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Friday, March 1

6:00 PM Congregational 
 Shabbat Dinner

7:00 PM Erev Shabbat  
 Family Service

Friday, March 8

7:00 PM Passport to Judaism

Saturday, March 9

9:00 AM Baby Shabbat

10:30 AM Bar Mitzvah of  
 Ari Snider

Friday, March 15

6:00 PM Shabbat Around the  
 Table ~ Tot Shabbat

7:00 PM Erev Shabbat Service

Saturday, March 16

10:00 AM Yoga Minyan

Wednesday, March 20

7:00 PM Erev Purim Adult  
 Experience

Friday, March 22

6:30 PM Shabbat HaNefesh

Saturday, March 23

10:00 AM Tai Chi

Friday, March 29

7:30 PM Rock Shabbat Service

March Service 
Schedule

1010 University Ave., 

San Jose, CA 95126

408-292-0939

www.templesanjose.org

facebook.com/templesanjose 

twitter.com/templesanjose 

admin@templesanjose.org

Growing Our Future Mishloach Manot
Deadline: Wednesday, March 13 at 5:00 PM

Planning to make and send Mishloach Manot to your fellow 
Temple members? Don’t worry, it’s on us - all you have to 
do is put in your order, and we’ll make them for you! Go to 
www.templesanjose.org, hover over “Giving,” and select 
“Mishloach Manot” at the bottom of the list. Bags will be 
available for pick up after Shabbat services on March 15 and 16, at  
the Purim Carnival on March 17, and at the Erev Purim Adult Experience on March 20.  

http://www.templesanjose.org
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1 After these events, King Achashverosh promoted Haman, son of Hamdata, the Agagite and 
1 After these events, King Achashverosh promoted Haman, son of Hamdata, the Agagite and 

advanced him; he placed his seat above all his fellow ministers. 2 All the king’s servants at the 
king’s gate kneeled and bowed before Haman, for so had the king commanded concerning 

him. But Mordechai would not kneel or bow. 3 The king’s servants at the king’s gate said to 
Mordechai, “Why do you transgress the King’s command?” 4 Finally, when they had said this 
to him day after day and he did not listen to them, they informed Haman to see if Mordechai’s 

words would endure, for he had told them that he [would never bow because he] was a Jew. 
5 When Haman saw that Mordechai would not kneel or bow before him, Haman was filled 

with wrath. 6 But he thought it contemptible to kill only Mordechai, for they had informed 
him of Mordechai’s nationality. Haman sought to annihilate all the Jews, Mordechai’s people, 

throughout Achashveirosh’s entire kingdom. 7 In the first month, which is the month of Nissan, 
in the twelfth year of King Achashverosh’s reign, a pur, which is a lot, was cast before Haman, 

for every day and every month, [and it fell] on the twelfth month, which is the month of Adar. 
Figured out the joke? Ha! Join us for our Erev Purim Adult Experience on Wednesday, March 20th at 7:00 PM.

8 Haman said to King Achashverosh, “There is one nation scattered and dispersed among the nations throughout the 
provinces of your kingdom, whose laws are unlike those of any other nation and who do not obey the laws of the King. It 

is not in the King’s interest to tolerate them. 9 If it please the King, let [an edict] be issued for their destruction, and I will 
pay ten thousand silver talents to the functionaries, to be deposited in the King’s treasuries.” 10 The king removed his 
signet ring from his hand and gave it to Haman, son of Hamdata, the Agagite, persecutor of the Jews. 11 The king said 
to Haman, “The money is yours to keep, and the nation is yours to do with as you please.” 12 The king’s scribes were 
then summoned on the thirteenth day of the first month, and all that Haman commanded to the king’s satraps and the 

governors of each province and to the nobles of each nation was written to each province according to its script and 
each nation according to its language. It was written in King Achashveirosh’s name and sealed with the king’s signet ring. 

Rabbi Dana L. Magat

Words From the Rabbi

Temple Emanu-El’s 
Second Night Seder

April 20, 2019 at 5:00 PM

It’s time to read from the Haggadah, enjoy a 
warm seder, and have a joyous time with your 
family, friends, and loved ones here at Temple 
Emanu-El! Join us as we explore the story of 
the Exodus from Egypt. Passover dinner is 

served; bring your own wine. Vegetarian meals 
available upon request. Everyone is welcome. 

Online registration will open soon.
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The Whole Megillah

So yes, we will read the whole 
Megillah again this year at the 
Adult Purim Evening. If you’ve 
never been, do consider coming 
this year. It’s a real hoot - come 
in costume of course. It’ll be fun, 
she said.  You will laugh, she said. 
You will eat and drink (what’s your 

favorite flavor of hamentaschen?).  I’ll be there and I hope to 
see you at 7 PM on Wednesday, March 20th. 

Meanwhile, back to the Megillah. The Scroll of Esther, or 
Megillat Esther, is pretty minor in some ways, and major in 
others. There are important characters here, and I’d like to 
focus on the women, especially Vashti and Esther.  Though 
Vashti is only mentioned in the first chapter (well, in the 
first verse of the 2nd chapter also), I think she is a strong 
heroine and a great role model which we can consider in the 
current time.  She would fit right in with the current climate 
in that she rejected being objectified by her husband, the 
king Ahasuerus. (We can have a discussion later about the 
different spellings and pronunciations of that name.) What 
he requested was not really out of the ordinary; Vashti was 
beautiful. He was proud to have her as his queen, and he 
wanted to show her off to his guests. And she refused. In 
current parlance, she refused to be objectified to show off 
her feminine beauty. Instead, she gave a dinner for the other 
women in the palace. The camaraderie of the ladies; nice 
touch. But there were repercussions.

