
 
 March Service 
Schedule
Friday, March 2

6:00 PM Shabbatluck Dinner

7:00 PM Erev Shabbat Family  
 Service with 4th and 5th  
 Grades

Saturday, March 3

9:00 AM 6th Grade Minyan and  
 Shabbaton

Friday, March 9

7:00 PM Erev Shabbat Service  
 with Edmondson Baby  
 Naming

Saturday, March 10

9:00 AM Baby Shabbat

Friday, March 16

6:00 PM Tot Shabbat with  
 Catered Dinner

7:00 PM Erev Shabbat Service  
 with Rabbi Sermon

Friday, March 23

6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat Service

Saturday, March 24

9:00 AM 5th Grade Minyan and  
 Shabbaton

Saturday, March 31

9:00 AM Shabbat Morning and  
 Pesach Minyan

5:00 PM Community Second  
 Night Passover Seder

1010 University Ave., San Jose, CA 95126 

408-292-0939 

www.templesanjose.org

facebook.com/templesanjose 

twitter.com/templesanjose 

admin@templesanjose.org

 

Temple Emanu-El’s Second Night Seder 
Saturday, March 31, 2018 at 5:00 PM 

 
It’s time to read from the Haggadah, enjoy a warm seder and have a joyous time with 
your friends, family and loved ones at Temple Emanu-El as we explore the story of 
the Exodus from Egypt. Passover dinner served; bring your own wine. Vegetarian 
meals available upon request. Everyone is welcome so bring everyone you know. 
Reserve your seat(s) online at www.templesanjose.org or mail in a check with the 
completed form below to:           Temple Emanu-El  
                                                      1010 University Ave.  
                                                    San Jose, CA 95126 

Questions? Please call us at (408) 292-0939 
Register by March 23, 2018 

 
 Name: _________________________________________________________ 
Address: ________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
Phone: ___________________________________________ 
 
# of Temple Members ________ x $42 = $__________ 
# of Non-Member _________ x $47 = $__________ 
# of Children (ages 5-10) ______ x $20 = $_______ 
# of Children (4 and under) ______ = Free, we just need a count. 
 
Total Enclosed: $___________  

Connections
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Each year during spring time we are blessed with the 
gift of Pesach (Passover). Pesach is one of the great holy 
days we have as a people. The theme of redemption and 
freedom are woven throughout the powerful story of our 
Exodus from Egypt. We are commanded in the book of 
Exodus to retell this story as a reminder of our freedom 
and to help the next generation understand that there is a 
price for freedom as well as a responsibility to ensure that 
every human being experiences freedom. 

Although I normally do not keep Kosher, during Pesach it 
has been our family’s tradition to keep Kosher L’ Pesach 
(Kosher for Passover). I started this in my home many years 
ago because I felt that my children needed more than just 
a couple of Seders to drive the point home. By keeping 
Kosher for the week of Pesach, we recognize that our 
freedom is a blessing and a responsibility. So too, we must 
understand that our freedom is connected to everyone 
else’s freedom. We are not truly free until all people are 
free! That is why I have always appreciated adding the 
fourth Matzah to our Seder table, which I believe began 
in the 70’s, originally representing those in the Soviet 
Union who were not free to experience their Pesach. This 
evolved to Ethiopian Jews and then to other peoples, like 
those in Darfur. It seems every Pesach there is a group 
of people who are being mistreated by someone in our 
world. We do not have to look far to see how others are 
mistreated. We can see it in our beloved community. 

Pesach is a time for us to consider the “stranger” amongst 
us. We know how it is to be the stranger, having been a 
stranger in Egypt, and many other places! I would hope 
that each of us during Pesach when we take that first bite 
of Matzah, would take a moment and think about those in 
our community who are not treated the way they deserve 
and should be treated. This could be a homeless person, 
someone who lost a family member to a deportation, 
someone with mental illness, a disabled person trying to 

make her way home, a veteran who feels abandon by his 
country, a student at San Jose State who has nowhere to 
live, a grandparent who isolated and alone…

Pesach is a time to embrace the stranger and to welcome 
them into our homes. And of course, Pesach is also a 
time to breath in those special smells, cook those unique 
recipes, and enjoy meaningful rituals. Pesach is also a 
time to embrace those unique “gem moments” with our 
dear ones. We never know how many of those moments 
we will be granted. So may this Pesach remind us of our 
rich and beautiful tradition, may we embrace the “gem 
moments” around the Seder, and may we take into our 
heart the message that Pesach reminds us each year…. 
Freedom should not to be taken for granted and it is our 
responsibility to speak up for those who are not truly free. 

Chag Sameach
From our family to yours, Rabbi Dana

Words From the Rabbi

Save the Date
Join Rabbi Magat and  

Cantor Edmondson  
for a Disney Sing-A-Long.

Dress up as your favorite Disney 
character and sing your favorite Disney 
tunes while enjoying delicious treats.

