
Annual Campaign
Members and Friends of Temple Emanu-El, A 
huge thank you to everyone who has supported 
the 2018 Annual Campaign so far! Our 2019 
Annual Campaign kicked off on Erev Rosh 
Hashanah and ends on December 31st. We have 
an aggressive annual campaign goal this year of 
$75,000 toward an overall objective of continuing 

the Temple’s wide ranging services and programs. The Annual Campaign is a 
key fundraising source that allows the Temple to fund programs, events, and 
educational opportunities. If you have not yet done so, please consider making 
a contribution that is significant to you. This is your chance to make a difference 
in your community. All donations are appreciated and are tax deductible. Please 
go to our website at www.templesanjose.org and click “Annual Campaign” under 
“Giving” to learn more and make a donation. We are thankful for your support and 
look forward to a great upcoming year for our congregation.
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November Service Schedule

Friday, November 1

6:00 PM Congregational Shabbat Dinner

7:00 PM Erev Shabbat Service

Saturday, November 2:

9:00 AM  Yoga Shabbat with Rabbi Laurie 
Matzkin

10:30 AM  Bat Mitzvah of Maya Schwartzberg

6:00 PM  Rosh Chodesh with Havdalah

Friday, November 8:

7:00 PM  Erev Shabbat Service

Saturday, November 9:

9:00 AM  Baby Shabbat

10:30 AM  Bar Mitzvah of Beckett Lee-Messer

Friday, November 15

6:00 PM  Tot Shabbat with Free Dinner

7:00 PM  Erev Shabbat Service

Saturday, November 16

10:30 AM  Bar Mitzvah of Benjamin Straus

Friday, November 22

6:30 PM  Kabbalat Shabbat

Saturday, November 23

10:30 AM  Bar Mitzvah of Joshua Morris

Friday, November 29

6:30 PM  Kabbalat Shabbat Service  
 led by Ritual Committee

1010 University Ave.

San Jose, CA 95126

408-292-0939

www.templesanjose.org

facebook.com/templesanjose 

 twitter.com/templesanjose 

admin@templesanjose.org

Sunday,  
December 8
5:30-8:30 PM

An Interfaith Thanksgiving Service
Sunday, November 24, 6:30 PM

We can celebrate being thankful together at the annual 
Interfaith Thanksgiving—to be held this year on Sunday, 
November 24 at 6:30 PM at the Willow Glen  
United Methodist Church. The Temple choir,  
the Interfaith choir, the MazelTones and an  
Interfaith youth choir will all be participating  
in these lovely services. Please stay  
tuned to our Happenings E-mail  
and website for further information  
and details.

Students (14–21): $18

General Admission: $54

(Reserved premium tables  
available: 10 people  
per table). $650 

Childcare is available for  
children ages 2–11 years old. 

Join us for Latkes and Laughs!

There’s nothing better than 
an evening of comedy and 
jokes, while enjoying fresh 
potato pancakes! We invite 
you and your friends to 
join us for another year of 
Latkes and Laughs. Both 
members and non-members 
are welcome to attend this 
hilarious evening!

Featuring:

Jeff Applebaum

Rachael Berman

Scott Blakeman
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Erev Rosh Hashanah 
Sermon, 5780

“Listening to the Other”

It is wild to imagine that 
this is my 21st High Holy 
Days with you. That means 
I have delivered over 100 
High Holy Day Sermons. 
And I have yet to repeat 
a sermon! (that I can 
remember) I am lucky that 
the old line that each rabbi 
only has one sermon has 
not been the case for me. I 
have at least two!

But sermons are dependent on new experiences and this 
year I was very blessed to have the opportunity for some 
sabbatical time in which I was able to have new experiences. 
Since it needed to be broken up over time, I had a segment 
in December, this summer and little more is coming at the 
end of the year.

This summer for example, I had significant time to focus on 
family - from building my soon to be grandchild’s crib in my 
daughters and son-in-laws new home to jet skiing with my 
son on his 21st birthday to processing time with my wife as 
we strengthen our communication with each other. 

This time has been so important for me and my family. And 
I have spent a lot of time reflecting on how in less than two 
months I will be a Grandfather! A Papa. Wow!!! Crazy!!! Am I 
even old enough! (oh I am!)

Watching one’s daughter going through pregnancy is one of 
the most incredible things I have ever experienced in my life. 

And from an emotional level there is so much going on. 
Those of you who have become grandparents, and we have 
some professional grandparents in the house, you know 
how emotional it is.

This summer I have spent a long time thinking about this 
change. My role as Papa, I am not concerned with, it feels 
natural to me. What I have focused on is how this change will 
impact my relationship with my daughter. 

The answer is I don’t know. But I think the secret lies in 
looking at what is most important. Giving my opinion, as 
you know comes very naturally to me!!! And there are times 
I need to say something. But not every time and even not 
most of the time. My role is to be a big ear!!! To be the 
best listener I can be. That is what my daughter has always 
needed and that is exactly what she will need moving into 
her next chapter of life.

Truth be told, listening is something we all need to be doing 
more often. It feels like we care more about saying how we 

feel or focusing on what is on our mind, than listening to 
another’s opinion.

That is why the earlier part of my sabbatical last December 
was so important. You see, I spent the month working with 
my interfaith partner Father Jon Pedigo at Catholic charities. 
I was able to work with a small think tank about the future 
of Catholic Charities which was neat to be a part of… but 
the real work with Father Jon was going into East San Jose 
during a very holy month for Catholics. Father Jon serves 
these communities which are Hispanic, New immigrants, 
those without papers, indigenous people who can trace their 
American lineage farther back than most of us and others.

He would do a mass, I would say something that he 
translated. But my real task was to just observe and listen. To 
take it all in. To just be with this community.

And it was magnificient! I have some great video. From 
Native American fire dancing to incredible drumming rituals. 
It was wonderful to see these people celebrating not just 
their religious identity but their cultural identity as well. It was 
so cool to take in and be a part of. I was overwhelmed by 
their hospitality and how they welcomed me with open arms 
and loving energy. And after the fifth one of these I felt so 
comfortable and at home. I did not usually understand the 
language, but I understood the feeling and the intention.

That experience was about observing and listening. I asked 
questions, I listen to stories and thoughtful convictions. 
And the impact it has had on me I am still contemplating. 
After that experience, I have tried to listen a lot more. For I 
recognize that much of our society seems focused on telling 
others how we feel and trying to convince them that they 
should have that feeling. 

To state the obvious, we are living in divisive times! And 
I needed to recognize how it has impacted me and how 
judgmental things have become.

It feels like no one is listening to anyone. That we care 
more about expressing our point of view and then trying to 
convince another that our point of view is correct and theirs 
is wrong!

I think our society needs a ……Talmudic lesson!!!

Well I got one!

