
 
 April Service Schedule

Thursday, April 5

6:00 PM Sisterhood Women’s Seder

Friday, April 6

9:00 AM Pesach Yizkor Service

6:00 PM Pizza Dinner to End Passover

7:00 PM Erev Shabbat Family Service  
 with 4th and 5th Graders

Saturday, April 7

10:00 AM Shabbat in Nature

Wednesday, April 11

7:00 PM Community Yom Ha’Shoah  
 at Beth David

Friday, April 13

7:00 PM Erev Havurah Shabbat Service

Saturday, April 14

9:00 AM Baby Shabbat: Babies and  
 Bagels

Friday, April 20

6:00 PM Tot Shabbat with Catered  
 Dinner

7:00 AM Erev “Green” Shabbat Service

Saturday, April 21

10:30 AM Bat Mitzvah of Liana Bzostek

Sunday, April 22

11:30 AM Re-Wedding of Jake and  
 Pauline Braunstein

Friday, April 27

6:30 PM Annual Campaign Recognition  
 Wine and Cheese

7:30 PM Rock Shabbat Service

Saturday, April 28

9:00 AM 4th Grade Minyan and  
 Shabbaton

Sunday, April 29

10:00 AM Mitzvah Day 1010 University Ave., San Jose, CA 95126 • 408-292-0939 • admin@templesanjose.org 

www.templesanjose.org • facebook.com/templesanjose • twitter.com/templesanjose 
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The honor of your presence is requested on  
Sunday, the twenty-second of April,  

two thousand and eighteen at  
11:30 in the morning  

for the reaffirmation of wedding vows of  
Pauline and Jacob Braunstein  

in the sanctuary at Temple Emanu-El. 

This community and congregational event is 

a wonderful part of the Fifth Grade Religious 

School life cycle curriculum. We hope you plan 

to attend. Everyone is invited to attend the 

reception immediately following the ceremony 

in the Temple House.

Lorie Kaplan

The Karp Family

Michael and Ruth Cahn

David Reiser and Margie Blickman

Bobi and Ray Levine and Family

JoAnn Shank and Family

Barry and Mary Cohen

The Feinman-Marino Family

Marsha and Larry Matheny

Dan and Shirley Lee

Lori Rush

Jane Pencovic Schwartz and Sons

Marvin and Joan Fox and Family

Allan and Judith Bernstein and Family

Passover Greetings 
from your  

Temple Family

Saturday, May 5, 2018
6:00 PM

see page 7 for additional information



Continuing on a bit from my 
column of last month, it’s now no 
secret that my time as president 
of the Board of Trustees is coming 
to an end in June. Way back on 
our Erev Rosh Hashanah service 
last year, I shared with you a little 
account of me being president: 
how many emails I had read and/
or sent, how many meetings 
I attended, how many phone 

calls answered, etc. Regardless of the outcome of any 
of those interactions, it was a nuts-and-bolts assessment 
of the volume of all of it. While on the surface it may 
seem overwhelming, to me it was such a smorgasbord of 
opportunities, issues, resolutions, and even some deeply 
personal moments, that I honestly hardly noticed the 
volume. The impression (at least to me) that my 4 years 
in the role have gone by like a snap of the fingers just 
attests to how much I have enjoyed it. I spent nearly the 
first 20 years of my professional life working in different 
large companies and then the last 15 or so working for 
myself. Jumping away from my solo act, the past 4 years 
have again been dealing with a lot of moving parts, trying 
ultimately to make it all work, was a greatly rewarding and 
ultimately a major learning experience. It has been a great 
ride and I thank you all, our Temple members, for giving 
me this great opportunity. 

On a more fun note, Passover is here and I’m pretty sure 
I mentioned at one time or another that it’s one of my 
favorite, if not my absolute favorite, holidays. I’m 56 years 
old and have been going to Seders as far back as I can 
remember. Of that time, I only had to ask the 4 questions 
maybe 2 or 3 times max, probably only from when I could 
talk to when my 1 ½ year younger sister, or our slightly 
younger cousin Michael started talking. Neither of them 
has stopped talking since—I’ve had cell phone batteries 
go dead in conversations with them over the years. So 
during the rest of those Passover Seders, I was basically 
an observer. Don’t get the wrong idea: over the years, I’ve 
hosted a few Seders of course, but beside those times, 
my responsibilities were generally limited to the obligatory 
readings from the Haggadah, here and there. and finding 
the bottom of my matzah ball soup bowl. Remembering 
those “light” tasks has brought to mind something we 
have all probably wrestled with at one time or another: 
Seder guilt. Don’t pretend you don’t know what I’m talking 
about. It’s the guilt in having the feeling that a Passover 
Seder is great fun, a wonderful meeting of friends and 

