
 February Service 
Schedule
Friday, February 2

7:00 PM Erev Shabbat Family  Service  
 with the MazelTones

Saturday, February 3

6:00 PM Winter Neighborhood  
 Havdalah

Friday, February 9

5:45 PM Camp Style Shabbat Service

Saturday, February 10

9:00 AM Baby Shabbat

Friday, February 16

6:00 PM Tot Shabbat with Catered  
 Dinner

7:00 PM Erev Scout Shabbat Service

Monday, February 19

Temple and Preschool Offices Closed

Friday, February 23

6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat Service -  
 Brotherhood Shabbat

1010 University Ave., San Jose, CA 95126 

408-292-0939 

www.templesanjose.org

facebook.com/templesanjose 

twitter.com/templesanjose 

admin@templesanjose.org

1ST ANNUAL
Machaneh Emanu-El – 

Congregational Camp Retreat

Does Shabbat know the way to  
San Jose?

Connections
Temple Emanu-El

Sh’vat-Adar, 5778 • V. 82 No. 4 February 2018

See page 3 for 
additional information

Save the Date 
Temple Emanu-El’s Second Night Seder  

is on Saturday, March 31 at 5:00 PM
Online Registration Coming Soon!
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Resolutions and …Reality 

I hope everyone had a good 
Hanukah and (secular) New Year 
and we’re all back to business as 
usual. How are you making out 
with your New Year’s resolutions 
–  all still on track??? 

Have you ever pondered the 
very unusual situation Jews are in 
relative to New Year obligations? 

Think about it for a moment: each year we actually have two 
New Years, usually within three months of each other. Does 
that mean two sets of resolutions? During the High Holy 
Days, our rabbi(s) typically urge/remind us to reflect on our 
community/world and take stock. How have we interacted 
with others, do we have specifics to atone for, have we 
made a positive impact on the world around us, etc. This 
is the time for the big picture resolutions – we walk out of 
services on Yom Kippur day, full of resolve (and probably 
a little hungry – that helps focus the process I think) with a 
positive game plan for the coming year. But then, just three 
months later, another New Year is upon us with its (not so 
subtle) implication that we should be thinking about more, 
or other resolutions for the coming 12 months. Seems a bit 
unfair, no?? Like double dipping on resolution guilt? 

When I first thought about this years ago, my opinion was: 
“… hey, I just settled on Yom Kippur objectives – now I have 
to make a fresh set?” Sure, maybe I could just adopt the 
same resolutions on January 1 that I did back on YK, but I 
could almost hear my mother saying “…is that the best you 
can do????” So to resolve the conflict, I’ve separated the 
two New Years as follows: I’ll keep High Holy Days for that 
big picture stuff about the world and my fellow man and let 
January 1 be only about me. 

And over the last few years it’s worked out pretty well. 
I’ve come to realize that just being part of a temple 
congregation really helps me address the YK direction thing 
– the Temple, and everything that goes on in and around 
it, is geared toward improving the community and healing 
the world. We all float in and out of volunteering for big 
and small roles, short and long projects, etc... and through 
each Temple experience we make a difference, and get 
some personal satisfaction too. And in those periods where 
perhaps we take a break, just keeping connected as a 
member still helps the Temple continue to be here as the 
foundation for these big picture objectives. It’s good all 
around

These thoughts came back to me this past December as 
our congregation participated in the Village House Project, 

a major commitment as we housed and fed a dozen-plus 
formerly homeless women in our facility for an entire month. 
There it was, plain as day – the Temple as a foundation 
had helped us all fulfill a basic Yom Kippur-style resolution. 
In our way, for a short time, we had healed a part of the 
world. No matter how any of us participated, the most basic 
element that allowed this work to be done was theTemple 
being here and open. The effort was a stretch for us but 
worth it towards staying relevant and supportive for the 
community. Many thanks to all who participated in every 
way and especially to Jan Phinick who selflessly assumed a 
leadership role and made it a success.

Getting back to resolutions, you’re probably wondering 
how I did on the “me-only” side of things. Well, my personal 
resolutions this year were to eat better and exercise more – 
pretty basic stuff. And just now thinking about it, those were 
also my personal resolutions for the last 4 years – uh, oh…. 
Well, at least Rabbi is probably happy with how I did on my 
Yom Kippur side. Yes, I want fries with that…

Andrew Weinberg

From the President
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We would like to introduce the newest 
member of our family, Evelyn Mae 
Edmondson!

She was born on December 27, 2017 
at 4:18 PM, weighing in at 6 pounds 4 
ounces, and 20 inches long.

Cantor Amanda Edmondson

Save the Date:
On Friday, March 9 during the  
7:00 PM Shabbat Service, we will 

celebrate the baby naming of Evelyn Mae Edmondson. 
Please join us as Cantor Amanda and Ted introduce their 
newest family member to the Temple Emanu-El community.

Cantor Notes

WHEN: 
Friday, February 9 to  

Saturday February 10, 2018

WHERE: 
Temple Emanu-El

WHO: 
All congregants of  
Temple Emanu-El 

(programs and supervision will be  
provided for children of all ages)

R.S.V.P. and pay by: February 4, 2018

Join with other Temple Emanu-El 
members, Rabbi Magat, and Director 
of Education, Phil Hankin, at TEE for 
a camp Shabbat experience of fun 
and learning. Come sing, dance, 
study, create, relax, and celebrate 
Shabbat in a peaceful and enriching 
environment, as we bring a Camp 
Newman Shabbat experience to TEE. 
We will have a staff of counselors 
and resource people to help lead the 
various weekend activities. Joining us 
this year will be special guest Artists-
in-Residence, Isaac Brynjegard-Bialik 
(paper-cutting art specialist: http://
www.nicejewishartist.com/ ) and 
his wife, Rabbi Shawna Brynjegard-
Bialik. They will be guiding us 

in the creation of both personal 
papercutting projects, as well as a 
joint congregational project. Temple 
Emanu-El’s Director of Education, 
Phil Hankin, and his staff will oversee 
the programming and supervision 
for the children both during the day 
and the evening. The registration fee 
includes all meals (Friday Shabbat 
dinner through Saturday lunch), 
activities, materials, and a Friday night 
overnight experience for children and 
teens (minimum age 2nd grade). This 
inaugural retreat is sure to provide 
a wonderful experience for all who 
attend. Do not miss out. Register 
today! Space is limited! 