The legendary Talmudic duel of Hillel and Shammai who 
were first century Tannas (teachers) have a classic argument 
about the famous Korach rebellion found in the Torah. To 
give you a little back ground on the story… Korach and his 
fellow rebels accused Moses of nepotism, of failure, and 

above all of being a fraud — of attributing to God decisions 
and laws that Moses had devised for his own benefit. 

continued on page 4

Words From the Rabbi
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Here we are, toward the end of the secular year. Especially 
important to me in November is the secular holiday of 
Thanksgiving. I love the food and family gatherings, which 
are different from those holiday dinners of the Jewish year. 
This year, I am particularly thankful for being a Jew. To know 
that we can live our values is a real gift. 

You already know how much I love the cycle of the Jewish 
year. I really liked a recent article by the Orthodox Rebbetzin, 
who wrote about “bringing Judaism home.” Here’s her 
summary: “The High Holy Days are serious; Sukkot is joyful; 
Chanukah is grateful; Purim is celebratory; Passover is regal 
and familial; Shavuot is pomp and ceremony.” 

I am grateful that we can share this journey through the 
Jewish year.

We can celebrate being thankful together at the annual 
Interfaith Thanksgiving—to be held this year on Sunday, 
November 24 at 6:30 PM at the Willow Glen United 
Methodist Church. Please stay tuned to our Happenings 
E-mail and website for further information and details.

For those of you who weren’t at the Heritage Theatre, 
I’d like to share a bit of what I said from the bimah on Kol 
Nidre. It was about a new revelation for me of L’dor v’dor, 
from generation to generation. It started on the first day 
of Religious School in September, the same day as the 
Preschool Back to School picnic.

I have been a member of this wonderful congregation 
for more than 25 years. And there, at the end of that first 
Religious School session and again with the preschool 
families at the Rose Garden, I saw young adults who were 
there as parents. These are people who were students 
in Religious School when I first joined Temple Emanu-El. 
And now, they are bringing up their children as part of our 
community. Let that sink in for a moment. We, our families, 
are part of the links between past, present and future. 
Just as our predecessors built our current synagogue at 
1010 University Avenue after the original Bickur Cholim 
Congregation at 3rd and San Antonio was destroyed by fire, 
we are now the connection to future generations.

That connection is also an important part of our Endowment 
Fund, which I also mentioned on Kol Nidre. This is how we 
help provide for the future. The best part is, it’s a “No Money 
Now” program. I am so proud of our congregation because, 
of all the South Bay synagogues, we have the largest 
number of people who have included Temple Emanu-El in 
their will or trust. What a wonderful accomplishment! Thank 
you to everyone who has already made that commitment. 
And, if you do not yet have the Temple listed as one of your 
beneficiaries (or if you don’t have a will yet), this could be a 
perfect time to make that happen. And, even cooler, when 
you inform the Temple office that you have done this, you 
will get a wonderful leaf on our L’Dor v’Dor Legacy Society 
Board in the hallway between the sanctuary foyer and the 
patio! We will celebrate our Legacy society donors at a 
Shabbat service on January 24th, 2020. More information 
to come later. If you have any questions, please contact 
the Temple Emanu-El Office at 408-292-0939. 

I am excited to be representing Temple Emanu-El at the URJ 
Biennial in Chicago in December. What an opportunity to 
connect with thousands (yes, thousands) of other Reform 
Jews for prayer, study, informative workshops and of course, 
food. It’s one thing to know intellectually that we are one of 
more than 900 congregations affiliated with the URJ. But it 
is inspiring and joyous to be with leaders from around the 
country and the world, and to learn from them and with them. 

Wishing you a Thanksgiving season of gratitude and 
blessings. And good food.

Deborah Zimmer, Temple Emanu-El President

From the President
(From the Shabbat evening liturgy, page 177,  
Mishkan T’filah)

God of Goodness, we give thanks
for the gift of life, wonder beyond words;
for the awareness of soul, our light within;
for the word around us, so filled with beauty;
for the richness of the earth, which day by day sustains us;
for all these and more, we offer thanks.

   (Judith Z. Abrams)

Do you have difficulty hearing  
the services in the Sanctuary?

If so, please inform a service usher, 
service greeter, or a custodian and they 
will gladly provide you with a listening 

device that will amplify the sound.
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So grave was the attack that it became, for the sages, a 
paradigm of the worst kind of disagreement:

As it states in Mishnah Avot (5:17)… Which is an argument 
for the sake of Heaven? The argument between Hillel and 
Shammai. Which is an argument not for the sake of Heaven? 
The argument of Korach and his company. 

The Korach rebellion was not just the worst of the revolts 
from the wilderness years. It was also different because it 
was a direct assault on Moses and Aaron.

Commentator Menahem Meiri from Catalonia,13th century 
(1249–1306) explains this teaching in the following terms:

“ In their debates, one of them would render a decision and 
the other would argue against it, out of a desire to discover 
the truth, not out of cantankerousness or a 
wish to prevail over his fellow. An argument 
not for the sake of Heaven was that of Korach 
and his company, for they came to undermine 
Moses, and his position, out of envy and 
contentiousness and ambition for victory.”

The sages were drawing a fundamental 
distinction between two kinds of conflict: 
argument for the sake of truth, and argument 
for the sake of victory.

It was not that they wanted a community 
without leaders. It is, rather, that they wanted 
to be the leaders. The rebels’ rhetoric had 
nothing to do with the pursuit of truth and everything to do 
with the pursuit of honor, status, and (as they saw it) power. 
They wanted not to learn but to win. They sought not fact  
but victory.

We can trace the impact of this in terms of the sequence of 
events that followed. First, Moses proposed a simple test. Let 
the rebels bring an offering of incense the next day and God 
would show whether He accepted or rejected their offering. 
Since what was at issue was what God wanted, let God 
decide. It was a controlled experiment, an empirical test. God 
would let the people know, in an unambiguous way, who was 
right. It would establish, once and for all, the truth.

But Moses did not stop there, as he would have done if truth 
were the only issue involved. Moses tried to argue Korach 
out of his dissent, not by addressing his argument but by 
speaking to the resentment that lay behind it. He told him 
that he had been given a position of honor. He may not 
have been a Priest but he was a Levite, and the Levites had 
special sacred status not shared by the other tribes. He was 
telling him to be satisfied with the honor he had and not let 
his ambition overreach itself.

There is much more I could say about this… 

But the bottom line is that the entire episode teaches the 
destructive nature of argument not for the sake of Heaven, 
but for the sake of victory. In such a conflict, what is at stake 

is not truth but power, and the result is that both sides 
suffer. If you win, I lose. But if I win, I also lose, because in 
diminishing you, I diminish myself. Argument for the sake of 
power is a lose-lose scenario.

The opposite is the case when the argument is for the sake 
of truth. If I win, I win. But if I lose I also win — because being 
defeated by the truth is the only form of defeat that is also a 
victory.

In a famous passage, the Talmud explains why Jewish law 
tends to follow the view of the School of Hillel rather than the 
School of Shammai:

“because they were kind and modest, because they studied 
not only their own rulings but also those of the School of 
Shammai, and because they taught the words of the School 

of Shammai before their own. (Eiruvin 13b)

They sought truth, not victory. That is why they 
listened to the views of their opponents, and 
indeed taught them before they taught their own 
traditions. 

