
 
 June Service Schedule

Friday, June 1

6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat Patio Service

Friday, June 8

6:30 PM Wine and Cheese

7:30 PM Graduation Rock Shabbat Service

Sunday, June 10

10:00 AM Rosh Chodesh

Friday, June 15

6:00 PM Pride Shabbat at Congregation Sinai -  
 No Service at Temple Emanu-El

Saturday, June 16

10:30 AM Bar Mitzvah of Max Carr

Friday, June 22

6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat  
 Patio Service

Friday, June 29

6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat  
 Patio Service

July Service Schedule
Friday, July 6

6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat Patio Service

Friday, July 13

6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat Patio Service

Friday, July 20

6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat Patio Service -  
 Sisterhood Shabbat

Friday, July 27

6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat Patio Service
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Shaken, not 
stirred, and what 
a good time….

So we now have the 
Temple 2018 Gala, 
Casino Royale, in our 
rear view mirrors and 
it seems everyone 
had a great time – I 

know I did. This year’s unique combination of 
a casino gaming atmosphere, a signature drink 
(the Vesper, of course – this was a James Bond 
thing, right?), music/dancing, and of course a great 
dinner made for a memorable night. Many thanks 
to Judy Levy and her Gala committee for bringing 
this new idea to life which is something that even 
on a concept level is a major undertaking, not 
to mention managing all of the moving parts to 
actually pull it off. Not everyone may be aware 
but this was actually Judy’s second time around 
as Gala chair so we all owe her in a big way – 
well done and thanks again. I’m sure many of 
you who have been around the Temple for a 
few years can recall more than a couple different 
Galas the Temple has held. For me, several pop 
right to mind: the vacation themed “Journey to 
Adventure,” the western “Rhinestone Cowboy,” 
and of course “Hooray for Hollywood” – that was 
just 2 years ago – what a hoot. Each one, in its 
own way, transformed our venerable Temple 
House into a unique destination for a night, only to 
have it turned back to a regular room afterwards, 
sort of like a Jewish Cinderella at midnight (or at 
10:00 PM in our case – I guess we’re not night 
owls). Each one of these events, different from 
those before it, benefited the Temple in the end, 
all of which is good for us as members. Not that 
we really need a great reason for a party and a 
good meal, but I have a theme going here…

So along the lines of something different and good 
for the Temple, it’s time for me now to turn over 
the office of Temple President to a new face. I am 
very appreciative for the opportunity to serve as 
President for the last 4 years, which has been an 
experience I will fondly recall forever. Now I ask 
that you join me in welcoming Deborah Zimmer as 
our new President, a role to which she will bring 
her long history, experience, and deep devotion to 
the Temple to take our congregation to new levels. 

Andrew Weinberg

From the President
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Thank you, Andrew, for sharing your 
Connections space with me this month. I want 
to express my own appreciation for the work 
you have done over the past four years as 
president of our beloved synagogue. You 
have indeed left me with big shoes to fill.

It is with a lot of excitement and a little 
bit of nervousness that I address you, my 
fellow congregants, in my first article for 
Connections. I have been so grateful for the 

many comments (often accompanied by a welcome hug) of support and 
willingness to help. Believe me, I will be calling on you.

This is not a solo project. We are individuals, parents of children in different 
grades, members of havurot, participants on committees, and promoters 
of the Green Team with recycling, regular attendees at Shabbat services, 
members of the choir or Rock Shabbat band, and more. But our strength 
and our depth as a community is because we are in this together.

I have been a member of Temple Emanu-El for more than 20 years. I 
started as a volunteer in the Religious School, worked as an employee 
in the administrative office for 10 years, and continue to take some of the 
bulk mailings to the Post Office (because it’s close to my house). I was 
called to Torah as a Bat Mitzvah at age 48, with 9 other women. And I’ve 
been on the Board of Trustees on and off since my retirement in 2011.

In February, I had the opportunity to attend the Scheidt Seminar 
in San Diego. There I met with leaders of the URJ (Union for Reform 
Judaism) and 53 other Presidents and Presidents-elect for study, 
worship and learning about what it means to be a synagogue president. 
It is important to know that we are part of a larger movement. I especially 
appreciated the discussion of sacred partnership, because leading a 
synagogue is unlike any other non-profit organization as we seek to 
incorporate Jewish values into all that we do.

Another area of interest for me, and I hope for you as well, is the history 
of our wonderful congregation. We will be drawing on the knowledge 
of our former historians, Dr. Robert Hersch and Jane Schwartz, to 
communicate some of the bits and pieces of how Congregation Bickur 
Cholim (visiting the sick) evolved into Temple Emanu-El, became a part 
of the Reform movement, was devastated by a fire at the synagogue 
building at Third and San Antonio Streets, relocated to the current 
location, and continues to move into the 21st century.

I know a lot of you, but not (yet) all of you. I plan to hold a variety 
of Presidential Listening Sessions (monthly on Sunday mornings 
when Religious School resumes in the fall, and on other occasions), so I 
can find out more about you and what you want from your congregation. 
In the meantime, feel free to email me, president@templesanjose.org, 
or give me a call on my cell, 408-425-7120. I look forward to getting to 
know you better.

See you at the annual meeting on Sunday, June 10 at 11:00 AM.

L’shalom, Deborah Zimmer



Q. What is the L’Dor V’Dor Legacy Society?
A.  The L’Dor V’Dor Legacy Society recognizes all who have 

completed a Declaration of Intent to include the Temple 
Emanu-El Endowment Fund in their estate plans. 

Q. What is the purpose of the Temple Endowment 
Fund?.

A.  To secure the future of the Temple in perpetuity, 
facilitating long term approach to planning and 
programming and to fund unplanned expenses.

Q. Is there an age requirement to join?
A.  Not at all. Our current society members include people of 

all ages.

Q. Who manages the activities of the Endowment 
Fund?

A.  A committee of approximately 7 Temple members with 
a chairman who reports to the Temple Board and is 
assisted by the Temple Administrator.

 
Q. How are the Endowment Funds invested?
A.  They are put in a pool, which includes the Jewish 

Community Federation of San Francisco and many other 
Bay Area Jewish temples and organizations. That pool, 
which is made up with a conservative diversified portfolio, 
is managed by professional investment advisers.

