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March Service 
Schedule
Friday, March 6

6:00 PM Congregational  
 Shabbat Dinner

7:00 PM Erev Shabbat   
 Family Service

Saturday, March 7

9:00 AM Shabbaton 6th Grade

Friday, March 13

7:00 PM Erev Shabbat Service

Saturday, March 14

9:00 AM  Baby Shabbat

10:30 AM Bar Mitzvah of  
 Lucas Brown

Friday, March 20

6:00 PM Tot Shabbat with  
 Free Dinner

7:00 PM Erev Shabbat Service

Friday, March 27

6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat with  
 Mazeltones

Saturday, March 28

10:30 AM Bar Mitzvah of Justin Ball

1010 University Ave.
San Jose, CA 95126

408-292-0939

www.templesanjose.org

facebook.com/templesanjose

twitter.com/templesanjose

admin@templesanjose.org

SJ Giants Game
Join us on Saturday, April 18th at 6:00 PM as the SJ Giants take on the Lake Elsinore Storm.

Tickets are just $12 per person, and a portion of each ticket sold will directly benefit T.E.P.S.!

These are the highlights you don’t want to miss:
•  Cantor Amanda Edmondson will sing the National Anthem
•  Temple Emanu-El Pre-School Director Barbara Smead will throw out the first pitch
•  In-game promotional competitions to be played by Temple students & parents
•  A fantastic night of community and baseball while supporting T.E.P.S

We look forward  
to seeing you there!
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Neighborhood Havdalah 
Neighborhood Havdalah once again celebrated 
the warmth of our Temple family

Fifty-six people ranging in age from babies to 90 year olds met 
at three venues for Neighborhood Havdalah on February 1.

Steve Krandel and Allyson Landers hosted in Almaden with a 
baked potato bar as the featured nosh. Almaden was fortunate 
to have Rabbi and Cheriel in the neighborhood. Rabbi led the service outside—only in 
California—around the warmth of the Krandel’s fire pit.

Denise and Adan Moreno opened their home in Willow Glen. Four generations of women in 
Denise’s family were together to celebrate making a special evening even more special.

At Bruce Frederick’s in Los Gatos, Byron Lily let the service accompanied by his guitar. 
Fololwing, Byron, Uri Gottfield, and Brad Wahl –all members of the Rock Shabbat crew 
--gave an impromptu concert. 

A huge “thank you” to Steve and Allyson and the Morenos, who were first time hosts and to 
Bruce Frederick who has hosted many times in the past.

When asked whether they’d host again, all three families responded with an enthusiastic 
“Yes!” 

Don’t miss out save the date for our summer Neighborhood Havdalah in Saturday, August ?



Connections

3

I couldn’t do it by myself
(and I don’t think I would want to …) 

Being in partnership is important. 
It’s an essential reason why I 
joined Temple Emanu-El. And now, 
as President, I feel it even more 
deeply. At the Scheidt Seminar 
for synagogue presidents that 
I attended in 2018, we learned 
about sacred partnerships. And 
that’s how my relationships are 
— I feel that Rabbi Magat and 

Stephanie Pollock are my sacred partners in leading this 
historic congregation. Rabbi is our spiritual leader, and he 
is also the hugging Rabbi. And yes, we start our Thursday 
morning meetings with a hug. It’s an important part of 
our connection and also an acknowledgement of the 
sacredness of our work. 

At the top of the agenda for our Board meetings is a simple 
sentence: “Everything we do here is a mitzvah, because it’s 
for the future of Temple Emanu-El.” That’s how we approach 
our decisions: ensuring the future as we reflect the past. 
L’Dor v’dor: from generation to generation. That’s our 
Legacy Society with the lighted board in the hallway. I hope 
you know you too can become a Legacy partner with the 
synagogue, simply by letting us know that you are including 
Temple Emanu-El in your will, trust, or other financial 
planning. (The Endowment Fund can also receive individual 
donations, in memory of a loved one or in honor of a special 
occasion.)

So who else is my partner? I really could not be anywhere 
near the President I strive to be without the wholehearted 
support of my wife, Liz Shivell. I know that I spend a lot 
of time involved in the work of the synagogue, and Liz is 
behind me and next to me always. 

Anyone who participates in a Friday night service, or sets 
up at an oneg, is my partner as we celebrate Shabbat. The 
teachers in the preschool are my partners as they help 
grow some of the families who will become our future. 
The Brotherhood dudes are my partners as they prepare 
innumerable latkes at Hanukkah. The Sisterhood women 
are very supportive of our Religious School arts program, 
in addition to providing meals for Tot Shabbat. The Rock 
Shabbat Band is my partner as they bring joy to our 
congregation with wonderful music.

The other Presidents in the Union for Reform Judaism are 
my partners without doubt. We have an online discussion 
group where we can ask questions and give feedback. Four 

of us connected at the URJ Biennial in December, and we 
have a video conference call every month.

As part of the URJ’s Religious Action Center (RAC), we 
connect with other congregations who are part of the Brit 
Olam group. This is a group of synagogues which are 
interested in positive social change in many areas. Those 
are our partners.

Sometimes, partners are close by. Other times, they are not 
seen, but their presence is felt. 

This month we celebrate Purim. The Book of Esther is the 
only one of the writings (Ketuvim) where God’s name is not 
mentioned. But that doesn’t mean that God’s presence or 
influence was not felt. Surely in the rescue of the Jews of 
Shushan, there was some partnership going on.

Speaking of Purim, I hope you will be able to come to 
the Adult Purim Evening on Monday, March 9th at 6pm in 
the BFR. Come in costume! (any bets on what LaPrez will 
be?) Hamentaschen provided. And we’ll read the Whole 
Megillah. Really we will. 

Looking forward to accomplishing important things with my 
partners. I’m glad I can count on you.

L’shalom, Deborah Zimmer, Temple Emanu-El President

From the President

Lucas Brown, son 
of Shannon Brown and 
Dana Brody-Brown will 
be called to the Torah 
as a Bar Mitzvah on 
March 14, 2020. Lucas 
is a 7th grader at Old 
Orchard School. He loves 

playing basketball, NBA2K (xBox basketball), art & 
animation. Lucas also enjoys hanging out with his 
buddies, his sister Naomi, and his dogs, Daisy & 
Poppy. For his mitzvah project, Lucas participated in 
a clean-up of the San Lorenzo River in Santa Cruz. 
Lucas is looking forward to celebrating with friends 
and family, some of whom will be traveling a long 
way to attend. 

Bar Mitzvah
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You probably read that title and wondered, “is the Temple 
now offering free Lasik surgery to its members?” Well, the 
answer to that is obviously no. However, here is what we 
are But, here’s what I’m referring to….

The perfect 20/20 Vision so many other Temple members 
already have is , our fabulous and comprehensive Temple 
campus renovation project. Hopefully, you’ve heard of the 
project, seen the renderings, and even listened to one of 
our presentations. The 20/20 Vision Committee has been 
hard at work since last spring raising awareness and getting 
members involved with this much needed and long overdue 
infrastructure project. 

