
 
 May Service Schedule

Friday, May 4

7:00 PM Erev Shabbat Family Service-  
 Teacher Appreciation with  
 2nd and 3rd grades and the  
 MazelTones

Friday, May 11

7:00 PM Erev Shabbat Service honoring  
 Lev Zahav Members

Saturday, May 12

9:00 AM Baby Shabbat

Friday, May 18

6:00 PM Tot Shabbat with Catered  
 Dinner

7:00 PM Erev Shabbat Service with  
 Sermon and Song

Saturday, May 19

7:00 PM Erev Shavuot and  
 Confirmation Service

9:00 PM Tikkun Leil Shavuot

Sunday, May 20

9:00 AM Shavuot morning and  
 Yizkor Service

Friday, May 25

6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat Service with  
 Adult B’nai Mitzvah Part 1

Saturday, May 26

10:00 AM Adult B’nai Mitzvah Service  
 Part 2

Monday, May 28

 Temple Offices Closed
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Join us for the Erev Shavuot Confirmation Service 
on Saturday, May 19 at 7:00 PM.

Michael Gabbert

Samuel Messinger

Emily Mullen

Amanda Pohland

Mazel Tov 

to our 2018 Confirmands
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This next month marks the conclusion of my 19th year as 
the Senior Rabbi of Temple Emanu-El! It is hard to imagine 
that I have been here that long. If that was not strange 
enough, later this month I will be receiving my honorary 
Doctorate from Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute 
of Religion, marking my 25th year since my ordination. I 
feel honored and privileged to be celebrating a quarter 
century fulfilling my calling. This is also a special time for 
my family, as our daughter Shira will be getting married at 
the end of August and our son Raya is reflecting on what 
will be next for him. For Cheriel and me we understand 
that as parents we are in a transitional place as well. This 
is a perfect time for thoughtful reflection and learning. I 
recognize that there is still much to do and much to learn. 
So at the end of the month I will begin a period over the 
next year or so of taking segments of time for my second 
sabbatical, since I was not able to go a couple years back 
as we were not stable enough for me to be able to leave 
for sabbatical time. Thankfully, due to our hardworking and 
devoted President Andrew Weinberg, who not only has 
strengthened our financial course as a congregation, but 
with his commitment in partnership with wonderful search 
committees have given us the strongest possible senior 
staff by adding our immensely talented Cantor Amanda 
Edmondson and super enthusiastic Director of Education 
Phil Hankin over the last couple of years to our already 
strong Early Childhood Director Barbara Smead and our 
hard working and devoted Executive Director Stephanie 
Pollock. These last two years we have worked hard at 
building our connection as a staff and in growing our 
capabilities as a collaborative team.

The timing could not be more perfect for me to begin this 
sabbatical process, even if it is an intermittent schedule.

(My timing for sabbatical will be for this year: May 27–June 
8; July 15–28; November 25–December 29. For 2019 it will 
be: May 5–June 1; June 16–August 31)

Normally, a sabbatical would be a time to study and 
recharge. This sabbatical will include those elements, but 
I will also be volunteering my time in our local community. 
My hope is to deal with some of the key issues that I have 
touched during my work on various interfaith councils 
I have served on. These issues include homelessness, 
economic disparity, reasonable gun violence prevention 
legislation, strengthening our environment while dealing 
with the realities of climate change, and a loving approach 
to immigration reform. 

I feel blessed to be able to work on some of these issues 
and I hope to work alongside many of our committed 
congregants who are very engaged in these issues. 

When it comes down to it, as Jews we cannot separate out 
how we treat one another and our Jewish identity. We are 
about action and making the world a better place. Moment 
by moment, action by action, person by person -- we 
can make a difference. I look forward to broadening the 
opportunities to effectively change that which needs to be 
changed. And I look forward to recharging my Rabbi battery 
so that I can better serve you and our Jewish community.

 Rabbi Dana Magat

Words From the Rabbi

Chag Shavuot Sameach!
• Erev Shavuot Confirmation Service 

May 19 at 7:00 PM

 We hope that you will join us for this powerful 

service where you will see how much the 

confirmation class of 2018 has learned!

• Tikkun Leil Shavuot 
May 19, following the Confirmation Service

 Join us for the tradition of Shavuot night study 

sessions. This year our study sessions will be 

taught by Rabbi Magat, Cantor Edmondson, and 

Phil Hankin with members of our Ritual Committee.

• Shavuot morning 

May 20

 Come back for a Shavuot morning and Yizkor 

Service at 9:00 AM 



Bingeing…and a  
Temple revelation?? 

Like many of you I’m sure, my 
family has been swept up in the 
sea change of TV viewing with 
streaming over the last few years. 
The quality, volume, and anytime 
access of all of these on-demand 
(non-broadcast/non-cable) options 
is staggering. Quite honestly, this 

is a perfect example of “…be careful what you ask for – 
you might get it…” How many of us can remember a time in 
the old world of TV when we said to ourselves “… wouldn’t 
it be great to not have to wait a week for the next episode 
and instead see it all now?” Well, someone was listening 
and now our lives can, if we let them, be monopolized 
by any of a thousand different choices at any time, quite 
literally giving us the option to be planted in front of our 
devices indefinitely. There is always something good to 
watch, and if not, you can find something else in a second. 
But for me, getting into one of those binge sessions 
actually brought me back to the real world, and it’s an odd 
story.