 
Q. How much money is in the fund so far?
A.  Over $500,000
 
Q. What is the source of those funds?
A.  Cash gifts including those received as memorials and 

honoraria as well as bequests from estates of deceased 
members.

Q. Is there a minimum amount required to donate to the 
Endowment Fund today?

A.  No. There is no minimum amount required. 

Q. Is there a minimum amount required to include the 
Endowment Fund in our estate plan.

A.  No. In fact, the Declaration of Intent does not ask for the 
percentage or fixed amount that you plan to leave to the 
Temple. 

Q. What form of bequest is acceptable?
A.  Cash, property, share of residue from estate, life 

insurance or IRA, charitable gift annuity, etc..

Q. Can the agreement be modified in the future?
A.  Yes, the declaration of intent is not a binding agreement. 

It is a promise to include the Temple Emanu-El 
Endowment Fund in your estate plans .

 
Q. When and to what extent can any of the funds be 

used by the Temple?
A.  The Temple Board of Trustees, based on a 

recommendation from the Endowment Committee, 
has approved a policy of requiring that the fund have a 
minimum balance of $750,000 before any of it can be 
used and then only at a rate of 5% per year.

Joe Riggio

Is the L’Dor V’Dor Legacy Society for you?
Everything you need to know about the Temple Emanu-El Endowment Fund  
and the L’Dor V’Dor Legacy Society.
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Saturday, August 25 

at 6:00 PM

This is a fun and unique event that allows you to 
end Shabbat under the stars with your Temple 

family and friends in your neighborhood.

Open to members and non-members.

Save the Date!
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Preschool
The world of preschool is always a wonderful place to be. 
Our days are filled with laughter, learning and growth. I love 
watching our smallest friends when they discover the magic of 

having a friend. They go from playing in their own little world next to others to 
suddenly engaging, and giggles are always present. One recent morning while I 
was at the gate, I watched as two of my little friends (almost 3 and just turned 3) 
arrived at the same time. They saw each other and ran laughing together until 
they were close enough to hug; it was a very special moment. Whether they are 
growing socially, emotionally or academically, it is one of my favorite things to 
witness and I am so honored to be able to be an observer in these moments. 
Laughter, friends, finger painting, story time, playing in the sand box, making 
projects, exploring science and so much more takes place at TEPS every day. 
We are accepting applications for the summer and fall of 2019; please contact 
me with any questions.

Barbara Smead | Barbara@templesanjose.org
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Shirley Lee delivered this Dvar Torah at the 
Board of Trustees meeting on May 1, 2018.

From the time we are very young 
children, we learn that the Torah is 
the basic foundation of Judaism—a 
tree of life to those who hold fast 
to it. Yet, as adults living in the 21st 
century, we often encounter a dis-
connect with our sacred text because 
slavery, plural marriages, anti-gay 
statements, and animal sacrifice are 
accepted within the context of Biblical 
times.

When I read the paracha for this 
Friday, Leviticus 21: 1-24:23, I was 
disturbed. At first glance it seems to 
make sense. This paracha is part of 
the holiness code helping to form 
the Israelites into a sacred people 
and to safeguard the ritual purity 
that is necessary for contact with 
the divine. Therefore, the Kohanim, 
the priests, cannot be around the 
dead except for kin; they must 

marry virgins—nowadays that might 
be hard, but I can live with that. So 
why am I bothered? Because of the 
passage that goes on to say, “For 
whatsoever man he be that hath a 
blemish, he shall not approach; a 
blind man or lame or he that hath any 
thing maimed or a man that is broken 
footed or broken handed a dwarf…” 
and on and on – basically, all who are 
not perfect may not be priests nor go 
into a holy place.

I think of Helen Keller, Beethoven, 
Stephen Hawking—of course they 
were not priests, but were these 
people not worthy? 

Even at our very own Temple, many 
years ago we had a rabbi with an 
amputated arm due to cancer. Did 
he profane our sanctuary, our Aron 
Hakodesh by his presence?

To the orthodox this might be 
acceptable. Thank God, we are 

reform Jews and can adapt with the 
times: we know that an outer physical 
deformity does not diminish the 
holiness or worthiness of a person. 

What is important is that our leaders 
should be free from deformities of 
the spirit, should take the high moral 
ground, and should live a life of inner 
purity when humanly possible. 

As board members, obviously 
we’re not priests- although some of 
you might be descendants of the 
Kohanim. But we are leaders of our 
congregation, and—as such—whether 
we have a pimple, wear a hearing 
aide, or walk with a limp, we can all 
strive to do the right thing—as our 
prophet Micah says, “To do justly, 
love mercy, and walk humbly with 
our God and with our fellow man.” It’s 
what’s inside that counts.

Shirley Lee

My Take on Torah

Greetings in Connections

PLEASE RETURN TO THE TEMPLE OFFICE BY AUGUST 24, 2018

Your name: _____________________________________________

Your name/family’s name as you would like it to appear:

______________________________________________________

Check One: ¨High Holy Days Greeting Only - $36

  ¨High Holy Days and Passover Greetings - $65

Check # ______________ OR

VISA/MC# ______________________________________________

Expiration Date____________ 3 Digit Security Code ___________

¨ I agree to add an additional 3% to cover transaction fees.

Total Amount to be charged: $_______________________

Phone: ________________________________________________

Signature_______________________________________________

Temple Emanu-El offers you a way to wish 
your fellow congregants a happy, healthy and 
fulfilling new year by including your name in 
our bulletin on the Rosh Hashanah Greetings 
page. Think of it as a New Year’s greeting 
card to your entire Temple address book! By 
making a minimum tax-deductible donation of 
$36 per family unit, you will be wishing us all a 
new year filled with sweetness and joy, and at 
the same time, supporting your synagogue.