And boy did members get excited! We are extremely proud 
to report that to date, over 200 temple member families and 
friends all have perfect vision - they have enthusiastically 
made a pledge to the 20/20 Vision Project and the future 
of our congregation. This has been a great response to 
our fundraising efforts! Our project goal is $2.6 million and 
we have raised just under $2.5 million to date. That’s not 
a typeo! $2.5 million! We are honored and thrilled that 
so many are have been inspired by our 2020 Vision this 
project and are supporting it have already contributed 
financially. Thank you to those who have contributed for 
your support and vision! 

Our project is rolling!! The first key submittals to the San 
Jose Planning Department have been made on the road to 
project approval and permitting. Groundbreaking is targeted 
for June 1, 2020 with a goal of an October 2020 dedication.

But we still have a little ways to go and our ideal goal would 
be to have 100% participation from every member of our 

congregation. How wonderful would it be to say that ALL 
our members shared in the vision and implementation of 
propelling our synagogue into the future. 

There are still 175+ temple member families yet to be 
involved. If you haven’t yet had a chance to make a gift, 
there is still time to support the project. We need to close 
that last gap to our $2.6M goal and we are confident that 
with your help, it is possible. 

The 2020 Vision Committee hopes that everyone in 
the temple family will support the project in a way that is 
significant to them. In the coming weeks and months you’ll 
again start to hear more about the project and there will be 
informational events where you will have the opportunity 
to learn more, ask questions, and see renderings of our 
beautiful and necessary improvements.

Visit 

www.templesanjose.org/20/20vision, to make a donation 
today. No gift is too big or too small. ALL donations are 
greatly appreciated!

If you have questions, please e at email us at  
temple2020@templesanjose.org and a committee chair  
will contact you.

We look forward to enjoying our revitalized home with our 
entire Temple family. 

Thank you
Andrew Weinberg, Larry Fox, Steve Krandel 

2020 Vision Committee

Over 200 Temple and Community Members  
Have Perfect Vision, and You Can Too!

20/20 Donors
Albert, Richard
Anderson, Hana & David
Applebaum, Johanna & Jeffrey
Aronoff, Michael & Evann
Ascher, Manfred & Melmon Ascher, 

Gloria
Ball, Larry & Deanne
Bamburg, Marvin & Bonnie
Barowsky, Sharon
Barowsky, Sharon
Berkowitz, Rachel & Villagrana, Jose
Berlant, Morton & Barbara
Bernstein, Allan & Judith
Blickman, Margie
Blitchok, Jessica & Sean
Blue, Christina & Jeffrey
Blumstein, Ron & Kristi
Braker, Martin
Braker, Matthew & Cyd
Braunstein, Jacob & Pauline

Brodsky, Paige
Brown, Shannon & Brody-Brown, 

Dana
Cahn, Dr. Edward & Marjorie
Cahn, Mark
Cahn, Susan
Cant, Margaret & Robert
Carr, Daniel & Connie
Carr, Gea
Carter, Steve & Rhea
Chase, Jack & Lynda
Cintz, Simon & Aronoff, Melissa
Cohen, Barry & Mary
Cohen, Dr. Nathaniel & Sherry
Cohen, Sandra & Terziev, Marc
Cohen, Vivian
Costa-Stone, Deborah & Stone, 

David
Davis, Deborah
Davis, Doris

Delman, Lucille
Dishotsky, Norman & Genevieve
Eaton, Chris & Michele Healey
Edmondson, Cantor Amanda & Ted
Edwards, Catherine & Andrew
Eisenberg, Neal
Ellenberg Philanthropic Fund
Emanuel, Bette
Epstein, Burton & Sandra
Everett, Kirk & Dishotsky, Rebecca
Feinman-Marino, Robin & Marino, 

Fabio
Feldman, Clayton & Sandra
Fox, Brian & Karen
Fox, Eric & Polly
Fox, Hannah
Fox, Joan & Marvin
Fox, Larry & Audrey
Fox, Robert & Ruth
Fraser, Ronda

Frederick, Branden & Rebecca
Frederick, Bruce
Gabriel, Joseph & Michelle
Gambord, Joel & Dena
Gassman, Gerald & Boxer-Gassman, 

Suzanne
Geeser, Sherman & Marsha
Gelfand, Peter
Gerston, Joel & Marci
Gerston, Larry & Elisa
Gerston, Nancy
Ghan, Lori
Gilboa, Yitzhak
Gilden, Diane
Gold, Gary
Gold, Jamie & Ken
Goldberg, David
Goldstein, Rachel & Kuryk, Benjamin
Good, Isaac & Cathy
Goodman, Margie

Gorenberg, Bobbye
Gottfeld, Uri & Judith
Green, Joan
Greenberg, Herm & Beryl
Greenberg, Stephen & Arlene
Hammer Carr, Betsy
Hammer, Hali & Hutchison, Margy
Hathaway, David & LeBaron, 

Danielle
Heiman, David & Cheryl
Henninger, Wil & Michelle
Hoffman, Carol & Sweet, Scott
Hoffman, Jeff & Pamela
Hoffman, Kenneth & Carol
Hoffman, Ron
Hoffman, Steven
Ibsen, Helen
Jackman, Steve & Kim
Jacobs, E. Gerald & Gail

continued on page 5

http://www.templesanjose.org/20/20vision
mailto:temple2020%40templesanjose.org?subject=
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Fundraising efforts for the Temple’s fantastic 20/20 Vision 
renovation project have been ongoing since last Spring 
with very good results. Many of our Temple members and 
friends have found creative ways to donate and gifts have 
taken the form of cash, stocks/bonds, and some are taking 
advantage of their corporate matching programs (many 
high-tech firms will match dollar for dollar, their employees’ 
gifts to non-profits)!. One long time member family also 
wanted to be involved in the 20/20 campaign, and they 
proposed an unusual gift 

Marv and Bonnie Bamburg are familiar names at Temple 
and to be part of the 20/20 Vision project, they offered 
their classic 1987 Jaguar XJSC grand touring car as their 
donation. The car itself is a limited production, hand-built 
model, a very unusual T-top/hardtop convertible made for 
only three years total. Now, after 30+ years being out in 
circulation, it is estimated that only some 250-300 of them 
remain on the road anywhere in the world. 

Bonnie approached Andrew Weinberg, who is a Jaguar 
enthusiast as well, about transforming the car into a gift to 
the Temple. Because of its unusual and rare nature, it was 
decided that the car should be listed on “Bring-A-Trailer.
com” a very particular and discriminating online car collector 
auction site. Working with the staff at Bring-A-Trailer, a 
listing was put together that also included mention of the 
charitable aspect of the sale, including a description of 
our 20/20 project and a link to the project webpage. As it 
turned out, many of the Bring-A-Trailer staff are Jewish and 
were very supportive of the effort; interestingly, their head 

of auctions actually went to the same temple as Andrew 
growing up (Temple Emanu-El in San Francisco). 

The final result? The auction went very well with a lot of 
interest, several bids, and the car is now at its new home 
in Pittsburgh, PA. The auction proceeds went directly to 
the 20/20 Vision project, and as a further show of support, 
Bring-A-Trailer even donated their 5% buyer’s fee (the 
amount they charge the buyer above and beyond the final 
bid price) to our 20/20 project!

Thank you to Marv and Bonnie for your gift and to Andrew 
for working with them to turn their car into a great donation 
for our 20/20 campaign.

