman

Mark & Lynette Tannen
Carol Thailer, in loving memory of Lisa 

Thailer Wiviott, daughter of Carol Thailer
Bernice & Ben Vitcov

Religious School Fund
Robin Feinman, in honor of the bat mitzvah 

of Sofia Marino
Carol Hoffman-Sweet & Scott Sweet, in 

appreciation of Deborah Jacobstein TEE 
art teacher for making our beautiful and 
unique wedding Chuppah

Barbara & Alan Marcum, in honor of the 
special birthday of Carol Hoffman

Scholar in Residence Fund
Robert and Maggie Cant, in memory of 

Thomas Ivy
Robert and Maggie Cant, in memory of 

Alfred Mayer
Robert and Maggie Cant, in memory of 

Lillian Becker
Robert and Maggie Cant, in memory of  

Sam Kaisel

Temple Emanu-El Adult Education invites you to join an interactive course on The Mussar 
Torah Commentary: A Spiritual Path to Living a Meaningful and Ethical LIfe.

Mussar teachers through the centuries have sought deep, accurate, and useful insights into human life.

The commentary looks to the Torah as a source of fundamental guidance for human living. The authors 
- distinguished rabbis – focus their lessons on specific Middot: the Hebrew term for “inner traits.”

What makes us unique individuals (and what carves out a specific path for each of us) is the fact that 
these traits reside within each of us in different measure. Middah means “measure.”

Come join Rabbi Marvin Schwab – emeritus rabbi from Temple Beth Sholom in Santa Fe, our own Rabbi Magat and temple 
member/educator Steve Matusow. We began our weekly studies on Sunday, September 26 with B’reishit. The group will 
continue to meet for one hour each Sunday at 10:00 AM. Though we encourage continuous participation, you may attend at 
any time. WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN US.

You may purchase The Mussar Torah Commentary at www.ccarpress.org. Registration to receive the required Zoom link, 
and additional information, is available on the Temple website. Or if you have additional questions, please contact Len 
Schreibstein at Lendebsch@aol.com

COMPLETE LIST OF FALL 2021 ADULT EDUCATION CLASSES LISTED ON TEMPLE WEBSITE UNDER 
“LEARNING>ADULT EDUCATION OFFERINGS”

Adult Education 
If you would like to make a contribution, visit www.templesanjose.org

http://www.ccarpress.org
mailto:Lendebsch%40aol.com?subject=
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Jewish deli comfort food,
 delivered right to your door!

Offering a variety of 
classic favorites, made 

with family recipes.

matzah ball soup, 
Brisket, Ruebens, 

Pastrami, Pickles & More!

Order today
Delivery or pick-up

casperrestaurantgroup.com
408.568.0658

a part of
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Home of Peace Cemetery and Mausoleum

Monterey Hwy & Curtner Ave
Call for an appointment to discuss pre-need arrangements.

Administrator: 408-674-5867
Founded in 1853

Owned and Operated by Temple Emanu-El
South Bay Area’s only Jewish-owned Cemetery, Mausoleum and ColumbariumSouth Bay Area’s only Jewish-owned Cemetery, Mausoleum and Columbarium

Oneg Sponsorships  
are available again!

Sponsorships start at $36.

If you would like 
to help sponsor 
an Oneg for 
an upcoming 
Shabbat Service, 
please contact 
the office to 
reserve your 
spot. 

