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Meet our Newly Elected 2019-20 Board of Trustees
Left to Right: Andrew Weinberg,
Jessica Blitchok, Steve Krandel,
Kim Jackman, Branden Fredrick,
Sherri Wiesner, Rabbi Dana
Magat, Shirley Lee, Deborah
Zimmer, Larry Fox, Fagie Rosen,
Jamie Gold, Eric Snider,
Dr. Nathaniel Cohen
Not Pictured: Christina Blue,
Shannon Brown, David Heiman,
Mira Karp, Beverly Mendel, Samuel
Messinger, Denise Moreno, Richard
Rusnak, Ilene Tucker, Steve Wernick

Greetings in Connections

August Service Schedule
Friday, August 2
6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat
Patio Service
Friday, August 9
6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat
Patio Service
7:30 PM

Shabarbecue

Friday, August 16
6:30 PM Brotherhood Shabbat
Patio Service
Friday, August 23
6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat
Patio Service

Temple Emanu-El offers you a way to wish your fellow congregants a happy, healthy and
fulfilling new year by including your name in our bulletin on the Rosh Hashanah Greetings
page. Think of it as a New Year’s greeting card to your entire Temple address book! By
making a minimum tax-deductible donation of $36 per family unit, you will be wishing us all a
new year filled with sweetness and joy, and at the same time, supporting your synagogue.
This year we will also be offering the chance to wish your fellow congregants a happy
Passover as well in the Passover issue of Connections. By making a minimum tax-deductible
donation of $65 per family unit, you will be wishing us all a new year filled with sweetness and
joy and a happy and healthy Passover, while at the same time, supporting your synagogue.
Your name: ____________________________________________________
Your name/family’s name as you would like it to appear:
_____________________________________________________________
Check One:

¨ High Holy Days Greeting Only - $36

Saturday, August 24

		¨ High Holy Days and Passover Greetings - $65

6:00 PM Neighborhood
Havadalah

Check # ______________

Friday, August 30
6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat
Patio Service

OR

VISA/MC# ________________________________________________
Expiration Date____________

3 Digit Security Code ___________

¨ I agree to add an additional 3% to cover transaction fees.
Total Amount to be charged: $_______________________

1010 University Ave.
San Jose, CA 95126
408-292-0939
www.templesanjose.org
facebook.com/templesanjose
twitter.com/templesanjose
admin@templesanjose.org

Phone: ___________________________________________________
Signature: _________________________________________________
PLEASE RETURN TO THE TEMPLE OFFICE BY AUGUST 20, 2019 TO BE FEATURED IN
BOTH THE SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER ISSUES OF CONNECTIONS.
If you submit Connections Greetings by September 9, 2019,
you will only be featured in the October Issue.
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From the President
Jews strongly believe in
connecting to generations in the
past and the future. L’dor v’dor:
from generation to generation.
We talk of avot v’imahot: our
fathers and mothers. There’s the
story of the sage Choni Ha’Magel
walking along the road when he
saw a man planting a carob tree.
Choni asked him: “How long will
it take for this tree to bear fruit?”
“Seventy years,” replied the man. Choni then asked: “Are
you so healthy a man that you expect to live that length of
time and eat its fruit?” The man answered: “I found a fruitful
world because my ancestors planted it for me. Likewise, I
am planting for my children.”
Doug Cotler wrote a wonderful song, “Standing on the
Shoulders.” It begins “I’m standing on the shoulders of
the ones who came before me.” It is exactly about this
connecting of generations. Here at Temple Emanu-El,
we have families that span many generations in our
congregation. When parents bring their children to our
Religious School, they are planting the seeds of our future.
I am grateful to the ones who came before me, especially
the strong women who served this congregation as
Presidents. The first was Lee Axelrad, z”l, who was in
office from 1974-1976. Lee was a real mover and shaker,
and not afraid to be the first. Then there is Jane Schwartz,
a real asset to our synagogue’s historical memory. Jane
was President from 1981-1983, and we are so glad she
came back to San Jose recently. Next was Corinne Ravel
Retchin, who was President from 1988-1990, and has since
moved to the East Coast, but remains connected through
her son’s family: Michael and Cherie Ravel. Both Michael
and Cherie are members, and they raised both of their
children, Billy and Samantha, at Temple Emanu-El. And
there is the amazing Ruth Krandel, z”l, who was President
from 2007-2008. Her energy and devotion to our
synagogue and the greater Jewish community were aweinspiring. Laura Danoff Robinson was President from 20092011. Her devotion to our congregation was recognized
by her being honored as the Woman of Valor at this year’s
Sisterhood Donor luncheon in June. What a treat for her
two sisters to come be part of this special occasion.
These are big shoes for me to fill, but having strong
women as models helps give me inspiration and
confidence to lead our Congregation. I am also grateful
to be part of a movement, the Union for Reform Judaism,
the organization which brings together the world’s Reform
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congregations. The URJ has always been a leader in
egalitarianism. Sally Priesand is America’s first female rabbi
in any strand of Judaism, ordained in 1972.
I feel deeply connected to my fore-mothers and also
to the larger Reform movement. Another not-so-secret
about me is that I am a meeting wonk. The URJ holds a
Biennial convention, and, this year, it will be in Chicago,
from December 11-15. Rabbi Magat and I will be attending,
along with some of our Board members. This is a great
opportunity for self-discovery, growth and exploring your
Jewish identity. It would be great if more congregants
could be there with us. There is nothing like celebrating
Shabbat with 5000 other Reform Jews! If you are
interested in joining our delegation, please do call me
(408-425-7120) so we can discuss the details. Looking
forward to seeing you there!
This year Temple Emanu-El had a small contingent in the
Rose, White and Blue Parade, which starts at Lincoln High
School and comes around down The Alameda. We had a
lot of fun, and look forward to having more people join us
next year!
Deborah Zimmer, Temple Emanu-El President