Vashti was sent away for disobeying her husband, the king. 
Next, we have the equivalent of a beauty pageant, where 
young women are brought in to see who might be a suitable 
new (and hopefully more obedient) wife. Here’s where 
Esther, the niece of Mordecai, comes into the picture. And 
while Esther is willing to be an object, unlike Vashti, she has 
an ulterior motive which she keeps secret: at the direction 
of her uncle Mordecai, she wants to protect her people, the 
Jews of Shushan, from being persecuted by the evil Haman. 

So we have two strong women in the Book of Esther. I think 
that both of them really display strengths we want to see in a 
heroine. Vashti had a strong sense of self, of self-protection. 
That is an important trait that I would like to see in girls and 
boys, women and men. To be willing to stand up for oneself 
and not be treated like an object, even by a king. In Esther, 
we have someone who sees the importance of things 
beyond herself. She had a strong sense of responsibility to 
the Jewish people. And she examined her role in contrast 
to Vashti’s, and learned from Vashti’s experience in order to 
accomplish her goals. 

I’m also excited to be part of Passport to Judaism on March 
8th. I hope you will come to visit the table on becoming 
Jewish and Mikvah in the Temple House following the 
service. Liz and I will be there to greet you.

As always, I’d love to hear from you. I did get one response 
to my article on trees.

L’shalom, Deborah Zimmer

From the President

Are you ready for Purim?

Come party with us at our Erev 
Purim Adult Experience on 
Wednesday, March 20th at 7:00 
PM! We will be having a Megillah 
trivia night and costume party. 
Come dressed up and prepared 
to school everyone else in the 
Megillah! We will be splitting 
into teams for Megillah Trivia. All 

questions will be based on the Megillah, so be sure to prep 
ahead of time and do your homework.

Here are some questions to get you warmed up!

1. Where does the Purim story take place? 

2. How many days did King Achashveirosh’s first party last?

3. What was the name of the King’s wife at the beginning of 
the story?

4. How many sons did Haman have?

5. What does the word Purim mean?

6. What was Esther’s real Hebrew name?

7. What did Mordecai refuse to do that made Haman angry?

8. Does Temple Emanu-El have a Megillat Esther scroll?

Cantor Amanda Edmondson

Cantor Notes

Answers:  1. Shushan; 2. 180 days; 3. Vashti; 4. 10; 5. Lots; 6. Hadassah; 7. 

Bow down to him; 8. Yes
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Dear Temple Emanu-El Community,

This month I decided to stretch my creative wings a bit.  Instead of telling you about Purim,  
I adapted the text of the whole Megillah and created a rap.  If you would like to see a very  
low-tech video of me reciting it, please visit: https://youtu.be/Ph9qcefzO_w

Chag Sameach, happy Purim and enjoy!

Back in the day, in the hood of Shushan
Old King A had it going going on.
He called for his queen and he called for his crew
“Let’s get folks to the palace for a fly barbecue!”

The king said “V where you at, where you be?”
But Vashti was like “oh not today not me.”
The king got mad, he was proper angrified
He said “you be gone and I’ll get a new bride.”

King A then called all the chicks in the land
Called them to the palace, told them Vashti was banned
He wanted only mamas who were easy on the eyes
He had a ‘tude and said “only beauties need apply.”

So it came to pass that Esther was found
A super fly girl whose looks were renowned.
Her uncle was a guy they called Mordecai
He took her to the king, saying “he’s the boss guy.”

When the king saw Es, he said “dang she fine”
He said “I’m gonna marry her, make her all mine.”
He had no clue that Esther was a Jew
She kept that to herself as Morty told her to.  

The king had a homie, he’d say “hey man, Haman!”
Haman always came and said “S’up what’s the plan?”
The king he was mad because Morty would not bow
Haman got so mad he said “his death do I vow.”

But Haman wasn’t done he said “why stop with him?”
Let’s kill all the Jews and his smile was grim
The king said “I’m down with the plan let’s go
But for now let’s eat, have a beer with me bro.” 

When Mordecai learned, learned what would happen
He was fit to be tied, you could say “mortified.”
He tore his clothes, put on sackcloth and ashes
He was crying in the city and he feared the soldiers’ slashes.
Esther heard the news and was really agitated
“Will they all be like my eunuchs whom we know were 
castrated?”
She summoned Mordecai, said “come to the Palace
She wanted him to fight and to battle Haman’s malice

Mordecai said “no way will I come.” 
so Esther called for Hathach saying “talk to him, son.”
Hathach talked to Morty and he was totally appalled
He said “ol Haman’s cray, he’ll kill us big and small.

Morty said “here’s a fix only Esther can swing
You have to face your fears, have a talk with the king.”
Esther said “you right, and I hear what you say
We gotta fight for freedom it’s the only good way.”

Esther ordained all the folks should fast
They should have no water and three days it should last
She had some nerve, said the fast she’d observe
She and her girls would not leave people underserved

Three days gone and Esther’s with the King
He said “what you want” and she said “here’s the thing,
I want to have a banquet with Haman as my guest
Let me do this and I’ll tell you all the rest.”

The king said “Okay” and Haman was called
Haman wasn’t happy cuz he saw Morty sprawled
By the king’s gate pleading for the fate of the Jews
Haman said “he gotta go, it’s hanging for him too.”

But later that night while the king was sleeping
He woke from a dream that made him feel like weeping
He learned from a guard that he had been saved
By Morty, it was Morty who kept him from the grave.

The king said “Haman go and get Mordecai
Give him fancy clothes make him look real fly.”
Haman he went home and with his wife he cried
“Honey it’s all over now” she said with a sigh.

Back at the feast Esther spoke to the King
She told him the truth, told him every thing.
She said “I’m a Jew and my peeps are Jews too
But Haman wants to kill us and I don’t know what to do.”

The King he was heated when he heard Esther’s speech
He said “Girl you honest and I like what you preach.”
He then told Haman “say goodbye to your friends, 
The hanging meant for Morty will be yours in the end.”