All are welcome

April 22 at 4:00 PM



Connections

3

Out of the blue a month or so 
ago, my daughter asked me 
an odd question – what’s your 
favorite Jewish holiday?? I’m not 
sure about you, but I’m almost 
positive I’ve never really thought 
about it before. But over the few 
weeks following the question 
came back to me a few times. 
Maybe the more interesting 
question might be: 

My favorite Jewish holiday when?? What 
I can remember of the Jewish holidays 
from when I was under 13 was a whirlwind 
of fun and excitement, so from that period 
it might be hard to pick a favorite. What’s 
better – dreidel (gambling???) and presents 
on Chanukah, a parade with the torah on 
Simchat Torah, a carnival and dress up on 
Purim, or the fun of the Afikoman hunt on 
Pesach??? I would have to say that for me, 
and probably almost any Jewish person at 
that stage, Chanukah is the hands down as 
the favorite

By my later teens and early 20’s, I wasn’t really into 
dressing up as Mordechai for the Purim carnival – I was far 
too cool for that. Back then I was grappling with the bigger 
picture, trying to act more grown up at Rosh Hashanah/
Yom Kippur (and pretending to understand the rabbi’s 
sermons-I still didn’t really get it, but at least I stayed 
awake, unlike my dad……). I can remember resolving one 
year that I would, with my own hands (and hammer and 
saw), put up a real sukkah in our backyard (nice thought-
never happened). But while I don’t think I had a favorite 
then holiday then, what I do remember is all the great 
meals that came with them. 

Into my 30’s, Purim, Simchat Torah, etc.,., had become 
distant childhood memories. A basic Jewish identity then 
was good enough for me as I was probably a twice a 
year Jew (Yom Kippur and Rosh Hashanah), and the only 
other holiday contenders were Chanukah or Pesach (I had 
to have my latkes and a seder, either with my family or 
somewhere). It was still about the traditions (maybe fewer 
of them – I was traveling a lot for work in those days) but 
they invariably were an occasion to eat, and do it well. And 
as a professional single engineer (not cooking for myself 
all that often), a big traditional meal (and a good story to go 

with it) was a nice treat. Considering it now, a trend looks 
like it was starting to emerge…. 

And now in my 50’s and a parent, I think I appreciate 
the holidays differently, but maybe not entirely. Through 
my daughter, the last 10+ years have again been that 
excitement and fun of Purim, Simchat Torah, Pesach’s 
Afikomen, and so on. But very honestly, what do I really 
like?? It’s the food, plain and simple. The Chanukah 
presents come and go, and we’re still paying $1 for the 
Afikomen (talk about an unadjusted-for-inflation travesty), 

but it’s the group of us sitting down to enjoy 
what we all have for years – the dishes that 
are special on those days. Even just the 
simple family Shabbat dinner we have every 
Friday night at home – it could be any of a 
number of different dishes, but the challah 
is always there. So I guess I don’t have 
a favorite holiday but I’m hooked on our 
foods? Did my Jewish identity simplify itself 
down to just being in love with the cuisine 
that comes with it?? Of course not, but it sure 
is good – can I have a few more matzah 
balls please???

And on a completely separate note, I have major Temple 
board of trustees news to report. At the January meeting, 
Deborah Zimmer joined the board as our President-
elect which means she has also agreed to become our 
next President on July 1. Her long and dedicated history 
with Temple Emanu-El, understanding of its workings, 
and relationship with its members will help her take our 
congregation to even greater heights. Please join me 
in wishing her Mazel Tov on her new role and we look 
forward to working closer with her in the months and  
years to come…

Andrew Weinberg

From the President

Please join me  

in wishing  

Deborah Zimmer 

Mazel Tov  

on her new role.
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The New Temple  
Roster is Here!
2018 Rosters are here. 

Be sure to get your updated Directory from  

Temple Emanu-El during Friday night services, 

Religious School on Sundays, and the  

Second Night Seder in March!

A  Ritual Committee A
Pesach’s Particular Relevance Today

In this time of sanctuary cities, sanctuary movements, 
and the simple and profound practice of offering 
sanctuary to those at risk, the Passover story offers 
many insights into the Jewish tradition of our homes 
being havens.  

The meaning of “Pesach”, the Hebrew name for the 
holiday of Passover, is “to pass over.”  Certainly, “to 
pass over” is the historically accurate translation, and 
but is it a limited one? An equally valid, and likely older, 
translation is “to have compassion for”, which begs the 
question, “Compassion for whom and how?”

It is in Exodus 12:12-13, where God declares, “And I 
shall pass through the land of Egypt on that night [of 
Passover], and I shall smite every firstborn in the land 
of Egypt from human to animal…and I will see the blood 
[on the doorposts], ufasachti you.…” In this verse, the 
word fasachti indicates that God will “pass over” the 
Jewish houses in Egypt. However, it is a rare word in 
the Bible, and its translation is uncertain.

The first century BCE,  translation of that verse by 
Onkelos uses the word “ve’eychos,” which means “I 
will have compassion.” Another early translator, Targum 
(pseudo-)Yonatan, also translates the word in a number 
of places as “having mercy” (Exodus 12:13; 12:17), and in 
12:23 ufasach as veyagin—to protect.

