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Friday, November 3

6:00 PM Shabbatluck Dinner

7:00 PM Erev Shabbat  
Family Service with 
6th and 3rd Grades  
and the MazelTones

Saturday, November 4

10:30 AM Bat Mitzvah of 
Aurora Zeltser

Friday, November 10

7:00 PM Erev Shabbat Service  
with Sermon and Song

Saturday, November 11

9:00 AM Baby Shabbat

10:30 AM Bat Mitzvah of  
Sarah Vogler

Friday, November 17

6:00 PM Tot Shabbat with  
Catered Dinner

7:00 PM Erev Shabbat  
Service Honoring  
Lev Zahav Members

Saturday, November 18

9:00 AM Shabbat Morning Minyan

Sunday, November 19

6:00 PM Interfaith  
Thanksgiving Service

Thursday, November 23

Temple Preschool, Administrative 
and Clergy Offices Closed

Friday, November 24

Temple Preschool, Administrative 
and Clergy Officed Closed

6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat  
Service

November 
Service Schedule

Tickets are on sale now!

Latkes and Laughs will be  
Sunday, December 17 at 6:00 PM.

See page 16 for additional information or  
visit www.latkesandlaughs.com for all you need to know!

An Interfaith Thanksgiving Service
Sunday, November 19 at 7:00 PM

Cathedral Basilica of St. Joseph 
80 S Market St, San Jose, CA 95113

Please join the interfaith community of San Jose in giving thanks. 
Attendees are encouraged to bring canned food to donate to Second 

Harvest. Pie and refreshments will be served following the service.

1010 University Ave., 

San Jose, CA 95126

408-292-0939

www.templesanjose.org

facebook.com/templesanjose 

twitter.com/templesanjose 

admin@templesanjose.org
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With great honor I present to 
you the amazing introduction to 
the Haftarah that Marci Gerston 
wrote and delivered prior to our 
Haftarah chanting on Yom Kippur. 

I was really dumbstruck when 
Rabbi Magat called me and asked 
me if I would give the introduction 

to the haftorah portion on Yom Kippur. I have in years 
past been honored to be on the bimah - opening the ark, 
reading a prayer, doing an Aliyah before the Torah reading. 
But this was an honor of a different magnitude. Truly truly an 
honor. Of course I said yes. 

Later I realized how much harder this is. I wasn’t going to 
just read a prayer that’s been said for hundreds of years - 
which is cool - or even one of the modern readings from our 
new prayer book - which I love. I had to make this one up 
on my own! 

Now some of you may think that’s an easy thing for me to 
do. After all, I talk for a living as a lawyer. But it was a big 
deal. This kind of thing doesn’t come easy to me. I’m one 
of those people the rabbi talks about when he says Reform 
Jews may not even believe in God. I do, however, find 
inspiration and solace and energy in our rituals and some of 
the prayers that we say, particularly on Yom Kippur. So I did 
what I would do as a lawyer and looked at the text.

Let me cut to the chase: it’s about hypocrisy. This is the 
verse where Jews are chastised for ritualistically fasting, 
for making a big deal about how good their fasts are and 
lording it over others. God supposedly says - or the rabbis 
later found it helpful to say that God said - that this is not 
the kind of fast God seeks. This portion says that fasting, or 
doing any other kind of ritual act for that matter, isn’t good 
enough if you don’t think about the way you act in the world. 

Now who am I to stand up here and talk to you about 
hypocrisy? I just told you that I come to services and say a 
lot of prayers to God who I don’t necessarily believe in!

So I’ll tell you what a rabbi had to say about it. 

Rabbi Julie Andelman says, this portion “is a sharp 
indictment of the notion that ritual practice and moral 
behavior can exist in separate realms. We must not enter 
Yom Kippur under the assumption that fasting and prayer 
alone can bring about atonement for our sins. . . . If we 
spend the day fervently engaged in ritual activities and then 
return to our lives as if nothing has changed—as if spiritual 
self-reflection has nothing to do with how we conduct 

ourselves in the world—then we have missed the point 
entirely. Going through the motions of Yom Kippur with a 
sense of complacency about the problems of the world 
around us is, according to Isaiah, a fundamentally un-Jewish 
way of relating to God.”

I would say that would be an unJewish way of being in the 
world. 

If you identify as a Jew and hold Jewish values, then you 
cannot be complacent about the problems of the world 
around us every day. We shouldn’t just come to services. 
Our actions should reflect our Jewish values. 

Fortunately, there are many examples of people acting with 
intention, trying to live their values, for instance, by helping 
to feed the hungry and house the homeless, every day, 
not just saying the words in our sacred texts that tell us we 
should do these things. 