Phil Hankin

1ST ANNUAL
Machaneh Emanu-El –  

Congregational Camp Retreat
Does Shabbat know the way to  

San Jose?
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1. Please introduce yourself and your family. How long 
have you been members at TEE?

I’m Ilene Tucker. My husband David and I, and our 
children Rachael (17) and Josh (13) have been involved 
with Temple Emanu-El since 2002 when our daughter 
started at the preschool.  Through the years we’ve 
met so many wonderful families and have made TEE a 
home away from home for our kids. From pre-school to 
religious school, through both of their B’nai Mitzvah and 
now into their teen years with EESY and Beit No’ar. We 
hope TEE continues to be an important part of our lives. 

2. Which matching company do you work for and what do 
you do there?

I work for Apple in the Retail Marketing organization 
where my team develops and leads our seasonal 
marketing campaigns for our stores and online websites 
across the globe. 

3. When did you start submitting for corporate matching of 
TEE contributions?

I’ve been fortunate enough to work for companies who 
offer corporate matching for many years. Prior to my 
time at Apple, I worked for Yahoo!, who was also very 
generous in this area. As soon as TEE set-up their ability 
to accept corporate matching, I was all in!  What better 
way to support a community so integral to our family.

4. Please describe the process of submitting for matching 
contributions. What platform do you use, is TEE a 
pre-approved recipient, and what’s the process for 
submitting requests?

The process is pretty easy. Apple works with Benevity as 
their corporate matching platform - it’s all online, making 
it pretty straightforward.  TEE is a pre-approved recipient 
on Benevity, so I just have to search for TEE, enter a few 
pieces of information, like when the donation was made 

and how much was given and then attach a statement 
showing my donation amount and date.  From there, 
Benevity takes care of the rest.

5. Do you submit donations only, or also dues? Can you 
submit for matching related to volunteer hours?

Apple is very generous in their corporate matching, 
matching both cash donations and volunteer hours - 
so I will typically match against our donations, dues, 
and even volunteer time (like my board meeting or 
committee meeting commitments.) Every company has 
different policies and maximum matching amounts, 
but I try to maximize what I can for TEE amongst our 
donations to other organizations as well.

6. What inspires you to contribute to TEE? 

We’re inspired to contribute to TEE because this 
amazing place has become a home away from home 
for our family through the years. It’s a place our children 
are comfortable to be themselves and explore their 
Judaism. Perhaps most importantly, it’s a community that 
reinforces the core values of living a meaningful life with 
integrity and empathy that David and I are hoping to 
instill in our children.  

7. What inspires you to submit for matching?

All of the above!

If you have questions about matching, please contact 
Stephanie Pollack at stephanie@templesanjose.org .

Dana Brody-Brown

Matching
Last year (FY 2016-17), Temple Emanu-El received over $20,000 in corporate matching funds- matching donations, dues, 
and in some cases, volunteer hours of their employees who are Temple Emanu-El donors.  Applying for matching funds is 
an easy way to increase the size of your annual giving to Temple Emanu-El. Ilene Tucker is one of our “model matchers.” 
Read the following interview to learn more about her experience with matching.

Save the Date 
EESY Shul-In and Casino 

Night on March 10!

Save the Date 
Scout Shabbat

We are pleased to announce the date for Scout 
Shabbat in 2018. Temple Emanu-El’s connection 

with the Scouting movement remains strong, 
and once a year, Scouts from the Congregation 

and around the South Bay are invited to attend a 
Shabbat service, coming in uniform.

Please join us on Friday, February 16 at 7:00 PM  
as we welcome the Sabbath with our Scouts.
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This D’var Torah was given by Jamie Gold at the Temple Emanu-El Board 
of Trustees meeting on Tuesday, January 9, 2018.

Shemot: Exodus 1:1 - 6:1 for the week of 
January 6, 2018

Our secular new year begins with the start of the Book of 
Exodus. Parashat Shemot retells one of the most important 
narratives in Jewish history—the beginning of the Jews 
Exodus from Egypt. And to those of us who relate better 
to Jewish history through Hollywood’s interpretation, this 
portion is where baby Charlton Heston, I mean baby Moses, 
floats down the Nile until Pharaoh’s daughter finds him and 
raises him as an Egyptian prince. 

We also have some phenomena like a burning bush, a staff 
turning into a serpent, and water turning into blood are all 
introduced in this Parashat. God speaking to Moses on Mt. 
Sinai and telling him to Let My People Go and deliver the 
Jews to the land of milk and honey is truly what movies are 
made of!

On a more serious note, this transitional Parashat takes us 
from addressing individuals, to the concept of community 
and all the people—the communal approach to overcoming 
challenges that Jews faced.

As Moses was growing up, he saw the hardships and 
suffering that his people were experiencing serving under 
Pharaoh, and it really bothered him. Moses always stuck up 
for his people and those being unjustly treated—he was a 
person who wasn’t afraid to stand up for what is right. And 
he didn’t just express his opinion, he took corrective action. 
He saw an Egyptian beating a Jew. He was so angry that he 
killed the Egyptian. Moses mediated a quarrel between two 
Israelites. Afterwards, in fear of being caught, he escaped 
into Midian, and as a shepherd, he defended the daughters 
of Jethro from unfriendly shepherds.

Maybe that is why God chose Moses and revealed Himself 
to Moses in the burning bush. After those many years of 
leadership in the making and standing up to injustice, the 
stage was set for Moses to redeem God’s people who had 
been suffering at the hands of the Egyptians and rescue 
them from Egypt. Showing compassion, thinking of others, 
living by values, overcoming limitations, doing the right 
thing—God saw Moses’ true abilities.

Moses at first refused this responsibility when asked to free 
God’s People. Moses humbly, but unsuccessfully pleaded 
with God to send another person as messenger, as Moses 
was not a strong orator due to a speech impediment. He 
finally agreed to go speak to Pharaoh, with his brother 
Aaron, who became his spokesman. God encouraged 
Moses, and helped him to see his true abilities. Through 
their joint efforts, Moses and Aaron stood up to Pharaoh and 
this was the beginning of the path of the Jews’ liberation 

from Egypt. He learned, that with God’s help, he could “go 
beyond,” and accomplish things he never thought he could. 
Moses discovered his hidden potential and changed the 
course of human history.