This year we will also be offering the chance 
to wish your fellow congregants a happy 
Passover, as well in the Passover issue of 
Connections. By making a minimum tax-
deductible donation of $65 per family unit, 
you will be wishing us all a new year filled with 
sweetness and joy and a happy and healthy 
Passover, while at the same time, supporting 
your synagogue.
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A  Ritual Committee A
Here at Temple Emanu-El, the country and land of Israel 
is a topic never far away, but this year Israel seems to 
be even more discussed than usual. With Rabbi Magat 
coordinating back-to-back trips this summer to the Holy 
Land, many of our fellow congregants will have new, first-
hand opportunities to deepen their understanding and 
appreciation of Israel’s struggles, successes, and legacy. 
But even for those of us who cannot join Rabbi this time, 
we’ve had Israel on the mind lately through participation in 
Yom HaAtzma’ut—Israel’s Independence Day—festivals for 
its 70th anniversary as a state. Or maybe we’ve had Israel’s 
Eurovision song contest entry, “Toy”, uncontrollably stuck in 
our heads for weeks now (please make it stop). 

And of course, we’ve probably been thinking about Israel 
for more wearying reasons, as the nation participates in (and 
is subject to) international politics. Any explanation of Israel’s 
internal politics is usually accompanied by the disclaimer 
“it’s more complicated than that”, but from afar we can still 
see sentiments both appealing and ugly being expressed 
by Israeli political parties. As Reform Jews with progressive 
beliefs, maintaining open support for Israel can sometimes 
be, like relationship statuses on Facebook, “complicated.” 

Whatever our struggles with Israel and politics, the one thing 
we should never do is take Israel for granted. Just as we 
wouldn’t want others ascribing our politicians’ statements 
to our personal beliefs, we similarly shouldn’t conflate the 
country Israel with those who run it. From here in cozy 
California, we can sometimes see modern Israel more as 
a curiosity of geopolitics than as a true Jewish homeland. 
It’s difficult to feel like a displaced people when we’ve so 
successfully woven ourselves into the fabric of the Bay 
Area; we are lucky to not spend our nights yearning for a 
land to call our own the way our ancestors did, or other 
peoples throughout the world still do for their respective 
homelands. But the consequence of this good fortune is 
that we can sometimes view Israel with a cynic’s eye.

When we end our Passover Seders by crying “Next year 
in Jerusalem!” we are in the unique position now, after two 
thousand years of Jewish diaspora, to actually mean it—we 
literally can have our Seder in Jerusalem next year, with 
no more thought put into the matter than calling our travel 
agent. This was something unthinkable as recently as three 
or four generations ago, and recognizing this fundamental 
change in our Jewish relationship to the Promised Land is 
not dismissible. 

I was privileged to again this year be able to visit Israel, 
entering the nation for now the fourth time in my life. I was 
on a tour that ran two weeks, taking us on a whirlwind of 
historical, cultural, and natural sites. Just as we repeat the 
same prayers in synagogue week to week, and the same 
festivals year to year, I have now been repeat visiting many 
of the same sites in Israel. And just as with accumulated 
life experiences and understanding, those prayers and 
festivals in their repetition grow and take on new meaning, 
so does my appreciation for Israel expand with each visit. 
This year, with the displaced people of the world on my 
mind, I especially absorbed the refuge aspects of Israel that 
I’ve shared above. But no matter your age, experience, or 
feelings towards the state, I encourage you as a Jew to visit 
(or re-visit) Israel: your trip will further your Jewish journey 
and be spiritually rewarding, even if you’re like me, and not 
usually very spiritual. 

Branden Frederick writing for the Ritual Committee 

Mazel Tov!
Ansel Edward Wagner was born to 
parents Becca and Allen on May 10, 
2018 at 9:49 AM weighing 7 pounds, 
6 ounces. Big brother Bennett is so 
excited to have a new best friend. 
We wish the family a mazel tov.

Our Kabbalat Shabbat Patio Services 
are back beginning June 1!

Join us for the wonderful services on our beautiful patio 
this summer.

Our Kabbalat Shabbat Patio Service will be followed by 
our Shabarbecue event on Friday, August 3 at 7:30 PM. 
Please RSVP to this event to admin@templesanjose.org 
by July 27.
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When you are inspired to do something 
good, how do you go about doing it? For 
some of us, doing good deeds is a calling, 
and we applaud you. Most of us though, 
like the idea of making a difference in 
the world, but we are busy taking care of 
our families and our jobs and have little 
enough time left over for ourselves, let 
alone setting out to change the world for 
the better.

So, we’ve got an easy recipe for doing 
good. (Spoiler alert: if you are reading 
this, you’re probably already doing it!). By 
shopping with us and participating with 
eScrip, you help Temple reach fund-raising 
goals, at no extra cost to you.

How can you expand this recipe for 
goodness? Share it with your friends. Shop 
the eScrip Online Mall to earn more for 
Temple, and check out restaurants that 
participate in eScrip Dining Rewards. All 
these small acts add up to make a big 
difference. When you shop with us you are 
doing something 
good, and we 
hope you feel 
great about that. 

If you are not 
yet an eScrip 
supporter 
of Temple’s 
program, register 
at www.escrip.com 
and follow the prompts. Temple’s ID# is 
136985180. You may need our zip code, 
95126.

Lorie Kaplan, eScrip coordinator, 
408.267.4563

A Recipe for Doing 
Good Deeds withRyan Vaughan and 

Kendall Younger are some 
of our newest members at 
Temple Emanu-El. Ryan’s 
mom, Nancy Gerston, has 
been a member of Temple 
Emanu-El for 17 years. 
Ryan and Kendall have 
been working with Rabbi 
Magat for 3 years and 
Rabbi Magat married them 
in July 2016. Ryan is from 
the Bay Area and Kendall 
is from San Diego, CA. 
They are currently reading 
The Happiest Baby on the 
Block as they excitedly 
wait for their first son to 
arrive in May 2018.

New Member Highlight

Maxwell J. Carr

Mazel Tov to Max Carr, a 7th 
grader at Dartmouth Middle 
School. Max will become a Bar 
Mitzvah at Temple Emanu-El on 
June 16, 2018. Max really enjoys 
his math and music classes at 
school. He plays the euphonium 
in the school’s concert and 
symphonic bands, and he recently 
performed with the symphonic 
band at Disneyland. He is a huge 
fan of cats, especially the cute 
one, Melodie, who lives with 
him and his family. In his spare 

time, Max enjoys reading, playing tennis, cooking/baking, spending 
time with friends and family, and just about anything computer 
related. He volunteers several times a month at the Dancing Cat, 
an adoption agency for adult cats. Max is very excited to share this 
special simcha with all his family!

