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Saturday, June 1

10:00 AM Shabbat in Nature

Friday, June 7

6:00 PM Pride Shabbat at  
 Shir Hadash

Saturday, June 8

10:30 AM Bat Mitzvah of  
 Emma Yenter  
 Yanowsky 

7:00 PM Shavuot and  
 Confirmation  
 Service

9:30 PM Tikkun Leil  
 Shavuot

Sunday, June 9

9:00 AM Shavuot Morning  
 and Yizkor Service

Friday, June 14

7:30 PM Rock Shabbat  
 Service

Saturday, June 15

10:30 AM B’nai Mitzvah of  
 Kadin and Dylan  
 Solpon

Friday, June 21

6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat  
 Patio Service

Friday, June 28

6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat  
 Patio Service

June Service 
Schedule

1010 University Ave., 

San Jose, CA 95126

408-292-0939

www.templesanjose.org

facebook.com/templesanjose 

twitter.com/templesanjose 

admin@templesanjose.org

Growing Our Future

Shavuot and Confirmation Service  
on Saturday, June 8 at 7:00 PM, 

a powerful service where you will see  
how much the confirmation class of 2019 has learned!

This is followed by our special Shavuot Oneg and then our Tikkun Leil Shavuot 
starting at 9:30 PM, in which we participate in the tradition of Shavuot night 
study sessions. This year our study sessions will be taught by Rabbi Dana 
Magat, Cantor Amanda Edmondson, Director of Education Phil Hankin, and 
members of the Ritual Committee.

We will be having our Shavuot Morning and Yizkor Service on Sunday, June 9 
at 9:00 AM led by Rabbi Dana Magat and Cantor Amanda Edmondson.

Mazal Tov  
to the 2019 Confirmation Class!

Hannah Blitchok

Ella Carr

Sophie Everett

Joshua Mandel

Jonah Snider
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How do you incorporate Judaism 
into your child(ren)’s live(s) over 
the summer – when Religious 
School is over? Yes, they can 
go to camp – but often that 
only takes up a short amount 
of time or they’re too young for 
any significant Jewish camp. Or 
maybe you are a grandparent 
who gets the pleasure of hosting 

a grandchild or two for a short amount of time over the 
summer, and you want to help bring Judaism alive for 
them. Here are some ideas and resources I think you’ll 
enjoy!

https://www.bimbam.com/

BimBam is a great resource for families with young 
children. It is “digital storytelling” and is a great 
beginner’s forum for learning about Judaism, including 
rituals, practices, holidays, Biblical stories, and more. 
They also recently absorbed G-dcast.com, which had 
storytelling videos explaining each Torah portion. The 
G-dcast videos are geared towards older children and 
teens (and even us adults), and are phenomenal at 
helping viewers understand the stories in the Torah. 
You can access them by typing g-dcast into the BimBam 
search window.

https://reformjudaism.org/

On our Reform Judaism website, you can find all kinds 
of resources. Torah portions shift every Shabbat – 
meaning, we get a different selection of the Torah every 
Shabbat, rotating through the entire Torah in one year. 
On this website, when you select “This Week’s Torah 
Portion,” you’ll find a couple extra links to the right-hand 
side: “Torah for Tots” and “Torah for Tweens.” They 
each come with an age-appropriate explanation of the 
Torah portion (even the gross weird ones), and some 
questions for discussion, that are also age-appropriate. 
What a great way to engage with your child and get him 
or her to do some critical thinking!

Jewish parenting books

These are actually on my to-do list this summer (or 
sometime in the hopefully near future), so maybe we can 
chat about these after we’ve read them!

1. The Blessing of a Skinned Knee: Using Jewish 
Teachings to Raise Self-reliant Children by Wendy 
Mogel; from the back of the book:

 Internationally known clinical psychologist Wendy 
Mogel’s sage reflections on parenting in a world where 
entitlement and competition abound have struck a 
chord with readers across the globe. The Blessing of 
a Skinned Knee points the way to raising self–reliant, 
exuberant and compassionate children.

 With warmth and humor, Mogel distills the wisdom of 
the Torah, the Talmud, and important Jewish teachings, 
as well as contemporary psychological insights, into 
nine “blessings” that address key parenting issues 
including: Teaching respect for adults, Chores, Keeping 
expectations in line with your child’s temperament, 
Meal-time battles, Coping with frustration, Avoiding 
over-scheduling and overindulgence, Helping your child 
develop independence and self-control.

2. Mamaleh Knows Best: What Jewish Mothers Do to 
Raise Successful, Creative, Empathetic, Independent 
Children by Marjorie Ingall; from the back of the book: 

 We all know the stereotype of the Jewish mother: 
Hectoring, guilt-inducing, clingy as a limpet. In 
Mamaleh Knows Best, Tablet Magazine columnist 
Marjorie Ingall smashes this tired trope with a hammer. 
Blending personal anecdotes, humor, historical texts, 
and scientific research, Ingall shares Jewish secrets 
for raising self-sufficient, ethical, and accomplished 
children. She offers abundant examples showing 
how Jewish mothers have nurtured their children’s 
independence, fostered discipline, urged a healthy 
distrust of authority, consciously cultivated geekiness 
and kindness, stressed education, and maintained a 
sense of humor. These time-tested strategies have 
proven successful in a wide variety of settings and 
fields over the vast span of history. But you don’t have 
to be Jewish to cultivate the same qualities in your own 
children. Ingall will make you think, she will make you 
laugh, and she will make you a better parent. You might 
not produce a Nobel Prize winner (or hey, you might), 
but you’ll definitely get a great human being.