These are some of the more important themes for me, 
and how I see it relating to us, as Board members—the 
shepherds of our congregation. When we’re asked to do 
something significant and meaningful for our organization, 
or any organization for that matter, that might be a little hard 
or overwhelming, or let our fears and feelings of not being 
good enough stand in the way, we hesitate, second guess 
ourselves, and first, usually, say no. But, like Moses, we’re 
asked for a reason, our value to do the job, a potential that 
someone sees in us, overcoming the feelings that might 
hold us back, and we learn how to see our true abilities and 
accomplish what we never thought we could—to guide our 
congregation in the right direction. We know that we have a 
lot of support and encouragement available to do that job in 
our community.

That is our obligation. That is our mitzvah.
Jamie Gold 

My Take on Torah
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Thank you to everyone who made this possible
Dear Members and Friends of Temple Emanu-El,

We Did It! Thanks to you, not only did we reach our annual campaign goal of $75,000, we surpassed it and 
raised an amazing $82,413! Thank you!

Each year on Rosh Hashanah we begin our Annual Campaign, an essential fundraising effort to help the Temple meet the needs 
of our members. This year stands out as an overwhelming show of love, commitment, and confidence in our Temple community: 
our Annual Campaign reached the unprecedented level of over $82,413 from an astounding 177 different contributions. This 
truly is an exceptional achievement, and on behalf of Temple staff and leadership, we offer the deepest and most humble thanks 
to those who participated. Your contributions, big and small, make a huge difference to our Temple community.

Manfred Ascher and  
Gloria Melmon Ascher

Edward Balaban and Leticia Vasquez
Larry and Deanne Ball
Sharon Barowsky
Morton and Barbara Berlant
Bertram and Barbara Berns
Dr. Allan and Judith Bernstein
Margie Blickman
Sean and Jessica Blitchok
Dr. Jeff and Christina Blue
Jacob and Pauline Braunstein
Shannon Brown and  

Dana Brody-Brown
Dr. David and Susana Cahn
Dr. Edward and Marjorie Cahn
Mark and Gail Cahn
Dr. Michael and Ruth Cahn
Robert and Maggie Cant
Daniel and Connie Carr
Steve A. and Rhea Carter
Jack and Lynda Chase
Larry and Kim Cherniss
Eldon and Nancy Cherniss
Simon Cintz and Melissa Aronoff
Dr. Barry and Mary Cohen
Vivian Cohen
Doris Davis
Lucy Delman
Norman and Genevieve Dishotsky
Matthew Dworkin
Chris and Michele Eaton
Andrew and Catherine Edwards
Neal Eisenberg
Denise Elbert
Ken and Teri Epsman
Burton and Sandy Epstein
Fabio Marino and  

Robin Feinman-Marino
Dr. Clayton and Sandra Feldman
Marilyn Feldman
Anita Fenner
Brian and Karen Fox
Eric and Polly Fox
Larry and Audrey Fox

Marvin and Joan Fox
Robert and Ruth Fox
George and Roberta Frank
Branden and Rebecca Frederick
Bruce Frederick
Joseph and Michelle Gabriel
Gerald Gassman and  

Dr. Suzanne Boxer-Gassman
Sherman and Marsha Geeser
Joel and Marci Gerston
Larry and Elisa Gerston
Jeffrey and Lori Ghan
Ken and Jamie Gold
David Goldberg
Margie Goodman
Uri and Judith Gottfeld
Herm and Beryl Greenberg
Stephen and Arlene Greenberg
Enrique and Molly Guadiamos
Ryan Alpers and Julia Halprin Jackson
Philip and Susan Hammer
Robert and Rhonda Hansen
David and Cheryl Heiman
Dr. Robert and Jo Anne Hersch
Diane Hirshon
Kenneth and Carol Hoffman
Jeff and Pamela Hoffman
Helen Ibsen
Steve and Kim Jackman
Ina Jacobson
Irwin and Laura Jacobson
David and Jyl Jurman
Rubin and Arlene Jurman
Todd Kalbfeld and Michelle Selber
Berry and Teri Kane
Lorie Kaplan
Brian and Mira Karp
Sylvia Karp
Deborah Katzman
Steven Keller and Michelle Tidwell
Douglas and Edith Pollock Kerr
Dr. Dan Eisenberg and Dr. Jinah Kim
Steven Krandel
Marcy Kulakow
Benjamin Kuryk and Rachel Goldstein

Michelle Kusanovich
Edgardo and Andrea Laber
Steve and Annette Ladowitz
Daniel and Shirley Lee
Morton and Marilyn Leiter
Suzanne Rochette Lerner
Raymond and Bobi Levine
Jerry and Dr. Ilene Levine
Robert and Judy Levy
Byron Lilly and Nancy Weintraub
Corinne Lipman
Keith and Michelle Lissak
Abe Livchitz
Rita Loren
Michal Lubin
Ilana Lutz
Rabbi Dana and Cheriel Magat
Mac and Leann Cherkasky Makhni
Nancy Markham
Steve and Lois Matusow
William and Anita Medeiros
Eric Medeiros
Jonathon and Alissa Meltzer
Joyce Mendel
Craig Mermel and Lauren Nagel
David Messinger
Grant and Deborah Michels
Michael and Monique Migdol
David and Linda Mighdoll
Adan and Denise Moreno
John and Yvonne Nemec
Robert and Margaret Newman
Donna Padnos
Marc Pawliger and Helen Cha
Melenie Pearson
Natalie and Gregory Plummer
Oliver Pohland and Elena Klaw
Douglas and Willma Polgar
Sheri Prizant
David Reiser
Ethel Ress
Gordon Robinson and Laura Danoff
Wayne and Iva Rose
Fagie Rosen
Dr. Lawrence and Ruth Ross