Connections

Cantor Notes
Last month, for the first time ever,
I immersed in the mikveh. As a
cantor, I’m kind of disappointed
to admit that my first time was
when I was 34 and after I’d already
been married and had a child.
Traditionally, a woman immerses
in the mikveh before her wedding,
and again after every menstrual
period. Additionally, men can
immerse too, and a man could
immerse in preparation for a holiday, such as Shabbat or
Yom Kippur.
A mikveh (a word meaning “collection”) is basically a carved
out pit of water with seven steps leading down into it. They
have existed in our tradition for centuries, and scholars can
date the practice of immersion to at least 300 BCE. It is
essentially the first kind of baptism – a way to be spiritually
cleansed, allowing the individual to reach the divine.

For those of you reading this who have never immersed
before, I encourage you to try it. Deborah is one of the few
guides (both male and female) who can guide you through
every step of the process with a loving a gentle hand. If you
want to invite a friend or family member for moral support,
there is a curtain behind which they can stand. You don’t
even need to be marking an occasion. You can go for any
number of reasons – just to try it, after a menstrual period,
to prepare for Shabbat, when there is a transition coming up
in your life (getting married, new job, retirement, 9th month
of pregnancy, etc.), or to mark the end of something; in
particular it could be the end of cancer treatments when the
cancer is finally in remission. There are so many reasons one
can immerse, and I know Deborah and I would be thrilled to
speak to you more if you have any questions or concerns.
Immersing in the mikveh is a wonderful, transformative
experience that I think everyone should get the chance to
feel in his/her lifetime. L’chayim! Here’s to the power of water.
Cantor Amanda Edmondson

In our South Bay community, we have a WONDERFUL
mikveh at the Jewish Community Center. Most people don’t
even know it exists, but if you go into the bathrooms by the
pool, you’ll find a door on the other side of the lockers that
you might assume is a closet. Well, that’s actually the door to
the mikveh! Our mikveh looks like many modern mikvaot –
almost like an extra deep Jacuzzi with nice tiles on the floor.
So, I went for immersion, led by none other than our own
Temple President and resident mikveh expert, Deborah
Zimmer. The process of preparation before immersion was,
honestly, the most difficult part! No nail polish, no stray hairs,
no food between your teeth, no dirt ANYWHERE, no jewelry,
no clothes, no conditioner/hair products, no moisturizer –
NOTHING between you and the water. You even have to lift
your feet and spread your toes when you go under, so that
the water can reach every part of you.
I honestly didn’t think too much about my immersion before
I went, other than the preparation part. I didn’t realize that as
I was walking down the steps, my mind would immediately
be propelled into imagining Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel, Leah,
and thousands of generations of Jewish women between
them and me descending the same steps. I was hit with a
literal flood of emotions as I went in deeper and deeper. And
the most special part was the buoyancy of the water. Just as
I went down the steps and imagined those women, once I
was all the way down, I imagined those women all holding
me together with them. My body was literally lifted by them,
and I felt surrounded by tradition, strength, and love. I never
expected to feel those sensations, but I’m so glad I did.
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We have 20/20 Vision, do you?

We are proud to officially announce our 20/20 project! This is an
exciting endeavor to reinvigorate the Temple Emanu-El campus and
reflect our commitment to the future while staying true to the past. We
will be making aesthetic updates, safety and security upgrades, and
enhancing spaces to allow for increased usability.
Help us grow our future. Your support matters!
Project Co-Chairs:
Larry Fox
Steve Krandel
Andrew Weinberg
To learn more about this important project for Temple Emanu-El's future, please go to
www.templesanjose.org/20/20vision
or contact the Temple directly at (408) 292-0939 or temple2020@templesanjose.org for
more information.
Stay tuned for project updates!

Rooted in Tradition - Growing Our Future
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Religious School
Fitness Friday, Maccabiah
and the Big Bang
Somewhere there is a calendar
publisher smiling. Remember those
desk calendars where you flipped
the page each day to read another
“quote of the day” or “joke of
the day” or “visualization of the day”? The intention was
to have a mini motivational speaker right in front of us,
keeping us focused so we could charge through another
day and make meaning of our routine lives. This summer
I once again traveled south to Los Angeles to serve on
the Education Faculty staff at both 6Points camps (Sports
and Sci-Tech). These are the specialty camps that the URJ
(Union for Reform Judaism) runs as part of their camping
offerings across North America. What is unique about the
6Points camps is that they are referred to as “specialty
camps” – offering specific programming tailored to a
special clientele (under a Jewish lens), as compared to
“general” offerings such as Camp Newman. Better yet,
each of these camps are intentionally layering and infusing
Jewish values into everything they offer.
Each morning the campers gather together before
heading to breakfast to begin their day together and
learning about the “value of the day”. At 6Points Sci-Tech,
they begin their morning with the “Big Bang”. It is
their way of exploring the “value of the day” and
tying it into science. At 6Points Sports, each
sport “major” (sport intensive) learns about the
value and how it is reflected and manifested to
their specific sport. The campers at both camps
work towards earning their value bracelets
through how they model certain behaviors
of each value. Every coach (Sports) or teacher
(Sci-Tech), and every camper, has the ability to
hand out these bracelets when they see someone
becoming a Dugmah-Ishit (role model in Hebrew). Here
are the camps values:

Sci-Tech:
•
•
•
•
•

Heritage
Curiosity
Innovation
Radical Acceptance
Patience and Perseverance

Blurb from their website: Campers learn how Jews
throughout history have contributed deeply to the body
of scientific knowledge, and their connection to Israel is
strengthened through spirit of innovation present there.