Oneg 
Sponsorships
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OCTOBER 2021

7:00 PM – IP, ST 
Erev Shabbat Service

9:00 AM –IP 
Baby Shabbat

10:30 AM – IP, ST 
Bar Mitzvah of Edward 
Friend

7:00 PM – IP, ST  
Erev Shabbat Service

6:00 PM – IP, ST 
Tot Shabbat Service

6:30 PM –IP 
Tot Shabbat Dinner

6:30 PM – IP, ST 
Erev Shabbat Sanctuary 
Service

6:30 PM – ZM 
Shabbat At Home Service

6:00 PM – ZM –  
Ritual Committee Meeting

7:00 PM 
Green Team Event

12:00 PM – ZM 
TV/Film Discussion

5:00 PM – ZM 
Virtual Museum Tour

6:30 PM – ZM 
Class: Death & Dying with 
Rabbi Magat

12:00 PM – IP, ZM  
Lunch & Learn with Rabbi 
Magat

6:30 PM – ZM 
Class: Death and Dying 
with Rabbi Magat

6:30 PM – ZM 
Class: Death and Dying 
with Rabbi Magat

12:00 PM – ZM 
Chat with the Rabbi

7:00 PM – IP, ZM 
Board Meeting

7:30 PM –IP  
Israeli Dancing

10:00 AM – ZM  
Adult Education: 
Grandparents Group

12:00 PM – ZM 
Chat with the Rabbi

4:00 PM –IP 
Preschool Dinner Night Out

7:00 PM – ZM 
Intro to Judaism

12:00 PM – ZM 
Chat with the Rabbi

6:00 PM –IP 
Sisterhood Ladies Night Out

7:00 PM – ZM 
Intro to Judaism

7:30 PM –IP  
Israeli Dance

7:00 PM 
Adult Education:  
2nd Level Adult Hebrew

7:00 PM 
Adult Education:  
2nd Level Adult Hebrew

7:00 PM – ZM 
Adult Education:  
2nd Level Adult Hebrew

7:00 PM – ZM 
Adult Education:  
2nd Level Adult Hebrew

10:00 AM – ZM 
Musar Torah Study Group

10:00 AM – ZM 
Musar Torah Study Group

12:30 PM – ZM 
Great Questions 
Discussion Group

10:00 AM – ZM 
Musar Torah Study Group

10:00 AM – ZM 
Musar Torah Study Group

12:00 PM – ZM 
Chat with the Rabbi

7:00 PM – ZM 
Intro to Judaism

If you would like to advertise in Temple Emanu-El’s 
Connections contact Oliver Housman at  

oliver@templesanjose.org.

10:00 AM –IP 
Shabbat In Nature

12:00 PM – IP, ZM 
Multi-Access Lunch & Learn 
with Rabbi Magat 

7:00 PM – ZM 
ZIG ZAG Grown & Flown

6:30 PM – IP, ST 
Erev Shabbat Service

Mazel Tov to  
Esther and Bob Burton 

for renewing their  
50th Anniversary vows 

on August 22 with  
Rabbi Magat and  

Cantor Shafritz.  
We wish them 

happiness and  
good health.

Mazel Tov

10:00 AM – ZM 
Musar Torah Study Group

IP – In Person Event*

ST – Event will be Streamed on Temple Website & YouTube Channel

ZM – On Zoom*

*Pre-Registration Required



Clergy____________________________________________________________
Dana Magat | Senior Rabbi – rabbimagat@templesanjose.org
Leah Shafritz | Cantor – cantorshafritz@templesanjose.org
Joseph Gitin, D.D. (z”l) | Rabbi Emeritus

Committee Chairs__________________________________________________
Len Schreibstein | Adult Education Chair – lifelonglearning@templesanjose.org 
Bobi Levine/Rebecca Frederick | Havurot Coordinatorsr – havurah@templesanjose.org
Dan Lee | Membership Commitment – dues@templesanjose.org
Uri Gottfeld | Facilities – facilities@templesanjose.org
TBD | Marketing – marketing@templesanjose.org
Branden Frederick | Ritual – ritual@templesanjose.org
Sharon Genkin | Tikkun Olam – to@templesanjose.org
Kim Jackman | Membership – membership@templesanjose.org
Richard Rusnak | Security Committee – security@templesanjose.org
Mira Karp | Religious School – rscommittee@templesanjose.org
Fagie Rosen and Harriet Saltzman | Caring Committee – caring@templesanjose.org
Jessica Blitchok | Endowment Committee – endowment@templesanjose.org
Rebecca Frederick | Preschool Committee – pscommittee@templesanjose.org