3. Nurture the Wow: Finding Spirituality in the Frustration, 
Boredom, Tears, Poop, Desperation, Wonder, and 
Radical Amazement of Parenting by Rabbi Danya 
Ruttenberg; from the back of the book: 

A deeply affecting, funny, insightful meditation that 
challenges readers to find the spiritual meaning of 
parenting. Every day, parents are bombarded by 

continued on page 3

Words From the Rabbi

https://www.bimbam.com/ 
https://reformjudaism.org/ 
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demands. The pressures of work and life are relentless; 
our children’s needs are often impossible to meet; and 
we rarely, if ever, allow ourselves the time and attention 
necessary to satisfy our own inner longings. Parenthood 
is difficult, demanding, and draining. And yet, argues 
Rabbi Danya Ruttenberg, if we can approach it from a 
different mindset, perhaps the work of parenting itself 
can offer the solace we seek. Rooted in Judaism but 
incorporating a wide-range of religious and literary 
traditions, Nurture the Wow asks, whether ancient 
ideas about relationships, drudgery, pain, devotion, 
and purpose can help make the hard parts of a 
parent’s job easier and the magical stuff even more so? 
Ruttenberg shows how parenting can be considered 
a spiritual practice—and how seeing it that way can 
lead to transformation. This is a parenthood book, not a 
parenting book; it shows how the experiences we have 
as parents can change us for the better. Enlightening, 
uplifting, and laugh-out-loud funny, Nurture the Wow 
reveals how parenthood—in all its crazy-making, rage-
inducing, awe and joy-filled moments—can actually be 
the path to living fully, authentically, and soulfully.

No matter how you incorporate Judaism or what you 
decide to incorporate into a child’s life, remember that the 
best way to teach them is through your example. As we all 
know, they pick up on EVERYTHING we do, especially our 
bad habits. Be a mensch, and your child will learn to do the 
same.

Rabbi Dana Magat

As I write this, we are wringing 
out from the wettest May in my 
memory. And our furnace is still 
on.

But I’m already looking forward 
to the summer, especially the 
summer at Temple Emanu-El. Liz 
and I really love our Kabbalat 
Shabbat services on the patio. 
It is such a different experience 

from being in the sanctuary. The light is different. People 
walk around and chat before the service starts. It’s OK if 
children are moving around. There’s more laughing. Lots 
of music. And of course, the occasional airplane flying 
overhead (sometimes requiring a pause in the liturgy), and 
the jingles of an ice cream cart being pushed on Myrtle 
Street.

I’m not a terribly formal person, and there is something 
so welcoming about the less structured setting outdoors. 
And it’s hard to believe this on a grey and gloomy day, but 
sometimes we wonder if the chairs will be too warm for 
sitting on, after an hour in the sun.

We Jews do a number of things outdoors. I’m thinking 
of Tashlich at Rosh Hashanah, and Kever Avot (visiting 
graves) between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. We 
“dwell” in the sukkah (or at least eat one meal there). 
There is Shabbat in Nature throughout the year where a 
service can be followed by a lunch and a hike. 

Maybe that’s what I like about summer services on the 
patio: our spirituality is not confined by the walls of any 
sanctuary. We can connect with each other and whatever it 
is beyond ourselves in the outdoors.

I hope to see you sometime in the coming months. I’ll be 
there for Confirmation on Erev Shavuot (June 8 at 7:00 
PM, followed by a reception and Shavuot study session). 
There’s one last Rock Shabbat for this year, on June 14th, 
preceded by a wine and cheese social. And of course, 
summer services on the patio.

Here’s a preview of August events with more opportunities 
to get together, sing some, share some food: Shabarbeque 
on August 9 after the service, and the summer 
Neighborhood Havdallah on Saturday, August 24.

L’shalom
Deborah Zimmer

Words From the Rabbi… from page 2 From the President



Connections

4

We have 20/20 Vision, do you?

Rooted in Tradition - Growing Our Future
 

We are proud to officially announce our 20/20 project! This is an exciting endeavor
to reinvigorate the Temple Emanu-El campus and reflect our commitment to the
future while staying true to the past. We will be making aesthetic updates, safety
and security upgrades, and enhancing the spaces to allow for increased usability. 

 
Help us grow our future. Your support matters!

 
Project Co-Chairs:

 
Larry Fox

Steve Krandel
Andrew Weinberg

To learn more about this important project for Temple Emanu-El's future, please go to
www.templesanjose.org/20/20vision 

or contact the Temple directly at (408) 292-0939 or temple2020@templesanjose.org for
more information.

Stay tuned for project updates!
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Sisterhood
I hope everyone is looking forward to a very enjoyable 

summer. Even though things may seem to be winding 

down for many people, Sisterhood will be heating up with 

fun and exciting programs for all of our women.

First on the agenda is our annual Donor Luncheon on 

Sunday, June 23, from 10:00am-1:00pm, in the Temple 

House. You may notice the earlier start time. This is 

because we have decided to change things up by serving 

brunch instead of lunch. Our very own David Weisner 

from Siena Bistro will be serving up a delicious menu that 

I know everyone will enjoy. We will be honoring Laura 

Danoff Robinson with the Woman of Valor Award, as well 

as Leslie Solomon with the Malich Award. Both of these 

awards recognize the tremendous amount of hard work 

and dedication these women give to Sisterhood every day. 