Lynn and I recently got hooked on “Silicon Valley,” which 
many of you may already know is a slightly dark, cheeky 
parody of the fast paced high tech life in this area. Yes, 
it pokes fun at valley dwellers’ devotion to career, their 
incessant quest for that big brass ring (or Bitcoin, as the 
case may be), and other seemingly (or at least from the 
viewer standpoint) nonsensical things that go on in our 
area. Up until about 15 years ago, that was me as well, 
taking calls on my cell phone at all hours, traveling all 
over, e-mail until 12:00 AM or later each night, repeating 
it all the next day, and of course fighting the traffic back 
and forth as well. But since I left all that behind, I’ve 
forgotten much of it (including how to deal with and get 
around traffic at key times – a useful skill now lost). But 
watching Silicon Valley (in 4-5 episode binges – you can’t 
watch just one…) brings memories of that world back, 
and a major realization came with it. This may be just a 
show, but the lives of many of our members include a 
lot of this. And while we all find our rewards in our own 
way, coming to that epiphany for me also highlighted 
the major commitment all of our Temple volunteers have 
for the congregation. Everyone (despite either working 
in careers or retired to a new phase of life) seems to be 
phenomenally busy but somehow manages to also be 
involved with Temple programs/projects. For me, trying to 

resolve some Temple issue and reaching out to another 
involved member always gives a snappy response – a 
phone call answered on the third ring, a message returned 
in a few hours, or an e-mail reply before the next day – 
and is pretty much what I’ve come to see, day in and day 
out. All of our volunteers get it, and in now my fourth year 
as president, it’s amazing to watch as things just get done. 
You sit in meetings, discuss goals and objectives, and then 
everyone goes off and things happen, and they happen in 
a big way, on time, and done not just right, but also very 
well. For me, that is what I am most grateful for. 

So as I close out my fourth and final year as President 
of the Temple Emanu-El Board of Trustees, I offer a very 
sincere thank you to all of our volunteers for everything 
you do for our community, big and small. Well done.

Andrew Weinberg

From the President
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Save the Date
The Temple Emanu-El Annual Meeting,  

the TEAMYs, will be held on  

Sunday, June 10, at 11:00 AM.

Hosted by the 2017-2018  

Board of Trustees.

A delicious lunch will be provided.

Also, see the premiere of the  

2017-2018 Highlights Video!
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At the end of this month, we 
will have the distinct honor 
of witnessing a momentous, 
pivotal moment in the lives of 
seven adults and their families. 
These seven individuals will 
each become Bar or Bat Mitzvah 
– a Son or Daughter of the 
Commandment. 

Imagine learning a whole new language, then having 
to sing in that language, then discovering that you have 
to continue to sing in that language, but we’re going 
to take the vowels away! Now, we ask young children 
approaching the age of thirteen to accomplish this feat 
every day. But to carry out this task as an adult is not the 
easiest of achievements. 

The idea of becoming a Bar or Bat Mitzvah at an age that 
is considerably older than thirteen is a scary one. One 
doesn’t simply consider what he or she must learn or 
even the singing and speaking in front of others. Just the 
idea of working very hard to do what a thirteen-year-old is 
supposed to do can be off-putting. As adults, most of us 
have even more of a difficult time than thirteen-year-olds 
when it comes to making ourselves vulnerable in front of 
others. 

For this group of six, becoming a Bar or Bat Mitzvah was 
never about “becoming an adult in the eyes of the Jewish 

community.” Our community already sees them as adults, 
many of whom have raised or are raising Jewish children 
of their own. So to then keep up with all the responsibilities 
that come with being adult in our world today, and to also 
make time to practice Hebrew and write a D’var Torah 
is more than commendable. Each of them has their own 
reasoning for taking this next step in their Judaism. For 
some, it’s a confirmation of their Judaism. For others, it’s a 
journey of discovering how Judaism does and could play 
into their everyday lives.

No matter what their motivation for starting down this path, 
the seven of them have come together in a beautiful, 
loving way in which one uplifts the other. From my 
perspective as a cantor witnessing this group, what I see 
is the essence of how community is built. Of course this 
group has shared experiences – they learned Hebrew and 
the prayers together. But more than that, they have shared 
their vulnerabilities with one another and helped carry 
each other down this path towards achievement wherein 
they each expanded how Judaism takes place in their 
individual lives.

The Rabbi and I are profoundly proud of them, and we 
look forward with full hearts and great anticipation to how 
they will continue to be a part of and contribute to our 
Jewish community. Mazal tov to Jessica, Liz, Robin, Stacey, 
Shannon, and Suzanne!

Cantor Amanda Edmondson

Cantor Notes

Preschool
One of our favorite preschool 
stories is “How Dalia Put a Big 
Yellow Comforter Inside a Tiny 

Blue Box” by Linda Heller. In the story, Dalia 
teaches her little brother Yossi the importance 
and the joy of giving tzedakah. As a school 
we recently joined together to hear the story 
of Dalia, and each child then created their 
very own tzedakah box! Over the next month 
the children will all be collecting tzedakah to 
bring to our End of Year Potluck Dinner in May 
where they will combine their efforts and then 
vote for which organization they would like to 
help. I love the willing hearts of our preschool 
families!!!

Barbara Smead | Barbara@templesanjose.org
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This D’var Torah was given by David Heiman 
at the April 3, 2018 Board of Trustees Meeting.

