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FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 5

7:00 PM SP, ST Family Shabbat  
 Sanctuary Service  
 Led By Shomrim  
 (6th/7th Grade)

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 12

7:00 PM IP, ST – Erev  
 Shabbat Service

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 13

10:30 AM IP, ST – Bat Mitzvah 
 of Dara Turchin

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 19

6:00 PM IP – Tot Shabbat

7:00 PM IP, ST – Live Erev  
 Shabbat Service

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 21

6:30 PM  IP – 7th Annual  
 Interfaith Thanksgiving 
 with Stone Church

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 26

6:30 PM IP, ST – Live Kabbalat  
 Shabbat, Ritual  
 Committee led

Please check the Temple 
Website for all current Service 
schedule times, as they are 
subject to change.

1010 University Ave. 
San Jose, CA 95126

408-292-0939

www.templesanjose.org

facebook.com/templesanjose 

twitter.com/templesanjose

admin@templesanjose.org

November 
Service Schedule

Are you stuck with the same old Chanukah 
recipes? Do you want something new to 
prepare for this happy holiday? Register to 
attend the ZIGZAG Chanukah Cooking Show 
at 7:00 PM on November 17 via Zoom. Watch 
our fabulous Temple Emanu-El bakers make 
scrumptious desserts like “Chanukah Sugar 
Cookies” and “Chanukah Mint Brownies,” and 
learn how to fry up “Not Your Mother’s Latkes.” 
Register on the Temple Website now!

ZIGZAG Hanukkah 
Cooking Show

SEE PAGE 8 FOR MORE DETAILS

Latkes & Laughs WILL be  
happening this year 

Save The Date
Sunday, December 5 

 at 6:30 PM!  
Details to come soon. 

November 21, 6:30 PM 

Join Temple Emanu-El and Stone Church  
as they virtually host the  

7th Annual Interfaith Thanksgiving.  
We are honored to be joined by many  
different local faith organizations and  

leaders for this special service.  
Visit the temple website for more details. 

Interfaith Thanksgiving
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Cantor Notes
When I teach tefila (prayer) to students, 
I help them understand our liturgy by 
dividing it into four categories - “please,” 
“thanks,” “oops,” and “wow” - a concept 
I picked up from a classmate while 
in seminary. While some of these 
categories may be more prevalent in our 

liturgy at particular times of the year (“oops,” for example), we 
traditionally recite prayers that fall into each of these groups 
in our daily worship. 

“Please” encompasses our petitionary prayers; for example, 
asking for peace, safety, healing, or, as we in California can 
relate to since we share a similar climate to that of the land 
of Israel, rain. While we have an entire holiday dedicated to 
our “oops” prayers, there is a prayer of forgiveness included 
in our weekday amidah (central prayers), offering us a more 
regular opportunity to reflect on our actions and behavior 
toward others. “Wow” expresses our awe in God’s presence 
in the world around us, acknowledging the beauty of the sun 
coming up each morning, and the moon and stars appearing 
each night; we even have a blessing we are supposed to 
recite upon seeing a rainbow! 

In a world that feels heavy with perpetual bad news and 
global suffering, “thanks” might be the most difficult of the 
categories to relate to these days. Our liturgy combats this, 
however, by having us recite a prayer of gratitude at the very 
first moment we wake up - Modeh/modah ani l’fanecha, 
Melech chai v’kayam, she-hechezarta bi nishmati b’chemlah 
rabbah emunatecha - I thank You, living and enduring Ruler, 
for You have graciously returned my soul within me, great 
is Your faithfulness. Studies that have come out in recent 
years have shown that a daily dose of gratitude can in fact 
help us improve our mental health - something that we could 
all probably use in our pandemic lives. But our ancestors 
who compiled our liturgy must have intrinsically known this, 
building in regular opportunities to give thanks in our daily 
worship, not to mention start our day with, if you’ll pardon the 
rhyme, an attitude of gratitude.

In our secular lives, “thanks” does come up a bit more at this 
particular time of the year. As Rabbi Magat mentioned in his 
Erev Rosh Hashanah sermon, although it has been a strange 
and difficult couple of years, we are still able to find things in 
our lives that we are grateful for, big or small. One of these 
things is that we are once again able to gather, in a couple 
week’s time, with our brothers and sisters of different faith 
traditions at our interfaith Thanksgiving service. Together 
in community, we will take stock of all that we have to be 
thankful for in our lives, celebrate through word and song, 
and build connection through a shared human value that 
transcends our different religious practices. 

We look forward to seeing you for the 7th Annual Interfaith 
Thanksgiving service at Stone Church of Willow Glen on 
Sunday, November 21, at 6:30pm. 

Cantor Leah Shafritz

From the President
Last year at this time, we were a 
couple of weeks into our Annual 
Campaign. I was pretty nervous as 
I tossed out a goal that was well 
beyond any we had set before. But we 
made, and even surpassed, our goal 
of $100,000. It was touching to see 

how many people participated and made this possible with 
150 contributions. 

As I mentioned at Rosh Hashanah, we are once again having 
our Annual Campaign this year. We did not focus on the 
campaign during the High Holy Days this year since the they 
were so early,but, here we are in mid-October and it’s time to 
kick off what may be our most important Annual Campaign yet. 
I would like to challenge every member of our Congregation 
to participate in a way that is meaningful to them.

Over the next few weeks, you will hear more about the
campaign, some matching funds challenges, and Giving 
Tuesday. As I did last year, I’m throwing out the first challenge. 
I will personally match all donations made between now and 
November 15. Of course, I have an upper limit in mind, but 
I’m not going to reveal that right now. 

We have 3 big items that are going to have an impact on 
our budget for the rest of the year.