Please come and join us for this amazing afternoon.

Friday, July 12, is our Sisterhood Shabbat in the patio 

at 6:30pm. Anyone who would like to participate in this 

beautiful and very meaningful service, please contact 

either me or Cantor Amanda.

And last, but certainly not least, is our Women’s Retreat, 

sponsored by Sisterhood and Temple Emanu-El. This will 

be an all-day event (9am-5pm) on Saturday, July 20, in 

Santa Cruz. Come relax, unplug and get closer to nature 

and your fellow Temple women. We will be enjoying yoga, 

meditation, T’Filah, an amazing art project that will hang 

on the Temple House wall, and of course, the BEACH!! 

Deadline to register is July 1. I’m looking forward to seeing 

everyone at any or all of these amazing events.

Beverly Mendel, Sisterhood President

Temple Emanu-El 
Sisterhood’s Annual 

Donor Luncheon
Sunday, June 23, 2019

Honoring our Woman of Valor 

Laura Danoff-Robinson 

our Malich 

Leslie Solomon

and the women we say are “Wonderful”  

(Past Malich, Woman of Valor and  

Woman of Distinction Award Winners)

Appetizers 10:00 AM

Introductions/Acknowledgements 11:00 AM

Luncheon 11:30 AM

Entertainment 12:30 PM 

If you are interested in attending, please contact 

beverlyandneil@gmail.com.

Sisterhood Game Night
Saturday, June 1 &  

Saturday, August 17 at 6:30 PM

BIG FUN…FOR A SMALL PRICE

Many games available such as Up Words, Mexican 

Train, Wits and Wagers, Uno, or bring your favorite.  

PLUS Bring a NON DESSERT snack to share such as 

cheese, crackers, chips, pretzels, etc. 

Please see www.TempleSanJose.org for more details.

Do you have difficulty hearing the 
services in the Sanctuary?
If so, please inform a service 
usher, service greeter, or a 
custodian and they will gladly 
provide you with a listening 
device that will amplify the sound.

mailto:beverlyandneil%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.TempleSanJose.org
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Preschool
Our school year was filled with 
laughter, friends, art, science, cooking, 
Spanish classes, music with Cantor, 
Shabbat with Rabbi, potlucks, Art Night, 
Dinner Night Out, pajama parties, 

latkes, hamentashen, shofar blowing, planting, making 
friends, yoga, solving problems, learning Hebrew, 
sharing, hugs, adventures, pumpkins, Purim, Halloween 
and so very much more! In one school year we 
experienced new babies, losses of people and animals 
that we love, joys of new adventures and the sadness of 
friends moving away: essentially, we learned about life. 
As we settle into an old-fashioned summer, filled with 
easel painting and sprinklers, we can all take a moment 
and just enjoy being together. TEPS is a very special 
place to be. We are already full for the Fall of 2019, 
and we are almost full for the Fall of 2020. If you are 
interested in joining our family, please reach out soon. 
Happy summer!!

Barbara Smead , Director of Early Childhood Education 

 Barbara@templesanjose.org

Brotherhood
To Paraphrase Paul Simon, Brotherhood is still Active (Crazy) 
after All These Years. New Brotherhood officers will be:

President: Shannon Brown

Vice-president: David Messinger

Secretary: Eric Snider

Treasurer: David Goldberg

Membership chair and Parliamentarian: Robert Levy 

(Yes those are Robert’s Rules of Order)

I congratulate and thank the new officers.

Join us and you can participate in service and social 
events such as dealing cards for the Youth Group casino 
night. One of our ad hoc goals is to support our youth. If 
you have kids in religious school, Brotherhood offers a 
way to be involved. 

We also serve food at numerous Temple events. Most 
recently, we arranged burgers and hot dogs for the Purim 
Carnival. I’m not 100% sure, but I believe the hot dog was 
second only to the hamantaschen in traditional Purim 
celebrations.

The Brotherhood polos are now in production and will 
soon arrive. These are nice looking shirts, and I am sure 
you will want to order more, once you see them. Hot take 
– we may be modeling them at an upcoming Brotherhood 
Shabbat or…at the next golf outing. Members played 
Pruneridge golf course and a good time was had by all. 
Next time, we would like to expand participation to lady 
golfers and any parent/child teams. Pruneridge is a very 
forgiving course that offers new golfers a chance to try out 
their swing and emulate Tiger on a much smaller scale.

Q: What is the difference between a golfer and a fisherman?

A: When a golfer lies, he doesn’t have to bring anything 
home to prove it.

(Our meetings always include a joke of the day – this 
wasn’t one of them)

I am personally happy to report that we replaced the 
traditional paid-up-member dinner with a chance to watch 
the San Jose Giants play the Rancho Cucamonga Quakes 
on May 5 at 1pm at Municipal Stadium in San Jose. Great 
BBQ, beer and churros. 

Author



Emma Yenter Yanowsky, daughter of 
Bill and Virginia Yanowsky, will be called 
to the Torah on June 8, 2019. Emma is a 
seventh grader at Indigo Middle School. 
She loves dancing, Broadway musicals, 
playing in the school band and shopping 
with her friends. She also enjoys history, 
travel, and trying new things—with some 
nudges from her parents. For her mitzvah 
project, Emma is raising money for Women 

4 Oceans (https://women4oceans.weebly.com/) and hosting a local 
beach clean up. Women 4 Oceans is a, “nonprofit organization that 
aims to connect, support and amplify the efforts of women around 
the world working for a healthy ocean.” Emma is looking forward to 
sharing her Bat Mitzvah with her family and friends. 