Campers grapple with big questions, like “Can the Big
Bang and the Torah story of creation co-exist?”, “What
does science teach us about Judaism and what does
Judaism teach us about science?”, “What does Judaism
say about space exploration?”, “If DNA and proteins
are the building blocks of life, who built DNA?”, and “Are
we playing God when we genetically modify food or
organisms?” Judaism and the camp environment allow
and encourage our campers and staff to ask these big
questions.

Sports:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Leadership
Teamwork
Sportsmanship
Growth
Pride
Intention

Blurb from their website: Through these inherently Jewish
values, athletes discover and deepen their Jewish identity
through sports. Athletes elevate their game with our cadre
of passionate, inspiring coaches who provide high-level,
individualized attention to each camper. Our campers not
only improve their athletic abilities, but they also build selfconfidence, strong connections to their peers and grow
into proud Jewish athletes.
As a member of the Education Faculty, it
is my job to help the staff layer on the
Jewish values, while also going out and
participating in the various activities. The
camps want to have their campers see
their Rabbis/Cantors/Educators hitting the
baseball, kicking the soccer ball, coding
on the computer, and building artificial
lungs with straws, balloons, and empty
2-liter bottles.
I have enjoyed my time there so much that I
have a challenge for Temple Emanu-El: I want to have a
minimum of 10 campers join me next summer at either
camp while I am there on faculty (and most likely Rabbi
Magat as well). I will provide the transportation (no extra
cost to you) in order to drive to LA area and back – you
provide the camper. I will speak more about this at the
first day of Religious School during the Parent meeting on
Sunday September 8, 2019.
Religious School registration is now open. Please visit the
Temple Emanu-El website to register for the upcoming year.
Phil Hankin, MAJE, Director of Education
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Sisterhood
I hope everyone is enjoying their summer so far.
Sisterhood has been sizzling, these past few months,
with some amazing events. We just had one of the
most successful Donor brunch I’ve attended in a long
time. We decided to have a brunch this year instead
of our usual luncheon. It was a BIG Hit!!! Our very own
David Wiesner from Siena Bistro catered the brunch
for us, and the food was amazing!! Something else
that was a BIG Hit was our mimosa bar with 3 different
kinds of juices from which to choose. There were
also some delicious pastries to accompany the bubbly
drinks. It was wonderful to see everyone milling
around with their mimosas in hand while they checked
out all of the Raffle and Silent Auction items up for bid.
The highlight of the event was honoring Laura Danoff
Robinson with the Woman of Valor Award, and Leslie
Solomon with the Lee Axelrad Malich Award. Both
women were very deserving, as they have worked
tirelessly for Sisterhood for so many years. We are
very proud of them.
A big thank you to Judy Levy who did an outstanding
job chairing this event for us. There were many
other people who were involved to make this day so
successful. Thank you, Deborah Zimmer for doing
the Invocation, Raya Magat for doing the Birkat
HaMazon, Sophie Marino and Elli Weinstein from our
Youth Group for selling Raffle tickets and helping with
setup and cleanup, and Arlene Williams, Melenie
Pearson and Anita Medeiros for helping as well. Last,
but certainly not least. Bob Levy and my hubby, Neil
Mendel for manning the mimosa bar. They did an
outstanding job!!
Beverly Mendel, Sisterhood President

Sisterhood Game Night
Saturday, August 17 at 6:30 PM
BIG FUN…FOR A SMALL PRICE
Many games available such as Up Words,
Mexican Train, Wits and Wagers, Uno,
or bring your favorite.
PLUS Bring a NON DESSERT snack to share such
as cheese, crackers, chips, pretzels, etc.
Please see www.TempleSanJose.org
for more details.
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Donate a Blessing Bag
For Local Family Shelters/JFS
Temple Emanu-El Sisterhood was recognized
at the WRJ Biennial Convention 2015 with the
Or Ami “Light of My People” Award for their
Mitzvah Day Service Project in 2015. With the
support of donations from our congregants, 75
insulated bags were purchased along with toiletry
items and then donated to local family shelters.
Sisterhood would like to continue this program all
year long instead of once a year at Mitzvah Day.
Please consider donating to this project.

Yes

I would like to donate to ensure we reach
more families in need!

Name___________________________________________
Please accept my tax-deductible donation of:
#_______ of blessing bags x $25.00
Total Donation $__________
Make check payable to: Temple Emanu-El Sisterhood
Mail to: Temple Emanu-El, Att: Sisterhood Blessing Bags
1010 University Ave, San Jose CA 95126

Connections

2019 Volunteer of the Year

Mazel Tov

Mazel Tov to Michelle Kusanovich, our 2019 Volunteer of
the year for her work on the design of the 20/20 Vision
Project.