1. Security: Nothing is more important than ensuring that 
we keep our congregational family safe. No one should 
be afraid for any reason to come to Temple Emanu-El. 
We are thrilled that our Shabbat Services and events 
have been back in person since July. We had money 
set aside to fund our onsite officer for Shabbat Services 
and other events, but that money has been used up. 
Regardless, we need to find the funds to cover this 
expense.

2. Preschool Teachers: We have a wonderful preschool 
and our enrollment is back to pre-pandemic levels! The 
problem is there is a shortage of teachers throughout 
the area. All preschools are having to increase wages 
to retain their staff. We have wonderful teachers. We 
want, and need, to keep them. As a result, we are doing 
some salary adjustments right now to ensure we can 
retain the best people for our outstanding preschool. 
However, this means that there is less revenue that will 
come from the preschool to the Temple’s Operating 
funds.

3. Custodians: You may not have noticed, but Temple 
 Emanu-El currently employs exactly ZERO custodians.  

We had 1 custodian for a while, but he left after a few
 months because he found another gig that paid better 
 and had a few extra perks. This is creating a huge amount 
 of extra work for our already overworked A-Team.
 Optimally, we’d have 1 full-time custodian and a couple

 continued on page 4
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A  Ritual Committee A
It’s not quite Thanksgivukkah as it was in 2013 when the first 
day of Hanukkah coincided with Thanksgiving Thursday. Yet, 
these two holidays are so close again this November that I 
feel enticed to use that term again. At the same time, though, 
I also feel uneasy with these holidays, both having been 
whitewashed as an attempt to cover their deeply troubled 
historical roots.

When we feel emotional conflicts or struggle with distressing 
situations, we may try to protect ourselves by refusing to 
accept reality or by avoiding or minimizing those stressors. 
In the case of problematic aspects of holiday origins, 
sometimes we may intentionally shift the focus of the story to 
the happy parts and ignore or avoid the more difficult parts 
(like removing the ninth chapter of the Megillat Esther during 
Purim Spiel). Sometimes we change the narrative and create 
a completely different (that is, false) version of the story, but 
one that is less conflictual and more suited for children. For 
Hanukkah, we made the enemy a foreigner. After all, the 
Maccabees fighting for freedom from the oppression of the 
Hellenistic Seleucid Empire is a better alternative to a civil 
war amongst our own people, Jews killing Jews. Whether 
the Maccabees were fighting for their Jewish identity 
and religious freedom or whether they were reactionary 
traditionalists imposing their beliefs by the sword – or maybe 
a bit of both – isn’t it much easier just to let bygones be 
bygones and go celebrate the miracle of the oil instead?

Religious freedom is also often used to justify the arrival of 
the Puritan Pilgrims in New England and the formation of a 
European colony on a land that had never been theirs. On 
surface, many of us can sympathize with this idea – didn’t 
Jews also come to America fleeing religious persecution? 
Yet, just as in the Maccabean story, the lack of religious 
tolerance has been removed from the narrative. The 
violence and discrimination of the Pilgrims against other 
European Christians on the land and even against other 
Puritans who questioned their traditional theology is usually 
left out of our school discussions centered around the 
Mayflower. A more damaging Thanksgiving story, however, 
is the view of this holiday as a celebration of the happy 
friendship and of a consensual and mutually beneficial 
relationship between the Pilgrims and the Wampanoags.

The Thanksgiving myth, though, is not just a sugarcoating 
of the history behind it. This fabricated story presents 
and propagates a falsehood that is deeply harmful to the 
Wampanoags, and to Native Americans in general, who were 
forever and tragically damaged by the Pilgrims’ unwelcomed 
entry into their homeland. (For more on this topic, I refer you 
to the book “This Land is Their Land” by George Washington 
University history professor David Silverman). 

We may feel tempted to use our maladaptive coping 
mechanisms again by saying, “yes, but that was back 

then.” Sadly, though, the injustices did not end “back then.” 
We continue to struggle with the legacy of how our dear 
nation was founded through violent colonization, racism, 
and genocide. The only way to soar above our denial and 
avoidance – and in that process also grow as humans 
and avoid repeating our mistakes – is to confront reality 
directly, to address actively with intention and commitment 
that which is troubling us. We need to confront our dark 
history of colonialism – and racism – if we are to activate 
change to help break the injustices of the past that have 
been perpetuated into the present, into our societal and 
institutional structures, and which continue to bring injury 
and violence against the Native peoples of this land to the 
present day.

We were just reminded two months ago by the Yom Kippur 
haftarah reading that no goodness will come out of ritual 
behavior if it is not supported by living a moral and ethical life 
characterized by actions of fighting injustice and oppression. 
Only then “shall your light burst through like the dawn and 
your healing spring up quickly” (Isaiah 58:8). Therefore, may 
our lighting of the candles this almost Thanksgivukkah be 
coupled with an examination and recommitment to social 
and racial justice as well as true religious tolerance. Maybe 
then will the light of our hanukkiah also “burst through like 
the dawn.” After all, we are not free until all are free.

Jonathan Avila, Ritual Committee Member

Dara Turchin, daughter of Julie and 
Dan Turchin, sister to Eden, will be 
called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah on 
November 13, 2021. Dara’s in eighth 
grade at Moreland Middle School. 
She enjoys musical theater, soccer, 
and playing the piano and saxophone. 
Favorite roles: Annie in Annie (twice), 
Les in Newsies, and Jojo in Seussical. 
Dara’s a budding environmentalist 

who cares about the ocean and sea life. She embraces 
the spirit of tikkun olam having prepared care packages 
for those in need from a young age and always seeing 
beyond differences that are skin-deep. In her (rare!) 
spare time Dara enjoys music (she has an encyclopedic 
knowledge of Walk The Moon), writing and reading, 
live theater, and being silly with her sister. Dara was 
disappointed that her bat mitzvah was postponed a year 
due to the pandemic but she’s excited to be sharing the 
special event with family and friends in person.

