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June Service 
Schedule
Friday, June 4

6:30 PM Pride Shabbat Service

Saturday, June 5

10:30 AM Bat Mitzvah of  
 Shaina Cohen

Sunday, June 6

6:30 PM Streaming Pride Shabbat  
 Service

7:30 PM Zoom Pride Shabbat Oneg  

Friday, June 11

6:30 PM Streaming Kabbalat  
 Shabbat Service

Friday, June 18

6:30 PM Zoom Kabbalat Shabbat  
 Service

Saturday, June 19

10:30 AM Bat Mitzvah of Leah Guglin

Friday, June 25

6:30 PM Streaming Kabbalat  
 Shabbat Service

7:30 PM Oneg

July Service 
Schedule
Friday, July 2

6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat Service

Friday, July 9

6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat Service

Friday, July 16

6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat Service

Friday, July 23

6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat Service

Friday, July 30

6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat Service

Saturday, July 31

10:30 AM Bat Mitzvah of Jordyn Rose

1010 University Ave.,
San Jose, CA 95126

408-292-0939

www.templesanjose.org 

facebook.com/templesanjose 

twitter.com/templesanjose  

admin@templesanjose.org

Rabbi Magat, Cantor Edmondson & the rest of the Temple Emanu-El Congregation 
would like to wish a huge Mazel Tov to the Confirmation Class of 5780. They have gone 
above and beyond, through this past year, and exemplified leadership skills that we 
hope to see in the future. We are very proud of everything they have endured, and the 
persistence shown by this confirmation class. 

Temple Emanu-El Confirmation Class of 5780

2021 TTEEAAMMyyss  
Sunday, June 6  

SAVE THE DATE FOR THE 

Movies have the Oscars®  TV has the Emmys® 

Music has the Grammys® 

Temple Emanu-El has the TTEEAAMMyyss**
**TTemple EEmanu-El AAnnual MMeeting 
& Volunteer Recognition.

The TTEEAAMMyyss  
will begin at 11:30 AM

Plus, see the premier of the  
2020-21 Highlights video! 

Be sure to join us on 
Zoom! 

Front row (Left to Right): Rachel Weinberg, Emma Josephs, Samantha Wiesner, Benjamin Messinger, 
Aurora Zeltser, William Gabbert

Back Row (Left to Right): Joshua Tucker, Karlie Gold, Rabbi Magat, Cantor Edmondson, Sarah Vogler, 
Jeremy Meltzer
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If there is one constant, it is 
that change is inevitable. 

None of us could have 
predicted where we would 
be at this moment. Over 
fourteen months we have 
lived in quarantine, isolation, 
zoom meetings and on-line 
events…  we have not seen a 
person’s smile until recently! 

This has been an incredibly tough time for many of us. And 
for those who live on periphery like many of our BIPOC 
population this past year has been even worse. The rise in 
anti-semitism, xenophobia, racism, and misogyny should 
have every one of us concerned for our future. 

And if that is not enough to turn your Kishkah’s, just look at 
the Middle East. Our spiritual home has been under missile 
attack and many of us are embarrassed by the actions of the 
Prime Minister of Israel, who has further placed Israelis and 
Palestinians at odds with one another. The need for strong, 
integrity filled leadership is so needed right now, I am tired 
of leaders who put their people in harms way to benefit their 
political career.  This has happened far too often and in too 
many countries including those dearest to me.

If there is something positive that is happening right now, 
it is that we are close to being able to be with each other 
in person so that we can have nuanced and thoughtful 
conversations about these issues and so many others! 

The need for us to dialogue and talk about what is 
happening is incredibly important. Please look at our weekly 
video message on Tuesdays and our eblast on Thursdays to 
get up to date opportunities for discussion. On June 9, our 
noon lunch n’ learn on zoom will be devoted to Israelis and 
Palestinians. Come and join us. Share your opinion and listen 
to others. The Middle East is a multi-layered and complicated 
place. Let us devote some time to study the perspectives 
of both Israelis and Palestinians. I believe we will learn that 
there is more we have in common than what divides us. 
In the end, what do Israelis and Palestinians want? What 
actions can we do to promote peace and to move toward a 
diplomatic solution? There is much to talk about, and we will 
have more than just the June 9 session to talk about it!  

I look forward to being back in physical community with you 
all soon. We have started our Shabbat in Nature program in 
April and that has been wonderful. Starting in June our staff 
will start to come back into the office and in July we hope to 
have patio Shabbat services! We are planning on a slow and 
thoughtful reopening and will be sharing our protocols 

continued on page 3

Words From 
the Rabbi Leah Guglin, daughter of 

Karen White and Ted Guglin and 
stepdaughter of Paula Folawn, will be 
called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah 
on June 19, 2021.  Leah will be 
attending Notre Dame High School in 
the fall. She loves swimming, cycling, 
and hiking, particularly in places with 
plenty of avian life. She is looking 

forward to celebrating many months of hard work and 
dedication with her family, including the cats who will 
almost certainly show themselves during the Zoom call. 
Mazal Tov and bushels of love from Mom, Dad, Paula, 
Rebecca, and the rest of your adoring family, Leah!

Jordyn Rose, daughter of Karina 
and Dan Rose, will be called to the 
Torah as a Bat Mitzvah on July 31, 
2021. Jordyn has excelled as an 
honor roll student at Buchser Middle 
School, where she has performed 
in the school musicals Shrek and 
Fame, sung in the Glee Club, and 
participated in various other campus 
clubs. Outside of school, Jordyn loves to dance and 
is a student of both Hip Hop and Mexican Folk dance 
(Folklórico). A highlight was getting the opportunity 
to perform at Disney California Adventure Park for 
Mexican Independence Day in 2019. Jordyn turned 
to her creative side for her Mitzvah project as she has 
been making hand-made greeting cards and selling 
them to raise money for the American Lung Cancer 
Society. Jordyn is hopeful that many of her family and 
friends will be able to join her to celebrate the long-
awaited occasion. Mazel Tov Jordyn!

Shaina Cohen, daughter of 
Nathaniel and Sherry Cohen, will be 
called to the Torah as a bat mitzvah 
on June 5, 2021.  Shaina is a 7th 
grader at Harker Middle School who 
loves anime, cooking, art, animals 
and fencing.  Shaina loves to spend 
time at the beach in Carmel with her 
beloved Black Labrador Jack.  For her 

mitzvah project Shaina hosted several Zoom cooking 
classes and a pet essentials drive.  All donations 
received went to help the Humane Society of Silicon 
Valley.  Shaina is excited to celebrate this special event 
with her family and friends. Her parents, brothers Ari 
and Jonah send a heartfelt Mazel Tov to Shaina in 
recognition her hard work, discipline and dedication.