Michael Rubenstein
Lori Rush
Richard and Eleanor Rusnak
Harriet Saltzman
Judith Sapper
Mitzi Sapper
Russell and Maureen Schneider
Gordon and Pearl Schneiderman
Jane Schwartz
JoAnn Shank
Joseph Shank
Sally Siegel
Manfred and Virginia Siegler
Hugh Silin
Scott Silverstein
Richard Singer and Thao Nguyen
Norma Slavit
Eric and Kelly Snider
Joanna Snyder
Dr. Richard L. Sogg
Leslie Solomon
Sybil Sommer
Mike Sprintz
Zach and Jenna Szereszewski
Mark and Lynette Tannen
Cecily Burke and David Taussig
David and Ilene Tucker
Daniel and Julie Turchin
Greg Turetzky
Roy and Rachelle Vogler
Brad Wall and Ginny Hoffman
Donald and Debra Wanamaker
Gregory Wardle
Henry and Debra Watkins
Andrew Weinberg and Lynn Offenhartz
Judee Weinstein
Alan Weissberger
Steve and Jill Wernick
David and Sherri Wiesner
Kimberly Williams
William and Janet Wood
Bill and Virginia Yanowsky
Sabine Zappe and Loui Tucker
Deborah Zimmer and Elizabeth Shivell



What am I? Hopefully you answered the Jewish holiday of 
Purim. If so, you won a lifetime supply of hamentaschen 
from Costco. What significance does this holiday hold on 
the Jewish calendar? Purim is one of the most joyous and 
fun holidays as it commemorates a time when the Jewish 
people living in Persia were saved from extermination. 
But why all the revelry and hoopla? Because we are 

commanded to “eat, drink, and be merry”. We are 
commanded to boo and hiss and attempt to blot out the 
name of Haman at his very mention during the public 
reading of the Scroll of Esther. And according to the 
Talmud, we are required to drink until we cannot tell the 
difference between “cursed be Haman” and “blessed be 
Mordecai” (though opinions differ as to exactly how drunk 
that is). When else can you come to Temple drunk and be 
loud and obnoxious and dress up in costume? I love this 
holiday because of its irreverent nature. The High Holidays 
are solemn and reflective, Passover has its dietary 
restrictions, and Sukkot makes us eat and sleep outside 
for a week. But on Adar 14 we party in the streets like it’s 
Mardi Gras.

For all the joy on this holiday, Jewish custom tells us 
that we cannot fully enjoy the day without remembering 
those less fortunate than ourselves. Therefore, we are 
commanded to send out gifts of food or drink, and to make 
gifts to charity. The sending of gifts of food and drink is 
referred to as Mishloach Manot (lit. sending out portions). 
It is always the balance that we Jews 
keep in order to make the world a 
better place.

Finally, it is also customary to hold 
carnival-like celebrations on Purim, 
to perform plays and parodies, and 
to hold beauty contests. To this end, 
Temple Emanu-El will be holding its 
annual Purim festivities, beginning 
on Wednesday evening, February 
28, when the Rabbi will be holding 
his adult intensive study session and 
Megillah Reading at 7:00 PM. Prior to this is our Annual 
Purim Spiel and Carnival on Sunday morning February 25, 
at 11:00 AM (There is still class from 10:00 AM-11:00 AM). 

Bottom line is Purim week is coming and you should be 
ready to “eat, drink, and be merry”, and to dress up as your 
favorite Purim character.

Chag Purim Sameach!!
Phil Hankin
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Here are clues to the following riddle:

Significance: Remembers the defeat of a plot to exterminate the Jews

Observances: Public reading of a book of while “blotting out” the villain’s name

Length: 1 day

Customs: Costume parties; drinking; eating fruit-filled triangular cookies

Religious School

Sponsor an Oneg
Special Occasions: Birthdays, Anniversaries, Graduations

Memorials: In memory of a loved one’s Yahrzeit 

There are two ways to sponsor: 
Bring 3 platters of food OR donate, and food platters will be prepared 
on your behalf.

Sign up by contacting admin@templesanjose.org.

Oneg Sponsors

December 1, 2017 | The Nussbaum family in honor of Jared’s Bar 
Mitzvah; Families of the 3rd and 6th grade classes in honor of 
their participation in tonight’s service

December 8, 2017 | Temple Emanu-El

December 15, 2017 | Temple Emanu-El

December 22, 2017 | Temple Emanu-El

December 29, 2017 | Temple Emanu-El

January 5, 2018 | EESY in honor of their participation in tonight’s 
service, The Timpson Family in memory of Ron Timpson, The 
Cherkasky Makhni Family in honor of EESY Shabbat and Devin 
Makhni

January 12, 2018 | The Cherkasky Makhni Family in memory 
of Milton Cherkasky, The Frederick Family in memory of Toni 
Collinson

January 19, 2018 | John and Yvonne Nemec in memory of John 
Lukes

January 26, 2018 | Judy Sapper in honor of Mitzi Sapper’s Birthday 
and in memory of Gerald Sapper (3 platters)



Connections

8

!S�UIJ.-�11. 
�r,otherh.oq� 

s 
E 
R 
V 
I 
C 
E 

SUPPORT 

s 
C 
H 
0 
0 
L 
s 

Temple Emanu-EI 
San Jose 

Brotherhood 
Application for Membership 

Men of Temple Emanu-EI are making a difference for our community, youth and ourselves. 
Our Brotherhood is more than a social club. Through Brotherhood, men find inspiration by 
participating and being involved in our local Temple community and engaging in social issues and 
concerns. We improve the lives of our members, our families, our congregation and our 
community, and provide a gateway through which young men become active in Temple life. 
We make a difference by providing educational, cultural, and religious programs, supporting 
Youth group and religious school activities, coordinating social action and religious activities, and 
sponsoring social events where men can come together for camaraderie and support. 
Below is our membership application. Remember the words of Hillel, "If I am not for myself, who 
will be for me? Yet if I am for myself only, what am I? If not now, when?" 

Please fill out the form below and return it with your dues or 
visit www.templesanjose.org/brotherhood to join online. 

Mail to: 
Temple Emanu-EI* 
1010 University Avenue 
San Jose, CA 95126 

Dues Level (Please check one) 

D $36 - Basic Triple Chai 
D $54 - Macher 
D $108 - Mitzvah Maven 

*Please make check payable to
Temple Emanu-EI with
"Brotherhood Dues" in the memo
line

David Messinger, Membership 
b rotherhood@tem plesa n jose. o rg 

Name: ------------------
Address: ________________ _ 

E-mail: ------------------
Home Phone: ---------------
Cell Phone: ----------------

Save the Date:
Brotherhood’s Annual Paid-Up Membership Dinner 

is on Saturday, March 3 at 6:00 PM. 
It is free to members and a significant other. You can 

join at the door and enjoy a great evening.  
It’s never too late to join Brotherhood!