And so it came to pass that the Jews won out
Mort now had lots of power let there be no doubt.
Esther got her bling bling and she ruled with glee
So every year we toast her and our history.

 Nora Rousso, Ritual Committee

A  Ritual Committee A

https://youtu.be/Ph9qcefzO_w
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Preschool
We loved our many rainy days this 
winter but boy, are we happy for 
spring to come!!! Enjoy a little bit of 
our world!

Barbara Smead, Director of Early Childhood Education 
 Barbara@templesanjose.org

Mazel Tov 
to our wonderful 
Carol Hoffman, 

on her selection as 

Campbell’s 2018 

Citizen of the Year! 

She will be honored 

on Saturday, March 

16th.  

Carol Hoffman has 

lived in Campbell 

for over 30 years. 

She is a software 

program director, 

and she enjoys 

volunteering in her 

spare time.

We at Temple Emanu-El are so proud of her 

accomplishments and this well-deserved recognition. 

Mazel tov!

Mazel Tov 
to Berry and Teri Kane on the birth of a  

new grandson, Judah Moses Miller, 
born February 12, 2019.  

Judah is the son of Emily and Nate Miller  

of Los Angeles. Judah arrived two days  

before his big sister Leeba turned two.

mailto:Barbara%40templesanjose.org?subject=
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Sisterhood Happenings – Looking At Purim From A Woman’s Point Of View

The following are excerpts from 2 articles I read about Purim from 
a Female’s Perspective.  One is by Josefin Dolstein and the other 
by Ruth Balinsky Friedman both written on February 28, 2018.

The Jewish holiday of Purim is a story complete with 
heroes and villains.  Purim’s story centers on two women: 
Queen Vashti and Queen Esther. And in the era of #MeToo, 
that means Jews must look more carefully at their Purim 
storytelling and who they hold up as heroes and why. 
Some have thought of Purim as a bit of a feminist holiday in 
that there were always strong female role models, but it is 
especially striking this year as we’ve watched the #MeToo 
movement just explode.

The key character of Purim has long been Queen Esther, 
who leads the Jewish people in the story to victory over 
the wicked plans of Haman, who wished to kill the Jews. As 
kids, most young girls dressed up as the beautiful Queen 
Esther. But now it is suggested that the true hero of the story 
is not Esther — who submitted to male power in her heroics 
— but her predecessor, Queen Vashti, who resisted.

In the first chapter of the book, Vashti refuses to obey King 
Achashverosh’s demand to parade before his guests, 
leading to the removal of Vashti and the search for a new 
queen. Vashti was standing up for herself in disobeying her 
husband’s command to expose herself to his guests. (The 
king’s request is often interpreted to mean that he asked 
Vashti to come out wearing nothing but her crown.)  Vashti 
has been deservedly praised by feminists for refusing to 
abide by her husband’s demands, especially when this 
refusal came at great risk to her life.  

Esther’s role in the story is quite complicated. We were all 
taught that after Vashti was banished, Achashverosh held 
a beauty pageant to find a new queen, and Esther was the 
most beautiful of them all. But the text tells a different story. 
As part of this pageant, Esther was in fact one of the many 
young maidens who were taken against their will and forced 
to spend a night with the king.  The text also tells us that a 
new law was established to force all women to submit to 
their husbands. To be a woman in Esther’s time was to live a 
life of total submission to male authority. She had no choice.

Traditionally, Esther has been praised and Vashti rejected. A 
recent feminist response to this has been to embrace Vashti 
as a symbol of female empowerment, and to see Esther as 
a symbol of female submission. But we see now that this 
characterization is wrong. Esther was a victim of abuse. She 
was taken from her home and brought into an environment 
in which she had to submit to male authority in order to 
survive. She knew from Vashti what happened to women 
who fought back. This is a timely conversation.  In the past 
year, our society has undergone a rapid transformation in 
how we think about men and women, and the dynamics 
of power and abuse. This change is important because it 
means victims can speak out and know there is a much 
greater chance they can be heard.  

On a related subject, 
here are some pictures 
from the Women’s March 
in downtown San Jose 
on January 19, 2019.  I 
participated along with 
many other women from 
Temple Emanu-El.

Beverly Mendel 
Sisterhood President

Save the Date 
Sisterhood  

Women’s Seder
Tuesday, April 23 at 6:00 PM

Calling all sisters, mothers, daughters, and friends - 
come share in a delicious Women’s Seder hosted by 
Sisterhood. Join in the camaraderie and uplifting ritual 

by bringing a Kosher for Passover style salad, side dish 
or dessert to share (entrée and ritual foods provided). 
Event is $8 for Sisterhood members and $12 for non-

sisterhood members. Please RSVP by Friday, April 19 
to Beverly at beverlyandneil@gmail.com. 

mailto:beverlyandneil%40gmail.com?subject=
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The Mission of Brotherhood
I write these articles with two goals in mind. One is to let 

the congregation know what Brotherhood is up to, and 

the other is to drum up interest with other men at Temple. 

There is always a spirited debate in our meetings about how 

we can attract new members—everyone has an opinion. I 

thought it might be interesting to briefly explain the origin of 

Brotherhood in Reform Judaism. Who knows? Maybe you 

will find a connection there and come join us one Sunday 

for lox and bagels.

It turns out that the genesis of Brotherhood chapters took 

place in 1923 in New York when 65 Reform Jewish men’s 

clubs got together to agree on a mission statement and 

form a national organization. No, I wasn’t there in ’23; I 

joined Brotherhood first in Philadelphia. Nearly 85 years 

later, Men of Reform Judaism, MRJ, updated the name and 

mission statement to read, “To serve Jewish men, Reform 

Judaism, and its local congregations.”  That is exactly what 

we do at Temple Emanu El!