This week’s parashah, Sh’mini 
(Leviticus 9:1-11:47), begins with God 
instructing Aaron and his sons to offer 
a series of sacrifices to atone for any 
sins the people may have committed. 
God goes into very specific detail on 
the types of animals sacrificed, how 
they should be sacrificed, and the 
purpose of the sacrifices. The next 
section recounts how Aaron’s sons, 
Nadab and Abihu, make an elaborate 
production of the required sacrifices. 
Apparently, the ceremony did not 
please God and Nadab and Abihu 
were consumed by the sacrificial fires. 
In the third part of the parashah, the 
subject abruptly changes and Moses 
and Aaron are instructed in the laws 
of kashrut. God tells them what can 
be eaten, what cannot be eaten, what 
is pure, what is impure, and how to 
deal with anything or anyone who 
comes into contact with impure food 
or impure animals.

The middle section of this parashah 
seems a little out of context when 
compared with the beginning and 
ending sections. It is as if an editor 
just stuck the section between the 
two sets of instructions, how and what 
to sacrifice and what to eat and not to 
eat. Many Torah commentators have 
written on this parashah referring to 
it as a Torah “sandwich”. The two 
pieces of bread for the sandwich 
are the two highly ritualized and 
structured passages describing the 
sacrifices and the laws of kashrut. The 
meaty middle section of the parashah 
is the description of the “alien fire” 
that consumes Nadab and Abihu.

While it seems rather arbitrary and 
capricious for God to kill Aaron’s 
sons, there is a bit of backstory. 
Nadab and Abihu are first introduced 
in Exodus 24:1, where the two sons, 
along with Moses, Aaron and 68 
other elders of Israel are invited 
to ascend and meet the Eternal. In 
Sh’mini, it is written that Nadab and 

Abihu conducted the sacrifices with 
unbridled enthusiasm and joy. Did the 
two sons think they could remain in 
the presence of the Eternal through 
their fervor during the sacrifices? 
Did they think they could imitate the 
Eternal himself by conducting such an 
elaborate ceremony?

Or perhaps this parashah is telling 
us that there is certainly a place for 
this kind of passion but it must be 
controlled so not as to cause us 
to lose our perspective. Judaism 
has sustained us over the years 
as a result of being mindful of 
boundaries. That is not to say that 
we cannot question or wrestle with 
those boundaries, or celebrate our 
victories and revel in our joy. It is just 
saying that the exercise needs to 
be grounded in the consistency of 
community and family, tradition, and 
standards.

David Heiman

My Take on Torah
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A  Ritual Committee A
As I write this, we are in the middle of Pesach and I have 
recently attended the Second Night Seder, at which 
commenced the counting of the Omer, leading to what 
may be my favorite Jewish holiday, Shavuot.

Shavuot commemorates the giving of the Torah at Mount 
Sinai, seven weeks after leaving Egypt at Passover; as a 
matter of fact, the name of the holiday means “weeks,” 
linking the two holidays together. As it is traditional for 
each of us to think during Passover that we each were 
liberated from slavery ourselves, we should think of having 
been standing at the foot of the mountain to receive 
the Torah. There is a tradition that the souls of all future 
Jews, including converts, were present at the revelation 
at Sinai: “I am making [the covenant] both with those here 
today before Adonai our God, and also with those not 
here today.” (Deut. 29:13) As a Jew by Choice, I find this 
tradition validating: my soul was there; this is my path. I 
remember as I was telling my beit din on the day of my 
conversion about occurrences in my life that absolutely 
indicated to me that I was meant to be Jewish, Rabbi said 
to me, “You were always Jewish. We just needed to make 
it official.” And the story of another convert is associated 
with the holiday: the Book of Ruth is read on Shavuot. 

Shavuot gives us occasion to stand at the foot of the 
mountain and reaffirm our acceptance of the Torah. At 

Temple Emanu El, we have the opportunity to witness the 
public affirmation of some of our young members to our 
faith. The Erev Shavuot service is also the Confirmation 
service for our tenth grade high school students. These 
confirmands lead the service and share their views on 
what it means to be a Reform Jew, how they may have 
been touched by death and how they view God. It is 
always an inspiring and thought provoking service. If you 
have never been, I would highly encourage you to go.

Another tradition of Shavuot is eating dairy. This is 
because the laws prohibiting the mixing of milk and meat 
would have been revealed and there would have been no 
time for kosher preparations for meat. This is observed in 
our community with a cheesecake reception after the Erev 
Shavuot service - Yummy!

Because we received the Torah at dawn, it is customary 
to study Torah the entire night of Shavuot. This is called 
“Tikkun Leil Shavuot” and symbolizes our commitment to 
the Torah, that we are always ready and awake to receive 
the Torah. Study sessions will be held after service and 
cheesecake reception. Erev Shavuot falls on May 19. I 
hope to see you there!

Melenie Noble Pearson, Ritual Committee 

Undocumented persons are currently facing greater risk of 
deportation in the current political environment, and there is 
stepped up activity and increased Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) activity particularly in sanctuary cities, 
counties and states.

The Accompaniment program at Temple Emanu-El is part 
of our Tikun Olam and was formed to assist undocumented 
immigrants who are threatened with detention and/or living in 
fear of deportation, and the families that they may be leaving 
behind. In March, the Temple Board directed $5K that will 
directly assist families in Santa Clara County including those 
who are in financial need due to immigration concerns.

Our Accompaniment program is part of PACT’s solidarity 
network of 70 religious organizations, throughout Santa 
Clara County, and the Rapid Response Network. PACT 
dispatchers will alert us to families within our community 
who are in need of accompaniment. 

