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Connections
Temple Emanu-El

August Service Schedule
Friday, August 3

6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat  
Patio Service

7:30 PM Shabarbecue

Saturday, August 4

10:30 AM B’nai Mitzvah of Hannah  
and Spencer Blitchok

Friday, August 10

6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat  
Patio Service

Saturday, August 11

10:30 AM Bar Mitzvah of  
Evan Dworkin

Friday, August 17

6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat  
Patio Service

Friday, August 24

6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat  
Patio Service

Saturday, August 25

6:00 PM Neighborhood Havdalah

Friday, August 31

6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat Patio  
Service - Labor in the Pulpit

1010 University Ave. 
San Jose, CA 95126

408-292-0939

www.templesanjose.org
facebook.com/templesanjose 

twitter.com/templesanjose 
admin@templesanjose.org

Greetings in Connections

Your name: ____________________________________________________

Your name/family’s name as you would like it to appear:

_____________________________________________________________

Check One: ¨ High Holy Days Greeting Only - $36

  ¨ High Holy Days and Passover Greetings - $65

Check # ______________ OR

VISA/MC# ________________________________________________

Expiration Date____________ 3 Digit Security Code ___________

¨ I agree to add an additional 3% to cover transaction fees.

Total Amount to be charged: $_______________________

Phone: ___________________________________________________

Signature: _________________________________________________

PLEASE RETURN TO THE TEMPLE OFFICE BY AUGUST 16, 2018

Temple Emanu-El offers you a way to wish your fellow congregants a happy, 
healthy and fulfilling new year by including your name in our bulletin on the Rosh 
Hashanah Greetings page. Think of it as a New Year’s greeting card to your 
entire Temple address book! By making a minimum tax-deductible donation of 
$36 per family unit, you will be wishing us all a new year filled with sweetness 
and joy, and at the same time, supporting your synagogue.

This year we will also be offering the chance to wish your fellow congregants 
a happy Passover as well in the Passover issue of Connections. By making a 
minimum tax-deductible donation of $65 per family unit, you will be wishing us 
all a new year filled with sweetness and joy and a happy and healthy Passover, 
while at the same time, supporting your synagogue.

Meet out Newly Elected 2018-19 Board of Trustees
Deborah Zimmer, Rabbi Magat 
(front)

Marci Gerston, Annette 
Ladowitz, Sherri Wiesner, Shirley 
Lee, Fagie Rosen (2nd row)

Dana Brody-Brown, Jamie Gold, 
Larry Fox, Debbi MIchels, Ilene 
Tucker, David Heiman, Steve 
Krandel, Eric Snider, Andrew 
Weinberg (back row)

Dr. Nathaniel Cohen, Mira Karp, 
Denise Moreno, Richard Rusnak, 
Steve Wernick (not pictured)



August Greetings,  
fellow congregants!

The weather outside is sometimes 
a bit too warm, but we Californians 
should not complain, because we 
don’t have the humidity that makes 
the heat oppressive. Kabbalat 
Shabbat services continue at 6:30 
PM every Friday on the patio, and 

I hope to see you there before the end of summer. There is 
a wonderful informality about being on the patio at an earlier 
time. More young children attend, and it’s OK for them to be 
wandering around during the service. (Nice job security for 
the preschool and the cantor: future b’nai mitzvah students, 
perhaps.) We hear the occasional plane going by, and 
maybe the bell of an ice cream cart down the block. 

A very special occasion this month will be Neighborhood 
Havdallah on Saturday night, August 25th at 6:00 PM. If 
you’ve never celebrated the end of Shabbat, this is the 
time! There are locations throughout our community where 
congregants will be opening their homes. Guests bring food 
to share, we sing and shmooze. It’s a great time to see your 
friends, to meet new people, and it is also an opportunity to 
introduce your unaffiliated acquaintances to the warmth of 
Temple Emanu-El. Contact the Temple office,  
admin@templesanjose.org, to RSVP and learn the location 
closest to you.

So our synagogue bulletin is called Connections. And 
I think that’s a very important aspect of why I belong 
to our congregation. The connections. We come here 
as individuals, as families, looking for connections: to 
other Jews, to the liberal Jewish tradition, to the holidays 
throughout the year. It is here that we find our extended 
Jewish family, a place to celebrate life’s joyous occasions, 
and a place to be comforted in difficult times. A synagogue 
is also a place where we can bring our Jewish values to life 
through study, celebration and action. 

I know many of you, but there are still more names and 
faces for me to learn. Making more connections is one of 
my primary goals for the coming year. How can we do that? 
Send me an email: president@templesanjose.org. Find me 
at services, let me know when you will be here. Definitely 
I’ll be here for breakfast on the first day of Religious School 
on Sunday, September 16. And before that, of course, at the 
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur services at the Heritage 
Theater in Campbell. 

Feel free to contact me: what are the connections you 
are looking for? How can our synagogue help? We are a 
perfect size to be able to make these connections across 
generations, between school grades, over food or text 
study. Sometimes it will be at the Temple, but our community 
and our connections exist outside the walls.

Each month, I will share a little bit more about me, so that 
you can get to know me better. I grew up in Los Angeles, the 
older daughter of two former Orthodox Jews from Brooklyn 
who drove, I like to say, as far west as they could without 
falling into the Pacific Ocean. We were not members of a 
synagogue at any time during my childhood. We did Pesach 
and Hanukkah at home. I knew I was Jewish, but I had 
very little substance. And it was in looking for that Jewish 
substance, and something to give to my children, that I found 
my way to Temple Emanu-El some 25 years ago.