family to catch up and enjoy time together, especially 
when SOMEONE ELSE is hosting it. Let’s be fair: it’s a huge 
undertaking—a lot of prep, and lot of work running it, and 
a lot of cleanup (yes, we always offer to “help with the 
dishes,” but none of our hosts accept, right? Nice try.). As 
mentioned above, I’ve done a bit of hosting which reduces 
my guilt somewhat, but if I were to take stock this minute, I 
might be slightly ashamed to say that my overall “guest-to-
host” Passover Seder ratio is, at best, 15 to 1. That means I 
have been a guest at a friend or family member’s Seder 15 
times for each time I hosted myself. Being more analytical, 
if you remove the first 20 years of my life (as a child or 
young adult still in college) my ratio drops to perhaps 8 or 
9 to 1, which actually doesn’t seem that bad, right? Well 
that’s the story I’m telling myself, and I’m sticking to it. 

Regardless of whether you’re hosting Seder this year 
(guilt-free) or just plan on being a guest (feeling guilty), 
have a Happy Passover. 

Andrew Weinberg

From the President
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Join Rabbi Magat and  
Cantor Edmondson  

for a Disney Sing-A-Long.

Dress up as your favorite Disney 
character and sing your favorite Disney 
tunes while enjoying delicious treats.

All are welcome

April 22 at 4:00 PM
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On March 9, my family and I got to experience something wonderful. My husband, Ted, and I, 
along with our new baby girl, Evelyn, were embraced by many members of our family as we 
officially gave our daughter her Hebrew name, Rivkah Miryam. Both my parents, Ted’s parents 
and grandmother, our sisters, a brother-in-law and our niece and nephew came out to San Jose 
to spend some time with our Evie. 

Her first name, Evelyn was one we chose early on in the pregnancy. This name did not come 
from anyone in the family – it’s simply the one that we hope will help her establish herself as 

her own, independent, 
strong woman. Her middle 
name, Mae represents two 
very special grandmothers: 
Ted’s paternal grandmother, 
Mildred, and my paternal 
grandmother, Miriam. 

When it came to Evelyn’s 
Hebrew name, we chose 
Miryam as her middle 
name after my paternal 
grandmother, and we 
chose Rivkah as her first 
name after Ted’s maternal 
great grandmother. Ted’s 
grandmother Ruth (whose 
mother was Rivkah), came 
to be with us for this special 
event. Ruth, at the age of 95, 
was proud to share about her 
dear mother and bestow her 
blessing upon our beautiful 
daughter.

Our little Evie is named 
for women who were 
independent, fierce, loving, 
stubborn, and family-
oriented. It is our hope that 
she will grow up to embody 
those same qualities and 
become a pillar of our family 
and the many generations to 
come.

Thank you to many members 
of the congregation who 
were able to be there with 
us and support us at services 
later on that evening. It truly 
takes a village, and this is our 
village. 

Cantor Amanda Edmondson

Cantor Notes

Sunday, April 29, 2018•10 AM – 1 PM
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A  Ritual Committee A
Yom HaAtzmaut, Israel’s Independence Day, begins this 
year at sundown on April 18 and runs until evening the 
following day. It commemorates Israel’s Declaration of 
Independence on 5 Iyar/May 14, 1948. The actual day may 
be adjusted each year so that it does not fall on Shabbat. 
In Israel, there are official speeches, ceremonies, concerts 
and fireworks in the evening, followed by family picnics and 
BBQs during the day. The day preceding Yom HaAtzmaut 
is observed solemnly as Yom Hazikaron, the Israeli Fallen 
Soldiers and Victims of Terrorism Remembrance Day. 
Most Israelis observe these days as non-religious, national 
holidays, like our Memorial Day and Fourth of July.

What does it mean to American Jews, particularly American 
Reform Jews? Why do we pay attention to it? It has no 
roots in the Bible or Talmud, like our other holidays. 
Isn’t it just for Israelis? For American Jews, celebrating 
Yom HaAtzmaut has been a way to express 
solidarity with the state of Israel and to 
strengthen their alliance with it. The religious 
movements have created additional prayers 
and services to explore our historical and 
spiritual connections with the land and people, 
as well as our gratitude for the modern miracle 
of Israel’s rebirth. Our Reform siddur, Mishkan 
T’Filah, contains a beautiful Yom HaAtzmaut 
service (pp. 538-553) with profound psalms and 
writings. The holiday is also a time for Jews of 
all denominations to pray for peace and justice 
in our historic homeland.

In many communities, Yom HaAtzmaut is one 
of few occasions in which Jewish organizations 
and synagogues of different ideologies and 
denominations cooperate in forming a common 
celebration. Especially here in Silicon Valley, 
links to Israel are strong through our tech and 
life sciences corporations, giving rise to a 
vibrant local Israeli population that participates 
in Jewish activities.