Initially two volunteer facilitators, representing the 
Accompaniment Team, will meet with the family to 
determine what specific and tangible assistance can be 
realistically provided by this committee and other Temple 
congregants. The team will also identify and refer other 
resources that can be provided by nonprofits and third-
parties. 

We expect that the families we assist may need practical 
and financial support such as: cooking meals, purchasing 
food, paying rent, utilities and gasoline, driving children to 
school, and transporting family members to other services. 
In addition, the families may need access to medical and 
mental health services, and help finding legal representation 
and other resources, accompaniment to ICE meetings and/
or court hearings, and assistance with telling their story. 

Catherine Edwards | catherine9257@gmail.com

Accompaniment Program at Temple Emanu-El
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When I was a child, in the previous millennium, camp was a central part 
of my Jewish identity growing up. Later, I even returned to work as a 
counselor and waterfront director during and after high school. I still 
maintain friends and memories from those years at Camp Shalom in 
Great Barrington, MA. Although my camp is gone, our rival neighbor, 
Camp Eisner is still there and part of the URJ camp network. This 
personal connection drives my continued desire to see our youth at 
Temple Emanu El be able to experience that unique lifestyle that we 
generically call “Camp”.

This was a great year for the Youth Enrichment Fund (YEF). We gave out 
a record 15 scholarships totaling over $6000 to our students who are 
attending various Jewish Summer experiences. In addition to our large 
contingent of 21 students attending Camp Newman, we have students 
attending Camp Tawonga, Macabee Sports Camp, and NFTY Sci-Tech 
Camp in Israel.

All students who applied received a minimum enrichment award of $108 
(Chai*6) and many received additional financial and merit scholarships. 
Camp Newman matches these awards providing a significant offset 
to the cost of attending camp. This year we also decided to award 2 
special merit scholarships for $1000 to especially deserving students.

Both of our special merit winners are actively involved in Temple and 
are returning campers this summer. The first student was Kira Kalbfeld 
who wrote “I love nature and being Jewish. Shabbat night is an amazing 
experience that is meaningful to me. The synagogue is outside in the 
woods. I love praying in the woods because I feel closer to God there.” 

The other student was Samantha Wiesner, who has been exceptionally 
involved in helping adapt our teen program to maintain engagement with 
our youth. She wrote, “I get a different experience of Judaism from being 
around camp tunes and prayers. Camp is an energy and a force that 
brings joy and fun and creates a love of Judaism. Camp is the ability to 
understand each other’s differences and realize we’re all going through 
our own lives, and yet still bond and become close and connected.”

It is truly an honor and a privilege to help our youth extend their Jewish 
involvement through the summer months. Camp provides an unequaled 
place where they can feel and express their Jewishness openly and 
nurture that part of their soul. 

I also want to thank all of our donors who contribute regularly to the 
Youth Enrichment Fund to make these scholarships possible. I also want 
to give a special thank you to Sisterhood and Brotherhood who make 
large annual donations to the fund. Phil and I hope we can continue 
this tradition for many years to come so that camp becomes a common 
bond for all of our religious school students and make enrichment 
scholarship a permanent part of the Religious school benefit. 

L’Dor V’Dor 
Greg Turetzky, YEF Chairman

YEF Supports Jewish  
Summer Experiences

Merry big eScrip 
news. Lucky 
has dropped 
its Shares 
program and is 
now an eScrip 
supporter, 
as well as 

Save Mart and 
Foodmaxx! Of 

course, let’s not forget Lunardi’s. Check 
online for more grocers, restaurants, and 
all other merchants. Go to escrip.com and 
click on Where to Earn. Surf around the 
site. Follow the prompts and be surprised!

The eScrip nationwide program ... over 
$400 million raised and still growing. 
Thank you to all our supporters of this 
dynamic program! You are helping us 
reach our fundraising goals by shopping 
and eating at eScrip merchants. Don’t 
forget to use your registered credit/debit 
cards! 

The eScrip Online Mall program ... Now 
better than ever with amazing stores and 
exclusive offers, just a click away on the 
home page, www.escrip.com for all our 
online shoppers. 

The eScrip Dining program ... Just use your 
registered credit/debit card when dining. 
Go to escrip.com and visit the Dining 
Program to find your favorite restaurants.

If you are not already a loyal supporter 
of Temple’s eScrip program, register at 
www.escrip.com. Temple Emanu-El. ID# 
is 136985180. You may just need our zip 
code 95126.

.Lorie Kaplan, eScrip coordinator, 
408.267.4563

in the Merry, Merry 
Month of May
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Brotherhood
This “spring” Brotherhood has been as active as ever. 
More so. By the way, we hope everyone had an amazing 
Passover and an inspiring Shavuot.

Mitzvah Day was a huge success once again and 
Brotherhood captured the spirit of the event with our 
annual Blood Drive and Taco Feed. Thinking back 
to Passover, I believe the Hillel Matzo and Charoset 
sandwich, a tradition in my family, may have been the 
inspiration for tacos. Could have been! Research indicates 
that taco shells were created in the 1950’s so we predate 
that by a few thousand years.

As is our culinary tradition, Brotherhood also supported 
the end-of-religious school BBQ. A new activity trending in 
the organization is attendance at sporting events. Keep an 
eye open for an upcoming A’s game with Jewish Heritage 
implications.

If you have any non-traditional gardening experience, 
please come to our next meeting. We are working with 
EESY on a vertical garden to be located on the Temple 
grounds. The summer services in the courtyard are 
especially pleasant and the garden will be a visible display 
of an excellent joint project.

