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Friday, February 1

6:00 PM Congregational  
 Shabbat Dinner

7:00 PM Erev Shabbat Family  
 Service

Saturday, February 2

6:00 PM Neighborhood  
 Havdalah

Friday, February 8

5:45 PM Camp Style  
 Shabbat Service

Saturday, February 9

9:00 AM Baby Shabbat

Friday, February 15

6:00 PM Tot Shabbat with  
 Free Dinner

7:00 PM Erev Shabbat Service

Saturday, February 16

10:30 AM Bat Mitzvah of  
 Gemma Baer

Friday, February 22

6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat  
 Service

Saturday, February 23

10:00 AM Shabbat in Nature

February Service 
Schedule

SAVE THE DATES1010 University Ave., 

San Jose, CA 95126

408-292-0939

www.templesanjose.org

facebook.com/templesanjose 

twitter.com/templesanjose 

admin@templesanjose.org

Growing Our Future

FEBRUARY 2, 2019

Purim Shpiel  
and Carnival
Sunday, March 17  

at 10:30 AM

Adult Purim  
Experience

Wednesday, March 20  
at 7:00 PM
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It is hard to imaginee that nearly 
twenty years ago I arrived as 
the Rabbi of Temple Emanu-El. 
The end of June will mark the 
completion of my twentieth year. 
You may be aware that this year 
I am experiencing my second 
sabbatical. I am breaking it up 
over time, which makes it a bit 
more manageable for everyone—
congregants and staff. At the end 
of 2018, I had a few weeks as part 
of my sabbatical; the next chunk 

will be late spring and summer this year. The goal of the 
sabbatical in part is to refresh my rabbinate, to experience 
things I have not experienced before that could grow my 
rabbinate, and to contemplate how my rabbinate can grow 
and change in accordance with the needs of our ever-
changing synagogue. 

During my time in December I worked with Catholic 
Charities, and I went into communities that I have never 
gone into before, here in San Jose. In parts of East San 
Jose, the population often comes from Mexico, with 
various levels of status, from undocumented to green card 
to full citizenship. In these communities they often have 
multi-families living in one small home. The level of poverty 
is greater than in any other community/neighborhood in 
San Jose. It was an eye opener!

My friend and colleague, Father Jon Pedigo, is a priest in 
the Catholic Diocese and works with Catholic Charities. 
He decided, with the blessings of the Bishop, to go into 
these neighborhoods every six weeks or so and lead a 
Mass in the actual neighborhood—in a driveway, backyard, 
or park. He has been doing this for some time, and when 
I expressed my hope to experience a part of San Jose 
I have never experienced, he suggested I join him for 
these unique Masses. He would do the Priest thing, I could 
speak and/or offer a blessing and then we would hang 
out with the people and talk with them. And in the month 
of December there were many more of these “community 
Masses” because of the time of the year.

Before I went into the community I anticipated that I would 
experience sadness, fear and I would stand out like a  
sore thumb.

After spending time in these communities, I may have 
stood out as a sore thumb, but I was welcomed and 
treated as if I were family.

If you are interested, the Lunch and Learn in February will 
be dedicated to talking about this, and I will be sharing 
pictures and videos from my experience.

My takeaway is that these are communities that are 
very connected to their families, their heritage and their 
religious identities. They are a community that so easily 
could be bitter and impoverished emotionally, but that 
could not be farther from where they are.

If there is one word that described their energy it was 
“gratitude.” They appreciate all that they have. It may seem 
that they have little in comparison to many of us, but the 
majority of those I interacted with came from an energy of 
appreciation and pride. I was overwhelmed by their love 
and care. It felt to me as if we were family. I only wished 
that I could speak Spanish at an appropriate level!

I look forward to sharing more with you. I hope you will join 
me February 13 for our Lunch and Learn. 

Rabbi Dana L. Magat

Words From the Rabbi – Attending Services on High Holy Days

Save the Date 
Entrée to Shabbat 
Friday, March 15 at 6:00 PM

This service will be 

co-sponsored by the 

Jewish Federation 

of Silicon Valley, the 

Addison-Penzak Jewish 

Community Center, and 

the PJ Library. Entree into 

Shabbat is a series of Kabbalat Shabbat (Welcoming 

the Sabbath) dinners at various locations throughout 

the community is open to everyone, but is specifically 

designed to help young families get into the Shabbat 

mindset, with a festive meal at the center of the 

experience. This service is combined with our monthly 

Tot Shabbat.
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Thank you and Trees.

First of all, a big round of applause 
to all of you who helped us with 
donations to the 2018 Annual 
Campaign! We exceeded our goal, 
and because of time-lags, we are 
still waiting on information from the 
corporate matching programs that 
will bring our total even higher. It 

is a very exciting result, and we are grateful to those of you 
who were able to help us raise funds needed for some of 
our special programs. Thank you thank you thank you!

And now the Trees.

Temple Emanu-El’s logo is a tree. A pomegranate tree, to be 
specific. You see it on all of our printed materials, and on the 
banners we take to community events. You will also find in 
the foyer to our sanctuary in the stained glass window. Take 
a guess on how many pomegranates there are on that tree. 
And do you know how many seeds there are (supposedly) 
in a pomegranate? I’ve heard that it’s 613, which is the total 
of mitzvot in the Torah, both positive commandments of 
things we should do, and negative ones — things which 
are prohibited. At the High Holidays, our Torah scrolls are 
topped with rimonim, silver pomegranates decorated with 
bells. So trees in general and pomegranates specifically are 
important in Judaism.

In January, I was fortunate to attend a workshop sponsored 
by Sisterhood as we approached Tu B’Shevat, the New Year 

of the Trees. Cantor Amanda Edmondson led us in song 
and study, and we looked at how our lives are like trees, 
with roots in the soil, and branches reaching to the sky. 
Throughout Jewish history, trees have provided shelter from 
the elements, fruits for sustenance, and wood for building, 
among other things.

The pomegranate tree is on our business cards. And on the 
reverse of our cards it says, “Rooted in Tradition, Growing 
Our Future.”

This is what our synagogue means to me. It has depth from 
the roots — our connection to our Jewish past. For many 
families here, the connection is with generations who have 
been a part of this congregation for decades. But a tree also 
reaches up and out to provide the shade and sustenance 
that will protect and nourish generations to come. 

I would love to hear from you some reflections on trees. On 
the pomegranate tree, on how your roots reach down into 
the Jewish tradition. Let me know what your hopes are for 
the future as we spread our branches together.

“The one who plants trees, knowing that he will never sit in 
their shade, has started to understand the meaning of life.”

L’shalom, Deborah Zimmer

(Did you stop by the stained glass window to count the 
pomegranates? You might be able to guess without actually 
looking.)

From the President

Cantor Notes
Join me for my new  
Lunch ‘n Learn series: 
From Salomon Sulzer to Debbie 
Friedman to Noah Aronson - a look at 
various Jewish composers in modern 
times, times long ago, and everywhere 
in between. Each session will  
feature a different composer.  
This month on February 6th,  
we’ll learn about  
Samuel Adler.