The Jewish Federation of Silicon Valley, the 
JCC, and other local Jewish organizations will 
celebrate Yom HaAtzmaut and Israel’s 70th 
birthday at the Levy Family Campus on Sunday, 
April 15, including: an introduction by the Israeli 
Consul General, a tech panel on “The Israeli 
Culture of Innovation”, a live performance by 
Belly Laughs, a fashion show, live music, family 
activities, a bounce house, student choirs, arts 
& crafts, QR code puzzle, an escape room for 

teens, Israeli food and wine tasting. All activities are free 
and open to the public.

There is not yet an accepted “tradition” of how to celebrate 
this holiday, and only time will tell whether certain customs, 
foods, prayers, and melodies will be linked in the Jewish 
mind with this holiday, as with holidays that emerged 
many centuries before Yom HaAtzmaut. Whatever the 
form of observance, Jews around the world celebrate 
the establishment of a modern homeland for the Jewish 
people, together with our brothers and sisters in Israel.

Whatever we do for the land of Israel, we 
do it for the honor and the well-being of the 
whole Jewish people.

  -- Albert Einstein

Maggie Cant, For the Ritual Committee 
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This D’var Torah was given by Janet Phinick at 
the March 4, 2018 Board of Trustees Meeting.

This year I took a huge risk and 
changed careers. Even though there 
was an equally significant payoff 
for making this move, changing 
careers at 59 seemed like a pretty 
unusual move for someone who was 
comfortably set in the same line of 
work for nearly 30 years. This was 
something I planned out several 
years ago. However odd as it seems, 
I knew I had to make this sacrifice for 
my future security and my family. 

If I were wealthy, of course, I would 
volunteer and enjoy my family 24/7. 
That is not my predicament, as is 
the case for most of the population 
in the Bay Area, who struggle hand 
to mouth to keep a roof over their 
heads. I feel the conflict of wanting 
to do more, but am stuck in the 8-5 
rut. With the commute, this rut is 
often 5 AM to 7 PM for many others. I 
consider myself fortunate.

Being involved with community 
volunteer work this year, from the 
flood in February to the Women’s 
Shelter, opened my eyes to how 
fragile life is. These experiences 
made me stronger in my constitution 
to stick to my personal goals of 
financial stability and security so 
one day I can spend more time 
helping others. It taught me the tough 
balancing act people try to perfect: 
people who work long hours but want 
to help others.

Scripture is abundant with passages 
that support the need for people to 
take care of themselves so they can 
help others. It seems to be the Jewish 
way and a core vehicle for mitzvah. 
I found this evident in a reference 
to Deuteronomy 15:4 “In you, there 
will be no destitute.” I see this as 
duty for setting goals and making 
sound decisions to avoid poverty. 
Also, there is the rule of tzedakah: 
It is forbidden to impoverish oneself 
through exceedingly generous 
donations. And the Jewish law that 

suggests that charity begins in the 
home.

Days seem much emptier knowing 
that I will be working in an office 
and not helping out at the Women’s 
Shelter at night because I am helping 
out in the home, keeping the peace 
with the teenager, and managing 
the crisis of the day. Knowing that 
my work behind the scenes with 
Sisterhood carries value (with the 

Temple and community) is some 
comfort, and abiding by Deut 15:4 is 
more tolerable, now that I know I only 
have three years until freedom to 
return to my volunteer life.

For those in this place, know that the 
work you can do to help others is a 
gift. The work you do to avoid poverty 
within, is work you can do to avoid 
poverty throughout our community.

Janet Phinick

My Take on Torah
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Temple Emanu-El Green Team
Spring has sprung. The color of 
nature, green, surrounds us. The 
Green Team understands our natural 
affinity to nature and wants to help 
make the protection of our planet 
part of our everyday life. Over the 
past couple of months the Green 
Team has been active hosting 
multiple education and conservation 
programs. Some of these programs 
are in pursuit of Green Certification; 
others are simply to educate our 
congregants. Our initial focus is on 
water conservation and reducing our 
waste stream. Soon you will see the 
following sticker on all the Temple 
waste bins. 

The ‘A’ in April stands for action. 
This month we will be seeking your 
assistance in ‘Greening’ the Temple. 
The Green Team will be hosting a 
Shabbat service on April 20 where 
we will be discussing the green 
certification programs the Temple 
is pursuing and soliciting your 
thoughts on how we can reduce our 
environmental footprint. 

We will be participating in Mitzvah 
Day on April 29 with educational 
materials and hands-on activities.

And if that is not enough, celebrate 
Earth Day by attending San Jose’s 
18th Annual Great American Litter 
Pick-Up. Events are taking place all 
over the City on April 21. 