Bar Mitzvah
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Gala Recap
The Casino Royale Gala committee spent months planning 
an exciting and glamorous evening. A special thank you 
to all the volunteers, donors, and staff for their time and 
energy! We appreciate The Party Helpers catering and 
Gatsby Entertainment for making our evening a success! 

Thank You to our Majesty’s Secret Service Volunteers
Robin Feinman-Marino, Jamie Gold, Kim Jackman, Steve 
Jackman, Andrea Laber, Edgardo Laber, Shirley Lee, Dan 
Lee, Judy Levy, Bob Levy, Rachel Levy, Debbie Michels, 
Grant Michels, Melenie Pearson, Greg Turetsky, and 
Andrew Weinberg. 

Thank you to our Teen Volunteers
Karlie Gold, Matt Dworkin, Braydon Henry, Sophie 
Jackman, Josh Mandel, Ben Messinger, Sam Messinger, 
Leo Michels, Connor Turetzky, Samantha Wiesner, and 
Rachel Weinberg 

Thank you to our fabulous A-Team Stephanie Pollock, 
Megan Hendrickson, and Shantha Smith. And 
custodians, Gerardo Cabada and Jose Carillo.

Thank you to our Winner’s Circle Sponsors

High Roller: Temple Emanu-El Sisterhood and Ruth and 
Robert Fox

Pit Boss: Doris Davis, Joan and Marvin Fox, Bruce 
Frederick, Dr. Bobbye Gorenberg, Marilyn and Morton 
Leiter, Robin Feinman-Marino and Fabio Marino, Ruth 
and Dr. Lawrence Ross 

Croupier: Shirley and Dan Lee, JoAnn Shank

Dealer: Uri and Judith Gottfeld, Pam and Jeff Hoffman, 
Andrea and Edgardo Laber, Judy and Bob Levy, Lynn 
Offenhartz and Andrew Weinberg, Nancy Weintraub and 
Byron Lilly, Liz Shivell and Deborah Zimmer

Thank You to Our All or Nothing Silent and Live Auction 
Donors

Sharon Barowsky

Bill’s Café

Broadway San Jose

Gail and Mark Cahn

Gladys Chandler

Rebecca and Kirk Everett

Larry Fox

Marci Gerston

Judith and Uri Gottfeld

Guglielmo Winery

Rhonda and Bob Hansen

Michelle Healy and Chris 
Eaton

Valencia Howard 
Photography

Valencia Howard Piano 
School

Terri Kane

Aaron Levy

Judy and Bob Levy

Rabbi and Cheriel Magat

Debbie Michaels

Monique and Michael 
Migdol

Melenie Pearson

Stephanie and Sarah 
Pollock

Philip Schwarz

JoAnn Shank

Joseph Shank

Sienna Bistro

Six Flags

Scott Sweet

Temple Emanu-El 
Brotherhood

Temple Emanu-El 
Sisterhood

Sienna Bistro

Ilene Tucker

Greg Turetzky

Valet Custom Closets and 
Cabinets
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Each year at this time, we reach out to all 
Temple members and ask them to renew 
their commitment for the following year. But 
what exactly is membership commitment? 
Is it just a monetary pledge? At a basic 
level yes, but I believe that membership 

commitment is so much more than a financial promise. 
Synagogue membership is a brit, a covenant to support a 
community of shared Jewish values. It supports and creates 
a place to worship, learn, and build lasting relationships. 

People join synagogues for a myriad of reasons. We join to 
celebrate simchas as part of a larger community. We join 
when we want to have a Jewish wedding. We join to mourn 
the passing of loved ones with the support of community 
and with the healing traditions of our ancestors. We join to 
continue our religious, spiritual, and practical education. We 
join to educate our children with the values of Torah. We join 
to become part of a chosen family. We join to become part 
of a havurah. We join to become activists for social justice. 
We join to make a difference in the world through tikkun 
olam. We join to support the local Jewish community. We 
join to volunteer on committees and task forces that create 
positive change. We join to connect. 

All roads to membership at Temple Emanu-El are unique 
but everyone re-commits to membership at Temple 
Emanu-El each year to make certain that this historic, 

diverse, vibrant, Jewish community continues to be an 
active center of Jewish culture, community, and learning. 

Whether you are at Temple for services and classes 
each week or come once a year at High Holy Days, your 
membership commitment ensures there is a dynamic 
reform Jewish Temple in San Jose for all who need it.

All Temple members will receive membership commitment 
renewal information by mail. Please know that my door 
is always open and I am happy to discuss any questions 
that you might have about the renewal process. I hope 
to see you all at the TEAMys (Temple Emanu-El Annul 
Meeting and Volunteer Recognition) on Sunday, June 
10 at 11:00AM! We will have lunch, see the premier of 
the 2017/18 highlights video, and hear about the exciting 
new opportunities for involvement and growth at Temple 
Emanu-El!

Stephanie Pollock

Stephanie’s Corner

Join us for a Special Lunch 
and Learn
Please join Cantor Edmondson and our Director of 
Education, Phil Hankin, as together we will participate in 
a worldwide text study. The four Hebrew Union College 
campuses are offering text study sessions on June 6 at 
1:00 PM as a way to honor the president of the school, 
Rabbi Aaron Panken, Ph.D., z”l who recently passed 
away. HUC’s program is called “Sheloshim for Sheloshim: 
30 Minutes of Text Study in Honor of the Sheloshim of 
Rabbi Aaron Panken, Ph.D., z”l.” As a group, we will attend 
and participate via video chat. Note that this program will 
begin later than our traditional Lunch ‘n Learn. The study 
begins at 1PM, but feel free to join us earlier to preview the 
materials. We hope you’ll join us to engage in some very 
special text study as we celebrate Rabbi Panken’s life and 
mourn the loss of this great scholar and mensch.