Save the date 
for the 

2nd Annual Disney Sing-Along 
with Cantor Amanda Edmondson 

on Sunday, March 24th 
at 4:00 PM!
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Thank you to everyone who made this possible
Dear Members and Friends of Temple Emanu-El,

We Did It! Thanks to you, not only did we reach our 2018 Annual Campaign goal of $75,000, we surpassed 
it and raised an amazing $77,983! Thank you!

Each year on Rosh Hashanah we begin our Annual Campaign, an essential fundraising effort to help the Temple meet the needs 
of our members. This year stands out as an overwhelming show of love, commitment, and confidence in our Temple community: 
our Annual Campaign reached the unprecedented level of over $77,983 from an astounding 174 different contributions. This 
truly is an exceptional achievement, and on behalf of Temple staff and leadership, we offer the deepest and most humble thanks 
to those who participated. Your contributions, big and small, make a huge difference to our Temple community.

Axel Romeo and Nika Aljinovic

Jeffrey and Johanna Applebaum

Ilya Mazo and Justine Aquino

Michael and Evann Aronoff

Manfred and Gloria Ascher

Larry and Deanne Ball

Sharon Barowsky

Mort and Barbara Berlant

Dr. Allan and Judith Bernstein

Margie Blickman

Sean and Jessica Blitchok

Dr. Jeffrey and Christina Blue

Ron and Kristi Blumstein

Jacob and Pauline Braunstein

Shannon Brown and Dana Brody-
Brown

Dr. David and Susana Cahn

Dr. Edward and Marjorie Cahn

Mark and Gail Cahn

Dr. Michael and Ruth Cahn

Robert and Maggie Cant

Daniel and Connie Carr

Jack and Lynda Chase

Deepinder “Mac” and Leann Makhni

Simon Cintz and Melissa Aronoff

Dr. Barry and Mary Cohen

Marc Terziev and Sandra Cohen

Dr. Nathaniel and Sherry Cohen

Victor and Heather Conchado

Gordon Robinson and Laura Danoff

Doris Davis

Janis Decker

Lucy Delman

Norman and Genevieve Dishotsky

Chris and Michele Eaton

Neal Eisenberg

Denise Elbert

Burton and Sandy Epstein

Kirk Everett and Rebecca Dishotsky

Tim and Gail Evjenth

Robin Feinman-Marino

Marilyn Feldman

Dr. Clayton and Sandra Feldman

Ruth and Michael Fletcher

Edward and Marcella Forman

Larry and Audrey Fox

Eric and Polly Fox

Marvin and Joan Fox

Branden and Rebecca Frederick

Bruce Frederick

Joseph and Michelle Gabriel

Mr. and Mrs. Geeser

Michael and Eleanor Gerstley

Larry and Elisa Gerston

Joel and Marci Gerston

Jeffrey and Lori Ghan

Yitzhak Gilboa

Dr. Gary Gold

Ken and Jamie Gold

David Goldberg

Margie Goodman

Dr. Bobbye Gorenberg

Uri and Judith Gottfeld

Herm and Beryl Greenberg

Stephen and Arlene Greenberg

Philip and Susan Hammer

Robert and Rhonda Hansen

Reagan Hart and Idan Maor

David and Cheryl Heiman

Julie Henig

Scott Sweet and Carol Hoffman

Jeff and Pamela Hoffman

Linda Hoffman

Helen Ibsen

Irwin and Laura Jacobson

Glenn Holt and Jill Jacobson

David and Jyl Jurman

Todd Kalbfeld and Michelle Selber

Evelyn Kalish

Berry and Teri Kane

Lorie Kaplan

David and Tiralisa Kaplow

Brian and Mira Karp

Sylvia Karp

Deborah Katzman

Steven and Cheryl Kole

Steven Krandel

Steve and Annette Ladowitz

Daniel and Shirley Lee

Bernie and Harriet Levine

Ray and Bobi Levine

Dr. Ilene and Jerry Levine

Robert and Judy Levy

Nancy Lindley

Keith and Michelle Lissak

Abe Livchitz

Rita Loren

Barbara Lotman

Michal Lubin

Michael Malter

Lawrence and Jodi Marvet

Steve and Lois Matusow

William and Anita Medeiros

Manfred Ascher and Gloria Melmon 
Ascher

Jonathan and Alissa Meltzer

Grant and Deborah Michels

David and Linda Mighdoll

Adan and Denise Moreno

Yvonne Nemec

Robert and Margaret Newman

Andrew and Stacey Nussbaum

Marc Pawliger and Helen Cha

Melenie Pearson

Maia and Nathan Perez

Douglas and Willma Polgar

Douglas Kerr and Edith Pollock Kerr

Sheri Prizant

David Reiser

Susan Roberts

Yehoshua Rom

Fagie Rosen

Jay and Julie Ross

Dr. and Mrs. Lawrence Ross

Jay Rubenstein

Michael Rubenstein

Lori Rush

Richard and Eleanor Rusnak

Harriet Saltzman

Andrew and Amy Lynne Sandler

Judith Sapper

Mitzi Sapper

Russell and Maureen Schneider

Gordon Schneiderman

Janet and Marvin Schwab

Jane Schwartz

Philip Schwarz

JoAnn Shank

Sally Siegel

Manfred and Virginia Siegler

Hugh Silin

Eric and Kelly Snider

David and Joanna Snyder

Dr. Richard Sogg

Sybil Sommer

Michael Sprintz

Susan Stiasny and Barnett Sapurstein

Mark and Lynette Tannen

Carol Thailer

David and Ilene Tucker

Loui Tucker and Sabine Zappe

Dan and Julie Turchin

Gregory Turetzky

Roy and Rachelle Vogler

Aaron and Nicole Wagner

Henry and Susan Walaszczyk

Brad Wall and Ginny Hoffman

Donald and Debra Wanamaker

Gregory Wardle

Henry and Debra Watkins

Andrew Weinberg and Lynn Offenhartz

Judee Weinstein

Peter Weinstock

Byron Lilly and Nancy Weintraub

Alan Weissberger

Stephen and Jill Wernick

David and Sherri Wiesner

William and Janet Wood

Kendall Younger and Ryan Vaughan

Deborah Zimmer and Liz Shivell

Jeremy Zimmer

Matthew Zises

Kevin Zwick and Helen Lin
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Our 7th annual Latkes and Laughs 
of 2018 was a huge success. On 
December 2nd, the crowd enjoyed 
menorah lighting, latkes, and laughs 
with Jeff Applebaum, Sandy Hackett, 
and Matt Lieb. We also enjoyed the 
musical talent of Lisa Dawn Miller, 
who gave us a brief intermission from 
laughing to hear her beautiful singing. 

With over 200 people in attendance, 
we raised over $9400! Many thanks 
to our small but mighty Latkes and 
Laughs Committee, which included 
Jessica Blitchok, Deborah Zimmer, 
Renee Jones, Liz Shivell, Jenny 
Wagner, Leslie Cragin, Stacey 
Dedering, and Helena Hawkins! 