Staff_____________________________________________________________
Stephanie Pollock | Executive Director – stephanie@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 ext. 233
Barbara Smead | Director, Early Childhood Education – barbara@templesanjose.org | 408-293-8660 | #434404443
Phil Hankin | Director of Education – phil@templesanjose.org | 408-292-3223
Shantha Smith | Bookkeeper – shantha@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 x235
Iris Bendahan | Administrative Assistant & Clergy Support – iris@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 x 231
Oliver Housman | Marketing & Communications Coordinator – oliver@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 x234
Cherie Ravel | Cemetery Administrator – cherie@templesanjose.org | 408-674-5867

Board of Trustees__________________________________________________
Steve Krandel | President – president@templesanjose.org
Eric Snider | Secretary – secretary@templesanjose.org
Kim Jackman | VP Membership – vpmembership@templesanjose.org
Byron Lilly | Treasurer – treasurer@templesanjose.org
Shannon Brown  | VP Administration – vpadmin@templesanjose.org
Sherri Wiesner | VP Education and Youth – vprey@templesanjose.org
Deborah Zimmer | Immediate Past President

Auxiliaries________________________________________________________
David Goldberg | Brotherhood President – brotherhood@templesanjose.org
Beverly Mendel / Joy Powell | Sisterhood Co-Presidents – sisterhood@templesanjose.org
Naomi Brown | EESY President – youthgroup@templesanjose.org

CONNECTIONS is published 10 times a year by Temple Emanu-El, 1010 University Ave., San Jose, CA 95126. 

Award/Operating and Tribute Funds
General Fund
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Alvin Ravel Garden Fund
Beverly Jordan Temple Beautification Fund
Judith Jurman Omens Cemetery 

Beautification Fund
Lou and Clara Juren Library Fund
Ralph Goldeen Library Fund
Endowment Fund

Religious Funds
Harold Cahn Prayerbook Fund
Kenneth Gordon Children’s Prayerbook Fund
Susanne & Maurice Tucker High Holy Days 

Music Fund

Youth Funds
Religious School Fund
Religious School Enrichment Fund
Betty Rinsler Religious School
Endowment Fund
Weintraub Religious School Scholarship Fund
Youth Enrichment Fund
Leonard and Bernice Gaon Campership Fund
Michael Elman Campership Fund
Milton Fox Campership Fund
Phyllis Matzner Campership Fund
Israel Scholarship Fund
Susanne C. Blickman Arts and Crafts Fund
Sid Rosenberg Religious School Senior Trip 

Fund

Cultural Funds
Choir Fund
Phyllis Omel Junior Choir Fund
Bertram Berns Music Fund
Shank-Rockman Family Sound System Fund
Scholar in Residence Fund

Community Funds
Accompaniment Fund 
Facilities for the Aged Fund (Chai House)
JoAnne Salman-Tehrani Homeless Fund

Other Tribute Opportunities
$36 - Prayerbook Tribute
$218/$500/$750 - Tree of Life
Leaf/small/large rock
$500 - Sanctuary Chair Plaque
$750 - Memorial Plaque (in sanctuary foyer)

Opportunities in 
Levin Learning Center
$5,000 - Stair Plaque
$10,000 - Library Column Dedication
$25,000 - Room Dedication

Contact the Admin team for 
additional opportunities.

Making a contribution to one of Temple Emanu-El’s many funds is a wonderful way to 
honor your friends and family. You may make contributions in honor of a birth, a birthday, 
brit milah, baby naming, Bar/Bat Mitzvah, confirmation, graduation, engagement, 
wedding, anniversary, promotion, new home, special occasion or just because. You may 
also make contributions for get-well wishes, condolences, remembrances and yahrzeits.
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