The tricky part is, how can we best serve Jewish men and 

the congregation? We provide service when we help with 

Temple events and with High Holiday setup. We provide 

social activities, serving food whenever latkes or BBQ 

is appropriate. We support one another with discussion 

in our meeting, typically looking for ways to improve the 

organization. On occasion we find relevant, impactful 

guest speakers to keep us up to date on current events. 

We even dabble in technology, and we could use some 

new ideas in that arena. We support our Temple youth at 

every opportunity, because this strengthens our Jewish 

community—and they’re a pretty good bunch of kids.

If you are a member and reading this, thank you for 

your participation. If you are thinking about becoming a 

member, come join us. We appreciate any and all levels of 

involvement. Come play golf or bocce ball, buy a tee shirt, 

help us with BBQ, watch the other guys make latkes, gives 

us your opinion on how to engage new members. You 

could absolutely make a difference. You could support the 

congregation.

Steve Wernick, Brotherhood Member

Join us for a fun 9 holes of golf at the Pruneridge Golf 

Course followed by a casual lunch at Pruneridge. 

This event is open to all Temple members and would 

be great for families and children, as a Havurah 

outing, or just as a way to 

socialize while sharpening 

your short game skills.  

Golf is $24, lunch is $14.

RSVP to Dan Lee at  

408-268-0926 or email  

dan.shirleylee@sbcglobal.net. 

RSVP and payment is due  

by Tuesday, March 12. 

Brotherhood  
Fun Golf

Saturday, March 16 at 10:00 AM

Sunday, March 10 at 12:30 PM

Ladies, please join Cantor Amanda Edmondson for a 

relaxed lunch and spiritually uplifting experience. This 

Rosh Chodesh, co-sponsored by the Temple Ritual 

Committee and Sisterhood, invites all adult women of 

the congregation to celebrate the holiday of Purim. 

Get dressed up and get silly! 

EESY Senior Youth Group (8th – 12th Grades)

Temple Emanu-El Senior 
Youth group offers an 
opportunity for 8th-12th grade 
students of Temple Emanu-El 
to come together for social, 
ritual, and community service 
activities. With a full slate of activities organized by 
an active Youth-led board, teens stay connected and 
make friends while gaining leadership skills. For more 
information, contact: youthgroup@templesanjose.org. 

mailto:dan.shirleylee%40sbcglobal.net?subject=
mailto:youthgroup%40templesanjose.org?subject=
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Winter Havdalah
It was a dark and stormy night, but over sixty-five people, 

ranging from infants to veterans of life, enjoyed the warmth 

of Temple Emanu-El’s second Winter Havdalah. Long-time 

members, new members, and guests gathered in three 

homes to celebrate the ending of Shabbat and welcome 

the new week.  The food and drink were delicious and 

plentiful as everyone enjoyed socializing with friends both 

old and new. Many thanks to our hosts: Bruce Frederick, 

Eric and Kelly Snider, and Grant and Debbie Michels. Mark 

your calendars for our summer Neighborhood Havdalah on 

August 24th!
Shirley Lee, Trustee
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Here are clues to the following 
riddle:

Significance: Remembers the 
defeat of a plot to exterminate 
the Jews

Observances: Public reading of 
a book of while “blotting out” the 
villain’s name

Length: 1 day

Customs: Costume parties; drinking; eating fruit-filled 
triangular cookies

What am I?  Hopefully you answered the Jewish holiday of 
Purim.  If so, you won a lifetime supply of hamentaschen 
from Costco.  

What significance does this holiday hold on the Jewish 
calendar?  Purim is one of the most joyous and fun 
holidays, as it commemorates a time when the Jewish 
people living in Persia were saved from extermination. 
But why all the revelry and hoopla?  Because we are 
commanded to “eat, drink, and be merry.”  We are 
commanded to boo and hiss and attempt to blot out the 
name of Haman at his very mention during the public 
reading of the Scroll of Esther.  And according to the 
Talmud, we are required to drink until we cannot tell the 
difference between “cursed be Haman” and “blessed be 
Mordecai” (though opinions differ as to exactly how drunk 
that is).  When else can you come to Temple drunk and be 

loud and obnoxious and dress up in costume?   
I love this holiday because of its irreverent nature.  The 
High Holidays are solemn and reflective, Passover has its 
dietary restrictions, and Sukkot makes us eat and sleep 
outside for a week.  But on Adar 14, we party in the streets 
as if it were Mardi Gras.

For all the joy on this holiday, Jewish custom tells us 
that we cannot fully enjoy the day without remembering 
those less fortunate that ourselves.  Therefore, we are 
commanded to send out gifts of food or drink, and to 
make gifts to charity. The sending of gifts of food and drink 
is referred to as Mishloach Manot (literally, sending out 
portions).  It is always the balance that we Jews keep in 
order to make the world a better place.

Finally, it is also customary to hold carnival-like 
celebrations on Purim, to perform plays and parodies, and 
to hold beauty contests.  To this end, Temple Emanu-El will 
be holding its annual Purim festivities.  Our annual Purim 
Spiel and Carnival will take place on Sunday morning 
March 17, at 10:30 AM (there is still class from 9:30 AM-
10:30 AM), followed by the Rabbi and Cantor holding their 
adult “intensive study session” and Megillah reading on 
March 20 at 7:00 PM.  

Bottom line is Purim week is coming and you should be 
ready to “eat, drink, and be merry,” and to dress up as your 
favorite Purim character.

Chag Purim Sameach!!

Phil Hankin, MAJE, Director of Education

Passport to Judaism
Coming up on March 8th is Temple Emanu-El’s Passport 

to Judaism.  Bring your non Jewish friends to learn about 

Judaism. The Temple House will be encircled by information 

tables explaining Jewish holidays and life cycle events.  

Please consider participating in this community education 

event by helping to host a table or by providing a traditional 

food. For more information, contact Melenie Pearson at 

melenie.pearson@gmail.com or 408-506-7253.