Bat Mitzvah
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Cantor Notes
My dear Temple Emanu-El family,

Sadly, the time has come for my family and I to say farewell 
for now. As of July 1st, you will have a wonderful new 
cantor, Leah Shafritz, and I’m very excited for you to get to 
know her and for her to experience the same kindness and 
warmth I’ve received from you these past five years. 

The past five years have been a wonderful period of 
growth and learning for me, and I’m so grateful for the 
experience. The Temple staff, board, and the congregation 

have all been so accepting and kind during my time here. As you already know, 
you have an incredibly dedicated board and a fantastic staff team. In my time with 
you, I have seen three temple presidents (Andrew Weinberg, Deborah Zimmer, 
and Steve Krandel), all of whom have demonstrated their absolute commitment to 
and love of the congregation in their own powerful ways. The A-team (Iris, Oliver, 
and Shantha, led by the fabulous Stephanie Pollock) works very hard to make 
sure the rest of us can do what we need to do to make sure the congregation 
has a meaningful Jewish experience. I want to thank them for their hard work, as 
well as previous A-team members (Yael Meiri, Megan Hendrickson, and Helena 
Hawkins). Without that A-team, we would literally have no Temple! Barb Smead, 
our preschool director, is a force! The preschool is so lucky to have her at the 
helm - she keeps everyone and everything in line and up to high standards, and 
as a co-worker AND a parent, I look up to her. Our Educator, Phil Hankin, is terrific! 
Who could provide more energy and silliness at 9AM on a Sunday?! What I admire 
the most about Phil is how much he loves what he does and how much he truly 
loves and cares for our children and their futures. 

Rabbi Magat - boy, am I going to miss you. Rabbi and I have forged a very special 
partnership and friendship. He has consistently been there for me and my family, 
and we have had some wonderful discussions over the years. I don’t have to be 
the one to tell you how lucky you are to have him. Most people don’t do their jobs 
as fiercely and passionately as he does. Rabbi Magat truly loves with all his heart, 
soul, and might. Thank you, my friend. 

There is a wonderful ritual in our tradition of saying goodbye, or see you later, to 
sacred texts once you’ve completed studying them. The prayer is called Hadran 
Alakh, and it’s in Aramaic. The text in English says:

We will return to you, holy, sacred texts before me, and you will return to us; our 
mind is on you, holy texts, and your mind is on us; we will not forget you, sacred 
beings, and you will not forget us—not in this world and not in the world to come.

This prayer is so beautiful and so perfect for our situation now. I don’t want it to 
be goodbye forever, and I hope many of you will keep in touch on Facebook and 
other social media platforms. But, of course, I must give you time with your new 
cantor as I take some time with my family and with my new congregation in my 
hometown of Roanoke, Virginia.

This is only a see-you-later, or “l’hitra-ot,” not a goodbye. Thank you for being 
my home and my community and for sharing in some of life’s greatest joys with 
me - the births of my children, especially. I have loved working with so many of 
you, whether it was seeing you regularly on Friday nights, at choir rehearsals, or 
helping you through the loss of a loved one, teaching your children and helping 
them prepare for B’nei Mitzvah and Confirmation, or just getting to know you 
informally. Thank you for being there for me and for giving me the great honor of 
being your cantor. 

With love, l’hitra-ot, Cantor Amanda

Words from the Rabbi 
continued from page 2

with the congregation soon! We 
also are committed to being a 
multi-access congregation. We 
have learned a great deal this past 
year and one of those lessons is 
that many of our congregants really 
appreciate zoom and the ability 
to participate from home and not 
deal with traveling. Our re-opening 
plans will allow congregants to 
join adult education classes, 
services, and zig zag events, 
online or in person.  The goal is for 
our community to be together in 
whatever way works best!

If you have any concerns, 
questions or comments please let 
me know!

L’Shalom, Rabbi Dana L. Magat

Tikkun Olam
WASHINGTON – In response to the rise in hate 
crimes against Asian-Americans since the start 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, Rabbi Jonah Dov 
Pesner, Director of the Religious Action Center 
of Reform Judaism, released the following 
statement on behalf of the Union for Reform 
Judaism, the Central Conference of American 
Rabbis, and the wider Reform Movement 
institutions:

The surge in hate crimes against Asian-
Americans since the beginning of the COVID-
19 pandemic is a shameful stain on the nation. 
According to new data, major cities across the 
United States have seen triple-digit percentage 
increases in hate crimes directed at Asian-
Americans over the last year, including a 
ninefold increase in New York City. Many of 
these attacks have targeted Asian-American 
elders, such as the brutal murder of 84-year-old 
Vicha Ratanapakdee in San Francisco.

These horrific attacks do not occur in a 
vacuum: they spring from the same climate of 
xenophobia, bigotry, and white supremacy that 
led to hate-fueled killings in Charlottesville, 
Pittsburgh, El Paso, and too many other 
communities. In 2019, the FBI reported a record 
number of hate crime murders—a crisis deeply 
felt in the Jewish community, as we have 
confronted an alarming rise in antisemitic hate 
crimes since 2017. The wrongful scapegoating 
of Asian-Americans and slurs against Asian 
nations by elected officials and prominent 

continued on page 10
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Happy Summer!!!  This year has been a crazy adventure and 
now that we are at the end it seems like a great opportunity to 
look at how far we have come.  When the year began we were 
down a bit in enrollment as the vaccine was not yet available 

and with cold and flu season on the horizon many families made the choice to 
stay at home. In January our enrollment picked up and we definitely had a strong 
Spring and finished the school year well!  Our TEPS children have been the 
most amazing troopers this year.  They returned to school wearing masks, social 
distancing and not having the ability to play with other classrooms.  I assumed 
that this would be hard on the kids but of course they surprised me and simply 
accepted what was happening and moved forward.  The kids spent their year full 
of laughter, songs, messy projects, sidewalk chalk, celebrating Jewish holidays 
and traditions, reading stories and simply being kids.  The resilience of children 
continues to amaze me every day and they ended up being a great example to 
all of us.  Our Preschool staff certainly showed how strong they were this year 
as well.  The teachers have had to pivot over and over again this year as the 
requirements continued to change.  They have embraced these changes with 
humor, a positive attitude and focusing 100% on what is needed for the students.  
I have always known that TEPS is a special place and this year has reinforced that 
feeling for me.  As we enter into the Summer we look forward to getting closer to 
returning to a bit of normal knowing we are stronger than ever before!