B’nai Mitzvah
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Happy November!! I was looking 
back over some very old preschool 
photos and came across many 
families who are still a part of 

Temple Emanu-El today. I am including a few below 
and hope you can recognize Rabbi Magat and Rachel 
Michelberg, Greg and Connor Turetzky, and even 
the Guadiamos family. Lastly if you look very closely 
you will see Noah 
Jackman in disguise! 
These families and so 
many others were all a 
part of the foundation 
of Temple Emanu-El 
Preschool. It is so 
wonderful to see how 
much we have grown 
and I am excited for 
what is still to come.

In October I also 
kicked off our annual 
Girl Talk and Boy 
Talk programs. Both 
programs are focused 
around our 4 and 
5 year old students 
as we learn positive 
ways to lift each 
other up, grow in our 
relationships and learn 
ways of expressing 
our feelings. The hope 
is always to create a 
strong foundation that 
will help them with 
their social interactions 
for the rest of their 
lives. Building a solid 
base is always an 
important part of the 
world of preschool.

Barbara Smead, 
MA.Ed, , Director, Early 

Childhood Education 

Preschool

  more part-timers to help us on weekends. In order to be 
competitive in this challenging job market, we have had to 
increase the advertised rate of pay for these positions. 

At Yom Kippur services, I was inspired by a prayer in our prayer 
book. Here are a few excerpts…

Prayer for Our Congregation

ETERNAL PRESENCE, who blessed our mothers and fathers, 
bless this holy congregation-
- a house of study, prayer, and righteous deeds.
Together we give thanks.
…..
For our members:
diverse in age, interest, and background;
Jews by birth, Jews by choice,
and those of other faiths who join with us;
all who offer their time and talent,
their love and commitment.
…..
Your presence is a blessing, your friendship a gift.
May the spirit of peace, dignity, and respect live within 

these walls,
inspiring us to care for one another with compassion;
and may we be a source of goodness, light, and healing 

for the world.
…..
May the One who blessed the generations before us
bless us as we stand together this day:
one congregation joined with all Jewish communities of the 

world
through our prayers on this Day of Atonement.
Let us renew ourselves for the year ahead.
Let us honor the precious legacy that is ours.

 

At that same service, Rabbi Magat started his sermon with a talk 
about an old man planting a tree. I found this quote: “A society 
grows great when old men plant trees whose shade they know 
they shall never sit in.” Yes, I know it’s not gender neutral, but 
that’s not the point. Temple Emanu-El is our community. Whether 
it’s planting a new tree or keeping an existing one healthy, we 
have to invest in its future. In some ways it’s about making it 
safely through this current year. It also helps us do the things we 
need to do to ensure our future successes.

Once again, I’m asking you to reflect on what Temple Emanu-El 
means to you. I’m asking you to invest in our facility, our people 
and our security. Each of us has an opportunity to plant trees for 
the next generation. I’ve already decided how I will participate 
this year. What are you going to do?

As always, I’d love to hear from you. Feel free to contact me with 
any questions, concerns or ideas.

Steve Krandel   |   skrandel@sbcglobal.net   |   408-204-8453

 

 

From the President continued from page 2
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How do we measure time? If we 
believe the lyrics from the opening 
song “Seasons of Love” from the 
Broadway musical “Rent”, “Five 
hundred twenty-five thousand six 
hundred minutes. How do you 
measure, measure a year?” People 
have invented tools to help us 
measure time. The sun dial. The 
clock (in many forms – Grandfather, 
wall, KooKoo, digital, alarm, etc.). 
The wristwatch. The stopwatch. 

How about the daily tool that has become a necessary 
form of keeping our lives in order? The calendar. Such 
a great invention that allows us to mark the passage of 
time according to the Earth’s orbit around the sun. “Five 
hundred twenty-five thousand six hundred minutes” or 365 
days in a solar calendar year.

As Jews, our measurement of time is slightly different. The 
Jewish measurement of time is not by the sun but by the 
moon. In the first chapter of Genesis, when God began to 
create the world, God first separated the heavens and the 
earth. God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 
God separated the light from the darkness and called 
the light “Day” and the darkness “Night”. The next verse 
then sets in motion how Jews measure time: “And there 
was evening and there was morning, a first day.” (Gen 1:5) 
The evening begins the day, followed by the morning. 
The rhythm of Jewish time is measured from sundown to 
sundown. A Lunar cycle.

Since the lunar cycle and solar cycle differ by 29 days, 
Jewish holidays always seem to fall at various times 
of the solar year. One’s perspective on this is that the 
Jewish holidays are “early this year” or they seem to 
be “late”. Of course the holidays fall on the same date 
EVERY year. It happens to be the same Hebrew date. 
It is our perspective that changes since we are looking 
at it from the solar, or Gregorian, calendar. Throw into 
the mix that fact that in order to catch up with the solar 
calendar, the Hebrew calendar needs to add one “leap 
month” (a.k.a. Adar II) every 7 out of every 19 years, it is like 
throwing darts to figure out when the High Holidays fall, 
or Hannukah, or Pesach. We generally know the time of 
the year (Fall, Winter, and Spring respectively) when these 
holidays/festivals fall, but not the exact days. So thank 
you to Safeway or Sinai Memorial Chapel or any other 
organization who produces the Jewish Calendar each year 
that sits proudly on my wall I my office.