Dylan Stanzin Solpon, and his twin 
brother, Kadin Solpon will be called to the 
Torah as b’ar mitzvah on June 15 2019. 
Dylan is in 7th grade at West Valley Middle 
School. His favorite subject in school 
is his elective, spray-paint art. He likes 
photography and making/editing videos. 
Dylan especially likes wildlife photography. 
He also enjoys snowboarding, and has 

been boarding for 8 years. For his and his brother’s mitzvah 
project they did a park cleanup to help the communities. Instead 
of having a bar mitzvah party, he and his family are going on a trip 
to Fiji. Dylan loves traveling and has been to 4 different continents 
already. Dylan has worked very hard for this special day and is 
looking forward to celebrating this milestone accomplishment with 
his friends and family.

Kadin Chhosjang Solpon, son of 
Dorjey and Karen Solpon, will be called 
to the Torah as a bar mitzvah on June 15, 
2019. Kadin is a 7th grader at West Valley 
Middle School. He likes to play video games 
with his friends and play with his 3-year-old 
dog, Percy, in his spare time. His favorite 
subject in school is science. Kadin enjoys 
playing soccer with his friends at recess. 
Kadin loves to speed down the slopes on 

his snowboard and he has been learning Kung Fu for the past 5 
years. Kadin has a twin brother, Dylan, who will be sharing his bar 
mitzvah with him. Kadin has worked hard to prepare for this special 
day, and he looks forward to celebrating with his friends and family. 
Kadin has chosen to go on a family trip to Fiji this summer instead 
of having a party after his bar mitzvah.
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Shabbot in Nature
Saturday, June 1st at 10:00 AM

Celebrate Shabbat in Nature with us with a 
Shabbat morning service led by Rabbi Dana 
Magat and Cantor Amanda Edmondson! This 
Shabbat in Nature will be held at Sanborn Park 
in Saratoga. This will include a potluck lunch, 
optional hiking, and Torah discussion. Shabbat 
in Nature is sponsored by the Ritual Committee 
and sometimes involves nature-related 
education along with family activities, such as 
visiting Happy Hollow Park and Zoo.

B’nai Mitzvah

Kabbalat Shabbat  
Patio Services

Starting Friday, June 21 at 6:30 
PM

Continuing weekly through the months  
of July and August

In the summer months, our Kabbalat Shabbat 
services are held in our beautiful courtyard to 
enjoy the amazing California weather.

(https://women4oceans.weebly.com/
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“Camp Is Life,  
The Rest Is Just Details…”

This quote was taken from a 
camper letter sent to Camp 
Newman after a summer 
experience which changed the 
life of this individual. From this 

letter, Ruben Arquilevich, the Executive Camp Director, 
contacted the camper to see if he could ensure that her 
sentiment was enshrined for years to come. This quote has 
become the enduring slogan for URJ Camp Newman, and 
it embodies perfectly what thousands of young people 
understand each and every summer. I call it the “power of 
camp”. It is the unspoken feeling that something magical 
takes place while attending a residential Jewish summer 
camp (or for that matter, a trip to Israel). As many of you 
may know, it was my camp experience that influenced who 
I am and why I became a Jewish Educator. If it were not 
for my rabbi and the Temple Sisterhood providing me with 
a campership to attend Camp Swig 41 years ago, my path 
might have taken a very different direction.

Camp over the years has become vital for producing 
engaged Jews in all walks of life. Studies show that if 
you attended a residential summer camp for any length 
of time, chances are you became an active member 
within a Jewish community, created a solidly identified 
Jewish household, and/or dedicated your life to working 
professionally as a Jewish clergy, educator, or communal 
service professional. With the cost of summer camp 
programs becoming increasingly cost prohibitive, an entire 
generation of young people are not being able to reap the 
rewards of participating in these life-altering experiences. 
Many families must scrape and claw for any amount of 
money possible, to help offset the cost of these programs. 
When I first started attending camp, it cost my family $100 
per week. Now it costs me, to send my children to camp, 
more than $1,200 per week. If it were not for various 
campership/scholarship opportunities my family budget 
might be maxed out. 

Here at Temple Emanu-El, we have a Youth Enrichment 
Fund (YEF) to help with the rising cost of camp. The YEF 
was established to provide monies to assist families in 
paying for a Jewish summer programmatic experience. 
Whether it is sending a child to residential Jewish summer 
camp or on an educational trip to Israel, the YEF can 
help. Several families were able to take advantage of 

the fund this past year, plus those who received merit-
based gifts because of their overall involvement within the 
TEE Religious School. If you find yourself in the enviable 
position to help contribute to the ongoing financial viability 
of ensuring that young people will continue to attend 
Jewish summer programs, please consider giving to the 
YEF. 

This is only one of the many ways one can receive 
financial assistance in helping pay for Jewish summer 
experiences. You should be thinking now as to how 
to begin saving for your child’s summer activities – for 
Summer 2020. Contact the camp/program that you have 
your eye on and find out what opportunities there are 
to receive financial help. Start by putting away $100 per 
month now so that by the time you have to pay the camp 
bill next May you will have saved $1,200. Contact the 
Jewish Federation of Silicon Valley and find out when 
their scholarship applications are available for next year. 
Whatever the methods, be resourceful and plan ahead. 
Do not wait for January. Spots at camps begin to fill up by 
November/December. 