Thank you to Temple’s Brotherhood 
for providing the scrumptious 
latke dinner and Sisterhood for 
their sponsorship. And a shout-out 
to the incredible support of the 
Temple Emanu-El staff and clergy. 
Lastly, thank you to our talented 
photographers, Chris Dedering and 
Steve Nosanchuk!

We hope you all had a great time, 
and we’re looking forward to another 
amazing Latkes and Laughs this year 
in 2019!

Carol Hoffman & Stacey Dedering,  
Co-Chairs of the Latkes and  

Laughs Committee

	

Tickets are on sale now! 

Latkes and Laughs will be Sunday, December 17 at 6:00 PM. 

Visit www.latkesandlaughs.com for all you need to know! 

Save the Date 
Shabbat in Nature

Saturday, February 23 
at 10:00 AM

Join us outdoors for a fall-themed, clergy-

led minyan service, followed by a vegetarian 

potluck lunch and optional hike. At Sanborn 

Park. Meet at Sequoia Peterson Grove. Please 

note that parking is $6.
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Sisterhood Happenings
I’m sure everyone knows the amazing things Sisterhood 
does for Temple Emanu-El and our Religious School. But 
when we do things in the community, to help people 
have better lives, is when I’m most proud to be a part of 
this organization. On December 11, 2018, we took part in 
“Ladies Night Out” to help the Camp fire victims in Paradise, 
CA, who lost everything. This was mainly focused on the 
children of Paradise whose schools had burned down and 
were being relocated to schools in Chico. So, the Women 
of Temple Emanu-El, along with women from various faiths 
throughout Silicon Valley, met at The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints in Sunnyvale to drop-off and/or 
assemble backpacks filled with goodies to help ease the 
stress of these children. Only new items were accepted. 
The backpacks were filled with books, puzzles, games, 
pencils, pens, crayons, colored markers, notebooks, trail 
mix, candy, cookies, and water bottles, to name just a few. 
As you can see by the pictures, it was very successful. But 
the adults were not left out either. Many, many gift cards 
were donated as well, so families could buy the necessities 
they will need in order to start rebuilding their lives.

On a personal note, Rita Morrow, a friend and co-worker of 
mine from my 27 years of working at the San Jose Mercury 
News, retired in Paradise and lost everything. Another 
co-worker emailed pictures of Rita’s home and there was 

nothing left but ashes. It was so sad and it broke my heart.

Sisterhood’s first Rosh Chodesh of 2019 was a huge 
success! Over 17 women met on Sunday, January 6 and 
braved the terrible wind and rain storm that day to enjoy 
an afternoon of great food and crafts. A huge thank-you to 
Judy Levy, who made us a delicious lunch. Also a big thank-
you to Cantor Amanda who supplied us with lots of beautiful 
artificial flowers, greenery and ribbon to make wreaths 
for our homes, which came out beautiful. It was truly an 
amazing day!!

Beverly Mendel, Sisterhood Co-President

Save the Date 
Sisterhood Game Night

Saturday, March 2 from 6:30-9 PM

BIG FUN... FOR A SMALL PRICE
Many games available such as Up Words, Mexican 
Train, Wits and Wagers, Uno, or bring your favorite.  

Bring your Mah Jongg Card in case we can make a 
game!

Member prices: $2.50 per person/ $ 10.00 per family

Non-Temple guests: $3 per person / $12.00 per family

PLUS: Bring a NON DESSERT snack to share such as 
cheese, crackers, chips, pretzels, etc. 

Sisterhood is bringing dessert and soft drinks. You 
may bring other liquid refreshments.

Save the Date 
Sunday, March 10 at 12:30 PM

Ladies, please join us for a relaxed lunch and 

spiritually uplifting experience welcoming Rosh 

Chodesh with Cantor Edmondson. Co-sponsored by 

the Temple Ritual Committee and Sisterhood, this 

event is open to all adult women of the congregation. 

Stay tuned for more details.
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Our wonderful synagogue thrives because amazing 
volunteers help every day behind the scenes. We all lead 
incredibly busy lives and sometimes we feel overwhelmed 
at the thought of adding one more task to our already full 
plates. 

But, there is also something rewarding when we get 
involved and give back, and volunteering doesn’t mean you 
have to chair an entire gala or oversee a big committee. 
Often, it’s the small jobs that help the most!

So, before you turn the page and read the next article, 
please scan our list of ways, both big and small, that you can 
help out at Temple.

Kugel Making

Love to bake? Join the Caring Committee in making kugels 
1-2 times a year. Let us know that you’d like to help and we’ll 
add your name to our list of kugel makers. 

Contact Fagie Rosen at (408) 309-0414 or bubbie_rosen@
pacbell.net for more information or to volunteer.

Kugel Delivery

The Caring Committee delivers homemade kugels to our 
temple members who have recently had an illness, loss of a 
loved one, or had a new baby. Consider delivering a kugel 
as needed and at your convenience. 

Contact Fagie Rosen at (408) 309-0414 or bubbie_rosen@
pacbell.net for more information or to volunteer.

Temple Gift Shop 

Do you love to help people shop? Help is needed assisting 
customers and ringing up sales in the Gift Shop, run by 
the Temple Sisterhood. It is open on Friday evenings after 
services, Wednesday afternoons during Hebrew School and 
Sunday mornings during Religious School. Training will be 
provided. Coming to services or have a child in religious/
Hebrew School? Consider donating an hour of your time 
helping during gift shop hours. 

Contact Lynda Chase at (408) 505-7498 or chase_lynda@
hotmail.com for more information or to volunteer.

Shabbat Greeter

Coming to a Shabbat service? Be a greeter and help 
welcome guests into the service. Arrive 20 minutes prior to 

services and greet people with a friendly smile. At the Oneg, 
talk to new members or visitors to make them feel welcome. 
A friendly smile and “hello” go a long way to make people 
feel at home. Greeters are needed at every service, so feel 
free to volunteer for one service or as many as you like! 

Contact Shirley Lee at (408) 621-5210 or sabl@sbcglobal.net 
for more information or to volunteer.

Havurah Helper

Love socializing and planning fun events and holiday 
celebrations with friends? Then this is the volunteer 
opportunity for you! At Temple Emanu-El, we are always 
looking to connect our new and existing Temple members 
with each other through Havurahs. Havurahs are small 
groups of Temple members who get together on a regular 
basis for a variety of reasons. One Havurah may get together 
to celebrate the Jewish holidays. Another may have families 
with young children and like to go to the playground or zoo. 
And yet, another Havurah may be made up of empty-nesters 
who like to try new restaurants or go for hikes. Each Havurah 
has its own identity and interests. We’re looking for someone 
to help our current Havurah Chairperson form and support 
new and existing Havurahs. 

Contact Bobi Levine at (408) 888-8891 or bobilou5@gmail.
com if this is the volunteer opportunity for you!