Religious School

mailto:melenie.pearson%40gmail.com?subject=
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T’rumah, Exodus 25:1–27:19

This week’s Torah portion comes from the book of Exodus 
and is called T’rumah. To set the stage a little, this portion 
comes to us very shortly after two major events: the parting 
of the Red Sea and the giving of the Ten Commandments. 
Now that the Israelites have the laws from God, the main 
thrust of T’rumah is the instructions on how they shall build 
a tabernacle, which is essentially a mobile sanctuary. The 
tabernacle is mobile so that as the Israelites wander in 
the desert it can be taken along. God commands that this 
place will be where he can “abide in their midst,” and I 
suppose that means that rather than Moses being the only 
one near to God (up on mountains and such), now all of 
the Israelites, when in a proper structure, can be close to 
God, too. For many years after this moment, this place was 
where the Israelites worshipped God, until it was replaced 
by Solomon’s temple in the holy land. The portion goes 
very far into the details of what materials will be needed for 
the Tabernacle, which are a very eclectic mix of gold, silver, 
copper, exotic yarns, precious stones, goat hair, ram hides, 
and even dolphin skins. (That is not a typo!) As a side note 
it seems somewhat ironic that the very people who literally 
ran out of Egypt before their bread was able to rise still had 
the presence of mind to take an ample supply of gems, rare 
yarns and dolphin skins with them for the future. Go figure!

Getting back to the subject here, 95% of T’rumah consists 
of that detailed set of directions for the tabernacle 
construction, and “detailed” is an understatement. They 
range from the type and dimensions of the wood members, 
to the way certain cloths are to be hung around it, down 
to the use of precious materials and everything else 
imaginable, and far more than you’ll ever want to know. 
That is all well and good, but it seems the major lessons 
that scholars have taken from this portion have less to do 

with the tabernacle’s assembly instructions and more to do 
with how all of these materials came to be available for this 
very special effort. It seems the creation of that channel of 
materials is an interesting reference in our liturgy to Jewish 
community commitment and giving. Early in the portion, God 
tells Moses, “Tell the Israelite people to bring me gifts,” and 
“You shall accept gifts for me from every person whose 
heart is so moved.” In reading some of the commentaries on 
this section, there are translations that come across a little 
less literally, interpreting the meaning of “whose heart is so 
moved” to mean that the donation comes at a cost to the 
individual. The gift, that donation, is not of an extra thing not 
being used (although I am certain it is possible for someone 
to have too much goat hair) but instead some thing or things 
that when given may be noticed as gone. I’m not sure the 
portion is encouraging hardship, but it very likely suggests a 
contribution significant to the giver, and the “heart” weighs 
in to decide what the size of the donation should be.

Is this the origin of the phrase “give until it hurts”? Probably 
not, but it may very well be pushing a theme that from time 
to time, on special occasions, it is probably the right thing for 
each of us to stretch for our Jewish community to be sure 
it has the right tools to continue into the future. Nowadays, 
whether you decide to do that from your checkbook or with 
a gift of goat hair is of course entirely up to you.

Andrew Weinberg, Immediate Past President.

Andrew Weinberg and his wife, Lynn Offenhartz. have 
been members of Temple Emanu-El since 2003. 
Andrew has been on the Temple Board of Trustees 
since 2010 and was Board President 2014-2018; Lynn 
has taught in the Religious School for many years. 
Their daughter Rachel, 14, attended Preschool and 
Religious School at the Temple and had her Bat 
Mitzvah there. She continues to be involved in Beit 
Noar and as a madricha. They live in Campbell.

My Take on Torah

Ari Louis Snider, son of Kelly and Eric, will be called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah on 
March 9, 2019. Ari is a seventh grader at Hoover Middle School who loves video games, 
music and practical jokes. At school Ari plays clarinet in symphonic band and is excited to go 
on a band trip to Disneyland. When he’s not at school, he can be found relaxing on the couch. 
Please join Ari’s parents, his brothers Colin and Jonah, and his extended family in sending a 
well-deserved Mazel Tov to Ari in recognition of his hard work and commitment.

Bar Mitzvah
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Those who have died recently

Jewel Altman, mother of Dawn and  
David Altman

David Koenig, nephew of Ilene Levine

Rhonda Purwin, sister of Janis Decker

Bill Chastain, brother of Peter Chastain

Beverly Bobb, aunt of Betsy Slavit

And those we have lost in years past

March 1 | George Samuel Abelson, Maida 
Cosman, Ida Dwosken, Helen Faverman, 
Jackie Feigon, Bertha Geeser, Henry Green, 
Dr. Melvin Grais, Morey Gross, Mr. Leon 
Hoffman, Henry Hofheimer, Lucas Izquierdo, 
Mary Ann Kaisel, Mike Krown, Dr. Nell Kuhn 
Levy, Sadie Lavin, Harold Levine, Louise 
Manning, Walter J. Morris, Ruth Morrison, 
Jacob Myers, David Nathan, Meyer Novak, 
Roslyn Stein Novak, Louis Osiel, Lillian 
Pollak, Bernard Jack Pollock, Sarah Prymak, 
Nathaniel Ratner, Hilda Rosenberg, Shirley 
Rosner, Fred Rubin, Esther Sachs, Eunice 
Sachs, Sarah Golden Roy, Samuel Rubin 
Schorr, Frank Schwartz, Esther Steinberg, 
Marilyn Torgerson

March 8 | Bessie Ball, Herman Berns, 
Sheldon Blickman, Sonja Block, Herbert 
Blumer, Bob Burdman, Celia Cahn, Clara 
Cohen, Isaac Eichholz, Berti Feder, Shirley 
Ferman, Frances Fox, Benjamin Friedenreich, 
Irving Gendzel, David Gilner, Maurice Baruch 
Gluckman, George Grossman, Dr. Bert 