In Exodus 12:23 it uses the classical translation of “to 
pass over,” while in Exodus 12:13 and 12:27, it uses the 
word for helter/protection. Still other teachers, such as 
Rebbi Yonatan, explain that pasachti means that God 
had mercy on the Jews. 

There is, however, an intriguing suggestion concerning 
this word. As stated emphatically in the Haggadah 
and in Exodus 12:13, God himself killed all the Egyptian 
firstborn sons, so pasachti refers to God, so to speak, 
skipping over the Jewish houses. However, according 
to another verse in Exodus (12:23), it appears that the 
Angel of Death, not God, carried out the killing of the 
firstborn. In 12:23, the Bible states that God “ufasach 
the entrance and He will not permit the destroyer 
to enter your homes, meaning God had mercy and 
protected the Jews from the Angel of Death.

The common notion that pesach means “pass over” 
is probably influenced by later commentators.  Rav 
Yoshiya maintained that God, as the destroyer, 
“passed” or “skipped” over the Jewish homes and did 
not enter them at all. If an Egyptian was resourceful 
enough to hide out with a Jew, 

This debate has relevance for every Jew at the Seder 
table. Traditional observance requires the time to 
explain that the Pesach is because God pasach over 
our ancestors’ homes in Egypt. It seems to fulfill one’s 
obligation, one is required to properly translate the 
word “pasach” and use of the word pesach (“pass 
over” or “had mercy”) in conjunction with pesach 
(entrance way). The words, of course, sound the same, 
assuming one uses the Ashkenazic pronunciation. 
Together, they offer insight as to how destruction 
bypassed the Jewish homes with lamb’s blood painted 
on the entrance and protected all those inside. 

How fitting it is to now celebrate the safety our faith has 
created in our homes, for both ourselves and those to 
whom we offer sanctuary.

Elizabeth Shivell

Do you have difficulty 
hearing the services  
in the Sanctuary?

If so, please inform a service usher,  

service greeter, or a custodian and  

they will gladly provide you with a  

listening device that will amplify the sound.
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This D’var Torah was given by Mira Karp at the February 6, 2018 Board of 
Trustees Meeting.

Mishpatim: Exodus 21:1 – 24:18

This week’s Torah portion is Mishpatim, from the book of 
Exodus. This portion dictates a series of laws for the people 
of Israel to follow, 53 in total. The topics covered range 
widely from rules around owning slaves (in case you were 
wondering, slaves should be freed after 6 years of services) 
to very specific repercussions for various injuries (here’s 
where “an eye for an eye” comes in) to sacrifices that must 
be made for the three festival holidays. 

After detailing these mitzvot, G-d goes on to explain that an 
Angel is being sent to lead the people of Israel onward. If 
this Angel is respected and followed, G-d promises to “hate 
your enemies and oppress your adversaries”. The people 
of Israel are instructed to not only not worship other gods, 
but to actively destroy monuments to other gods that they 
discover. If the people can follow these ordinances, they will 
be blessed with good health and fortune in their new land. 

Moses is called to come forward and hear the words of 
G-d, which he comes back to share with his people, who all 
agree to follow these rules. They build twelve monuments 
for the tribes of Israel and slaughter offerings to G-d, from 
which Moses sprinkles the blood of the covenant onto the 
people.

Moses then ascends Mount Sinai to receive the stone 
tablets and remains in the clouds on the mountain for 40 
days and 40 nights. G-d tells Moses to count the people 
aged 20 and older and that they should each give an 
offering of half a shekel, which will be used to build the  
Tent of Meeting, where the people of Israel shall atone  
for their souls. 

There is a lot happening in this parasha and a lot of 
places to focus in on meaning and interpretation. But 
there was one thing that particularly struck me. Earlier in 
this parasha, we are reminded of the line we often hear 
during the Pesach seder: “And you shall not oppress a 
stranger, for you know the feelings of the stranger, since 
you were strangers in the land of Egypt.” But then later in 
this reading, G-d describes in great detail the way that the 
people of Israel will claim their new land and drive out the 
current residents. It is explicitly stated: “they shall not dwell 
in your land, lest they cause you to sin against Me, that 
you will worship their gods, which will be a snare for you.” 
Which begs the question, who is the stranger? Are we the 
strangers in the new land or are they the strangers to us, as 
we have yet to learn their customs? So why doesn’t G-d tell 
us that these people, in the land we are making our own, 
should be considered strangers whom we should welcome 
in, rather than being people to banish out? In the end, we 
are all strangers, depending on perspective. And while I see 

what G-d’s trying to do here, it seems odd to me that G-d is 
encouraging this approach. 

As Temple Emanu-El board members, arguably our most 
important role is to welcome the stranger. We want families 
to feel comfortable here, we want new members to join us, 
we want kids to thrive in our Religious School. But even 
as board members, we are strangers at the same time. 
My family has been members for about 7 years. There are 
scores of members who have been at Temple Emanu-El 
much longer than us – some for their lifetimes. They have 
insight, perspectives, and needs that we must recognize 
and hear. For them, we may be the strangers who need to 
be welcomed in and taught the history and traditions of this 
synagogue and community. 