Interested in making a gift of your own to the project? 
Please contact the temple office or email the committee 
directly: 2020vision@templesanjose.org 

Here’s a picture of Bonnie and the car just before the 
auction began.

Supporting The 20/20 Vision British Style!

20/20 Donors (continued)
Jacobs, Marilyn
Jacobson, Laura
Jacobson, Mark
Jacobstein, Deborah
Jacoby, Rambod & Jessica
Jones, Renee & Cragin, Leslie
Kane, Berry & Teri
Kane, Sandra
Kaplan, Lorie
Kaplow, David & Tiralisa
Karp, Brian & Mira
Karp, Sylvia
Katzman, Deborah
Keller, Steven & Tidwell, Michelle
Kerr, Douglas & Pollock Kerr, Edith
Krandel, Steven & Landers, Allyson
Laber, Edgardo & Andrea
Ladewig, Brenda
Ladowitz, Steve & Annette
Lee, Daniel & Shirley
Lee-Messer, Jessica & Christopher
Leiter, Morton & Marilyn
Levin, Gary and Hildebrant, Ginny
Levin, Janice and George, Elsie 

Levin
Levine, Bernie & Robyn

Levine, Bobi
Levine, Ilene & Jerry
Levinson, Randall & Jackie
Levy, Bob & Judy
Lilly, Byron & Weintraub, Nancy
Lindley, Nancy
Lissak, Keith & Michelle
Livchitz, Abe
Lo, Rosita
Loren, Rita
Lotman, Barbara
Lubin, Michal
Magat, Rabbi Dana & Cheriel
Makhni, Deepinder “Mac” & 

Cherkasky Makhni, Leann
Malter, Michael
Marantette, Tom & Bonnie
Matusow, Steve & Lois
Mazo, Ilya & Aquino, Justine
McConville, Roger & Shenberg, 

Courtney
Meltzer, Jonathan & Alissa
Mendel, Beverly & Neil
Mendel, Joyce
Messinger, David
Michels, Grant & Debbie

Mighdoll, David & Linda
Miller, Jonathan & Hanson, Kara
Moreno, Adan & Denise
Nemec, Yvonne
Newman, Robert & Margaret
Olson, Mark
Pawliger, Marc & Cha, Helen
Pearson, Melenie
Perez, Nathan & Maia
Pollock, Stephanie & Sarah
Prizant, Sheri
Ravel, Michael & Cherie
Ravel, Sally
Ress, Ethel
Riggio, Joseph & Marcia
Robinson, Gordon & Danoff, Laura
Rose, Dan & Garcia-Rose, Karina
Rosen, Francine
Ross, Jay & Julie
Ross, Dr. Lawrence & Ruth
Rotenberg, Joseph & Ona
Rubenstein, Jay
Rubenstein, Michael
Rusnak, Richard & Eleanor
Sampson, David & Raghavan, 

Venkatesh

Sapper, Judith
Sapper, Mitzi
Schmitt, Ralph & Sara
Schneider, Russell & Maureen
Schneiderman, Gordon
Schreibstein, Leonard & Deborah
Schwarz, Philip
Sciupac, Louis & Michelle
Shachal, Sue & Eli
Shank, JoAnn
Siegel, Judith
Silin, Hugh
Silver, Marilyn
Simons, Phil & Gail
Smilek, Dawn
Smith, Lonna
Snider, Eric & Kelly
Snyder, Joanna & David
Sogg, Dr. Richard
Solpon, Dorjey & Karen
Sommer, Sybil
Sporer, Alfred & Ruth
Stein, James & Diane
Stiskin, Howard & Dana
Tannen, Mark & Lynette
Temple Emanu-El Sisterhood

Thailer, Carol
Tucker, David & Ilene
Tucker, Loui & Zappe, Sabine
Turchin, Dan & Julie
Turetzky, Gregory
Vaughan, Ryan & Younger, Kendall
Vogler, Rachelle & Roy
Wall, Brad & Hoffman, Ginny
Weinberg, Andrew & Offenhartz, 

Lynn
Wernick, Stephen
Wiesner, David & Sherri
Williams, Arlene
Williams, Kimberly
Winter, Scott & Bonny
Wood, Janet
Yanowsky, Bill & Virginia
Zimmer, Deborah & Shivell, 

Elizabeth
Zises, Matthew
Zwick, Kevin & Lin, Helen

mailto:2020vision%40templesanjose.org?subject=
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Sisterhood
With costumes, spiels and lots of drinking, Purim is one of 
Judaism’s most raucous holidays. You might know about 
beautiful Esther thwarting evil Haman’s plans, the custom 
of getting drunk and what Hamantaschen are. But here are 
some things about Purim you may not know:

1.  Esther was a vegetarian. According to Midrash, while 
Queen Esther lived in the court of King Ahasuerus, she 
followed a vegetarian diet consisting largely of legumes 
so that she would not break the laws of Kashrut (dietary 
laws). For this reason, there is a tradition of eating beans 
and peas on Purim. 

2.  You’re supposed to find someone to deliver your 
Mishloach Manot, the gift baskets traditionally 
exchanged with friends and family on Purim. The verse 
in the Book of Esther about Mishloach Manot explains 
that we should send gifts to one another, not just give 
gifts to one another. As a result, it’s better to send your 
packets of goodies to a friend via a messenger, than to 
just give them outright. 

3.  The Book of Esther is one of just two biblical books 
that do not include God’s name. The other is Song of 
Songs. The Book of Esther also makes no reference 
to the Temple, to prayer, or to Jewish practices such as 
kashrut [keeping kosher].

4.  Hamantaschen might have been designed to 
symbolize Haman’s hat — or his ears or pockets.  
Or something a little more womanly. Some say these 
cookies represent Haman’s ears. Another theory is that 
the three corners represent the three patriarchs whose 
power weakened Haman and gave strength to Esther to 
save the Jews. Yet another theory: Because the German 
word tasche means “pouch” or “pocket,” the cookies 
could signify Haman’s pockets and the money he offered 
the king for permission to kill the Jews. Finally, in recent 
years, some feminists have suggested the cookies, 
which after all, are not dissimilar in appearance to female 
reproductive parts, were meant to be fertility symbols.

5.  The Book of Esther, which many scholars theorize is 
fictional, may be an adaptation of a Babylonian story. 
Some scholars argue that the Book of Esther adapted 
stories about these pagan gods — Marduk becoming 
Mordecai and Ishtar became Esther.

6.  The Jewish calendar has a regular leap year with 
two months of Adar (but only one Purim, which falls 
during the second Adar). To ensure that the holidays 
remain in their correct seasons, the Jewish calendar 
was ingeniously adjusted to accommodate the 11-day 

difference between the lunar and solar years. In the 4th 
century C.E., Hillel scheduled an extra month at the end 
of the biblical year, as necessary. The biblical year begins 
in spring with Nissan (Exodus 12:1-2) and ends with Adar. 
Hillel, in conjunction with the Sanhedrin (Jewish supreme 
court) chose to repeat Adar (Adar I and Adar II) every 
3rd, 6th, 8th, 11th, 14th, 17th, and 19th year over a 19-year 
period.