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, professor at NYU states:

Judaism has sometimes been called a “culture of 
argument.” It is the only religious literature known 
to me whose key texts — the Hebrew Bible, 
Midrash, Mishnah, Talmud, the codes of Jewish 
law, and the compendia of Biblical interpretation 
— are anthologies of arguments. That is the glory 

of Judaism. The Divine Presence is to be found not in this 
voice as against that, but in the totality of the conversation.

In an argument for the sake of truth, both sides win, for each 
is willing to listen to the views of its opponents, and is thereby 
enlarged. In an argument as the collaborative pursuit of truth, 
the participants use reason, logic, shared texts, and shared 
reverence for texts. They do not use ad hominem arguments, 
abuse, contempt, or disingenuous appeals to emotion. 
Each is willing, if refuted, to say, “I was wrong.” There is no 
triumphalism in victory, no anger or anguish in defeat.

The story of Korach remains the classic example of how 
argument can be dishonored. The Schools of Hillel and 
Shammai remind us that there is another way. “Argument 
for the sake of Heaven” is one of Judaism’s noblest ideals 
— conflict resolution by honoring both sides and employing 
humility in the pursuit of truth.

The Talmud teaches that it is not just about right and wrong. It 
is about process and how we get to our conclusions.

The word “fact” has taken a beating in our society.

But that type of manipulation is not part of the Talmudic 
method. The Talmudic argument which is the foundation of 
American Law teaches us that we need to hear all points of 
view before making a decision!!!

continued on page 5

Words From the Rabbi… continued from page 2

The opposite is 
the case when the 
argument is for the 

sake of truth. If I win, 
I win. But if I lose I 

also win — because 
being defeated by 
the truth is the only 

form of defeat that is 
also a victory.



It feels like people start with the decision and work 
backwards in how they rationalize its validity. 

I think if we start with information and see where that leads, 
things would work a lot better!

This us and them attitude is getting harder and harder to 
deal with. Isn’t it?

We have lost nuance in our conversations and we forgot that 
part of our human condition is learning new things… 

How can we learn if we are to busy convincing people of our 
point of view? Our tradition teaches us that we need to listen 
to every point of view.

And if we want to ease the pain many of us are feeling about 
the current state of public discourse than I encourage you to 
join me in becoming the best listener and learner we can be.

That means out in the community, with our friends, our 
temple family, our neighborhoods and our families.

Those who can adjust their roles be it in family or 
professionally are in for deeper and more meaningful 
relationships.

I have adjusted my parenting to my nearly 30 year old 
daughter who is becoming a mother herself.

My role is new. I have had some practice thanks to Cantor’s 
and Ted’s glorious Evie!!! I have watched my parents, my 
brother in that role. I have observed so many of you who are 
expert grandparents and I have spent more time listening 
to those who have shared their grandparent wisdom. I have 
asked questions, taken mental notes. 

I want to be the best Papa and Dad I can be. 

So I listen, I observe and I ask questions.

Should this not be our way of being most the time?

Can you imagine if we asked questions instead of assuming? 
Can you imagine if we with intention tried to understand a 
different point of view?

Can you imagine if we leaned into a conversation even if the 
other person is saying something we don’t like to hear?

My role as your rabbi is not to placate you!

It is not to say things you just want to hear.

My role is to challenge you as well as myself.

My role is to make us think together through issues.

And the purpose of this sermon or any sermon is to get us to 
talk with each other about a topic. Of course we talk about if 
we liked it or not!

But that is really not what is important.

What is important is the conversations we are having. 

Putting ourselves out of our comfort zone and challenging 
our perceptions about people and topics is one of the 
greatest ways to grow.

I thought I knew East San Jose. I did not. And even after 
being there in intimate ways, I have more to learn. 

This year let us be dedicated to hearing the points of views 
of others. Let us lean in to each other as we strengthen 
ourselves, our families and our communities by reengaging 
in real conversations.

Let us thwart our societies trend to be divisive and grey-less! 
For everything is grey!!!

And yet as we enter these high holy days, I recognize that 
while we are living in these divisive times we need a sense 
of connectedness, to feel a certain unity. One of my favorite 
elements of being Jewish is that sense of oneness and 
connection that we have the opportunity to experience 
everytime we are together. We just need to show up!.....

These are challenging times, but if we come together in 
unity and act with a sense of oneness we can shake off that 
divisiveness and embrace the natural unity in our world.

Amen.
Rabbi Dana L. Magat
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Joshua Morris, son of 
Michael and Trang, brother 
to Matthew, will be called to 
the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah on 
November 23, 2019. Joshua is 
a 8th grade Honor Student at 
Quimby Oak Middle School. 
He is an remarkable basketball 
player and plays on his school 
and AUU team. He also enjoys 
swimming, bowling, traveling, 
drawing and building. Outside 

of school, Joshua likes science and architecture. His 
team won the Science Fair award for Quimby Oak’s 
2018 Science Fair. In his free time, Joshua also likes 
to play basketball and Minecraft with family and 
friends. Joshua is looking forward to celebrating his 
Bar Mitzvah day with his Jewish, Vietnamese and 
Chinese families as well as his friends from school 
and temple.

B’nai Mitzvah

Words From the Rabbi… continued from page 4
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Sisterhood
Sisterhood continues to stay very 
active, which is always a good thing. 
By the time this article prints, we 
will have had another successful 
Annual Membership Luncheon (on 
Sunday, October 27). We honored 
another one of our long-time Temple 
and Sisterhood members, Harriet 
Saltzman. She is, of course, very 
special to me since she happens to 
be my mother. My brother, Jeff, flew 
in from Portland, OR, to help support 
our mother as she received this 
very special award. We are so very 
proud of her. I would like to express a 
special thank-you to my Membership 
Chair, Joy Powell, who worked 
so very hard on this to make it so 
successful as well as her committee 
of “Worker Bees” (Arlene Williams, 
Judy Levy, Melenie Pearson, Debra 
Ransier as well as myself). Everyone 
did a fantastic job. 

Next up is Rosh Chodesh on Saturday, 
November 2. We will have this on a 

Saturday evening, with a Havdalah 
service, instead of our usual Sunday 
afternoons. This should be a wonderful 
evening. Dinner will be at 6:00 PM, 
with Rosh Chodesh to take place after. 
Please come and join us for what 
should be a very special evening.

Our Special Interest Groups are 
starting to take shape. We had a 
Women’s Torah Study last month 
at Judy Levy’s home. It was very 
successful. Thank you to Judy and 
Melenie Pearson for making this 
happen. We are also planning to see 
the movie Golda at the Jewish Film 
Festival to help start our movie group. 
Plans are also underway for a hiking/
walking group, Jewish cooking and 
Mahjongg. We would love for you to 
join us as we help create this exciting 
new venture. Please let me know if 
you have a group you would like to 
start or if you are interested in any of 
the existing groups just mentioned. 
They are open to ALL women of TEE. 

Sunday, December 15, is our Annual 
Holiday Boutique in our Temple 
House from 10:00 AM–2:00 PM. so 
come do your last-minute holiday 
shopping with us. We will have many 
new vendors this year featuring a lot 
of beautiful merchandise that you will 
absolutely love!! We will even have 
many brand-new items from our very 
own Gift Shop available as well. 