And so I encourage each of us to remember that we are 
both stranger and whatever the opposite is of stranger, 
at the same time. We must welcome, but we must also 
be welcomed. We must make decisions to move our 
congregation forward, while considering its history and past.

Mira Karp

My Take on Torah

Save  
the Date

The honor of your presence is requested on  

Sunday, the twenty-second of April,  

two thousand and eighteen  

at 11:30 in the morning  

for the reaffirmation of wedding vows of  

Pauline and Jacob Braunstein  

in the sanctuary at Temple Emanu-El. 
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Temple Emanu-El Green Team
The Green Team is off to a great 
start, having started in earnest 
only six months ago. We are 
actively ‘greening’ the Temple 
and promoting a variety of fun, 
engaging, and meaningful activities. 

The Green Team has registered the Temple to become 
a certified “Green” business. We are diligently working 
through the certification requirements. Some of these are 
easy to accomplish. Others are more challenging and 
expensive.  Our first task was to verify that the Temple is 
recycling its waste. We are happy to report, the Temple’s 
service provider recycles 80% of its waste. We will 
soon be placing stickers on each of the Temple’s waste 
receptacles letting the congregants know that Temple 
Emanu-El recycles and is commitment to protecting  
our planet. 

Promoting fun hands-on activities and educational 
programs is key to the Green Team’s mission. Last month 

we participated in two Tu B’ Shevat activities; one with the 
Religious School, the other with Our City Forests. Please 
join us for the following entertaining spring events that we 
will hosting or supporting: 

• Havdalah, Dinner, and Movie on March 17

• Green Shabbat service on April 20

• Mitzvah Day on April 29 

• A day of service with POST (Peninsula Open Space 
Trust) on May 12

By pursuing environmental certification programs, 
hosting community service and promoting environmental 
awareness the Green Team plans to make a significant 
contribution towards the ‘Greening’ of our Temple 
community. 

If you would like to lend a hand, please give  
Bob Levy a call at 408-834-9725 or send an email to 
green@templesanjose.org. 

Enjoy

Havdalah, Dinner, and a Movie
With the Temple Emanu-El Green Team

On March 17 

At 6:00 PM

We will be presenting the 11th Hour

Dinner is on us!
RSVP to to@templesanjose.org or 408-834-9725

All 8th graders and older! 
Please join Temple Emanu-El’s Senior Youth Group, EESY, for our annual Casino Night, 
combined with our Shul In filled with casino games, karaoke, dinner, and much more! 

Arrive at Temple Emanu-El on March 10 at 5:00 PM, stay the night, and leave at 8:00 AM! 

For updates, refer to our Instagram page, (@eesysenioryouth) and our email blasts, 
(eesysenioryouthgroup@gmail.com) If you have any more questions,  

feel free to speak with an EESY board member or contact us through our email! 

Hope to see you there!



What a 
wonderful 
weekend! 
The sun 
was shining, 
the smiles 
were big, 
the art was 

spectacular, and the fun was 
infectious. That is how I sum up 
our inaugural synagogue retreat 
– Machaneh Emanu-El. We had 
approximately 70 people join us for an 
inspiring 24-hours in early February 
at 1010 University Ave. Due to the 
unavailability of URJ Camp Newman, 
we moved our retreat to TEE and 
brought in the Dynamic Duo of Isaac 
and Rabbi Shawna Brynjegard-Bialik 
to lead us in two art projects, one 
of which is currently hanging in the 
Temple House. The other project 
involved the technique of paper-
cutting, whereby you use an Exacto 
knife to cut a concept that you then 
layer over cut outs of comic book 

images. The idea was to bring the 
Camp Newman Shabbat experience 
to TEE. Based on the following 
responses, I believe we hit our goal. 

Please be on the look-out for info 
about next year’s retreat and plan now 
to join us in February 2019!

Phil Hankin

7
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Religious School

The art projects 
were super fun. I 
enjoyed working on 
my own on the first 
one and it was great 
to work as part of a 
group on the bigger 
project, too. It was 
fun and it was nice 
to change things 
up some with the 
way we celebrated 
Shabbat. It was great 
to do interesting art 
projects with other 
Temple members. 

-Machaneh Emanu-El  
20 Chai Participant  

Eric Snider
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Temple Emanu-EI 
San Jose 

Brotherhood 
Application for Membership 

Men of Temple Emanu-EI are making a difference for our community, youth and ourselves. 
Our Brotherhood is more than a social club. Through Brotherhood, men find inspiration by 
participating and being involved in our local Temple community and engaging in social issues and 
concerns. We improve the lives of our members, our families, our congregation and our 
community, and provide a gateway through which young men become active in Temple life. 
We make a difference by providing educational, cultural, and religious programs, supporting 
Youth group and religious school activities, coordinating social action and religious activities, and 
sponsoring social events where men can come together for camaraderie and support. 
Below is our membership application. Remember the words of Hillel, "If I am not for myself, who 
will be for me? Yet if I am for myself only, what am I? If not now, when?" 

Please fill out the form below and return it with your dues or 
visit www.templesanjose.org/brotherhood to join online. 