This group is being taught by Rabbi Dvora Weisberg, Ph.D., 
Professor of Rabbinics via video.
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This quote was taken from a 
camper letter sent to Camp 
Newman after a summer 
experience which changed 
the life of this individual. From 
this letter, Ruben Arquilevich, 
the Executive Camp Director, 

contacted the camper to see if he could ensure that her 
sentiment was enshrined for years to come. This quote 
has become the enduring slogan for URJ Camp Newman, 
and it embodies perfectly what thousands of young people 
understand each and every summer. I call 
it the “power of camp.” It is the unspoken 
feeling that something magical takes 
place while attending a residential Jewish 
summer camp (or for that matter, a trip to 
Israel). As many of you may know, it was 
my camp experience that influenced who I 
am and why I became a Jewish Educator. 
If it were not for my rabbi and the Temple 
Sisterhood providing me with a campership to attend 
Camp Swig 41 years ago, my path might have taken a very 
different direction.

Camp over the years has become vital for producing  
engaged Jews in all walks of life. Studies show that if 
you attended a residential summer camp for any length 
of time, chances are you became an active member 
within a Jewish community, created a solidly identified 
Jewish household, and/or dedicated your life to working 
professionally as a Jewish clergy, educator, or communal 
service professional. With the cost of summer camp 
programs becoming increasingly prohibitive, an entire 
generation of young people is not being able to reap the 
rewards of participating in these life altering experiences. 
Many families must scrape and claw for any amount of 
money possible to help offset the cost of these programs. 
When I first started attending camp, it cost my family $100 
per week. Now it costs me to send my children to camp 
more than $1200 per week. If it were not for various 
campership/scholarship opportunities my family budget 
might be maxed out. 

Here at Temple Emanu-El, we have a Youth Enrichment 
Fund (YEF) to help with the rising cost of camp. The YEF 
was established to provide monies to assist families in 
paying for a Jewish summer programmatic experience. 
Whether it is sending a child to residential Jewish summer 
camp or on an educational trip to Israel, the YEF can 
help. Several families were able to take advantage of 

the fund this past year, plus those who received merit-
based gifts because of their overall involvement within the 
TEE Religious School. If you find yourself in the enviable 
position to help contribute to the ongoing financial viability 
of ensuring that young people will continue to attend 
Jewish summer programs, please consider giving to  
the YEF. 

This is only one of the many ways one can receive 
financial assistance in helping pay for Jewish summer 
experiences. You should be thinking now as to how to 

begin saving for your child’s summer 
activities – for Summer 2019. Contact the 
camp/program that you have your eye on 
and find out what opportunities there are 
to receive financial help. Start by putting 
away $100 per month now so that by the 
time you have to pay the camp bill next 
May you will have saved $1200. Contact 
the Jewish Federation of Silicon Valley and 

find out when their scholarship applications are available 
for next year. Whatever the methods, be resourceful and 
plan ahead. Do not wait for January. Spots at camps begin 
to fill up by November/December. 

I look forward to my annual time at camp again later 
this summer. This year will be different, however. I will 
be spending my time at one of the URJ’s newly formed 
specialty camps in Southern California (6-Points Sports 
West [https://6pointssports.org/california/] and 6-Points  
Sci-Tech [https://6pointsscitech.org/]). These camps 
are part of the overall growing segment of summer 
camping that focuses on specialty/targeted demographic 
programming. The URJ has successful models of each 
of these camps on the East Coast, and have recently 
opened these camps on the West Coast. I am excited to 
experience what these programs have to offer and will 
be reporting back to the Congregation in the fall. Many 
of our TEE members will once again be attending many 
summer camps, including Camp Newman, Camp Tawonga, 
JCC Maccabi Camp, and other residential and day Jewish 
camps. Having children spend quality Jewish time during 
the summer will have a lasting impact on their Jewish souls 
that could one day translate into them telling the same 
story I do about how camp influenced who they became. 
The investment you make now in your child’s Jewish 
presence will pay huge dividends for the future of the 
Jewish community.

Phil Hankin

Religious School
“Camp Is Life, The Rest Is Just Details…”

It is the unspoken 
feeling that something 
magical takes place while 
attending a residential 
Jewish summer camp.
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Religious School
Registration is Opening Soon!

Register your students for the 2018-2019  

Religious School Year.

A faster, easier registration process! YOU MUST BE LOGGED 
IN TO YOUR TEMPLE ACCOUNT TO REGISTER STUDENTS.

If you need your Temple log-in and Password, contact  

admin@templesanjose.org.

Registration will open online at www.templesanjose.org.

SHABARBECUE

Temple Emanu-El

Friday, 
August 3 

at 
7:30 PM

V E G E T A R I A N  M E A L S  
A V A I L A B L E  U P O N  

R E Q U E S T

T o  e n s u r e  w e  h a v e  e n o u g h  f o o d  f o r  
e v e r y o n e ,  p l e a s e  R S V P  b y  J u l y  2 7  t o  

a d m i n @ t e m p l e s a n j o s e . o r g .

Fun for families, singles, and 
couples!

Mazel Tov!
On Monday, May 14, Rabbi Magat received an 

honorary Doctorate of Divinity from  
Hebrew Union College recognizing his 25 

years in the Rabbinate. We wish him a Mazel 
Tov on this honor.

Mazel Tov!
Mazel tov to our adult B’nai Mitzvah Class  

this year:

Jessica Blitchok 

Shannon Brown, 

Stacey Dedering 

Robin Feinman-Marino 

Suzanne Lerner 

and 

Liz Shivell!



Sponsor an Oneg

Special Occasions: Birthdays, 
Anniversaries, Graduations

Memorials: In memory of a loved 
one’s Yahrzeit 

There are two ways to sponsor: 
Bring 3 platters of food OR 
donate, and food platters will be 
prepared on your behalf.

Sign up by contacting  
admin@templesanjose.org.

Connections
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Mitzvah Day Recap
On Sunday, April 29, the Temple Emanu-El community participated in our Mitzvah Day – a day of caring and service.  
From the information booths, to sandwich making, no sew blankets, composting workshops, and more, there was 
something for everyone. 