Sisterhood is always looking for 
volunteers to assist us in the many 
projects we are involved with that 
help our Religious School, TEE and 
our community. We would love 
for you to be a part of our team of 
amazing women. Feel free to contact 
me, or any of our members to find out 
how to get involved. You’ll be very 
glad you did. 

Beverly Mendel, Sisterhood President

Adult Education Classes

Beginning Adult Hebrew  
Taught by TEE Dir of Education, Phil Hankin, on either 
Sunday afternoons (12:45 PM–1:45 PM) or Wednesday 
evenings (5:00 PM–6:00 PM). 

Adult B’nai Mitzvah Cohort  
Taught by TEE Clergy and Dir of Education, Phil 
Hankin

Fasts, Feasts, and Festivals: The 
Jewish Year  
Taught by TEE congregant and Chair of the 
Ritual Committee, Branden Frederick (10:15 
AM–11:15 AM, Sundays, Nov 3, 10)

Introduction to Judaism 
Taught by various Rabbis. See Description (7:00 
PM–9:00 PM, Tuesdays; Oct 29—May 5, 2020 ; 
no class 11/26, 12/24, 12/31, 3/10, 4/7, 4/14)

Hillel and Shammai  
Taught by TEE congregant Rabbi Marvin Schwab (Sunday, 
November 24, 10:15 AM–11:15 AM)

Finding God 
Taught by TEE congregant Rabbi 
Marvin Schwab (7:00 PM–8:00 PM, 
Wednesdays; Nov 6, 13, 20; Dec 4, 11)

The Maccabees: Heroes or 
Villains  
Taught by TEE congregant Rabbi 
Marvin Schwab (Sunday, December 15, 
10:15 AM–11:15 AM)

For complete information, descriptions 
and pricing, please visit: https://www.
templesanjose.org/adult-education-
classes

https://www.templesanjose.org/adult-education-classes
https://www.templesanjose.org/adult-education-classes
https://www.templesanjose.org/adult-education-classes
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Preschool
Fall in the preschool is always an 
exciting time of the year—from 
learning about and celebrating the 
High Holy Days to our annual Dinner 
Night Out and Halloween parade. 

As we jump into November, we are holding our annual 
turkey and canned food drive (donations can be 
dropped off Monday-Friday between 7- 6 p.m. through 
11/20) and getting ready for our Family Art Night. The 
world of Preschool is always a very busy place to be!! 

Barbara Smead,  

Director of Early Childhood Education 

Barbara@templesanjose.org

Understanding Muslim 
Neighbors 

UNDERSTANDING MUSLIM NEIGHBORS is 
an intensive, in-depth seminar for the Jewish 
community to build bridges of understanding 
and respect with Muslims. In two full days with 
a world-class scholar on Islam, this seminar 
navigates through a maze of conflicting 
information and stereotypes to equip Jews 
with the knowledge and tools to better 
understand and collaborate with Muslims in 
tikkun olam. Enjoy an unforgettable learning 
experience sponsored by Temple Emmanu-El, 
Congregation Shir Hadash, APJCC Los Gatos, 
Congregation Sinai, and Congregation Beth 
Am. Taught by Prof. Rabbi Reuven Firestone, 
internationally renown expert on Islam and 
Muslim-Jewish relations, you don’t want to 
miss it. Spread the word!
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MazelTones HHD 
participants
MacEnzie Blue
Jodie Biro
Ryen Bzostek
Jo Kao-Sussman
Ayla Karp
Lily Karp
Sofia Marino
Aubrey Moreno
Malaka Osias
Jordyn Rose
Dara Turchin
Eden Turchin
Madrichot:  Naomi 
Brown and Ella Carr
Teacher:  Cheriel Magat

Choir Members

Sopranos:
Jessica Lee-Messer*
Beverly Mendel
Denise Moreno
Melenie Pearson*
Joy Powell
Julie Turchin

Altos:
Suzanne Burns-Tobin
Maggie Cant
Laura Danoff-Robinson
Nancy Gerston
Carol Hoffman
Ginny Hoffman*
Cheriel Magat*

Tenors:
Byron Lilly
David Schwartz*

Basses:
Shannon Brown*
Andrew Edwards*
Philip Schwarz*

*Meshor’rim Member

Prayer Readers
Sofia Marino
Logan Timpson
Keren Eisenberg
Eleanor Weinstein
Adam Pawliger
Jason Lissak
Jordyn Rose
Dara Turchin

Torah Readers
Benjamin Fox
David Goldberg
Kadin Solpon
Jacob Applebaum
Ella Carr
Sophie Everett
Samantha Wiesner
Ryan Stiskin
Karen White
Ari Cohen
Gemma Baer
Graycie Dedering
Hannah Blitchok
Julia Meltzer

Haftarah Readers
Raya Magat
Rachel Levy
Richard Sogg

Additional 
Volunteers 
Branden Frederick
Maggie Cant
Julie Moore
Fagie Rosen

Mazel TovRosh Chodesh Invite 

Ladies of Temple Emanu-El, please 
join Cantor Edmondson and 
Sisterhood as we celebrate Rosh 
Chodesh Cheshvan - the new 
month of Cheshvan. This month 
is often called Mar Cheshvan, 
meaning “bitter Cheshvan.” It’s 
referred to as bitter not just 
because of the colder weather, 
but mainly because there are no 
major holidays that occur during 
the month. But it doesn’t have to 

be bitter for us. We will gather together for Havdalah - 
to recognize the separation between Shabbat and the 
everyday. While we acknowledge those differences, we 
will simultaneously acknowledge and honor the diversity 
we claim as Jews in this very special Havdalah service. 
We’ll also have the opportunity to create a special ritual 
object for our own Havdalah use at home - a spice box. 
We suggest a donation of $10 for supplies. This special 
experience will take place at Temple Emanu-El in the BFR 
on Saturday evening, November 2, beginning at 6:00 PM. 
Please RSVP to the Temple Emanu-El office no later than 
Thursday, October 31. We thank Sisterhood for providing a 
light dinner for us this evening, as well. 

Cantor Amanda Edmondson

Cantor Notes

Membership Updates
Temple Emanu-El 

Wants You to  

Join Us!

Calling all Temple members 
who would like to get involved 
by volunteering at events and services or wanting to 
be on a committee to bolster member connections 
and fun activities. If interested in being a part of 
any Temple committee, or you have any great 
membership engagement ideas, please contact 
Jamie Gold, vpmembership@templesanjose.org. 
Commitments can be minimal, but your participation 
impact is huge! Committees will be meeting and 
planning soon!

mailto:vpmembership%40templesanjose.org?subject=
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Is Jewish Education an 

Extra-Curricular Activity? 