Brotherhood
It’s February, Tu BiShvat is done and Purim is coming soon. 
Tu BiShvat, the New Year for Trees, is an exceptional holiday 
and a great time to think about trees and the environment. 
Emanu El Brotherhood supports the opportunity to do your 
part for the environment at this time of the year through the 
Green Team led by Bob Levy.

Now comes Purim when we read the Book of Esther, wear 
costumes, eat triangular cookies and other treats, and 
use noisemakers. I understand that Purim in Israel is a big 
deal. I’ve seen the costumes and heard about the parties 
in Tel Aviv. Events at Temple Emanu-El reflect that joyous 
celebration with our own Purim festivities. Brotherhood 
is involved and personally, I make an effort to honor the 
Hamantaschen tradition.

Last month we also provided help with sandwich making – a 
community service activity staffed by the religious school.

Next month we will have the Brotherhood Paid-Up Member 
Dinner. This event confuses me a little but is a really 
important occasion for the organization. Think about how 

much it costs to pay for dinner (don’t forget the wine) and 
then how little it costs to join Brotherhood. How does that 
math work? Anyway, we always have a good time. If you are 
NOT a member, and I know there are many of you out there 
because I send out the emails now, why wouldn’t you join 
just for the paid up dinner? There is a minimal cost if you 
wish to bring your significant other. 

Come join us. Hamantaschen, bagels, whatever. Come see 
what you can add to Brotherhood and our community.

Steve Wernick

Erev Purim Experience and 

Megillah Reading  
Wednesday, February 28 at 6:00 PM 

1010 University Ave. San Jose 

Enjoy a really big (and we mean HUGE), very intense, and super 
deep study session for adults only with Rabbi Dana Magat.  

A Megillah reading will happen, so be prepared to cheer, boo, 
and have fun!  Costumes are  encouraged!  Light snacks provided. 

Bring your own wine and snacks to share if you wish! 

RSVP to admin@templesanjose.org. 



Our Big Mitzvah 
Thank you for all your love and support
It’s been an honor to be a part of the Village House 
Women’s Shelter at Temple Emanu-El. Those four weeks 
in December taught me a lot about our congregation’s 
capacity to give and engage with open arms. It’s hard 
to express in words the gratitude I feel for my core and 
dedicated supporters. After so many sleepless nights, not 
knowing if we were going to make it past the first week, 
it was truly a gift to have someone step in to co-lead this 
effort. That person knows who they are and I owe my 
sanity to them. My core teams of supporters were vital in 
keeping the meals, warming center, and logistics events 
moving along and I am grateful for their dedication. 

There were so many more families and individuals 
that came back to volunteer a second and third time, 
including getting up at 4:30 AM to serve breakfast with 
a smile. They made meals, dropped off frozen food, 
or stopped in for dinner to offer a little comfort: a well-
appreciated gesture for the ladies we housed who were 
missing their families. Dedicated volunteers helped with 
the laundry, coordinated moving cots from the Temple 
House to the BFR, and many spent time with the ladies at 
the warming center down the street at Holy Redeemer. 
There were several people who were extraordinary, too, 
volunteering for the overnight shifts, or just filling in when 
needed on an on-call basis. 

 I want to thank all of the Temple volunteers and 
everyone from the outside community that helped out 
at our Temple to offer a home for the women guests of 
Village House. And, even though I don’t know their name, 
I know there is someone out there with a huge heart 
who gave a generous financial donation to the Temple 
in support of this project. I know now, we would not have 
been able to manage this effort without those funds and 
I thank them on behalf of those grateful ladies that made 
our Temple their home for a month.

Thank You, Janet Phinick | Sisterhood President

February Events
Sisterhood Board Meeting 

Sunday, February 4, 10:30 AM; Youth Lounge

Tot Shabbat
Friday, February 16,  
Service 6:00 PM; Catered Dinner 6:30 PM

Hamantaschen Baking with Beit No’ar
Wednesday, February 14

Hamantaschen Baking
Sisterhood & Religious School Families 
Thursday, February 22, 6:00 – 9:00 PM

Purim Carnival and Hamantaschen Sale
Sunday February 25, 11:00 PM
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Sisterhood

Preschool
The wonderful world of preschool is never boring 
at TEPS!! In addition to our normal preschool 
curriculum we also try to incorporate family events 

where together we are able to give 
back to the community. This year 
we welcomed 2018 with a special 
Pajama and Story Time event on our 
first day back.  The kids followed the 
bear tracks into an event which mixed 
a special story with a message of 
friendship, a yummy dinner, super fun 
dance party and the opportunity to 
donate jammies to kids who perhaps 
do not have their very own. That night 
we collected 98 pairs of pajamas and 
everyone had so much fun.  From 
family events to potty training our world is very full.   If interested in 
joining our family, please visit our Open House on February 6th!!

Barbara Smead | Barbara@templesanjose.org

TEMPLE EMANU-EL 

PRESCHOOL INVITES YOU TO: 

Tuesday, February 6, 2018 
5:00-7:00 PM 

1010 University Avenue 

This is a fun night for families interested in our 
program to come and check us out.   

Our program accepts children ages 2-6. 

We will have activities for the kids in each  
classroom, the entire staff will be present to 
answer any questions and the playground

will be available for tours.  

For more information, contact Barbara Smead, 
Barbara@templesanjose.org.

Preschool License #: 434404443  
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February is the month of love! Want 
to make our hearts happy? Start thinking 
of us anytime you use Amazon.

It may be time to replace some school 
or office supplies, buy a birthday gift, or 
any of the other hundreds of reasons 
you have to shop on Amazon!

AmazonSmile is a website operated by 
Amazon that lets customers enjoy the 
same wide selection 
of products, low 
prices, and convenient 
shopping features as 
on Amazon.com. The 
difference is that when 
customers shop on 
AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com), the 
AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 
0.5% of the price of eligible purchases 
to the charitable organizations selected 
by customers.

Be sure to use smile.amazon.com from 
now on when using Amazon. Select 
Temple Emanu-El of San Jose as your 
charity of choice.

Thank you for your continued support of 
Temple Emanu-El! Through November 
our 56 active supporters have earned 
for us $434. eScrip has drastically 
changed their operations, and many 
former merchants have opted out of 
eScrip. We are not earning any where 
near what we have in the past. If you 
are not already a registered eScrip 
supporter, go to www.escrip.com and 
follow the prompts. If Temple’s ID# is 
necessary, it’s 136985180. Our zip code 
is 95126.