Barbara Smead, MA.Ed
Director, Early Childhood Education, Temple Emanu-El Preschool

Preschool

In this parashah God sets up the 
practice of Shmita or allowing the land 
to have its Sabbath.  As humans, we 
work six days and leave the seventh 
for the Sabbath.  God commands us 
to work the land for six years and rest 
it in the seventh year.  Beyond that, he 
also commands us to celebrate the 
Sabbath of years.  Every seven sets of 
seven years we celebrate the Jubilee.  
Not only shall we rest the land, but also 
all its inhabitants.  God says, “You shall 
proclaim release throughout the land 
for all its inhabitants.”  Servants are to 
be freed in the fiftieth year because 
the Israelites are servants only to the 
Eternal.  In this passage, God also 
stipulates that if we follow his rules (no 
idols, keep the Sabbath, etc.) he will 
provide for us and not punish us.

How we were commanded in ancient 
times may not be practical in modern 
times. Sabbaticals are wonderful 
ideas but how many of us work for 
employers that would support that?  
We speak of the Torah as being 

a living and eternal document.  If 
we genuinely believe this then it is 
incumbent on all of us to find way to 
interpret the literal meaning of the 
Torah into our modern everyday lives.  
We should look at the intent of this 
passage.  It seems to me that God is 
saying we need to give the Earth some 
time to heal periodically since we are 
constantly taking from it.

That may mean different things to 
different people.  For the industrial 
agricultural sector perhaps it means 
crop rotation since it may not make 
economical sense to leave acreage 
unplanted for an entire year.  For the 
suburban farmer, it could mean not 
planting your tomatoes and zucchini in 
the same location each year.  For the 
urban dwellers who do not live directly 
off the land, they can participate in a 
community garden or clean up a local 
stream or river.

The idea taking every seventh year 
for reflection, often referred to as 
a sabbatical, does not need to be 

time off work, either.  We all do not 
have access to that luxury.  Maybe 
it means taking some time to take 
stock of ourselves.  A kind of personal 
inventory.  Perhaps we set goals for 
ourselves or how we will plan to give 
back to the planet.

While I personally do not believe the 
Torah is the literal word of God and 
that we must follow its instructions 
to the letter, the more I study Torah 
the more I find there are timeless 
lessons that can be derived in every 
age.  Finding ways of incorporating 
those lessons into my life or my lived 
experience is what brings the Torah to 
life for me.

David Heiman is currently 
Treasurer of Temple 
Emanu-El. He has served 
on the Board of Trustees 
for the past six years 
and he and his family 
have been members of 
the temple for the last 12 

years. He and his wife, Cheryl, live in San Jose 
and they have two college-age children. 

My Take on the Torah — B’Har Leviticus 25:1-27:34
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A  Ritual Committee A
June is the anniversary of the Stonewall uprising of 1969, 
one of the most important events in the fight for LGBTQ 
rights in our country. We honor that courageous act of civil 
rights disobedience by celebrating June as Pride month. 
Although we have often focused on the LGB part of the 
acronym (sexual minorities), in this article I’d like to focus on 
the T part (gender minorities).

Although our traditional view of gender has been shaped 
by the binary Western notions of male and female, many 
non-Western cultures acknowledge more than just two 
genders. The umbrella term two-spirit refers to the third 
gender in Native American nations and tribes. Māhū 
represents the third gender in Native Hawaiian culture. In 
India, the third gender is represented by hijra. Sometimes 
three is not enough, though. The Bugis people, an ethnic 
group in Indonesia, recognize five genders. Judaism goes 
even further, it recognizes six genders. Yes, six: zachar 
 ,(םוטמוט) tumtum ,(סוניגורדנא) androgynos ,(הבקנ) nekevah ,(רכז)
aylonit (תינולייא), saris (סירס). Don’t believe me? Check the 
Talmud! Each term for the additional 4 genders beyond the 
zachar/nekevah binary is mentioned, on average, 142 times 
in the Talmud, in additional to several other references in 
classical midrash and Jewish law codes.

Even though our religious civilization has a long history 
of recognizing gender variance, some will cite parshat 
Bereishit as an argument for the Western binary, especially 
the pasuk: “male and female [G-d] created them” (ֹו֑תֹא אָ֣רָּב 
 Classical midrash literature, however, will .(םָֽתֹא אָ֥רָּב הָ֖בֵקְנּו רָ֥כָז
tell you of several brilliant Jewish thinkers who argued that 
the pasuk in question is not arguing for a gender binary, 
but instead illustrates the beauty that human gender lies in 
a spectrum beyond the binary. In Bereishit Rabbah 8:1, one 
reads that Rabbi Yirmiyah ben Elazar interpreted the pasuk 
as “Adam HaRishon was created as an androgynous”, that 

is, both male and female in a single body. Rabbi Shmuel 
bar Nachman interpreted it as HaShem creating Adam 
HaRishon “with two faces, one on each side” and that 
when Eve was made, Hashem split that first human along 
the middle, forming two backs. He read the word tzela in 
Genesis 2:21 not as rib but as side – which is the meaning 
used in many other instances in the Tanakh, including in 
Exodus 26 and Ezekiel 41. You can read more about it in the 
Talmud, too – check out Berakhot daf 61a. 

The Jewish thought that a person’s gender doesn’t 
necessarily fall within the Western dichotomy of either 
male or female pervades the literature even after the 
classical midrash era. The Zohar advocates that “every 
person needs to be male and female at all times” (Zohar 
1:49b:7). Medieval kabbalistic texts on gilgal (reincarnation) 
mention the reincarnation of a female soul into a male body 
(Sha’ar Hagilgulim, Chapter 9; Maggid Meisharim 8:3). This 
thought was also adopted by the Hasidic teachings of Rabbi 
Yechiel Michael from Zloczow (1731-1786), who had a very 
interesting interpretation of the Akeidah: “It is known that 
when Isaac was born, he was born with the soul of a female, 
as it is written in Or Hachaim [a classical commentary on 
the Chumash by Rabbi Chayyim ben Moshe ibn Attar], ‘and 
through the akeidah he got a male soul that can influence’ 
(meaning, it can impregnate).”