On the administrative side of the ledger, Brotherhood 
has presented and adopted a new slate of officers. Zach 
Szereszewski continues as our president, Shannon 
Brown will serve as Vice President, Dan Lee is our highly 
energetic and accurate Secretary and David Goldberg will 
take over as Treasurer. Thanks so much to all of them for 
being so involved.

Have a wonderful summer and see you at the back-to-
religious school BBQ in the fall.

Steve Wernick

Mitzvah Project
April 21 to May 20
Upcoming Bar Mitzvah student, Evan 
Dworkin, is collecting board and 
card games for Sunday Friends. This 
organization is looking for gently used 
or new educational type games for their 
clients to play and take home. Please 
look through games you no longer play 
and donate them the next time you’re at 
Temple! There will be a box located in the 
sanctuary foyer to drop off your donations 
from April 21 to May 20. Thank you in 
advance for your help!

Oneg Sponsors

March 6, 2018 | Families of the 4th and 5th grade classes in honor of their 
participation in tonight’s service; Hugh Silin in memory of Beatrice Silin; Susan, 
Henry, and Leigh Walaszczyk in memory of Barbara Grossman

March 13, 2018 | The Mendel and Saltzman families in memory of Sharon Persich

March 20, 2018 | The Bzostek family in honor of Lia’s Bat Mitzvah; The Frederick 
Family in memory of Peggy Frederick; The Gold Family in memory of Sheila Gold; 
Nancy Gerston in memory of my uncle Abraham Borts

March 27, 2018 | Andrew Weinberg and The Board of Trustees; The Silin Family in 
memory of Simon Silin
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Sisterhood Second Night Seder Recap
In March, we reached out to our current 
members via Evite to cast a vote to 
update our Bylaws. The deadline was 
set for May 1. If you did not get an Evite 
or would like to cast your vote in writing, 
please contact Sisterhood by calling 
408-615-1605 by May 15, to cast your 
vote. The Bylaws and Standing Rules 
were posted on the main Temple website 
and linked to the Evite which directed 
voters to the documents to read over 
before casting their vote. 

On March 25, we provided ritual foods 
for the Religious School “Passover 
Experience” event. Thanks to Leslie 
Solomon and Melenie Pearson. And 
speaking of Passover, on Thursday, April 
5, Sisterhood ladies and guests took 
part in our annual Women’s Seder, which 
celebrates the women of the Passover 
story. Thanks again to Leslie, Melenie 
and Janis Decker for coordinating food 
and to Laura Danoff-Robinson for leading 
the service. Special thanks to Matthew 
Dworkin of EESY for supporting the event 
in the kitchen.

On June 3 Sisterhood will be hosting our 
Annual Donor Luncheon at Temple in 
the Temple Social Hall. Our new Board 
will be nominated. Congratulations to 
our Lee Axelrad Malach Award recipient 
Debra Ransier for going “Above and 
Beyond” in volunteering. Our Woman of 
Valor Award will be presented to Melenie 
Pearson who has demonstrated the 
ideals of tikkun olam for the past 10 years. 
Come hear the personal stories of cancer 
survivors as we honor their courage. 
“Go pink” attire is encouraged. Enjoy a 
delicious lunch catered by Dave Wiesner 
of Siena Bistro. Look for your invite in the 
mail. 

Upcoming Events:

Tot Shabbat May 18, 2018

Donor Luncheon June 3, 2018  
 11:00 AM – 2:00 PM

Jan Phinick

On Saturday, March 31 at 5:00 PM, Temple Emanu-El hosted the 
annual Second Night Community Seder. Over 130 people were in 
attendance and enjoyed a delicious meal, great conversations, and the 
Passover holiday.
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May has arrived and the religious 
school year will be ending on May 
6. What does this mean? Summer 
vacation? – yep. Planning for 
next year? – yep. Cleaning my 
office? – yep. Spending time 
at URJ Camp Newman? – not 
this summer – I will be working 

as faculty at both 6-Points Camps in Southern California 
(Sports and Sci-Tech). Going to the bank to deposit the 
tzedakah collected by the school and in turn writing 
checks to the organizations that the students wish to send 
the money to? – yep. All these things and more constitute 
the end of the school year. It is a time to recharge the 
batteries, reflect upon a successful school year, and refine 
the plans that will be implemented for next 
year. So what can you look forward to for 
school year 5779?:

 Come to the parents’ meeting on 
Sunday, May 6 to find out what is in 
store for next year, and to provide 
feedback on this year

Rabbi, Cantor, and I are working hard 
to keep the educational program fresh 
and exciting for all. In addition, there has 
been a task force (made up of parents, 
teachers, and teens) that has been 
working all year on the topic of Post B’nai 
Mitzvah Teen Engagement. A plan will 
be in place, which we intend to debut 
at this meeting as well. We cannot rest 
on our laurels; we are always looking 
for ways to keep TEE’s Religious School 
fresh and edgy. Much of what each of you 
see every year comes from discussions 
during my weekly meetings with Rabbi 
Magat, as well as my monthly meetings 
with our Education Committee. This is 
one of the most important committees 
within the synagogue structure. Our 
outgoing committee chair, Kim Jackman, 
our outgoing VP of Education, Alissa 
Meltzer, our incoming committee chair, 
Mira Karp, our incoming VP of Education, 
Sherri Wiesner, Rabbi Magat, Cantor 
Edmondson, and I are always looking 
for fresh perspectives from the parent 
constituency. If you have a desire to join 
us next year, the time commitment is short 

but the impact is long lasting. Please give me a call or 
send me an email to discuss your interest.