Birthday Cards

Did you know that at Temple Emanu-El, we send out birthday 
cards to all our members for their “0” and “5” birthdays? 
We have a wonderful volunteer who is currently writing the 
birthday cards each month, but we could use some more 
help. If you’d like to help with a simple job that you can do 
from home while watching TV for just a couple hours each 
month, then this is the opportunity for you! 

Contact Debbie Michels at (408) 507-1282 or 
debbiemichels@yahoo.com for more information or to 
volunteer.

Membership Committee

Our wonderful Temple Membership Committee works 
hard to bring fun, creative and worthwhile programming to 
our congregation. In addition, we also are responsible for 
promoting events and finding ways to attract new members. 

continued on page 10

Volunteering at Temple Emanu-El
How Can You Make a Difference?

mailto:bubbie_rosen%40pacbell.net%20?subject=
mailto:bubbie_rosen%40pacbell.net%20?subject=
mailto:bubbie_rosen%40pacbell.net%20?subject=
mailto:bubbie_rosen%40pacbell.net%20?subject=
mailto:chase_lynda%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:chase_lynda%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:sabl%40sbcglobal.net?subject=
mailto:bobilou5%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:bobilou5%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:debbiemichels%40yahoo.com?subject=
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 If you would like to be a part of a fun group of members who 
meet 2-4 times a year, enjoy brainstorming and planning 
events, or have marketing/communication skills, then this is 
the committee for you!

Please contact Debbie Michels at (408) 507-1282 or 
debbiemichels@yahoo.com for more information or to 
volunteer.

Cook for Tot Shabbat

Love to cook? Then this volunteer opportunity is the one for 
you! Tot Shabbat is held every month (usually the 3rd Friday), 
and Sisterhood helps cook the meal prior to services. 
Requirements: Plan and shop for the meal (Sisterhood will 
reimburse you for all items), arrive at Temple at 5:00pm 
to begin cooking and setting up, and help serve dinner 
at 6:30pm. At least 2 volunteers per Shabbat dinner are 
preferred and more are welcome! 

Contact Bev Mendel at (408) 239-6416 or beverlyandneil@
gmail.com for more information or to volunteer.

Sandwich Making for the Homeless 

Our wonderful religious school students prepare lunches as 
a class for the homeless shelter every Sunday. Sisterhood 
is responsible for purchasing the food items for the students 
to use on December 16th, February 3rd and March 10th. 
Please consider purchasing and delivering the items to 
the Religious School for one of these dates. You will be 
given a shopping list with the exact items to purchase and 
reimbursed for all items! 

Contact Bev Mendel at (408) 239-6416 or beverlyandneil@
gmail.com or Judy Levy at (408) 834-9051 or 
jleveymom4three@yahoo.com for more information or to 
volunteer.

If you would like to volunteer at Temple Emanu-El but 
don’t see an opportunity above that fits your interests 
please contact Debbie Michels at (408) 507-1282 or 
debbiemichels@yahoo.com, so we can find the volunteer 
opportunity that is just right for you!

Thank you for supporting Temple Emanu-El with your time 
and energy!

Volunteering at Temple Emanu-El (continued)

PRESCHOOL 
OPEN HOUSE

JO IN  US  FOR  OUR  ANNUAL

Tuesday, February 5th from 5:00 to 7:00 PM

Come by Temple Emanu-El Preschool for a 

fun and informative night! This is  a great 

opportunity for families interested in our 

program.

Open to all  families. Staff will  be present to answer any 

questions. Please note that the program accepts 

children ages 2 to 6.

Contact Barbara Smead,

Director, Early Childhood Education:

Phone:   (408) 293-8660

Email: preschool@templesanjose.org

License #434404443

 

1010 University Avenue

San Jose, CA 95126                              www.templesanjose.org

Gemma Noor Baer, 
daughter of Gabrielle and 
Benjamin, will be called to 
the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah on 
February 16, 2019. Gemma 
is a seventh grader at 
Moreland Middle School who 
loves computers, computer 
games, and travel. At school 
Gemma participates on the 
cross country team and the 
school newspaper. When 

she is not at school, Gemma can be found disassembling 
old computers or creating animation stills. She loves pop 
music and creating memories on her GoPro. Please join 
Gemma’s parents, her sister Charlotte, and her extended 
family in sending a well deserved Mazel Tov to Gemma in 
recognition of her hard work and commitment.

Bat Mitzvah

mailto:debbiemichels%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:beverlyandneil%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:beverlyandneil%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:beverlyandneil%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:beverlyandneil%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:%20jleveymom4three%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:%20jleveymom4three%40yahoo.com?subject=
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A  Ritual Committee A
Dear All,

Happy New Year! This month, Jews 
celebrate a very nice holiday—Tu 
BiShvat. The holiday starts at sundown 
on Sunday, January 20. January 20 
also happens to be my birthday, and 
so the holiday this year promises to 
be thrilling. OK, maybe not “thrilling,” 
but definitely interesting and fun.

I must confess that I did not know 
much about this holiday until our 
daughter was at Yavneh, one of our 
wonderful local Jewish Day schools. 
Tu BiShvat is one of four “Rosh 
Hashanas” on the Jewish calendar, 
the other three being the Jewish 
New Year (which we celebrated a 
few months ago, at the beginning 
of Tishrei), the first of Nissan (when 
Pesach is celebrated) and the first of 
Elul (the month before the High Holy 
Days). As is perhaps unfortunately 
all too common in our faith, there is 
not total agreement as to the “real” 
date of Tu BiShvat: some hold that it 
is on the first of Shevat, others on the 
tenth and others on the fifteenth (TU 
in Hebrew). The TEE calendar says it’s 
on 15 Shevat, so I am going with that. 

Most scholars agree that Tu BiShvat 
is an agricultural festival related to the 
start of spring. It was believed that a 
tree’s fruit should not be cut/harvested 
until the tree had observed three 
Tu BiShvats. I don’t know that much 
about harvesting fruit from recently 
planted trees, but it seems logical 
to wait at least three years before 
attempting to harvest its fruit.

It is generally agreed that the holiday 
is not “major”: work is permitted. And 
while it is traditional to have a feast or 
Seder, the traditional food definitely 
skews light and healthy and features 
(big surprise) lots of fruit: figs, dates, 
pomegranates, and grapes. If you 
want to host or organize a Tu BiShvat 

Seder you can find lots of information 
on the internet. 

My most vivid memory of a Tu BiShvat 
Seder at Yavneh has to do with the 
fruit juices (stand-ins for wine) that 
were served. Like a traditional Seder, 
there are four cups of wine/juice 
served. However, both white and 
red are used, and they are mixed 
at certain points. Along with the 
kids, I found this part of the Seder 
very compelling. There are prayers 
associated with each cup of wine/
juice consumed and each type of fruit 
eaten. 

