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Wednesday, May 1

7:00 PM Community Yom  
 HaShoah Memorial  
 Service

Friday, May 3

7:00 PM Erev Shabbat  
 Family Service

Saturday, May 4

10:30 AM Bar Mitzvah of  
 Zachary Blue

Friday, May 10

7:00 PM Erev Shabbat  
 Service featuring  
 the Choir

Saturday, May 11

9:00 AM Baby Shabbat

Friday, May 17

6:00 PM Tot Shabbat with  
 Free Dinner

7:00 PM Erev Shabbat  
 Service led by  
 Rabbi Dana Magat

Saturday, May 18

10:00 AM Yoga Minyan

Friday, May 24

6:30 PM Shabbat HaNefesh 

Friday, May 31

6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat  
 Service

May Service 
Schedule

1010 University Ave., 

San Jose, CA 95126

408-292-0939

www.templesanjose.org

facebook.com/templesanjose 

twitter.com/templesanjose 

admin@templesanjose.org

Growing Our Future

Happy Israel  
Independence Day!

Wednesday, May 8–Thursday, May 9
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This month we celebrate the establishment and 

independence of the State of Israel. Israel, regardless of 

where one stands politically, is our spiritual homeland. 

And as complicated as things are in Israel (and they are 

complicated), we again were reminded that Israel has free 

and fair elections. Not something one can say throughout 

the Middle East. Regardless of the outcome, Israelis 

elected the party and the leader that spoke to them. 

Benjamin Netanyahu was elected to his fourth consecutive 

term and his fifth overall. Many in our movement were 

concerned with how he openly courted the extremist and 

racist right wing. And dangling the dangerous notion of 

West Bank annexation was something that does not quite 

warm the heart!

The election, like our own in the United States, was at 

times ugly and was not focused on the real issues. I am 

saddened that the potential for peace with the Palestinians 

is most likely delayed. So too we should be concerned 

with how this new government in Israel will impact 

pluralism and women’s equality. We are seeing greater 

division amongst Israelis as well. The difference between 

Jerusalem and Tel Aviv could not be more drastic. On one 

hand, you have the closed-minded and super religious 

Jerusalem; on the other hand, you have the open-

minded and super secular Tel Aviv. These two cities are a 

metaphor for what we see in Israel today. A growing Ultra-

Orthodox and restless, culturally Jewish Israelis.

And we as American Reform Jews continue to be caught 

in the middle! Do we support Israel regardless of the 

government’s behavior? Do we criticize Israel publicly? 

What do we say to our friends? 

What makes this an even harder issue is that we have lost 

all nuances in our conversations. Either you are with Israel 

or against! Either you are with the United States or not! 

Things have become so black and white in our discussions 

that we have forgotten the art of listening to another 

opinion or of listening to someone who has a different 

opinion than our own. Life is nearly completely grey! Why 

are we interested in black and white discussions?

We are a people who believe in lifelong learning. If we 

accept that premise, then we each need to get out of our 

comfort zones and learn about other opinions!

I am excited that in May 2020 I will be leading my next 

trip to Israel that is designed for adults who have been to 

Israel before. The goal of the trip is to learn as much as 

we can about Israel and the many different sides of the 

various issues that impact modern day Israel. Come and 

learn with me!!!

Rabbi Dana Magat

Words From the Rabbi
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“And you shall teach them 
faithfully to your children.”

These words from Deuteronomy 
6:6–7 are on our Religious School 
Building, more formally known as 
the Levin Family Learning Center. 
Lifelong learning is a hallmark of 

Judaism. One of the greatest gifts we can make is to share 
this legacy with the younger generations. And our schools 
do just that.

I hope you will join me for some important upcoming 
events, celebrating our teachers and our students. Some 
of them are beyond this month of May, because I’d like to 
get them on your calendars.

On Friday, May 3rd at 7:00 PM, it’s Teacher Appreciation 
Shabbat! We will hear from the MazelTones (our wonderful 
Junior Choir led by Cantor Amanda Edmondson), and 
it is also an opportunity to honor our teaching staff, 
from Preschool through High School. Everyone in the 
congregation is invited to this last Family Service of the 
school year.

The last day of Sunday Religious School will be Sunday, 
May 19th. There is a lot of excitement that day, as our 
students say good-bye to friends for the summer, and 
it ends with a whole school barbecue. Also at that 
time, there will be a special presentation about Temple 

Emanu-El 20/20, our exciting project – stay tuned for 
details!

Preschool graduation is Friday, June 7, at 10:00 AM, 
in the Sanctuary. This is a wonderful event where the 
program is led by the Kindergarteners, with support from 
the other students and the teaching staff. If you want 
to see the culmination of an important year for these 
children, feel free to come down to celebrate with them.

On Saturday, June 8th, beginning at 7:00 PM, our 
Confirmation class will lead the Erev Shavuot service. 
They have spent the year in discussion with Rabbi Magat, 
talking about their connection to their Judaism. While 
boys and girls are considered to be spiritual adults by 
age 13 (when they are called to Torah as a bar or bat 
mitzvah), they are better prepared at age 16 or 17 to 

make the kind of emotional and intellectual commitment 
to Judaism that Confirmation implies. This takes place 
on Shavuot, when we celebrate the receiving of the 
Torah, and now we pass it on to the coming generation.  
L’dor v’dor, from generation to generation. As an entire 
congregation, we can welcome them into Jewish 
adulthood. And, there is a reception following (if you need 
the encouragement of food).