I look forward to seeing you soon.

 Deborah Zimmer

From the President
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Saturday, September 1
6:30 PM Film and Discussion

8:00 PM Special Oneg

9:00 PM Selichot Service

mailto:admin%40templesanjose.org?subject=
mailto:president%40templesanjose.org?subject=
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As we gather together today to elect 
the next board of trustees, this week’s 
Torah portion, Korah, is a fitting parashat 
as it explores leadership conflict and 
what makes a good leader.

Korah, a Levite, gathers 250 
supporters and challenges Moses and 
Aaron for their position as the leaders 
of the Israelites. Korah challenges 
them saying that “all the community 
are holy, and G-d is in their midst, 
why then do you raise yourself above 
the congregation.” His argument is 
essentially that Moses and Aaron are 
no better than he so why should they 
be in charge and not him? At hearing 
this, Moses asks to meet with him 
to discuss his grievances but Korah 
refuses. So Moses tells Korah and his 
followers, as well as Aaron, to bring 
a fire pan and light incense at the 
entrance of the Tent of Meeting and 
let G-d decide who should lead the 
Israelites. They do and G-d speaks to 
Moses and Aaron and tells them to 
stand back while he annihilates Korah 
and his followers.

This swift and rather harsh judgment 
issued begs the question, Why was 
Korah a poor choice for a leader?

Challenges and disagreements are not 
inherently evil, but Korah fails because 
of the motivation behind his challenge. 
He refuses to meet with Moses 
because he does not have concrete 
reasons why Moses and Aaron should 
not be the leaders. He is selfish and 
wants to be the leader for the title 
alone. He was not acting in the best 
interest of the community.

Why is Moses a great leader? 

Moses demonstrates one of the most 
important skills of leadership – he was 
willing to listen. Even though he was 
angry at Korah and his followers for 
their challenge, his first response was 
to call a meeting to try and come to a 
mutual understanding.

Moses was also a leader for all:

When G-d speaks to Moses and Aaron 
and tells them to distance themselves 
from Korah and his followers so 
they can be annihilated, Moses was 
concerned for the welfare of those 
who supported Korah over him 
and asks G-d “when one man sins, 
will you be wrathful with the whole 
community?” 

Moses teaches us that true leadership 
requires an understanding that you 
serve your community. There will 
inevitably be disagreements but if you 
are willing to listen and talk to those 
who disagree with you and lead with 
the best interest of the group as your 
primary focus, you will be successful. 

This D’var Torah was given by Stephanie 
Pollock at the Annual Meeting on June 10, 2018.

My Take on Torah

SHABARBECUE

Temple Emanu-El

Friday, 
August 3 

at 
7:30 PM

V E G E T A R I A N  M E A L S  
A V A I L A B L E  U P O N  

R E Q U E S T

T o  e n s u r e  w e  h a v e  e n o u g h  f o o d  f o r  
e v e r y o n e ,  p l e a s e  R S V P  b y  J u l y  2 7  t o  

a d m i n @ t e m p l e s a n j o s e . o r g .

Fun for families, singles, and 
couples!
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Preschool
Our summer has 

been filled with 

laughter, water  

play, new friends and an awful lot  

of silliness. The children have 

explored the garden, helped to 

conserve water, and made the 

most creative and incredibly messy 

art projects. Essentially they have 

spent their summer simply being 

children. Enjoy a few of our smiling 

faces and please contact me if you 

are considering joining us for the 

Summer or Fall of 2019. 

Barbara Smead 
Barbara@templesanjose.org

mailto:Barbara%40templesanjose.org?subject=
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Neighborhood Havdalah
Beautiful warm summer evening? Check! Delicious food and drinks? Check! 
People of all ages joined together in prayer? Check! The annual Summer 
Neighborhood Havdalah is scheduled for Saturday, August 25, in homes in 4 
different neighborhoods in Santa Clara Valley. This casual, potluck, backyard 
event is a favorite of Temple members; non-temple members are invited to join 
us too! After registering online, guests are assigned to a home. Each family 
brings an appetizer or dessert—a bottle of wine is always an appreciated extra 
touch. Watch for your invitation, and don’t miss out on one of the Temple’s most 
popular events of the year. 

Shirley Lee

Mazel Tov!
Rob, Irina, and Matthew Stiasny 
are kvelling over the new 
addition to our mishpacha!

Talia Michelle Stiasny was 
born on July 3, 2018 at 5:35 AM. 
At birth she was 19.5 inches and 
6lbs. Matthew is a very proud big 
brother and we look forward to 
everyone meeting her! 
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A  Ritual Committee A
Selichot: Preparing for the Days of Awe 

Part of any successful meal is in the preparation: Shopping 
for the right ingredients, finding the best product at the 
right store, calculating portions, figuring out the timing of 
the meal, along with other innumerable factors that will 
come into play. (See David Wiesner for more minutia on that 
subject). Likewise, Selichot (also spelled S’lichot) is a time 
for preparing not our tummies or our breadbaskets, but to 
reflect on soul-searching and our intentions going into the 
High Holidays. 