Volunteer at
High Holy
Days
Have you ever wondered
why you are greeted by
many of the same faces
at the Heritage Theater
during High Holy Days?
That’s because more than
half of our volunteers
make it a point to be a
part of the HHD crew
each year. It is an
opportunity to be of
service and to see many
of your Temple friends.

Mazel Tov

Mazel Tov to Anita and Bill Medeiros on the birth of their
grandson Levi Everett, who was born to proud parents
Ryan and Jessica Medeiros on July 15th weighing 8 lbs
and 19 inches long.

Join Sisterhood
We are a service organization dedicated to promoting the program of the WRJ and URJ as follows:
1. To uphold and aid the activities of Temple Emanu-El and its Religious School.
2. To foster and further the highest ideals of Judaism and humanitarian causes in the community and
throughout the world.
3. To promote closer fellowship and participation among our Sisterhood members.
--------------------------------Cut or Tear and Complete Donation Amount and Send with Payment------------------------------------

Make checks payable to Temple Emanu-El Sisterhood - mail to 1010 University Ave. SJ 95126
Name:
Circle Donation Amount
Address:
City/Zip Code:
Home Phone:

Regular

Cell Phone:

$46

Senior

$40

Silver Regular $82

Silver Senior

$76

Gold Regular

Senior Gold

$112

($25 Gift Shop Certificate)

$118

($50 Gift Shop Certificate)

($25 Gift Shop Certificate)
($50 Gift Shop Certificate)

Membership questions: Please contact Joy Powell, VP Membership, at 408- 833-4760
or email at joyoustou@gmail.com

Openings are available
for Rosh Hashanah and
Yom Kippur, evenings
and mornings, and
involve tasks such as
checking tickets, handing
out service pamphlets,
changing the books from
one service to the next,
and monitoring the doors
when the ark is open. It
does involve standing for
about half an hour at a
time. We also need help
with Break-the-Fast!
Join us this year and see
for yourself. We would
love to have you as part
of the team. To let us
know which services you
would be available for,
please email/contact
admin@templesanjose.org.
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A Ritual Committee A
Sad Days Need to be Remembered
Picture this: It’s the middle of summer; we’re vacationing,
spending fun time with our friends and families, traveling,
relaxing and decompressing from another challenging
year. Tisha B’Av is observed on August 10 through August
11th. It is considered the saddest day of the year, so why is
it placed on the calendar now, at the height of our summer
enjoyment?
Well, first of all, Tisha B’Av is the culmination of a threeweek period of increasing mourning, beginning with the
fast on the 17th of Tammuz, commemorating the first breach
of the walls of Jerusalem before the First Temple was
destroyed. Tisha B’Av means “the ninth (day) of Av.” It’s a
national time of mourning, commemorating many tragedies
throughout the generations, including the expulsion of the
Jews from England in 1290, the Spanish Inquisition in 1492,
the pogroms in Russia, Eastern Europe, and Germany,
and as mentioned previously, the destruction of the two
temples. All these tragedies are said to have taken place
on that day.

sufferings of Jewish history cannot be erased, even though
these calamities keep getting more distant in our rear-view
mirror. Some authorities believe the festival lost its meaning
when the State of Israel was established in 1948.
It’s important to remember Tisha B’Av because we must
remember the tragedies to establish continuity with the
past. In addition, it’s a way to help Jews focus on a religious
rebirth and ethical living. Tisha B’Av reminds Jews of their
past sacrifices and the sufferings of exile. This holiday is
a moment of great power when we can give voice to our
grief as a people for the calamities that have befallen us.
So, don’t stop celebrating summertime, but be mindful
of how resilient we are as a people. Hazak, Hazak,
Venit Hazek….”Be strong, be strong, and may we all be
strengthened.”
David Goldberg, Ritual Committee
(Comments or questions: dgoldberg1116@att.net)

In a way, it’s apropos that the holiday falls in the height of
summer, the driest time of the year, thus a time of sadness
and uncertainty, until the cooling, life-giving rains come
again.
So how do we observe this solemn occasion? Well, it
depends. If you follow the strictest path, you fast for 25
hours, you don’t wash or anoint your bodies, you don’t
wear leather shoes, and you abstain from intimate relations.
Only sad portions of the Tanakh, such as Lamentations, are
studied, and the Torah cabinet is draped in black. If you
take it even further, wearing new clothing is prohibited, we
sit on the floor, not in comfortable chairs or couches, we
darken the room at night and we even refrain from greeting
one another. To no surprise, no weddings are performed
during Tisha B’av. Wow! That’s intense!
But wait a minute. Is this holiday a total “Debbie
Downer”? What about the many who already struggle
with depression and anxiety on a regular basis? Well, the
Reform perspective, to no surprise, is not a unified one, in
the sense that some have transformed the day into one of
joy as well as sadness. When the Temple was destroyed,
the end of the sacrificial cult was viewed as a positive
moment in history, as Israel accepted the religious mission
to spread the Torah to all of the known world. Other
reformers emphasized that, no matter how comfortable we
are with our Western way of life, the tragedies and
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Open to the Community
Pre-K Family Education

“MISCHPACHA SHELI”
( " My F a mi l y" )
A program designed for preschool aged children and their parents who would
like a “whole family” experience. We offer an introduction to Jewish values,
holidays, traditions and customs through singing, storytelling, art, movement
games and cooking.
***Children must be at least 3 years old by September 1, 2019***