Several times throughout the year, in addition to the 
regular morning service for the holiday, there is an added 
Yizkor portion, a service of memory. Like the Kever Avot 
service between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, these 
Yizkor services are an opportunity to honor our loved 
ones, thinking about those who have left our physical 
company. It has always been a significant time of reflection 
for me, and I hope you will join Rabbi Magat and Cantor 
Edmonson on Sunday, June 9th at 9 AM in the chapel for 
the Shavuot Morning and Yizkor service. 

How quickly this year has flown. Our Annual Meeting in 
June will mark the end of my first year as your President. It 
continues to be a great honor, and I am grateful for  
your support.

Deborah Zimmer

From the President

Jews and Brews
Tuesday, May 14th at 7:30 PM

Join Temple Emanu-El for another friendly night 

out at Taplands in Santa Clara. Meet new people 

and make new friends as we relax with good 

drinks and tasty snacks! All 21-and-up adults in 

their 20s and 30s are welcome.
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Seaside 
Spirituality

DISCOVER THE 
HEALING POWERS OF 
THE OCEAN AT

for all the ladies of 
Temple Emanu-El

SATURDAY, JULY 20, 2019
9 AM TO 5 PM
AT VILLA MARIA DEL MAR, 
SANTA CRUZ

Join us for a one day women's retreat 

with Cantor Amanda Edmondson and 

Temple Emanu-El's Sisterhood! This is 

an opportunity for you to relax, 

rejuvenate, and connect. Included in 

this retreat is meditation, yoga with 

Rabbi Laurie Matzkin, lunch, learning, 

art, and free time on the beach.

Registration deadline is July 1, 2019. 
Cost is $75 per person. Open to adult 
Temple members only. Space is 
limited, so please reach out to the 
Administrative Office to register at 
(408) 292-0939 or 
admin@templesanjose.org. 
Questions? Reach out to Cantor 
Amanda Edmondson at 
cantoramanda@templesanjose.org.

Save the Dates
 End of Year Events!

Chag Shavuot Sameach!
Shavuot and  

Confirmation Service 
on Saturday, June 8th at 7:00 PM, 
a powerful service where you will  
see how much the confirmation  

class of 2019 has learned!

This is followed by our special 

Shavuot Oneg 
and then our 

Tikkun Leil Shavuot 
starting at 9:30 PM, in which we 

participate in the tradition of Shavuot 

night study sessions. This year our 

study sessions will be taught by  

Rabbi Dana Magat,  

Cantor Amanda Edmondson,  

Director of Education Phil Hankin,  

and members of the Ritual Committee.

We will be having our 

Shavuot Morning 
and 

Yizkor Service 
on Sunday, June 9th at 9:00 AM 

led by Rabbi Dana Magat and  

Cantor Amanda Edmondson.

On Friday, June 14th at 6:30 PM 

we will be hosting our 

Wine and Cheese Reception 
followed by our 

Rock Shabbat
 and 

Graduation Service  
at 7:30 PM. 

Come join in the fun!



Save the Date
Saturday, June 1st at 10:00 AM

We celebrate Shabbat in Nature throughout 
the year with a Shabbat morning service led 
by Rabbi Dana Magat and Cantor Amanda 
Edmondson in a nearby park setting. 
Depending upon the location, the day may 
also include a potluck lunch, Torah discussion, 
singing, hiking and other outdoor activities. 
Shabbat in Nature is sponsored by the Ritual 
Committee and sometimes involves nature-
related education along with family activities, 
such as visiting Happy Hollow Park and Zoo.
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Zachary Blue, son of Jeff and Christina, 
brother to MacEnzie, will be called to the 
Torah as a Bar Mitzvah on May 4, 2019. 
Zachary is a 7th grade Honor Student 
at The Harker Middle School. He is an 
avid basketball player and plays on his 
school and AAU teams. He also enjoys 
playing golf and listening to music. 
Outside of school, Zachary likes science 
and technology. His team won the 
Outstanding Overall award for the 2018 

Tech Challenge, and his Robotics Team qualified for the Vex IQ CA 
State Championship Competition. Zachary also likes to travel the 
world and explore new places. In his down time, he likes to relax 
and spend time with his family and cousins. Zachary completed 
extensive research for a school project and found a charity that 
he wanted to focus on for his Mitzvah Project. He is raising money 
for Charity Water (Charitywater.org), which helps provide clean 
drinking water to communities in need. Zachary is looking forward 
to celebrating his Bar Mitzvah day with his Jewish and Vietnamese 
families as well as his friends from school and temple. 

Bar Mitzvah

Bill Lister

®

OF SILICON VALLEY

Neal H. Fearn

ADVANCE PURCHASE $15 ADULTS
$10 STUDENTS/SENIORS/JCC MEMBERS
TICKETS AT THE DOOR $18 ADULTS
$12 STUDENTS/SENIORS/JCC MEMBERS
FREE FOR KIDS 6 & UNDER

TICKETS: APJCC.ORG/MUSIC

LIVE PERFORMANCES BY
ERIC & HAPPIE • ROCKID
PHARAOH'S DAUGHTER TRIO

JUNE 2, 2019 • 2:00-7:00PM 

SONGS AROUND THE CAMPFIRE
FOOD & DRINK BOOTHS
KIDS PLAY AREA WITH FISHING, 
BIRDWATCHING & CAMPING ACTIVITIES

ADDISON-PENZAK JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER
14855 OKA ROAD, LOS GATOS CA 95032