Mail to: 
Temple Emanu-EI* 
1010 University Avenue 
San Jose, CA 95126 

Dues Level (Please check one) 

D $36 - Basic Triple Chai 
D $54 - Macher 
D $108 - Mitzvah Maven 

*Please make check payable to
Temple Emanu-EI with
"Brotherhood Dues" in the memo
line

David Messinger, Membership 
b rotherhood@tem plesa n jose. o rg 

Name: ------------------
Address: ________________ _ 

E-mail: ------------------
Home Phone: ---------------
Cell Phone: ----------------

Brotherhood
Brotherhood activity ramped up in February with 
Brotherhood Shabbat and participation in the highly 
festive Purim Carnival. Both events serve to remind us of 
our connection to the temple community and offer the 
opportunity to bond as a group of Jewish men.

My usual lament at this time of the year is, I can’t get good 
Hamantaschen anywhere. Success this year, found some 
at Whole Foods! Not as high on my list of culinary surprises 
but still a good thing – matzo and other Passover supplies 
are showing up at Safeway.

To congratulate ourselves in March we enjoyed the 
Brotherhood paid-up dinner and wine tasting event.  Nice 
work Roy, we all had a good time.

Brotherhood supported EESY with design and planning 
for an environmentally friendly vertical garden on Temple 
grounds and as mentors for the sometimes-annual Casino 
Night. Once again, I remind you that the purpose of 
casino night, other than fun, is to offer EESY members 
an opportunity to work on their knowledge of statistical 
methods. Sure, I think you can put that on your college 
application.

Looking ahead with our rich tradition of athletics, we will 
undoubtedly send a delegation to Jewish heritage nights 
at a  Sharks game – March 12 at 7:30 PM vs the Red Wings 
and later on this year at the Oakland A’s game August 7 at 
7:05 PM vs the LA Dodgers! 

Steve Wernick

Rosh Chodesh
Ladies, please join us on Sunday, March 18 for a relaxed 
lunch and spiritually uplifting experience, as Cantor 
Edmondson helps us welcome the new month of Nisan. 
This Rosh Chodesh experience, co-
sponsored by the Temple Ritual 
Committee and Sisterhood, is 
open to all adult women in the 
congregation and will take 
place from 12:30 PM until about 
2:00 PM. Each Rosh Chodesh 
experience will focus on different 
ideas and have different activities, 
and during the month of Nisan, 
we celebrate the coming of spring 

and honor the prophetess, Miriam. We will take this 
opportunity to celebrate and honor Miriam - the woman 
who brought song and dance to our ancestors after being 

freed from Egypt - by making our own 
timbrels! Please come, enjoy lunch 

lovingly provided by Sisterhood, 
and see what this relaxing and 
rewarding experience is all about! 
A $15 donation for supplies is 
encouraged. RSVP is a MUST to 
admin@templesanjose.org or by 

calling the Temple office BY FRIDAY 
AT NOON, MARCH 16.
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Preschool
One of my favorite things to do is to empower 
children to have a voice and then watch them 
soar. One of the ways I do this in the 

preschool is that I encourage the children to come up 
with ideas and present them to me. It really is so very 
simple and yet for the children it is huge. The most 
common request that I receive is for a pajama day. I have 
had my youngest 2’s come in and to the best of their 
ability they will say something along the lines of “Miss 
Barb can we have a pajama day?” Together we figure 
out which day of the week they would like (and of course 
which day they are at school) and then we get it onto the 
school calendar. There have been weeks where we have 
had quite a few Pajama days and there have been weeks 
without any but when they happen it is very special. We 
have also had kids who have come to school asking for 
a “green day”, “super hero day,” “lovie day” and on and 
on. This week one of our 4 year old friends asked for a 
“Crazy Hair Day”. She used her words and her manners 
and so of course the answer was yes. I am attaching a 
few of the pictures to just give a glimpse into the amazing 
world in which I work every day. These special days are 
really not a big deal for the staff and the parents love 
having a day when they do not need to dress their kids 
but it is our children who gain the most. Our little friends 
are learning that they can come up with an idea or wish, 
present it to an adult, be heard and have the ability 
to make a difference all while growing in confidence. 
Preschool really is a special place to be.

Barbara Smead | Barbara@templesanjose.org
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Celebrate! Be thankful we survived the Exodus! On a lighter note, don’t PASS OVER 
our generous merchant, Lunardi’s, who has been donating a portion of our shopping 

dollars to Temple for many years. I shop at the Meridian store. One of the managers 
told me any and all Passover items will be displayed way in advance. Brisket? A 
butcher can cut to order if necessary.

NOT YET A MEMBER? Go to www.escrip.com and follow the prompts. Temple’s ID# 
is 136985180. You may need our zip code, 95126. Register your credit/debit cards 
and use one at Lunardi’s. It’s a no-brainer!

We have a duty and responsibility to do what we can to support Temple. eScrip is 
one of the ways to do so. Thank you to the “in” group of people already shopping 

and eating for Temple. Ask your friends and family to sign up also. Being a member of 
Temple is not necessary. 

HAPPY PASSOVER!
Lorie Kaplan, eScrip coordinator, 408.267.4563

PASSOVER with



Applications for  
youth summer scholarships  

are now being accepted 

by the Youth Enrichment Fund 

through March 11.  