The first cup is white wine or juice, 
symbolic of winter. There also is a “first 
fruit” consumed; the first fruit eaten is 
hard on the outside and soft on the 
inside, like peanuts, melons, coconuts, 
walnuts, and almonds. According to 
MyJewishLearning.com, “the hard 
shell symbolizes the protection that 
the earth gives us and reminds us 
to nourish the strength and healing 
power of our own bodies.”

The second cup of wine/juice is also 
white, but with a li’l splash of red 
mixed in. This (for me) is a fun part of 
the Seder, watching the dark and light 
wines/juice ebb and flow together. 
Mixing in red is thought to symbolize 
the passage of the seasons and the 
ideas of birth and re-birth. 

The second type of fruit we eat 
are those with edible exteriors but 
inedible insides, i.e. fruit with pits, like 
dates, olives, plums and peaches. 
The pits are meant to symbolize our 
“core,” or the symbolic strength that 
lives in all of us.

The third cup of wine/juice is red with 
a li’l splash of white, said to symbolize 
the full blossoming of spring and 
repeating the emphasis on birth and 
re-birth. The third type of fruit eaten 
includes any fruit that is entirely 

edible, like strawberries, grapes, 
other berries and figs. According 
to MyJewishLearning.com, this fruit 
“symbolizes God’s omnipresence 
and our own inextricable ties with the 
earth.” 

Just like a traditional Seder, the 
“festive meal” is eaten after the third 
cup of wine is consumed. Some 
authorities suggest that the meal 
should be vegetarian but in my 
opinion you should have what you like 
(especially if you are the cook). 

The last cup of wine/juice, consumed 
after the “festive meal” is dark red, 
representing the heat of summer 
and the abundance and richness of 
growing plants. Some say the red 
wine/juice symbolizes fire and the 
notion that in all things live the divine 
“spark” of God. I like that notion. The 
fourth type of fruit eaten has a tough 
skin on the outside but sweet fruit 
on the inside, like bananas, pears, 
mangoes and avocados. 

In Israel, Tu BiShivat is much like 
“arbor day” here in the US, and trees 
of all kinds are traditionally planted. 
The holiday has taken on a distinct 
ecological feel, which is so inspiring.

On behalf of the TEE Ritual 
Committee, I hope that you have an 
opportunity to celebrate this beautiful 
holiday this year. Go out and hug a 
tree! Or better yet, plant one. I know I 
will be thinking about it, the next time I 
pour a glass of wine or eat some fruit. 

Finally, I would like to extend an 
invitation to all TEE members to wish 
some trees a belated “happy birthday” 
by joining us for the next Shabbat in 
Nature on Saturday February 23 in 
the Redwood Grove at Sanborn Park. 
More details soon!

Nora Rousso, Ritual Committee
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BO, EXODUS 10:1–13:16

This Torah Portion discusses the last three plagues—
Locusts, Darkness, and the Slaying of the First Born—and 
the freeing of the Israelites from Egypt. Pharaoh almost 
relents twice but God has hardened his heart. He finally 
frees the Israelites after the death of every first born. In this 
portion, God commands Moses on the ritual of Passover. 
Moses then tells the Israelites to observe this as an 
“Institution for all times, for you and your descendants.”

This is an incredibly rich Torah Portion, which discusses 
plagues, the first Mitzvot—establishing a calendar and 
observing Passover—and the ultimate freeing of the Jews. 
There are several points that I would like to focus on.

The first is that the Torah Portion focuses a lot on Pharaoh 
and his stubbornness. He is offered a chance to free the 
Jews three separate times. Even his courtiers tell Pharaoh 
that he should let the “men worship the Lord.” It takes the 
loss of the first-born for the Pharaoh to finally relent. It is 
not uncommon for us to be so convinced that we are right 
that we will only change our perspective or do the right 
thing after a catastrophe.

Pharaoh also negotiates with Moses. Clearly, he doesn’t 
want to release all of the Israelites, so he offers half 
measures. First, he offers that only men can worship the 
Lord. However, Moses insists that women and children 
be able to go as well. Then Pharaoh offers for the families 
to go, but the Israelites have to leave their flocks. Once 
again, Moses insists that everyone go and the flocks 
must go. It is not unheard of for us to try to bargain with 
ourselves when we must do something challenging. This 
resonated with me particularly during this time of year 
when many people make resolutions.

Finally, I want to bring up one of the plagues—darkness. 
During this plague, people were isolated from one-another 
by darkness for three days. However, “all the Israelites 
enjoyed light in their dwellings.” It seems to me that what 
makes the Israelites’ dwellings different is that they have a 
Jewish household with Jewish families. We can all identify 
with the power and inspiration of the Jewish home, and 
how it provides light for us in our lives.

Nathaniel Cohen, Temple Emanu-El Trustee

My Take on Torah

Brotherhood and the Latke Marathon
Once again, Brotherhood fed children 

and adults alike with an ample supply 

of latkes, first for Latkes and Laughs 

and again for the kids in religious 

school. The recipe, I’m told, is a closely 

held secret, but it evolves continuously 

and it involves potatoes. If you have a 

passion for cooking or just a passion 

for food, join Brotherhood.

At a recent meeting a movement took 

form, much like a gathering storm, to 

clean out the storage area behind the 

Youth Lounge. A dedicated band of 

brothers filled dumpsters with refuse 

and arranged the space to contain 

our several arks. That was just the 

beginning. As we know from our 

Chanukah dreidels, a Great Miracle 

Happened There. Even though we 

were promised that there would never 

be another flood, the Youth Lounge 

roof gave in from persistent, unusual 

rain, and waters filled the cozy spot of 

Youth and Brotherhood meetings alike. 

Miraculously, the water missed our 

portable arks stored in the area. Had 

it not been for Brotherhood cleanup, 

would the result have been the same?

Things to look for in the coming 

months will include a golf outing at 

Pruneridge in Santa Clara, our annual 

blood drive (no, not on the same day), 

Brotherhood Shabbat, softball, bocce 

ball, and Brotherhood tee shirts. If 

you got a tee shirt for joining, would 

you sign up? I’ll bet you would. I used 

to run 7 miles just for a tee shirt - 

#baytobreakers.

There are consistent themes at 

Brotherhood meetings. One is lox and 

bagels—or sometimes just donuts 

(thanks, Dan)—and another is how to 

attract new members. Trust me when 

I say that if you have an idea for a 

project or a mitzvah that you would 

like to see carried out by Temple 

Emanu-El men, come to the meeting 

and share your idea. We will make 

it happen. If it involves food, it will 

happen that much faster.

Steve Wernick, Brotherhood Member

If you got a tee shirt for joining, 
would you sign up? 