NEW! CAMPING THEME
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Sisterhood
Holocaust Martyrs’ and Heroes’ Remembrance Day, or Yom 

Hashoah in Hebrew, is a national day of commemoration 

in Israel. The six million Jews murdered in the Holocaust 

are memorialized. It is a solemn day, beginning at sunset 

on the 27th of the month of Nisan and ending the following 

evening. Memorial ceremonies are held throughout the 

country. The main ceremonies, in the evening and the 

following morning, are held at Yad Vashem (the memorial 

in Israel to the 6 million murdered in the Holocaust) and 

are broadcast on television. The President of the State of 

Israel and the Prime Minister, dignitaries, survivors, children 

of survivors and their families, gather together with the 

general public to take part in the memorial ceremony at 

Yad Vashem in which six torches, representing the six 

million murdered Jews, are lit. The following morning, 

the ceremony at Yad Vashem begins with the sounding 

of a siren for two minutes throughout the entire country. 

For the duration of the sounding, work is halted, people 

walking in the streets stop, cars pull off to the side of the 

road and everybody stands at silent attention in reverence 

to the victims of the Holocaust. Afterward, the focus of 

the ceremony at Yad Vashem is the laying of wreaths 

at the foot of the six torches, by dignitaries and the 

representatives of survivor groups and institutions.

In recent years, other countries and Jewish communities 

have adopted Yom Hashoah to mark their own day of 

memorial for the victims of the Holocaust.

I will be participating in the Yom Hashoah Memorial Service 

at our Temple on Wednesday evening, May 1. I participated 

in the service last year at Congregation Beth David, and 

it was a very meaningful and moving experience for me. 

Having visited Yad Vashem twice (2011 and 2016) during 

our Temple Israel trips with Rabbi Magat, I can tell you that 

this is a very powerful place. You cannot visit this place 

without breaking down in tears. The end of the tour is a 

visit to a room where they are still gathering pictures of 

the victims of the Holocaust. Looking at the hundreds 

or maybe thousands of faces on the walls and ceiling 

make this horrible tragedy all too real. There is a separate 

building that is a children’s memorial. You enter a dark 

room and hear the names of children and their ages read. 

This is played 24/7 and it takes 3-4 months to read all of 

the children’s names. (I believe there were over 1 million 

children murdered.) It’s very powerful and horrible, all at 

the same time.

Here is a beautiful poem I found about the Holocaust:

Creator of all, 

Source and shelter, 

Grant a perfect rest under your tabernacle of peace

To those who perished in the Holocaust,

Our fathers and mothers, 

Our sisters and brothers, 

Our rabbis and teachers, 

Our neighbors and children, 

The named and the unnamed,

Whose lives were cut off by 

Brutal, vicious, cunning and calculated violence.

May they find peace in the world to come.

Remember the survivors, who have since passed 

away,

And the virtues of our people who’ve died at the 

hand of malice

In every generation. 

We remember the works of their hands

And the messages of their hearts.

Bless the defenders of Israel with safety and 

strength,

And the righteous of all nations who provide

Protection, shelter and comfort to the Jewish people.

Let their deeds be a source of favor in heaven 

And healing on earth.

Put an end to anger, hatred and fear

And lead us to a time when no one will suffer at the 

hand of another,

Speedily, in our days. 

May the memories of all who faced these horrors

Be sanctified with joy and love.

May their souls be bound up in the bond of life, 

A living blessing in our midst.

(“Shoah Memorial Prayer” by Alden Solovy, © 2012)

Beverly Mendel, Sisterhood President
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Preschool
We are in a quick downward slide 

to the end of the school year! Lately 

I have been taking a bit of extra 

time to observe the kids on the 

playground, and I am loving the 

growth in social interaction that so 

many are displaying. As they continue 

to grow and mature, it is fun to watch 

the social circles grow, and I find 

the kids spend less time fluttering 

from group to group and more time 

in imaginative play and discussion. 

They have grown so much over the 

year, and it is hard to believe we will 

soon be saying goodbye to many 

of our friends. Below you will find a 

few pictures that show a glimpse into 

our day. One of the pictures shows 

82 children sitting on the sidewalk 

in front of the Temple with all of the 

teachers standing around them. I 

must admit I am pretty proud of how 

well they are all sitting! If you look 

closely on the right side of the picture 

you will see one of my little friends 

in red pants and a teal shirt with his 

hand above his head. Every quarter 

we are required to hold a fire drill 

for the entire school. On this day I 

announced the surprise fire drill, and 

our teachers had every child out of 

the school and on the sidewalk in 

under 3 minutes!! The kids then sat 

down and waited until I called their 

name. They have learned over the 

school year to raise their hand and 

say “here” in a very loud voice so we 

can be sure everyone is safe. This 

exercise not only makes certain the 

teachers are prepared for a quick 

evacuation but it also gives us a great 

opportunity to talk to kids about fire 

safety, and of course it prepares 

them for many years of fire drills in 

elementary school and beyond. Our 

kids are so very well behaved and as 

always I am incredibly proud of them!

Barbara Smead  

Director of Early Childhood Education 

 Barbara@templesanjose.org
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A  Ritual Committee A

PARSHALLY TRUE

Or… Why is EZRA a Jewish hero?