Lorie Kaplan, eScrip coordinator 
408.267.4563

We are on 
AmazonSmile!

6th annual L&L, and 6th night of Chanukah - with 200 people in 
attendance.  Thank you to all of those who attended, our fundraiser 
was another huge success as we raised over $8300.00.  

We want to thank everyone who contributed and attended.  Fantastic 
comedians - Jeff Applebaum, thank you for lining them up.  The 
Temple House was filled with continuous laughter...  provided by: Jeff 
Applebaum,  Ben Feldman, and Kira Soltanovich.

Latke dinner provided by our amazing Brotherhood and Siena Bistro/
(thanks David Wiesner), with the latkes donated by JW Catering (thanks 
Jeff Weinberg).   A special thank you to Dan Winter who coordinated all 
of the latke frying and fantastic food - you make it look effortless!!

Huge kudos to our awesome L&L committee for 2017:  Jessica  
Blitchok, Jenny Wagner,  Deborah Zimmer, Liz Shivell.  Fabulous 
Cookie Mavens - Leslie Cragin, and Renee Jones.  Childcare - Robin 
Feinman-Marino and Conor Turetzky.  Programs and Photography - 
Chris Dedering and family.

Our fundraising chair, the best support ever, and has many Menorah 
too! Robin Feinman-Marino

Co-Chairs - Carol Hoffman and Stacey Dedering

Thank you to the office and staff for your ongoing support of this event.

Also Sisterhood for their sponsorship.

Who will Jeff Applebaum find for Latkes and Laughs - Chai version 
(2018) in early December?

Carol Hoffman

What an amazing Latkes and 
Laughs 6.0 for 2017



11

Connections

Those who have died recently

Coralie Leder, mother of David Leder

Caroline Sargent, friend of Dr. Richard Sogg

June Goings, mother of Irene Magat

Janet Berg, wife of David Berg

And those we have lost in years past

February 2 | Mike Arronson, Leonard Baker, 
George H. Barnett, Lettie Bergstrom, Harry 
Berman, Louis Berman, Ellen Bonnema, Hyman 
Cohen, Wolfgang Danziger, Ida Dishotsky, Mary 
Freiman, Stanley Goldman, Esther Kostant, 
Leo Lee, Dr. Benno Lowy, Beatrice May, Lucille 
Medeiros, Ida Nathan, Bud Prussel, Dr. Alexander 
Rogozen, Leon E. Sedler, Murray Segal, Elain 
Byer Sollod, Arthur Stein, Charlotte Stein, Beverly 
Strong, Al Winter, Frances Wolfson

February 9 | Belle Aronowitz, Charles Atlas, 
Rose Genkin, Ralph Gibson, Marcia Goldfarb, 
Mark Hammer, Hi-chan Katzman, Chris Koga, 
Sylvia Lane, Jerrold Levitt, Jeanette Lewon, 
Lawrence Lieberman, David Lipton, Julia 
Lukes, Thomas Mahoney, Hugo Matzner, Claire 
Messinger, Henrietta Mintzer, Morris Peckman, 
Morris Peckman, Dr. Sanford Pelz, Sarah Probst, 
Cora Ravizza, Herman Rodoff, Alba Rosario, 
Elaine Rubenstein, David Saxon, Belle Segal-
Katz, Harold Siegel, Julius Stein, Roslyn Suntop, 
Cynthia Swartz, Stanley Turnbull, Gloria Wall, 
Mayer Zeidenweber

February 16 | Larry Barko, Mollye Blumstein, 
Mae Brash, Yetta Broder, Robert Brody, Betty 
Burton, Daniel Cunningham, Sydney B. Davis, 
Jon Gassman, Sadye Gizang, Sylvia Goldberg, 
Helene Graff, Leon Grant, Irma Hartfield, Sophie 
Koppel, Robert Krandel, Violet Landers, Michael 
David Lotman, Albert Miller, Sam Mintzer, Irvin 
Rubenstein, Allan Weinstein, Aida Weissberger, 
Sofia Yampolsky, Cameron Zwern

February 23 | Joseph Berg, Irene Bernard, Cissi 
Carl, Sandy Davis, Florence Carol Gambord-
Avrech, Joseph Garshon, Irving Gendzel, Lucas 
Izquierdo, Abraham Katz, Herbert Lee, Martin 
Levitt, Sylvia Lurie, Gayle Lutvak, Joseph Lutvak, 
Mr. Harry Miller, Sarah Herd Miller, Marcia Morris, 
Sandra Plavin, Sandy Plavin, Howard Recht, Betty 
Rinsler, Isadore Rosenthal, Morris Saslaw, Stanley 
Schneider, Daviene Shklar, Mae Siegel, Rhea 
Wolff, Rose Zacker

We Remember A  Ritual Committee A
 This special edition, Connection readers and/ or their bird owners 
are getting a “twofer” (two holiday mentions in one!). Let me explain. 
At a recent Brotherhood meeting, in which normal “business” is often 
conducted tongue-in-cheek, a member not to be named (in this 
sentence) commented that our wonderful Temple newspaper had more 
of a utilitarian purpose such as lining bird cages, rather than readers 
waxing philosophical over its literary pontifications. I laughed out loud 
(don’t tell me it’s LOL!... I know!), but it still has stuck in my funny bone, 
so thanks Jeslie , Andrew W., Bob, H., and everyone for making our 
meetings full of bone ticklers. Oy Vey, I hope our bird subscribers don’t 
escape and fly over our coastline…. It would be a waste of baygulls! 
More significant than anything, it gives the birds a place to self-
deprecate. 

What was I supposed to write about? Oh yes. The Jewish New Year 
For Trees!! Tu B’ Shevat. The word Tu is the Hebrew number 15, and 
of course Shevat is the month which usually falls between January 
and February. Our wonderful tradition has us plant trees, give money 
to do the same, to eat a new fruit on this day, or to eat from the 
Shivat Haminim (Seven Spices) such as wheat, barley, grapes, figs, 
pomegranates, olives, and dates (honey). 