The reason I bring this up is the fact that this month of 
November we find an anomaly in the calendar crossover 
where something is going to take place that rarely 
takes place. Hanukah will begin on the Sunday of the 
Thanksgiving holiday weekend and this happens to be 
the closest we have come to repeating the rarest of all 
occurrences - the celebration of “Thanksgivukkah” – the 
convergence of Thanksgiving and Hanukah. November 
2013 was the only occurrence in recorded history that 
both Thanksgiving Thursday and the beginning of 
Hanukah collided. And it will never happen again in our 
lifetimes. Please read the following article that explains 
the phenomenon from an article written in the Santa Rosa 
Press Democrat on Oct 14, 2013:

Chanukah and Thanksgiving: A once in eternity 
overlap. This year features an anomaly for American 
Jews – The first day of Chanukah starts at sunset 
on Wednesday November 27 the night before 
Thanksgiving, on November 28, 2013. It turns out that 
it has never happened before . . . and it will never 
happen again. Thanksgiving is set as the fourth 
Thursday in November, meaning the latest it can be 
is November 28. November 27 is also the earliest 
Chanukah can be. The Jewish calendar repeats on a 
19 year cycle, and Thanksgiving repeats on a 7 year 
cycle. You would therefore expect them to coincide 
roughly every 19×7 = 133 years. Looking back, this is 
approximately correct – the last time it would have 
happened is 1861. However, Thanksgiving was only 
formally established by President Lincoln in 1863. So, it 
has never happened before.

Why won’t it ever happen again? The reason is 
because the Jewish calendar is very slowly getting 
out of sync with the solar calendar, at a rate of 4 
days per 1000 years (not bad for a many centuries 
old calendar!) This means that while presently 
Chanukah can be as early as November 28, over 
the years the calendar will drift forward, such that the 
earliest Chanukah can be is November 29. The next 
time Chanukah falls on November 27 is 2146 (which 
happens to be a Monday). Therefore, 2013 is the only 
time Chanukah will ever overlap with Thanksgiving. 
Of course, if the Jewish calendar is never modified 
in any way, then it will slowly move forward through 
the Gregorian calendar, until it loops all the way back 
to where it is now. So, Chanukah will again fall on 
Thursday, November 27 . . . in the year 79,811.

Chag Orim v’Hodu Sameach!! Gobble Gobble!!
Phil Hankin, RJE, Director of Education

Religious School
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Brotherhood
Rum with the Rabbi? Chianti with 
the Cantor?Prosecco with the 
President? Those events might 
have to wait for another time, but 
kudos to all who participated in our 
Scotch in the Sukkah event on 
Wednesday evening, September 
22. The temple hosted a similar 
event in 2018 and it was successful 

enough that Stephanie Pollock asked Shannon Brown and 
brotherhood to continue sponsoring the event.

Thanks to Bill and Virginia Yanowsky, our scotch 
enthusiasts and experts, who did a superb job organizing 
the scotch tasting. They organized the tastings by flavor 
category: fruit and nuts; honey flavored; and peaty, which 
worked well. In all, they chose a selection of about 9-10 high 
quality scotches for attendees to enjoy in small tastings, 
as well as a set of Glencairn tasting glasses intended 
specifically for the purpose of tasting scotch.

Approximately 40 quests enjoyed the culinary prowess of 
chef David Wiesner. David offered guests the main option 
of crusted ribeye with creamy polenta and broccoli. The 
vegetarian choice included risotto with grilled artichoke, 
heirloom cherry tomatoes, spinach and mascarpone 
cheese. Is your mouth watering yet? Espresso panna cotta 
was served for dessert.

Let’s hear some comments from a few attendees: Steve 
Krandel had this interesting comment, “ I don’t like scotch, 
but I love smelling it. This was clearly a tasting. We were not 

having full drinks. In all honesty, scotch was not the center 
of the event. It was about being together and talking …. with 
people we haven’t gotten to spend enough time with over 
the last 19 months. The camaraderie was fantastic. It was a 
great event.”

Uri Gottfeld shared, “It is very rewarding to see all the 
activities that take place in our Sukkah, especially when 
being involved with its construction. Scotch in the Sukkah is 
a wonderful way to relax and enjoy the company of friends, 
congregants, and Temple Emanu-El Brotherhood, and 
I’m glad we were able to bring it back after missing it the 
previous pandemic year. Looking forward to the next one.”

Bruce Frederick reflected, “ I enjoyed seeing a full event, 
even though I didn’t know most of the people. I knew all the 
servers, but not all the attendees. It was fun trying different 
scotches which I do enjoy in the evenings. I only made it 
through four out of ten (tastings) before I had to surrender. 
I had an 8:30 tee time the next day so I needed to restrain 
myself. Too bad it didn’t help.”

Thanks also to Oliver Housman for setting up the calendar 
listing and doing publicity and thanks again to Stephanie 
Pollock for helping coordinate the event. Big cheers to our 
volunteers: Dan Lee, Philip Schwarz, Neal Winnig, David 
Wiesner and Abram Koester (Cantor’s husband). They all 
helped with various parts of set up, serving, and clean 
up. Last, but not least, thanks to all of our members who 
showed up and helped create such a memorable event!

David Goldberg, Brotherhood President

Tikkun Olam
Although not officially part of our Tikkun Olam structure at Temple Emanu-El, the work of the Jewish Community Relations 
Council of Silicon Valley (JCRC) often dovetails with our Tikkun Olam mission. For instance, this year at the JCRC’s August 
retreat, the focus was on Jewish-Asian relations, which included a dive into the synagogue experiences of people who 
identify as both Asian American and Jewish American. This jibes with the work of our Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DEI) 
subcommittee, which (among other things) looks at making all people feel welcome at our Temple and in our Temple 
community. 

One of the guest speakers at the JCRC’s August retreat was Helen Kim, a professor of sociology at Whitman College and 
the co-author of JewAsian: Race, Religion and Identity for America’s Newest Jews. Prof. Kim shared her own personal 
experiences as a Korean American woman married to an Ashkenazi Jewish American man and raising Jewish children, as 
well as her scholarly research, which includes in-depth interviews with other couples and children of Jewish American and 
Asian American marriages. She also helped the JCRC “unpack” the findings of Beyond the Count: Perspectives & Lived 
Experiences of Jews of Color, a recent study commissioned by the Jews of Color Initiative, and advised how to identify and 
respond to “microaggressions.”