Have you ever wondered what the history is behind 

the Torah portions we read weekly and how they were 

divided? How did the varying traditions of the Torah 

get sewn together, and synthesized as a whole? These 

questions intrigued me and prompted me to do some 

research on the subject. Our Torah, also known as the 

Five Books of Moses, the Chumash, the Law, the Tanach, 

the Pentateuch, the Bible, and the Old Testament (for 

Christians) is divided into 54 sections, or 

parsha (parashot for plural). Each parsha 

is named for the first word or words of the 

portion read over the course of a Jewish 

calendar year, which contains up to fifty-five 

weeks depending on whether there’s a leap 

year or not.

Let’s go back in history where we find out that 

Ezra played a significant role, because it was 

at this time that Jews began to read the entire 

Torah in public. 

Remember the Babylonian Captivity (597 B.C -538 B.C.): 

you know—the period in history when the Chaldean 

king, Nebuchadnezzar captured Jerusalem and forced 

thousands of Jews to leave the city and live in Babylon, 

the Chaldean capital? Well, in 586 B.C., after another failed 

rebellion, the king destroyed the city and the Temple, and 

the Ark of the Covenant was lost and was never found 

again. Once again, thousands of Jews were forced into 

exile in Babylon.

Fast forward several decades later, in 538 B.C., when 

the Persians conquered the Babylonians and ruled a 

vast empire including Egypt, Judah and everything in 

between. The ruler of this empire, Cyrus the Great, issued 

a royal decree that permitted the exiles to return to their 

homeland. On the surface, this event would appear to be a 

time for celebrating—but this wasn’t quite the case, as we’ll 

soon see. 

Ezra journeyed from Babylon to Judah eighty years after 

the first group of exiles returned in 458 B.C. He wielded 

a significant amount of power and influence because not 

only was he a priest, scribe, Torah scholar, and religious 

leader of the Jews, but he was appointed by the Persian 

emperor, Artaxerxes, with considerable authority in Judah. 

Because Persians controlled the government, and there 

was no Jewish king, the Jews looked to their religious 

leaders for guidance, and Ezra took full advantage of the 

opportunity. He arrived with “the Torah of Moses,” and 

personally carried it to Jerusalem; it is likely to have been 

the full version of the Torah, the Five Books of 

Moses we’re accustomed to today. 

Unfortunately, when Ezra arrived in Jerusalem, 

the scene was disappointing: the law was widely 

disregarded, intermarriage presented the threat 

that the community would assimilate with pagan 

customs and culture and lose its Jewish identity, 

and public and private morality were abysmal. 

In the entire Tanach, the only two men known 

as lawgivers are Moses and Ezra. Ezra used his 

powerful influential position to rebuild Jerusalem’s walls, 

which the Babylonians had destroyed, and along with 

Nehemiah, also an authority empowered by the Persian 

government in the position of governor, instituted reforms. 

They enforced the observance of the Sabbath and forced 

marriages between Jews and others to be dissolved. 

Absent any ruling king, and with Judah not being an 

independent country, but a province of the Persian Empire, 

these two men were in charge. 

In all likelihood, it was Ezra—the priest, scribe supreme, 

and lawgiver—who had access to documents and came 

to the land with the Torah of Moses in his hand. It seems 

that he was the redactor who took on the arduous task 

of combining these alternate versions of the same stories 

into one work. 

Perhaps in the end, the bigger questions are not who 

wrote the Bible, who divided it into parashot, or who was 

the redactor, but who reads it.

David Goldberg, Ritual Committee  
 

Reference: Who Wrote the Bible? Friedman, R. E. 1987

… because it 

was at this time 

that Jews began 

to read the 

entire Torah in 

public.
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May has arrived and the religious 

school year will be ending on May 

19. What does this mean? Summer 

vacation? – yep. Planning for next 

year? – yep. Cleaning my office? 

– yep. Spending time at URJ 

Camp Newman? – yep. Working 

as faculty at both 6-Points Camps in Southern California 

(Sports and Sci-Tech)? – yep. Going to the bank to deposit 

the tzedakah collected by the school and in turn writing 

checks to the organizations that the students wish to send 

the money to? – yep. All these things and more constitute 

the end of the school year. It is a time to recharge the 

batteries, reflect upon a successful school year, and refine 

the plans that will be implemented for next year. So, what 

can you look forward to for school year 5780?

A Come to the Parent’s meeting on Sunday May 19 

to find out what is in store for next year, as well as 

provide feedback on this year

Rabbi, Cantor, and I are working hard for ways to keep 

TEE’s Religious School fresh and edgy. Much of what 

you each of you see every year comes from discussions 

during my weekly meetings with Rabbi Magat, as well 

as my monthly meetings with our Education Committee. 

This is one of the most important committees within the 

synagogue structure. Mira Karp, our intrepid RS Committee 

chairperson, Sherri Wiesner our VP of Education, Rabbi 

Magat, Cantor Edmondson, and I are always looking for 

new perspectives from the parent constituency. If you have 

a desire to join us next year, the time commitment is short 

but the impact is long lasting. Please give me a call or 

send me an email to discuss your interest.

Come join us for our annual Teacher Appreciation Shabbat 

on Friday May 3. This will be your opportunity to celebrate 

the accomplishments of our hard working teaching 

staff! Also, please join us for our end of the school year 

celebration on Sunday May 19. Hear about all the new 

things that will be taking place for next year, see the 

ending assembly with the kids (including the end of the 

year slide show), and enjoy a free BBQ lunch provided by 

our outstanding Brotherhood. Now is the time to spread 

the word in the community about how TEE is the place to 

be in the South Bay! Have a great summer!