I look forward to my annual time at camp again later this 
summer. This year will be different, however. I will be 
spending my time at both URJ Camp Newman By The 
Bay, as well as one of the URJ’s newly formed specialty 
camps in Southern California (6-Points Sports West 
[https://6pointssports.org/california/] and 6-Points Sci-
Tech [https://6pointsscitech.org/]). These specialty camps 
are part of the overall growing segment of summer 
camping that focuses on specialty/targeted demographic 
programming. The URJ has successful models of each 
of these camps on the East Coast, and have recently 
opened these camps on the West Coast. I am excited to 
experience what these programs have to offer and will 
be reporting back to the Congregation in the Fall. Many 
of our TEE members will once again be attending many 
summer camps, including Camp Newman, Camp Tawonga, 
JCC Maccabi Camp, and other residential and day Jewish 
camps. Having children spend quality Jewish time during 
the summer will have a lasting impact on their Jewish souls 
that could one day translate into them telling the same 
story I do about how camp influenced who they became. 
The investment you make now in your child’s Jewish 
present will pay huge dividends for the future of the 
Jewish community.

Phil Hankin, MAJE, Director of Education

Religious School
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This week’s portion, Parshat Kedoshim (Leviticus 19:1–20:27) 
includes God’s commands to Moses to teach the Israelites 
how to be Holy. The list includes many dos and don’ts, 
including prohibitions on incest, bestiality, and worshiping 
idols, and commandments to honor one’s mother and 
father, keep the Sabbath, and share our harvest with the 
poor. I would argue that this Parshah contains some of the 
best and worst of the Torah. How can the same section, 
which teaches us to welcome the stranger and to share with 
the poor, also appear to condone slavery, for example—at 
least for women? As Reform Jews, we have the freedom to 
take from the Torah that which suits us, but does that make 
us any different from those who will choose an isolated 
biblical verse to support an abhorrent position?

I am reminded of the phrase from our tradition: “You meant 
Torah for me: did you mean the struggle for me, too?” 
This section has lots to struggle with, but for purposes of 
tonight’s Dvar, I’ve chosen one particular phrase to struggle 
with. “You shall be holy to Me, for I the Lord am holy, and 
I have set you apart from other peoples to be mine.” This 
idea of Jews as “chosen” or set apart from other peoples 
can be a source of strength and community but also seems 
to me to be at the root of much of the anti-Semitism we 
have seen over time and today. As set apart from others, 
some people see us as “foreign” or different. In reality, we 
have so much in common with other faiths and ethnicities. 
When I was younger, when a non-Jewish person would 
ask me about Judaism, I was hesitant to open up about 
our traditions, not only because, having been raised in 
a secular household, I was not well educated in many of 
our traditions, but also because of my underlying feeling 
of “otherness”. Now, whenever someone asks me about 
Jewish traditions, I deliberately try to talk more openly about 

them, sharing what I know and admitting what I don’t know 
or understand. I think the more we are open with others 
about Judaism, the more commonalities will emerge and the 
less we will be seen as “other”.

One of the ways we do this well is in our Preschool. Many 
students in the preschool are not Jewish, but they and 
their families learn about our Jewish traditions and holidays 
throughout the year. We still see some of the non-Jewish 
families that my kids went to preschool with here when 
our paths cross through sports or other activities, and they 
remember the preschool days fondly, including packing 
kosher-for-Passover lunches, dressing up and eating 
hamentaschen at Purim, attending the Hanukkah parties, 
and many other Jewish experiences. We are not “other” to 
those families. 

My thought is that during this period when we may be 
feeling a little vulnerable as Jews with anti-Semitism on the 
rise, when the tendency might be to protect ourselves by 
becoming more insular, it is more important than ever to 
share our faith and traditions with others and be seen.

Dana Brody-Brown

Dana Brody-Brown has been a member of Temple 
Emanu-El for the last 12 years, along with her 
husband, Shannon Brown, and their children, Naomi 
and Lucas. The family joined TEE when Naomi was 
a student in the preschool.  Dana is an intellectual 
property lawyer at Hoge Fenton in San Jose and  
is coming off the Board after 6 years of service, 

working on projects like Mitzvah Day, the Corporate Matching program, 
and, most recently, serving as Secretary.

My Take on Torah

Saturday, August 24, 2019 – 6:00 PM

Join your neighbors to mark the end of Shabbat and 
usher in the new week. Hosts provide the home, 

guests will provide an appetizer or dessert, and Temple 
Emanu-El will provide the wine and ritual. This is a 

wonderful way to connect with your local community!

Save the Date!

Shabbat + Barbecue =  
SHARBARBECUE!

Join us on the patio following our 6:30 PM 
Kabbalat Shabbat Service for delicious barbecue 
food, mingling, and enjoying the end of summer.