Yet, we have somehow managed to forget these sources 
from our tradition. Despite the clear Jewish recognition of 
many genders, we have somehow erased those identities 
in our Jewish communities throughout the diaspora. 
Fortunately, the Reform movement has been (slowly but 
surely) reclaiming our Jewish roots and reincorporating our 
human experience into ritual life and prayer once again. For 
instance, the new 2020 Israeli Reform siddur, Tefillat 

continued on page 6

As our Sisterhood 2020-21 year 
comes to a close June 30, we 
would like to thank all our donors, 
members, and guests for joining us 
on our zoom chats, board meetings, 
and activities. We also would like to 
thank Judy Levy, our zoom master, 
for ensuring we stayed connected.

Sisterhood Bingo was quite 
successful and fun so we hope to 
continue hosting a ZOOM bingo 
again so please check your EVITE. 
Lots of fun gift card prizes!

We are excited to have a new slate 
of officers for next year!  Once our 
nominated board is elected at the 
Volunteer Celebration on May 23 (in 
lieu of the Donor Brunch), they will 
begin the new year July 1, 2021.

Nominated Board:
Co-President:  Joy Powell
Co-President:  Beverly Mendel
Past President:  Judy Levy
Recording Secretary:
Treasurer:  Melenie Pearson
VP Program/Publicity:  Judy Levy
VP of Membership:  Arlene Williams

Please look for your Sisterhood 
membership form that will be mailed 
out the end of June. We hope you 
can donate and continue to support 
Sisterhood. We are grateful to all 
of you who donate so we can offer 
financial support to our Religious 
School and Temple.

Hopefully when you read this, we will 
be seeing you in person!!

Be sure to contact Sisterhood if you 
have any questions or ideas! We 
would love to hear from you!!

Beverly Mendel, Co-President

Sisterhood
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Those who have died recently

Kevin Krieger, son-in-law of Ellie and Richard 
Rusnaks

Pauline Anderson Berkowitz, mother of 
Larry Berkowitz

Leon Avrech, father ofSherry Black

Hal Lax, husband of Jane Lax 

June 4 | David Abraham Arick, Larry Chatoff, Gertrude Davidson, 
Carl Dimino, Murray Dwosken, Elias A. Eigen, Minnie Fagen, Marton 
Fischer, Joseph Fischer, Dr. N. William Forest, Morris Gerston, Joseph 
E. Goldeen, Rose Goldstein, Samuel Golstein, Sidney Greenberg, 
Irving Greene, Leahn Halprin, Violet Hutchins, Phyllis Isaacs, Bill 
Kane, William Israel Katz, Sarah Kaufman, Vera Kessler, Jack Krown, 
Morton Ladowitz, Harry Leiter, Lawrence Lewis, Albert Ludwig, Amelia 
Papkin, Mark Pearlman, Ginny Perkins, Mary Port, Aaron A. Richards, 
Cyril Rosenberg, Tsvi Roth, Abraham Rubenstein, Leah Rubin, Isadore 
Seelig, Shirley Shain, Sidney Sogolow, Gerald Stoner, Joseph Hart 
Walters, Debbie Wolfson

June 11 | Steven Barko, Max Blum, Helene Breslauer, Robert 
Broder, Anna Bronstein, Brenda Heller Cowen, Frieda Friedman, 
Harry Friedman, Mark Goldstein, Anne Goodman, Betty Gordon, 
Neil Grossman, Cheryl Harland, Richard Hirsch, Sonia Hirsh, Ruth 
Hoffman, Fred Jackson, Harriet Joffe, Harry Konits, Milton Kulakow, 
Samuel Laskey, Sarah Lenchner, Irving Levin, Sidney Levine, Rob-
ert S. Levy, Theresa Messinger, Goldie Minkin, Rose Morris, Joseph 
Nathan, Sherman Naymark, Mickey Penner, Theodore Pollak, Larry 
Rosenberg, Francheska Rubin, Samuel Rudin, Sarah Rudy, David 
Saltzman, Sarah Salzberg, Alex Schaechter, Erich Simon, Idelle Roll 
Smith, Jacob M. Talkovsky, Irwin Underweiser, Ben Woron

June 18 | Reba Alberts, Edward Berman, Anita Blaustein, George 
Dedering, Sam Fischer, Gertrude Fischer, Sarah Gerston, Doreen 
Gilbertson, Max Glantz, Selma Heller, Lena Hetzer, Arthur Hill, Eva 
Honig, Esther Jacobson, David Kane, Howard Kauffman, Jacob 

Keyak, Oscar Lavin, Gertrude Lewis, Amy  D. Lowy, Robert Mauskopf, 
Don McRoberts, Sandra Medler, Louis Milgrom, Helen Miller, Kurt G. 
Opper, Oscar Panikoff, Sam Penner, Dorothy Pinsker, Helga Oster 
Remak, Harry D. Schwartz, Abraham Seldon, Mark Siegel, Steven 
Simon, Rose Uberman

June 25 | Ben Byer, Harry Cohen, Dorothy Davis, Nathan Epstein, 
Dr. Max Mickey Gold, Elsa Gordon, John Grayson, Philip Hammer, 
Daniel Harris, Lawrence H. Kandel, Carol Kaufman, Constance Kin-
spel, Benjamin Krandel, Philip Lehman, David Levine, Irving Levy, 
Irving Levy, Gertrude K. Marcus, Evelyn Marquis, Ruth Matzner, Han-
nah Morris, Dorothy Mowry, Marion Pattenson, Escher Pintoff, Bessie 
Pollack, Ruth Rubin, Richard N. Salle, Yetta Schneider, Ben Spector, 
Meyer E. Tepper, Adelya Vinikovetzky, Sol P. Wilets

July 2 | Gary Aknin,  Marlene Albert,  Gerald Benson,  Oris Black,  
Judy Blake,  Ruth Cohen,  Rebecca Decker,  Edwin Delman,  Hil-
de Doron,  Marie Edwards,  Stanford Fox,  Minnie Frederick,  Harry 
Fredkin,  Leon Gerris,  Michael Gilden,  Vivian Greene,  Eric Han-
sen,  Elaine Herzog,  Abraham Hirsh,  Miriam Hunter,  Bertha Jacobs,  
Esther Koves,  Ruth Kay Leiter,  Martha Levine,  Helen McDougal,  
Dorothy Meshel,  Stefanie Newhouse,  Barry Nydick,  Harry Popkin,  
Aaron Ress,  Ernesto Schkolnick,  Dorothy Segal,  David Shlafer,  Col-
leen Sobolov,  Carrie Sogg,  Morris Suntop,  Sarah Wisefield,  Nancy 
Wright,  Phillip Zabinsky