Phil Hankin, MAJE, Director of Education

Religious School

Potluck Dinner and  
Tikkun Olam Discussion

Friday, May 31st at 7:30 PM

Join us after our 

6:30 PM Kabbalat 

Shabbat Service 

for a potluck 

dinner and a 

Tikkun Olam 

discussion on 

Israel. Bring a 

dish and your 

thoughts! Stay 

tuned for more 

details.

Brotherhood Giants Game
Sunday, May 5th at 1:00 PM 

You and your family are invited to join Temple 
Emanu-El Brotherhood to watch the San Jose Giants 
face the Rancho Cucamonga Quakes 
on Sunday, May 5th at 1:00 PM at 
Municipal Stadium in San Jose. 
SJ Giants games are great fun for 
everyone, with lots of fun activities 
for young kids and a family friendly 
vibe. Brotherhood is purchasing a 
block of reserved seating for the event, 
and Temple Emanu-El will be recognized with its 
name on the scoreboard during the game! So come 
on out, enjoy a game, and hang out with fellow 
Temple members. Tickets are $11 each. Please contact 
Shannon Brown at scorbrown@gmail.com or 408-891-
9431 for more information and payment details. 
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This week’s Torah portion is Sh’mini, from Leviticus 9:1 – 

11:47. Sh’mini means “eighth” and this portion starts with 

“And it was on the eighth day that Moses summoned 

Aaron and his sons and the elders of Israel” and instructed 

them on how to perform sin offerings and burnt offerings 

so that “the glory of the Lord will appear to you”. 

During this process of presenting offerings, two of Aaron’s 

sons, Nadab and Abihu brought forth their pans with 

incense in them, which was not what G-d had commanded, 

and so they were consumed by the fire. At that point 

Moses, Aaron, and some others went into the Tent of 

Meeting to avoid a similar fate.

Moses instructed Aaron and his surviving sons to eat what 

was left over from the offerings, but it was all burnt up and 

Moses got angry with Aaron’s sons. 

After this, G-d speaks to Moses and Aaron and begins 

to tell them the laws of kashrut. They may eat any animal 

that has a cloven hoof that is completely split into double 

hooves, and which brings up its cud. No pigs, hares, or 

camels. From the sea, only animals with fins and scales. 

There is a list of prohibited birds, insects, rodents, and 

more. We can’t eat them or even touch their carcasses, 

as we will be deemed unclean. The portion ends with the 

laws around cleanliness after touching a human corpse.

In this parasha, there is a lot of focus on what is clean and 

what is unclean, as well as following very prescriptive rules 

in order to gain favor from G-d. Keeping kosher is always 

an interesting topic for reform Jews. While I think it’s safe 

to say that most of us don’t eat owl or weasel, there’s 

definitely some gray area when it comes to some of these 

prohibited animals. 

Being a reform Jew is all about choice and we can  

choose to have a slice of bacon if we want to. But how  

do we decide which of the 613 commandments must be  

kept (there are a few obvious ones, like thou shalt not kill) 

and which are more optional? Which ones are important 

and which ones are throwaways? Which ones make  

you a Jew? 

One way to look at it may be that we focus on the areas 

that are morally relevant. Whether or not we eat shrimp 

may not impact our moral code or alter how we interact 

with others in our lives. But many of the other mitzvot may 

feel more meaningful and more impactful to the world 

around us and that may be where we want to focus our 

piety. These answers are not the same for every person. 

It’s important to remember, as representatives of Temple 

Emanu-El, that every member of our congregation may 

prioritize different elements of Jewish practice over others. 

But we still come together as a community with a common 

set of core beliefs. 

Mira Karp

Mira Karp has been a member of Temple Emanu-El 

for about 8 years, along with her husband Brian and 

daughters Lily (9) and Ayla (7). She is on the Board 

of Trustees and the chair of the Religious School 

Committee. She works as the Director of Customer 

Success at travel startup TripActions.  

My Take on Torah

Community  

Yom  

HaShoah  

Memorial  

Service

SILICON  VALLEY

with  special  guest  speaker  

Max  Garcia, a  survivor

& with  the  participation  of  the  

Jewish  clergy  of  the  community, 

a  community  adult  choir  and  

children's  choir

TEMPLE  EMANU-EL

1010  University  Avenue,

San  Jose, CA  95126

In  addition, please  see  the  CHAIM  

Exhibit, which  we  are  hosting  in  

honor  of  Yom  HaShoah  from  

April  22nd  to  May  6th.

Questions? Call us at (408) 292-0939 or visit our 

website at www.templesanjose.org. Please note 

that neighborhood parking restrictions can be 

disregarded and have been lifted for the evening.