The Hebrew translation of Selichot means “forgiveness”…, 
and like Yom Kippur, the prayers reflect the themes of 
mercy, transgression, iniquity, and sin, just as we’re used to 
contemplating on the Days of Awe. While Rosh Hashanah 
begins in the month of Tishrei, Selichot takes place the 
preceding month, Elul, and services are held on the 
Saturday evening prior to Rosh Hashanah. It’s appropriate 
that the Hebrew month means “search,” because this is a 
time of the year when we look inward, and engage in the 
process of doing a moral self-assessment, which is not an 
easy task to tackle, therefore, this emphasizes all the more, 
the importance for this preparation period of Selichot. Yes, 
one could easily skip it, but if you’ve read up to this point…..
let Jewish guilt be your guide! 

Does anyone have a special inscription on their wedding 
ring? I did, and I had no idea it ties into Elul…, whose name 
is an acronym for “Ani l’dodi v’dodi li.” I am my Beloved’s 
and my Beloved’s is mine.” I always thought it referred to the 
soulful relation with your spouse, and it does! Well add on, 

because this quote from the Song of Songs 6:3 has Beloved 
being G-d and the “I” is the Jewish people. Pretty cool, 
right? 

During this time, there’s a beautiful ritual changing of the 
Torah covers to those particularly designed for the High 
Holidays. The covers are typically white, just like the 
garments worn by Rabbi Magat and Cantor Amanda, that 
represent purity and the hope that through repentance our 
sins will be forgiven and made as white as snow. While most 
wear white, perhaps because white is perceived as clean, 
pure, and made like new, or that we endeavor to be lighter, 
like the angels; other reasons Jews wear white is not as well 
known. “ Yom Kippur is a kind of ritual death of sorts, and 
white recalls the white shroud in which the body is wrapped 
in a traditional Jewish burial”, states Rabbi Josh Jacobs-
Velde of Boardman, Ohio. 

 Dressing in white in the past, was not very common for 
congregants of the Conservative and Reform branches 
as it continues to be for Orthodox Jews. I, myself prefer to 
leave the white to the clergy, but many of our congregation 
members find great meaning in dressing in white for the 
holidays. There is power in any ritual when it has meaning 
to the practitioner. So, whether you come to services with 
colorful attire, or not, keep the “kavanah…”, the intention and 
purpose of our prayers in the forefront of your mind along 
with the keva, the liturgy itself. 

May you find peace in your heart, peace in your 
observance, and peace in the world that surrounds you! 

L’Shalom, David Goldberg, Ritual Committee 

Sushi in the Sukkah 
for 20s and 30s 

with Cantor Amanda Edmondson.

Tuesday, September 25 at 6:00 PM

Vegetarian and fish sushi options available

BYOB if desired

RSVP IS A MUST

Save the Dates!
Sangria in the  

Sukkah 

Thursday, September 27 at 6:00 PM

Everyone is welcome but PLEASE RSVP  

to admin@templesanjose.org  

so we have enough Sangria for everyone.

mailto:admin%40templesanjose.org?subject=
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Hannah and  
Spencer Blitchok, 
the children of Sean 
and Jessica Blitchok, 
will be called to the 
Torah as B’nai Mitzvah 
on Saturday, August 
4, 2018. Hannah and 
Spencer decided when 
they started this journey 
to B’nai Mitzvah that 
they wanted to do it 
together. Hannah is 

entering 10th grade at Willow Glen High School and Spencer 
is entering 8th grade at Willow Glen Middle School. Hannah 
enjoys playing softball for her high school, listening to music, 
drawing, and reading. Spencer enjoys competing in top rope 
and bouldering events with his rock climbing team, playing 
on his PS4, riding his skateboard, and reading. Both cherish 
their time with family and friends and are looking forward to 
celebrating becoming B’nai Mitzvah with loved ones. For their 
B’nai Mitzvah project, they’re organizing a donation drive to 
benefit Coppers Dream Rescue, a local dog rescue. Their 
family has fostered many dogs for over the years.

Evan Dworkin, son of Jim and 
Patty, will be called to the Torah as 
a Bar Mitzvah on August 11, 2018. 
He is an honor student at Bret Harte 
Middle School and an incoming 
8th grader. For his mitzvah project 
Evan collected new and gently used 
games to donate to Sunday Friends 
and he’s also been recycling cans 
and bottles to donate the funds to 
Sunday Friends. 

Evan enjoys spending time with his family and friends, 
reading, playing various video games, cooking, teaching 
himself card tricks to share with others, math problems, 
wrestling at school, Little League baseball and swimming for 
his local cabana club team. Evan looks forward to celebrating 
his special day with his older brothers, Zachary, Jeremy and 
Matthew, family, friends and his Temple Emanu-El community.

B’nai Mitzvah

Bar Mitzvah

Volunteer at
High Holy 

Days
Have you ever wondered why you are greeted by 
many of the same faces at the Heritage Theater 
during High Holy Days?

That’s because more than half of our volunteers 
make it a point to be a part of the HHD crew each 
year. It is an opportunity to be of service and to 
see many of your Temple friends. 

Openings are available for Rosh Hashanah and 
Yom Kippur, evenings and mornings, and involve 
tasks such as checking tickets, handing out 
service pamphlets, changing the books from one 
service to the next, and monitoring the doors 
when the ark is open. It does involve standing for 
about half an hour at a time. We also need help 
with Break-the-Fast!

Join us this year and see for yourself. We would 
love to have you as part of the team.

To let us know which services you would  
be available for, please email/contact  
admin@templesanjose.org.

Break-The-Fast Information
Temple Emanu-El is pleased to provide a Kiddush 
style Break-the-Fast following the Neilah service on 
Yom Kippur. Break-the-Fast is open to the community 
and is a wonderful way to end Yom Kippur as a 
spiritual Family. 

