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September Service
Schedule
Friday, September 6
7:00 PM Erev Shabbat Service
Saturday, September 7
10:30 AM Paws Shabbat
in Nature
Friday, September 13
7:00 PM Erev Shabbat Service
Saturday, September 14
9:00 AM Baby Shabbat
Friday, September 20
6:00 PM Tot Shabbat with
Free Dinner
7:00 PM Erev Shabbat Service
Saturday, September 21
6:30 PM to 10:00 PM
Selichot Film,
Discussion & Service

September 2019

L’Shanah Tovah

from your Temple family
Joe and Michelle Gabriel
Bobi Levine & Family
Robert & Joanne Hersch
Bobbye Gorenberg
Lorie Kaplan
Morton & Marilyn Leiter
JoAnn Shank
Morton & Barbara Berlant

Friday, September 27
6:30 PM Shabbat HaNefesh
Sunday, September 29
7:30 PM

Erev Rosh Hashanah*
Congregational Service

Monday, September 30
9:00 AM

Rosh Hashanah*
Children’s Service
(Preschool-K)

10:00 AM Rosh Hashanah*
Congregational Service
5:00 PM

To Order Connections Greetings, Yizkor listings, Childcare signups and tickets,
please visit www.templesanjose.org. Greetings Orders placed by
September 13th will be published in the October Connections.

Tashlich at Oak
Meadow Park

* At Campbell Heritage Theatre
1010 University Ave.
San Jose, CA 95126
408-292-0939
www.templesanjose.org
facebook.com/templesanjose
twitter.com/templesanjose
admin@templesanjose.org

Come join us on
Saturday, September 21
for the Selichot film,
discussion and services.
(see page 5)
Schedule:
6:30 PM – Selichot Film & Discussion
8:00 PM – Selichot Special Oneg
9:00 PM – Selichot Services
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From the President
What is your value?

how we treat others. In the causes we support with our
money and our time. In the legacy we leave through our
children. I am encouraged that our values are transmitted
L’dor v’dor, from generation to generation.

There are many ways to think
of this. When I first sat down to
write, I was tossing back and forth
between value and worth. Which
are, of course, two very different
things.
If you look at the physical body,
and think of all the elements —
starting with 65% oxygen, 18%
carbon, 10% hydrogen, continuing through nitrogen, calcium,
phosphorus, potassium, sulfur, sodium, chlorine, magnesium,
iron, down to 0.00004% iodine and even smaller trace
amounts of copper, zinc and aluminum — the actual worth
is less than $1.00. Our organs are of course much more
valuable, but they need to be donated rather than sold. So
our physical being, then, is not such a good indicator.
When we look at other tangible aspects of
our existence, we might encounter a variety
of accomplishments. An inventor, who creates
something that makes a job easier. A medical
researcher, who creates a cure for a disease and
can help many people. A conservationist who
helps maintain the natural world around us and
inspires others. If you rescue a pet at a shelter, you
have saved that animal. Sometimes we talk about
one’s “Shem Tov,” or good name. That you are
mentioned by others, even after your body is no
longer walking the earth.
You already know my fascination with the Hebrew
calendar. As we lead up to Rosh Hashanah and
Yom Kippur (more on that next month), we are
in the month of Elul. This is when we begin to
hear the sound of the shofar. In the 9th century
prayerbook of Rav Amram Gaon, this poem
appeared: Let the wishes of our lips — our heart’s
desire — be pleasing before You, God Most High.
You are knowing and attentive, watchful and
aware when we call out: T’kiah! Lovingly, favorably
receive our prayers of Shofarot.” As Rabbi Arthur
Green wrote, “The shofar sound represents prayer
beyond words, an intensity of longing that can be
articulated only in a wordless shout.”
We have some time to get ready for the Days of
Awe. I feel so privileged to be part of a tradition
which places an emphasis on our actions. We
have daily opportunities to be good people. In
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Cris Williamson wrote a song, called “Song of the Soul.” I
believe she clearly understood the importance of these
kinds of connections. “Open mine eyes that I may see
glimpses of truth Thou has for me. Open mine eyes, illumine
me, spirit divine. … What do you do for a living, are you
forgiving, giving shelter? Follow your heart, love will find
you, truth will unbind you. … Come to your life like a warrior.
Nothing will bore you. You can be happy. Let in the light, it
can heal you and you can feel you.”
As we strive to make our lives of value, let us come together
and find new ways of connecting and making a difference in
our world.
Deborah Zimmer, Temple Emanu-El President

UNDERSTANDING

A transformational, in-depth seminar for the
Jewish community taught by internationally
renowned Prof. Rabbi Reuven Firestone
Join us at Temple Emanu-El, 1010 University Ave. San Jose (Nov. 17) and
Congregation Shir Hadash, 20 Cherry Blossom Ln. Los Gatos (Dec. 8)
Instructor:
Reuven
Firestone

Rabbi Reuven
Firestone is the
Regenstein Professor in Medieval
Judaism and Islam at Hebrew
Union College-Jewish Institute of
Religion and at USC. He’s written
eight books and over a hundred
scholarly chapters and articles. His
works are translated into German,
French, Hebrew, Turkish, Arabic,
Albanian, Serbo-Croatian, Macedonian, Indonesian and Urdu.
Firestone served as vice president
of the Association for Jewish Studies and president of the International Qur’anic Studies Association.
He’s participated in numerous
initiatives bringing together Jews,
Muslims and Christians; Jews and
Arabs; and Israelis and Palestinians.