Temple Emanu-El is well-represented on the JCRC: Nancy Gerston and I are TEE’s long-standing representatives to the 
JCRC; Edgardo Laber and Jessica Blitchok are “at large” members of the JCRC; and new TEE member Dr. Alexa Kaskowitz 
is the current chair of the JCRC. The JCRC’s recent examination of the Asian Jewish experience complements the work of 
our DEI subcommittee and will help enhance the inclusive, welcoming atmosphere we strive for at Temple Emanu-El. 

continued on page 8
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Those who have died recently
Dutchy Hankin, mother of Suzanne Lerner

Judi Fisher Harrington, sister of Alan Fisher 

And those we have lost in years past

NOVEMBER 5 | Andrew O. Apte, Hanna Baer, Elmer A. Barron, Altina Behar, 
Lottie Bloom, Anna Boxer, Felix Costa, Susan Costa, Sam Farber, John Fernandez 
SR, Hannah Fox, Henry (Hank) Frederick, Mat Ganz, Ralph Norman Goldeen, 
William Grant, Ruth Grayson, Max Hafter, Charles Jacobs, Ralph Jacobs, John 
Kihorany, Cecelia Koves, Virginia B. Langan, Anna Lapausky, Nettie Leiter, Laurie 
LeMay, Max Mordechai Levin, Samuel Lewon, Norman Lieberman, Lillian Malen, 
Leena Mapgaonkar, Leonard Naymark, Harry Pollock, Joan Poor, Edith Port, 
Frances K. Powell, Rose Richards, Leo Rinsler, Edith Ross, Mahvash Sahim, Belle 
Schnee, Albert Senigaglia, Joseph Sherman, Bernard Siegler, Helen Slater, 
Solomon Sokol, Christina Sweely, Alex Teller, Richard Wolf, Mitchell Wolfson, Anne 
Wolfson, Ruth Woron

NOVEMBER 12 | Scott Alberts, Naomi Ashel, Laurence Braude, Aaron Cohen, 
Robert Fishman, Richard Fraser, Rena Friedland, Isaac Friedland, Betty Friedman, 
Martha Friedman, Nehemia Galperin, Robert Goldberg, Jennie Weiner Goldberg, 
Fannie O. Goldberg, Jacob Goldberg, Peter Goldstein, Abe Goldstein, Ida Gordon, 
Dorothy Halprin, Harriet Hirsh, Louis A. Hirsh, Irving Kass, Lois Kay, Jacob Koss, 
Frank Koss, Coralie Leder, Abraham Levine, Virginia Levine, Rubin Lewon, Michal 
Lubin, Charles Madzel, Oscar Mintzer, Reeva Pearlstein, Daniel Peck, Joseph Irving 
Perr, David Perr, Thomas Frank Robinson, Stephen Rosenberg, Edith Rosenberg, 
Marvin Rossman, Harry Saul, Rita Seldon, Yetta Seldon, Leo Shulman, J.T. Snyder, 
Lisa Stransky, Kathleen Sullivan, Jean Tucker Cannon Davis, Julie Walker, Sarah 
Weis, Morris Weis, Sidney Weissman, Doris Wilkes, William David Winter

NOVEMBER 19 | Esther Bessner, George Brockman, Eli Delman, Lenore Ed-
wards, Arcadi Elbert, Bess Ellis, Max Emanuel, Hyman M. Farber, Sheila Federman, 
Saul Feinman, Elliott Foxman, Sadie Gabrilowitz, Dorothy Galin, Clara Gluckman, 
Lena Gordon, Max L. Gordon, Stanley Green, Gisela Guen, Saralee Halprin, Lesley 
Henry, Robert Hersch, Betty Hoffman, Joyce Jackman, Straus Joel, Jacob Kadis, 
Barbara Kurn, Hattie Bloom Lewis, Howard Lubarsky, Rose Markus, Isadore Meyer-
son, Bette Myers, Minnie Nathan, Elisha Papo, Sara Papo, Joan Penner, Dick Pow-
ell, Harold Rosenberg, Rose Silen, Irene Silverman, Sophie Simans, Craig Singer, 
Marty Skaggs, Irving Sogolow, Ben Sokolec, Alice Sternberg, Martha Taitelman, 
Frank Warner, Sylvia Watson, Solon Edward Weinstein, Cyril Weiss, Blanche Zwern

NOVEMBER 26 | Sidney Eisner Atlas, Jack Baer, William Bain, Marvin Barbanell, 
Phyllis Barbanell, Goldie Bessner, Irving Blum, Sidney Braunstein, Guillermo 
Brzostowski, Anna Chusid, Norah Davenport, Gwen Decker, Rose Forster, Jay 
Frankel, Krystyna Frenkel, Gloria Gambord-Teren, Harry Goldman, Millie Goldstein, 
Jennie Goldstein, Joseph Greenhut, Sarah Gross, Bettie Hirsch, Howie Kamins, 
Steven Kipperman, Mike Korek, Winnie Levin, Mose Levy, Harold Levy, Samuel 
Libglid, Esther Miller, Harry M. Miller, Harry Miller, Annie Myers, Robert Ransier, 
Jack Rosenberg, Manny Rosenson, Rudolph Rothholz, Stephen Schulman, Daniel 
Shev, Edward Shev, Alan Singer, Abraham Slavit, Sylvia Swid, Miriam Turetzky, 
Bessie Wagner, Louis Wasserman, Alex Weingarten, Herman Weissberger, Angela 
YoungNewman, Jacob Pollack, Cammy Resnick, Bernard Richman, Ben Roth, 
Molly Schneiderman, Anita Stransky Schwarz, Bessie Schwarz, Mildred Segal, B. 
Chandler Shaw II, Nancy Snyder, Murray Sobolov, Rosalie Sogolow, Max Sokolov, 
Emil Sonnberger, Bernard Spillman, Bella Tresser, Gary Van Dyck, Rose Woron, 
Harry Zeitlin

We Remember
Greetings from 
Sisterhood! November 
is here already. Ready 
or not, Hanukkah is 
around the corner! 
Unfortunately due to 
the Delta variant, it 
looks like we will not be 
having our Hanukkah 
Boutique.