Su n d a y s fr om 9: 3 0 - 11: 3 0 A M
Class Dates: September 22, 2019; November 3, 2019; December 15, 2019;
January 26, 2020; March 8, 2020; and April 5, 2020
Cost: $1 80 for Templ e Emanu-El member s, $210 for Communi ty

Register online at www.templesanjose.org
FOR QUESTIONS
AND MORE
INFORMATION:

Phone: (408) 292-3223
Email: school@templesanjose.org
1010 University Avenue
San Jose, CA 95126

Main: (408) 292-0939
www.templesanjose.org
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Brotherhood
We now have our amazing Brotherhood polos (they are
amazing to me because mine fits!) and we all agree to
wear them at appropriate opportunities to show off our …
well, our Brotherhood. That makes sense, right? Look for
us at a Shabbat service on the patio.
During the summer, our activities are less formal but not
less spirited. We will be planning for the upcoming year of
back to school BBQ’s, Latkes, High Holiday preparation,
friendly golf outings and attendance at heritage baseball
games. My cousin Michael, from Temple Emanuel in
Beverly Hills, just invited me to an LA Dodgers Jewish
Community Day. Kosher options for the game included
a Kosher Dog, a Kosher Jalapeno Dog (are you kidding
me?) or a Kosher Sausage (boiled chicken I suppose). We
will consider friendly competition – who wins the game
and which Brotherhood has the best attendance?
The point of all that is, if you are part of our Temple
community, come join us and bring your ideas for new
or different events and activities (hey, we haven’t had a
poker game in a long time). Our primary focus for now
will be a membership drive. You may participate any way
you like. From my point of view, we want more members
because we want to get to know more men of Temple
Emanu-El. Sure, we are happy to get your check but we
are even happier to add your energy and creativity to our
organization. Even if you just want to attend a meeting for
the free lox and bagels, join us and see what a difference
you can make.
Steve Wernick

Oneg Sponsors

June 14, 2019 | The Solpon Family in honor of Kadin and Dylan’s B’nai MItzvah; Mira
Karp in memory of Francheska Rubin; David Heiman in memory of Donald Heiman;
Deborah Zimmer and Liz Shivell in honor of their 4th Anniversary
June 21, 2019 | Gladys Chandler in honor of her son’s 35th birthday; Margie
Goodman in memory of Michael Goodman; Nancy Gerston in memory of her loving
mother, Sarah Gerston
June 28, 2019 | Joy Powell
July 5, 2019 | Richard Sogg in memory of his daughter Carrie Sogg; Bruce Frederick
in memory of Minnie Frederick; Jane Schwartz in memory of her father Aron
Pencovic
July 12, 2019 | Harriet Saltzman and Beverly Mandel in memory of her husband/
father, Walter Saltzman
July 19, 2019 | Fagie Rosen in memory of her mother Sophie Van Rosam; Sisterhood
July 26, 2019 | Yvonne Nemec in memory of Ann Nemec; Philip Schwarz in honor of
his 60th birthday.

Sponsor an Oneg
Special Occasions: Birthdays,
Anniversaries, Graduations
Memorials: In memory of a loved
one’s Yahrzeit
There are two ways to sponsor:
Bring 3 platters of food OR
donate, and food platters will be
prepared on your behalf.
Sign up by contacting
admin@templesanjose.org.
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Preschool
“There is nothing quite like summer
in the world of preschool. At TEPS we
try to really just make the summer a
time for kids to simply be kids. Most
days are spent playing in the water
tables and bounce house, picnics on the playground,
and getting as messy as possible! The sound of laughter
and squeals of happiness keeps us all smiling. Check out
some pictures below, of our first few weeks of summer.
We are accepting applications for the summer and fall of
2020. Please contact me for more information.
Barbara Smead, Director of Early Childhood Education
Barbara@templesanjose.org
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We Remember

Those who have died recently
John Meyer, father of Polly Fox
Raymond Levine, husband of Bobi Levine
Irwin Jacobson, husband of Laura Jacobson
Marion Pattenson, mother of Judy Gottfeld
Howard Kauffman, husband of Diane Kauffman
Marie Knobeloch Edwards, mother of Andrew
Edwards
Karina Salsman, sister of Andrea Laber
And those we have lost in years past
August 2 | Barbara Abrams, Kate Baitchman, Lottie
Berman, Steven Biro, Rose Blickman, Maxwell Bravo,
Alfred Brenner, Anita Ellner, Isidor Farber, Dora Fischer,
Sam Fishoff, Mrs. Marian Greenfest, Jim Gunn, Freida
Lehr Heidorn, Morris Jacobs, Rueven Jeffe, Julius
Katzman, Max Kaufmann, Helen Kerr, Dr. Louis Lackner,
Victor Levine, Mr. Robert Mizrahi, Rebecca Muscatel,
Morris Nadel, Jerry Prizant, Mildred Rakovsky, Henry
Rosensweig, Jack Rotofsky, Joseph Rudin, Edward
Schwartz, Lil Silberstein, Mary Sokolov, Robert Solomon,
Allen I. Stoll, Benjamin Thailer, Nathan Treister, Jeanette
Waxman, Joan Wolfgang, Leah Yaffee
August 9 | Sarah Asher, Miriam Ayllon, Ruby Baker,
Claire Barnhart, Maurice A. (Don) Berman, Leonard W.
Bloom, Millie Brisken, Ethel Brody, Marcus Brooks, Solly
Cohen, Fanny Emanuel, Peggy Forbes, Sarah Frieberg,
Fred Shalom Friedman, Mimi Lewis Fuller, Ben Gambord,
Lionel Gillston, Rabbi Joseph Gitin, Charles Goldberg,
Nettie Goldman, Henry Stadler Hammer, Esther Hoffman,
Daniel W. Kraus, Betty Lichtenstein, Conceicao Machado,
Francisco Machado, Herbert Marchick, Florence Marcus,
Aaron Adair Markham, Mr. Al May, Solomon Miller, Edna
Novak, Mr. Jeff Prizant, Sarah Richards, Morris Rinsler,
Aaron Rosenthal, Albert Saltzman, Bertha Silverman, Mr.
Joseph Tannenbaum, Jack Weintraub, Eleanor Zurakov
August 16 | Claire Rosenberg, Shirley Ball, Eleanor
Berman, Larry Berman, Janice Cohen, Marilyn