Finally, in an effort to help the 
Temple’s congregants live a green 
lifestyle the Green Team will be 
publishing helpful hints with its 

Connections articles. The Green 
Team is initially focusing its efforts on 
water conservation, so here are a few 
water conservation tips. 

• Turn it off — When you are 
doing dishes or brushing your 
teeth, turn the faucet off when 
the water is not needed.

• Use low-flow showerheads 
and faucet aerators — Saving 
water is an easy way to reduce 
energy usage.

• Kick the bottled-water habit — If 
you add up the plastic used for 
the bottle, the energy required 
to collect and clean the water, 
and the fuel it takes to ship the 
bottles to stores, it equates to 
millions of barrels of oil each 
year.

To share an idea or learn more about 
the Green Team contact Bob Levy at 
to@templesanjose.org.

– Bob Levy

Dogs on leash permitted. Owners are responsible for
maintaining their pets' good behavior during the service.

This event is sponsored by the Temple Emanu-El Ritual
Committee and is free to members and non-members.

entrance

SHABBAT
IN NATURE
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Sisterhood Multi-Generational Women’s Seder 
Thursday, April 5, 2018 at 6:00 PM 

Bring your sisters, mothers, daughters, friends and share the 
delicious food, camaraderie, and uplifting ritual! Come and enjoy 
the food and festivities. 

Bring a Kosher-style salad, side dish or dessert to share for 
Passover. 

Entrée and ritual foods provided. 

Name:  _____________________________________________________

Phone:___________________________ Email ______________________

# attending ____ @$8 per Sisterhood member 

# attending ____ @$12 per non-member   Total Enclosed: $______________ 

RSVP by Tuesday, April 3:  
Email melenie.pearson@gmail.com or call Melenie at 408-506-7253

Send your check, made payable to Temple Emanu-El Sisterhood.

Oneg Sponsors
March 2, 2018 | Families of the 4th 

and 5th grade classes in honor of 
their participation in tonight’s service, 
Bob, Judy, & Rachel Levy in honor of 
Dr. Nell Kuhn Levy’s yahrzeit

March 9, 2018 | Natalie and Gregory 
Plummer in memory of Howard Recht, 
Temple Emanu-El Staff in honor 
of Evelyn Mae Edmondson’s baby 
naming

March 16, 2018 | Zach and Jenna 
Szereszewski, Susan and Henry 
Walaszczyk in memory of George 
Grossman and Larry Grossman, Steve 
Krandel and Lori Ghan in memory of 
Ruth Krandel on her first yahrzeit

March 23, 2018 | The Henry Family 
in memory of Sylvia Rosen, mother 
of Penni Henry and grandmother of 
Ariana, Analise and Braydon Henry

7
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The eScrip Benefit mobile shopping app is a smart 
move using your smartphone to support Temple.  
Simply visit escrip.com/getbenefit. 

Once you open the app, it will start setting up your 
account. Tap “Beneficiary” to 

locate & choose Temple 
Emanu-El as your nonprofit 
to support. You may need 
our zip code, which is 
95126. The app will finish 
setting you up & explain 
how to use it when you 
shop online or in-person 
at more than 200 national 
retailers. If you need  
help, just visit  

www.benefit-mobile.com.

Among the big-name merchants where you can earn 
2%-20% for Temple are: Airbnb, Amazon, Bass Pro 
Shops, Bed Bath & Beyond, Best Buy, Carnival Cruises, 
Home Depot, Hotels.com, IHOP, Jiffy Lube, Kmart, Nike, 
Nordstrom, Olive Garden, Omaha Steaks, REI, Safeway, 
Shutterfly, Southwest Airlines, Sports Authority, Staples, 
Starbucks, Target, Ulta, Walmart, Wine.com, and Zappos.

Lorie Kaplan, eScrip coordinator, 408.267.4563

Benefit Shopping App

Purim
Our community 
celebrated Purim to  
its fullest at our Purim  
Shpiel and Carnival.  
We had carnival games, 
crafts, a jumpy house, 
costumes – and of 
course, hamentaschen 
and more! It was a 
beautiful day full of 
cheer, celebration, good 
food and great company.

New Faces in the Administration Office

I am very pleased to introduce our newest staff member, Neta Assaf.  
She joined the A-Team in March as our Marketing Coordinator.  
Neta will be compiling the Connections bulletin, creating and distributing 
the weekly e-blast, updating the Temple website, managing our social 

media sites, and publicizing Temple events to the community. Neta looks forward to  
assisting all committees and groups with their publicity requests and can be reached at  
neta@templesanjose.org. Please make sure to introduce yourself the next time you are  
in the administrative office or if you see Neta at a Temple event. 