All who apply will receive a minimum of $100 and 
we will be awarding 2 $1000 merit scholarships 
which when matched by Newman will cover the 
ENTIRE cost of a 10 day session. Need based 
awards are also available. Applications are 
available on our website.

Connections

Those who have died recently

Annie Cavallaro, daughter of Nesya Fishtrom

Pearl Schneiderman, wife of Gordon Schneiderman

Pheobe Cohen, mother of Nathaniel Cohen

Noah Adam Shipman,father of Bunny Roth

And those we have lost in years past

March 2 | Sonja Block, Maida Cosman, Shirley Feinman, Shirley 
Ferman, Bertha Geeser, Henry Green, Morey Gross, Mr. Leon 
Hoffman, Henry Hofheimer, Mary Ann Kaisel, Sidney Kopner, Mike 
Krown, Dr. Nell Kuhn Levy, Harold Levine, Harry Levine, Jeanette 
Lutvak, Louise Manning, Henrietta Mintzer, Sam Mintzer, Ruth 
Morrison, Meyer Novak, Lillian Pollak, Bernard Jack Pollock, Sarah 
Prymak, Nathaniel Ratner, Alvin Ravel, Hilda Rosenberg, Fred Rubin, 
Eunice Sachs, Samuel Rubin Schorr, Martin Schwartz, Herb Slavit, 
Esther Steinberg, Marilyn Torgerson

March 9 | Martha Weinberg Adler, Herman Berns, Sheldon Blickman, 
Herbert Blumer, Celia Cahn, Ida Dwosken, Isaac Eichholz, Frances 
Fox, Benjamin Friedenreich, Gerald Grayson, George Grossman, 
Sally Hafter, Dr. Bert Hersch, George Hetzer, David L. Hubert, Estelle 
Hurwitz, Jacob Jaffe, Ralph Jaffe, Alfred Kaplan, Dorothy Korn, Lena 
Kovalsky, Marvin Kraft, Ann Levine, Charles Lewis, Sam Pomarantz, 
Reena Preis, Jean Prizant, Jeff Rhein, Marilyn Darcy Rosenthal, Sanford 
Stanley Schneider, Nettie Weisfeld Schorr, Emma Simon, Reva Sklar, 
Sandy Sprintz, Josie Stadler, M. David Stein, Fritz Stransky, Bernard 
Virshup, Robert Wiener, Betty Wild, Ruth B. Wohlfeiler

March 16 | Dorothy Bennett, Olga S. Berman, William Cave, Bessie 
Cohen, Morton Feinman, Sam Fink, Bernice Foster, Samuel M. 
Gambord, Faye Gendzel, Sara Grant, Edith Green, Larry Grossman, 
Marilyn Hecht, Robert Hirsch, Alberte Hofheimer, Julius Jackel, 
William Jurman, Paul Kaplan, Judith Ann Karchem, Ruth Krandel, Lee 
Mandel, Aaron Miller, Herbert Preis, Malka Roll, Habib Sahim, Hedy 
Schorr, Thyra Seelig, Allan Shine, Meyer Shopkow, Claire Smulyan, 
Florence Sokolec, Rose Spector, Nathan Winter, Hannah Wolenik

March 23 | Shirley Applebaum, Ruth Boxer, Samuel Jack Brown, 
Martin Bryman, Abbey Cohn, David Emanuel, Marlene Jaffe, Arthur  
Jones, Renee Lorraine Katcher, Irwin Isadore Katz, Murray Knopf, 
Manuel Laber, Emmy Lou Levin, Ruth Lewis, Martin Lotman, Irving 
John Lurie, Myrtle Mackay, Paul Mermel, Arron Messinger, Adele 
Barbara Miller, Rena Preis, Cynthia Rinsler, Leo Roselyn, Sylvia Rosen, 
Gussie Rubin, Elliot Shklar, Albert Simon, Lucy Wargon

March 30 | Hy Alkin, Leon Thomas Aronson, June Stein Atlas, Judith 
Biro, James Edward Carr, Carlo Dellarocca, Leonard Erlichman, 
Stanley Gold, Edith Rattner Hoffman, Morton Levin, Beatrice Malter, 
Virginia Mighdoll, Celia Miller, Robert Morse, Kenneth Perkins, Herbert 
Preis, Sally Ratner, Jack Rinsler, Richard Rosett, Sarah Roth, Irene 
Shebby, Beltran Shine, Jeanette Shumer, Beatrice Silin, Mr Sheldon 
Singer, Steven Kent Teren, Arnold Widman, Clyde Worthington, Misha 
Zeltser, Benjamin Zinker

We Remember

Sponsor an Oneg
Special Occasions: Birthdays, Anniversaries, Graduations

Memorials: In memory of a loved one’s Yahrzeit 

There are two ways to sponsor: 
Bring 3 platters of food OR donate, and food platters will be prepared 
on your behalf.

Sign up by contacting admin@templesanjose.org.