WEDNESDAY, MAY  1

AT  7:00  pm
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Those who have died recently

William (Bill) Wood, husband of Janet Wood

Irene Danziger, mother of Eric and Vera Danziger

John Newman, father of Bob Newman

Lori Gilbert-Kaye, victim of Chabad of  
Poway attack

And those we have lost in years past

May 3 | Martin Baer, Mollie Bain, Barton Dafoe, 
Mollie Drezinsky, Meyer Eisenberg, Marilyn Feinstein, 
Bill Fox, Gerald Gagle, Jack Gardner, Eleanore 
Goldfinger, Paul Hausner, Judith Hettler, Jeannette 
Josephs, Alexandra Kanciruk, Dr. Robert (Bob) 
Kirshbaum, Phyllis Levy, Nathan Litman, Eric Mendel, 
Isaac Miller, Fay Myers, Benjamin Nadel, Beatrice 
W. Newman, Jamie Beth Nussbaum, David Parnes, 
Bernice Richman, Eulalia Rose, Herman Rosen, 
Carmen Rousso, Philip Ruby, Jessica Savin, Hyman 
Shopkow, Simon Silin, Sarah Simon, Robert Tobias, 
Malvin Weiss, Randie Wellington, Robert Wooten

May 10 | Sanford Alaynick, Morris Atlas, Irvin Becker, 
Sophie Blumer, Bessie Engleman Cohn, Ellis Forbes, 
Varda Friedman, Dr. Philip Green, Marguerite Heldt, 
Helen Hersch, Siegfried Kahn, Elvira Kakis, Leonard 
Katz, Eddie Koppel, Nettie Lee, Elias Levin, Kate 
Levin, Sydney Levin, Paris Frank Massik, Rebecca 
Miller, Jean Modiano, Joy Newman, Jerome (Jerry) 
Prizant, John Puopolo, Dewey Richards, Joseph 
Rosenberg, Anne Rotofsky, Isaac Rousso, Steven 
Rutherford, Rohi Sahim, Sarra Saltzman, Mort Schorr, 
Betty Schwartz, Lillian F. Silver, Max Sucher, Samuel 
Telson, Irwin Tuttelman, Harry Aaron Wagner, Jack 
Weiss, Joy Welvang, Norman Zinker

May 17 | Rachel Epstein Annan, Jerry Barnhart, 
Juliet Roy Bloom, Joseph Boroditsky, Max Boxer, 
Ruth Bryman, Victor Donath, Toby Feigon, , George I. 

Frank, Rachel Glicksberg, Lillian Heller, , Joe Jaffee, 
Craig Karnal, Martin Kirschenbaum, Mrs. Helen 
Landman, Anna C. Lax, Abe Lerner, David Levine, 
Nathan Lewis, Florence Libglid, Frederick Lissak, 
Jack Mackay, Kate Mamon, Samuel Semmy Marcus, 
Gary Melmon, Percy Mostow, Lena Naymark, Harry 
Pollak, Sheldon Prizant, Burton Rubenstein, Solomon 
Sahim, Elfriede Schimek, Mollye Sockolov, Seymour 
Louis Stone, Herb Terrell, Katelyn Vo, Charleen 
Weinstein, Mildred Werba, Joseph Woron

May 24 | Jack Abrams, Gertrude Altman, Rosalyn 
Applebaum, Frances Atlas, Claire Basist, Bernie 
Bernstein, Marcus Joel Bernstein, Meyer Bloom, 
Adam Cintz, Adeline Cohen, Freida Ida Engleman, 
Hirsch Engleman, Beatrice Fishman, Julian Forster, 
Judy Foxman, Abraham Friedman, Al Golden, Joel 
Goldfarb, W.C. Grammer, Ethel Hirsch, Theodore 
D. Holstein, Rose Hubert, Samuel Kahn, Louis 
Lepausky, Leslie Lerner, Louis Leven, Ethel Lindauer, 
Carl McClure, Nathan Polock, Randy Reiser, Zenda 
Rutansky, Max Schwalbe, Gilbert Senigaglia, Oscar 
Shev, Albert I Silver, Max Simans, Rose Yzhaki

May 31 | Clara W. Altschuler, Morton Barr, Philip 
Basist, Steve Berman, Maxwell H. Bloom, Emanuel 
Cohen, Robert Cohn, Vivian Debenport, Albert 
Diamondstone, Murray Dwosken, Anita Eisenberg, 
Minnie Fagen, Dr. N. William Forest, Lottie Ganz, 
Margo Goldberg, Edith Goldeen, Leahn Halprin, Mr. 
Donald Heiman, Ida Horshman, Sidney Huchital, 
Violet Hutchins, Eileen Jackel, Howard Just, Dora 
Kaisel, Jacob Ari Katz, Emily Grace Leiter, Emil 
Leoffler, Albert Ludwig, Albert Ludwig, Grace 
Migdol, Golda Miller, Bluma Nadel, Tony Rose, Doris 
Rosenberg, Abraham Rubenstein, Julius Schatten, 
Isadore Seelig, Irina Shpigel, Isadore Stein, Philip 
Svigals, Ethel Swartz, Howard Swartz, Mr. Henry J. 
Thailer, Joseph Hart Walters, Max David Yampol

We Remember



Sponsor an Oneg

Special Occasions: Birthdays, 
Anniversaries, Graduations

Memorials: In memory of a loved one’s 
Yahrzeit 

There are two ways to sponsor: Bring 
3 platters of food OR donate, and food 
platters will be prepared on your behalf.

Sign up by contacting  
admin@templesanjose.org.