Stephanie’s Corner

http://escrip.com/getbenefit
http://www.benefit-mobile.com
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Preschool
Where in Israel is Miss Barb? 

This month I was given the amazing 
opportunity to travel to Israel and 

participate in the annual ECE-RJ (Early Childhood 
Educators of Reform Judaism) conference. This is a 
yearly conference held in random cities around the 
United States and actually it is one that I chaired in 2008 
here at our synagogue. The trip to Israel was a once-
in-a-lifetime opportunity, and it meant spending 15 days 
exploring the country. During that time I was able to tour 
from north of Galilee down to the south in the Negev 
Desert. We explored Jaffa along the Mediterranean 
Sea, visited Yad Vashem, and went to Kfar Aza and also 
Moshav Netiv Ha’asara on the edge of the Gaza Strip, 
where we met with experts in the field of PTSD to discuss 
ways in which they are helping children to deal with 
intense dangerous environments. We explored the Dead 
Sea, rode on a camel and even explored Masada and 
debated the decisions made there and what the long 
term ramifications of such a decision are today. Climbing 
into an archaeological dig was fascinating, and I felt like 
a 4 year old when I actually dug up pieces of pottery! 
We met with a local artist at an art colony and learned a 
fascinating new technique for teaching story boards to 
express personal experiences. I also had the opportunity 
to meet with the minister of education and local leaders 
trying to impact the educational system while also touring 
many Jewish preschools, 2 secular preschools. I alone 
had the unique opportunity to tour a Muslim school in the 
walls of the Old City. My final few days were spent with 
Rabbi Julius, formerly of Congregation Sinai in San Jose, 
whom Rabbi Magat was kind enough to arrange for me to 
spend time with. It was an amazing trip.

While I was gone, the preschoolers spent the very first 
week of my trip in Israel!! How? You may ask. Well, we 
turned the preschool into our own version of Israel. The 
teachers did a phenomenal job of changing their rooms, 
and suddenly we had our very own Shuk, Hadassah 
Hospital, Art Colony, Western Wall, and Northern Israel 
and even an Israeli Safari. The kids tracked me during my 
time, with pictures and emails, and they even followed 
me on the map. Suddenly our preschoolers are experts 
in their knowledge of Israel, and they love talking about it. 
Today I heard many times that when they are older they 
are going to go to “Miss Barb’s Israel.” Perhaps by then 
they will realize it isn’t actually mine, but hopefully they 
will still be so excited for the grand adventure. 

Barbara Smead | Barbara@templesanjose.org
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Brotherhood
The steak was served, the scotch was flowing, the tunes 
were blasting and for the first time in many months Jenna 
and I were enjoying a night out - yes the Brotherhood 
paid up dinner was turning out to be a huge success! 
We welcomed over 50 Brotherhood members and 
their significant others to our paid up dinner. All those 
in attendance would like to thank Chef David Wiesner 
for preparing an incredible meal, Uri and Shannon for 
providing the music, Roy for helping coordinate the 
evening, and Dan for organizing the blind wine tasting. 
Thanks, guys!

April is shaping up to be a very busy month for 
Brotherhood as well, but for me personally, April is 
going to be very significant, as my daughter Sophie is 
going to travel to Toronto to meet her Zaida and Bubba 
for the very first time! But back here south of the 49th 
parallel Brotherhood has awarded our first Brotherhood 
Social Innovation Challenge (BSIC) grant recipient. EESY 
members entered a joint proposal to build a vertical 
garden - Brotherhood members are teaming up to help 
bring this idea to life. Great work my Matt Dworkin and 
Isabella Guadiamos on drafting the proposal - now the 
hard part begins (making sure I don’t hurt myself with any 
of the power tools).

Mitzvah Day is on April 29 and Brotherhood will be helping 
out with a variety of projects. If you would like to tackle a 
project for Mitzvah Day I encourage you to come to our 
next monthly Brotherhood meeting on April 8 at 9 AM to 
learn more. If you are unable to make the meeting I would 
like to let the entire congregation know that on Mitzvah 

Day Brotherhood has invited the Pacific Blood Centers to 
host a Blood Drive at the Temple, and I encourage those 
that are able to, to donate.

Best, Zach Szereszewski 

B’nai Mitzvot
Lia Bzostek
Lia Bzostek, daughter of Andy and Julie Bzostek, will 
be called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah on Saturday, 
April 21, 2018. Lia is a seventh grader at Willow Glen 
Middle School. She enjoys reading, musical theater 
and art. Since moving to the Bay Area 18 months ago, 
she has been in four productions at the Children’s 
Musical Theater in San Jose, most recently in Once 
Upon a Mattress. For her Mitzvah project, Lia is 
knitting slipper socks to donate to a women’s shelter 
in San Jose. Lia is excited to celebrate this wonderful 
occasion with her friends and family, from near and 
far. Lia hopes, one day, to meet a koala.