Connections

11

Those who have died recently

Steven Mathew Kipperman, father of Gia 
Schneider

George Frank, husband of Roberta Frank

David Graff, son of Frederick and Sherry Graff

Henry Stein, husband of Sandra Stein

Walter Schwarz, father of Philip Schwarz

Peta Bender, mother of Greg Bender

And those we have lost in years past

February 1 | Mike Arronson, Larry Barko, George 
H. Barnett, Lee Bell, Harry Berman, Louis Berman, 
Ellen Bonnema, Abraham Boxer, Wolfgang Danziger, 
Ida Dishotsky, Alice Emrich, Stanley Goldman, Morey 
Gross, David Herlich, Norman Jackman, Leah Cahn 
Lapidus, Leo Lee, Dr. Benno Lowy, Sarah Marchick, 
Ida Nathan, Burgos Pangilinan, Millicent Potter, Bud 
Prussel, Leonard Roellig, Dr. Alexander Rogozen, 
Leon E. Sedler, Murray Segal, Pauline Katz Senders, 
Rebecca Shulman, Elain Byer Sollod, Charlotte 
Stein, Roslyn Suntop, Ann Wiener, Al Winter, Frances 
Wolfson, Betty Yules

February 8 | Belle Aronowitz, Charles Atlas, Leonard 
Baker, Lettie Bergstrom, Bernice Blaustein, Samuel 
Blaustein, Phineas Clayton, Phoebe Cohen, Cynthia 
Coit, Judith Diamondstone, Claire Duke, Louis 
Friedman, Sarah Friedman, Rose Genkin, Ralph 
Gibson, Marcia Goldfarb, Mark Hammer, Hi-Chan 
Katzman, Chris Koga, Sylvia Lane, Marsha Lax, Julia 
Levin, Jeanette Lewon, Lawrence Lieberman, David 
Lipton, Hugo Matzner, Benjamin Marcus, Maurice 
A. Martin, Beatrice May, Lucille Medeiros, Claire 

Messinger, Henrietta Mintzer, Isaac Oppenheimer, 
Morris Peckman, Sarah Probst, Cora Ravizza, Herman 
Rodoff, Alba Rosario, Elaine Rubenstein, David Saxon, 
Ilse Schwalbe, Belle Segal-Katz, Gladys Shulman, 
Harold Siegel, Arthur Stein, Julius Stein, Bernie Stern, 
Beverly Strong, Stanley Turnbull, Gloria Wall, Nanette 
Osiel Weintraub, Jacob Zarchin, Mayer Zeidenweber

February 15 | Lillian R. Ackerman, Joseph Berg, Mae 
Brash, Yetta Broder, Robert Brody, Betty Burton, Daniel 
Cunningham, Sydney B. Davis, Alexander Faverman, 
Jon Gassman, Sadye Gizang, Sylvia Goldberg, Helene 
Graff, Leon Grant, Sophie Koppel, Robert Krandel, 
Violet Landers, Theodore Lavin, Shirley Levine, 
Jerrold Levitt, Julia Lukes, Gayle Lutvak, Joseph 
Lutvak, Thomas Mahoney, Anna Macdonald, Frances 
Etta Meyerson, Albert Miller, Dr. Sanford Pelz, Mella 
S. Rauer, Irvin Rubenstein, Mrs. Pearl Schneiderman, 
Noah Shipman, Ann Sibby, Lee Robert Silverman, 
Allan Weinstein, Henry I. Weinstein, Sofia Yampolsky, 
Cameron Zwern

February 22 | Harold Leroy Barnes, Irene Bernard, 
Mollye Blumstein, Cissi Carl, Sandy Davis, Florence 
Carol Gambord-Avrech, Joseph Garshon, Irma 
Hartfield, Anna Hirsh, Juliet Hyde, Abraham Katz, 
Irving Kotlier, Flossie Krandel, Herbert Lee, Martin 
Levitt, Mary Samuels Levy, Sylvia Lurie, Mr. Harry Miller, 
Sarah Herd Miller, Sam Mintzer, Marcia Morris, Sandra 
Plavin, Charles Polansky, Howard Recht, Miriam Rohan 
Resnick, Betty Rinsler, Isadore Rosenthal, Morris 
Saslaw, Norman Saul, Stanley Schneider, Daviene 
Shklar, Mollie Shragge, Mae Siegel, Ann Sogolow, 
Leonard Taylor, Rhea Wolff, Rose Zacker

We Remember

December 7, 2018 | David Goldberg in memory of his father Robert Goldberg.

December 14, 2018 | Ilana Lutz in memory of Joseph Goldstein; Branden Frederick in memory of John Daddy-O Heldt Birthday; 
Michelle Tidwell in memory of her mother Melitta Tidwell

December 21, 2018 | Debra Wanamaker in memory of her father Al Wanamaker; Philip Schwarz in memory of his father Walter 
Schwarz

December 28, 2018 | Lois Zell, Sherry Cohen in memory of Ms. Phoebe Cohen and in honor of Mary Freiman, Phoebe’s mother

January 4, 2019 | Sue Timpson in memory of Ronald Timpson

January 11, 2019 | The Applebaum Family in honor of Jacob’s Bar MItzvah; Sharon Barowsky in memory of her father Irv Barowsky; 
Carol Hoffman and Scott Sweet, Denise and Adan Moreno, and Kristina Fernandez in memory of Robert Hoffman and John 
Fernandez Jr.

January 18, 2019 | The Cohen Family in honor of Ari’s Bar Mitzvah

January 25, 2019 | The Fox Family in honor of Ben’s Bar Mitzvah; Judith and Mitzi Sapper in memory of Gerald H. Sapper; Yvonne 
Nemec in memory of John Lukes; Douglas Tobin in memory of Hildegard Berliner
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Our Fund of the Month 
this February is our Youth 
Enrichment Fund (YEF).

This fund was often referred to as 
the Campership Fund, but it has a 
much wider reach than that. The YEF 
provides scholarship support for all 
Jewish activities that require travel 
and lodging expenses including 
camps, youth conventions, retreats, 
and educational opportunities for 
youth currently active in Religious 
School. This is not limited to programs 
belonging to the Union for Reform 
Judaism. Scholarships are determined 
on a combined merit and need 
basis by the committee with support 
from the Religious School director 
and clergy. We greatly appreciate 
the support we receive from the 
congregation with donations both 
small and large, which enable us to 
continue to enrich young people’s 
Jewish upbringing outside of Temple. 
Last year alone we provide over 
$6000 in scholarships to over 15 
students. 

To donate, please go to www.
templesanjose.org, hover over 
“Giving,” and click “Make a Donation.” 
Scroll down to the ninth item on the 
list, “Youth Enrichment Fund,” and 
make a donation today! We thank you 
for your continued support.

Fund of the Month

http://www.templesanjose.org
http://www.templesanjose.org
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Alvin Ravel Garden Fund
Fred and Corinne Ravel Retchin, in memory 

of William Marvin Ravel

Mitzi Sapper, in memory of Ernest Sapper

Betty Rinsler Religious School 
Endowment Fund
Mark and Bette Emanuel, in memory of  

Lisa Wiviott, daughter of Carol Thailer

Mark and Bette Emanuel, in memory of  
Jeff Prizant, son of Sheri Prizant

Gordon Schneiderman, in memory of  
Nathan Taylor

Gordon Schneiderman, in memory of  
Arleen Taylor

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Jeffrey and Johanna Applebaum, in honor 

of Jacob becoming a Bar Mitzvah - 
Thank you Cantor Edmondson for your 
wonderful, encouraging and loving 
support, as always!