Although we are still mainly sheltering in place, 
we are starting to meet more in person. Our 
walking group met on Saturday, October 9th. 
We went to Almaden Lake and before our walk, 
we discussed the Parsha for the week. Our 
November walk is still to be determined when 
and where. It’s usually the second Saturday 
of the month. Watch your evites for more 
information.

We had our Diva’s Dining Out on Tuesday, 
October 19th at Pedro’s in Santa Clara. We had a 
great turnout and everyone had a good time. It 
is always so nice to see smiling faces in person! 
Our Bingo night was a hit on Sunday, September 
26. Judy Levy came up with some great Jewish 
Singers and Songs. Thank you Judy! We had 15 
ladies show up and we all had a fun time.

Tot Shabbat started up again on Friday, October 
15. Although it’s a bit more challenging, we are 
still happy to start welcoming children to our 
Shabbat services. If you would like to volunteer 
to help with Tot Shabbats, please contact Bev 
Mendel or me.

We are doing great with 107 Sisterhood 
members signed up so far this year. If you are 
interested in becoming a Sisterhood member, 
please email Arlene Williams, our Membership 
VP, at Arlene4908@gmail.com

Happy Thanksgiving and Happy Hanukkah!
Joy Powell and Bev Mendel  

Sisterhood Co-President’s

Attention Mah Jong players!
Our Sisterhood is selling cards again this year 
and you can purchase them today! They will be 
on sale in November, December and January. 
The small card will be $9, and the larger card 
$10. Please make out your checks to Temple 
Emanu-El Sisterhood. Checks can be mailed to 
Temple Emanu-El.



8

Thank You for Your Generous Contributions
Adult Education
Amy and Dan Schiff, in honor of 

Shirley Lee

Annual Campaign
Dr. Allan & Judith Bernstein 

Doris Davis 

Dr. Clayton & Sandra Feldman 

Stephen & Arlene Greenberg 

Douglas Kerr & Edith Pollock 
Kerr 

Margaret & Robert Newman 

Judy Pollock & Sherry Mates 

Michael Rubenstein 

Judith Sapper 

David & Ilene Tucker 

Betty Rinsler Religious 
School Endowment 
Fund
Barbara Lotman, in appreciation 

of the Tech Team

Campership Fund
Fagie Rosen 

Cantor’s Discretionary 
Fund
Bobi Levine, in appreciation of 

Cantor Leah Shafritz 

Barbara Lotman, in appreciation 
of awesome Cantor Shafritz 

William & Linda Mowry 

General Fund
Bette Emanuel, in memory of 

Rose Woron 

Marilyn & Mort Leiter, in memory 
of Lionel Leiter 

Bobi Levine, in memory of 
 Reva Rothenberg 

Bobi Levine, in memory of 
Gertrude Carmely 

Bobi Levine, in memory of  
Ian Brown 

Barbara Lotman, in appreciation 
of the High Holy Days 
Participants 

Barbara Lotman, in appreciation 
of the Temple Staff 

Barbara Lotman, in appreciation 
of the Tech Team 

Joyce Mendel, in memory of 
Samuel Freeling 

Gary Morris, in memory of  
Alfred Morris 

Gary Morris, in memory of 
Claudine Morris 

Dr. R. Henry & Jean Richards,  
in memory of Sam Spinner 

Dr. R. Henry & Jean Richards,  
in memory of Florence Spinner 

Anthony Saenz 

Harriet Saltzman, in memory of 
David Silen 

Henry & Debra Watkins 

Lois Zell, in memory of  
Marilyn Carson 

Lois Zell, in memory of  
Jerome R. Liebling 

Lois Zell, in memory of  
Jackie Fazzio

JoAnne Salman-
Tehrani Homeless Fund
Dr. Gloria Avrech, in memory of 

Ben Avrech

Milton Fox Campership 
Fund
Ruth & Robert Fox, in memory of 

Milton Fox

Phyllis Omel Junior 
Choir Fund
Barbara Lotman, in appreciation 

of the Mazeltones

Prayerbook Tributes
Gladys Chandler, in memory of 

Lee Chandler

Rabbi’s Discretionary 
Fund
Dr. Allan & Judith Bernstein,  

in memory of Nathan Primack 

Dr. Allan & Judith Bernstein,  
in memory of Ruth Bernstein 

Ronda & Robert Fraser,  
in memory of Dolly Barkin 

Ronda & Robert Fraser, with get 
well wishes to Ester Burton 

Ronda & Robert Fraser, with get 
well wishes to Neil Mandel 

Hali Hammer & Margy Hutchison, 
in memory of Phil Hammer 

Janet Kodish and Dorian 
Newton, in honor of the 
marriage of Carol Hoffman  
and Scott Sweet 

Stanley & Ruth Litwin 

Barbara Lotman, in appreciation 
of Rabbi Dana Magat 

William & Linda Mowry 

Bart Narter & Jorge Reyes 

Gordon Schneiderman, 
in memory of Molly 
Schneiderman 

Mark & Lynette Tannen, in 
memory of Bernard Smulyan

Scholar in Residence 
Fund
Robert and Maggie Cant,  

in memory of Thomas Ivy 

Robert and Maggie Cant,  
in memory of Alfred Mayer 

Robert and Maggie Cant, | 
in memory of Lillian Becker 

Robert and Maggie Cant,  
in memory of Sam Kaisel

Shank-Rockman Family 
Sound System Fund
Barry & Mary Cohen, in honor  

of the 80th birthday of  
JoAnn Shank 

Joan Singer, in honor of the 80th 
birthday of JoAnn Shank

If you would like to make a contribution, visit www.templesanjose.org

Home Of Peace Cemetery
Our Jewish roots in San Jose go back to the mid 1800s. The Bikur Cholim Society was founded in San Jose, in 1861. In 1869 
the Bikur Cholim Society, later to be known as Temple Emanu-El, petitioned the Common Council, the predecessor of todays 
County Council, for property to bury their dead. Approximately three acres of Pueblo Cemetery, now OakHill Cemetery, was 
deeded to the San Jose Bikur Cholim Society in perpetuity. Home of Peace was established. 