Todah 
Robah!

To Melenie Pearson,  

Lori Riggio, and  

Harriet Saltzman  

for delivering Mishloach Manot to 

Temple and community members.
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Those who have died recently

Taylor Leonard, brother of  
Gordon Schneiderman

And those we have lost in years past

April 6 | Abraham Borts, Adolph and Ida 
Peters, Barbara Grossman, Bea Levy, Beth 
Katzen Goodrich, Deborah Ferguson, Florence 
Ames, Forest Greene, Gertrude Stivelman, 
Harry J. Sapper, Isadore Breslauer, Joe Marr, 
Joseph Burns, Jules Edelman, Linda Blauner 
Klein, Marjorie Sherrer, Marjorie Solomon, Max 
Ehrlichman, Mike Looppen, Morris Actor, Mr. Max 
Bloom, Mr. Robert Jaffee, Mrs. Christine Sommer, 
Nancy Hirsch, Norman Newman, Philip Weiner, 
Rose Rinsler, Sam Goldberg, Sidney Pollack, 
Sylvia Cintz, Sylvia Levine

April 13 | Abe Litofe, Albert Pollock, Alvin Clark, 
Ben Weiss, David Wallach, Dr. Felix Leneman, 
Edward Green, Eulalia Rose, Gayle Doores, 
Geraldine Citron Berman, Halcyon Liberman, 
Hannah Hoffman, Harry and Yetta Stivelman, Harry 
M. Goldstein, Heinrich Schaechter, Jerry Kristal, 
Marsha Lilly, Meyer Eisenberg, Mickey Peres, 
Mike Goldberg, Milton Adler, Ralph Jacobson, 
Rose Leifer Merelman, Rose Litofe, Rosie Decker, 
Selma Benson, Sharon Persich, Simone Goldstein, 
Stefanie Sucher, Suzi McRoberts, Walter Wolfson, 
Yetta Goldstein

April 20 | Alex Mendizabel, Anne Rotofsky, 
Arnold Resnick, Betty Schwartz, Carol Cherkasky, 
Charles Rubin, Dr. Maurice Malen, George J. 
Powell, Hal Lesser, Harold Gold, Harry Hagler, 
Harry Simon, Helen Rubenstein, Herman 
Ladowitz, Hyman Perlman, Irvin Becker, Joseph 
Kidder, Leo Liberman, Linda Myers Martin, Marks 
Cahn, Melvin Sommer, Peggy Frederick, Rosalie 
Gitin, Rose Levine, Rose Reed, Ruth Clark, Ruth 
Miller, Samuel Alberts, Sarah Medow, Sheila Gold, 
Virginia Thomas

April 27 | Anne Miller, Annette Hornbein, 
Annie Prizant Devers, Benjamin Genkin, Clara 
Weinstein, Eric Mendel, Eric Rinsler, Harold Polgar, 
Howard Weiner, Irving Altman, Irving Mighdoll, 
Joseph M. Cohen, Judith Hettler, Mildred Lurie, 
Muriel Gardner, Rachel Epstein Annan, Randie 
Wellington, Rose Handen, Rose Sarah Forest, 
Sam Geeser, Samuel Edwards, Shirley Brenner, 
Simon Silin, Sophia Issacson, Theodore D. 
Holstein, Uarda Burns, Victor Donath

We Remember

11

Mazel Tov!
Temple Emanu-El welcomes  

Griffin Nathaniel,  

born March 6, 2018 to  

Joshua Jachimowicz and  

Catilin Robinett Jachimowicz.  

He joins big sister  

Penelope Jachimowicz.  

We wish them all Mazel Tov.
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Alvin Ravel Garden Fund

Jay and Jean Abarbanel, in loving memory of 
Alvin Ravel from Jean

Betty Rinsler Religious School 
Endowment Fund

Gene and Iris Alberts, in memory of Pearl 
Schneiderman

Gene and Iris Alberts, in honor of Manny 
Siegler’s 90th Birthday

Morton and Barbara Berlant, in memory of 
Pearl Schneiderman

Mark and Bette Emanuel, in memory of  
David Emanuel

Bill Poor, in memory of Pearl Schneiderman

Gordon R Schneiderman, in memory of 
Leonard Taylor, brother of  
Gordon Schneiderman

Dorothy Weber, in memory of  
Pearl Schneiderman

Campership Fund

Gretchen Buesingjung, in memory of a loving 
and spiritual mom, friend, educator, wife, 
Pearl Schneiderman!