Mitchell B Green, with thanks for Cantor 
Amanda Edmondson’s participation in the 
unveiling for Sid Green

David and Linda Mighdoll, in loving memory 
of Jules Edelman

Joseph and Marcia Riggio, in appreciation of 
Cantor Amanda Edmondson

Choir Fund
Daniel and Shirley Lee, in memory of  

Walter Schwarz, father of Philip Schwarz

Dr. Richard Sogg, in memory of  
Walter Schwarz, father of Philip Schwarz

Endowment Fund
Jacob and Pauline Braunstein, in memory of 

Samuel Rubin

Marvin and Joan Fox, with get well wishes to 
Sybil Sommer

Marvin and Joan Fox, with get well wishes to 
JoAnn Shank

Marvin and Joan Fox, in memory of  
Hank Stein

Marvin and Joan Fox, with get well wishes to 
Joe Riggio

Robert and Ruth Fox, in honor of the 
anniversary of Joan and Marv Fox

Henry and Susan Walaszczyk

Facilities for the Aged Fund
Mr. Jonathan Michaels, in memory of  

Barry Gruber

General Fund
Dr. Barry and Mary Cohen, in memory of 

Hank Stein

Mr. and Mrs. Geeser, in memory of  
George Goldstein

Stephen and Arlene Greenberg, in memory 
of Mary Leon

Stephen and Arlene Greenberg, in memory 
of Eugene Weiss

Stephen and Arlene Greenberg, in memory 
of Zelda Heitner

Stephen and Arlene Greenberg, in memory 
of Mark Leon

Stephen and Arlene Greenberg, in memory 
of Janet Berg

Scott Sweet and Carol Hoffman, in memory 
of Robert Hoffman

Scott Sweet and Carol Hoffman, in memory 
of John Fernandez, Jr.

Kenneth and Carol Hoffman, in memory of 
Nella Hoffman

Kenneth and Carol Hoffman, in memory of 
Eric Hoffman

Helen Ibsen, in memory of Dr. Maxwell Ibsen

Selma Karchem, in memory of Alan Singer

Deborah Katzman, in memory of  
Lawrence Brenner

Deborah Katzman, in memory of  
Hi-Chan Katzman

Steve Ladowitz and Annette Ladowitz

Daniel and Shirley Lee, wishing a speedy 
recovery to JoAnn Shank

Ray and Bobi Levine, in memory of  
Harry Yaffee

Ray and Bobi Levine, in memory of  
Ruth Yaffee

Ray and Bobi Levine, in memory of  
Judge Martin Rothenberg

Ray and Bobi Levine, in memory of  
Reva Rothenberg

Ray and Bobi Levine, in memory of  
Janice Perlitch

Robert and Margaret Newman, in memory of 
Angela Young

Robert and Margaret Newman, in memory of 
Charlotte Newman

Fagie Rosen and family, wishing a speed 
recovery to Lorie Kaplan

Steven Keller and Michelle Tidwell, in 
memory of Melitta and Albert Tidwell

Ben and Bernice Vitcov, in memory of  
Morris Nissman

JoAnne Salman-Tehrani 
Homeless Fund
Henry and Susan Walaszczyk

Judith Jurman Omens 
Cemetery Beautification Fund
Joan Green, in honor of Arlene Jurman

Kenneth Gordon Children’s 
Prayerbook Fund
Chris and Michele Eaton, in memory of 

Kenneth Gordon

Joseph and Marcia Riggio, in memory of 
Kenneth Gordon

Leonard and Bernice Gaon 
Campership Fund
Linda Cohen, in honor of my mother  

Bernice Gaon

Milton Fox Campership Fund
Brian and Karen Fox, in memory of  

Charles (Chuck) Jacobs

David and Linda Mighdoll, in loving memory 
of Milton Fox

David and Linda Mighdoll, in loving memory 
of Evelyn Fox

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Jeffrey and Johanna Applebaum, in honor 

of Jacob becoming a Bar Mitzvah - Thank 
you Rabbi Magat for your wonderful, 
encouraging and loving support, as 
always!

Rosel Barowsky, in appreciation of  
Rabbi Dana Magat

Dr. Allan and Judith Bernstein, in memory of 
Murray Bernstein

Dr. Allan and Judith Bernstein, in memory of 
Jean Bernstein

Solna Braude, in memory of Sylvia Braude

Solna Braude, in memory of Jack Braude

Solna Braude, in memory of  
Laurence Braude

Burton and Sandy Epstein, in memory of 
Marcy Epstein Wolff

Burton and Sandy Epstein, to celebrate the 
birth of Sutton Louise Schneider-Fuentes, 
great-granddaughter of Burt and  
Sandy Epstein

Burton and Sandy Epstein, in honor of  
Fagie Rosen for all her contributions to the 
Temple and our community

Burton and Sandy Epstein, with get well 
wishes to Dave Reiser

Burton and Sandy Epstein, in memory of  
Lisa Wiviott, daughter of Carol Thailer

Lorin Fink, in honor of Rabbi Dana Magat

Marvin and Joan Fox, with get well wishes for 
Cheriel Magat

Dr. Bobbye Gorenberg, in memory of  
Dr. Marvin Gorenberg

Joan Green, in memory of Charles Jacobs

Mitchell B Green, with thanks for  
Rabbi Dana Magat’s participation in the 
unveiling of Sid Green

Ina Jacobson, in memory of Mark Bershadsky

Kim Licht, in memory of Henry Stein.  
He will be forever missed.

David and Linda Mighdoll, in loving memory 
of Irving Mighdoll

Mrs. Bettey Naymark, in memory of  
Sherman Naymark

Sheri Prizant, in loving memory of  
Jeffrey Prizant

Sheri Prizant, in loving memory of Jerry Prizant

Sheri Prizant, in appreciation of  
Rabbi Dana Magat

Dr. Paul Protte 

Joseph and Marcia Riggio, in appreciation of 
Rabbi Dana Magat

Paul and Janis Roth-Soto, in memory of 
Catherine Soto

Leonard and Deborah Schreibstein

Sandra Stein, in appreciation of  
Rabbi Dana Magat for his comfort and 
healing with the passing of my husband 
Henry Stein

Thomas Szepesi and Eva Baumgartn, in 
honor of Rabbi Dana Magat

Religious School Fund
Yvonne Nemec, in memory of John Nemec

Yvonne Nemec, in memory  
Ann Marie Nemec

Yvonne Nemec, in memory of Julia Lukes

Yvonne Nemec, in memory of John Lukes

Scholar in Residence Fund
Robert and Maggie Cant, in memory of 

Bernard Becker

Robert and Maggie Cant, in memory of 
Charles Lewis

Henry and Susan Walaszczyk

Susan C. Blickman Arts and 
Crafts Fund
Margie Blickman, in memory of Henry Stein

Abe Livchitz, in memory of Oda Livchitz

Susanne and Maurice Tucker 
High Holy Day Music Fund
Jill Carroll

Youth Enrichment Fund
Manfred and Virginia Siegler, in memory of 

Lisa Wiviott, daughter of Carol Thailer

Thank You for Your Generous Contributions

 This list includes contributions made on or between 09/14/2018–10/15/2018.