Sunday, Nov 17, 9:30 AM–5:30 PM
•
•
•
•
•
•

Muslim Beliefs about God, Torah and Jews
Muslim Sensitivities Every Jew Should Know
Understanding the Qur’an and Hadith
Islamic Law and States
Muhammad’s Relationship with Jews
Parallels between Islamic and Jewish Spirituality

Sunday, Dec. 8, 9:30 AM–5:30 PM
•
•
•
•
•
•

Responding to Muslims
Covenant and “Chosenness” in Islam
Navigating Sacred Vocabulary
Studying Sacred Texts with Muslims
Abraham and Isaac, Cain and Abel in the Qur’an
Jihad, Israel, Palestine, and the Holocaust

Cost: $60 (includes notebook, lunch, and refreshments)
or $50 if you sign up before November 11

REGISTER ONLINE NOW
https://umn2019.eventbrite.com
Seating is limited
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Cantor Notes
I would like to share with you an
article that I wrote two years ago.
When I wrote it, the hope was that
I would never need it again, but it
seems to continue to be relevant
year after year. I hope that those
who need to hear this message
will take it to heart. Many of you
have already heard this message
or say it yourself. This is just a part
of praying with your feet.
“Thank God Yom Kippur is on a Saturday this year,” I
overheard someone say, a couple of years ago. I can only
assume that this had to do with the need to take off of work
or for their kids to take off of school for the High Holy Days.
Many of us run into this dilemma every year. For some of us,
it’s a no-brainer: you just don’t go to work or school on Rosh
Hashanah or Yom Kippur and that’s it. Others go through
a painstaking process of deciding what will work best for
themselves and their families: Will it be easy to make up the
work I missed? Will business run as usual without me? My
child has 3 big tests that day—how can I expect him/her to
find time to make those up?
It sucks that the rest of our society doesn’t immediately
recognize Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur on the calendar
when scheduling their activities. It can be downright
frustrating—even, and perhaps especially, when the powers
that be are made aware of the conflicts—that nothing
changes from year to year. But perhaps this societal
ignorance is the exact reason we shouldn’t just get upset
and complain only to give in. Our absence should be
known. These days and services are important for both
ourselves and our children.
Especially when it comes to our children, we must think
about the message give them. If we expect them to
embrace Judaism in their futures, we have to make a
statement to them that says Judaism is important enough
for us to sacrifice time at work, time at school, and important
enough for me to do extra work to make up for the time lost
either before or after the holiday.
Now I know that to children and teenagers, the sacrifice
sounds more like, “I don’t want to miss soccer practice
today” or “why do I have to miss my friend’s sleepover
tonight?” And teenagers with heavy course-loads will make
very smart, logical arguments for not missing school that will
be difficult to counter-argue.
But observing these holidays together as a family is what
makes Judaism what it is—a community. On the High
Holy Days, we are encouraged to look inward and seek
forgiveness for our own personal transgressions. However,
the greater purpose of that activity is to work to build up
a better community. Going to High Holy Day services with
your child is the perfect venue for teaching them what it

means to be part of a community. And the children who
are in Hebrew school should be encouraged to attend the
regular community services for the High Holy Days. They
have already begun to work on the Hebrew, and they are
ready to start thinking about our liturgy and what it means.
In fact, I believe that this new machzor (prayerbook) is
the perfect one for those children AND adults who are
either just starting to come to the High Holy Day services
or are unfamiliar with Jewish liturgy. There are so many
opportunities to get lost—in a good way—in this prayerbook.
The multiple readings on a two-page spread offer different
ways of interpreting and understanding traditional prayer.
Even if you think that your 3rd, 4th, or 5th grader won’t
understand the liturgy, I would challenge you to turn it
into an opportunity. It can simply be a beginning, or a first
step into a door that you will have opened for your child.
They don’t need to come away from services suddenly
understanding every aspect of the holy days. But they
should come away from services with the knowledge that
this is a time for prayer, community gathering, and a time
their parents and family recognize as important.
Wishing you a Shana Tovah Um’tukah,
Cantor Amanda Edmondson

Join Cantor Edmondson
for her monthly Lunch & Learn
to learn about different Jewish Composers.
This Month: Max Janowski

September 4
12:00 PM - 1:30 PM

Oneg Sponsors
August 9, 2019 | Rhonda Hansen in memory of her father
Sam Fishoff
August 16, 2019 | David and Cheryl Heiman and Carolyn
Jacobs in honor of Ruby Bakeran; Bruce Frederick in honor
of Brotherhood Shabbat; Dan Lee; Steve Wernick
August 23, 2019 | Yvonne Nemec in memory of her husband
John Nemec.
August 30, 2019 | David and Cheryl Heiman in honor of
Sheila Heiman

Sponsor an Oneg
Special Occasions: Birthdays, Anniversaries, Graduations
Memorials: In memory of a loved one’s Yahrzeit
There are two ways to sponsor: Bring 3 platters of food OR

donate, and food platters will be prepared on your behalf.
Sign up by contacting admin@templesanjose.org.

3

Connections

Our Synagogue Entrance Today

Our Synagogue Entrance in 2020
Your support matters! To get involved, please visit www.templesanjose.org/20/20vision
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Preschool
We have had simply the best summer!! Our friends have played in kiddie pools filled with mud, painted
in the sunshine (both paper and themselves), giggled hysterically as the sprinklers went higher and
higher and had the best time bonding with their new and old friends. As we kick off our new school year
we are all looking forward to a year of learning, connecting and exploring the world around us. Enjoy a
few final pictures of our summer.
Barbara Smead, Director of Early Childhood Education, Barbara@templesanjose.org

Save the Date!

Paws Shabbat
in Nature
September 7
10:30 AM
Join us for a Shabbat
morning minyan with your
dog at Ed Levin County
Park in Milpitas. There
is a $5 fee to enter the
county park. We will
be congregating at the
gazebo, just past the lake.
There will be signs helping
to direct you to the right
location. After Shabbat
services, there will be
a veggie potluck lunch
available.
Please note that all dogs
are required to stay on
leash until they are at the
dog run.

What is Selichot?
Selichot translates to “forgiveness.” In Jewish
worship, we offer prayers asking for forgiveness
especially during the period of time leading up to
and during the High Holy Days, with Yom Kippur
ending that time as the Day of Atonement. The
entire High Holy Day period is a time for us to ask
for forgiveness from others and from God. One of
the most important steps in this process is the act of
self-reflection. Our Temple’s Selichot service offers
individuals a prayerful first step into self-reflection.
We watch a film and discuss - and while this is
entertaining and enjoyable, the discussion always
comes back to the human aspect of it: Where did
the characters go wrong, and how did they go
about making it right again? The service that follows
the film and discussion uses song, poetry, and text
that push us to dig deep within ourselves and to
open up to our own selves - to engage with that
which is within ourselves that we have difficulty
accessing or discussing. For some, these prayers
and this music can be eye opening or serve as a
call to action, and for others, it can be very calming
and put one at ease. We invite you to take part
in this very spiritual and meaningful evening of
tranquility and self-reflection, and to see what
Selichot will mean for you.
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Sisterhood
I am proud to be serving another
year as your Sisterhood President. I
have an amazing board working with
me this year. They are: Immediate
Past President – Melenie Pearson,
Membership VP – Joy Powell,
Religious and Education VP – Debra
Wannamaker, Treasurer – Judy
Levy, Recording Secretary – Leslie
Solomon, Corresponding Secretary –
Arlene Williams, and Member at Large
– Rita Loren.
We have had a very successful
year. I am deeply appreciative to my
outgoing board as well as many of
our amazing members who have
made this all possible. Some of the
highlights have been our first ever
Donor Brunch, Hanukkah Boutique,
Hamantashen baking and sale at the
Purim Carnival, Passport to Judaism,
our monthly Tot Shabbats, Seaside
Spirituality Retreat in Santa Cruz and
our Mah Jong Day.