Temple Emanu-El Sisterhood

Bonny and Scott Winter, for the baby naming 
of Evelyn Mae Edmondson

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund

Gordon R Schneiderman and Jamie, Lisa, 
David & grandchildren, in memory of  
Pearl Scheiderman

Endowment Fund

Morton and Barbara Berlant, Mazel Tov to 
Cantor and Ted on the baby naming of 
Evelyn Edmondson

Morton and Barbara Berlant, with get well 
wishes for Wayne Rose

Morton and Barbara Berlant, with get well 
wishes for Burt Epstein

Morton and Barbara Berlant, in memory of 
Janet Berg

Morton and Barbara Berlant, in memory of 
Gary Hoffman

Marvin and Joan Fox, in honor of the 
anniversary of Pauline and Jake Braunstein

Marvin and Joan Fox, in honor of the 90th 
birthday of Rita Loren

Lorie Kaplan, in honor of the reaffirmation of 
vows of Jake and Pauline Braunstein

Mort and Marilyn Leiter, in memory  
Ruth Krandel

General Fund

Bobbi Barko, in memory of my dear friend 
Pearl Schneiderman

Daniel and Connie Carr

William Jacobson, in honor of Manny Siegler’s 
90th birthday

Ray and Bobi Levine, in memory of  
Harry Levine

Ray and Bobi Levine, in memory of  
Philip Ruby

Ray and Bobi Levine, wishing a Happy 90th 
Birthday to Manny Siegler!

Ray and Bobi Levine, wishing a Happy 90th 
Birthday to Mel Grant!

Manfred Ascher and Gloria Melmon Ascher, 
in memory of Meyer Novak

Paul and Janis Roth-Soto, in memory of  
Sally Hafter

The Silin Family, in memory of Beatrice Silin

Carol Thailer, in honor of Manny Siegler’s 
90th Birthday

Sherri and Jeff Weinstein, in honor of  
Manny Siegler’s 90th Birthday

In-Kind Gift

Stephen and Arlene Greenberg, Keurig 
coffee maker for the Temple Office

JoAnne Salman-Tehrani Homeless Fund

James Heerwagen and Hilary Schneider, for 
the Village House Shelter

Judith Jurman Omens Cemetery 
Beautification Fund

Bertram and Barbara Berns, in memory of 
Fay Alkin Gendzel and Hy Alkin

Kenneth Gordon Children’s Prayerbook 
Fund

Joe and Marcia Riggio, in memory of  
George Hetzee

Phyllis Matzner Campership Fund

Carol Thailer, in memory of  
Pearl Schneiderman

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

Daniel Kartch, in memory of Mrs. Joan Kartch

Gary and Judy Liberson, in honor of  
Manny Siegler’s 90th birthday

Gordon R Schneiderman and Jamie, Lisa, 
David & grandchildren, in memory of  
Pearl Schneiderman

Norma Slavit, in memory of Herbert Slavit

Mark and Lynette Tannen, in memory of 
Claire Smulyan

Mark and Lynette Tannen

Ben and Bernice Vitcov, in memory of  
Morris Nissman

Ralph Goldeen Library Fund

Selma Zinker, in memory of  
Pearl Schneiderman

Selma Zinker, in memory of Benjamin Zinker

Selma Zinker, in memory of Norman Zinker

Religious School Fund

Abe Livchitz, in memory Hannah Wolenik

John and Yvonne Nemec, in memory of  
Julia Lukes

Thank You for Your Generous Contributions

 This list includes contributions made on or between 02/22/2018–03/16/2018.

If you would like to make a contribution, visit www.templesanjose.org

Do you have difficulty hearing the services in the Sanctuary?

If so, please inform a service usher, service greeter, or a custodian and they will gladly  

provide you with a listening device that will amplify the sound.



Gloria Melmon Ascher
Realtor
BRE#00613382

Cell 408.781.8624
Office	 408.741.1111	x604
Fax	 408.741.1199
gascher@apr.com

12772	Saratoga-Sunnyvale	Road
Suite	1000
Saratoga,	CA	95070
www.GloriaAscher.com

REALTORS

CCTO

www.cavetocellar.com

Order online 
today!

Cave to Cellar
French     Wines

Artisnal wines 
for every day,

Gifts,
Holidays!