Interestingly (not to most of you), Tu B’Shevat is not mentioned in the 
Torah. Although it’s considered a minor holiday, we all know trees are 
vital to our survival and literally provide us with life. Not only do they 
give us oxygen, store carbon, and stabilize the soil, but they provide a 
habitat and food for birds ( just saying) and other animals. It’s no wonder 
the concrete jungle of New Delhi became the most polluted city on 
earth; you have to go on a safari just to find a tree! Tu’ B’Shevat begins 
Tuesday, January 30 in the evening and ends January 31. 

O.K. Now are ya’ll ready to party?!! (I have a right to say “ya’ll” ‘cause 
I live in San Jose, which is in the South Bay.) This is time for some fun 
because on the 14th of Adar, this is the most fun-filled, energized, 
Halloween-like celebration we all know as PURIM! Beginning 
Wednesday, February 28th and ending the evening of March 1st, the 
holiday focuses on four special mitzvahs in commemoration of our 
nation’s salvation from genocide over 2 thousand years ago. 

The first activity is to hear the Megillah, or the Book of Esther read on 
Purim eve and on Purim day. The second is Matanot LaEvyonim; to 
give to the less fortunate, in the form of food or money and similarly, 
the third mitzvah is sending ready-to-eat food/beverage gifts to 
friends (Mishloach Manot). Then, to cap it all off on Purim day, we’re 
encouraged to have a family feast including Jewish songs, words of 
Torah, adult libations, and laughs. 

 I must rave that our synagogue minhag is an awesome one if you’ve 
never experienced it before! Our Adult Purim Experience (this is an 
official Connection’s plug) is on Wednesday, February 28, and there 
will be Megillah readings, costumes, adult beverages, (and those other 
kinds) and high-energy fun all sponsored by the Ritual Committee. I 
remember attending last year’s party and I can only say, what happens 
on Erev Purim at Temple Emanu-El…stays at Temple Emanu-El.

L’Shalom, David Goldberg
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Betty Rinsler Religious School 
Endowment Fund
Morton and Barbara Berlant, in honor of 

David Reiser’s 90th Birthday

Gordon and Pearl Schneiderman, in memory 
of Nathan B. Taylor

Gordon and Pearl Schneiderman, in memory 
of Lily Shopkow

Gordon and Pearl Schneiderman, in memory 
of Arleen Taylor

Gordon and Pearl Schneiderman, in honor of 
David Reiser’s 90th Birthday

Campership Fund
Jacob and Pauline Braunstein, in memory of 

Daniel Lee

Helen Ibsen, in memory of Dr. Maxwell Ibsen

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Fagie Rosen, for Cantor Amanda and Ted, 

Mazel tov on the birth of baby Evelyn

Choir Fund
Abe Livchitz, in memory of Oda Livchitz

Endowment Fund
Jacob and Pauline Braunstein, in memory of 

Samuel Rubin

Robert and Ruth Fox, in honor of Joan and 
Marvin Fox 61st Wedding Anniversary

Facilities For Aged Fund
Harriet Siegel, in memory of Steve Siegel

General Fund
Bright Funds Foundation

Eric and Polly Fox

Larry and Elisa Gerston, in memory of  
Janet Berg

Dr. Gary Gold

Kenneth and Carol Hoffman, in memory of 
Eric and Nella Hoffman

Marc and Melissa Israel

Lorie Kaplan, in memory of Janet Berg

Steve and Annette Ladowitz

Raymond and Bobi Levine, in memory of 
Henry and Ruth Yaffee

Raymond and Bobi Levine, in memory of 
Janice Perlitch

Raymond and Bobi Levine, in memory of 
Judge Martin Rothesberg

Raymond and Bobi Levine, in honor of  
Shirley Lee’s Birthday

Maia and Nathan Perez

Fred and Corinne Ravel Retchin, in memory 
of William Marvin Ravel

Salesforce.org

Harriet Saltzman, in honor of Shirley Lee’s 
Birthday

Judith A Siegel, in honor of Shirley Lee’s  
75th Birthday

Henry and Debra Watkins

Harold Cahn Prayerbook Fund
Mitzi Sapper, in memory of Gerald Sapper

Israel Scholarship Fund
Fagie Rosen, in memory of Janet Berg

Fagie Rosen, in memory of Annie Cavallaro, 
daughter of Nesya Fishstrom

JoAnne Salman-Tehrani  
Homeless Fund
Mrs. Maxwell Bloom

Helen Ibsen

Temple Emanu-El Sisterhood, for the  
Village House shelter

Judith Jurman Omens Cemetery 
Beautification Fund
Rick and Sherry Graff, in memory of  

Helene Graff

Carol Laughlin, in memory of Esther Miller

Kenneth Gordon Children’s 
Prayerbook Fund
Chris and Michele Eaton, in memory of 

Kenneth Gordon

Joseph and Marcia Riggio, in memory of 
Kenneth Gordon

Milton Fox Campership Fund
George and Carol Hofheimer, in memory of 

Henry and Alberte Hofheimer

Mishkan HaNefesh
Joseph and Marcia Riggio

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Rosel Barowsky, in memory of 

Irving Barowsky

Dr. Allan & Judith Bernstein, in memory of 
Murray Bernstein

Dr. Allan & Judith Bernstein, in memory of 
Jean Bernstein

Solna Braude, in memory of Jack Braude, 
Sylvia Braude, and Laurence S. Braude

Aaron Argabright and Giulia Brighi Donato

Lorin Fink, in memory of Joseph and  
Selma Fink

Joseph and Michelle Gabriel, in memory of 
Janet Berg

Rick and Sherry Graff, in memory of  
Sylvia Saslaw

The Sidney Green family, in appreciation for 
the work and friendship of Rabbi Magat

Eugene and Marilyn Handloff, honoring 
Shirley Lee’s 75th Birthday

Eugene and Marilyn Handloff, for  
Dave Reiser’s 90th Birthday

Ilene Hollis, in honor of her mother  
Evelyn Weisberg’s 97th birthday

Rita Loren, in memory of Janet Berg

Rita Loren, in memory of Joe Loren

Paul and Janis Roth-Soto, in memory of 
Catherine Soto

Leonard and Deborah Schreibstein

Ralph Goldeen Library Fund
Deborah Katzman, in memory of  

Lawrence Brenner

Religious School Fund
Dr. Allan & Judith Bernstein, in honor of 

Shirley Lee’s birthday

Brian and Mira Karp

Jessica and Christopher Lee-Messer

John and Yvonne Nemec, in memory of  
John Lukes

Ethel Ress, in memory and appreciation of 
Ida Ress

Scholar in Residence Fund
Robert and Maggie Cant, in memory of 

Bernard Becker

Susan C. Blickman Arts and Crafts 
Fund
Margie Blickman, in honor of Shirley Lee’s 

75th birthday

Susanne and Maurice Tucker High 
Holy Day Music Fund
Jeffery and Carol Martin, in memory of 

Susanne and Maurice Tucker from  
Carol Tucker Martin

Weintraub Religious School 
Scholarship
Weintraub Charitable Foundation care of 

Laurel Hassid, in memory of Cecil and 
Nanette Weintraub

Thank You for Your Generous Contributions

 This list includes contributions made on or between 11/22/2017–01/18/2017.