In 1924 two redwood trees were planted at the main entrance by Ellis Levin. In 1937 the Olive section was developed, 1947 
the Blossom Section, 1964 the Garden Section, and 1971 the Mausoleum and Columbarium were constructed. 1989 saw the 
construction and dedication of an additional Mausoleum, and 1997 the Beth Chaim section was developed offering four 
hundred sixty-eight double depth graves. 2002 a columbarium wall for cremation niches was constructed. Fast forward 
and 2021 and Temple Emanu-El has roughly 250 graves and 225 niches remaining. This cemetery has been owned and 
operated by Temple Emanu-El, and open to anyone of the Jewish faith for over 160 years.

As available property in Home of Peace, getting smaller and the needs of our community getting larger the Cemetery 
committee and Temple Board are taking a serious look at the future of Home of Peace. We can easily see a full cemetery 
within the next 5-6 years. 

If you have interest in Home of Peace and the future of our Jewish Cemetery, I’d like to hear from you. To get the 
conversation started a survey is being created to help the committee with some of the decisions we’ll have to face in the 
future. Please complete it when you receive it and feel free to reach out to me if you have questions or needs. 

Cherie Ravel, Administrator, Home of Peace Cemetery  |  cherie@templesanjose.org

mailto:cherie%40templesanjose.org%20?subject=
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Home of Peace Cemetery and Mausoleum

Monterey Hwy & Curtner Ave
Call for an appointment to discuss pre-need arrangements.

Administrator: 408-674-5867
Founded in 1853

Owned and Operated by Temple Emanu-El
South Bay Area’s only Jewish-owned Cemetery, Mausoleum and ColumbariumSouth Bay Area’s only Jewish-owned Cemetery, Mausoleum and Columbarium

Oneg Sponsorships  
are available again!

Sponsorships start at $36.

If you would like 
to help sponsor 
an Oneg for 
an upcoming 
Shabbat Service, 
please contact 
the office to 
reserve your 
spot. 

Oneg 
Sponsorships
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Jewish deli comfort food,
 delivered right to your door!

Offering a variety of 
classic favorites, made 

with family recipes.

matzah ball soup, 
Brisket, Ruebens, 

Pastrami, Pickles & More!

Order today
Delivery or pick-up

casperrestaurantgroup.com
408.568.0658

a part of
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If you would like to advertise in Temple Emanu-El’s 
Connections contact Oliver Housman at  

oliver@templesanjose.org.

Tikkun Olam continued from page 6

PACT: People Acting in Community Together is 
celebrating 36 years of leadership at its annual 
Leadership Luncheon on Wednesday, November 3, 
11:30 AM to 1:00 PM. This year’s virtual luncheon will honor 
sociologist, activist and 49ers consultant Dr. Harry Edwards and 
the family-led philanthropy Heising-Simons Foundation. 

Temple Emanu-El is a long-time congregational member of PACT, 
a faith-based social justice organization that helps create a more 
equitable future for Silicon Valley by developing leaders and 
addressing issues such as housing, economic and racial justice, 
criminal justice and immigrant rights. Your (virtual) presence 
at this year’s Luncheon will help PACT’s ongoing impact in 
the community and amplify justice in Santa Clara County. 
Registration is free, but donations (of any size) are encouraged!

Register here: www.pactsj.com/luncheon21/eventbrite

NOVEMBER 2021

10:30 AM – IP, ST 
Bat Mitzvah of Dara Turchin

7:00 PM – SP, ST  
Family Shabbat Sanctuary 
Service Led By Shomrim  
(6th/7th Grade)

6:00 PM – ZM 
Ritual Committee Meeting

7:00 PM – ZM 
Adult Education Committee 
Meeting 

6:30 PM – ZM 
Death & Dying Class

12:00 PM – ZM 
Chat with the Rabbi

7:00 PM – IP, ZM 
Board Meeting

7:00 PM – ZM 
Intro to Judaism

7:30 PM – IP 
Israeli Dancing

7:00 PM – ZM 
2nd Level Adult Hebrew

7:00 PM – IP, ST 
Erev Shabbat Service

6:00 PM – IP 
Tot Shabbat

7:00 PM – IP, ST 
Live Erev Shabbat Service

12:00 PM – ZM 
TV/Film Discussion

12:00 PM – IP, ZM 
Multi Access Lunch & Learn

6:30 PM – ZM 
Death & Dying Class

7:00 PM – ZM 
ZIGZAG Chanukah Cooking Show

12:00 PM – ZM 
Chat with the Rabbi

7:00 PM – ZM 
Intro to Judaism

12:00 PM – ZM 
Chat with the Rabbi

6:00 PM – IP 
Family Art Night

7:00 PM – ZM 
Intro to Judaism

7:00 PM – ZM 
ZIGZAG Grown & Flown

12:00 PM – ZM 
Chat with the Rabbi

7:00 PM – ZM 
2nd Level Adult Hebrew

7:00 PM – ZM 
Intro to Judaism

7:30 PM – IP 
Israeli Dancing

Thanksgiving Day 

Preschool and Temple Offices 
Closed

Native American Heritage Day

Preschool and Temple Offices 
Closed

6:30 PM – IP, ST 
Live Kabbalat Shabbat, Ritual 
Committee led

7:00 PM – ZM 
2nd Level Adult Hebrew

7:00 PM – ZM 
2nd Level Adult Hebrew

10:00 AM – ZM 
Mussar Torah Study Group 

12:30 PM – IP 
Rosh Chodesh

9:00 AM – ZM 
Brotherhood Meeting

12:30 PM – ZM 
Great Questions Discussion Group

5:00 PM – ZM 
Sefer Club

10:00 AM – ZM 
Sisterhood Board Meeting

10:00 AM – ZM 
Mussar Torah Study Group

6:30 PM – IP 
7th Annual Interfaith 
Thanksgiving with Stone Church

Chanukah: 1st Night Chanukah: 2nd Night

9:00 AM 
B’Nai Mitzvah Minyan & Parent 
Session

Chanukah: 3rd Night

12:00 PM – ZM  
Chat with the Rabbi

5:30 PM – IP  
Sisterhood Chanukah Party (Offsite)