Friedlander, Sam Gellman, Ilene Hoffman, Irving Hoffman,
Irving Horshman, Larry Kaluzna, Irma Silbiger Karpel,
Madeline Louise Kaufman, Howard Kraten, Eva Leve,
Morris Lovy, Sumner Magat, Leonid Moyerman, David
T. Press, Pauline Prizant, Jackie Radwin, George Rosen,
Claire Rosenberg, Dora Rubin, Abraham Salzberg, Fritzi
Schaechter, Dr. Albert Sheinbaum, Samuel Weinstein,
Samuel B. Weinstein, Gigi Green Wicks, Jean Wiesner,
Naomi Wolff, Amos Zarchi
August 23 | Sylvia Abrams Jones, Harvey Asher, Dora
Blaustein, Suzanne Blickman, Natalie Borts, Bonnie
Bronstein, Ann Orloff Cahn, Mrs. Lillian Chermak, John
W. Christian, Shlomo Cintz, George Cleve, Sonia Davis,
Louis Dishotsky, Eli Enten, Benjamin Fisher, Jennie
Goldberg, Mrs. Muriel Goldberg, Annette Goldstein,
Shlomo Hertz, Pat L. Hunter, Mrs. Ruth Jeffe, Anne
Kaplan, Elizabeth Kass, Harry Kessler, Bertha Krystal,
Pasha Land, Kathryn Loeffler, Manjeet Makhni, Sarah
Marcus, Naomi Mayer, Isadore Messinger, Mr. John
Nemec, Sadie Newman, Reeva Perr, Joseph Pintoff,
Max Roberts, Marvin Rubenstein, Sarah Ruby, Isadore
Schreibstein, Pauline Kessler Stein, Harry Arnold Stern,
Abe Taitelman, John Wall, Goldie Zasloff
August 30 | Jay Aronson, George Baker, Howard
Bame, Irving M. Bernstein, Leonard J. Block, Robert
Joseph Boxer, Mary Brenner, Belle Brown, Judith
Buckser, Nathan J. Citron, Lillian E. Davis, Hilde Fishman,
Edward Fox, Sydney Fox, Thomas Fox, Edward Gold,
George Goldstein, Alfred Gottfeld, Shelley Gustason
Malcolm, Ethel Harkavy, Sheila Heiman, Naji Ezra Helali,
Joan Hersch, Frederic Kakis, Evangeline Kaufman,
Mimi Lasner, Mr. Gordon Levy, Edythe Litman, Harry
Meyerson, Susan Moore, Murray Moss, Bernard Nathan,
Nathan Primack, Louise Recht, Bessie Renkosinsky, Eva
Reznikov, Roberta Mendel Rivera, David H. Rosenthal,
Ernest Rott, Irving Satler, Freda Segal, Barbara T. (Bobbie)
Shulkin, Sylvan Siegler, Alfredo Sousa, Gladys Sussman
Maxey, James N. Walker, Bliema “Billie” Walters, George
Weintraub, Benjamin Weiss, Elizabeth Wilbur, Phyllis Zis
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This list includes contributions made on or between 05/15/2019–07/15/2019.

Thank You for Your Generous Contributions
20/20 Project
Marvin & Joan Fox, in memory of Ray Levine
Marvin & Joan Fox, in honor of the marriage
of Allyson Landers and Steve Krandel
Bobbi Lotman, in appreciation of Sherri
Wiesner
Bobbi Lotman, in memory of Ray Levine
Bobbi Lotman, in honor of Laura DanoffRobinson and Leslie Solomon
Sybil Sommer, in memory of Ray Levine

Alvin Ravel Garden Fund
Sally Ravel, in memory of Irving Levy

Betty Rinsler Religious School
Endowment Fund
Mark & Bette Emanuel, in memory of Ben
Woron

Campership Fund
Fagie Rosen and family, in memory of Ray
Levine, beloved husband, father and
grandfather
Judy Sack, in memory of Ray Levine
JoAnn Shank, in memory of Ray Levine
Manfred & Virginia Siegler, in memory of
Raymond Levine

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Villages Jewish Group, in appreciation of
Cantor Edmondson’s leading our Friday
Night Service and Excellent presentation,
On Jewish Music
Janet Wood, in memory of Bill Wood

Endowment Fund
Jacob & Pauline Braunstein, in memory of
Ruth Rubin
Jacob & Pauline Braunstein, in memory of
Janie Huffman, sister of Lorie Kaplan
Marvin & Joan Fox, in memory of David
Levin