Something else that we will be
participating in is our contribution
to Project 2020 by purchasing both
benches in front of the Religious
School. We are immensely proud of
the fact that we are able to do this for
Temple Emanu-El as well as for the
many generations to come who will
be sitting on those benches.
As I have said many times, we are
working very hard to change the
image of Sisterhood and make it the
kind of organization that all women
of Temple would like to be a part of. I
am extremely aware of the changing
role of women in Sisterhoods today
as well as Sisterhoods changing role
in Temple life. We know in order to
do that we have to start “Thinking
Outside the Box” and make whatever
changes necessary in order to hold
onto our current members as well as
recruit new ones. To that end, you will
see some new types of programming

coming soon that we are very excited
about. One of these is a pilot program
started by WRJ (Women of Reform
Judaism). We will be starting Special
Interest groups. Some of these
groups could be walking/hiking,
monthly movies & coffee, plays or
Mahjong to name a few. The sky’s the
limit. If you have any ideas for a group
you would like to start or be a part of,
please come talk to me. I would love
any and all of your ideas.
As always, we continue to be
inclusive – meaning we will invite
ALL women of Temple to be a part
of our meetings & activities. We want
everyone to be involved in what
should definitely be another amazing
year. You won’t want to be left out.
Dues packages have been sent out
to everyone so send yours in today!!
Beverly Mendel, Sisterhood President

September 8 - 12:30 pm
While you’re enjoying your
dessert (provided by Sisterhood)
browse through the items we
have brought out that will be sold
for 15%, 25%, and even 50% off.
If you’d like to help with the
sale, contact Anita at
anitajmed@yahoo.com
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Religious School
Child: Why do I need to ________?
(Insert whatever phrase you wish –
go to bed, take out the garbage, do
my homework, go to school, walk
the dog, etc.)
Parent: BECAUSE I SAID SO!
Sound familiar? This was the stock
answer to many questions during my
youth. For those of us growing up in the pre-internet, handsfree, 1000+ tv channels world, adults ruled the day and their
decisions were not to be questioned. We did not have a
choice, it was set in stone – BECAUSE I SAID SO!
Why do I bring this up as it relates to the topic of the
importance for children to attend High Holiday Services
(HHS)? Jewish guilt. Let me explain. I was the child who
grew up in a household where the month of September
meant being dragged to High Holiday services and sitting
through long sermons. Boredom reigned and I wished that
for a fleeting moment I was not Jewish so I did not have
to suffer through the torture that was HHS. I often looked
around the sanctuary to find my friends who were suffering
with me, and we would immediately place ourselves in the
back of the room so we could talk and not pay attention. We
would try to sneak out as if we were going to the bathroom,
and eventually land in the Youth Lounge to chat and play Air
Hockey. But on the weekday morning service, I would not
find all of my friends. Where were they I would ask myself?
Why are they not here? If I have to suffer, why are they not
suffering alongside me? How do I get out of this? Wait—am
I really asking to go to school instead of this? I would ask
my parents, “Why do I have to be here and Steve is not? His
parents allow him to go to school today. Why am I missing
school for this?” The answer – WE DO NOT CONTROL
WHAT OTHER PARENTS DO. WE CONTROL YOU AND YOU
ARE HERE WITH US - BECAUSE WE SAY SO!
Much has been documented about how my generation –
Gen X – (http://www.huffingtonpost.com/the-mid/generationx-parenting-problem_b_7258314.html) has chosen to
raise our children, some of the choices in stark contrast to
how we were raised. We are the generation of helicopter
parenting. Our children are our friends. We coddle our
children. Everyone is a winner. We cater to our kids’ every
need and desire. We use GPS and apps to monitor the
whereabouts of our teens. We interview our potential
babysitters as if we are screening them for a Federal
security clearance. If our children are not entertained, or if
they find no value in, a program that helps them prepare for
college, we find something else. If we forced our children
to do something using the phrase BECAUSE I SAID SO, we
would be ignored and disregarded.
Back to Jewish guilt. I loved going to camp. I loved
attending youth group. My teen trip to Israel when I was
16 was the most formative experience I had growing up.

Religious school – hated it. Attending services on a regular
basis – YUCK. So how did I end up becoming a Jewish
professional? As soon as I went off to college and had
to begin making decisions that were purely my own, the
little voice in the back of my head (my mother’s voice, of
course) told me that attending HHS was the right thing to
do. Something about Jewish continuity, community, family
– I was supposed to be in services and not in class. I soon
realized that I was making a choice to do something that I
hated as a kid because it was my choice – not my parents’.
The ground work of forming my Jewish identity was laid by
my parents, and cemented by me. I was choosing to be a
committed Jew because of my family, my camp, my friends,
my youth group, and yes, my synagogue.
So why is it important to take your kids to HHS instead
of school? Your choices, your modeling, your Jewish
connection, all of it influences your children. They are
paying attention, even if they are giving you grief. And one
other thing – one missed day of class is not going to keep
them out of college. Missed days of Jewish experiences,
though, could have a lasting impact on their Jewish identity.
So when you get the HH tickets in the mail and see that
Monday morning, September 30, is Rosh Hashanah, go to
shul – BECAUSE I SAID SO!
Phil Hankin, MAJE, Director of Education

September 30
5:00 PM
Oak Meadow Park
Sites 1 & 2
Don’t forget to bring
a picnic dinner for
your family and a
dessert to share.