Connections

12

General Fund
Jewel Altman 

at the bequest of Julia (Jewel) Altman 
of blessed memory

Rhea Carter 
in memory of Harry Hagler

Stephen and Arlene Greenberg 
in memory of Ben Weiss

Stephen and Arlene Greenberg 
in memory Alexandra Kanciruk

Stephen and Arlene Greenberg 
in memory of Malvin Weiss

Mary Hawkes 
in loving memory of Mrs. Mildred 
Bloom

Dr. Robert and Jo Anne Hersch 
in memory of Muriel Gardner

Dr. Robert and Jo Anne Hersch 
in memory of Jack Gardner

Rita Rae Jacobson 
in loving memory of Gail Cahn

Deborah Katzman 
in loving memory of Shirley Brenner

Steve Ladowitz and Annette Ladowitz 
in memory of Herman Ladowitz

Daniel and Shirley Lee 
in memory of Nettie B Lee

Alan Levin 
in memory of Jean Levin

Fagie Rosen & family 
in memory of Irene Danziger

Jay Rubenstein 
in memory of Helen D Rubenstein

Jay Rubenstein 
in memory of Alex Mendizabez

Hugh Silin 
in memory of Simon and Beatrice Silin

Henry and Susan Walaszczyk 
in memory of Barbara Grossman

Henry and Susan Walaszczyk 
in memory of George Grossman

Henry and Susan Walaszczyk 
in memory of Larry Grossman

Henry and Debra Watkins

Selma Zinker 
in memory of Norman Zinker

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Steven and Susan Ellenberg 

in loving memory of Gail Actor Cahn

Barbara Ellman 
in memory of Michael Scott Ellman. 
Your light, laughter, warmth and love 
is cherished and missed for ever.

Scholar in Residence Fund
Robert and Margaret Cant 
in memory of Irvin Becker

Thank You for Your Generous Contributions

 This list includes contributions made on or between 03/20/2019–04/17/2019.

If you would like to make a contribution, visit www.templesanjose.org

Israel Scholarship Fund

This month’s featured fund, in 
honor of Israel’s Independence 
Day (Yom Ha’Atzmaut), is our 
Israel Scholarship Fund! While 
this is incorporated into the Youth 
Enrichment Fund, this particular 
fund is geared for any young 
person who is interested in going 
to Israel. It is very flexible and helps 
supplement the costs for short term 
trips, educational pursuits, gap 
year programs, and more. Although 
this fund is designed for programs 
within the Union for Reform 
Judaism, due to its general nature, 
it can be used for many programs 
in Israel as long as it is approved 
by senior staff. Please contact us 
at admin@templesanjose.org if you 
or your child(ren) are interested in 
learning more. 

Fund of the 
Month

O
ne

g 
Sp

on
so

rs

April 5, 2019 | Henry & Susan Walaszczyk in honor of Susan’s mother 
Barbara, brother George and father Larry Grossman; Hugh Silin in 
memory of his mother Beatrice Silin; Suzanne G Burns in memory 
of Joseph and Urada Burns; Dr. Gary Gold and Rita Gold Loren in 
memory of Stanley Robert Gold; Families of 6th-7th graders

April 21, 2019 | The Everett Dishotsky Family in honor of Abigail’s  
Bat Mitzvah; Nancy Gerston in loving memory of Abraham Borts;  
Dr. Gary Gold and Rita Gold Loren in memory of Stanley Robert 
Gold; Barbara Lotman in memory of her husband, Marty

April 26, 2019 | The Dedering Family in honor of Graycie and 
Benjamin’s B’nai Mitzvah; The Frederick Family in memory of Peggy 
Frederick; Jonathan Avila; Leann Cherkasky in memory of her 
mother Carol



JFS SV Needs Host Families for Temporary Housing 
Frequently Asked Questions 

We resettle refugees who need temporary (1-2 month) 
housing. These are people who don’t have a U.S. tie. We 
are hoping that you will open your hearts and homes. 
What type of accommodations do they need? They 
need their own bedroom and bathroom. 
Who are these people, and have they been screened? 
These are recently-arrived refugees from around the 
world who have gone through rigorous vetting. 
Why should I open my home to a stranger? As Jews, 
we were once strangers in a strange land. The Torah tells 
us 36 times that we should welcome the stranger. 
May I speak with someone who has already hosted? 
Yes, we will connect you with a current/past host family. 
Will I need to do everything for these clients? No, they 
will be case-managed by JFS SV staff. They will go to 
JFS for ESL classes and for support to find a job. 
Can I be compensated? Yes, we will compensate for 
your increased utilities. 
Do they speak English? In most cases they can 
communicate with you in English. 
What if I have company coming? We will find a place 
for them to stay temporarily.
Where are they from? All over the world but mostly from 
Iran and Afghanistan 
Will I be trained about what to do? Yes, JFS SV staff 
will train you. 
What will I need to do? Provide a safe place for them to 
stay upon arrival. 
Did you know: JFS SV is the only agency resettling 
refugees in Santa Clara County. 
Are there other ways I can help? Yes, you can become 
a volunteer driver or mentor, join our housing task force, 
or contribute toward refugee rent. 

If you can help, please contact Azita Eshagh, 
Refugee Resettlement Coordinator: 

azitae@jfssv.org, (408) 357-7457

Jewish Family Services of Silicon Valley 

Connections
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14855 Oka Road, Los Gatos, CA 95032

Jewish education, enrichment 
classes,  tness, aquatics, 
camp, after-school activities, 
cultural programs, event
rentals, and more.

www.apjcc.org

Yoga Minyan
Saturday, May 18 at 10:00 AM

Join Rabbi Laurie Matzkin for a Shabbat yoga 

class in the BFR, combining mindful movement, 

creative ritual and reflective study. Makom Yoga 

provides a refreshing mix of Jewish learning 

(with themes flowing from the weekly parsha, 

upcoming holidays, and beyond) with guided 

meditation, breath work and asana practice.
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If you would like to advertise in  

Temple Emanu-El’s Connections

contact Helena Hawkins at  

helena@templesanjose.org.