As some of you might know, I live 
in Oakland and am a member at 
Temple Beth Abraham. As a member 
of a Conservative synagogue, I used 
to receive copies of The United 
Synagogue Review, the bi-yearly 
magazine that was published by 

the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism (USCJ) 
for all congregants of USCJ affiliated congregations, much 
in the same manner that you used to receive copies of 
Reform Judaism Magazine in the mail from the URJ. About 
10 years ago, I was struck by an article written by Rabbi 
Jerome M. Epstein, then executive vice-president of the 
USCJ. He stated that on his travels across North America 
he was struck by comments from congregants and leaders 
regarding the future of the Conservative Movement. 
“Because Conservative synagogues and ideology have 
inspired so many Jews, committed congregants voice 
both concern and hope for the movement’s future.” The 
thrust of the rest of the article centered on four ways that 
congregants could best strengthen the Conservative 
Movement. He did not put forth earth-shattering revelations, 
nor did he state ideas that could be only linked to the 
Conservative Movement. His comments could be applied to 
every Jewish group/institution throughout the entire North 
American Jewish community. The premise was that the 
more time, energy, and resources you devote, the stronger 
and more united we all become. 

The one comment that really hit home with me was the 
following: “We are all over-programmed, but our spiritual 
life and education must have a significant place on our 
agenda if we want Conservative Judaism to have an impact. 
Carve out some time each week to devote to activities in 
your synagogue.” What he was really saying is that your 
Jewish life, and for that matter the lives of your children, 
cannot become compartmentalized. “Being Jewish” cannot 
become an extra-curricular activity in much the same way 
soccer, baseball, piano, dance, etc. becomes in our lives. 

Soon after I read that article, while working at one of my 
previous positions as Director of Education at Congregation 
Kol Shofar in Tiburon, I posed the following question to a 
group of 5th graders at the religious school: What days of 
the week are you Jewish? The answers were not surprising. 
They ranged from “Tuesday/Thursday afternoons” to 
“Sunday mornings” to “only on holidays” to “every night 
when my parents and I sing the Shema before I go to bed.” 
The overall impression of these 10-11 year olds was that the 
days that they come to religious school are the only times 

that they are Jewish. The rest of the week was devoted to 
their “regular” life. What is missing here? The exact point 
that I try to make to parents every day: If you think that 
sending your children to religious school once or twice per 
week will make them Jewish, you are missing the boat. One 
of Rabbi Epstein’s comments is that “...congregations exist to 
enrich the lives of their members.” We, at Temple Emanu-El, 
offer many programs meant to enrich your Jewish lives but 
it all goes to waste if you do not take this enrichment home 
with you and use it. We cannot make your children Jewish 
through the education of attending TEE’s Religious School. It 
is you who make your children Jewish. It is the commitment 
that you show in the synagogue and the programs offered 
that reflect in the seriousness of your Jewish life. The more 
Judaism becomes extra-curricular, the more the fabric of 
Jewish society becomes tattered at the seams. 

I found this quote in an article from the J back in 2017. 
It reflected on the findings from the most recent Pew 
Research Center’s Portrait of Jewish Americans survey. 
Among the conclusions of the researchers was (not 
surprising) that:

 “Jews who are more connected to other Jews through 
their adolescent and young adult years are more 
likely to marry, to marry younger, to marry Jews and 
to have Jewish children. Camps, youth groups, Israel 
travel, campus activities and young adult communities 
all build Jewish social networks. Those connections 
build friendships that lead to marriage or romantic 
connections…Creating more Jewish marriages and 
filling more Jewish baby strollers inevitably leads to 
seeing more Jews in the pews, as well as other places 
where Jewish engagement gets acted out.”

All this leads to why I became a Jewish educator and why 
camp was a driving force in my formative years. This why I 
have shaped TEE’s Religious School to be a place where 
the students find connections with their classmates, the 
Temple, the clergy, their teachers, Jewish history, Torah, 
Israel, Tikkun Olam, and camp. This is their happy house 
and, coupled with their family connections to Judaism, they 
will look upon their Jewish education as the foundation for 
a strong Jewish identity. My hope is that TEE’s Religious 
School is not viewed as an extra-curricular activity and 
that the program fills a void. The program is not a Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah “factory” but a place of learning and discovery, 
relationship building, and identity formation. Please come 
and sit in the “pews” on a Sunday morning and feel the 
energy and excitement. You are all invited!

Phil Hankin, MAJE, Director of Education 

Religious School



Imagine all of us sitting in synagogue on Yom Kippur. We 
are many generations--Mothers, Fathers, sons, daughters, 
grandparents--dressed in our finest sackcloth and ashes, 
bowing our heads like reeds. We are trying not to pay 
attention to the empty feeling in our stomachs—the 
reminder of our fast. We are davening and beating our 
breasts in hopes that our prayers for atonement will be 
recognized by the Almighty just as we do every Yom Kippur. 

Suddenly, an old man with a long white beard and flowing 
robes appears at the bimah. He rants, declaring that 
although we are praying and fasting, if we want God to 
recognize our atonement, we also need to repair the world. 
He states:

“Isn’t this the fast God desires? To break the bonds 
of injustice and remove the heavy yoke; to let the 
oppressed go free and release all those enslaved? Is 
it not to share your bread with the hungry and take the 
homeless poor into your home?” 

That man in the flowing robe is Isaiah. He was called by God 
to deliver a powerful sermon. Isaiah is saying that fasting and 
praying on Yom Kippur are not enough for our prayers to 
be accepted by God. We must also perform Tikkun Olam, or 
repair the world. We should be paying attention to the needs 
in the world around us and not to ourselves or our fasting. 

How do Reform Jews interpret Isaiah’s sermon? 

Reformed Jews have their individual notions of God. Many 
reform Jews do not believe that God is the old guy in the 
sky. Some of us may not believe that the Torah was written 
by the hand of God. 

While Orthodox Jews follow all 613 laws in the Torah, as 
Reform Jews we each choose to follow the rituals and 
traditions that make our individual religious experiences 
meaningful. Yom Kippur is no different. Each person atones 
in their own way. However, in this instance, I think Isaiah is 
right. According to Alan Zeichick, who is a member of the 
North American Board of the URJ, “As Reform Jews, we are 
charged with using the Torah as a guide to living meaningful 
lives and making the world a better place.” Prayer without 
Tikkun Olam seems incomplete to me.

We were slaves in Egypt. Strangers in a strange land. 
Throughout history Jews have been forced into being 
strangers in strange lands. We know what persecution is 
and how it feels, and we do not want to perpetuate those 
sins against others. Performing Tikkun Olam is a way to 
make sure we never turn into our oppressors. Regardless 
of whether it is written in the Torah or not, Tikkun Olam is 
important to humanity.  

How do we do Tikkun Olam? It can be accomplished by 
giving time, or by giving money. Writing a check allows 

those who have dedicated their time to do the work 
necessary to alleviate suffering, narrow opportunity 
gaps and correct injustices in our society. In my 
personal experience, giving time provides you a deeper 
understanding of the issue you are trying to correct. 

Tikkun Olam can mean giving bottles of water to the 
individuals holding the cardboard signs standing at the 
offramps or in the median at streetlights. It can mean 
tutoring a student at your local high school who is learning 
English as a second language. It can mean cooking a meal 
for the elderly person across the street. 