What is Tashlich?
Tashlich (“to cast away”) is a tradition in which Jews
symbolically cast bread into a body of water, washing
away our sins from the past year. According to Micah
7:19, “God will take us back in love; God will cover up
our iniquities, You will hurl all our sins into the depths of
the sea.” This physical act inspires us to remember our
actions, right our wrongs, and refocus ourselves for the
New Year. To go beyond the annual exercise of thinking
about the misdeeds we’ve done, we need to have the
strength, the will, the determination, and the oneness of
mind to become stronger, purer, and wiser than before.
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A Ritual Committee A
The next time you’re in our sanctuary, I invite you to look
around the room, closely. Do you recognize all the symbols,
all the imagery? The stained glass is beautiful, the carvings
on the ark are exquisite, the motifs in the five sculptures
above the bimah are timeless. But how often do we really
consider the meaning that lies beneath the beauty?
If you’re like me, you’ve been attending services and events
in the sanctuary with the artwork and craftsmanship on
display serving only as a backdrop. It wasn’t until I was with
an interfaith group touring the Temple, that I stopped to
really study the symbols we hang in our place of holiness.
Sure, I was familiar with the ner tamid -- the eternal light
-- which sits above the ark, an everlasting symbol of
God’s presence dating to ancient times. And who doesn’t
recognize the gold-colored menorahs, reminiscent of the
one found in the Temple in Jerusalem in biblical times,
or the Ten Commandments, or the Star of David? And
of course there’s the two flags: the United States “Stars
and Stripes” paired with the Israeli flag, highlighting our
commitment to both our own nation, and the idea of a
Jewish homeland.
It wasn’t those symbols the interfaith group was most
interested in, though. No, their curiosity was piqued
by details in our sanctuary that I didn’t have a ready
explanation for. To start with, the sanctuary is dominated
by two large stained glass artworks; in the lobby, a
pomegranate tree, and in the sanctuary itself, a garden
gate, spread across 12 smaller windows. The pieces were
designed by artists David and Michelle Plachte-Zueibach
from Santa Rosa, California, and were underwritten by
Sidney Levin in loving memory of his wife, Virginia Levin in
the late 90s.
Why pomegranates? Pomegranates are a famous symbol in
Judaism, with their 613(ish) seeds. The tree’s trunk consists
of a jumble of Hebrew letters at its root, symbolizing
the chaos of the world before creation, and at the top
they spell the word “chai”, meaning “life”. And how many
pomegranates are on the tree? Why, 18 of course, since the
Hebrew writing of the number 18 also spells the word “chai”.
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In the sanctuary, the garden gate is interwoven with grape
vines. Summer, where the grape bunches are full and ready
for harvest, is in the left lowest-most panel, and as you
follow the panels clockwise the seasons progress to fall and
winter and spring in the lower right panel. Across the top is
a Hebrew passage from Yom Kippur, translating to “open for
us the gates of blessing”, and in the middle panels, on the
gates themselves are twelve brightly colored square panels,
each representing one of the Tribes of Israel.
That’s not the only place the Twelve Tribes are represented!
The ark doors themselves are carved down the sides with
a similar list of tribes, each again associated with a lion or
camel or snake or other symbol representing that tribe.
Between those, on the doors of the ark, are the letters Kaf
Tav, short for Keter Torah, meaning “crown of the Torah”,
with a literal crown above them.
And lastly, above the bimah itself, are the five sculptures
making up the frieze of the sanctuary, one for each of the
five annual biblical festivals in Judaism. Rosh Hashanah is
represented with a shofar and a scale, calling us to worship
and weighing the measure of the year. Yom Kippur is
represented with the name of God being sounded from the
Holy of Holies, calling back to Temple times. A lulav, etrog,
shach, and some sun rays decorate the piece dedicated
to Sukkot. A seder plate, matzah, and four glasses of wine
symbolize Passover. And lastly, Shavuot is shown with the
Ten Commandments shining down brightly from Mount Sinai.
As the Temple is going through a process of transformation
and renovation, putting “visual tefillah” screens up,
modernizing the sound system, upgrading the seating,
refinishing the surfaces, the timeless symbols of Judaism
and our community will continue to hold a central meaning
to us as a congregation. I invite you to study them closer,
as well as the symbols and historic items found in the
chapel and foyers. Our Temple Emanu-El is a treasure, and
the symbols we choose to surround ourselves with are
enduring reminders of its lasting legacy.
Branden Frederick, Ritual Committee Chair
With research by Deborah Zimmer
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Brotherhood
The preeminent events for Brotherhood are the High
Holidays move and the construction of the Sukkah. Every
year we agonize over the move schedule and search for
members available to help. I’m not 100% sure when this
article will show up in Connections, so if it is before the
holidays, please come join us to help with the move; if
after the holiday, Shana Tovah and plan on helping next
year. Participate at the level comfortable to you: loading
and unloading the truck with furniture, artifacts and books;
assembling the Sukkah in the courtyard; or just providing
moral support. Any participation is appreciated. If you do
nothing else with Brotherhood, member or not, this is when
we need the most help. Our move this year starts with
loading the truck at the Temple on Saturday, September 29.
Be a mensch! Come join us! It’s a mitzvah!
To warm up for the big move, we will hold the annual
Back-to-School Pancake Breakfast and BBQ—another
excellent opportunity for bonding. If you have children or
grandchildren in religious school, or maybe one of your
children teaches religious school, come by, grab a snack
and help us serve.
If you are inspired to join Brotherhood, now is the time to
pay your dues. You can do that with your phone or online
(enticement to millennials), or just come to a meeting, have
a bagel and pay in cash. Even though I try to stick to my low
carb diet, I really look forward to my Brotherhood bagel. I

Volunteer at
High Holy Days
Have you ever wondered why you are greeted by
many of the same faces at the Heritage Theater during
High Holy Days?
That’s because more than half of our volunteers make
it a point to be a part of the HHD crew each year. It is
an opportunity to be of service and to see many of your
Temple friends.
Openings are available for Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur, evenings and mornings, as well as Break the Fast.
Positions involve tasks such as checking tickets, handing
out service pamphlets, changing the books from one
service to the next, and monitoring the doors when the
ark is open. It does involve standing for about half an
hour at a time.
Join us this year and see for yourself. We would love to
have you as part of the team.
To find out more information, please email/contact
admin@templesanjose.org.