Hersch, David L. Hubert, Estelle Hurwitz, 
Jacob Jaffe, Ralph Jaffe, Alfred Kaplan, Sidney 
Kopner, Dorothy Korn, Lena Kovalsky, Marvin 
Kraft, Ann Levine, Harry Levine, Charles 
Lewis, Michael David Lotman, Myrtle Mackay, 
Adolf Meyerson, Max Morris, Sam Pomarantz, 
Jean Prizant, Alvin Ravel, Jeff Rhein, Bernie 
Rosenberg, Marilyn Darcy Rosenthal, Eve 
Rosenthal, Ed Rubin, Elsie Saul, Sanford 
Stanley Schneider, Nettie Weisfeld Schorr, 
Emma Simon, Evelyn Singer, Reva Sklar, Josie 
Stadler, M. David Stein, Fritz Stransky, Mollie 
Thailer, Bernard Virshup, Aida Weissberger, 
Robert Wiener, Betty Wild, Ruth B. Wohlfeiler

March 15 | Martha Weinberg Adler, Anne 
Altman, Dorothy Bennett, Olga S. Berman, 
William Cave, Sydney B. Davis, Sam Fink, 
Bernice Foster, Faye Gendzel, Joseph 
Gordon, Sara Grant, Edith Green, Larry 
Grossman, Sally Hafter, Marilyn Hecht, George 
Hetzer, Robert Hirsch, Alberte Hofheimer, 
Julius Jackel, William Jurman, Ruth Krandel, 
Rueben Kulakofsky, Lee Mandel, Aaron Miller, 
David Mintz, Joseph Newman, Fe Pangilinan, 
Mildred Portner, Hedy Schorr, Thyra Seelig, 
Sid Silverman, Herb Slavit, Claire Smulyan, 
Florence Sokolec, Rose Spector, Sandy 
Sprintz, Tillie Unger, Nathan Winter, Hannah 
Wolenik

March 22 | Shirley Applebaum, Ruth Boxer, 
Samuel Jack Brown, Martin Bryman, Abbey 
Cohn, Arlene Barbara Cristal, Maurice 
Engleman, Shirley Feinman, Ben Finkel, Leo 

Gordon, Marlene Jaffe, Arthur  Jones, Paul 
Kaplan, Judith Ann Karchem, Renee Lorraine 
Katcher, Irwin Isadore Katz, Manuel Laber, 
Ruth Lewis, Irving John Lurie, Jeanette Lutvak, 
Myrtle Mackay, Rose Mayerson, Paul Mermel, 
Arron Messinger, Adele Barbara Miller, 
Anne Miller, Berna Nanneman, Gertrude 
Osiel, Malka Roll, Leo Roselyn, Sylvia Rosen, 
Gussie Rubin, Habib Sahim, Martin Schwartz, 
Allan Shine, Elliot Shklar, Sidney Silverman, 
Albert Simon, Lois Kahn Svigals, Grigorie 
Tenenbaum, Cantor David Unterman, Minnie 
Woldenberg

March 29 | , Hilda Ail, Hy Alkin, Leon Thomas 
Aronson, Judith Biro, Lizzie Cohen, Charlotte 
Daniels, Carlo Dellarocca, Mollie Dorf, David 
Emanuel, Jean Engleman, Leonard Erlichman, 
Irving Friedman, Mr. Melvin Friedman, Freda 
Brahin Goldeen, Gerald Grayson, Gerald 
Grayson, Joel Hawk, Hilda Herlich, Edith 
Rattner Hoffman, Murray Knopf, Beatrice 
Malter, Lena Marcus, Ethel Mighdoll, Celia 
Miller, Robert Morse, Benjamin Myers, Kenneth 
Perkins, Louis Perlberg, Gavin Peters, Herbert 
Preis, Reena Preis, Rena Preis, Sally Ratner, 
Jack Rinsler, Lillian Rosen, Ahuva Roth, Sarah 
Roth, Tom Sachse, Esther Schneider, Helena 
Schwalbe, Irene Shebby, Beltran Shine, 
Joseph Shulman, Jeanette Shumer, Irving 
Siegel, Beatrice Silin, Mr Sheldon Singer, 
Ezra Spicehandler, Ann Stern, Steven Kent 
Teren, Lucy Wargon, Arnold Widman, Clyde 
Worthington, Misha Zeltser, Benjamin Zinker

We Remember

Sponsor an Oneg

Special Occasions: Birthdays, Anniversaries, 
Graduations

Memorials: In memory of a loved one’s Yahrzeit 

There are two ways to sponsor: 
Bring 3 platters of food OR donate, and food 
platters will be prepared on your behalf.

Sign up by contacting  
admin@templesanjose.org.O

ne
g 

Sp
on

so
rs

February 2, 2019 | 5th grade families

February 15, 2019 | The Baer Family in honor of 
Gemma’s Bat Mitzvah; Yvonne Nemec in memory of 
Julia Lukes; Gordon Schneiderman in memory of  
Pearl Schneiderman; the Cohen Family in memory of  
Nat’s Grandmother, Mary Freiman, and mother,  
Phoebe Cohen; Dana Brody-Brown and family in 
memory of her father Robert Brody

February 22, 2019 | Beverly and Neil Mendel and 
Harriet’s Chavurah in honor of Harriet Saltzman’s  
85th Birthday

mailto:admin%40templesanjose.org?subject=
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Alvin Ravel Garden Fund
Sally Ravel, in memory of Alvin Ravel