In addition to the humanitarian aspects of Tikkun Olam, 
there are environmental concerns as well. In terms of a 
geological timeframe, we are here on this earth but for a 
moment. However long we are here we need to make sure 
we leave the Earth in a better condition than we found it. We 
need to ensure that the skies, mountains and waters are left 
sustainable for many, many generations to come.

If you do not know where to start to find a group or issue 
you are passionate about, Temple Emanu El sponsors many 
groups that address a variety of issues and those groups 
would gladly welcome your help. If there is an issue that you 
think needs a solution and the Temple is not addressing it, 
start your own group. 

The Yom Kippur liturgy provides many examples of the 
behavior we should try to change. The confessional, al hait, 
sums it up rather well:

For the sin that we have committed before you by 
hardening our hearts—Ignoring poverty, homelessness, 
and despair.

For the sin that we have committed before you by 
exploitation—Living well while those who serve us live in 
poverty.

For the sin that we have committed before you by 
silence—Saying nothing when we knew that human 
beings were being mistreated

Saying those words can be very spiritual, but to walk out of 
the synagogue today and not incorporate the meaning of 
the words into your daily lives somehow misses the point. 
In my opinion, being a good Reform Jew means figuring 
out which rituals and traditions have meaning for you and 
practicing them. Then, look locally and globally for causes 
that are crying out for attention. Try to alleviate those issues 
not just on Yom Kippur but on all the rest of the days of the 
year as well.

David Heiman 
Brotherhood Member & Treasurer  

Board of Trustees
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My Take on Torah – Yom Kippur Isaiah D’var
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Brotherhood
Shana Tova to the 
congregation. As is 
customary, Brotherhood 
labored to move the 
beautiful new bimah 
furniture to and from 
the Heritage Theater 
for services. It is a great 
honor to celebrate this 
tradition as a part of the 
High Holidays. Thanks 
to all the members who 

helped out. Please circle Tuesday, September 29, 
2020 as the day we will need the most help again.

 Of course, the bimah move is followed by construction 
of the Sukkah, and to celebrate that mitzvah, 
Brotherhood sponsored a fun event, Scotch in the 
Sukkah, paired with a steak dinner provided by our 
resident executive chef. You might think that there is 
very little connection between Scotch and Sukkot but 
Israeli distillers would beg to differ. Whisky has become 
so popular there that Israel’s first single malt whisky 
distillery has been established and is located right on 
the border between Tel Aviv and Jaffa. The Milk and 
Honey Distillery, which produces a kosher “Speyside/
Highland inspired malt,” using waters from the Holy 
Land created under the eye of Scottish master distiller 
Dr. Jim Swan. We didn’t have a chance to sample any 
M&H product this year but we will keep an eye on it for 
next time. This was the kind of innovative and fun event 
that Brotherhood is planning for the new year.

 It is a new year and it won’t be long before we 
assemble again in the Temple kitchen to prepare 
latkes. Hanukkah this year falls on December 23. 
Coming up faster than you thought, right? If you are 
new to the congregation or new to Brotherhood, this 
is something you can do. There is as much bonding 
between members as there is cooking going on. We 
work on our frying technique and steal a tasty sample 
from time to time. Why is bonding and connecting 
important for men of the congregation? It is different 
for each person but in general it is an excellent way to 
put aside daily mishegoss and share time with friends. 
Come join us and see what a great time you will have. 
If you are already a member, join us at one of our 
marvelous events. I promise, you will always feel better 
for your participation.

Steve Wernick, Brotherhood Member
 and Trustee of Temple Emanu-El Board

October 11, 2019 | Gail and Jerry Jacobs 

October 18, 2019 | Lissak Family in honor of Jason’s 
Bar Mitzvah

October 25, 2019 | Jamie Gold in memory of Harold 
Chusid, Carol Chusid and Sharon Gold; Weinstein 
Family in honor of Ellie’s Bat Mitzvah

Sponsor an Oneg
Special Occasions: Birthdays, Anniversaries, Graduations

Memorials: In memory of a loved one’s Yahrzeit 

There are two ways to sponsor: Bring 3 platters of food OR 
donate, and food platters will be prepared on your behalf.

Sign up by contacting admin@templesanjose.org.

Oneg Sponsors

Makom Yoga:
Stretching 

into Shabbat
Saturday, November 2

9:00 AM

Join Rabbi Laurie Matzkin for a Shabbat yoga class 
combining mindful movement, creative ritual and 
reflective study. Makom Yoga provides a refreshing 
mix of Jewish learning (with themes flowing from the 
weekly parsha, upcoming holidays, and beyond) with 
guided meditation, breath work and asana practice. 
Rabbi Matzkin’s class is gentle and suitable for all 
levels, with modifications offered to meet individual 
needs. Come with a beginners mind and an open 
heart, and get ready to stretch your body into Shabbat! 

mailto:admin%40templesanjose.org?subject=
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20/20 Project
Mark & Bette Emanuel, in memory of Rose 

Woron, mother of Bette Emanuel

Burton & Sandra Epstein, in memory of 
Judy Liberson, sister of Manny Siegler

Burton & Sandra Epstein, in memory of Art 
Silver

Burton & Sandra Epstein, with get well 
wishes to Sybil Sommer

Burton & Sandra Epstein, with get well 
wishes to Fagie Rosen’s daughter Karen

Robert & Ruth Fox, in honor of the birthday 
of Joan Fox

Robert & Ruth Fox, in honor of the birthday 
of Marvin Fox

Sybil Sommer, in honor of the special 
birthday of Sandy Epstein

Carol Thailer, in memory of Judy Ann 
Siegler Liberson, beloved sister of Manny 
Siegler

Alvin Ravel Garden Fund
Arlene Ravel, in memory of Anna Block

Bertram Berns Music Fund
Abe Livchitz, in memory of Fanny Katz

Betty Rinsler Religious School 
Endowment Fund
Damon Schreibstein, in memory of 

Raymond Levine

Campership Fund
Fagie and family, in memory of Judy 

Liberson, beloved sister of Manny Siegler

Fagie and family, with get well wishes to 
Sybil Sommer, wishing her a complete 
and absolute recovery

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Deborah DuBrow, in memory of Michael J. 