tell myself that the lox and cream cheese counteract the
offending bagel. Hey! A bagel is only 48 grams of carbs
– that’s only a day’s worth! If you are training for the SF
Marathon, have two.
The Joke of the Day is a legitimate item on our meeting
agenda. Some of them can be repeated, some cannot. Here
is one I am working on – let me know what you think:
How many Brotherhood members does it take to screw in a
light bulb?
Four: one to convince others to do it, a second to find
someone to donate the bulb, a third to ask how many
members we have, and how many lightbulbs we have, and
one to screw it in—next month.
Remember:
• Come to a meeting – no pressure – bring a lightbulb if
you want
• Watch out for the upcoming Jewish Film Festival
• Prepare to help us move for the High Holidays
• Bring tools and help build the Sukkah
Steve Wernick

Brotherhood would like to wish you a
wonderful school year.
The first day of religious school is
September 8
and Brotherhood invites you
to enjoy a free pancake breakfast
for the students at
8:00 AM in the BFR!
Parents are welcome to join as they send their kids off
for a great year of religious school!

Join Brotherhood for a delicious,
free, BBQ lunch on the opening day
of religious school on
September 8th at 12:30 PM.
Perfect for families,
empty-nesters, singles,
couples and more.
Prospective members are
welcome to tour our facility
and get to know our Religious
School, clergy, and staff.
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My Take on Torah — D’varim
This week’s portion is called D’varim. It’s the first portion
in Deuteronomy and Moses’ last time with the Israelites
before sending them off to the Promised Land. Moses
shares with the people that they have stayed long enough
at this mountain. They’ve heard enough words. In fact,
D’varim means “Words”. And yet… here stands Moses, a
man of few words throughout most of the Torah. But now
he espouses many, many words before sending his people
off- all 600,000 of them. Remember that he isn’t going to
the promised land. Moab is his final destination. And he
wants to be sure that the people of Israel follow God’s law.
They have spent 40 years in exile going way back to the
Sea of Reeds, into the desert regions and back again as a
new generation of Israelites. He warns them that obedience
brings blessings and disobedience brings disaster. He
truly wants them to succeed. He wants them to be fruitful
and to multiply. He wants them to enter the land of milk
and honey. So he recounts their travels. He recounts all of
Torah for them so they don’t forget. He reminds them of the
sins they’ve committed including: Complaining- if only we’d
have died in the desert, Committing sins with the Moabite
women, Complaining of Israel at the start of the exodus
from Egypt, The sin of the spies, Libeling the white manna,
mutiny against Moses and of course the all too famous Sin
of the Golden Calf. His greatest message to all of Israel was,
Trust in your Lord! There are many opportunities to doubt or
question. But remember that you are asked to trust God.
Now we all know the end result of this pep talk even if
Moses never got to see it to fruition. We know that the
people crossed into the Promised land and flourished
creating a great and prolific nation. We know that through
many trials and tribulations, we are still standing. We still
gather as a Jewish people, study the Torah and try to live

Shabarbecue
Thank You
We would like to thank
everyone who joined us for
Shabarbecue on August
9th! We had well over 150
people in attendance, it was
a perfect evening, and a
great way as a community to
welcome Shabbat. We look
forward to seeing everyone
the next Shabarbecue in the
future.
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by its principles. I’m sure we would collectively agree that
Moses succeeded. Whatever his words, whatever his tone,
whatever his delivery- he got the job done! So I wonder what
it was about him that made him a great leader? What was his
exact rhetoric? Did he build his people up? Did he remind
them that they have everything they need within themselves
to carry out their purpose and complete their mission? Did
they feel empowered? Was Moses a bipartisan leader? Did
he respect the rights of others, no matter what their color,
role, station in life or their beliefs? Did he have the ability to
recognize his errors and to rectify them if needed? Was he
devoted to duty and honor? Did he lead by example and
motivate others to achieve? I wasn’t there. I can only guess
based on the results that he was all of these things. And if he
was.. then let him be our example. Let us look to leaders like
Moses to create a mighty nation. Let us rise up and be the
very people Moses asked us to be as we move forward and
heal from the wounds our country has recently endured. We
are as good as our collective selves. We have great power
as a people to make a great nation. We are continually
challenged to recount, to question, to decide and to take
action. This is what Moses asked us to do.
Al Shlosha D’varim -- The world is sustained by three
things, Truth, Justice and Peace
Sherri Wiesner
d’var for Board of Trustees, Aug. 6
VP of Education of Youth, Board of Trustees 2019-20
Sherri has been a lifetime member of Temple Emanu-el. She grew up
going to the religious school, had her B’nei Mitzvah (with her twin brother)
and got married to David Wiesner here at temple. They are raising their
daughter, Samantha, here as well. Temple Emanu-el is her home away
from home!

Connections

Kever Avot
the Graves of
our Fathers
Each year between Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur,
time is taken to remember those members of our family
and community who have died, either recently or in
years past. The holidays bring up many feelings and
the absence of loved ones can be felt more acutely at
this time of year. Temple Emanu-El, and Congregations
Shir Hadash, Beth David, and Sinai jointly sponsor
these services which are free and open to the entire
community. This year, services will be held on Sunday,
October 6 at 1:00 PM in the Chapel of Roses at the Oak
Hill Memorial Park in San Jose.
The custom of visiting the graves of deceased parents
(thus Kever Avot, the graves of our fathers), either
during the month of Elul or during the days between
the High Holy Days, is of longstanding within the Jewish
community. It is often traced back to Jacob’s having
buried Rachel on the way to Ephrath near Bethlehem,
so that she could later pray for her children, the people
of Israel, as they passed by her grave on the way to
Babylonian Exile (Jeremiah 31:15 ) and to Caleb who we
are told in the Talmud, took time during his scouting
out the land, to visit the graves of the Patriarchs and
Matriarchs in Hebron.

Yizkor
With the High Holy Days upon us, we offer a chance to
communally remember those who have passed away.
Each year, we create our Yizkor (Memorial) book to
honor the loved ones who have died. Traditionally, the
formal expression of Yizkor is prayer (Kaddish) and
donations in their memory (Yizkor Book)

Mazel Tov

New Book by Temple Member
A new children’s picture book, written by long time temple
member and teacher Norma Slavit, is now available online.
The Elephant Who Had Allergies (ISBN: 978-0-57822043-7), written for children 4–7 years old, has creative
repetitive lines that help the student with reading
readiness. The whimsical illustrations, by Hannah Chang,
stretch the child’s imagination.
Norma has previously written the children’s picture books
Peaches, Frog and the Man in the Moon and September
Thanksgiving.
To preview The Elephant Who Had Allergies, go to
Amazon.com, Barnes & Noble, or Lulu.com. For more
information, call Norma at 408-253-7200.