7.  Purim is celebrated one day later inside walled 
cities than it is everywhere else. The Book of Esther 
differentiates between Jews who lived and fought their 
enemies for two days within the walled, capital city of 
Shushan and those who lived in unwalled towns, where 
only one day was needed to subdue the enemy. So, if a 
person lives in a city that has been walled since the days 
of Joshua, Purim is celebrated on the fifteenth of the 
month of Adar, a day referred to as “Shushan Purim.”

Beverly Mendel, Sisterhood President

Sisterhood Women’s Seder
Tuesday April 14th

Calling all sisters, mothers, 
daughters, and friends - come 
share in a delicious Women’s 
Seder hosted by Sisterhood. 
Join in the camaraderie and 
uplifting ritual by bringing 
a Kosher for Passover style 
salad, side dish or dessert 
to share (entrée and ritual 
foods provided). Event is 
$8 for Sisterhood members 
and $12 for nonsisterhood 
members. Please RSVP by 
Friday, April 10 to Beverly at 
beverlyandneil@gmail.com

Save the Date
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Happy March!!! Spring in the preschool 
is always full of excitement. From windy 
days, new flowers and the excitement 
of Purim our kids are enjoying this time 

of year. We are all looking forward to our first ever San 
Jose Giants fundraiser!! We hope to fill the stands with 
our Temple Emanu-El Preschool and synagogue families 
for a fun evening of baseball, laughter and cheering for 
the home team!! Cantor Amanda Edmondson will sing 
the National Anthem and I am so excited to throw out 
the first pitch! Please consider joining us for this great 
adventure on Saturday, April 18th at 6p.m. Tickets on sale at 
Templesanjose.org/sjgiants. See you at the ballgame!!! 

Barbara Smead, Director of Early Childhood Education 
Barbara@templesanjose.org

Preschool

Celebrate Purim & send a greeting gift 
basket to your friends & congregants! 
The cost is $5 per family or $218 for  
the entire congregation. Visit  
www.templesanjose.org/mishloachmanot  
for more details! Order today!

Mishloach Manot

http://Templesanjose.org/sjgiants
http://www.templesanjose.org/mishloachmanot
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A  Ritual Committee A
What will a Temple Emanu-El Friday night Shabbat service 
look like 30 years from now? How many people will be 
in the congregation? Where will they be gathering? What 
will their backgrounds be? What will be the nature of 
their connection to the Jewish community? How will they 
wrestle with the contradictory aims to be traditional yet 
modern? 

As each new wave of Jews enter adulthood, they bring 
with them values and concerns based on the lessons 
their parents taught them, lessons taught intentionally or 
otherwise. A changing relationship with religion is not new, 
Judaism has been in constant evolution since the collapse 
of the Temple Priesthood two thousand years ago. Yet the 
ideological values and demographic trends we’re seeing 
emerge now are unique in the history of Reform Judaism 
as a movement. 

Modern American Judaism, and our microcosm at 
Temple Emanu-El, will have to navigate declining rates 
of religious affiliation; a new phase of life -- coined 
“Emerging Adulthood” -- which delays marriage and 
children (life events which traditionally bring people into the 
synagogue); and attitudes which see old establishments 
(yes, even ours) as self-serving and unethical. 

These can be hard words to hear. Their story tells us we’re 
headed towards an existential challenge. And it will be a 
challenge, but there is a clear path towards triumph. Victory 
begins with believing that, now and forever, Judaism is 
vitally important to ourselves, our community, and the 
world. We must teach people to see beyond immature 
views of religion which see all worship as praising invisible 
sky creatures. You and me, the active participants at 
Temple Emanu-El, know the value of Judaism. We know the 
spiritual, ethical, and philosophical teachings are nuanced 
tools capable of bringing our loftiest values -- wholeness, 
justice, and compassion -- shelemoot, tzedek, v’rachamim 
-- to an imperfect world. No technological advance can 
ever supplant the centrality of Jewish teachings towards 
achieving these goals.

It is this essential responsibility to be ambassadors of 
Jewish teachings which we must cherish; no matter what 
our Shabbat services look like 30 years from now, as long 
as the worship is centered on teaching our values, Judaism 
will be relevant. We must not be shy about what we hold 
dear. Rituals are important, time-honed practices designed 
to bring out our values, but no matter how those rituals are 
preserved or are changed, we cannot forget it is the values 
which are the key.

Just before the decade ended, over five thousand of the 
Reform movement’s leaders gathered in Chicago to sing 
songs, welcome in the Sabbath, study the Torah, and plan 
the future of our movement. The 2019 Biennial was my 
first, and I can only describe the atmosphere as “industry 
convention meets Jewish summer camp”. With 20+ 
discussion tracks running simultaneously from 8am to 10pm 
for half a week, there were opportunities to learn new 
music, study with modern-day sages, and schmooze with 
our movement’s movers and shakers. 

But most important to me were the discussions about 
the future of modern Judaism. Forward-thinking leaders 
showed the importance of inclusivity: we should feel 
comfortable bringing our full identity with us into 
synagogue, not having to hide aspects of ourselves, 
or serve as a representative of a minority. We learned 
of social trends which see little merit in loyalty towards 
institutions, caring more for individual relationships, 
valuing true currency only in authenticity. We saw the 
harsh demographic reality as congregations across the 
country struggle with engaging young adults in a financially 
sustaining manner. And we talked about the ongoing 
struggle between our American Jewish values and those 
of the state of Israel. What I learned is that the path forward, 
no matter which path it is, will be successful so long as it 
conveys the fundamental truth of Jewish values. A Jewish 
congregation that gathers for the right reasons will always 
be relevant.

Worship at Temple Emanu-El thirty years from now may 
look drastically different from today’s, but it will still promote 
the same values we hold dear. The path forward will not 
resemble the routes we’ve been travelling on for the past 
50+ years, but the path is navigable so long as we are 
clear and effective teachers. Judaism’s next challenge 
isn’t how to stay relevant -- it always will be -- but rather, 
how that relevance intersects with institutions like ours. We 
are a vibrant, growing community with deep roots in the 
region; this makes us uniquely poised to define the next 
generation of blending tradition with modernity. And we 
have strong religious leadership in our clergy, Rabbi Magat 
and Cantor Edmondson. Support and celebrate us as we 
explore new takes on long-standing traditions, knowing 
that despite whatever form the worship takes, our core 
Jewish values will be steadfast and unchanging. 

Branden Frederick, Ritual Committee Chair 



Louie Tucker recently just led a trash 
cleanup along HWY 280 here in San 
Jose. She had a group of 9 volunteers 
help to collect 34 bags of trash and 
recycling. 