If you would like to make a contribution, visit www.templesanjose.org



Connections

13

Gloria Melmon Ascher
Realtor
BRE#00613382

Cell 408.781.8624
Office	 408.741.1111	x604
Fax	 408.741.1199
gascher@apr.com

12772	Saratoga-Sunnyvale	Road
Suite	1000
Saratoga,	CA	95070
www.GloriaAscher.com

REALTORS

Save the Date 
Interfaith Shabbat

Friday, March 8 at 7:00 PM

Coming up on March 8th is Temple Emanu-

El’s Interfaith Shabbat. Bring your non Jewish 

friends to learn about Judaism. The Temple 

House will be encircled by information tables 

explaining Jewish holidays and life cycle events. 

Please consider participating in this community 

education event by helping to host a table or  

by providing a traditional food. For more 

information, contact Melenie Pearson at  

melenie.pearson@gmail.com or 408-506-7253.

Save the Date 
Yoga Minyan

Saturday, March 16 at 10:00 AM

Join Rabbi Laurie Matzkin for a Shabbat yoga class 

in the BFR, combining mindful movement, creative 

ritual and reflective study. Makom Yoga provides a 

refreshing mix of 

Jewish learning 

(with themes 

flowing from the 

weekly parsha, 

upcoming 

holidays, 

and beyond) 

with guided 

meditation, 

breath work and 

asana practice.

mailto:melenie.pearson%40gmail.com?subject=
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If you would like to advertise in  

Temple Emanu-El’s Connections

contact Helena Hawkins at  

helena@templesanjose.org.

14855 Oka Road, Los Gatos, CA 95032

Jewish education, enrichment 
classes,  tness, aquatics, 
camp, after-school activities, 
cultural programs, event
rentals, and more.

www.apjcc.org
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Clergy____________________________________________________________
Dana Magat | Senior Rabbi – rabbimagat@templesanjose.org
Amanda Edmondson | Cantor – cantoramanda@templesanjose.org
Joseph Gitin, D.D. (z”l) | Rabbi Emeritus

Committee Chairs__________________________________________________
Bobi Levine | Havurah Coordinator – havurah@templesanjose.org
Dan Lee | Membership Commitment – dues@templesanjose.org
Uri Gottfeld | Facilities – facilities@templesanjose.org
Branden Frederick | Ritual – ritual@templesanjose.org
Robert Levy | Tikkun Olam – to@templesanjose.org
Debbie Michels | Membership – membership@templesanjose.org
TBD | Leadership Development – leadership@templesanjose.org
Mira Karp | Religious School – rscommittee@templesanjose.org
Fagie Rosen and Harriet Saltzman | Caring Committee – caring@templesanjose.org
TBD | Endowment Committee – endowment@templesanjose.org
Denise Moreno | Preschool Committee – pscommittee@templesanjose.org

Staff_____________________________________________________________
Stephanie Pollock | Executive Director – stephanie@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 ext. 233
Barbara Smead | Director, Early Childhood Education – barbara@templesanjose.org | 408-293-8660 | #434404443
Phil Hankin | Director of Education – phil@templesanjose.org | 408-292-3223
Shantha Smith | Bookkeeper – shantha@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 x235
Helena Hawkins | Marketing Coordinator– helena@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 ext. 234
Iris Bendahan | Administrative Assistant and Clergy Support – iris@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 ext. 231
Cherie Ravel | Cemetery Administrator – cherie@templesanjose.org | 408-674-5867

Board of Trustees__________________________________________________
Deborah Zimmer | President – president@templesanjose.org
Dana Brody-Brown | Secretary – secretary@templesanjose.org
Debbie Michels | VP Membership – vpmembership@templesanjose.org
Larry Fox | VP Development – vpdevelopment@templesanjose.org
David Heiman | Treasurer – treasurer@templesanjose.org
Ilene Tucker | VP Administration – vpadmin@templesanjose.org
Sherri Wiesner | VP Education and Youth – vprey@templesanjose.org
Andrew Weinberg | Immediate Past President

Auxiliaries________________________________________________________
Beverly Mendel | Sisterhood President – sisterhood@templesanjose.org
Zach Szereszewski | Brotherhood President – brotherhood@templesanjose.org
Devin Makhni | EESY Co-President – youthgroup@templesanjose.org
Sela Josephs| EESY Co-President – youthgroup@templesanjose.org

CONNECTIONS is published 10 times a year by Temple Emanu-El, 1010 University Ave., San Jose, CA 95126. 

Award/Operating and Tribute Funds
General Fund
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Alvin Ravel Garden Fund
Beverly Jordan Temple Beautification Fund
Judith Jurman Omens Cemetery 

Beautification Fund
Lou and Clara Juren Library Fund
Ralph Goldeen Library Fund
Endowment Fund

Religious Funds
Harold Cahn Prayerbook Fund
Kenneth Gordon Children’s Prayerbook Fund
Susanne & Maurice Tucker High Holy Days 

Music Fund
Ida F. Kragen Consecration and Caring Fund

Youth Funds
Religious School Fund
Religious School Enrichment Fund
Betty Rinsler Religious School
Endowment Fund
Weintraub Religious School Scholarship Fund
Youth Enrichment Fund
Leonard and Bernice Gaon Campership Fund
Michael Elman Campership Fund
Milton Fox Campership Fund
Phyllis Matzner Campership Fund
Israel Scholarship Fund
Susanne C. Blickman Arts and Crafts Fund
Sid Rosenberg Religious School Senior Trip 

Fund

Cultural Funds
Choir Fund
Phyllis Omel Junior Choir Fund
Bertram Berns Music Fund
Shank-Rockman Family Sound System Fund
Scholar in Residence Fund

Community Funds
Accompaniment Fund 
Facilities for the Aged Fund (Chai House)
JoAnne Salman-Tehrani Homeless Fund

Other Tribute Opportunities
$36 - Prayerbook Tribute
$218/$500/$750 - Tree of Life
Leaf/small/large rock
$500 - Sanctuary Chair Plaque
$750 - Memorial Plaque (in sanctuary foyer)

Opportunities in 
Levin Learning Center
$5,000 - Stair Plaque
$10,000 - Library Column Dedication
$25,000 - Room Dedication

Contact the Admin team for 
additional opportunities.

Making a contribution to one of Temple Emanu-El’s many funds is a wonderful way to 
honor your friends and family. You may make contributions in honor of a birth, a birthday, 
brit milah, baby naming, Bar/Bat Mitzvah, confirmation, graduation, engagement, 
wedding, anniversary, promotion, new home, special occasion or just because. You may 
also make contributions for get-well wishes, condolences, remembrances and yahrzeits.
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