Bertram Berns Music Fund
Abe Livchitz, in memory of Abraham Katz

Brotherhood
Eric and Polly Fox, in honor of the occasion of 

our son, Benjamin Fox, being called to the 
Torah as a Bar Mitzvah

Campership Fund
Manfred and Virginia Siegler, in honor of Burt 

Epstein’s 90th Birthday

Temple Emanu-El Sisterhood

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Eric and Polly Fox, in honor of the occasion of 

our son, Benjamin Fox, being called to the 
Torah as a Bar Mitzvah

Joseph and Marcia Riggio, in appreciation of 
Cantor Amanda Edmondson

Choir Fund
Dr. Nathaniel and Sherry Cohen, in memory 
of Phoebe Cohen

Endowment Fund
Joseph and Marcia Riggio, in memory of 

George Hetzer

General Fund
Dr. Robert and Jo Anne Hersch, in memory of 

Dr. Bert Hersch

Jay Rubenstein, in memory of Irvin Rubenstein

Judith Sapper, in memory of Gerald H. Sapper

Mitzi Sapper, in memory of Gerald Sapper

Ida F. Kragen Consecration and Caring 
Fund
Lorie Kaplan, with thanks to the Caring 

Committee and my TEE family for all the 
food, calls, visits and get well wishes

Judith Jurman Omens Cemetery 
Beautification Fund
Ethel Ress, in memory of Ida Ress

Phyllis Matzner Campership Fund
Carol Thailer, in honor of Burt Epstein’s 90th 

Birthday

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Gordon Robinson and Laura Danoff, on the 

occasion of the consecration of our new 
home and mezuzah ceremony

Eric and Polly Fox, in honor of the occasion of 
our son, Benjamin Fox, being called to the 
Torah as a Bar Mitzvah

Dr. Suzanne Boxer-Gassman and Mr. Gerald 
Gassman, in memory of Helene Malek

Dr. Suzanne Boxer-Gassman and Mr. Gerald 
Gassman, in memory of John Gassman

Dr. Suzanne Boxer-Gassman and Mr. Gerald 
Gassman, in memory of Andrew Boxer

Lorie Kaplan, in memory of Al Kaplan

Larry and Marsha Matheny, in memory of Bill 
Bitter

Joseph and Marcia Riggio, in appreciation of 
Rabbi Dana Magat

Gordon Schneiderman, in memory of Pearl 
Schneiderman

Gordon Schneiderman, in memory of Leonard 
Taylor

Gordon Schneiderman, in appreciation of 
Rabbi Dana Magat’s participation in the 
unveiling of Pearl Schneiderman

Gail and Phil Simons and Selma Karchem, in 
memory of Rhonda Purwin, sister of Janis 
Decker

Mark and Lynette Tannen, in memory of 
Claire Smulyan

Religious School Fund
Dr. Nathaniel and Sherry Cohen, in memory 

of Phoebe Cohen

Deborah Jacobstein, in memory of Martin B 
Levitt and Jerrold P. Levitt

Scholar in Residence Fund
Robert and Maggie Cant, in memory of Mary 

Ann Kaisel

Robert and Maggie Cant, in memory of Ruth 
Lewis

Sisterhood
Eric and Polly Fox, in honor of the occasion of 

our son, Benjamin Fox, being called to the 
Torah as a Bar Mitzvah

Susan C. Blickman Arts and Crafts 
Fund
Margie Blickman & David Reiser, in honor of 

the 90th Birthday of Burt Epstein

Weintraub Religious School Scholarship
Dr. Gary Gold

Youth Group
Eric and Polly Fox, in honor of the occasion of 

our son, Benjamin Fox, being called to the 
Torah as a Bar Mitzvah

Thank You for Your Generous Contributions

 This list includes contributions made on or between 01/14/2019–02/21/2019.

If you would like to make a contribution,  

visit www.templesanjose.org

Weintraub Religious 
School Scholarship Fund

The Weintraub Religious School 
Scholarship was created by 
longtime members Cecil and 
Nanette Weintraub, who served for 
many years in leadership positions 
at Temple Emanu-El. They 
started the fund when they were 
grandparents and had no kids of 
their own in the Religious School. 
They undertook this endeavor 
because they envisioned the future 
generations being educationally 
and spiritually bolstered. Donating 
to the Weintraub Religious 
School Scholarship Fund will give 
families the financial flexibility 
to offset the yearly tuition and 
allow their children to experience 
the adventure that is Temple 
Emanu-El’s Religious School. Your 
donation will allow the fund to help 
multiple families take advantage of 
your generosity for years to come. 

How to donate: when you click 
the “Giving” tab on our website 
and go to “Make a Donation,” you 
are given the option to make a 
donation to a number of different 
funds. The Weintraub Religious 
School Scholarship fund is listed on 
this page.

Fund of the 
Month

Do you have difficulty 
hearing the services 
in the Sanctuary?

If so, please inform a 
service usher, service 
greeter, or a custodian and they 
will gladly provide you with a 
listening device that will amplify 
the sound.
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Yoga Minyan
Saturday, March 16 at 10:00 AM

Join Rabbi Laurie Matzkin for a Shabbat yoga 

class in the BFR, combining mindful movement, 

creative ritual and reflective study. Makom Yoga 

provides a refreshing mix of Jewish learning 

(with themes flowing from the weekly parsha, 

upcoming holidays, and beyond) with guided 

meditation, breath work and asana practice.

Shabbat Around 
the Table

Friday, March 15 at 6:00 PM

This service will be 

co-sponsored by the 

Jewish Federation 

of Silicon Valley, the 

Addison-Penzak Jewish 

Community Center, and 

the PJ Library. Shabbat Around the Table is a series of 

Kabbalat Shabbat (Welcoming the Sabbath) dinners at 

various locations throughout the community is open to 

everyone, but is specifically designed to help young 

families get into the Shabbat mindset, with a festive 

meal at the center of the experience.  This service is 

combined with our monthly Tot Shabbat.

14855 Oka Road, Los Gatos, CA 95032

Jewish education, enrichment 
classes,  tness, aquatics, 
camp, after-school activities, 
cultural programs, event
rentals, and more.

www.apjcc.org

Save the Date
Seaside Spirituality

July 20, 2019

Come join us for a one day retreat for all the ladies of 

Temple Emanu-El. This is an opportunity for you to get 

away, relax, rejuvenate, and connect. Stay tuned for 

more details!
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If you would like to advertise in  

Temple Emanu-El’s Connections

contact Helena Hawkins at  

helena@templesanjose.org.