Oneg Sponsors

February 2, 2018 | Marsha and Larry Matheny in memory of Bill 
Bitter, Carol Hoffman, Kristina Fernandez; Denise Moreno and 
family in memory of David Lipton

February 9, 2018 | Temple Emanu-El

February 16 2018 | John and Yvonne Nemec in memory of Julia 
Lukes

February 23, 2018 | Brotherhood in honor of Brotherhood 
Shabbat
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Alvin Ravel Garden Fund
Nancy Markham, in memory of  

Dora Morris Green

Bertram Berns Music Fund
Nancy Markham, in memory of Beverly Strong

Campership Fund
Manfred and Virginia Siegler, in memory of 

Wilma Caplan

Endowment Fund
Jacob and Pauline Braunstein, in 

appreciation of JoAnn Shank

Marvin and Joan Fox, in honor of  
JoAnn Shank

Facilities For Aged Fund
Sheldon Aronowitz, in memory of his mother 

Belle Aronowitz

General Fund
Arlene Ravel, wishing a Happy 90th Birthday 

to Manny Siegler

Arlene Ravel, Welcome Home to Burt Epstein

Bobbi Barko, in remembrance of Larry Barko

Burton and Sandy Epstein, in memory of 
Janet Berg

Burton and Sandy Epstein, in honor of the 
90th birthday of Dave Reiser

Burton and Sandy Epstein, in honor of the 
90th birthday of Manny Siegler

Burton and Sandy Epstein, with get well 
wishes for Lisa Thailer, daughter of  
Carol Thailer

Dr. Robert and Jo Anne Hersch, in memory of 
Dr. Bert Hersch

Jay Rubenstein, in memory of  
Irvin Rubenstein

Judith Sapper, in memory of  
Gerald H. Sapper

Judy Hoffman, wishing a Happy Birthday to 
Manny Siegler

Marc and Melissa Israel 

Stephen and Arlene Greenberg, in honor of 
Shirley Lee’s birthday

Sybil Sommer, Mazel Tov on her special 
birthday to Shirley Lee

Sybil Sommer, Best wishes for a speedy 
recovery to Burt Epstein

Sybil Sommer, Best wishes for a speedy 
recovery to Arlene Jurman

Israel Scholarship Fund
Deborah Katzman, in memory of  

Hi-Chan Katzman 

Fagie Rosen, wishing Manny Siegler a very 
happy 90th birthday

Judith Jurman Omens Cemetery 
Beautification Fund
Carol Laughlin, in memory of Albert Miller

Charlotte Burriesci and family, in memory of 
Simon Slater

Lou and Clara Juren Library Fund
Nancy Markham, in memory of  

C. Sylvester Green

Milton Fox Campership Fund
Marvin and Joan Fox, in memory of  

Milton Fox

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Ann Lee, in memory of Marcia Goldfarb

Debby and Howard Katzman, for  
David Reiser’s 90th Birthday

Elizabeth Siegler, in honor of Manny Siegler’s 
90th birthday!!

Jeremy and Stacy Siegler, in honor of 
Manny’s 90th birthday!

Lorie Kaplan, in memory of Al Kaplan

Nancy Markham, in memory of Ira Progoff

Rita Loren, in memory of Ralph Jaffe

Rita Loren, in memory of Jacob Jaffe

Religious School Fund
Phil and Ruth Davidson, in memory of 

Phoebe Cohen, mother of  
Nathaniel Cohen, with love

Scholar in Residence Fund
Robert and Maggie Cant, in memory of 

Charles Lewis

Robert and Maggie Cant, in memory of  
Mary Ann Kaisel

Sid Rosenberg Religious School Senior 
Trip Fund
Sidney and Barbara Israels, in memory of 

Sidney Rosenberg

Susan C. Blickman Arts and Crafts Fund
Margie Blickman, in honor of Manny Siegler’s 

90th Birthday

Youth Group
Enrique and Molly Guadiamos 

Thank You for Your Generous Contributions

 This list includes contributions made on or between 1/19/2018–02/21/2018.

If you would like to make a contribution, visit www.templesanjose.org

Save the Date:
Shabbat in Nature

April 7, 2018, 10:00 AM. Ed Levin County Park.

Directions: After entering Ed Levin Park, stay on the main road past the 

lake, taking the third right turn into the Sandy Wool parking lot. We will meet 

underneath the Gazebo at 10am. 

Details: Parking is $6. Bring a VEGETARIAN dish to share. Dogs on 

leash OK (except on the hike).  Branden will lead a hike up the mountain after 

lunch -- bring water and a hat/sunscreen, there’s no shade on the mountain. 



Gloria Melmon Ascher
Realtor
BRE#00613382

Cell 408.781.8624
Office	 408.741.1111	x604
Fax	 408.741.1199
gascher@apr.com

12772	Saratoga-Sunnyvale	Road
Suite	1000
Saratoga,	CA	95070
www.GloriaAscher.com

REALTORS

CCTO

www.cavetocellar.com

Order online 
today!

Cave to Cellar
French     Wines

Artisnal wines 
for every day,

Gifts,
Holidays!