To ensure we have enough food for everyone, 
please RSVP online to the Administrative Office 

at admin@templesanjose.org by August 2.

mailto:admin%40templesanjose.org?subject=
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Those who have died recently

Janie Huffman, sister of Lorie Kaplan

Norma Cohn, mother of Steve Cohn

Ted Lewis, cousin of Sue Timpson

And those we have lost in years past

June 7 | Aaron Abelson, Helene Breslauer, Lollie Shaffer Brickner, 
Robert Broder, Ida Clayton, Mr. Neil Crotty, Carl Dimino, Morris 
Gerston, Samuel Golstein, Betty Gordon, Mae Citron Gordon, Sidney 
Greenberg, Bernard Hawk, Fred Jackson, Bill Kane, Sarah Kaufman, 
Morton Ladowitz, Harry Leiter, Rachel Leiter, Lawrence Lewis, Phyllis 
Messinger, Goldie Minkin, Edith Nissman, Robyn Noble, Robyn Noble, 
Peter Patterson, Mickey Penner, Samuel Renkosinsky, Cyril Rosenberg, 
Tsvi Roth, Francheska Rubin, Leah Rubin, Herbert Hermann Schwalbe, 
Meyer Simon, Frances Vilutis, Sherman Warso, Ruth Wiseman, Debbie 
Wolfson

June 14 | Lorraine Actor, Reba Alberts, Elsie Ball, Louis Ball, Shirley 
Berger, Edward Berman, Edward F. Feigon, Charlotte Fisher, Frieda 
Friedman, Doreen Gilbertson, Jennie Gillen, Sarah Goide, Eva Golden, 
Blossom Goldman, Mark Goldstein, Leon Gordon, Selma Heller, Lena 
Hetzer, Harriet Joffe, Gertrude Kulakofsky, Mrs. Geraldine Levy, Robert 
S. Levy, Amy D. Lowy, Emanuel Mauskopf, Dr. Sam Miller, Rose Morris, 
Joseph Nathan, Sherman Naymark, Susan Parnell, Ted Pollak, Sylvia 
Rosen (Helena), Larry Rosenberg, Leon Rubin, David Saltzman, Minnie 
Schaffer, Abraham J. Shragge, Sarah Silver, Erich Simon, Franziska 
Steinberg, Bertha Treister, Irwin Underweiser

June 21 | David Annan, Anna Becker, Gertrude Davidson, George 
Dedering, Suzanne Dolgin, Marvin Gallop, Leon M. Gellman, Sarah 
Gerston, Max Glantz, Rose Goldstein, Michael Goodman, Dr. Elsa 
Gordon, Philip Hammer, Phyllis Isaacs, Stanley Kaisel, David Kane, 
William Israel Katz, Constance Kinspel, Jack Krulan, Philip Lehman, 
David Levine, Evelyn Marquis, Don McRoberts, Siegmund Mendel, 
Sophie Meyerson, Pauline Milgrom, Helen Miller, David Annan, Gertrude 
Davidson, George Dedering, Suzanne Dolgin, Marvin Gallop, Leon M. 
Gellman, Sarah Gerston, Max Glantz, Rose Goldstein

June 28 | Marlene Albert, Gerald Benson, Ben Byer, Larry Chatoff, 
Ruth Cohen, Vince Donnelly, Hilde Doron, Elias A. Eigen, Dr. Joseph 
Fischer, Dr. Max Mickey Gold, Joseph E. Goldeen, Cheryl Harland, Elaine 
Herzog, Carol Kaufman, Jack Krown, Irving Levin, Martha Levine, Irving 
Levy, Ruth Matzner, Stefanie Newhouse, Mark Pearlman, Mrs. Ginny 
Perkins, Bessie Pollack, Mary Port, Aaron A. Richards, Ruth Rubin, Sarah 
Salzberg, Ernesto Schkolnick, Dorothy Segal, Shirley Shain, Morris 
Silver, Sidney Sogolow, Ben Spector, Gerald Stoner, Jacob M. Talkovsky, 
Meyer E. Tepper, Mrs. Nancy Wright, Phillip Zabinsky

July 5 | Shirley Azen, Sarah Berman, Oris Black, Max Blum, Anna 
Bronstein, Anna Bronstein, Brenda Heller Cowen, Edwin Delman, 
Stanford Fox, Minnie Frederick, Harry Friedman, Leon Gerris, Corinne 
Gold, Anne Goodman, Elizabeth Green, Neil Grossman, Richard Hirsch, 
Sonia Hirsh, Ruth Hoffman, Rosie Ivy, Esther Jacobson, Rose Kaufmann, 
Harry Konits, Sid and Pauline Kovalsky, Ada Kramer, Jack Leiter, Ruth 
Kay Leiter, Sarah Lenchner, Sidney Levine, Ruth C. Madsen, Dorothy 
Meshel, Theresa Messinger, Joy Morris, Aaron S. Pencovic, Aron 
Pencovic, Mr. Harry Popkin, Aaron Ress, Rachel Rhein, Samuel Rudin, 
Alex Schaechter, Chester Schneider, William Schwartz, Leo Siegel, Idelle 
Roll Smith, Carrie Sogg, Dr. Solomon S. Sogg, Morris Suntop, Clorine 
Wheeler, Ben Woron, Roberts J. Wright 

July 12 | Stephen Asmussen, Leslie Bamburg, Anita Blaustein, Irving 
Goodman Bobb, Morris Burman, Arthur Cagan, Herman Cagan, David 
A. Cohen, Gertrude Fischer, Sam Fischer, Bert Gates, Helen Gates, Eva 
Honig, Jacob Hubert, Evelyn Hutchins, Max Kaufmann, Max Kaufmann, 
Ethel Cohen Kipperman, Edith Stein Kovnat, Oscar Lavin, Joseph Lerner, 
Gertrude Lewis, Ann Lewon, Leo Lindauer, Isadore Marks, Rivka Burman 
Marshalkovitz, Robert Mauskopf, Sandra Medler, Louis Milgrom, Kurt 
G. Opper, Oscar Panikoff, Elinore Pollock, Helga Oster Remak, Richard 
Rocker, Walter Saltzman, Harry D. Schwartz, Abraham Seldon, Helen 
Siegel, Molly Siegler, Morley Silverman, Judson Thurston, Hal Turkus, 
Rose Uberman, Sophie Van Rosam, Joshua Weisenfeld 