There is no cost to attend, but your RSVP is 
requested so that we are able to provide enough 
food. While this event is free to attend, we are 
able to provide this Break-the-Fast thanks to the 
generosity of sponsorships. 

Please consider being a sponsor.

Sponsorship Levels include:

Platinum ($144) 

Gold ($72) 

Other donation amounts are welcome.

Please mail in your sponsorship donation or  
register online. 

mailto:admin%40templesanjose.org?subject=
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Fiscal year (shudder)...next fiscal year budgeting 
process (ughhh) some of us in our jobs know the joy 
of setting a budget or revenue targets for the coming 
year. The delicate art of not promising too much but 
just enough to show your worth, while not setting an 
unattainable goal. Yes, it is a wonderful dance that 
those of us that work in a cubicle are met with once 
a year. I will secretly admit though that part of me 
enjoys the science and art of forecasting though you 
certainly do not want to take any financial advice from 
me unless of course you want to buy some Bitcoins! 

One of the nice things that setting a budget allows 
you to do, is it allows you to reflect on all that has 
been accomplished. In 2017/2018 Brotherhood:

• Sponsored and prepared 3 lunches, one 
pancake breakfast and latkes all for the parents 
and kids in our religious school,

• Cooked and provided latkes for Latkes and 
Laughs,

• Hosted a great steak dinner for our members,

• Organized a blood drive;

• And as always, we helped with the high holidays 
move. 

All of this could not be accomplished without our 
core group of dedicated volunteers and our larger 
group of paid up members. Recently over the last 18 
years Brotherhood has taken on a growing number 
of activities and continues to think of new and 
innovative ways to support our Temple youth and the 
Temple at large. Our goal is simple - help out where 
we can. 

I know how busy things can get, but I choose to 
spend a few hours a month helping out at the Temple 
because I enjoy it. I know everyone has their own 
causes that are near and dear to their hearts and 
most people are busy with a million things, but as 
we start this new fiscal year, I invite you to feel free 
to reach out to me via email or phone (listed below) 
if you are at all interested in joining Brotherhood. 
It would be great to have you attend one of our 
monthly meetings and see if there is an activity you 
would like to get involved in.

All the best and have a great (ughh) fiscal year 
2018/2019!

Zach Szereszewski, Brotherhood President
Zach.Szereszewski@gmail.com 

(408) 834-9466

Baseball and Brotherhood
Monday, August 6 at 7:00 PM

You and your family are invited to join 
Temple Emanu-El Brotherhood to watch 
the San Jose Giants face the Rancho 
Cucamonga Quakes on Monday, August 6 at 7:00 PM 
at Municipal Stadium in San Jose. SJ Giants games are 
great fun for everyone, including a lot of fun activities 
for young kids and a family friendly vibe. Brotherhood is 
purchasing a block of reserved seating for the event and 
will be recognized with its name on the scoreboard during 
the game! So come on out, enjoy the game, and hang 
with fellow Temple members. Tickets are $11 each. Please 
contact Shannon Brown at scorbrown@gmail.com or (408) 
891-9431 for more information and payment details. 

Brotherhood

mailto:Zach.Szereszewski%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:scorbrown%40gmail.com?subject=
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Sisterhood
At our June Donor Luncheon, Debra 
Ransier was recognized as our 
volunteer who goes “above and 
beyond” with the Lee Axelrad Malach 
(Angel) Award and Melenie Pearson 
received a standing ovation after 
she was presented the award for 
Woman of Valor. Thank you to our 
Donor Chair, Robin Feinman Marino, 
for organizing our event and to Dave 
Wiesner, owner and chef of Siena 
Bistro in Willow Glen, for preparing 
a delicious lunch buffet. The Temple 
House was adorned with pink 
centerpieces and flowers setting the 
mood for inspiring testimonials from 
our Sisterhood survivors of cancer. 
Our annual fundraising luncheon 
helps Sisterhood raise funds to 
support our Religious School and 
Temple programs.

Thank you to our generous sponsors. 
Margie Cahn, Maggie Cant,
Doris Davis, Robin-Feinman Marino, 

Ruth Fox, Joan Fox, Shirley Lee, 
Marilyn Leiter, Bobi Levine, Nancy 
Markham, Marci Riggio, Jane 
Schwartz, Joann Shank, Kelly Snider, 
and Deborah Zimmer. Thank you  
to Judy Levy for sponsoring the  
dessert bar.

We elected a new 2018-2019 
Sisterhood Board. 

Co-President
Beverly Mendel

Co-President
Melenie Pearson

Secretary
Laura Danoff-Robinson 

Correspondence Secretary
Harriet Saltzman

Treasurer
Leslie Solomon

VP Membership
Judy Levy

VP Program
Judee Weinstein

Members at Large
Janis Decker, Rita Loren

Our annual Membership Drive 
began July 1. Please look for your 
invitation to support Sisterhood with 
annual dues of only $46.00 or senior 
dues of $40. Sisterhood has three 
main objectives; to uphold and aid 
the activities of Temple Emanu-El 
and its Religious School, to foster 
and further the highest ideals of 
Judaism and humanitarian causes in 
the community and throughout the 
world, and promote closer fellowship 
among its members.

If you would like to learn about 
Sisterhood and how we support 
Temple, please contact Judy at  
408-834-9051 or email 
jlevymom4three@yahoo.com.