Mazel Tov

To Berry and Teri Kane on the birth of their grandson
Hayze Levy Kane, son of Alex and Lindsay Kane.

Todah Rabah

Thank you to Shirley Lee for all her Neighborhood
Havdalah planning and organization. We appreciate all
the time and effort you have put into the event.
We can’t forget all of the Neighborhood Havadalah
hosts, for graciously opening up their homes to the
congregation. Thank you to Eric & Kelly Snyder, Daniel &
Shirley Lee, Robin Feinman-Marino, and Bruce Frederick.

Break-The-Fast Information

The Temple Emanu-El Yizkor Book is an opportunity
to fulfill this mitzvah. Full Family Page ($236) Half
Family Page ($118) Individual Listing ($36/line)

Temple Emanu-El is pleased to provide a Kiddush style
Break-the-Fast following the Neilah service on Yom
Kippur. Break the Fast is open to the community and is a
wonderful way to end Yom Kippur as a spiritual Family.

Baby & Tot Shabbat

There is no cost to attend, but your RSVP is requested
so that we are able to provide enough food. While this
event is free to attend, we are able to provide this break
the fast thanks to the generosity of sponsorships.

Welcome back! We’re excited to kick off the fall
season with our Baby Shabbat and Tot Shabbat! We
hope that you had a relaxing summer break. Our
first Baby Shabbat will be on Saturday, September
14th at 9:00 AM, and Tot Shabbat (with a free dinner)
on Friday, September 20th at 6:00 PM. Mark your
calendars and we look forward to seeing you there!

Please consider being a sponsor.
Sponsorship Levels include: Platinum ($144), Gold ($72)
Other donation amounts are welcome.
Please mail in your sponsorship donation or register
online.
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This list includes contributions made on or between 07/15/2019–08/15/2019.

Thank You for Your Generous Contributions
20/20 Project

General Fund

Ethel Ress, in memory of Aaron Ress

Mark & Bette Emanuel, in memory of
Ray Levine

Mark & Susan Fredkin

Iva Rose, in memory of the yahrzeits
of Francisco Machado and
Conceicao Machado

Yvonne Nemec, in memory of
John Nemec

Vicki Harrison and Peter Ullmann, in
memory of Andrea Laber’s dear sister
Karina

JoAnn Shank, in honor of the marriage of
Steve Krandel & Allyson Landers

Dr. Robert & Jo Anne Hersch, in memory
of Joan Hersch

Sybil Sommer, in honor of the marriage
of Steve Krandel & Allyson Landers

Dr. Robert & Jo Anne Hersch, in memory
of Ruth Jaffee

Carol Thailer, in memory of Ray Levine

Deborah Katzman, in memory of
Mary Brenner

Alvin Ravel Garden Fund
Robert & Rhonda Hansen, in memory of
Sam Fishoff

Jacob & Pauline Braunstein, in memory
of Paul Bender

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Bobi Levine, in honor of Cantor
Amanda Edmondson

Choir Fund
Barbara Lotman, in honor of the birth of
Levi Everett Medeirosman, grandson of
Anita & Bill Medeiros
Dr. Lawrence & Ruth Ross, in memory of
our beloved mother Eva Reznikov
Norma Slavit, in memory of Howard
Kauffman

Endowment Fund
Ellis M. Chernoff, in memory of
Richard G. Davis
Marvin & Joan Fox, in memory of
Evelyn Fox
Marvin & Joan Fox, in honor of the
birthday of Robert Fox
Marvin & Joan Fox, in honor of the
anniversary of Ruth and Robert Fox

Facilities For Aged Fund

Joyce Donahoo, in memory of
Rabbi Joseph Gitin
Joyce Donahoo, in memory of her
grandfather Elias Papkin

Bobi Levine, in memory of Lillie Levine

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

Bobi Levine, in memory of Leah Yaffee

Manfred Ascher & Gloria Melmon
Ascher, in memory of Edna Novak

Bobi Levine, in memory of Sam Gellman

Campership Fund

Michael Elman Campership
Fund

Bobi Levine, in memory of Sarah Ruby

Dr. Allan & Judith Bernstein, in memory
of Ruth Bernstein

Judith Sapper, in memory of
Florence Marcus

Dr. Allan & Judith Bernstein, in memory
of Nathan Primack

Mitzi Sapper, in memory of
Florence Marcus

Robert & Ruth Fox, in honor of the
marriage of Steven Krandel &
Allyson Landers

JoAnn Shank, in honor of the birth of
Levi Medeiros, grandson of Anita and
Bill Medeiros

Israel Scholarship Fund
Deborah Katzman, in memory of
Alfred Brenner
Deborah Katzman, in memory of
Julius Katzman

Judith Jurman Omens Cemetery
Beautification Fund
Joan Green, in memory of her mother
Billie Walters
David & Jyl Jurman, in memory of
Daniel Pollack
David & Jyl Jurman, in memory of
Judi Jurman Omens
Rubin & Arlene Jurman, in memory of
Daniel Heath Pollack

Eugene & Marilyn Handloff, in honor
of the 20th Anniversary of Rabbi
Dana Magat with Temple Emanu-El
Bobi Levine, in honor of Rabbi
Dana Magat
Bernice Moos, in honor of the bar
mitzvah of Kadin and Dylan Solpon
Yvonne Nemec, in appreciation of
Rabbi Dana Magat
Sheri Prizant and family, in loving
memory of Jeffrey Prizant
Sheri Prizant, in loving memory of
Jerry Prizant
Sheri Prizant and family, in great
appreciation of Rabbi Dana Magat
Megan & Tom Rice, on the occasion of
the bris of Colton Rice
Norma Slavit, in memory of Ray Levine
Mark & Lynette Tannen, in memory of
Joseph Tannenbaum