Champagne • Rhone
Burgundy • Beaujolais

14855 Oka Road, Los Gatos, CA 95032

Jewish education, enrichment 
classes,  tness, aquatics, 
camp, after-school activities, 
cultural programs, event
rentals, and more.

www.apjcc.org

Jewish Family Services Home Care 

Competitive rates 
 

homecare@jfssv.org 
(408) 556-0600 

 

 Personal care 
Domestic duties 
Transportation 
Companionship 
Mobility 
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If you would like to advertise in Temple Emanu-El’s Connections
contact Neta Assaf at neta@templesanjose.org.
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Clergy____________________________________________________________
Dana Magat | Senior Rabbi – rabbimagat@templesanjose.org

Amanda Edmondson | Cantor – cantoramanda@templesanjose.org

Joseph Gitin, D.D. (z”l) | Rabbi Emeritus

Committee Chairs__________________________________________________
Bobi Levine | Havurah Coordinator – havurah@templesanjose.org

Dan Lee | Membership Commitment – dues@templesanjose.org

Uri Gottfeld | Facilities – facilities@templesanjose.org

Debbie Michels | Marketing – marketing@templesanjose.org

Maggie Cant | Ritual – ritual@templesanjose.org

Robert Levy | Tikkun Olam – to@templesanjose.org

Debbie Michels | Membership – membership@templesanjose.org

Enrique Guadiamos | Leadership Development – leadership@templesanjose.org

Kim Jackman | Religious School – rscommittee@templesanjose.org

Fagie Rosen and Harriet Saltzman | Caring Committee – caring@templesanjose.org

Robin Feinman-Marino | Fundraising Committee – fundraising@templesanjose.org

Joe Riggio | Endowment Committee – endowment@templesanjose.org

Denise Moreno | Preschool Committee – pscommittee@templesanjose.org

Staff_____________________________________________________________
Stephanie Pollock | Executive Director – stephanie@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 ext. 233

Barbara Smead | Director, Early Childhood Education – barbara@templesanjose.org | 408-293-8660 | #434404443

Phil Hankin | Director of Education – phil@templesanjose.org | 408-292-3223

Shantha Smith | Bookkeeper – shantha@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 x235

Neta Assaf | Marketing & Communications Coordinator – neta@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 ext. 234

Wayne Rose and Cherie Ravel | Cemetery Administrators – cherie@templesanjose.org | 408-674-5867

Board of Trustees__________________________________________________
Andrew Weinberg | President – president@templesanjose.org

Ilene Tucker | VP Administration – vpadmin@templesanjose.org

Debbie Michels | VP Membership – vpmembership@templesanjose.org

Alissa Meltzer | VP Education & Youth – vprey@templesanjose.org

Edgardo Laber | Secretary – secretary@templesanjose.org

David Heiman | Treasurer – treasurer@templesanjose.org

Auxiliaries________________________________________________________
Zach Szereszewski | Brotherhood President – brotherhood@templesanjose.org

Janet Phinick | Sisterhood President – sisterhood@templesanjose.org

Matthew Dworkin | EESY President – youthgroup@templesanjose.org

CONNECTIONS is published 10 times a year by Temple Emanu-El, 1010 University Ave., San Jose, CA 95126. 

Award/Operating and Tribute Funds
General Fund
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Alvin Ravel Garden Fund
Beverly Jordan Temple Beautification Fund
Judith Jurman Omens Cemetery 

Beautification Fund
Lou and Clara Juren Library Fund
Ralph Goldeen Library Fund
Endowment Fund

Religious Funds
Harold Cahn Prayerbook Fund
Kenneth Gordon Children’s Prayerbook Fund
Susanne & Maurice Tucker High Holy Days 

Music Fund
Ida F. Kragen Consecration and Caring Fund

Youth Funds
Religious School Fund
Religious School Enrichment Fund
Betty Rinsler Religious School
Endowment Fund
Weintraub Religious School Scholarship Fund
Campership Fund
Leonard and Bernice Gaon Campership Fund
Michael Elman Campership Fund
Milton Fox Campership Fund
Phyllis Matzner Campership Fund
Israel Scholarship Fund
Susanne C. Blickman Arts and Crafts Fund
Sid Rosenberg Religious School Senior Trip 

Fund

Cultural Funds
Choir Fund
Phyllis Omel Junior Choir Fund
Bertram Berns Music Fund
Shank-Rockman Family Sound System Fund
Scholar in Residence Fund

Community Funds
Facilities for the Aged Fund (Chai House)
JoAnne Salman-Tehrani Homeless Fund

Other Tribute Opportunities
$36 - Prayerbook Tribute
$218/$500/$750 - Tree of Life
Leaf/small/large rock
$500 - Sanctuary Chair Plaque
$750 - Memorial Plaque  

 (in sanctuary foyer)

Opportunities in 
Levin Learning Center
$5,000 - Stair Plaque
$10,000 - Library Column Dedication
$25,000 - Room Dedication

Contact the Admin team for 
additional opportunities.

Making a contribution to one of Temple Emanu-El’s many funds is a wonderful way to 
honor your friends and family. You may make contributions in honor of a birth, a birthday, 
brit milah, baby naming, Bar/Bat Mitzvah, confirmation, graduation, engagement, 
wedding, anniversary, promotion, new home, special occasion or just because. You may 
also make contributions for get-well wishes, condolences, remembrances and yahrzeits.
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