Facilities For Aged Fund
Wanda Pollack, in memory of Sidney J.
Gambord

General Fund
Suzanne and Gerry Boxer-Gassman, in
memory of Max J Boxer

Sherman & Marsha Geeser, in memory of
Ray Levine
Stephen & Arlene Greenberg, in memory of
Ray Levine
Stephen & Arlene Greenberg, in memory of
Sidney Greenberg
Virginia and Randy Hess, in honor of the
65th anniversary of Dr. Lawrence and Mrs.
Ruth Ross
Jeff & Pamela Hoffman, in memory of
Richard Rocker
Todd Kalbfeld & Michelle Selber
Judee Weinstein
Berry & Teri Kane, in memory of David Kane
Berry & Teri Kane, in memory of Irving Levy
Daniel & Shirley Lee, in memory of Ray
Levine
Alan & Catharine Levin, in memory of Morton
Levin, brother of Alan Levin
Robert & Margaret Newman, in memory of
George Sturr
Ethel Ress, in memory of Irene Danziger
Anonymous, in appreciation of Deborah
Zimmer for leading services at Chai House
Henry & Debra Watkins
David & Sherri Wiesner, in memory of Ray
Levine

JoAnne Salman-Tehrani Homeless
Fund
Margie Goodman, in memory of Michael
Goodman
Margie Goodman, in memory of Victor
Donath

Judith Jurman Omens Cemetery
Beautification Fund
Joan Green, with get well wishes to Arlene
Jurman
Anonymous, in memory of Wayne Rose for
his yahrzeit
Iva Rose, in memory of Wayne Rose for his
yahrzeit

Kenneth Gordon Children’s
Prayerbook Fund
JoAnn Shank, in honor of Dr. Lawrence
and Ruth Ross on their 65th wedding
anniversary. Mazel Tov

Michael Elman Campership Fund
Joyce Donahoo, in memory of Harry Popkin

Phyllis Matzner Campership Fund
Bruce Matzner, in memory of Ruth Matzner
Bruce Matzner, in memory of Phyllis Matzner

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Barbara Barko, in memory of Steven Barko
Dr. Allan & Judith Bernstein, in memory of
Bernie Bernstein
Dr. Allan & Judith Bernstein, in memory of
Shirley Azen
Suzanne and Gerry Gassman, in memory of
Ray Levine
Michael & Eleanor Gerstley, in
appreciation of Rabbi Dana Magat
Lorie Kaplan, in memory of her mother
Edythe Litman
Dorothy Weber, in memory of Ray Levine
Janet Wood, in memory of Bill Wood

Religious School Fund
Joan Green, in honor of the marriage of
Allyson Landers & Steve Krandel
Morton & Marilyn Leiter, in memory of
Robert Leiter
Morton & Marilyn Leiter, in memory of Esther
Weiner
Yvonne Nemec, in memory of Ann M. Nemec

Scholar in Residence Fund
Robert and Maggie Cant, in memory of Rose
Uberman
Robert and Maggie Cant, in memory of
Edward Cant
Robert and Maggie Cant, in memory of Anna
Becker
Robert and Maggie Cant, in memory of
Stanley Kaisel
Robert and Maggie Cant, in memory of
Rosie Ivy

Shank-Rockman Family Sound
System Fund
JoAnn Shank, in memory of Bert and Helen
Gates

If you would like to make a contribution, visit www.templesanjose.org
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Seaside Spirituality Retreat
A beautiful, restful, and meaningful Shabbat in Santa Cruz
last month for our Women’s Retreat, Seaside Spirituality,
with Cantor Edmondson and the Temple Sisterhood. Stay
tuned for next year’s retreat!”

EESY Senior
Youth Group
Temple Emanuel-El’s Senior
Youth group, also known as EESY, is open to
teens from 9th to 12th grade. Throughout the
year, EESY prepares youth led monthly events,
including new ‘EESY Wednesday’s’ as a part
of Temple Emanu-El’s Beit Noar program. This
year’s EESY president will be Sam Messinger,
and he hopes to continue fun and upbeat
EESY events. EESY continually strives to have
a growing teen presence in the neighborhood
by participating in social action events here at
temple, and in the greater community.
Sela Josephs

Photos taken by Nancy Gerston

Do you have
difficulty hearing
the services in
the Sanctuary?
If so, please inform a service usher, service
greeter, or a custodian and they will gladly
provide you with a listening device that will
amplify the sound.
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14855 Oka Road, Los Gatos, CA 95032

Jewish education, enrichment
classes, tness,aquatics,
camp, after-school activities,
cultural programs, event
rentals, and more.
www.apjcc.org

If you would like to advertise in
Temple Emanu-El’s Connections
contact Oliver Housman at
oliver@templesanjose.org.
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7:30 PM

7:30 PM

9:00 AM Brotherhood
Meeting
11:00 AM Green Team
Meeting

10:30 AM Sisterhood
Meeting

Israeli Dancing

Israeli Dancing

7:00 PM Board of
Trustees
Meeting

6:00 PM Ritual
Committee
Meeting

AUGUST 2019

6:00 PM Neighborhood
Havdalah

6:30 PM Kabbalat
Shabbat Patio
Service

6:30 PM Kabbalat
Shabbat Patio
Service

6:30 PM Sisterhood
Game Night

6:30 PM Kabbalat
Shabbat Patio
Service

6:30 PM Kabbalat
Shabbat Patio
Service
7:30 PM Shabarbecue

6:30 PM Kabbalat
Shabbat Patio
Service

Connections
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Clergy____________________________________________________________
Dana Magat | Senior Rabbi – rabbimagat@templesanjose.org
Amanda Edmondson | Cantor – cantoramanda@templesanjose.org
Joseph Gitin, D.D. (z”l) | Rabbi Emeritus