If you would like to make a contribution, visit www.templesanjose.org



Gloria Melmon Ascher
Realtor
BRE#00613382

Cell 408.781.8624
Office	 408.741.1111	x604
Fax	 408.741.1199
gascher@apr.com

12772	Saratoga-Sunnyvale	Road
Suite	1000
Saratoga,	CA	95070
www.GloriaAscher.com

REALTORS

CCTO

www.cavetocellar.com

Order online 
today!

Cave to Cellar
French     Wines

Artisnal wines 
for every day,

Gifts,
Holidays!

Champagne • Rhone
Burgundy • Beaujolais

Jewish Family Services Home Care 

Competitive rates 
 

homecare@jfssv.org 
(408) 556-0600 

 

 Personal care 
Domestic duties 
Transportation 
Companionship 
Mobility 
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If you would like to advertise in Temple Emanu-El’s Connections
contact Megan Hendrickson at megan@templesanjose.org.
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Clergy____________________________________________________________
Dana Magat | Senior Rabbi – rabbimagat@templesanjose.org
Amanda Edmondson | Cantor – cantoramanda@templesanjose.org
Joseph Gitin, D.D. (z”l) | Rabbi Emeritus

Committee Chairs__________________________________________________
Bobi Levine | Havurah Coordinator – havurah@templesanjose.org
Dan Lee | Membership Commitment – dues@templesanjose.org
Uri Gottfeld | Facilities – facilities@templesanjose.org
Debbie Michels | Marketing – marketing@templesanjose.org
Maggie Cant | Ritual – ritual@templesanjose.org
Robert Levy | Tikkun Olam – to@templesanjose.org
Debbie Michels | Membership – membership@templesanjose.org
Enrique Guadiamos | Leadership Development – leadership@templesanjose.org
Kim Jackman | Religious School – rscommittee@templesanjose.org
Fagie Rosen and Harriet Saltzman | Caring Committee – caring@templesanjose.org
Robin Feinman-Marino | Fundraising Committee – fundraising@templesanjose.org
Joe Riggio | Endowment Committee – endowment@templesanjose.org
Denise Moreno | Preschool Committee – pscommittee@templesanjose.org

Staff_____________________________________________________________
Stephanie Pollock | Executive Director – stephanie@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 ext. 233
Barbara Smead | Director, Early Childhood Education – barbara@templesanjose.org | 408-293-8660 | #434404443
Phil Hankin | Director of Education – phil@templesanjose.org | 408-292-3223
Shantha Smith | Bookkeeper – shantha@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 x235
Megan Hendrickson | Marketing & Communications Coordinator– megan@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 ext. 234
Wayne Rose | Cemetery Administrator – cemetery@templesanjose.org | 408-266-4184

Board of Trustees__________________________________________________
Andrew Weinberg | President – president@templesanjose.org
Ilene Tucker | VP Administration – vpadmin@templesanjose.org
Debbie Michels | VP Membership – vpmembership@templesanjose.org
Alissa Meltzer | VP Education & Youth – vprey@templesanjose.org
Edgardo Laber | Secretary – secretary@templesanjose.org
David Heiman | Treasurer – treasurer@templesanjose.org

Auxiliaries________________________________________________________
Zach Szereszewski | Brotherhood President – brotherhood@templesanjose.org
Janet Phinick | Sisterhood President – sisterhood@templesanjose.org
Matthew Dworkin | EESY President – youthgroup@templesanjose.org

CONNECTIONS is published 10 times a year by Temple Emanu-El, 1010 University Ave., San Jose, CA 95126. 

Award/Operating and Tribute Funds
General Fund
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Alvin Ravel Garden Fund
Beverly Jordan Temple Beautification Fund
Judith Jurman Omens Cemetery 

Beautification Fund
Lou and Clara Juren Library Fund
Ralph Goldeen Library Fund
Endowment Fund

Religious Funds
Harold Cahn Prayerbook Fund
Kenneth Gordon Children’s Prayerbook Fund
Susanne & Maurice Tucker High Holy Days 

Music Fund
Ida F. Kragen Consecration and Caring Fund

Youth Funds
Religious School Fund
Religious School Enrichment Fund
Betty Rinsler Religious School
Endowment Fund
Weintraub Religious School Scholarship Fund
Campership Fund
Leonard and Bernice Gaon Campership Fund
Michael Elman Campership Fund
Milton Fox Campership Fund
Phyllis Matzner Campership Fund
Israel Scholarship Fund
Susanne C. Blickman Arts and Crafts Fund

Cultural Funds
Choir Fund
Phyllis Omel Junior Choir Fund
Bertram Berns Music Fund
Shank-Rockman Family Sound System Fund
Scholar in Residence Fund

Community Funds
Facilities for the Aged Fund (Chai House)
JoAnne Salman-Tehrani Homeless Fund

Other Tribute Opportunities
$36 - Prayerbook Tribute
$218/$500/$750 - Tree of Life
Leaf/small/large rock
$500 - Sanctuary Chair Plaque
$750 - Memorial Plaque  

 (in sanctuary foyer)

Opportunities in 
Levin Learning Center
$5,000 - Stair Plaque
$10,000 - Library Column Dedication
$25,000 - Room Dedication

Contact the Admin team for 
additional opportunities.

Making a contribution to one of Temple Emanu-El’s many funds is a wonderful way to 
honor your friends and family. You may make contributions in honor of a birth, a birthday, 
brit milah, baby naming, Bar/Bat Mitzvah, confirmation, graduation, engagement, 
wedding, anniversary, promotion, new home, special occasion or just because. You may 
also make contributions for get-well wishes, condolences, remembrances and yahrzeits.
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