Wanda Pollack, in memory of Eva Leve

Rubin & Arlene Jurman, in memory of
Judith Jurman Omens

Norma Slavit, in memory of Rose and
Max Kaufmann

Rubin & Arlene Jurman, in memory of
Ida Ofsaiof

Religious School Fund

Wanda Pollack and family, in memory of
Daniel Pollack

Yvonne Nemec, in memory of
John Nemec

Carol Thailer, in memory of her daughter
Lisa Wiviott

If you would like to make a contribution, visit www.templesanjose.org
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We Remember

Those we have lost in years past
September 6 | Sylvia Abrams Jones, Pam Allison, Nathan Aronoff,
Benjamin Aronson, Anne Barnett, Ruth Bernstein, Lillian Borts,
Gene Brister, Sara Brockman, Rachel Brown, Jack Cherkasky,
Herbert Cohen, Eileen Judith Cohen, Rick Davis, Harry Forster,
Evelyn Fox, Marilyn Friedlander, Fania Galperin, George Goldstein,
Roma Green, Al Greenberg, Friedel Herscher, Fred Karpel,
Evangeline Kaufman, Isadore Koltun, Edward Kraft, Andres Laber,
Joel Landau, Linda Landers, Irene Levine, Shelley Malcolm, Fred
Paul Miller, Bernard Nathan, Karl Pearson, Daniel Pollack, Elaine
Purwin, Louise Recht, Roberta Mendel Rivera, Ann Richman,
Carolyn Robinson, Donald Rosen, George Rosenberg, Ernest Rott,
Sophie Schatten, Raymond Sommer, Gladys Sussman Maxey,
Charles “Bud” Sweet, Henry Tucker, Herb Turnbull, Nini Ungar,
Louise Friedland Weis, Michael White, Elizabeth Wilbur, Alice
Wohlstadter, Louis Wolfson, Goldie Zasloff, Adolph Ziegler
September 13 | Burton Alberts, Richard Bergoffen, Jacob
Berman, Shirley Blauner, Suzanne Blickman, Gladys Cherkasky,
Morris Chusid, Morton Jerome Citron, Leigh Davis, Bernard
Domroy, Ephraim Engleman, Abraham Freiberg, Sarah Friedman,
Anne Gambord, Leonard Gaon, Dr. Samuel Ginsburg, Benjamin
Goldberg, Dora Golob, Sara Gordon, Rose Greenberg, Morris
Heller, Leila Henderson, Ron Hoffman, David Meyer Katz, Estelle
Kramer, Bernard Kramer, Sophie Krown, Faye Leiter, Maria
Lipovetsky, Yankel Lutvak, William Minkin, Mattie Morgan, Sidney
Motel, Jeffrey Nadler, Ida Ofsaiof, Judith Lynn Jurman Omens,
Jack Leon Passovoy, Meyer Pollock, Pauline Saltman, Winnie
Schare, Sidney Shapiro, Fran Shussett, Arthur Silverman, Florence

Silverman, Fanny Stein, Dorothy Unell, Francis James Wank,
George Weintraub, Lisa Wiviott, Werner Wolff
September 20 | Benjamin Alfred Abelson, Sidney David
Ackerman, Lana Barowsky, David Barowsky, Naftali Behar,
Rebecca Borts, Jesko Chermak, Sussman Cohen, Bill Cox,
Anthony Ferman, Benjamin Gabrilowitz, Henry Goldberg, Dorothy
Golding, William Grant, Helen Greenberg, Adolf Herd, Louis
Hoffman, Thomas Ivy, Alice Jackson, Philip Klein, Robert Larsen,
Becca Lasek, Jonathan Lorber, Sonia Meyer, Ireene R. Miller, Harry
Newman, Eric Pangilinan, Clara Poley, Jack Port, Bebe Prizant,
Elvin Ress, Ruthe Rosenberg, Augusta Kaskell Rothholz, Mike
Rudin, Marie Rusnak, Diane Schneider, Fanny Schonwetter, Nathan
Siegel, George Slossberg, Darlene Smilek, Rose Steinberg, Amy
Swartz, David Werba, Helaine Wiesner, Bill Williams, Edith Ziff
September 27 | Morris Altman, Ted Blumberg, Jules Brand,
Mildred Brenner, Stuart Brown, Abraham Cherkasky, Elaine
Levin Cobb, Nathaniel Davis, Eva Emanuel, Leah Haas Frank,
Victor Ganz, Florine Griff Falk, David Heerwagen, John Heldt,
Leo Herscher, Gary Hoffman, Bessie Horwitz, Samuel Jacobs,
Richard Johnson, Jacob E. Jones, Celia Pransky Kadis, Cheryl
Kamm, Sarah Kaplan, Eli Kostant, Rose Koster, Etta Krohn, Felisa
Laber, Mo Livchitz, Evelyn Hammer Loth, Lee Jacob May, Arthur
Milbert, Samuel Miller, Arlene Nathans, Betty Faye Nosanov, Yetta
Polansky, Jerry Rosen, Lillian Satler, Sol Schneiderman, Israel
Schneiderman, Paula Senigaglia, Mildred Shev, Max Snyder,
Hy Sokol, Ruth Timpson, Marion Wallace, Louis Weiner, Stewart
Weinstock, Ruth Wernick, Sara Widman, Mae S. Wilets, Else Wolff,
Ralph Woods

If you would like to advertise in Temple Emanu-El’s Connections
contact Oliver Housman at oliver@templesanjose.org.
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14855 Oka Road, Los Gatos, CA 95032

Jewish education, enrichment
classes, tness,aquatics,
camp, after-school activities,
cultural programs, event
rentals, and more.
www.apjcc.org

WHY
MELTON?
Because Melton is
the Jewish education
I never had.
Fall 2019 Classes at the JCC
•Jewish Medical Ethics
•Jewish Parenting:
Foundations of Family Living

For more information,
visit apjcc.org/melton
A PROJECT OF THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM

14855 Oka Road, Los Gatos CA 95032
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Religious School
Mishpacha Sheli
(My Family)

Erev Rosh Hashanah
Congregational
Service

9:30 AM
9:30 AM

7:30 PM

Rosh Hashanah
Children’s Service
10:00 AM Rosh Hashanah
Congregational Service
10:00 AM Rosh Hashanah
Child Care
5:00 PM Tashlich

9:00 AM

		

		

Israeli Dancing
Jews & Brews

12:00 PM Lunch and Learn
Torah Study with
Rabbi
4:30 PM Religious School

Religious School

4:30 PM

		