I want to give you a wonderful example – your own board 
of trustees and their response to the plight of immigrants in 
our community. As you all know by now, there are millions 
of undocumented immigrants living in the United States 
who are at risk of being deported from their homes and the 
lives they have built, often over many decades, in the US. 
Here in Santa Clara County, there are quite a few of these 
undocumented but productive immigrants. I have gotten 
to know several of them through our Temple’s involvement 
in PACT (People Acting in Community Together), a grass 
roots organization that works for social justice. One of them 
is a janitor and another a seamstress, another works as a 
landscaper. These are hardworking, active, upstanding, 
taxpaying members of our community, and have been 
for many years. These people are now threatened with 
deportation. And they are profoundly afraid of what will 
happen if they are picked up in one of ICE’s indiscriminate 
raids, worried about who will pay for their families’ food and 
rent if they are sent away. 

At a PACT meeting last winter local congregations were 
asked to become part of Santa Clara County’s Solidarity 
Network. We were asked to consider providing sanctuary, 
that is, temporary shelter, to undocumented immigrants 
who were most at risk. Annette Ladowitz – a woman of 
incredible generosity and a huge heart – was there, too. 
She and I locked eyes across the room, each knowing that 
we had to see whether Temple Emanu-El would help.

We were nervous about going to the Board of Trustees, 
although quite a few congregants had shown interest in 
doing something to help these immigrants. The Board 

continued on page 3
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might very well just have made a policy statement, given a 
token acknowledgment that the Torah says we should “love 
the stranger,” or could have listened to our spiel and then 
turned us away altogether, saying it was too risky or too 
sensitive. 

Instead, the Board listened to our presentation, and then 
proceeded to chuck the rest of their agenda out the 
window and spent the next hour in thoughtful, insightful 
conversation about the plight of these immigrants and how 
our Jewish values informed our concern for them. One 
board member wondered how, given our Jewish history, 
we could not help these people, who are being vilified and 
dehumanized in the same way the Jews were in Germany 
in the 1930s. Others raised the Jewish values of “welcoming 
the stranger” and inclusivity. We discussed the Resolution 
passed by the URJ’s Religious Action Center on Protecting 
Individuals at Risk of Deportation from the US. Concerns 
and questions were raised and respectfully addressed.

Ultimately, the Board passed a motion to become part of the 
Solidarity Network and to actively determine how we could 
help those who are being unfairly targeted for deportation, 
including exploring whether we could provide physical 
sanctuary. An Immigration Committee has been created and 
the folks on that committee are putting their values in action 
finding ways we can help. They are figuring out the best 
ways to provide monetary and emotional support to families 
if someone gets deported. This could involve creating a 
gofundme page or driving kids to school or getting gas and 
grocery store cards to help these families out. People are 
being trained as Rapid Responders to become legal and 
moral observers when ICE comes knocking on doors in our 
communities. And we are researching the risks, costs and 
logistics of physically housing someone at our Temple, if 
need be. 

If you’d like to learn more, please stay for the tikkun 
olam study session today at 1:00. Or come to the next 
Immigration Committee meeting on October 8 at 10:30. Or 
just talk to me or Annette or Catherine Edwards or other 
folks on the Immigration Committee. 

My point is this: our board and our fellow congregants – 
the people in this room – are not just giving lip service, 
not just coming to High Holiday services, reading from 
the prayerbook, maybe fasting, and going home feeling 
pleased with themselves. Instead, we are as a congregation 
taking action to “break the bonds of injustice,” and remove 
the “heavy yoke” in what ways we can from folks who are 
bearing the brunt of the inequities in our society.

I’m not saying we should rest on those laurels. Of course 
there’s much more to do, and more we can do. I haven’t 
even raised DACA or refugees or racial justice or scores 
of other injustices we could talk about. And this haftorah 
portion suggests that we must not only help provide food, 
clothing and shelter to those most in need, but also that 
we should work to end all oppression, work to rebuild our 
society so there is true justice. That’s a topic for a different 
day.

But if we are mindful of our values and remind ourselves of 
the high standards that are set in our sacred texts – if we 
take these few verses to heart and act on the values and 
standards imparted in them -- we will not be hypocrites. We 
will be living Jewishly, every day. 

As the mishnah famously tells us, we may not solve all the 
problems of the world on our own, but we cannot stop 
trying. I look forward to working with you throughout the 
year as we try to do just that. 

Marci Gerston

Words From the Rabbi… continued from page 2
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A Sukkah or AirBNB???

You may not be aware of this 
but the High Holy Days actually 
ended earlier this week (as of this 
writing on Oct 14 – yes I’m late 
with my article again…) Simchat 
Torah, with its parade of our 
youngsters marching around the 
sanctuary with torah flags behind 
our sacred scrolls is really the 
end of HHD’s. I never get tired of 

that holiday – I remember it all too well from when I was 
that age (I think I still have a few vintage Simchat Torah 
flags from my youth), but in the intervening years between 
then and becoming a parent myself, it sort of got lost in 
my Reform Judaism shuffle. Yes, I’ll admit it, although I’m 
probably just one of many with this Jewish “claim to fame”: 
there was a period in my life when I was a twice-a-year 
Jew. Although I tried to convince myself that going to 
Jewish Singles Events back then also counted above and 
beyond the High Holy Days towards a Jewish existence 
(especially when they were organized by the URJ), they 
really didn’t. Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur were it – my 
official days of reconnection with a temple (at the time, not 
being a member anywhere). And as a surprising twist, I 
was a repeat guest (alright, HHD ticket buyer…) to this very 
temple for HHD’s long before becoming a member. Maybe 
that would be a good membership recruiting line for 
Temple Emanu-El: “When you come to our High Holy Day 
Services, you could become president of the Temple….” 
I’m not sure they’d be breaking down the doors to get 
in on that one, but these days with our socially minded 
Millennials making an impact on the world, who knows…..