REMINDER: 

THE NEXT TRASH 
PICKUP WILL BE 
SATURDAY, March 
21, 2020. Future 
dates: April 18 and 
May 9.
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Those who have died recently

Sandy Sokolec, sister of Ellie Gerstely

Victor Rattner, cousin of Ginny Hoffman

Lorna Hoffman, cousin of Ginny Hoffman

Fred Retchin, mother of Michael Ravel

Lorraine Samuel, mother of Bob Samuel and Judy Keyes

Marvin Fox, husband of Joan Fox (father of Linda Mighdoll, Larry Fox, 
Brian Fox, brother of Robert Fox)

And those we have lost in years past

March 6 | Lillian R. Ackerman, Anne Altman, Joseph Berg, Bernice 
Blaustein, Samuel Blaustein, Sonja Block, Mimi Bloom, Herbert Blumer, 
Arlene Barbara Cristal, Ida Dwosken, Maurice Engleman, Shirley Ferman, 
Frances Fox, Benjamin Friedenreich, Joseph Gordon, Leo Gordon, 
Henry Green, Morey Gross, Shirley Asch Handloff, Leon Hoffman, Henry 
Hofheimer, David L. Hubert, Estelle Hurwitz, Jacob Jaffe, Lena Jaffee, 
Sidney Kopner, Dorothy Korn, Lena Kovalsky, Marvin Kraft, Nell Kuhn Levy, 
Rueben Kulakofsky, Theodore Lavin, Shirley Levine, Harry Levine, Ann 
Levine, Joseph Lutvak, Gayle Lutvak, Anna Macdonald, Louise Manning, 
Frances Etta Meyerson, David Mintz, Ruth Morrison, Meyer Novak, Isaac 
Oppenheimer, Fe Pangilinan, Lillian Pollak, Bernard Jack Pollock, Sam 
Pomarantz, Mildred Portner, Jean Prizant, Mella S. Rauer, Alvin Ravel, Alvin 
Ravel, Jeff Rhein, George Rittenberg, Fred Rubin, Eunice Sachs, Esther 
Sachs, Manon S. Shields, Ann Sibby, Sid Silverman, Lee Robert Silverman, 
Emma Simon, Herb Slavit, Ann Sogolow, M. David Stein, Phil Toren, Marilyn 
Torgerson, David Unterman, Bernard Virshup

March 13 | Martha Weinberg Adler, Harold Leroy Barnes, Irene Bernard, 
Sheldon Blickman, Gail Cahn, Celia Cahn, William Cave, Mollie Dorf, Isaac 
Eichholz, Jean Engleman, Shirley Feinman, Sam Fink, Ben Finkel, Bernice 
Foster, Freda Brahin Goldeen, Gerald Grayson, George Grossman, Larry 
Grossman, Sally Hafter, Bert Hersch, Anna Hirsh, Ralph Jaffe, William 
Jurman, Alfred Kaplan, Mary Ann Kaisel, Irving Kotlier, Ruth Krandel, Jean 

Levin, Charles Lewis, Jeanette Lutvak, Rose Mayerson, Alfred Michaelis, 
Berna Nanneman, Irene Osias, Charles Polansky, Marilyn Darcy Rosenthal, 
Martin Rudy, Norman Saul, Sanford Stanley Schneider, Nettie Weisfeld 
Schorr, Thyra Seelig, Thyra Seelig, Mollie Shragge, Arnold Shulman, 
Sidney Silverman, Reva Sklar, Claire Smulyan, Florence Sokolec, Edward 
Sommer, Ezra Spicehandler, Sandy Sprintz, Josie Stadler, Fritz Stransky, 
Lois Kahn Svigals, Grigorie Tenenbaum, Henry I. Weinstein, Robert Wiener, 
Betty Wild, Ruth B. Wohlfeiler, Minnie Woldenberg, Hannah Wolenik

March 20 | George Samuel Abelson, Hilda Ail, Shirley Applebaum, 
Dorothy Bennett, Olga S. Berman, Samuel Jack Brown, Lizzie Cohen, 
Max Cohen, Charlotte Daniels, Jackie Feigon, Irving Friedman, Melvin 
Friedman, Stuart H. Ganz Sr., Faye Gendzel, George Hetzer, Eileen B. 
Gitin, Edith Green, Joel Hawk, Marilyn Hecht, Hilda Herlich, Robert Hirsch, 
Alberte Hofheimer, Julius Jackel, Arthur Jones, Paul Kaplan, Judith Ann 
Karchem, Irwin Isadore Katz, Manuel Laber, Mary Samuels Levy, Ruth 
Lewis, Irving John Lurie, Lee Mandel, Louise Mann, Lena Marcus, Ethel 
Mighdoll, Aaron Miller, Walter J. Morris, Benjamin Myers, David Nathan, 
Gertrude Osiel, Louis Perlberg, Gavin Peters, Reena Preis, Miriam Rohan 
Resnick, Malka Roll, Leo Roselyn, Lillian Rosen, Shirley Rosner, Gussie 
Rubin, Tom Sachse, Habib Sahim, Esther Schneider, Hedy Schorr, Helena 
Schwalbe, Mark Segal, Allan Shine, Elliot Shklar, Meyer Shopkow, Joseph 
Shulman, Irving Siegel, Albert Simon, Eugene Snider, Rose Spector, Ann 
Stern, Nathan Winter

March 27 | Hy Alkin, Judith Biro, Ruth Boxer, Martin Bryman, Bessie 
Cohen, Irene Danziger, David Emanuel, Leonard Erlichman, Morton 
Feinman, Ethel Fredkin, Samuel M. Gambord, Edith Rattner Hoffman, 
Henry Hoffman Jacobs, Marlene Jaffe, Sam Joseph, Rose Kass, Renee 
Lorraine Katcher, Rose Kay, Robert Kay, Murray Knopf, Samuel Krystal, 
Myrtle Mackay, Beatrice Malter, Paul Mermel, Arron Messinger, Virginia 
Mighdoll, Ann Miller, Adele Barbara Miller, Robert Morse, Murray Nadler, 
Jeanette H. Pencovic, Rena Preis, Herbert Preis, Sally Ratner, Sylvia Rosen, 
Sarah Rosenberg, Esther Rebekah Rosenblum, Sarah Rosenthal, Ahuva 
Roth, Leonard Segal, Jeanette Shumer, Steven Kent Teren, Lucy Wargon, 
Arnold Widman, William Wood, Clyde Worthington, Misha Zeltser

We Remember

Green Team

Oddities along with the trash  
(http://www.louitucker.com/Trash/TrashathonPics.html) 

http://www.louitucker.com/Trash/TrashathonPics.html


Here are clues to the following riddle:

Significance: Remembers the defeat 
of a plot to exterminate the Jews

Observances: Public reading of 
a book of while “blotting out” the 
villain’s name

Length: 1 day

Customs: Costume parties; drinking; 
eating fruit-filled triangular cookies

What am I? Hopefully you answered the Jewish holiday of 
Purim. If so, you won a lifetime supply of Hamentaschen 
from Costco. What significance does this holiday hold 
on the Jewish calendar? Purim is one of the most joyous 
and fun holidays as it commemorates a time when 
the Jewish people living in Persia were saved from 
extermination. But why all the revelry and hoopla? Because 
we are commanded to “eat, drink, and be merry”. We 
are commanded to boo and hiss and attempt to blot out 
the name of Haman at his very mention during the public 
reading of the Scroll of Esther. And according to the Talmud, 
we are required to drink until we cannot tell the difference 
between “cursed be Haman” and “blessed be Mordecai” 
(though opinions differ as to exactly how drunk that is). 
When else can you come to Temple drunk and be loud 
and obnoxious and dress up in costume? I love this holiday 

because of its irreverent nature. The High Holidays are 
solemn and reflective, Passover has its dietary restrictions, 
and Sukkot makes us eat and sleep outside for a week. But 
on Adar 14 we party in the streets like its Mardi Gras.