7:30 PM
7:30 PM

9:30 AM Religious School
10:30 AM Sisterhood Meeting

12:00 PM Lunch and Learn
with the Cantor

12:00 PM Lunch and Learn
with the Rabbi
4:30 PM Religious School

7:30 PM

Board of Trustees
Meeting
Israeli Dancing

Opening Day
Pancake Breakfast
9:00 AM Brotherhood Meeting
9:30 AM Religious School
11:00 AM Green Team Meeting
12:30 PM Back to School BBQ &
Open House

8:30 AM

Labor Day

7:00 PM
Ritual Committee
Meeting

		

		

6:00 PM

SEPTEMBER 2019

6:30 PM

Shabbat HaNefesh

Tot Shabbat with
Free Dinner
Erev Shabbat Service

6:00 PM
7:00 PM

Erev Shabbat Service

Erev Shabbat Service

7:00 PM

7:00 PM

Clergy led Minyan
Selichot Film and
Discussion
Selichot Special Oneg
Selichot Services

9:00 AM
6:30 PM
8:00 PM
9:00 PM

Baby Shabbat

9:00 AM

10:00 AM Paws Shabbat in
Nature

Connections
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Clergy____________________________________________________________
Dana Magat | Senior Rabbi – rabbimagat@templesanjose.org
Amanda Edmondson | Cantor – cantoramanda@templesanjose.org
Joseph Gitin, D.D. (z”l) | Rabbi Emeritus

Committee Chairs__________________________________________________
Bobi Levine/Rebecca Frederick | Havurot Coordinatorsr – havurah@templesanjose.org
Dan Lee | Membership Commitment – dues@templesanjose.org
Uri Gottfeld | Facilities – facilities@templesanjose.org
Jamie Gold | Marketing – marketing@templesanjose.org
Branden Frederick | Ritual – ritual@templesanjose.org
Robert Levy | Tikkun Olam – to@templesanjose.org
TBD | Membership – membership@templesanjose.org
TBD | Leadership Development – leadership@templesanjose.org
Mira Karp | Religious School – rscommittee@templesanjose.org
Fagie Rosen and Harriet Saltzman | Caring Committee – caring@templesanjose.org
TBD | Endowment Committee – endowment@templesanjose.org
Denise Moreno | Preschool Committee – pscommittee@templesanjose.org

General Fund
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Alvin Ravel Garden Fund
Beverly Jordan Temple Beautification Fund
Judith Jurman Omens Cemetery
Beautification Fund
Lou and Clara Juren Library Fund
Ralph Goldeen Library Fund
Endowment Fund

Religious Funds
Harold Cahn Prayerbook Fund
Kenneth Gordon Children’s Prayerbook Fund
Susanne & Maurice Tucker High Holy Days
Music Fund
Ida F. Kragen Consecration and Caring Fund

Youth Funds

Staff_____________________________________________________________
Stephanie Pollock | Executive Director – stephanie@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 ext. 233
Barbara Smead | Director, Early Childhood Education – barbara@templesanjose.org | 408-293-8660 | #434404443
Phil Hankin | Director of Education – phil@templesanjose.org | 408-292-3223
Shantha Smith | Bookkeeper – shantha@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 x235
Iris Bendahan | Administrative Assistant & Clergy Support – iris@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 x 231
Oliver Housman | Marketing & Communications Coordinator – oliver@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 x234
Cherie Ravel | Cemetery Administrator – cherie@templesanjose.org | 408-674-5867

Board of Trustees__________________________________________________
Deborah Zimmer | President – president@templesanjose.org
Eric Snider | Secretary – secretary@templesanjose.org
Jamie Gold | VP Membership – vpmembership@templesanjose.org
Larry Fox | VP Development – vpdevelopment@templesanjose.org
David Heiman | Treasurer – treasurer@templesanjose.org
Ilene Tucker | VP Administration – vpadmin@templesanjose.org
Sherri Wiesner | VP Education and Youth – vprey@templesanjose.org
Andrew Weinberg | Immediate Past President
Steve Krandel
Branden Frederick
Jessica Blitchok
Shirley Lee
Kim Jackman
Christina Blue
Denise Moreno
Mira Karp
Dr. Nathaniel Cohen

Award/Operating and Tribute Funds

Religious School Fund
Religious School Enrichment Fund
Betty Rinsler Religious School
Endowment Fund
Weintraub Religious School Scholarship Fund
Youth Enrichment Fund
Leonard and Bernice Gaon Campership Fund
Michael Elman Campership Fund
Milton Fox Campership Fund
Phyllis Matzner Campership Fund
Israel Scholarship Fund
Susanne C. Blickman Arts and Crafts Fund
Sid Rosenberg Religious School Senior Trip
Fund

Cultural Funds
Choir Fund
Phyllis Omel Junior Choir Fund
Bertram Berns Music Fund
Shank-Rockman Family Sound System Fund
Scholar in Residence Fund

Community Funds
Fagie Rosen
Richard Rusnak
Steve Wernick

Auxiliaries________________________________________________________
Shannon Brown | Brotherhood President – brotherhood@templesanjose.org
Beverly Mendel | Sisterhood President – sisterhood@templesanjose.org
Samuel Messinger | EESY President – youthgroup@templesanjose.org
CONNECTIONS is published 10 times a year by Temple Emanu-El, 1010 University Ave., San Jose, CA 95126.
Making a contribution to one of Temple Emanu-El’s many funds is a wonderful way to
honor your friends and family. You may make contributions in honor of a birth, a birthday,
brit milah, baby naming, Bar/Bat Mitzvah, confirmation, graduation, engagement,
wedding, anniversary, promotion, new home, special occasion or just because. You may
also make contributions for get-well wishes, condolences, remembrances and yahrzeits.

Accompaniment Fund
Facilities for the Aged Fund (Chai House)
JoAnne Salman-Tehrani Homeless Fund

Other Tribute Opportunities
$36 - Prayerbook Tribute
$218/$500/$750 - Tree of Life
Leaf/small/large rock
$500 - Sanctuary Chair Plaque
$750 - Memorial Plaque (in sanctuary foyer)

Opportunities in
Levin Learning Center
$5,000 - Stair Plaque
$10,000 - Library Column Dedication
$25,000 - Room Dedication

Contact the Admin team for
additional opportunities.