Sponsor an Oneg

Special Occasions: Birthdays, 
Anniversaries, Graduations

Memorials: In memory of a loved 
one’s Yahrzeit 

There are two ways to sponsor: 
Bring 3 platters of food OR 
donate, and food platters will be 
prepared on your behalf.

Sign up by contacting  
admin@templesanjose.org.

O
ne

g 
Sp

on
so

rs

June 8, 2018 | The Carr Family in honor of Max’s Bar Mitzvah, The Medeiros Family 
in memory of Ruth Hoffman

June 22, 2018 | Lynda Chase, Joe and Marcia Riggio in memory of Betty Gordon 
and Lena Hetzer, Nancy Gerston in memory of her parents Morris and Sarah 
Gerston, The Karp Family in memory of Francheska Rubin

June 29, 2018 | Sue and Eli Shachal in memory of Dr. Edward Hochman, Nancy 
Gerston in honor of the birth of her grandson Remy James Vaughan, The Wernick 
Family in honor of Kevin DeCarlo’s graduation

July 6, 2018 | Jane Schwartz in memory of Aron Pencovic, The Frederick Family in 
memory of Minnie Frederick

July 13, 2018 | JoAnn Shank in memory of Bert and Helen Gates

July 20, 2018 | Sisterhood in honor of their participation in tonight’s service, John 
and Yvonne Nemec in memory of Ann Nemec, The Henry Family in Memory 
of Bernard Rosen, Father of Penni Henry and Grandfather of Ariana, Analise and 
Braydon Henry

July 27, 2018 | Joan and Marvin Fox

EESY Senior Youth Group (9th – 12th Grades)

Temple Emanu-El Senior Youth group offers an opportunity for 9th-12th grade students of Temple 
Emanu-El to come together for social, ritual, and community service activities. With a full slate of 
activities organized by an active Youth-led board, teens stay connected and make friends while 
gaining leadership skills. For more information, contact: youthgroup@templesanjose.org. 

mailto:jlevymom4three%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:admin%40templesanjose.org?subject=
mailto:youthgroup%40templesanjose.org?subject=
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Child: Why do I need to ______? 

(Insert whatever phrase you 

wish – go to bed, take out the 

garbage, do my homework, go to 

school, walk the dog, etc.)

Parent: BECAUSE I SAID SO!

Sound familiar? This was the 

stock answer to many questions during my youth. For 

those of us growing up in the pre-internet, hands-free, 

1000+ TV channels world, adults ruled the day and their 

decisions were not to be questioned. We did not have a 

choice, it was set in stone – BECAUSE I SAID SO!

Why do I bring this up as it relates to the topic of the 

importance for children to attend High 

Holy Days Services (HHS)? Jewish guilt. 

Let me explain. I was the child who grew 

up in a household where the month of 

September meant being dragged to High 

Holy Days services and sitting through 

long sermons. Boredom reigned and I 

wished that for a fleeting moment I was 

not Jewish so I did not have to suffer 

through the torture that was HHS. I often looked around 

the sanctuary to find my friends who were suffering with 

me, and we would immediately place ourselves in the 

back of the room so we could talk and not pay attention. 

We would try to sneak out as if we were going to the 

bathroom, and eventually land in the Youth Lounge to chat 

and play Air Hockey. But on the weekday morning service, 

I would not find all of my friends. Where were they, I would 

ask myself? Why are they not here? If I have to suffer, why 

are they not suffering alongside me? How do I get out of 

this? Wait—am I really asking to go to school instead of 

this? I would ask my parents, “Why do I have to be here 

and Steve is not? His parents allow him to go to school 

today. Why am I missing school for this?” The answer – 

WE DO NOT CONTROL WHAT OTHER PARENTS DO. 

WE CONTROL YOU AND YOU ARE HERE WITH US - 

BECAUSE WE SAY SO!

Much has been documented about how my generation 

– Gen X – (http://www.huffingtonpost.com/the-mid/

generation-x-parenting-problem_b_7258314.html) has 

chosen to raise our children, some of the choices in stark 

contrast to how we were raised. We are the generation 

of helicopter parenting. Our children are our friends. We 

coddle our children. Everyone is a winner. We cater to 

our kids’ every need and desire. We use GPS and apps 

to monitor the whereabouts of our teens. We interview 

our potential babysitters as if we are screening them 

for a Federal security clearance. If our children are not 

entertained, or if they find no value in, a program that 

helps them prepare for college, we find something else. 

If we forced our children to do something using the 

phrase BECAUSE I SAID SO, we would be ignored and 

disregarded.

Back to Jewish guilt. I loved going to camp. I loved 

attending youth group. My teen trip to Israel when I was 

16 was the most formative experience I 

had growing up. Religious school – hated 

it. Attending services on a regular basis – 

YUCK. So how did I end up becoming a 

Jewish professional? As soon as I went off to 

college and had to begin making decisions 

that were purely my own, the little voice in 

the back of my head (my mother’s voice, 

of course) told me that attending HHS was 

the right thing to do. Something about Jewish continuity, 

community, and family – I was supposed to be in services 

and not in class. I soon realized that I was making a choice 

to do something that I hated as a kid because it was my 

choice – not my parents’. The ground work of forming my 

Jewish identity was laid by my parents, and cemented by 

me. I was choosing to be a committed Jew because of my 

family, my camp, my friends, my youth group, and yes, my 

synagogue.