Come join us for our annual Teacher Appreciation Shabbat 
on Friday May 4. This will be your opportunity to celebrate 
the accomplishments of our hard working teaching 
staff! Also, please join us for our end of the school year 
celebration on Sunday May 6. Hear about all the new 
things that will be taking place for next year, see the 
ending assembly with the kids (including the end of the 
year slide show), and enjoy a free BBQ lunch provided by 
our outstanding Brotherhood. Now is the time to spread 
the word in the community about how TEE is the place to 
be in the South Bay! Have a great summer!

.Phil Hankin

Religious School

O P E N  

H O U S E  

A N D  B B Q
J O I N  O U R  R E L I G I O U S  S C H O O L  
F A M I L I E S  F O R  A N  E N D - O F - T H E -  
S C H O O L - Y E A R  D E L I C I O U S  B B Q  
L U N C H  A N D  F U N  F O R  T H E  K I D S .    

C O M E  T O U R  T H E  T E M P L E  A N D  
F A C I L I T I E S ,  M E E T  O U R  C L E R G Y ,  
L E A D E R S H I P ,  A N D  
C O N G R E G A T I O N ,  A N D  H A V E  F U N  
I N  T H E  P R O C E S S .  
P R O S P E C T I V E  M E M B E R S  A R E  
W E L C O M E  A N D  W E ’ D  L O V E  T O  
S E E  Y O U  T H E R E .  N O  R S V P  I S  
R E Q U I R E D .  

S U N D A Y ,  M A Y  6  A T
1 2 : 3 0  P M
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Those who have died recently

Margaret Gagle, mother of Pamela Hoffman

And those we have lost in years past

May 4 | Gertrude Altman, Martin Baer, Mollie Bain, Mollie 
Bain, Claire Basist, Barton Dafoe, Freida Ida Engleman, 
Hirsch Engleman, Ellis Forbes, Abraham Friedman, Gerald 
Gagle, Jack Gardner, Eleanore Goldfinger, Jeannette 
Josephs, Samuel Kahn, Alexandra Kanciruk, Leonard Katz, 
Dr. Robert (Bob) Kirshbaum, Louis Leven, Phyllis Levy, Nathan 
Litman, Isaac Miller, Jamie Beth Nussbaum, Nathan Polock, 
Bernice Richman, Carmen Rousso, Philip Ruby, Rohi Sahim, 
Max Schwalbe, Gilbert Senigaglia, Albert I Silver, Max Simans, 
Sarah Simon, Robert Tobias, Malvin Weiss, Robert Wooten

May 11 | Sanford Alaynick, Morris Atlas, Morton Barr, Philip 
Basist, Steve Berman, Marcus Joel Bernstein, Sophie Blumer, 
Emanuel Cohen, Albert Diamondstone, Anita Eisenberg, 
Margo Goldberg, Edith Goldeen, Dr. Philip Green, Marguerite 
Heldt, Helen Hersch, Dora Kaisel, Elvira Kakis, Jacob Ari 
Katz, Eddie Koppel, Nettie Lee, Kate Levin, Sydney Levin, 
David Levine, Frederick Lissak, Jack Mackay, Gary Melmon, 
Rebecca Miller, Jean Modiano, Bluma Nadel, Joy Newman, 
Jerome (Jerry) Prizant, John Puopolo, Doris Rosenberg, 
Joseph Rosenberg, Isaac Rousso, Steven Rutherford, Sarra 
Saltzman, Julius Schatten, Mort Schorr, Irina Shpigel, Max 
Sucher, Philip Svigals, Howard Swartz, Samuel Telson, Aileen 
Teren, Irwin Tuttelman, Max David Yampol, Norman Zinker

May 18 | Aaron Abelson, Juliet Roy Bloom, Max Boxer, Lollie 
Shaffer Brickner, Ruth Bryman, Ida Clayton, Mr. Neil Crotty, 
Marilyn Feinstein, George I. Frank, Mae Citron Gordon, W.C. 
Grammer, Bernard Hawk, Joe Jaffee, Craig Karnal, Martin 
Kirschenbaum, Anna C. Lax, Rachel Leiter, Abe Lerner, 
Florence Libglid, Kate Mamon, Phyllis Messinger, Edith 
Nissman, Robyn Noble, Peter Patterson, Sheldon Prizant, 
Samuel Renkosinsky, Tony Rose, Burton Rubenstein, Solomon 
Sahim, Elfriede Schimek, Herbert Hermann Schwalbe, Meyer 
Simon, Frances Vilutis, Charleen Weinstein, Ruth Wiseman

May 25 | Jack Abrams, Lorraine Actor, Rosalyn Applebaum, 
Frances Atlas, Elsie Ball, Louis Ball, Anna Becker, Shirley 
Berger, Bernie Bernstein, Meyer Bloom, Adam Cintz, 
Adeline Cohen, Edward F. Feigon, Charlotte Fisher, Beatrice 
Fishman, Julian Forster, Judy Foxman, Jennie Gillen, Sarah 
Goide, Al Golden, Joel Goldfarb, Blossom Goldman, Leon 
Gordon, Ethel Hirsch, Ida Horshman, Rose Hubert, Eileen 
Jackel, Howard Just, Gertrude Kulakofsky, Louis Lepausky, 
Leslie Lerner, Mrs. Geraldine Levy, Ethel Lindauer, Emanuel 
Mauskopf, Carl McClure, Grace Migdol, Dr. Sam Miller, Golda 
Miller, Randy Reiser, Leon Rubin, Minnie Schaffer, Oscar Shev, 
Abraham J. Shragge, Franziska Steinberg, Ethel Swartz, 
Bertha Treister, Rose Yzhaki

We Remember
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South Bay Institute  
Lecture Series

May 8, 2018 at Temple Emanu-El 
7:00 PM – 9:00 PM

Jessica Zitter, Extreme Measures: Finding A Better Path  
to the End of Life. An ICU and Palliative Care specialist  

offers a framework for a better way to exit life that  
could change our medical culture at the deepest level. 