 July 9 | Stephen Asmussen,  Shirley Azen,  Leslie Bamburg,  Max-
well Bravo,  David A. Cohen,  Anita Ellner,  Corinne Gold,  Elizabeth 
Green,  Rosie Ivy,  Rose Kaufmann,  Max Kaufmann,  Sid and Pauline 
Kovalsky,  Edith Stein Kovnat,  Dr. Louis Lackner,  Jack Leiter,  Leo 
Lindauer,  Ruth C. Madsen,  Isadore Marks,  Robert Mizrahi,  Joy Mor-
ris,  Rebecca Muscatel,  Morris Nadel,  Elzie Ray Neal,  Jack Rotofsky,  
Joseph Rudin,  Karina Salsman,  Walter Saltzman,  Chester Schneider,  
William Schwartz,  Leo Siegel,  Molly Siegler,  Lil Silberstein,  Morley 
Silverman,  Benjamin Thailer,  Judson Thurston,  Nathan Treister,  Max 
Weiman,  Clorine Wheeler,  Roberts J. Wright,  Simon Zwern

 July 16 | Claire Barnhart,  Irving Goodman Bobb,  Jack Brandman,  
Sidney Brash,  Millie Brisken,  Morris Burman,  Dorrie Cohen,  Ruth 

Kellert Cummings,  Siegfried Danziger,  Delwin Edwards,  Fred Sha-
lom Friedman,  Bert Gates,  Helen Gates,  Lionel Gillston,  Bernice 
Green,  Marian Greenfest,  Freida Lehr Heidorn,  Gussie Hirsch,  Ja-
cob Hubert,  Evlyn G. Hubert,  Evelyn Hutchins,  Morris Jacobs,  Ethel 
Cohen Kipperman,  Daniel W. Kraus,  Gladys Kreisber,  Stanley Land-
ers,  Joseph Lerner,  Ann Lewon,  Herbert Marchick,  Rivka Burman 
Marshalkovitz,  Phyllis Matzner,  Al May,  Slava Freida Miller,  Solomon 
Miller,  Elinore Pollock,  Sarah Richards,  Richard Rocker,  Wayne 
Rose,  Henry Rosensweig,  Aaron Rosenthal,  Elizabeth Schneider,  
Sophie Schwab,  Joseph Shanske,  Helen Siegel,  Hal Turkus,  Sophie 
Van Rosam,  Joshua Weisenfeld

  July 23 | Esther Apte,  Mark Bach,  Samuel Berger,  Louis Ber-
lant,  Larry Berman,  Steven Biro,  Leonard W. Bloom,  Edward Cant,  
Lena Carl,  Al Chernoff,  Arthur Decker,  Vladimir Doktorovich,  Binnie 
Schuman Donald,  Jack Duchowny,  Estelle Farbstein,  Ernesto Fliker,  
Ernesto Fliker,  Peggy Forbes,  Charles Galin,  Sidney Gambord,  Mor-
ris Hirsch,  Esther Hoffman,  Fred Hoffman,  Helene Hurwitz,  Rachel 
Jacobson,  Larry Kaluzna,  Irma Silbiger Karpel,  Rosa Keyak,  Robert 
Leiter,  David Levin,  Lilly Levine,  Bettie Miller,  Maria S Neal,  Ann 
Nemec,  Millie Penner,  David T. Press,  Bernard Rosen,  George Ros-
en,  Claire Rosenberg,  Myrtle Rubenstein,  Dora Rubin,  Abraham 
Salzberg,  Frieda Sapper,  Fritzi Schaechter,  Samuel J. Schneider,  
Pauline Shine,  Allen Siegel,  Bertha Silverman,  George Sturr,  Sunny 
Sunshine,  Esther Weiner,  Amos Zarchi

July 30 | Barbara Abrams,  Lottie Berman,  Dora Blaustein,  Rose 
Blickman,  Alfred Brenner,  John W. Christian,  Louis Dishotsky,  Eli 
Enten,  Isidor Farber,  Jackie Fazzio,  Sam Fishoff,  Samuel Gerstley,  
Annette Golstein,  Jim Gunn,  Pat L. Hunter,  Leo Ivener,  Ann Jacobs,  
Rueven Jeffe,  Julius Katzman,  Helen Kerr,  Harry Kessler,  Michael 
Khait,  Howard Kraten,  Bertha Krystal,  Pasha Land,  Janice Leshay,  
Victor Levine,  Milton Lichtbach,  Frieda Madzel,  Naomi Mayer,  Barry 
Melnick,  Beatrice Motel,  Isaak Orloff,  Isaak Orloff,  Joseph Pintoff,  
Mildred Rakovsky,  Herbert Ravel,  Max Roberts,  Max Sachs,  Verleen 
Salak,  Dr. Solomon S. Sogg,  Mary Sokolov,  Robert Solomon,  Hip-
polito Soto,  Harry Arnold Stern,  Gladys Taub,  Jeanette Waxman,  
Naomi Wolff,  Joan Wolfgang,  Leah Yaffee

We Remember

HaAdam, includes a prayer for the community to celebrate 
one’s “coming out of the closet” (Mi sheberach litziah 
meHaAron, p.428). Instead of that prayer, though, I’d like to 
end with a different one.

The Reform movement was the first to ordain openly 
transgender rabbis. The first was Rabbi Elliott Kukla in 2006 
(who disclosed his gender identity during his rabbinical 
school years) and later Rabbi Reuben Zellman in 2010 (the 
first openly transgender person admitted into rabbinical 
school). Rabbi Zellman wrote a prayer for Shabbat likening 
our human experience – be it of gender, sexuality, or 
another aspect of our identity – to those few minutes right 
before sunset when the glow created by the sun’s rays 
scattered across the sky is such that dusk might as well be 
dawn. That prayer, called “Twilight People Prayer”, begins 
likes this:

“As the sun sinks and the colors of the day turn, we offer 
a blessing for the twilight,

for twilight is neither day nor night, but in-between.

We are all twilight people. We can never be fully labeled 
or defined.

We are many identities and loves, many genders and 
none. We are in between roles, at the intersection of 
histories, or between place and place.

We are crisscrossed paths of memory and destination, 
streaks of light swirled together. We are neither day nor 
night.”