Oneg Sponsors

May 4, 2018 | Families of the 2nd and 3rd grade 
classes in honor of their participation in tonight’s 
service

May 11, 2018 | The Mullen, Ramot, and Miller 
Family in memory of Isaac and Golda Miller, The 
Frederick Family in memory of Marguerite Heldt

May 18, 2018 | The Board of Trustees in honor of 
Rabbi Magat’s doctorate

May 25, 2018 | The Families of the Adult B’nai 
Mitzvah Students, The Heiman Family in 
memory of Donald Heiman
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Sisterhood
On June 3 Sisterhood will be hosting our 
Annual Donor Luncheon at Temple in the 
Temple Social Hall. Our new Board will 
be nominated. Congratulations to our Lee 
Axelrad Malach Award recipient Debra 
Ransier for going “Above and Beyond” in 
volunteering. Our Woman of Valor Award will 
be presented to Melenie Pearson who has 
demonstrated the ideals of tikkun olam for 
the past 10 years. Come hear the personal 
stories of cancer survivors as we honor their 
courage. “Go pink” attire is encouraged. 
Enjoy a delicious lunch catered by Sienna 
Bistro by Dave Wiesner. Please send your 
response card in time to reach the Temple 
office by May 29. For more information 
please call Robin Feinman-Marino at 408-
205-6743.

July will start a new year for our organization. 
Although dates have yet to be determined, 
we will be having a Brunch meeting with the 
new Board and a Calendar meeting in July.

Also, mark your calendars for Sisterhood 
Shabbat on July 20 on the Patio at 6:30 PM. If 
you would like to participate, contact Melenie 
Pearson at 408-506-7253.

Enjoy your Summer!

Upcoming Events:

Donor Luncheon
June 3, 2018 • 11:00 AM – 2:00 PM

WRJ Area Day
July 15, 2018 • Temple Isaiah, Lafayette

Sisterhood Shabbat
July 20, 2018 • 6:30 PM

Rosh Chodesh Tamuz
Ladies, please join us on Sunday, June 10 from 10:00-11:00 AM for a spiritually 
uplifting experience welcoming Rosh Chodesh with Cantor Edmondson. For 
this Rosh Chodesh Tamuz, co-sponsored by the Temple Ritual Committee and 
Sisterhood, we invite all adult women of the congregation to celebrate women’s 
rights and honor our neighbors. Enjoy a very short text study while baking cookies 
together! Stay afterwards for our annual congregational meeting with lunch 
provided. RSVP is a must by Friday, June 8th at 12:00 PM.

SILICON VALLEY JEWISH COMMUNITY

Friday, June 15 at 6 pm

At Congregation Sinai
1532 Willowbrae Avenue, San Jose, CA 95125

Join clergy from Congregation Sinai,

along with Congregation Beth David,

Congregation Shir Hadash, Temple Emanu-El,

APJCC and Yavneh Day School

for the 2018 Pride Shabbat.

Celebrate Shabbat together with an inspiring and inclusive musical

Kabbalat Shabbat evening service. 

We invite families and individuals of any background, race, ethnicity, 

sexual orientation, and gender identity to welcome Shabbat and support 

GLBTQ members of the community. Oneg following the service.

1532 Willowbrae Avenue, San Jose, CA 95125 | (408) 264 - 8542 | office@sinai-sj.org | w w w.sinai-sj.org

Interested in joining Cantor Amanda 
Edmondson, the URJ and Temple Emanu-El  
as we march in the San Francisco Pride  
Parade on Sunday, June 24? Please contact 
admin@templesanjose.org to sign up!
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Those who have died recently

Katelyn Vo, Cousin of Christina Blue

Geri Pomerantz, Friend of Rabbi Dana Magat

Rabbi Aaron Panken, President of Hebrew Union College - Jewish Institute of Religion

We Remember

And those we have lost in years past

June 1 | Clara W. Altschuler, David Annan, Maxwell H. Bloom, 
Robert Cohn, Gertrude Davidson, Vivian Debenport, Murray 
Dwosken, Minnie Fagen, Dr. N. William Forest, Lottie Ganz, 
Michael Goodman, Leahn Halprin, Donald Heiman, Sidney 
Huchital, Violet Hutchins, Stanley Kaisel, Sarah Kaufman, Harry 
Leiter, Emil Leoffler, Lawrence Lewis, Albert Ludwig, Pauline 
Milgrom, Abraham Rubenstein, Isadore Seelig, Isadore Stein, 
Mr. Henry J. Thailer, Joseph Hart Walters, Sherman Warso, 
Debbie Wolfson

June 8 | Helene Breslauer, Robert Broder, Carl Dimino, Helen 
Gates, Morris Gerston, Samuel Golstein, Betty Gordon, Sidney 
Greenberg, Fred Jackson, Harriet Joffe, Morton Ladowitz, 
Goldie Minkin, Rose Morris, Mickey Penner, Ginny Perkins, 
Mary Port, Cyril Rosenberg, Larry Rosenberg, Francheska 
Rubin, Leah Rubin, David Saltzman

June 15 | Reba Alberts, Edward Berman, Anna Bronstein, 
Frieda Friedman, Doreen Gilbertson, Max Glantz, Eva Golden, 
Mark Goldstein, Selma Heller, Lena Hetzer, Richard Hirsch, Ruth 
Hoffman, Amy D. Lowy, Joseph Nathan, Sherman Naymark, 
Susan Parnell, Aron Pencovic, Sam Penner, Ted Pollak, Sarah 
Silver, Erich Simon, Ben Woron

June 22 | George Dedering, Sarah Gerston, Dr. Elsa Gordon, 
Philip Hammer, David Kane, Constance Kinspel, Philip Lehman, 
David Levine, Irving Levy, Evelyn Marquis, Ruth Matzner, 
Don McRoberts, Sandra Medler, Louis Milgrom, Helen Miller, 
Dorothy Pinsker, Ruth Rubin, Yetta Schneider, Mark Siegel, 
Steven Simon, Rose Uberman