For all the joy on this holiday, Jewish custom tells us that we 
cannot fully enjoy the day without remembering those less 
fortunate that ourselves. Therefore, we are commanded to 
send out gifts of food or drink, and to make gifts to charity. 
The sending of gifts of food and drink is referred to as 
Mishloach Manot (lit. sending out portions). It is always the 
balance that we Jews keep in order to make the world a 
better place.

Finally, it is also customary to hold carnival-like celebrations 
on Purim, to perform plays and parodies, and to hold beauty 
contests. To this end, Temple Emanu-El will be holding its 
annual Purim festivities. Our annual Purim Spiel and Carnival 
will take place on Sunday morning March 8, at 10:30 AM 
(There is still class from 9:30 AM–10:30 AM), followed by our 
annual Adult “intensive study session” and Megillah Reading 
on March 9 at 6:00 PM. 

Bottom line is Purim week is coming and you should be 
ready to “eat, drink, and be merry”, and to dress up as your 
favorite Purim character.

Chag Purim Samech!!
Phil Hankin, MAJE, Director of Education 
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Religious School

Brotherhood
If you don’t already know, for years Steve Wernick has 
been writing all the Brotherhood Connections articles. For 
as long as I can remember, Steve has been a steadfast 
pillar of our community, but he has now decided to pass 
the baton, as he relocates to Southern California to 
be closer to his family. Brotherhood and all of Temple 
Emanu-El want to thank Steve for his years of contribution, 
selfless support, and voice of wisdom. We’ll miss him here 
in San Jose, and wish him well in his life’s next chapter. 
And of course, should his life bring him back our way, he 
is always welcome to return. 

Lately, Brotherhood member Dan Lee chaired a volunteer 
effort helping out at Second Harvest Food Bank. Temple 
Emanu-El members -- adult and youth both -- gave two 
hours of hard labor sorting fruit and canned food for our 
less fortunate neighbors. We coordinate food sorting 
nights three to four times a year, so keep your eye on the 
Temple Bulletins to get involved in the next opportunity. 

Next, you’ll see Brotherhood contributing food at Temple 
Purim carnival on Sunday, March 8th. We are barbecuing 
up hot dogs, burgers (meat and veggie both), and 
preparing salad. And we are of course joining in the 
carnival festivities, we wouldn’t want to miss that! 

Brotherhood is a foundational part of Temple life, assisting 
the Religious School with key events throughout the year, 
creating social functions which are truly unique highlights 
of the Temple calendar, and allowing the community’s 
men to regularly gather in a constructive, participatory 
fashion. We encourage you to join us -- no commitment 
is necessary -- just come to our next regular Sunday 
meeting, 9am on March 8th in the Youth Lounge (the 
recently remodeled building behind the playground). 
Bagel breakfast is free, the meeting is one short hour, and 
you’ll be able to take roles in shaping the social calendar 
here at Temple Emanu-El. 

Shannon Brown, Brotherhood President



B’shalach Summary: 

• The Children of Israel escape across the Sea of Reeds 
from Pharaoh and his army, who drown when God drives 
back the sea (13:17-14:31)

• Moses and the Israelites sing a song praising Adonai. (15:1-21)

• In the wilderness, God provides the grumbling Israelites 
with quails and manna. God instructs the Israelites to 
gather and prepare on the sixth day food needed for 
Shabbat. (15:22-16:36)

• The people complain about the lack of water. Moses hits 
a rock with his rod and brings forth water. (17:1-7)

• Israel defeats Amalek, Israel’s eternal enemy. God vows 
to blot out the memory of Amalek from the world. (17:8-16)

This week’s Torah Portion is B’Shalach from the Book of 
Exodus 13:17–17:16. In this parashah, Pharaoh changes his 
mind and chases after the Israelite people with his army, 
trapping them at the Sea of Reeds. God commands Moses 
to split the sea, allowing them to pass, then closes the sea 
back upon the Egyptian army. There are the miracles of 
manna and clean water. The nation of Amalek attacks and 
the Israelite people are victorious. 

In researching and learning more about this week’s Torah 
portion, there are ample lessons to draw from. I was most 
struck by the response of the Israelites. When they saw 
the army of Pharaoh driving toward them, they were very 
frightened. There was nowhere for them to go but into the 
sea. They said to Moses, “Were there no graves in Egypt? 
Why did you bring us to the Wilderness to die? We were 
better off as slaves in Egypt!” But Moses said, “Be silent. 
Don’t be afraid. Adonai will deliver you this day.” Then 
Moses began to pray. Adonai said to Moses. “Why do you 
cry out to Me? Tell the Israelites to go forward. 

Rashi (a medieval French Rabbi) explains that Moses was 
upset when the people complained, so he stopped to 
pray to Adonai. But Adonai reminded Moses that when 
people are in trouble, that is no time for prayer. Other 
commentators say that Adonai was not speaking to Moses, 
but to all the Israelites, because half were complaining and 
the other half were praying. But Adonai said, “ Why do you 
Israelites pray now? Now is the time for doing something!” 
It was then that Adonai gave Moses instructions to hold out 
his arm and split the sea. 

Why is it that we either complain or pray in a crisis? Why do 
we question or doubt our faith in times of fear and worry? 
This really made me think about my current conversation 
with God these days. My mother, who is the most incredible 
woman I know, was diagnosed with stage 4 lung cancer and 

never drank or smoked in her entire life. This last year really 
tested my faith in God. I have been upset and angry and 
questions everything all the time.

But in looking at this story within Beshalach, what a 
miraculous transition from slavery to freedom! Immediately 
upon the journey to freedom, the Israelites commence 
to complain repeatedly, but through God’s graces and 
commanded Moses to do “something about it” and time and 
time again, the gift of water, manna, and rest on the Sabbath 
came their way. 

I could keep complaining about my anger or resentment 
to God or I can do something about it! I chose to spend 
whatever time that I have with my mom and it has been the 
best of times. The quality of times together is so much more 
meaningful now. So how can I be upset with God if I was 
given such a gift? So yes there are days that I still get upset 
that my mom has to combat this cancer but through prayers 
is where I found my peace and joy with my mom. And 
making an effort to be with her uninterrupted. 

So even when Adonai was working miracle after miracle 
for the Israelites-after the plagues, the parting of the Sea 
of Reeds, the pillars of clouds and fire, the quail and the 
water….the Isrealites continued to complain to Moses 
and even asked “Is Adonai present among us or not?” So 
through calls and questions, one by one, it was answered. 
So if we do not question, the answer will never come!

Christina Blue

Christina Nguyen Blue is a leading entrepreneur and business consultant 
in the Bay Area. She is heavily involved with volunteer activities at Temple 
Emanu-El and The Harker School. She loves spending time with her family, 
reading, cooking, a wine enthusiast, and enjoys everything Health & Fitness 
related. Christina resides in San Jose with her husband and two children 
while being actively involved in Education, Philanthropy and City Government. 
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My Take on Torah

Sponsor an Oneg
Special Occasions: Birthdays, Anniversaries, Graduations

Memorials: In memory of a loved one’s Yahrzeit 

There are two ways to sponsor: Bring 3 platters of food OR 
donate, and food platters will be prepared on your behalf.

Sign up by contacting admin@templesanjose.org.