July 19 | Jack Brandman, Sidney Brash, Siegfried Danziger, Dorothy 
Davis, Jack Duchowny, Delwin Edwards, Nathan Epstein, Estelle 
Farbstein, John Grayson, Daniel Harris, Gussie Hirsch, Evlyn G. Hubert, 
Helene Hurwitz, Bertha Jacobs, Lawrence H. Kandel, Rose Kaufmann, 
Benjamin Krandel, Stanley Landers, David Levin, Gertrude K. Marcus, 
Phyllis Matzner, Helen McDougal, Hannah Morris, Dorothy Mowry, 
Escher Pintoff, Mr. Wayne Rose, Bernard Rosen, Myrtle Rubenstein, 
Richard N. Salle, Natalie Schmerz, Elizabeth Schneider, Joseph Shanske, 
George Sturr, Sunny Sunshine, Adelya Vinikovetzky, Sol P. Wilets,  

July 26 | 

Louis Berlant, Judy Blake, Edward Cant, Arthur Decker, Ernesto Fliker, 
Harry Fredkin, Charles Galin, Sidney Gambord, Samuel Gerstley, 
Annette Golstein, Morris Hirsch, Abraham Hirsh, Fred Hoffman, Miriam 
Hunter, Leo Ivener, Rachel Jacobson, Michael Kmait, Esther Koves, Belle 
Kramer, Gladys Kreisber, Robert Leiter, Janice Leshay, Lilly Levine, Milton 
Lichtbach, Bettie Miller, Beatrice Motel, Ann Marie Nemec, Millie Penner, 
Herbert Ravel, Max Sachs, Verleen Salak, Frieda Sapper, Samuel J. 
Schneider, Pauline Shine, David Shlafer, Allen Siegel, Ida Simon, Colleen 
Sobolov, Hippolito Soto, Gladys Taub, Esther Weiner 

We Remember
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rs May 3 | The Blue Family in honor of 
Zachary’s Bar Mitzvah; Lynda Chase 
in honor of birth of granddaughter Isla 
Glen Stoddard; Hugh Silin in memory of 
his father, Simon Silin

May 10 | Frederick Family in memory of 
their mother-in-law and grandmother, 
Marguerite Heldt.

May 17 | Suzanne Boxer-Gassman 

May 31 | David Heiman in memory of 
Donald Heiman

Beverly Jordan Temple 
Beautification Fund
Ethel Ress, in memory of Sarah Simon

Campership Fund
Brian and Mira Karp, in memory of 

Francheska Rubin

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Deborah Zimmer and Liz Shivell

General Fund
Dr. Robert and Jo Anne Hersch, in 

memory of Helen Hersch

Deborah Katzman, in memory of Kate 
Mamon

Ray and Bobi Levine, in memory of 
Teri November, sister-in-law of Joel 
Wiesner and aunt of David Wiesner

Gary Morris, in memory of Rose Morris

Fagie Rosen, in memory of Janie, 
beloved sister of Lorie Kaplan

Ben and Bernice Vitcov, in memory 
of Edith Nissman, mother of Bernice 
Vitcov

Judith Jurman Omens Cemetery 
Beautification Fund
Edith Rosenberg, in memory of Joe 

Rosenberg

Kenneth Gordon Children’s 
Prayerbook Fund
Chris and Michele Eaton, in memory of 

Betty Gordon

Joseph and Marcia Riggio, in memory of 
Lena Hetzer

Joseph and Marcia Riggio, in memory of 
Betty Gordon

Michael Elman Campership 
Fund
Joyce Popkin Donahoo, in memory of 

Evelyn Popkin

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Robert Applebaum, in memory of 

Rosalyn Applebaum

Lorie Kaplan, in memory of Janie 
Huffman, sister of Lorie Kaplan

Dr. Richard Sogg, in memory of Manon 
Shields, sister of Doris Davis

Religious School Fund
Mort and Marilyn Leiter, in memory of 

Harry Leiter

Abe Livchitz, in memory of Irwin 
Tuttelman

Ethel Ress, in memory of Harry Simon

Thank You for Your Generous Contributions

 This list includes contributions made on or between 04/18/2019–05/15/2019.

If you would like to make a contribution, visit www.templesanjose.org

Gloria Melmon Ascher
Realtor
BRE#00613382

Cell 408.781.8624
Office	 408.741.1111	x604
Fax	 408.741.1199
gascher@apr.com

12772	Saratoga-Sunnyvale	Road
Suite	1000
Saratoga,	CA	95070
www.GloriaAscher.com

REALTORS

Equipped to Learn 
Back-to-School Drive 

Benefitting Preschoolers thru Adult Learners 

 
Bring school supplies & department store gift cards 

July 1-31 to Jewish Family Services 
14855 Oka Road #202, Los Gatos; (408) 357-7451 

Or deliver to a community partner location: 
    Congregation Beth David 
    APJCC/Levy Family Campus 
    Congregation Sinai 
    Temple Beth Torah 
    Temple Emanu-El    

Equipped to Learn wish list: www.jfssv.org 
 

Jewish Family Services of Silicon Valley



Connections

13

If you would like to advertise in  

Temple Emanu-El’s Connections

contact Stephanie Pollock at  

stephanie@templesanjose.org.