June 29 | Marlene Albert, Gerald Benson, Sarah Berman, 
Ben Byer, Ruth Cohen, Dorothy Davis, Edwin Delman, Vince 
Donnelly, Hilde Doron, Dr. Max Mickey Gold, Elaine Herzog, 
Carol Kaufman, Rose Kaufmann, Martha Levine, Stefanie 
Newhouse, Bessie Pollack, Aaron Ress, Ernesto Schkolnick, 
Dorothy Segal, Morris Silver, Ben Spector, Meyer E. Tepper, 
Nancy Wright, Phillip Zabinsky

July 6 | Shirley Azen, Leslie Bamburg, Oris Black, Stanford 
Fox, Minnie Frederick, Leon Gerris, Corinne Gold, Elizabeth 
Green, Rosie Ivy, Rose Kaufmann, Sid and Pauline Kovalsky, 
Ada Kramer, Jack Leiter, Ruth Kay Leiter, Leo Lindauer, Ruth 
C. Madsen, Dorothy Meshel, Joy Morris, Harry Popkin, Rachel 
Rhein, Chester Schneider, William Schwartz, Leo Siegel, Molly 
Siegler, Carrie Sogg, Morris Suntop, Judson Thurston, Clorine 
Wheeler, Roberts J. Wright

July 13 | Stephen Asmussen, Irving Goodman Bobb, Sidney 
Brash, Morris Burman, Arthur Cagan, Herman Cagan, David A. 
Cohen, Siegfried Danziger, Bert Gates, Jacob Hubert, Evelyn 
Hutchins, Max Kaufmann, Ethel Cohen Kipperman, Edith Stein 
Kovnat, Joseph Lerner, Ann Lewon, Isadore Marks, Rivka 
Burman Marshalkovitz, Elinore Pollock, Richard Rocker, Jack 
Rotofsky, Walter Saltzman, Edward Schwartz, Helen Siegel, 
Morley Silverman, Hal Turkus, Sophie Van Rosam, Joshua 
Weisenfeld

July 20 | Jack Brandman, Edward Cant, Jack Duchowny, 
Delwin Edwards, Estelle Farbstein, Gussie Hirsch, Evlyn G. 
Hubert, Helene Hurwitz, Stanley Landers, David Levin, Lilly 
Levine, Phyllis Matzner, Ann Nemec, Bernard Rosen, Myrtle 
Rubenstein, Natalie Schmerz, Elizabeth Schneider, Joseph 
Shanske, Allen Siegel, George Sturr, Sunny Sunshine

July 27 | Barbara Abrams, Louis Berlant, Arthur Decker, 
Ernesto Fliker, Charles Galin, Sidney Gambord, Samuel Gerstley, 
Annette Golstein, Morris Hirsch, Leo Ivener, Rachel Jacobson, 
Michael Kmait, Belle Kramer, Gladys Kreisber, Robert Leiter, 
Janice Leshay, Milton Lichtbach, Bettie Miller, Beatrice Motel, 
Millie Penner, Herbert Ravel, Max Sachs, Verleen Salak, Frieda 
Sapper, Samuel J. Schneider, Pauline Shine, Ida Simon, Robert 
Solomon, Hippolito Soto, Mrs Gladys Taub, Esther Weiner
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Accompaniment Fund

Fabio Marino and Robin Feinman-Marino 

Craig Mermel and Lauren Nagel

Bertram Berns Music Fund

Abe Livchitz, in memory of Irwin Tuttelman

Betty Rinsler Religious School 
Endowment Fund

Mark and Bette Emanuel, in honor of  
the renewal of vows of Jake and  
Pauline Braunstein

David Reiser, in memory of Randy Reiser

Endowment Fund

JoAnn Shank, in honor of the renewal  
of the wedding vows of Pauline and  
Jake Braunstein

JoAnn Shank, in honor of the 90th birthday of 
Rita Loren

Gala other fundraising
Dan and Laura Winter

General Fund
Dr. Suzanne Boxer-Gassman and Mr. Gerald 

Gassman

Jacob and Pauline Braunstein

Dr. Barry and Mary Cohen

Stephen and Arlene Greenberg, in memory 
of Alexandra Kanciruk

Stephen and Arlene Greenberg, in memory 
of Malvin Weiss

Stephen and Arlene Greenberg, in memory 
of Ben Weiss

Dr. Robert and Jo Anne Hersch, in memory of 
Jack Gardner

Dr. Robert and Jo Anne Hersch, in memory of 
Helen Hersch

Jeff and Pamela Hoffman, in memory of 
Gerald Gagle from Pam and Jeff Hoffman

Jeff and Pamela Hoffman, in memory of 
Margaret Gagle from Pam and Jeff Hoffman

Marc and Melissa Israel

Ruth Jaffe, in honor of Rita Loren’s birthday

Joyce Mendel, in memory of Eric Mendel

Marilyn Rothman, in honor of  
Stacey Dedering’s Bat Mitzvah on 5/26/18

Hugh Silin, in memory of Simon Silin from  
The Silin Family

Henry and Debra Watkins 

Harold Cahn Prayerbook Fund

Dr. Edward and Marjorie Cahn, in honor of 
Rita Loren’s birthday

Dr. Edward and Marjorie Cahn, in memory of 
Dr. Maurice Malen

JoAnne Salman-Tehrani Homeless Fund

Deborah Katzman 

Judith Jurman Omens Cemetery 
Beautification Fund

Edith Rosenberg, in memory of  
Joseph Rosenberg

Pizza dinner for teen volunteers at Gala

Steve and Kim Jackman

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

Robert Applebaum, in memory of  
Rosalyn Applebaum

Dr. Allan and Judith Bernstein, in memory of 
Bernie Bernstein

Jacob and Pauline Braunstein, a special 
thank you to Rabbi Magat

Jamie Mulkey, in memory of  
Pearl Schneiderman

JoAnn Shank, for Rabbi Dana Magat in honor 
of 25 years in the Rabbinate

Religious School Fund

Jacob and Pauline Braunstein, thank you to 
Deborah Jacobstein for the lovely chuppah

Dr. Barry and Mary Cohen, in honor of the re-
wedding of Jacob and Pauline Braunstein

Religious School Sports Equipment

Temple Emanu-El Brotherhood 

Scholar in Residence Fund

Robert and Maggie Cant, in memory of  
Dora Kaisel

Robert and Maggie Cant, in memory of  
Anna Becker

Weintraub Religious School Scholarship

Judy Sack, in honor of the 90th birthday of 
Rita Loren

Thank You for Your Generous Contributions

 This list includes contributions made on or between 04/13/2018–05/15/2018.