Champagne • Rhone
Burgundy • Beaujolais

Jewish Family Services Home Care 

Competitive rates 
 

homecare@jfssv.org 
(408) 556-0600 

 

 Personal care 
Domestic duties 
Transportation 
Companionship 
Mobility 
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If you would like to advertise in Temple Emanu-El’s Connections
contact Megan Hendrickson at megan@templesanjose.org.
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Clergy____________________________________________________________
Dana Magat | Senior Rabbi – rabbimagat@templesanjose.org

Amanda Edmondson | Cantor – cantoramanda@templesanjose.org

Joseph Gitin, D.D. (z”l) | Rabbi Emeritus

Committee Chairs__________________________________________________
Bobi Levine | Havurah Coordinator – havurah@templesanjose.org

Dan Lee | Membership Commitment – dues@templesanjose.org

Uri Gottfeld | Facilities – facilities@templesanjose.org

Debbie Michels | Marketing – marketing@templesanjose.org

Maggie Cant | Ritual – ritual@templesanjose.org

Robert Levy | Tikkun Olam – to@templesanjose.org

Debbie Michels | Membership – membership@templesanjose.org

Enrique Guadiamos | Leadership Development – leadership@templesanjose.org

Kim Jackman | Religious School – rscommittee@templesanjose.org

Fagie Rosen and Harriet Saltzman | Caring Committee – caring@templesanjose.org

Robin Feinman-Marino | Fundraising Committee – fundraising@templesanjose.org

Joe Riggio | Endowment Committee – endowment@templesanjose.org

Denise Moreno | Preschool Committee – pscommittee@templesanjose.org

Staff_____________________________________________________________
Stephanie Pollock | Executive Director – stephanie@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 ext. 233

Barbara Smead | Director, Early Childhood Education – barbara@templesanjose.org | 408-293-8660 | #434404443

Phil Hankin | Director of Education – phil@templesanjose.org | 408-292-3223

Shantha Smith | Bookkeeper – shantha@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 x235

Megan Hendrickson | Marketing & Communications Coordinator– megan@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 ext. 234

Wayne Rose and Cherie Ravel | Cemetery Administrators – cherie@templesanjose.org | 408-674-5867

Board of Trustees__________________________________________________
Andrew Weinberg | President – president@templesanjose.org

Ilene Tucker | VP Administration – vpadmin@templesanjose.org

Debbie Michels | VP Membership – vpmembership@templesanjose.org

Alissa Meltzer | VP Education & Youth – vprey@templesanjose.org

Edgardo Laber | Secretary – secretary@templesanjose.org

David Heiman | Treasurer – treasurer@templesanjose.org

Auxiliaries________________________________________________________
Zach Szereszewski | Brotherhood President – brotherhood@templesanjose.org

Janet Phinick | Sisterhood President – sisterhood@templesanjose.org

Matthew Dworkin | EESY President – youthgroup@templesanjose.org

CONNECTIONS is published 10 times a year by Temple Emanu-El, 1010 University Ave., San Jose, CA 95126. 

Award/Operating and Tribute Funds
General Fund
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Alvin Ravel Garden Fund
Beverly Jordan Temple Beautification Fund
Judith Jurman Omens Cemetery 

Beautification Fund
Lou and Clara Juren Library Fund
Ralph Goldeen Library Fund
Endowment Fund

Religious Funds
Harold Cahn Prayerbook Fund
Kenneth Gordon Children’s Prayerbook Fund
Susanne & Maurice Tucker High Holy Days 

Music Fund
Ida F. Kragen Consecration and Caring Fund

Youth Funds
Religious School Fund
Religious School Enrichment Fund
Betty Rinsler Religious School
Endowment Fund
Weintraub Religious School Scholarship Fund
Campership Fund
Leonard and Bernice Gaon Campership Fund
Michael Elman Campership Fund
Milton Fox Campership Fund
Phyllis Matzner Campership Fund
Israel Scholarship Fund
Susanne C. Blickman Arts and Crafts Fund
Sid Rosenberg Religious School Senior Trip 

Fund

Cultural Funds
Choir Fund
Phyllis Omel Junior Choir Fund
Bertram Berns Music Fund
Shank-Rockman Family Sound System Fund
Scholar in Residence Fund

Community Funds
Facilities for the Aged Fund (Chai House)
JoAnne Salman-Tehrani Homeless Fund

Other Tribute Opportunities
$36 - Prayerbook Tribute
$218/$500/$750 - Tree of Life
Leaf/small/large rock
$500 - Sanctuary Chair Plaque
$750 - Memorial Plaque  

 (in sanctuary foyer)

Opportunities in 
Levin Learning Center
$5,000 - Stair Plaque
$10,000 - Library Column Dedication
$25,000 - Room Dedication

Contact the Admin team for 
additional opportunities.

Making a contribution to one of Temple Emanu-El’s many funds is a wonderful way to 
honor your friends and family. You may make contributions in honor of a birth, a birthday, 
brit milah, baby naming, Bar/Bat Mitzvah, confirmation, graduation, engagement, 
wedding, anniversary, promotion, new home, special occasion or just because. You may 
also make contributions for get-well wishes, condolences, remembrances and yahrzeits.
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