DuBrow

Janet Truman, in memory of Isidore 
Truman

Stephen Wernick, in memory of Jill Wernick

Endowment Fund
Marvin & Joan Fox, in memory of Milton 

Fox

Facilities For Aged Fund
Wanda Pollack, in memory of Bess and 

Jack Pollack

General Fund
Dr. Dan Eisenberg & Dr. Jinah Kim

Stephen & Arlene Greenberg, in memory 
of Helen Greenberg

Stephen & Arlene Greenberg, in memory 
of Marco Weiss

Stephen & Arlene Greenberg, in memory 
of Herbert Weiss

E. Gerald & Gail Jacobs

Ms. Ann Lee, in honor of the baby naming 
of Colton Rice

Daniel & Shirley Lee, in memory of Michael 
Dubrow, father of Alissa Meltzer

Daniel & Shirley Lee, in memory of David 
Reisner

Daniel & Shirley Lee, in memory of Jill 
Wernick

Michal Lubin, in memory of Shulamith Lubin

Adan & Denise Moreno

Gary Morris, in memory of Alfred Morris

Gary Morris, in memory of Claudine Morris

Harriet Saltzman, in honor of the special 
birthday of Sandy Epstein

Temple Emanu-El Sisterhood

Villages Jewish Group, in appreciation of 
the use of Temple Emanu-El’s Torah for 
our High Holy Day celebration

Henry & Debra Watkins

Stephen Wernick, in memory of Ruth 
Wernick

JoAnne Salman-Tehrani 
Homeless Fund
Dorjey & Karen Solpon, in honor of the bar 

mitzvah of Dylan Solpon

Judith Jurman Omens Cemetery 
Beautification Fund
Jyl & David Jurman, in memory of Jason 

William Jurman Pearl Goldstein

David & Jyl Jurman, in memory of our son 
Jason Jurman

Ethel Ress, in memory of Elvin Ress

Leonard and Bernice Gaon 
Campership Fund
Ethel Ress, in memory of Arlene Ress 

Nathans

Phyllis Omel Junior Choir Fund
Dan & Julie Turchin

Prayerbook Tributes
Dr. Lawrence & Ruth Ross

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Dr. Michael & Ruth Cahn, in memory of 

Gail Cahn

Susan Rachel Cahn, in honor of Dr. and 
Mrs. Edward Cahn

Deborah DuBrow, in memory of Michael J. 
DuBrow

Joseph Fazzio, in memory of Jackie Fazzio

Joseph & Michelle Gabriel, in appreciation 
of Rabbi Magat & Cantor Edmondson for 
the opportunity of participating in High 
Holy Days services

Jeff & Pamela Hoffman, in honor of the 
marriage of Marcus & Marina Hoffman

Bernie & Robyn Levine

Abe Livchitz, in memory of Leon Livchitz

Harriet Reisner, in memory of David 
Reisner

Gordon Schneiderman, in memory of Molly 
Schneiderman

Mark & Lynette Tannen, in memory of 
Bernard Smulyan

The Wagner Family, in appreciation of 
Rabbi Magat

Stephen Wernick, in memory of Jill Wernick

Religious School Bagel Fund
Dr. Elizabeth & Nicholas Friend

Sean & Ashley Novak

David & Jenny Wagner

Susan C. Blickman Arts and 
Crafts Fund
Margie Blickman and Dave Reiser, in 

memory of Judy Liberson, sister of Manny 
Siegler

Susanne and Maurice Tucker 
High Holy Day Music Fund
Abe Livchitz, in memory of Mo Livchitz

Thank You for Your Generous Contributions

 This list includes contributions made on or between 09/09/2019–10/18/2019.

If you would like to make a contribution, visit www.templesanjose.org
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Those who have died recently

Mark Emanuel, husband of Bette Emanuel

Dolores Jaffee, sister-in-law of Rita Loren

Dave Reisner, husband of Harriet Reisner

Jane Schwartz, mother of Alan and Joseph

And those we have lost in years past

November 1 | Shirley Boyers, Zelda Brust, Lena 
Erlichman Cannell, Estelle Cantor, Gertrude Carmely, 
Felix Costa, Aaron Dorfman, Abram P. Epstein, Anita 
Faverman, Geraldine Kahn Feldman, John Fernandez, 
Flora Fishoff, Teresa Forman, Henry (Hank) Frederick, 
Grace Freiberg, Stuart A. Holstein, Peter Hubert, Simon 
Indianer, Rabbi Arthur Jacobovitz, Jennie Juroff, Lowell 
King, Lena Koss, Minnie Lackner, Minnie Levine, Morton 
Marks, Alfred Mayer, Mike Molack, Claudine Morris, 
Monty Myers, Dorothy Osiel, Adele Panikoff, Jacob 
Pollack, Israel Port, Edith Port, Frances K. Powell, Sydney 
Resnick, Edith Ross, Ben Roth, Arthur Schimek, Molly 
Schneiderman, William Schneiderman, Molly Schutte, 
Anita Stransky Schwarz, Bessie Schwarz, Boomi 
Silverman, Helen Slater, Nancy Snyder, Max Sokolov, 
Emil Sonnberger, Rita Stoner, Christina Sweely, Gary Van 
Dyck, Clara Webb-Nord, Barnett Weinstein, Gertrude 
Wolff, Mitchell Wolfson, Anne Wolfson, Rose Woron

November 8 | Hilda Altman, Hanna Baer, Elmer A. 
Barron, Ben Berman, Sylvia Braude, Nettie Chatoff, 
Susan Costa, Hannah Fox, Mat Ganz, Hyman Garshon, 
Adrian Gaynor, Abe Goldstein, Sidney Green, Max 
Hafter, Harry Hirsh, Beverlee R. Holstein, Charles Jacobs, 
Ralph Jacobs, Joseph Jacobson, Mary Katz, John 
Kihorany, Leon Lagier, Anna Lapausky, Nettie Leiter, Leah 
Leizerbaum, Samuel Lewon, Rubin Lewon, Elizabeth 
Lieberman, Don W. MacDonald, Lillian Malen, Margaret 
Miller, George Marvin Nathan, Robert Pencovic, Mildred 
Polgar, Joan Poor, Stuart Press, Louis Richards, Thomas 
Frank Robinson, Max Rosenthal, Bernard Siegler, Homer 
Sobel, Kathleen Sullivan, William David Winter, Richard 
Wolf, Joseph Wolff

November 15 | Scott Alberts, Mildred Allen, Naomi 
Ashel, Lillian Becker, Theresa H. Epstein, Jean Claire 
Farber, Michael Feinman, Albert A. Finkle, Robert 
Fishman, Sadie Gabrilowitz, Dorothy Galin, Robert 
Goldberg, Max Gordon, Dian Grais, Dorothy Halprin, 
Rudolph Heidorn, Edward Hochman, Joyce Jackman, Ida 
Kragen, Herman Labovick, Coralie Leder, Virginia Levine, 
Anne Meyerson, Oscar Mintzer, Herbert J. Nayman, 
Paula Oppenheimer, Dr. Morris Oransz, Sofia Oransz, 
Rachel Orloff, Marvin Rossman, Lita Smolin Segal-Katz, 
J.T. Snyder, Michael Stanley, Lisa Stransky, Martha 
Taitelman, Nan Tepper, Jean Tucker Cannon Davis, Sylvia 
Watson, Mary Weintraub, Sidney Weissman

November 22 | Jack Baer, William Bain, Sidney 
Braunstein, George Brockman, Harold Cahn, Lenore 
Edwards, Arcadi Elbert, Bess Ellis, Max Emanuel, Jack 
Fischer, Dana Alan Fisher, Louis Fishman, Rose Forster, 
Samuel Freeling, Max (Manny) Frey, Frances Goldberg, 
Jennie Dove Goldberg, Stanley Green, Saralee Halprin, 
Abraham Hassid, Lesley Henry, Betty Hoffman, Jacob 
Kadis, Sam Kaisel, Barbara Kurn, Frederick E. Lehman, 
Winnie Levin, Winnie Levin, Nova Nair, Elisha Papo, Sara 
Papo, Joan Penner, Dick Powell, Robert Ransier, Jack 
Rosenberg, Mildred Segal, Rose Silen, Craig Singer, 
Marty Skaggs, Abraham Slavit, Murray Sobolov, Ben 
Sokolec, Bella Tresser, Frank Warner, Solon Edward 
Weinstein, Cyril Weiss, Harry Zeitlin, Blanche Zwern