Gloria Melmon Ascher
Realtor
BRE#00613382

Cell 408.781.8624
Office	 408.741.1111	x604
Fax	 408.741.1199
gascher@apr.com

12772	Saratoga-Sunnyvale	Road
Suite	1000
Saratoga,	CA	95070
www.GloriaAscher.com

REALTORS
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Clergy____________________________________________________________
Dana Magat | Senior Rabbi – rabbimagat@templesanjose.org
Amanda Edmondson | Cantor – cantoramanda@templesanjose.org
Joseph Gitin, D.D. (z”l) | Rabbi Emeritus

Committee Chairs__________________________________________________
Bobi Levine | Havurah Coordinator – havurah@templesanjose.org
Dan Lee | Membership Commitment – dues@templesanjose.org
Uri Gottfeld | Facilities – facilities@templesanjose.org
Branden Frederick | Ritual – ritual@templesanjose.org
Robert Levy | Tikkun Olam – to@templesanjose.org
Debbie Michels | Membership – membership@templesanjose.org
TBD | Leadership Development – leadership@templesanjose.org
Mira Karp | Religious School – rscommittee@templesanjose.org
Fagie Rosen and Harriet Saltzman | Caring Committee – caring@templesanjose.org
TBD | Endowment Committee – endowment@templesanjose.org
Denise Moreno | Preschool Committee – pscommittee@templesanjose.org

Staff_____________________________________________________________
Stephanie Pollock | Executive Director – stephanie@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 ext. 233
Barbara Smead | Director, Early Childhood Education – barbara@templesanjose.org | 408-293-8660 | #434404443
Phil Hankin | Director of Education – phil@templesanjose.org | 408-292-3223
Shantha Smith | Bookkeeper – shantha@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 x235
Helena Hawkins | Marketing Coordinator– helena@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 ext. 234
Iris Bendahan | Administrative Assistant and Clergy Support – iris@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 ext. 231
Cherie Ravel | Cemetery Administrator – cherie@templesanjose.org | 408-674-5867

Board of Trustees__________________________________________________
Deborah Zimmer | President – president@templesanjose.org
Dana Brody-Brown | Secretary – secretary@templesanjose.org
Debbie Michels | VP Membership – vpmembership@templesanjose.org
Larry Fox | VP Development – vpdevelopment@templesanjose.org
David Heiman | Treasurer – treasurer@templesanjose.org
Ilene Tucker | VP Administration – vpadmin@templesanjose.org
Sherri Wiesner | VP Education and Youth – vprey@templesanjose.org
Andrew Weinberg | Immediate Past President

Auxiliaries________________________________________________________
Beverly Mendel | Sisterhood President – sisterhood@templesanjose.org
Zach Szereszewski | Brotherhood President – brotherhood@templesanjose.org
Devin Makhni | EESY Co-President – youthgroup@templesanjose.org
Sela Josephs| EESY Co-President – youthgroup@templesanjose.org

CONNECTIONS is published 10 times a year by Temple Emanu-El, 1010 University Ave., San Jose, CA 95126. 

Award/Operating and Tribute Funds
General Fund
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Alvin Ravel Garden Fund
Beverly Jordan Temple Beautification Fund
Judith Jurman Omens Cemetery 

Beautification Fund
Lou and Clara Juren Library Fund
Ralph Goldeen Library Fund
Endowment Fund

Religious Funds
Harold Cahn Prayerbook Fund
Kenneth Gordon Children’s Prayerbook Fund
Susanne & Maurice Tucker High Holy Days 

Music Fund
Ida F. Kragen Consecration and Caring Fund

Youth Funds
Religious School Fund
Religious School Enrichment Fund
Betty Rinsler Religious School
Endowment Fund
Weintraub Religious School Scholarship Fund
Youth Enrichment Fund
Leonard and Bernice Gaon Campership Fund
Michael Elman Campership Fund
Milton Fox Campership Fund
Phyllis Matzner Campership Fund
Israel Scholarship Fund
Susanne C. Blickman Arts and Crafts Fund
Sid Rosenberg Religious School Senior Trip 

Fund

Cultural Funds
Choir Fund
Phyllis Omel Junior Choir Fund
Bertram Berns Music Fund
Shank-Rockman Family Sound System Fund
Scholar in Residence Fund

Community Funds
Accompaniment Fund 
Facilities for the Aged Fund (Chai House)
JoAnne Salman-Tehrani Homeless Fund

Other Tribute Opportunities
$36 - Prayerbook Tribute
$218/$500/$750 - Tree of Life
Leaf/small/large rock
$500 - Sanctuary Chair Plaque
$750 - Memorial Plaque (in sanctuary foyer)

Opportunities in 
Levin Learning Center
$5,000 - Stair Plaque
$10,000 - Library Column Dedication
$25,000 - Room Dedication

Contact the Admin team for 
additional opportunities.

Making a contribution to one of Temple Emanu-El’s many funds is a wonderful way to 
honor your friends and family. You may make contributions in honor of a birth, a birthday, 
brit milah, baby naming, Bar/Bat Mitzvah, confirmation, graduation, engagement, 
wedding, anniversary, promotion, new home, special occasion or just because. You may 
also make contributions for get-well wishes, condolences, remembrances and yahrzeits.

Non-Profit Org.
US POSTAGE

PAID
Permit No. 542
San Jose, CA

1010 University Ave.
San Jose, CA 95126

Dr. Nathaniel Cohen
Branden Frederick 
Marci Gerston

Jamie Gold
Mira Karp
Steve Krandel

Shirley Lee
Denise Moreno
Fagie Rosen

Richard Rusnak
Eric Snider  
Steve Wernick