Gloria Melmon Ascher
Realtor
BRE#00613382

Cell 408.781.8624
Office	 408.741.1111	x604
Fax	 408.741.1199
gascher@apr.com

12772	Saratoga-Sunnyvale	Road
Suite	1000
Saratoga,	CA	95070
www.GloriaAscher.com

REALTORS

Do you have difficulty 
hearing the services in the 
Sanctuary?
If so, please inform a service 
usher, service greeter, or a 
custodian and they will gladly 
provide you with a listening  
device that will amplify the sound.
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Clergy____________________________________________________________
Dana Magat | Senior Rabbi – rabbimagat@templesanjose.org
Amanda Edmondson | Cantor – cantoramanda@templesanjose.org
Joseph Gitin, D.D. (z”l) | Rabbi Emeritus

Committee Chairs__________________________________________________
Bobi Levine | Havurah Coordinator – havurah@templesanjose.org
Dan Lee | Membership Commitment – dues@templesanjose.org
Uri Gottfeld | Facilities – facilities@templesanjose.org
Branden Frederick | Ritual – ritual@templesanjose.org
Robert Levy | Tikkun Olam – to@templesanjose.org
Debbie Michels | Membership – membership@templesanjose.org
TBD | Leadership Development – leadership@templesanjose.org
Mira Karp | Religious School – rscommittee@templesanjose.org
Fagie Rosen and Harriet Saltzman | Caring Committee – caring@templesanjose.org
TBD | Endowment Committee – endowment@templesanjose.org
Denise Moreno | Preschool Committee – pscommittee@templesanjose.org

Staff_____________________________________________________________
Stephanie Pollock | Executive Director – stephanie@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 ext. 233
Barbara Smead | Director, Early Childhood Education – barbara@templesanjose.org | 408-293-8660 | #434404443
Phil Hankin | Director of Education – phil@templesanjose.org | 408-292-3223
Shantha Smith | Bookkeeper – shantha@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 x235
Helena Hawkins | Marketing Coordinator– helena@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 ext. 234
Iris Bendahan | Administrative Assistant and Clergy Support – iris@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 ext. 231
Cherie Ravel | Cemetery Administrator – cherie@templesanjose.org | 408-674-5867

Board of Trustees__________________________________________________
Deborah Zimmer | President – president@templesanjose.org
Dana Brody-Brown | Secretary – secretary@templesanjose.org
Debbie Michels | VP Membership – vpmembership@templesanjose.org
Larry Fox | VP Development – vpdevelopment@templesanjose.org
David Heiman | Treasurer – treasurer@templesanjose.org
Ilene Tucker | VP Administration – vpadmin@templesanjose.org
Sherri Wiesner | VP Education and Youth – vprey@templesanjose.org
Andrew Weinberg | Immediate Past President

Auxiliaries________________________________________________________
Beverly Mendel | Sisterhood President – sisterhood@templesanjose.org
Zach Szereszewski | Brotherhood President – brotherhood@templesanjose.org
Devin Makhni | EESY Co-President – youthgroup@templesanjose.org
Sela Josephs| EESY Co-President – youthgroup@templesanjose.org

CONNECTIONS is published 10 times a year by Temple Emanu-El, 1010 University Ave., San Jose, CA 95126. 

Award/Operating and Tribute Funds
General Fund
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Alvin Ravel Garden Fund
Beverly Jordan Temple Beautification Fund
Judith Jurman Omens Cemetery 

Beautification Fund
Lou and Clara Juren Library Fund
Ralph Goldeen Library Fund
Endowment Fund

Religious Funds
Harold Cahn Prayerbook Fund
Kenneth Gordon Children’s Prayerbook Fund
Susanne & Maurice Tucker High Holy Days 

Music Fund
Ida F. Kragen Consecration and Caring Fund

Youth Funds
Religious School Fund
Religious School Enrichment Fund
Betty Rinsler Religious School
Endowment Fund
Weintraub Religious School Scholarship Fund
Youth Enrichment Fund
Leonard and Bernice Gaon Campership Fund
Michael Elman Campership Fund
Milton Fox Campership Fund
Phyllis Matzner Campership Fund
Israel Scholarship Fund
Susanne C. Blickman Arts and Crafts Fund
Sid Rosenberg Religious School Senior Trip 

Fund

Cultural Funds
Choir Fund
Phyllis Omel Junior Choir Fund
Bertram Berns Music Fund
Shank-Rockman Family Sound System Fund
Scholar in Residence Fund

Community Funds
Accompaniment Fund 
Facilities for the Aged Fund (Chai House)
JoAnne Salman-Tehrani Homeless Fund

Other Tribute Opportunities
$36 - Prayerbook Tribute
$218/$500/$750 - Tree of Life
Leaf/small/large rock
$500 - Sanctuary Chair Plaque
$750 - Memorial Plaque (in sanctuary foyer)

Opportunities in 
Levin Learning Center
$5,000 - Stair Plaque
$10,000 - Library Column Dedication
$25,000 - Room Dedication

Contact the Admin team for 
additional opportunities.

Making a contribution to one of Temple Emanu-El’s many funds is a wonderful way to 
honor your friends and family. You may make contributions in honor of a birth, a birthday, 
brit milah, baby naming, Bar/Bat Mitzvah, confirmation, graduation, engagement, 
wedding, anniversary, promotion, new home, special occasion or just because. You may 
also make contributions for get-well wishes, condolences, remembrances and yahrzeits.
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