November 29 | Andrew O. Apte, Sidney Eisner Atlas, 
Bernard Joseph Axelrad, Marvin Barbanell, Phyllis 
Barbanell, Altina Behar, Sidney M. Berkowitz, Goldie 
Bessner, Anna Boxer, Guillermo Brzostowski, Winston 
Cornell, Norah Davenport, Gwen Decker, Sam Farber, 
Jean Gambord, Gloria Gambord-Teren, Ralph Norman 
Goldeen, Ruth Grayson, Joseph Greenhut, Sarah Gross, 
Bettie Hirsch, Howie Kamins, Cecelia Koves, Max 
Mordechai Levin, Harold Levy, Samuel Libglid, Norman 
Lieberman, Leena Mapgaonkar, Harry Miller, Leonard 
Naymark, Biena Newman, Joseph Piazza, Benjamin 
Poley, Harry Pollock, Rose Richards, Rudolph Rothholz, 
Belle Schnee, Albert Senigaglia, Daniel Shev, Edward 
Shev, Alan Singer, Solomon Sokol, Dale Sprintz, Dale 
Sprintz, Sylvia Swid, Ellen Tannenbaum Terrell, Harold 
Paul Teren, Alex Weingarten, Eleanor Weinstein, Ruth 
Woron, Angela Young, Irving Oscar Zell

We Remember
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14855 Oka Road, Los Gatos, CA 95032

Jewish education, enrichment 
classes,  tness, aquatics, 
camp, after-school activities, 
cultural programs, event
rentals, and more.

www.apjcc.org

If you would like to advertise in Temple Emanu-El’s Connections
contact Oliver Housman at oliver@templesanjose.org.
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Clergy____________________________________________________________
Dana Magat | Senior Rabbi – rabbimagat@templesanjose.org
Amanda Edmondson | Cantor – cantoramanda@templesanjose.org
Joseph Gitin, D.D. (z”l) | Rabbi Emeritus

Committee Chairs__________________________________________________
Bobi Levine/Rebecca Frederick | Havurot Coordinatorsr – havurah@templesanjose.org
Dan Lee | Membership Commitment – dues@templesanjose.org
Uri Gottfeld | Facilities – facilities@templesanjose.org
Jamie Gold | Marketing – marketing@templesanjose.org
Branden Frederick | Ritual – ritual@templesanjose.org
Robert Levy | Tikkun Olam – to@templesanjose.org
TBD | Membership – membership@templesanjose.org
TBD | Leadership Development – leadership@templesanjose.org
Mira Karp | Religious School – rscommittee@templesanjose.org
Fagie Rosen and Harriet Saltzman | Caring Committee – caring@templesanjose.org
TBD | Endowment Committee – endowment@templesanjose.org
Denise Moreno | Preschool Committee – pscommittee@templesanjose.org

Staff_____________________________________________________________
Stephanie Pollock | Executive Director – stephanie@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 ext. 233
Barbara Smead | Director, Early Childhood Education – barbara@templesanjose.org | 408-293-8660 | #434404443
Phil Hankin | Director of Education – phil@templesanjose.org | 408-292-3223
Shantha Smith | Bookkeeper – shantha@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 x235
Iris Bendahan | Administrative Assistant & Clergy Support – iris@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 x 231
Oliver Housman | Marketing & Communications Coordinator – oliver@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 x234
Cherie Ravel | Cemetery Administrator – cherie@templesanjose.org | 408-674-5867

Board of Trustees__________________________________________________
Deborah Zimmer | President – president@templesanjose.org
Eric Snider | Secretary – secretary@templesanjose.org
Jamie Gold | VP Membership – vpmembership@templesanjose.org
Larry Fox | VP Development – vpdevelopment@templesanjose.org
David Heiman | Treasurer – treasurer@templesanjose.org
Ilene Tucker | VP Administration – vpadmin@templesanjose.org
Sherri Wiesner | VP Education and Youth – vprey@templesanjose.org
Andrew Weinberg | Immediate Past President

Auxiliaries________________________________________________________
Shannon Brown | Brotherhood President – brotherhood@templesanjose.org
Beverly Mendel | Sisterhood President – sisterhood@templesanjose.org
Samuel Messinger | EESY President – youthgroup@templesanjose.org

CONNECTIONS is published 10 times a year by Temple Emanu-El, 1010 University Ave., San Jose, CA 95126. 

Award/Operating and Tribute Funds
General Fund
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Alvin Ravel Garden Fund
Beverly Jordan Temple Beautification Fund
Judith Jurman Omens Cemetery 

Beautification Fund
Lou and Clara Juren Library Fund
Ralph Goldeen Library Fund
Endowment Fund

Religious Funds
Harold Cahn Prayerbook Fund
Kenneth Gordon Children’s Prayerbook Fund
Susanne & Maurice Tucker High Holy Days 

Music Fund
Ida F. Kragen Consecration and Caring Fund

Youth Funds
Religious School Fund
Religious School Enrichment Fund
Betty Rinsler Religious School
Endowment Fund
Weintraub Religious School Scholarship Fund
Youth Enrichment Fund
Leonard and Bernice Gaon Campership Fund
Michael Elman Campership Fund
Milton Fox Campership Fund
Phyllis Matzner Campership Fund
Israel Scholarship Fund
Susanne C. Blickman Arts and Crafts Fund
Sid Rosenberg Religious School Senior Trip 

Fund

Cultural Funds
Choir Fund
Phyllis Omel Junior Choir Fund
Bertram Berns Music Fund
Shank-Rockman Family Sound System Fund
Scholar in Residence Fund

Community Funds
Accompaniment Fund 
Facilities for the Aged Fund (Chai House)
JoAnne Salman-Tehrani Homeless Fund

Other Tribute Opportunities
$36 - Prayerbook Tribute
$218/$500/$750 - Tree of Life
Leaf/small/large rock
$500 - Sanctuary Chair Plaque
$750 - Memorial Plaque (in sanctuary foyer)

Opportunities in 
Levin Learning Center
$5,000 - Stair Plaque
$10,000 - Library Column Dedication
$25,000 - Room Dedication

Contact the Admin team for 
additional opportunities.

Making a contribution to one of Temple Emanu-El’s many funds is a wonderful way to 
honor your friends and family. You may make contributions in honor of a birth, a birthday, 
brit milah, baby naming, Bar/Bat Mitzvah, confirmation, graduation, engagement, 
wedding, anniversary, promotion, new home, special occasion or just because. You may 
also make contributions for get-well wishes, condolences, remembrances and yahrzeits.
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