Tickets $12 (member discount price $8).

Tickets available at  
https://apjcc.org/communities/arts/speaker-series/

Save the Date
for  

Graduation Rock Shabbat
Featuring the musical stylings of our Rock 
Shabbat Band!  An innovative and joyous worship 
experience with musicians (piano, percussion, 
guitars, trombone, etc.) and singers joining Rabbi 
Dana Magat and Cantor Amanda Edmondson. 
Congregational singing is definitely encouraged, 
as is dancing in the aisles.  Join us as we welcome 
the Sabbath in a fun and lively manner.  

This Rock Shabbat Service will take place on 
Friday, June 8 at 7:30 PM and will honor all our 
seniors graduating from High School.  A wine and 
cheese event will take place at 6:30 PM preceding 
the service.

https://apjcc.org/communities/arts/speaker-series/
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Alvin Ravel Garden Fund

Sally Ravel, in memory of Bea Levy

Annual Campaign
Steven Krandel

William and Anita Medeiros

Betty Rinsler Religious School 
Endowment Fund

Mildred Wolfson, in memory of  
Walter Wolfson

Beverly Jordan Temple Beautification 
Fund

Elsie Levin George and Janice Levin, in 
memory of Emmy Lou Levin

Endowment Fund

Jacob and Pauline Braunstein, in memory of 
Charles Rubin

Marvin and Joan Fox, in honor of Ruth Fox’s 
birthday

Facilities For Aged Fund

Rubin and Arlene Jurman, in honor of the 
90th birthday of Rita Loren

General Fund
Robert and Maggie Cant

Steve A and Rhea Carter, in memory of  
Harry Hagler

Marc and Melissa Israel

Alan Ashlay Miller, in memory of Ruth Miller

Ethel Ress, in memory of Harry Simon

Ethel Ress, in memory of Albert Simon

Jay Rubenstein, in memory of  
Helen D. Rubenstein

Jay Rubenstein, in memory of  
Alex Mendizabel

Harriet Saltzman, in memory of  
Sharon Persich

Henry and Debra Watkins

JEM chapter of BBYO, Thank you for sharing 
your beautiful space! We really appreciate 
all of your help and kindness before and 
after the March For Our Lives weekend.

Harold Cahn Prayerbook Fund

Dr. Marvin and Marilyn Alkin, in memory of 
Faye Alkin Gendzel

Dr. Marvin and Marilyn Alkin, in memory of 
Hy Alkin

Israel Scholarship Fund

Deborah Katzman, in memory of  
Shirley Brenner

Judith Jurman Omens Cemetery 
Beautification Fund

Rubin and Arlene Jurman, in memory of 
Harry Miller

Rubin and Arlene Jurman, in memory of 
William Jurman

Selma Karchem, in memory of  
Judith Ann Karchem

Ethel Ress, in memory of Emma Simon

Kenneth Gordon Children’s Prayerbook 
Fund

Chris and Michele Healey Eaton, in memory 
of Harold Gold

Prayerbook Tributes

Dr. & Mrs. Lawrence Ross and family, in 
memory of Selma Benson

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

Jacques and Betty Adler, in honor of  
Manny Siegler’s 90th birthday

Ron and Kristi Blumstein, on the occasion 
of Justin Blumstein earning the Boy Scout 
Eagle rank

Neal Eisenberg, in memory of  
Meyer Eisenberg

Neal Eisenberg, in memory of  
Anita Eisenberg

Joseph and Michelle Gabriel, in honor of the 
anniversary of Pauline and Jake Braunstein

Ina Jacobson, in memory of Ralph Jacobson

Lorie Kaplan, in memory of Nathan Litman

David and Linda Mighdoll, in loving memory 
of Mom, Virginia (Ginny) Mighdoll

Stacey Clark Ohara, in memory of  
Ruth and Al Clark

Suzy and Moti Rieber, in honor of  
Manny Siegler’s special birthday and  
Ginny and Manny Siegler’s wedding 
anniversary

Lori Rush, in memory of Gertrude Stivelman 
and Lena Kovalsky

Scholar in Residence Fund

Robert and Maggie Cant, in memory of  
Irvin Becker

Thank You for Your Generous Contributions

 This list includes contributions made on or between 03/17/2018–04/13/2018.

If you would like to make a contribution, visit www.templesanjose.org

Do you have difficulty hearing 
the services in the Sanctuary?

If so, please inform a 

service usher, service greeter, or a 

custodian and they will gladly  

provide you with a listening device 

that will amplify the sound.



Gloria Melmon Ascher
Realtor
BRE#00613382

Cell 408.781.8624
Office	 408.741.1111	x604
Fax	 408.741.1199
gascher@apr.com

12772	Saratoga-Sunnyvale	Road
Suite	1000
Saratoga,	CA	95070
www.GloriaAscher.com

REALTORS

CCTO

www.cavetocellar.com

Order online 
today!