Committee Chairs__________________________________________________
Bobi Levine/Rebecca Frederick | Havurot Coordinatorsr – havurah@templesanjose.org
Dan Lee | Membership Commitment – dues@templesanjose.org
Uri Gottfeld | Facilities – facilities@templesanjose.org
Jamie Gold | Marketing – marketing@templesanjose.org
Branden Frederick | Ritual – ritual@templesanjose.org
Robert Levy | Tikkun Olam – to@templesanjose.org
TBD | Membership – membership@templesanjose.org
TBD | Leadership Development – leadership@templesanjose.org
Mira Karp | Religious School – rscommittee@templesanjose.org
Fagie Rosen and Harriet Saltzman | Caring Committee – caring@templesanjose.org
TBD | Endowment Committee – endowment@templesanjose.org
Denise Moreno | Preschool Committee – pscommittee@templesanjose.org

General Fund
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Alvin Ravel Garden Fund
Beverly Jordan Temple Beautification Fund
Judith Jurman Omens Cemetery
Beautification Fund
Lou and Clara Juren Library Fund
Ralph Goldeen Library Fund
Endowment Fund

Religious Funds
Harold Cahn Prayerbook Fund
Kenneth Gordon Children’s Prayerbook Fund
Susanne & Maurice Tucker High Holy Days
Music Fund
Ida F. Kragen Consecration and Caring Fund

Youth Funds

Staff_____________________________________________________________
Stephanie Pollock | Executive Director – stephanie@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 ext. 233
Barbara Smead | Director, Early Childhood Education – barbara@templesanjose.org | 408-293-8660 | #434404443
Phil Hankin | Director of Education – phil@templesanjose.org | 408-292-3223
Shantha Smith | Bookkeeper – shantha@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 x235
Iris Bendahan | Administrative Assistant & Clergy Support – iris@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 x 231
Oliver Housman | Marketing & Communications Coordinator – oliver@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 x234
Cherie Ravel | Cemetery Administrator – cherie@templesanjose.org | 408-674-5867

Board of Trustees__________________________________________________
Deborah Zimmer | President – president@templesanjose.org
Eric Snider | Secretary – secretary@templesanjose.org
Jamie Gold | VP Membership – vpmembership@templesanjose.org
Larry Fox | VP Development – vpdevelopment@templesanjose.org
David Heiman | Treasurer – treasurer@templesanjose.org
Ilene Tucker | VP Administration – vpadmin@templesanjose.org
Sherri Wiesner | VP Education and Youth – vprey@templesanjose.org
Andrew Weinberg | Immediate Past President
Steve Krandel
Branden Frederick
Jessica Blitchok
Shirley Lee
Kim Jackman
Christina Blue
Denise Moreno
Mira Karp
Dr. Nathaniel Cohen

Award/Operating and Tribute Funds

Religious School Fund
Religious School Enrichment Fund
Betty Rinsler Religious School
Endowment Fund
Weintraub Religious School Scholarship Fund
Youth Enrichment Fund
Leonard and Bernice Gaon Campership Fund
Michael Elman Campership Fund
Milton Fox Campership Fund
Phyllis Matzner Campership Fund
Israel Scholarship Fund
Susanne C. Blickman Arts and Crafts Fund
Sid Rosenberg Religious School Senior Trip
Fund

Cultural Funds
Choir Fund
Phyllis Omel Junior Choir Fund
Bertram Berns Music Fund
Shank-Rockman Family Sound System Fund
Scholar in Residence Fund

Community Funds
Fagie Rosen
Richard Rusnak
Steve Wernick

Auxiliaries________________________________________________________
Shannon Brown | Brotherhood President – brotherhood@templesanjose.org
Beverly Mendel | Sisterhood President – sisterhood@templesanjose.org
Samuel Messinger | EESY President – youthgroup@templesanjose.org
CONNECTIONS is published 10 times a year by Temple Emanu-El, 1010 University Ave., San Jose, CA 95126.
Making a contribution to one of Temple Emanu-El’s many funds is a wonderful way to
honor your friends and family. You may make contributions in honor of a birth, a birthday,
brit milah, baby naming, Bar/Bat Mitzvah, confirmation, graduation, engagement,
wedding, anniversary, promotion, new home, special occasion or just because. You may
also make contributions for get-well wishes, condolences, remembrances and yahrzeits.

Accompaniment Fund
Facilities for the Aged Fund (Chai House)
JoAnne Salman-Tehrani Homeless Fund

Other Tribute Opportunities
$36 - Prayerbook Tribute
$218/$500/$750 - Tree of Life
Leaf/small/large rock
$500 - Sanctuary Chair Plaque
$750 - Memorial Plaque (in sanctuary foyer)

Opportunities in
Levin Learning Center
$5,000 - Stair Plaque
$10,000 - Library Column Dedication
$25,000 - Room Dedication

Contact the Admin team for
additional opportunities.