14855 Oka Road, Los Gatos, CA 95032

Jewish education, enrichment 
classes,  tness, aquatics, 
camp, after-school activities, 
cultural programs, event
rentals, and more.

www.apjcc.org
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Clergy____________________________________________________________
Dana Magat | Senior Rabbi – rabbimagat@templesanjose.org
Amanda Edmondson | Cantor – cantoramanda@templesanjose.org
Joseph Gitin, D.D. (z”l) | Rabbi Emeritus

Committee Chairs__________________________________________________
Bobi Levine | Havurah Coordinator – havurah@templesanjose.org
Dan Lee | Membership Commitment – dues@templesanjose.org
Uri Gottfeld | Facilities – facilities@templesanjose.org
Branden Frederick | Ritual – ritual@templesanjose.org
Robert Levy | Tikkun Olam – to@templesanjose.org
Debbie Michels | Membership – membership@templesanjose.org
TBD | Leadership Development – leadership@templesanjose.org
Mira Karp | Religious School – rscommittee@templesanjose.org
Fagie Rosen and Harriet Saltzman | Caring Committee – caring@templesanjose.org
TBD | Endowment Committee – endowment@templesanjose.org
Denise Moreno | Preschool Committee – pscommittee@templesanjose.org

Staff_____________________________________________________________
Stephanie Pollock | Executive Director – stephanie@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 ext. 233
Barbara Smead | Director, Early Childhood Education – barbara@templesanjose.org | 408-293-8660 | #434404443
Phil Hankin | Director of Education – phil@templesanjose.org | 408-292-3223
Shantha Smith | Bookkeeper – shantha@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 x235
Helena Hawkins | Marketing Coordinator– helena@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 ext. 234
Iris Bendahan | Administrative Assistant and Clergy Support – iris@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 ext. 231
Cherie Ravel | Cemetery Administrator – cherie@templesanjose.org | 408-674-5867

Board of Trustees__________________________________________________
Deborah Zimmer | President – president@templesanjose.org
Dana Brody-Brown | Secretary – secretary@templesanjose.org
Debbie Michels | VP Membership – vpmembership@templesanjose.org
Larry Fox | VP Development – vpdevelopment@templesanjose.org
David Heiman | Treasurer – treasurer@templesanjose.org
Ilene Tucker | VP Administration – vpadmin@templesanjose.org
Sherri Wiesner | VP Education and Youth – vprey@templesanjose.org
Andrew Weinberg | Immediate Past President

Auxiliaries________________________________________________________
Beverly Mendel | Sisterhood President – sisterhood@templesanjose.org
Zach Szereszewski | Brotherhood President – brotherhood@templesanjose.org
Devin Makhni | EESY Co-President – youthgroup@templesanjose.org
Sela Josephs| EESY Co-President – youthgroup@templesanjose.org

CONNECTIONS is published 10 times a year by Temple Emanu-El, 1010 University Ave., San Jose, CA 95126. 

Award/Operating and Tribute Funds
General Fund
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Alvin Ravel Garden Fund
Beverly Jordan Temple Beautification Fund
Judith Jurman Omens Cemetery 

Beautification Fund
Lou and Clara Juren Library Fund
Ralph Goldeen Library Fund
Endowment Fund

Religious Funds
Harold Cahn Prayerbook Fund
Kenneth Gordon Children’s Prayerbook Fund
Susanne & Maurice Tucker High Holy Days 

Music Fund
Ida F. Kragen Consecration and Caring Fund

Youth Funds
Religious School Fund
Religious School Enrichment Fund
Betty Rinsler Religious School
Endowment Fund
Weintraub Religious School Scholarship Fund
Youth Enrichment Fund
Leonard and Bernice Gaon Campership Fund
Michael Elman Campership Fund
Milton Fox Campership Fund
Phyllis Matzner Campership Fund
Israel Scholarship Fund
Susanne C. Blickman Arts and Crafts Fund
Sid Rosenberg Religious School Senior Trip 

Fund

Cultural Funds
Choir Fund
Phyllis Omel Junior Choir Fund
Bertram Berns Music Fund
Shank-Rockman Family Sound System Fund
Scholar in Residence Fund

Community Funds
Accompaniment Fund 
Facilities for the Aged Fund (Chai House)
JoAnne Salman-Tehrani Homeless Fund

Other Tribute Opportunities
$36 - Prayerbook Tribute
$218/$500/$750 - Tree of Life
Leaf/small/large rock
$500 - Sanctuary Chair Plaque
$750 - Memorial Plaque (in sanctuary foyer)

Opportunities in 
Levin Learning Center
$5,000 - Stair Plaque
$10,000 - Library Column Dedication
$25,000 - Room Dedication

Contact the Admin team for 
additional opportunities.

Making a contribution to one of Temple Emanu-El’s many funds is a wonderful way to 
honor your friends and family. You may make contributions in honor of a birth, a birthday, 
brit milah, baby naming, Bar/Bat Mitzvah, confirmation, graduation, engagement, 
wedding, anniversary, promotion, new home, special occasion or just because. You may 
also make contributions for get-well wishes, condolences, remembrances and yahrzeits.

Non-Profit Org.
US POSTAGE

PAID
Permit No. 542
San Jose, CA

1010 University Ave.
San Jose, CA 95126

Dr. Nathaniel Cohen
Branden Frederick 
Marci Gerston

Jamie Gold
Mira Karp
Steve Krandel

Shirley Lee
Denise Moreno
Fagie Rosen

Richard Rusnak
Eric Snider  
Steve Wernick