Cave to Cellar
French     Wines

Artisnal wines 
for every day,

Gifts,
Holidays!

Champagne • Rhone
Burgundy • Beaujolais

Jewish Family Services Home Care 

Competitive rates 
 

homecare@jfssv.org 
(408) 556-0600 

 

 Personal care 
Domestic duties 
Transportation 
Companionship 
Mobility 
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If you would like to advertise in  

Temple Emanu-El’s Connections

contact Megan Hendrickson at  

megan@templesanjose.org.
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Clergy____________________________________________________________
Dana Magat | Senior Rabbi – rabbimagat@templesanjose.org

Amanda Edmondson | Cantor – cantoramanda@templesanjose.org

Joseph Gitin, D.D. (z”l) | Rabbi Emeritus

Committee Chairs__________________________________________________
Bobi Levine | Havurah Coordinator – havurah@templesanjose.org

Dan Lee | Membership Commitment – dues@templesanjose.org

Uri Gottfeld | Facilities – facilities@templesanjose.org

Debbie Michels | Marketing – marketing@templesanjose.org

Maggie Cant | Ritual – ritual@templesanjose.org

Robert Levy | Tikkun Olam – to@templesanjose.org

Debbie Michels | Membership – membership@templesanjose.org

Enrique Guadiamos | Leadership Development – leadership@templesanjose.org

Kim Jackman | Religious School – rscommittee@templesanjose.org

Fagie Rosen and Harriet Saltzman | Caring Committee – caring@templesanjose.org

Robin Feinman-Marino | Fundraising Committee – fundraising@templesanjose.org

Joe Riggio | Endowment Committee – endowment@templesanjose.org

Denise Moreno | Preschool Committee – pscommittee@templesanjose.org

Staff_____________________________________________________________
Stephanie Pollock | Executive Director – stephanie@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 ext. 233

Barbara Smead | Director, Early Childhood Education – barbara@templesanjose.org | 408-293-8660 | #434404443

Phil Hankin | Director of Education – phil@templesanjose.org | 408-292-3223

Shantha Smith | Bookkeeper – shantha@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 x235

Megan Hendrickson | Marketing & Communications Coordinator – megan@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 ext. 234

Wayne Rose and Cherie Ravel | Cemetery Administrators – cherie@templesanjose.org | 408-674-5867

Board of Trustees__________________________________________________
Andrew Weinberg | President – president@templesanjose.org

Ilene Tucker | VP Administration – vpadmin@templesanjose.org

Debbie Michels | VP Membership – vpmembership@templesanjose.org

Alissa Meltzer | VP Education & Youth – vprey@templesanjose.org

Edgardo Laber | Secretary – secretary@templesanjose.org

David Heiman | Treasurer – treasurer@templesanjose.org

Auxiliaries________________________________________________________
Zach Szereszewski | Brotherhood President – brotherhood@templesanjose.org

Janet Phinick | Sisterhood President – sisterhood@templesanjose.org

Matthew Dworkin | EESY President – youthgroup@templesanjose.org

CONNECTIONS is published 10 times a year by Temple Emanu-El, 1010 University Ave., San Jose, CA 95126. 

Award/Operating and Tribute Funds
General Fund
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Alvin Ravel Garden Fund
Beverly Jordan Temple Beautification Fund
Judith Jurman Omens Cemetery 

Beautification Fund
Lou and Clara Juren Library Fund
Ralph Goldeen Library Fund
Endowment Fund

Religious Funds
Harold Cahn Prayerbook Fund
Kenneth Gordon Children’s Prayerbook Fund
Susanne & Maurice Tucker High Holy Days 

Music Fund
Ida F. Kragen Consecration and Caring Fund

Youth Funds
Religious School Fund
Religious School Enrichment Fund
Betty Rinsler Religious School
Endowment Fund
Weintraub Religious School Scholarship Fund
Campership Fund
Leonard and Bernice Gaon Campership Fund
Michael Elman Campership Fund
Milton Fox Campership Fund
Phyllis Matzner Campership Fund
Israel Scholarship Fund
Susanne C. Blickman Arts and Crafts Fund
Sid Rosenberg Religious School Senior Trip 

Fund

Cultural Funds
Choir Fund
Phyllis Omel Junior Choir Fund
Bertram Berns Music Fund
Shank-Rockman Family Sound System Fund
Scholar in Residence Fund

Community Funds
Facilities for the Aged Fund (Chai House)
JoAnne Salman-Tehrani Homeless Fund

Other Tribute Opportunities
$36 - Prayerbook Tribute
$218/$500/$750 - Tree of Life
Leaf/small/large rock
$500 - Sanctuary Chair Plaque
$750 - Memorial Plaque  

 (in sanctuary foyer)

Opportunities in 
Levin Learning Center
$5,000 - Stair Plaque
$10,000 - Library Column Dedication
$25,000 - Room Dedication

Contact the Admin team for 
additional opportunities.

Making a contribution to one of Temple Emanu-El’s many funds is a wonderful way to 
honor your friends and family. You may make contributions in honor of a birth, a birthday, 
brit milah, baby naming, Bar/Bat Mitzvah, confirmation, graduation, engagement, 
wedding, anniversary, promotion, new home, special occasion or just because. You may 
also make contributions for get-well wishes, condolences, remembrances and yahrzeits.
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