So why is it important to take your kids to HHS instead 

of school? Your choices, your modeling, your Jewish 

connection, all of it influences your children. They are 

paying attention, even if they are giving you grief. And one 

other thing – one missed day of class is not going to keep 

them out of college. Missed days of Jewish experiences, 

though, could have a lasting impact on their Jewish 

identity. So when you get the High Holy Days tickets in the 

mail and see that Monday morning, September 10, is Rosh 

Hashanah, go to shul – BECAUSE I SAID SO!

Phil Hankin

Religious School

Your choices, your 
modeling, your Jewish 
connection, all of it 
influences your children. 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/the-mid/generation-x-parenting-problem_b_7258314.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/the-mid/generation-x-parenting-problem_b_7258314.html
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Those who have died recently

Wayne Rose, husband of Iva Rose and father of 
Daniel Rose and Elisabeth McCrae

Zenda Rutansky, sister-in-law of Sura Weiner

We Remember

And those we have lost in years past

August 3 | Kate Baitchman, Lottie Berman, Steven 
Biro, Alfred Brenner, Louis Dishotsky, Isidor Farber, 
Dora Fischer, Sam Fishoff, Jim Gunn, Rueven Jeffe, 
Julius Katzman, Helen Kerr, Victor Levine, Naomi Mayer, 
Edna Novak, Jerry Prizant, Mildred Rakovsky, Albert 
Saltzman, Dr. Solomon S. Sogg, Mary Sokolov, Allen I. 
Stoll, Jeanette Waxman, Joan Wolfgang, Leah Yaffee

August 10 | Sarah Asher, Miriam Ayllon, Ruby Baker, 
Maurice A. (Don) Berman, Leonard W. Bloom, Ethel 
Brody, Marcus Brooks, Janice Cohen, Solly Cohen, 
Fanny Emanuel, Sarah Frieberg, Mimi Lewis Fuller, Ben 
Gambord, Rabbi Joseph Gitin, Charles Goldberg, Nettie 
Goldman, Henry Stadler Hammer, Ilene Hoffman, Betty 
Lichtenstein, Conceicao Machado, Francisco Machado, 
Sumner Magat, Florence Marcus, Aaron Adair Markham, 
Morris Rinsler, Ernest Rott, Irving Satler, Mr. Joseph 
Tannenbaum, Samuel Weinstein, Jack Weintraub, 
Benjamin Weiss, Eleanor Zurakov

August 17 | Shirley Ball, Eleanor Berman, Ann Orloff 
Cahn, Eileen Judith Cohen, Sam Gellman, Irving 
Hoffman, Madeline Louise Kaufman, Eva Leve, Morris 
Lovy, Yankel Lutvak, Manjeet Makhni, Leonid Moyerman, 
Sadie Newman, Daniel Pollack, Pauline Prizant, Jackie 
Radwin, Isadore Schreibstein, Dr. Albert Sheinbaum, 
Samuel B. Weinstein, Louise Friedland Weis, Gigi Green 
Wicks, Jean Wiesner

August 24 | Sylvia Abrams Jones, Harvey Asher, 
Bonnie Bronstein, Lillian Chermak, Shlomo Cintz, 
George Cleve, Sonia Davis, Benjamin Fisher, Jennie 
Goldberg, Mrs. Muriel Goldberg, Annette Goldstein, 
Joan Hersch, Shlomo Hertz, Mrs. Ruth Jeffe, Anne 
Kaplan, Edythe Litman, Kathryn Loeffler, Reeva Perr, 
Meyer Pollock, Jack Port, Eva Reznikov, Marvin 
Rubenstein, Sarah Ruby, Fran Shussett, Abe Taitelman, 
John Wall

Do you have difficulty hearing 
the services in the Sanctuary?

If so, please inform a 

service usher, service greeter, or a 

custodian and they will gladly  

provide you with a listening device 

that will amplify the sound.

eScrip doesn’t take a vacation. Everyone still eats and 
shops, hopefully at our generous eScrip merchants. 
eScrip wants everyone to refresh their registered 
cards, and include new credit/debit cards. 
We no longer use our ID#136985180, 
just Temple Emanu-El and zip code 
95126. Also go to escrip.com/shares 
and sign up for Lucky, SaveMart and 
FoodMaxx with the phone number 
you will use to shop there. If you’d 
like to use the new eScrip Mobile app to 
support us, visit www.escrip.com/benefit.

There are many reasons to sign up for eScrip: 

• It’s easier than selling candy or gift-wrap.

• If you don’t sign up, guilt will cause too many 
sleepless nights. 

• It’s a special way to be “connected” to Temple.

Surf on over to www.escrip.com and follow the prompts if 
you are not already an eScrip supporter. Find the eScrip 
Online Mall and surf the shops, stores, and businesses 
where you can shop from home and earn eScrip credit 
for Temple. Also find Dining Rewards restaurants where 
you can eat 
 and earn!

Lorie Kaplan, eScrip coordinator, 408.267.4563

Swing into Summer with 

http://escrip.com/shares
http://www.escrip.com/benefit
http://www.escrip.com
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Alvin Ravel Garden Fund
Sally Ravel, in memory of Irving Levy

Sally Ravel, in memory of David Remar

Betty Rinsler Religious School 
Endowment Fund
Mark and Bette Emanuel, in memory of  

Ben Woron

Mildred Wolfson, in memory of  
Debbie Wolfson

Mildred Wolfson, in memory of Gussie Hirsch

Campership Fund
The Karp Family, in memory of  

Francheska Rubin

Fagie and family, wishing a speedy recovery 
to Sybil Sommer

Fagie and family, wishing a speedy recovery 
to Harriet Saltzman

Fagie and family, wishing a speedy recovery 
to Sheri Prizant

Temple Emanu-El Brotherhood

David and Sherri Wiesner, in honor of  
Robin Feinman-Marino’s Bat Mitzvah

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Chai Havurah, Mazel Tov to Shannon Brown 

on his Bar Mitzvah!!!