If you would like to make a contribution, visit www.templesanjose.org

Do you have difficulty hearing 
the services in the Sanctuary?

If so, please inform a 

service usher, service greeter, or a 

custodian and they will gladly  

provide you with a listening device 

that will amplify the sound.
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Gloria Melmon Ascher
Realtor
BRE#00613382

Cell 408.781.8624
Office	 408.741.1111	x604
Fax	 408.741.1199
gascher@apr.com

12772	Saratoga-Sunnyvale	Road
Suite	1000
Saratoga,	CA	95070
www.GloriaAscher.com

REALTORS

CCTO

www.cavetocellar.com

Order online 
today!

Cave to Cellar
French     Wines

Artisnal wines 
for every day,

Gifts,
Holidays!

Champagne • Rhone
Burgundy • Beaujolais

Jewish Family Services Home Care 

Competitive rates 
 

homecare@jfssv.org 
(408) 556-0600 

 

 Personal care 
Domestic duties 
Transportation 
Companionship 
Mobility 

If you would like to advertise in  

Temple Emanu-El’s Connections

contact Megan Hendrickson at  

megan@templesanjose.org.
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Clergy____________________________________________________________
Dana Magat | Senior Rabbi – rabbimagat@templesanjose.org

Amanda Edmondson | Cantor – cantoramanda@templesanjose.org

Joseph Gitin, D.D. (z”l) | Rabbi Emeritus

Committee Chairs__________________________________________________
Bobi Levine | Havurah Coordinator – havurah@templesanjose.org

Dan Lee | Membership Commitment – dues@templesanjose.org

Uri Gottfeld | Facilities – facilities@templesanjose.org

Debbie Michels | Marketing – marketing@templesanjose.org

Branden Frederick | Ritual – ritual@templesanjose.org

Robert Levy | Tikkun Olam – to@templesanjose.org

Debbie Michels | Membership – membership@templesanjose.org

Enrique Guadiamos | Leadership Development – leadership@templesanjose.org

Kim Jackman | Religious School – rscommittee@templesanjose.org

Fagie Rosen and Harriet Saltzman | Caring Committee – caring@templesanjose.org

Robin Feinman-Marino | Fundraising Committee – fundraising@templesanjose.org

Joe Riggio | Endowment Committee – endowment@templesanjose.org

Denise Moreno | Preschool Committee – pscommittee@templesanjose.org

Staff_____________________________________________________________
Stephanie Pollock | Executive Director – stephanie@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 ext. 233

Barbara Smead | Director, Early Childhood Education – barbara@templesanjose.org | 408-293-8660 | #434404443

Phil Hankin | Director of Education – phil@templesanjose.org | 408-292-3223

Shantha Smith | Bookkeeper – shantha@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 x235

Megan Hendrickson | Marketing & Communications Coordinator – megan@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 ext. 234

Wayne Rose and Cherie Ravel | Cemetery Administrators – cherie@templesanjose.org | 408-674-5867

Board of Trustees__________________________________________________
Andrew Weinberg | President – president@templesanjose.org

Ilene Tucker | VP Administration – vpadmin@templesanjose.org

Debbie Michels | VP Membership – vpmembership@templesanjose.org

Alissa Meltzer | VP Education & Youth – vprey@templesanjose.org

Edgardo Laber | Secretary – secretary@templesanjose.org

David Heiman | Treasurer – treasurer@templesanjose.org

Auxiliaries________________________________________________________
Zach Szereszewski | Brotherhood President – brotherhood@templesanjose.org

Janet Phinick | Sisterhood President – sisterhood@templesanjose.org

Matthew Dworkin | EESY President – youthgroup@templesanjose.org

CONNECTIONS is published 10 times a year by Temple Emanu-El, 1010 University Ave., San Jose, CA 95126. 

Award/Operating and Tribute Funds
General Fund
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Alvin Ravel Garden Fund
Beverly Jordan Temple Beautification Fund
Judith Jurman Omens Cemetery 

Beautification Fund
Lou and Clara Juren Library Fund
Ralph Goldeen Library Fund
Endowment Fund

Religious Funds
Harold Cahn Prayerbook Fund
Kenneth Gordon Children’s Prayerbook Fund
Susanne & Maurice Tucker High Holy Days 

Music Fund
Ida F. Kragen Consecration and Caring Fund

Youth Funds
Religious School Fund
Religious School Enrichment Fund
Betty Rinsler Religious School
Endowment Fund
Weintraub Religious School Scholarship Fund
Campership Fund
Leonard and Bernice Gaon Campership Fund
Michael Elman Campership Fund
Milton Fox Campership Fund
Phyllis Matzner Campership Fund
Israel Scholarship Fund
Susanne C. Blickman Arts and Crafts Fund
Sid Rosenberg Religious School Senior Trip 

Fund

Cultural Funds
Choir Fund
Phyllis Omel Junior Choir Fund
Bertram Berns Music Fund
Shank-Rockman Family Sound System Fund
Scholar in Residence Fund

Community Funds
Facilities for the Aged Fund (Chai House)
JoAnne Salman-Tehrani Homeless Fund

Other Tribute Opportunities
$36 - Prayerbook Tribute
$218/$500/$750 - Tree of Life
Leaf/small/large rock
$500 - Sanctuary Chair Plaque
$750 - Memorial Plaque  

 (in sanctuary foyer)

Opportunities in 
Levin Learning Center
$5,000 - Stair Plaque
$10,000 - Library Column Dedication
$25,000 - Room Dedication

Contact the Admin team for 
additional opportunities.

Making a contribution to one of Temple Emanu-El’s many funds is a wonderful way to 
honor your friends and family. You may make contributions in honor of a birth, a birthday, 
brit milah, baby naming, Bar/Bat Mitzvah, confirmation, graduation, engagement, 
wedding, anniversary, promotion, new home, special occasion or just because. You may 
also make contributions for get-well wishes, condolences, remembrances and yahrzeits.
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