Oneg Sponsors
February 7, 2020 | Marvin and Joan Fox 

February 14, 2020 | Sherry Cohen in memory of Phoebe Cohen

February 21, 2020 | Yvonne Nemec  

February 28, 2020 | Bobbi Lotman in memory of 
Michael David Lotman; Bat Mitzvah of Keren Einsenberg



On Wednesday evening, January 
22, ten of our congregants met at 
the “Cypress Center” of the Second 
Harvest of Silicon Valley to sort food 
for the needy. Second Harvest of 
Silicon Valley is one of the largest 
food banks in the nation and provides 
food to more than a quarter of a 
million people in Santa Clara and San 
Mateo counties every month. More 
than half the people served are kids 
and seniors.

Our group of Shannon Brown, Jeslie 
Chermak, Lorraine Gabbert, Michael 
Gabbert, William Gabbert (E = ESSY 
member), Dan Lee, Jared Nussbaum 
(E), Judith Sapper, Ryan Stiskin (E), 
and Howard Stiskin met at 5:30 for 
Togo’s sandwiches provided by the 
Temple Brotherhood. At 6:00 PM we 
gathered with other volunteers from 
Apple, Stanford Medical Center, and 
Hewlett-Packard for a briefing by the 
Second Harvest team, and then we 
got to work.

Normally Second Harvest sorts a mix 
of boxed food, canned goods, and 
fresh fruit and produce for distribution 
to those in need, but tonight the 
agenda was pears, apples, and 
oranges which needed to be 
distributed by the following day. The 
Temple Emanu-El team helped sort 
over 9 tons of pears, and we ended 
promptly at 8 PM. It may come as 
no surprise that most of us won’t be 
eating pears for a few months.

The Brotherhood plans to organize 
at least two more food sorts later 
this year- all of which will be on 
a Wednesday night. If you are 
interested volunteering at our next 
sort, please be alert to notices in 
either “Connections” or the weekly 
email blast.

Dan Lee, Brotherhood member

Save the Date
March 23  •  6:00-9:00 PM

UCSF will be doing a BRCA Gene Screening & Presentation  
for TEE members. Learn why it’s important to get screened & tested. 

More information on the TEE Calendar.

Connections

12

Second Harvest
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20/20 Vision Project
Bette Emanuel, in memory of  

Lorie Kaplan

Bette Emanuel, in memory of  
Laurie LeMay

Bette Emanuel, in memory of  
Bruce Sommer

Burton & Sandra Epstein, in memory 
of Bruce Sommer

Burton & Sandra Epstein, in memory 
of Lorie Kaplan

Joan Fox, in memory of  
Bruce Sommer

Mrs. Marilyn Jacobs, in memory of 
Marvin Fox

Mr. C.S. “Peter” Wong, in memory of 
Marvin Fox

Miss Ann Fok, in memory of  
Marvin Fox

Mrs. Rosita Lo, in memory of  
Marvin Fox

Dr. Chi-Ming Wong and Dr. Jean 
Woo, in memory of Marvin Fox

Mark & Sandie Olson, in memory of 
Marvin Fox

Sally Ravel, in memory of  
Fred Retchin

Sally Ravel, in memory of Marvin Fox

Ethel Ress, in memory of Ida Ress

Ona Rotenberg, in memory of 
Marvin Fox

Sue and Al Sporer, in memory of 
Marvin Fox

Carol Thailer, in memory of  
Bruce Sommer

Betty Rinsler Religious 
School Endowment Fund
Barbara Lotman, in memory of  

Lorie Kaplan

Gordon Schneiderman, in memory 
of Leonard Taylor

Campership Fund
Barbara Lotman, in appreciation of 

Fagie Rosen

Fagie and Family, in memory of 
Bruce Sommer, beloved son, 
brother and uncle

Fagie and Family, in memory of  
Lorie Kaplan

Fagie and Family, in memory of 
beloved sister of Ellie Gerstley

Endowment Fund
Morton & Barbara Berlant,  

in honor of the special birthday of  
Marjorie Cahn

Morton & Barbara Berlant,  
in memory of Ray Levine

Morton & Barbara Berlant,  
in memory of Leo Rinsler

Morton & Barbara Berlant,  
in memory of Lorie Kaplan

Morton & Barbara Berlant,  
in memory of Lorie La May

Morton & Barbara Berlant,  
in memory of Bruce Sommer

Morton & Barbara Berlant, in honor 
of the birth of the grandchild of 
Cherie and Michael Ravel

Morton & Barbara Berlant, in 
honor of the birth of Eli Johnson, 
grandchild of Rabbi Dana & 
Cheriel Magat

Jacob & Pauline Braunstein, in 
memory of Bruce Sommer

Jacob & Pauline Braunstein, in 
memory of Lorie Kaplan

Francine & Gary Effren, in memory 
of Marvin Fox

Dr. Alexander (“Sandy”) &  
Ms. Maureen Ellenberg, in 
memory of Marvin Fox

Burton & Sandra Epstein, in memory 
of Marvin Fox

Brian and Karen Fox, in memory of 
Marvin Fox

Jeff Highiet, Modesto Junk Co 
- Scrap Metals Recycling, in 
memory of Marvin Bessner Fox

Steven & Debi Schwartz, 
Marvin Bessner Fox, may he be of 
blessed memory

General Fund
Barb and Jim Chappell, in memory 

of Marvin Fox

Barry & Mary Cohen, in memory of 
Bruce Sommer

Sandy Epstein, in honor of Burt’s 
birthday

Stephen & Arlene Greenberg,  
in memory of Cyril Weiss

Stephen & Arlene Greenberg,  
in memory of Mary Leon

Stephen & Arlene Greenberg,  
in memory of Mark Leon

Stephen & Arlene Greenberg,  
in memory of Zelda Heitner

Stephen & Arlene Greenberg,  
in memory of Eugene Weiss

Cynthia Hurst, in memory of  
Jill Deborah Hoffman Wernick

Jay Rubenstein, in memory of  
Irvin Rubenstein

Judith Sapper, in memory of  
Gerald H Sapper

Jeanne Toms, in appreciation of 
the hospitality extended to our 
OSHER special interest group, All 
About Food

Karryl Turney, in memory of  
Marvin Fox

Michelle and Danny Zell, in honor of 
Marvin Fox

Israel Scholarship Fund
Deborah Katzman, in memory of 

Lorie Kaplan

Deborah Katzman, in memory of  
Hi-Chan Katzman

Abe Livchitz, in memory of  
Oda Livchitz

Judith Jurman Omens 
Cemetery Beautification 
Fund
Frederick & Sherry Graff, in memory 

of Sylvia Saslaw

Frederick & Sherry Graff, in memory 
of Helene Graff

Carol Laughlin, in memory of  
Albert Miller

Phyllis Matzner Campership 
Fund
Barbara Lotman, in memory of  

Bruce Sommer

Prayerbook Fund
Vivian Cohen, in memory of  

Philip Cohen

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Manfred Ascher & Gloria Melmon 

Ascher, in memory of  
Bruce Sommer

The Fox Family, in memory of  
Marvin Fox with much 
appreciation and love to  
Rabbi Magat for his support