Endowment Fund
Pauline & Jacob Braunstein & Family, in 

memory of Ruth Rubin

Marvin and Joan Fox, in memory of  
Helene Breslauer

Marvin and Joan Fox, in memory of  
David Levin

Mort and Marilyn Leiter, in memory of  
Harry H Leiter

Barbara Lotman, in honor of  
Deborah Zimmer’s Presidency

JoAnn Shank, in memory of Dr. Paul Rosen

Dr. Richard Sogg, Mazel Tov to  
Deborah Davis on becoming a 
grandmother

Dr. Richard Sogg, Mazel Tov to Doris Davis 
on becoming a great-grandmother

Facilities For Aged Fund
Wanda Pollack and Family, in memory of 

Bessie Pollack

Wanda Pollack, in memory of  
Sidney J. Gambord

General Fund
Dr. Suzanne Boxer-Gassman and Gerry 

Gassman, in memory of Max Boxer

Stephen and Arlene Greenberg, in memory 
of Sidney Greenberg

Marc and Melissa Israel

Steve and Annette Ladowitz, in memory of 
Morton Ladowitz

Daniel and Shirley Lee, in honor of  
Rita Loren’s 90th birthday

Ray and Bobi Levine, in memory of  
Lillie Levine

Ray and Bobi Levine, in memory of  
Sarah Ruby

Ray and Bobi Levine, in memory of  
Leah Yaffee

Claudio Marino, in honor of  
Robin Feinman-Marino’s Bat Mitzvah

Gary Morris, in memory of Rose Morris

Michelle Nguyen, in celebration of  
Robin Feinman-Marino’s Bat Mitzvah

Ethel Ress, in memory of Melvin Friedman

Dr. R. Henry and Jean Richards, in memory of 
Martha Levine

Harriet Saltzman, in appreciation of all the 
get well wishes

Harriet Saltzman, in memory of  
Walter Saltzman

Arthur and Marilyn Silver, in memory of  
Eva Golden

Arthur and Marilyn Silver, in memory of  
Sarah Silver

Henry and Debra Watkins

Israel Scholarship Fund
Deborah Katzman, in memory of  

Alfred Brenner

Francine Rosen, Mazel Tov on the Bat 
Mitzvah of Liz Shivell

Francine Rosen, with get well wishes to 
Manny Siegler

JoAnne Salman-Tehrani Homeless Fund
Margie Goodman, in memory of  

Michael Goodman

Margie Goodman, in memory of  
Victor Donath

Judith Jurman Omens Cemetery 
Beautification Fund
Mort and Marilyn Leiter, in memory of  

Robert Leiter

Mort and Marilyn Leiter, in memory of  
Esther Weiner

Ethel Ress, in memory of Sarah Simon

Ethel Ress, in memory of Aaron Ress

Kenneth Gordon Children’s Prayerbook 
Fund
Chris and Michele Eaton, in memory of  

Betty Gordon

Joseph and Marcia Riggio, in memory of 
Betty Gordon

Joseph and Marcia Riggio, in memory of 
Lena Hetzer

Michael Elman Campership Fund
Joyce Popkin Donahoo, in memory of  

Harry Popkin

Milton Fox Campership Fund
Larry and Audrey Fox, in honor of Marci and 

Wayne’s 30th wedding anniversary!

Joan Green, in honor of Marci and  
Wayne Greene

Phyllis Matzner Campership Fund
Lee and David Bilodeau, celebrating  

Bruce Matzner’s 85th birthday and thinking 
of Phyllis Matzner

Phyllis Omel Junior Choir Fund
Deborah Katzman, in memory of  

Julius Katzman

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Manfred Ascher and Gloria Melmon Ascher, 

in memory of Gary Melmon

Lorie Kaplan, in memory of Edythe Litman

Daniel and Shirley Lee, in honor of the 25th 
anniversary of Rabbi’s ordination and his 
receiving an honorary Doctor of Divinity 
degree

Barbara Lotman, in honor of Rabbi Magat’s 
Dr. of Divinity and 25 year milestone

John and Yvonne Nemec, in honor of Rabbi 
Dana Magat receiving his honorary Doctor 
of Divinity

Lori Rush, in memory of Sidney and | 
Pauline Kovalsky

The Stoner Trust

Villages Jewish Group

Ben and Bernice Vitcov, in memory of  
Edith Nissman

Religious School Fund
Barbara Lotman, in honor of Melenie 

Pearson’s selection as Woman of Valor

John and Yvonne Nemec, in memory of  
Ann Nemec

Mario and Catalina Schkolnick, in loving 
memory of Ernesto, Esther, and  
Raul Schkolnick and Rafael, Regina,  
Jose, and Leon Messina

Scholar in Residence Fund
Robert and Margaret Cant, in memory of 

Rosie Ivy

Robert and Margaret Cant, in memory of 
Rose Uberman

Thank You for Your Generous Contributions

 This list includes contributions made on or between 05/15/2018–07/18/2018.