7:00 PM – ZM 
Intro to Judaism

7:30 PM – IP 
Israeli Dancing

http://www.pactsj.com/luncheon21/eventbrite


Clergy____________________________________________________________
Dana Magat | Senior Rabbi – rabbimagat@templesanjose.org
Leah Shafritz | Cantor – cantorshafritz@templesanjose.org
Joseph Gitin, D.D. (z”l) | Rabbi Emeritus

Committee Chairs__________________________________________________
Len Schreibstein | Adult Education Chair – lifelonglearning@templesanjose.org 
Bobi Levine/Rebecca Frederick | Havurot Coordinatorsr – havurah@templesanjose.org
Dan Lee | Membership Commitment – dues@templesanjose.org
Uri Gottfeld | Facilities – facilities@templesanjose.org
TBD | Marketing – marketing@templesanjose.org
Branden Frederick | Ritual – ritual@templesanjose.org
Sharon Genkin | Tikkun Olam – to@templesanjose.org
Kim Jackman | Membership – membership@templesanjose.org
Richard Rusnak | Security Committee – security@templesanjose.org
Mira Karp | Religious School – rscommittee@templesanjose.org
Fagie Rosen and Harriet Saltzman | Caring Committee – caring@templesanjose.org
Jessica Blitchok | Endowment Committee – endowment@templesanjose.org
Rebecca Frederick | Preschool Committee – pscommittee@templesanjose.org

Staff_____________________________________________________________
Stephanie Pollock | Executive Director – stephanie@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 ext. 233
Barbara Smead | Director, Early Childhood Education – barbara@templesanjose.org | 408-293-8660 | #434404443
Phil Hankin | Director of Education – phil@templesanjose.org | 408-292-3223
Shantha Smith | Bookkeeper – shantha@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 x235
Iris Bendahan | Administrative Assistant & Clergy Support – iris@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 x 231
Oliver Housman | Marketing & Communications Coordinator – oliver@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 x234
Cherie Ravel | Cemetery Administrator – cherie@templesanjose.org | 408-674-5867

Board of Trustees__________________________________________________
Steve Krandel | President – president@templesanjose.org
Eric Snider | Secretary – secretary@templesanjose.org
Kim Jackman | VP Membership – vpmembership@templesanjose.org
Byron Lilly | Treasurer – treasurer@templesanjose.org
Shannon Brown | VP Administration – vpadmin@templesanjose.org
Sherri Wiesner | VP Education and Youth – vprey@templesanjose.org
Deborah Zimmer | Immediate Past President

Auxiliaries________________________________________________________
David Goldberg | Brotherhood President – brotherhood@templesanjose.org
Beverly Mendel / Joy Powell | Sisterhood Co-Presidents – sisterhood@templesanjose.org
Naomi Brown | EESY President – youthgroup@templesanjose.org

CONNECTIONS is published 10 times a year by Temple Emanu-El, 1010 University Ave., San Jose, CA 95126. 

Award/Operating and Tribute Funds
General Fund
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Alvin Ravel Garden Fund
Beverly Jordan Temple Beautification Fund
Judith Jurman Omens Cemetery 

Beautification Fund
Lou and Clara Juren Library Fund
Ralph Goldeen Library Fund
Endowment Fund

Religious Funds
Harold Cahn Prayerbook Fund
Kenneth Gordon Children’s Prayerbook Fund
Susanne & Maurice Tucker High Holy Days 

Music Fund

Youth Funds
Religious School Fund
Religious School Enrichment Fund
Betty Rinsler Religious School
Endowment Fund
Weintraub Religious School Scholarship Fund
Youth Enrichment Fund
Leonard and Bernice Gaon Campership Fund
Michael Elman Campership Fund
Milton Fox Campership Fund
Phyllis Matzner Campership Fund
Israel Scholarship Fund
Susanne C. Blickman Arts and Crafts Fund
Sid Rosenberg Religious School Senior Trip 

Fund

Cultural Funds
Choir Fund
Phyllis Omel Junior Choir Fund
Bertram Berns Music Fund
Shank-Rockman Family Sound System Fund
Scholar in Residence Fund

Community Funds
Accompaniment Fund 
Facilities for the Aged Fund (Chai House)
JoAnne Salman-Tehrani Homeless Fund

Other Tribute Opportunities
$36 - Prayerbook Tribute
$218/$500/$750 - Tree of Life
Leaf/small/large rock
$500 - Sanctuary Chair Plaque
$750 - Memorial Plaque (in sanctuary foyer)

Opportunities in 
Levin Learning Center
$5,000 - Stair Plaque
$10,000 - Library Column Dedication
$25,000 - Room Dedication

Contact the Admin team for 
additional opportunities.

Making a contribution to one of Temple Emanu-El’s many funds is a wonderful way to 
honor your friends and family. You may make contributions in honor of a birth, a birthday, 
brit milah, baby naming, Bar/Bat Mitzvah, confirmation, graduation, engagement, 
wedding, anniversary, promotion, new home, special occasion or just because. You may 
also make contributions for get-well wishes, condolences, remembrances and yahrzeits.
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