Joseph & Michelle Gabriel, in honor 
of the special birthday of  
Margie Cahn

Frederick & Sherry Graff, in memory 
of Jack Graff

Frederick & Sherry Graff, in memory 
of Morris Saslaw

Eugene & Marilyn Handloff, in 
memory of Bruce Sommer

Larry & Marsha Matheny, in memory 
of Bill Bitter

Stan & Ceci Salomon, in honor of the 
special birthday of Margie Cahn

Gordon Schneiderman, in memory 
of Pearl Schneiderman

Mark & Lynette Tannen, in memory 
of Claire Smulyan

Religious School Fund
Joan Green, in memory of  

Bruce Sommer

Deborah Jacobstein, in memory of 
Martin Levitt

Deborah Jacobstein, in memory of 
Jerrold Levitt

Abe Livchitz, in memory of  
Abraham Katz

Yvonne Nemec, in memory of  
John Lukes

Yvonne Nemec, in memory of  
Julia Lukes

Donna Padnos, in memory of  
Bruce Sommer

Scholar in Residence Fund
Maggie and Robert Cant, in memory 

of Charles W. Lewis

Youth Group
Jessica & Christopher Lee-Messer

Thank You for Your Generous Contributions

 This list includes contributions made on or between 01/15/2020–02/21/2020.

If you would like to make a contribution, visit www.templesanjose.org
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The Duomo and the Great Synagogue
Saturday, March 21, 6:30pm

Tickets: apjcc.org/florence 
More information: mayat@apjcc.org

14855 Oka Road, Los Gatos CA 95032

SAVE THE DATE FOR AN EVENING OF
JEWISH & FLORENTINE ARCHITECTURE,
CULTURE, MUSIC, & FOOD

This program is presented by the Addison-Penzak JCC and the County of Santa Clara/Florence, Italy Sister County
Commission. All Cultural Arts programs at the APJCC are made possible, in part, by generous contributions from
Sylvia & Leonard Metz, Doris and Rick z"l Davis, and an anonymous donor. The APJCC is proud to be a part of the 
Initiative on Jewish Peoplehood, co-funded by the Koret Foundationa and the Taube Foundation for Jewish Life & 
Culture. The APJCC is also supported  by the Jewish Federation of Silicon Valley and other generous donors. The 
County of Santa Clara/Florence, Italy Sister County Commission is a self-supporting advisory group to the Board
of Supervisors and exists to promote friendship and mutual understanding, and to foster cultural, educational,
technological and business exchanges between the two areas. 

If you would like to advertise in Temple Emanu-El’s Connections
contact Oliver Housman at oliver@templesanjose.org.
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Clergy____________________________________________________________
Dana Magat | Senior Rabbi – rabbimagat@templesanjose.org
Amanda Edmondson | Cantor – cantoramanda@templesanjose.org
Joseph Gitin, D.D. (z”l) | Rabbi Emeritus

Committee Chairs__________________________________________________
Bobi Levine/Rebecca Frederick | Havurot Coordinatorsr – havurah@templesanjose.org
Dan Lee | Membership Commitment – dues@templesanjose.org
Uri Gottfeld | Facilities – facilities@templesanjose.org
Jamie Gold | Marketing – marketing@templesanjose.org
Branden Frederick | Ritual – ritual@templesanjose.org
TBD | Tikkun Olam – socialaction@templesanjose.org
Jamie Gold | Membership – membership@templesanjose.org
Richard Rusnak | Security Committee – security@templesanjose.org
Mira Karp | Religious School – rscommittee@templesanjose.org
Fagie Rosen and Harriet Saltzman | Caring Committee – caring@templesanjose.org
TBD | Endowment Committee – endowment@templesanjose.org
Denise Moreno | Preschool Committee – pscommittee@templesanjose.org

Staff_____________________________________________________________
Stephanie Pollock | Executive Director – stephanie@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 ext. 233
Barbara Smead | Director, Early Childhood Education – barbara@templesanjose.org | 408-293-8660 | #434404443
Phil Hankin | Director of Education – phil@templesanjose.org | 408-292-3223
Shantha Smith | Bookkeeper – shantha@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 x235
Iris Bendahan | Administrative Assistant & Clergy Support – iris@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 x 231
Oliver Housman | Marketing & Communications Coordinator – oliver@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 x234
Cherie Ravel | Cemetery Administrator – cherie@templesanjose.org | 408-674-5867

Board of Trustees__________________________________________________
Deborah Zimmer | President – president@templesanjose.org
Eric Snider | Secretary – secretary@templesanjose.org
Jamie Gold | VP Membership – vpmembership@templesanjose.org
Larry Fox | VP Development – vpdevelopment@templesanjose.org
David Heiman | Treasurer – treasurer@templesanjose.org
Ilene Tucker | VP Administration – vpadmin@templesanjose.org
Sherri Wiesner | VP Education and Youth – vprey@templesanjose.org
Andrew Weinberg | Immediate Past President

Auxiliaries________________________________________________________
Shannon Brown | Brotherhood President – brotherhood@templesanjose.org
Beverly Mendel | Sisterhood President – sisterhood@templesanjose.org
Samuel Messinger | EESY President – youthgroup@templesanjose.org

CONNECTIONS is published 10 times a year by Temple Emanu-El, 1010 University Ave., San Jose, CA 95126. 

Award/Operating and Tribute Funds
General Fund
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Alvin Ravel Garden Fund
Beverly Jordan Temple Beautification Fund
Judith Jurman Omens Cemetery 

Beautification Fund
Lou and Clara Juren Library Fund
Ralph Goldeen Library Fund
Endowment Fund

Religious Funds
Harold Cahn Prayerbook Fund
Kenneth Gordon Children’s Prayerbook Fund
Susanne & Maurice Tucker High Holy Days 

Music Fund

Youth Funds
Religious School Fund
Religious School Enrichment Fund
Betty Rinsler Religious School
Endowment Fund
Weintraub Religious School Scholarship Fund
Youth Enrichment Fund
Leonard and Bernice Gaon Campership Fund
Michael Elman Campership Fund
Milton Fox Campership Fund
Phyllis Matzner Campership Fund
Israel Scholarship Fund
Susanne C. Blickman Arts and Crafts Fund
Sid Rosenberg Religious School Senior Trip 

Fund

Cultural Funds
Choir Fund
Phyllis Omel Junior Choir Fund
Bertram Berns Music Fund
Shank-Rockman Family Sound System Fund
Scholar in Residence Fund

Community Funds
Accompaniment Fund 
Facilities for the Aged Fund (Chai House)
JoAnne Salman-Tehrani Homeless Fund

Other Tribute Opportunities
$36 - Prayerbook Tribute
$218/$500/$750 - Tree of Life
Leaf/small/large rock
$500 - Sanctuary Chair Plaque
$750 - Memorial Plaque (in sanctuary foyer)

Opportunities in 
Levin Learning Center
$5,000 - Stair Plaque
$10,000 - Library Column Dedication
$25,000 - Room Dedication

Contact the Admin team for 
additional opportunities.

Making a contribution to one of Temple Emanu-El’s many funds is a wonderful way to 
honor your friends and family. You may make contributions in honor of a birth, a birthday, 
brit milah, baby naming, Bar/Bat Mitzvah, confirmation, graduation, engagement, 
wedding, anniversary, promotion, new home, special occasion or just because. You may 
also make contributions for get-well wishes, condolences, remembrances and yahrzeits.
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