If you would like to make a contribution, visit www.templesanjose.org
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Gloria Melmon Ascher
Realtor
BRE#00613382

Cell 408.781.8624
Office	 408.741.1111	x604
Fax	 408.741.1199
gascher@apr.com

12772	Saratoga-Sunnyvale	Road
Suite	1000
Saratoga,	CA	95070
www.GloriaAscher.com

REALTORS

14855 Oka Road, Los Gatos, CA 95032

Jewish education, enrichment 
classes,  tness, aquatics, 
camp, after-school activities, 
cultural programs, event
rentals, and more.

www.apjcc.org

If you would like to advertise in Temple Emanu-El’s Connections

contact Megan Hendrickson at megan@templesanjose.org.
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Clergy____________________________________________________________
Dana Magat | Senior Rabbi – rabbimagat@templesanjose.org
Amanda Edmondson | Cantor – cantoramanda@templesanjose.org
Joseph Gitin, D.D. (z”l) | Rabbi Emeritus

Committee Chairs__________________________________________________
Bobi Levine | Havurah Coordinator – havurah@templesanjose.org
Dan Lee | Membership Commitment – dues@templesanjose.org
Uri Gottfeld | Facilities – facilities@templesanjose.org
Debbie Michels | Marketing – marketing@templesanjose.org
Branden Frederick | Ritual – ritual@templesanjose.org
Robert Levy | Tikkun Olam – to@templesanjose.org
Debbie Michels | Membership – membership@templesanjose.org
Enrique Guadiamos | Leadership Development – leadership@templesanjose.org
Kim Jackman | Religious School – rscommittee@templesanjose.org
Fagie Rosen and Harriet Saltzman | Caring Committee – caring@templesanjose.org
Robin Feinman-Marino | Fundraising Committee – fundraising@templesanjose.org
Joe Riggio | Endowment Committee – endowment@templesanjose.org
Denise Moreno | Preschool Committee – pscommittee@templesanjose.org

Staff_____________________________________________________________
Stephanie Pollock | Executive Director – stephanie@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 ext. 233
Barbara Smead | Director, Early Childhood Education – barbara@templesanjose.org | 408-293-8660 | #434404443
Phil Hankin | Director of Education – phil@templesanjose.org | 408-292-3223
Shantha Smith | Bookkeeper – shantha@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 x235
Cherie Ravel | Cemetery Administrator – cherie@templesanjose.org | 408-674-5867

Board of Trustees__________________________________________________
Deborah Zimmer | President – president@templesanjose.org
Dana Brody-Brown | Secretary – secretary@templesanjose.org
Debbie Michels | VP Membership – vpmembership@templesanjose.org
Larry Fox | VP Development – vpdevelopment@templesanjose.org
David Heiman | Treasurer – treasurer@templesanjose.org
Ilene Tucker | VP Administration – vpadmin@templesanjose.org
Sherri Wiesner | VP Education and Youth – vprey@templesanjose.org
Andrew Weinberg | Immediate Past President

Auxiliaries________________________________________________________
Beverly Mendel | Sisterhood Co-President – sisterhood@templesanjose.org
Melenie Pearson | Sisterhood Co-President – sisterhood@templesanjose.org
Zach Szereszewski | Brotherhood President – brotherhood@templesanjose.org
Devin Makhni | EESY Co-President – youthgroup@templesanjose.org
Sela Josephs| EESY Co-President – youthgroup@templesanjose.org

CONNECTIONS is published 10 times a year by Temple Emanu-El, 1010 University Ave., San Jose, CA 95126. 

Award/Operating and Tribute Funds
General Fund
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Alvin Ravel Garden Fund
Beverly Jordan Temple Beautification Fund
Judith Jurman Omens Cemetery 

Beautification Fund
Lou and Clara Juren Library Fund
Ralph Goldeen Library Fund
Endowment Fund

Religious Funds
Harold Cahn Prayerbook Fund
Kenneth Gordon Children’s Prayerbook Fund
Susanne & Maurice Tucker High Holy Days 

Music Fund
Ida F. Kragen Consecration and Caring Fund

Youth Funds
Religious School Fund
Religious School Enrichment Fund
Betty Rinsler Religious School
Endowment Fund
Weintraub Religious School Scholarship Fund
Campership Fund
Leonard and Bernice Gaon Campership Fund
Michael Elman Campership Fund
Milton Fox Campership Fund
Phyllis Matzner Campership Fund
Israel Scholarship Fund
Susanne C. Blickman Arts and Crafts Fund
Sid Rosenberg Religious School Senior Trip 

Fund

Cultural Funds
Choir Fund
Phyllis Omel Junior Choir Fund
Bertram Berns Music Fund
Shank-Rockman Family Sound System Fund
Scholar in Residence Fund

Community Funds
Facilities for the Aged Fund (Chai House)
JoAnne Salman-Tehrani Homeless Fund

Other Tribute Opportunities
$36 - Prayerbook Tribute
$218/$500/$750 - Tree of Life
Leaf/small/large rock
$500 - Sanctuary Chair Plaque
$750 - Memorial Plaque  

 (in sanctuary foyer)

Opportunities in 
Levin Learning Center
$5,000 - Stair Plaque
$10,000 - Library Column Dedication
$25,000 - Room Dedication

Contact the Admin team for 
additional opportunities.

Making a contribution to one of Temple Emanu-El’s many funds is a wonderful way to 
honor your friends and family. You may make contributions in honor of a birth, a birthday, 
brit milah, baby naming, Bar/Bat Mitzvah, confirmation, graduation, engagement, 
wedding, anniversary, promotion, new home, special occasion or just because. You may 
also make contributions for get-well wishes, condolences, remembrances and yahrzeits.
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