May this Pride month help us continue to recognize and 
celebrate the diversity of human experience and our 
“twilightedness” not only as individuals but also as a 
community. May it restore in us the energy to continue 
fighting the darkness of ignorance, injustice, and 
intolerance. May we learn not to tolerate, but to celebrate – 
for tolerance is for gluten and lactose, not people!

Jonathan Avila, Ritual Committee member

Ritual Committee continued from page 5
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“Camp Is Life, The Rest 
Is Just Details…”

This quote was taken from a 
camper letter sent to Camp 
Newman after a summer 
experience which changed 
the life of this individual.  From 
this letter, Ruben Arquilevich, 
the Executive Camp Director, 
contacted the camper to see 
if he could ensure that her 

sentiment was enshrined for years to come.  This 
quote has become the enduring slogan for URJ Camp 
Newman, and it embodies perfectly what thousands of 
young people understand each and every summer.  I 
call it the “power of camp”.  It is the unspoken feeling 
that something magical takes place while attending 
a residential Jewish summer camp (or for that matter, 
a trip to Israel).  As many of you may know, it was my 
camp experience that influenced who I am and why 
I became a Jewish Educator.  If it were not for my 
rabbi and the Temple Sisterhood providing me with a 
campership to attend Camp Swig 44 years ago, my path 
might have taken a very different direction.

Camp over the years has become vital for producing 
engaged Jews in all walks of life.  Studies show that 
if you attended a residential summer camp for any 
length of time, chances are you became an active 
member within a Jewish community, created a solidly 
identified Jewish household, and/or dedicated your life 
to working professionally as a Jewish clergy, educator, 
or communal service professional.  With the cost of 
summer camp programs becoming increasingly cost 
prohibitive, an entire generation of young people are 
not being able to reap the rewards of participating in 
these life altering experiences.  Many families must 
scrape and claw for any amount of money possible 
to help offset the cost of these programs.  When I first 
started attending camp, it cost my family $100 per 
week.  Now it costs me to send my children to camp 
more than $1200 per week.  If it were not for various 
campership/scholarship opportunities my family budget 
might be maxed out.  

Here at Temple Emanu-El, we have a Youth Enrichment 
Fund (YEF) to help with the rising cost of camp.  The 
YEF was established to provide monies to assist 
families in paying for a Jewish summer programmatic 
experience.  Whether it is sending a child to residential 
Jewish summer camp or on an educational trip to Israel, 
the YEF can help.  Several families were able to take 
advantage of the fund this past year, plus those who 

continued on page 8

Religious School Brotherhood
In our June meeting, which is still ahead of us as I write this, 
Brotherhood will elect a new executive board, which means 
that my 2-year term as Brotherhood president will be coming 
to an end.  As you can imagine, these past two years have 
not looked much as I had envisioned them when I started 
my term in July 2019. For the first eight months, Brotherhood 
held monthly meetings in person, we cooked and served 
food for Religious School and Latkes and Laughs, we set up 
the Campbell Heritage Theater for High Holy Days, and we 
celebrated together in person, as Brotherhood has done for 
as long as I’ve been involved. After that, you all know the gist 
of the story -- everything more or less ground to a halt for 
a while as we slowly figured out that we’d be doing things 
“virtually” for longer than anybody imagined.  

For an organization built largely for in-person service to the 
Temple and in-person social events, going virtual was a 
challenge.  Not so much for our regular monthly meetings as 
for all the activities Brotherhood supports. But, like everyone 
else, we found a way to adapt.  When we couldn’t do 
pancake breakfast and BBQ lunch for the Religious School, 
at the suggestion of our fantastic Director of Education, Phil 
Hankin, we provided our students with back-to-school masks 
instead. When we couldn’t play poker in person, we found a 
way to move it online. And since one of our favorite charities, 
Second Harvest Food Bank, wasn’t allowing group volunteer 
opportunities, we volunteered on our own, when it was safe.  
In between, we did online happy hours, went for group bike 
rides, and managed to bring our membership levels up to 
higher levels than they were pre-pandemic.

For me personally, the last two years as Brotherhood 
president have been extremely rewarding. Both despite and 
because of the challenges we’ve had, I have felt closer to 
Brotherhood, its membership, and Temple Emanu-El than 
I ever have before. I have gotten to participate in the TEE 
Board and witnessed their leadership through this tough and 
unexpected year. But most of all, I am grateful for having been 
able to deepen old friendships and create some new ones 
along the way. I want to very sincerely thank the Brotherhood 
executive board: our VP David Goldberg, Secretary Eric 
Snider, and Treasurer Jeslie Chermak for their help and 
friendship. I’d also like to thank our Membership Chair Bob 
Levy (and his wife Judy) for an incredible membership drive 
this year. I promise we’re going to have a paid-up member 
dinner when we can!  We’re way overdue. And finally, I want 
to thank so many other Brotherhood members who step up 
year after year to do what needs to get done, from moving 
TEE to Campbell every High Holy Days, to building our 
Sukkah every year, to organizing those Second Harvest trips, 
to making things happen for our Religious School students. 
You know who you are, and I can’t thank you enough.  

Shannon Brown, Outgoing Brotherhood President
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Thank You for Your Generous Contributions

If you would like to make a contribution, visit www.templesanjose.org

Adult Education Donations
Suzanne & Gerry Boxer-Gassman, in memory of Max Boxer

Bobi Levine, in honor of Shirley Lee for her Lithuanian 
presentation

Fagie Rosen, in honor of Shirley Lee for her Lithuanian series

Sybil Sommer, in memory of Hal Lax

Alvin Ravel Garden Fund
Sybil Sommer

Annual Campaign
Andrew Weinberg & Lynn Offenhartz

Campership Fund
Fagie Rosen, in memory of Roy Robert Creech beloved 

father, grandfather and great-grandfather

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Kevin Zwick and Helen Lin, in honor of the Bat Mitzvah of 

Noralee Zwick

Choir Fund
Abe Livchitz, in memory of Irwin Tuttelman

Endowment Fund
Joan Fox, in memory of Helene Breslauer

Joan Fox, in memory of Manny Mighdoll

Jane & Michael Gold, in memory of Marvin Fox

Joan Green, in memory of Joseph Walters

General Fund
Bette Emanuel, in memory of Mark Emanuel

Suzanne and Gerry Gassman, in memory of Max Boxer

Daniel & Shirley Lee, in memory of Nettie Lee

Bobi Levine, in memory of Raymond Levine

Steve & Lois Matusow, in memory of Phyllis Levy

Joyce Mendel, in memory of Eric Mendel

Gary Morris, in memory of Rose Morris

Jeffrey & Ellen Rudy

Anthony Saenz

Mitzi Sapper, in memory of Hal Lax

Mitzi Sapper, in honor of E Gerald Jacobs

Sybil Sommer

Heinz Wegener

Kevin Zwick and Helen Lin, in honor of the Bat Mitzvah of 
Noralee Zwick

JoAnne Salman-Tehrani Homeless 
Fund
Rachel Michelberg, in memory of Judith Hettler

Judith Jurman Omens Cemetery 
Beautification Fund
Iva Rose, in memory of Anthony Rose

Kenneth Gordon Children’s 
Prayerbook Fund
Chris & Michele Healey Eaton, in memory of Betty Gordon

Joseph & Marcia Riggio, in memory of Lena Hetzer

Joseph & Marcia Riggio, in memory of Betty Gordon

Michael Elman Campership Fund
Joyce Donahoo, in memory of Evelyn Popkin

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Anonymous, in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Adam Fox

Robert Applebaum, in memory of Rosalyn Applebaum

Audelo / Reiser Family, in memory of Dave & Esther Reiser

Barbara Barko, in memory of Steven Barko

Dr. Allan & Judith Bernstein, in memory of Bernie Bernstein

Sandra Kane, in memory of Bill Kane

Morton & Marilyn Leiter, in memory of Harry Leiter

Bettey Naymark, in memory of Sherman Naymark

Donna Padnos, in memory of Stephen Reiss

Jeffrey & Ellen Rudy, in honor of the marriage of Stewart 
Rudy & Jarusha Rosenthal-Kambic

Stewart Rudy & Jarusha Rosenthal-Kambic, in appreciation of 
Rabbi Dana Magat

Kevin Zwick and Helen Lin, in honor of the Bat Mitzvah of 
Noralee Zwick

received Merit-based gifts because of their overall 
involvement within the TEE Religious School.  If you find 
yourself in the enviable position to help contribute to the 
ongoing financial viability of ensuring that young people 
will continue to attend Jewish summer programs, please 
consider giving to the YEF.  

This is only one of the many ways one can receive financial 
assistance in helping pay for Jewish summer experiences. 
You should be thinking now as to how to begin saving for 
your child’s summer activities – for Summer 2022.  Contact 
the camp/program that you have your eye on and find out 
what opportunities there are to receive financial help.  Start 
by putting away $100 per month now so that by the time 
you have to pay the camp bill next May you will have saved 
$1200.  Contact the Jewish Federation of Silicon Valley and 
find out when their scholarship applications are available for 
next year.  Whatever the methods, be resourceful and plan 
ahead.  Do not wait for January.  Spots at camps begin to fill 
up by November/December. 

I look forward to my annual time at camp again later this 
summer.  This year I will be returning to Camp Newman 

back in its home in Santa Rosa. This will be the first tie 
since the Tubbs Fire of 2017 that Newman will be back in 
its sacred space.  Although the total construction is partially 
completed, what is there will allow the camp to operate at ½ 
its normal capacity. And because of last summer’s COVID-
related shut down of all URJ camps, this is a huge win. New 
living spaces, new dining hall, new Community Center, new 
infirmary – all rebuilt through insurance money and the 
generous donations of individuals within the West Coast 
Jewish Community. COVID safety protocols will be in place 
and the kids will be together. Progress!

Many of our TEE members will once again be attending 
many summer camps, including Camp Newman, Camp 
Tawonga, JCC Maccabi Camp, and other residential and 
day Jewish camps.  Having children spend quality Jewish 
time during the summer will have a lasting impact on their 
Jewish souls that could one day translate into them telling 
the same story I do about how camp influenced who they 
became.  The investment you make now in your child’s 
Jewish present will pay huge dividends for the future of the 
Jewish community.

Phil Hankin, MAJE, Director of Education

Religious School continued from page 7
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Jewish deli comfort food,
 delivered right to your door!

Offering a variety of 
classic favorites, made 

with family recipes.

matzah ball soup, 
Brisket, Ruebens, 

Pastrami, Pickles & More!

Order today
Delivery or pick-up

casperrestaurantgroup.com
408.568.0658

a part of
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If you would like to advertise in Temple Emanu-El’s Connections  
contact Oliver Housman at oliver@templesanjose.org.

Home of Peace Cemetery and Mausoleum

Monterey Hwy & Curtner Ave
Call for an appointment to discuss pre-need arrangements.

Administrator: 408-674-5867
Founded in 1853

Owned and Operated by Temple Emanu-El
South Bay Area’s only Jewish-owned Cemetery, Mausoleum and ColumbariumSouth Bay Area’s only Jewish-owned Cemetery, Mausoleum and Columbarium

figures during the pandemic has caused deep pain 
and anxiety among Asian-American communities, 
which includes Jewish Asian-Americans. As Jews 
of many backgrounds, we have felt similar pain 
throughout our own historical experiences: Jews 
were senselessly blamed for the Black Death 
in medieval Europe, and similar tropes are still 
perpetuated today, leading to antisemitic violence 
and persecution.

We stand in solidarity with the Asian-American 
community in the face of bigotry and violence. We call 
on all elected officials to forcefully denounce these 
hate crimes and provide resources to appropriately 
respond to this surge in violence. This includes 
Congress passing the Jabara-Heyer NO Hate Act to 
strengthen hate crime reporting and response. As we 
tackle the dual crises of COVID-19 and racial inequity, 
we must work to ensure accountability for hate crimes 
and justice for Asian-American communities, come 
to better understand our own biases and false belief 
systems, and put an end to the culture of xenophobia 
that fosters hateful actions.

Submitted by Sharon Genkin
Tikkun Olam Committee Chair

Tikkun Olam 
continued from page 3
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JUNE 2021

12:00 PM – Rabbi Chat

7:00 PM – Board Meeting

6:00 PM – Ritual Committee  
Meeting

7:00 PM – Brotherhood Poker 
Night

6:30 PM – Streaming Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service

10:30 AM – Bat Mitzvah of 
Shaina Cohen

11:30 AM – Zoom Annual 
Meeting

6:30 PM – Streaming Pride 
Shabbat Service 

7:30 PM – Zoom Pride Shabbat 
Oneg

9:00 AM – Brotherhood 
Meeting

12:30 PM – Great Questions 
Discussion Group

Father’s Day

12:00 PM – Rabbi Chat

12:00 PM – Rabbi Chat

7:00 PM –Zoom Sisterhood 
Bingo

12:00 PM – Rabbi Chat

12:00 PM – Rabbi Chat

6:00 PM – Executive 
Committee Meeting

7:00 PM – Sisterhood Board 
Meeting

12:00 PM – Lunch & Learn

12:00 PM – Lunch & Learn

6:30 PM – Streaming Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service

6:30 PM – Zoom Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service

6:30 PM – Streaming Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service

7:30 PM – Oneg

10:30 AM – Bat Mitzvah of 
Leah Guglin

JULY 2021

6:00 PM – Ritual Committee 
Meeting

7:00 PM – Brotherhood Poker 
Night

6:30 PM – Kabbalat Shabbat 
Service

Independence Day

9:00 AM – Brotherhood Meeting

11:00 AM – Sisterhood Board 
Meeting

12:30 PM – Great Questions 
Discussion Groups

5:00 PM – Sefer Club

12:00 PM – Rabbi Chat

7:00 PM – Board Meeting

12:00 PM – Rabbi Chat

12:00 PM – Rabbi Chat

6:00 PM – Ritual Committee 
Meeting

6:30 PM – Kabbalat Shabbat 
Service

6:30 PM – Kabbalat Shabbat 
Service

6:30 PM – Kabbalat Shabbat 
Service

6:30 PM – Kabbalat Shabbat
10:30 AM – Bat Mitzvah of 
Jordyn Rose



Clergy____________________________________________________________
Dana Magat | Senior Rabbi – rabbimagat@templesanjose.org
Amanda Edmondson | Cantor – cantoramanda@templesanjose.org
Joseph Gitin, D.D. (z”l) | Rabbi Emeritus

Committee Chairs__________________________________________________
Len Schreibstein | Adult Education Chair – lifelonglearning@templesanjose.org 
Bobi Levine/Rebecca Frederick | Havurot Coordinatorsr – havurah@templesanjose.org
Dan Lee | Membership Commitment – dues@templesanjose.org
Uri Gottfeld | Facilities – facilities@templesanjose.org
TBD | Marketing – marketing@templesanjose.org
Branden Frederick | Ritual – ritual@templesanjose.org
Sharon Genkin | Tikkun Olam – to@templesanjose.org
Kim Jackman | Membership – membership@templesanjose.org
Richard Rusnak | Security Committee – security@templesanjose.org
Mira Karp | Religious School – rscommittee@templesanjose.org
Fagie Rosen and Harriet Saltzman | Caring Committee – caring@templesanjose.org
Jessica Blitchok | Endowment Committee – endowment@templesanjose.org
Rebecca Frederick | Preschool Committee – pscommittee@templesanjose.org

Staff_____________________________________________________________
Stephanie Pollock | Executive Director – stephanie@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 ext. 233
Barbara Smead | Director, Early Childhood Education – barbara@templesanjose.org | 408-293-8660 | #434404443
Phil Hankin | Director of Education – phil@templesanjose.org | 408-292-3223
Shantha Smith | Bookkeeper – shantha@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 x235
Iris Bendahan | Administrative Assistant & Clergy Support – iris@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 x 231
Oliver Housman | Marketing & Communications Coordinator – oliver@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 x234
Cherie Ravel | Cemetery Administrator – cherie@templesanjose.org | 408-674-5867

Board of Trustees__________________________________________________
Steve Krandel | President – president@templesanjose.org
Eric Snider | Secretary – secretary@templesanjose.org
Kim Jackman | VP Membership – vpmembership@templesanjose.org
Larry Fox | VP Development – vpdevelopment@templesanjose.org
David Heiman | Treasurer – treasurer@templesanjose.org
Ilene Tucker | VP Administration – vpadmin@templesanjose.org
Sherri Wiesner | VP Education and Youth – vprey@templesanjose.org
Deborah Zimmer | Immediate Past President

Auxiliaries________________________________________________________
Shannon Brown | Brotherhood President – brotherhood@templesanjose.org
Beverly Mendel/Judy Levy | Sisterhood Co-Presidents – sisterhood@templesanjose.org
Samantha Weisner/Jared Nussbuam | EESY Co-Presidents – youthgroup@templesanjose.org

CONNECTIONS is published 10 times a year by Temple Emanu-El, 1010 University Ave., San Jose, CA 95126. 

Award/Operating and Tribute Funds
General Fund
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Alvin Ravel Garden Fund
Beverly Jordan Temple Beautification Fund
Judith Jurman Omens Cemetery 

Beautification Fund
Lou and Clara Juren Library Fund
Ralph Goldeen Library Fund
Endowment Fund

Religious Funds
Harold Cahn Prayerbook Fund
Kenneth Gordon Children’s Prayerbook Fund
Susanne & Maurice Tucker High Holy Days 

Music Fund

Youth Funds
Religious School Fund
Religious School Enrichment Fund
Betty Rinsler Religious School
Endowment Fund
Weintraub Religious School Scholarship Fund
Youth Enrichment Fund
Leonard and Bernice Gaon Campership Fund
Michael Elman Campership Fund
Milton Fox Campership Fund
Phyllis Matzner Campership Fund
Israel Scholarship Fund
Susanne C. Blickman Arts and Crafts Fund
Sid Rosenberg Religious School Senior Trip 

Fund

Cultural Funds
Choir Fund
Phyllis Omel Junior Choir Fund
Bertram Berns Music Fund
Shank-Rockman Family Sound System Fund
Scholar in Residence Fund

Community Funds
Accompaniment Fund 
Facilities for the Aged Fund (Chai House)
JoAnne Salman-Tehrani Homeless Fund

Other Tribute Opportunities
$36 - Prayerbook Tribute
$218/$500/$750 - Tree of Life
Leaf/small/large rock
$500 - Sanctuary Chair Plaque
$750 - Memorial Plaque (in sanctuary foyer)

Opportunities in 
Levin Learning Center
$5,000 - Stair Plaque
$10,000 - Library Column Dedication
$25,000 - Room Dedication

Contact the Admin team for 
additional opportunities.

Making a contribution to one of Temple Emanu-El’s many funds is a wonderful way to 
honor your friends and family. You may make contributions in honor of a birth, a birthday, 
brit milah, baby naming, Bar/Bat Mitzvah, confirmation, graduation, engagement, 
wedding, anniversary, promotion, new home, special occasion or just because. You may 
also make contributions for get-well wishes, condolences, remembrances and yahrzeits.
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