Anyway, for operational purposes, the real end of HHD’s 
is when the Sukkah finally comes down as it also did 
during the week of this writing. Although it is not widely 
known, I am pretty sure we have the most experienced 
Sukkah anywhere in Santa Clara County and quite 

possibly the state. And while the decorations made by 
our Religious School and Preschool students come and 
go, and of course the palm fronds wilt and get recycled, 
the bones of our Sukkah remain. I’ll guess that structure 
is 30+ years old and perhaps 40, long before the county 
ever began enforcing local building codes on temporary 
structures (these days we would get past that due to our 
environmentally friendly roof – ha ha , that’s a joke…). 
But in this hot local real estate rental market, the thought 
crossed my mind to maybe leave it up this year, add some 
sheetrock and offer it has an AirBNB rental on the Santa 
Clara County Jewish History Tour. Hmm – always looking 
for sources of additional revenue for the Temple – we’ll 
have to check into that next year…

Getting back to the message here, the HHD’s have always 
been our days of reckoning with ourselves and those 
around us. We look inward, critically assessing how we 
conducted ourselves over the past year and how we 
came across to others, and make amends/commit to do 
better in the coming year. But these days are also maybe 
a reckoning of appreciation – recognizing our good 
situation here, one of security, support, and community. 
And what timing this year for that – as we do this, the 
reality (and perhaps the fragility of it) of it couldn’t be 
more clear. So clear in fact, we could smell it, literally, in 
the smoke from the raging fires of Napa and Sonoma 
counties that brought that message home in a big way. 
So many families up there affected, dozens of lives 
lost, and even our beloved Camp Newman reduced to 
smoldering acreage. It’s a terrible situation, but also a great 
opportunity for our community to respond with support 
and love to those affected. I’m sure in the coming weeks, 
months and beyond you’ll see our Temple members, and 
the community in general, mobilizing efforts to make a 
difference for those affected. Perhaps this isn’t a typical 
end to the HHD’s, but certainly a worthwhile direction to 
help make things right around us. Stay tuned…

Andrew Weinberg

From the President

Mazel Tov
 
On September 23, 2017 Jenna and Zach welcomed Sophia Rose Szereszewski. Sophia Rose is named 
after Zach’s Bubba who was a nurse and world traveller. Bubba Rose was trained as a nurse in Warsaw 
Poland. When the Holocaust started she joined the underground resistance and worked as a nurse 
eventually meeting Zach’s Zeda. After the war the two started a family and moved to New Jersey, 
then eventually landed in Toronto. Rose went back to school in her 50s and received her Canadian 
registered nursing degree. After Jacob passed away she travelled the world. She was a very loving and 
strong lady and a great role model for Sophia.
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Even before we got married, my 
husband Ted and I discussed how 
we both wanted to have children. So, 
after we got married, I bought and 
read a book called “The Impatient 
Woman’s Guide to Getting Pregnant.” 
The author explains just what you 
would expect her to explain – 
everything they never fully explained 
in health class and then some with 
some humor thrown in to make it a 
little more interesting. 

I was raised to understand that if you wanted something in 
life, wanted to achieve a goal – there is a way for you to make 
it happen, you just have to find out what that way is. In high 
school, I wanted sing – I found a voice teacher. I wanted to 
study multiple languages in college – I found a major that 
allowed me to do that. I wanted to become a cantor – I found 
a school that had the path laid out for me. I wanted to meet 
and marry the love of my life – that one was not such a direct 
path, but there were tools like online dating, and learning how 
to be my best self so that I could attract what I was looking for 
in a mate. In these scenarios, and in others, there existed an 
action to take – I was motivated not just by my goal, but by 
the fact that there was something I could do to create or at 
least alter my outcome. 

As I learned when initially trying to conceive, that theory or 
method for achieving my goals did not hold up. There was a 
certain point at which no more actions were available to me. 
After that point, there was nothing more I could do to create 
the outcome I desired other than wait and see. I did not deal 
so well with that. 

Now, being that “impatient woman,” I am incredibly grateful 
that I did not have to wait long, as we are expecting a baby 
girl in early January. And I understand that not everyone is so 
lucky. 

That lack of control intensely bothered me. I had a 
conversation with a very close cantor friend of mine who 
suggested I “have a little faith in God” and “talk to God” about 
it. That method of coping with my lack of control did not even 
cross my mind, let alone sound appealing. God wasn’t going 
to do anything about it. I’m the one who determines what 
happens and doesn’t happen with my life, right?

But even though it seemed like it couldn’t help, it also 
seemed like it couldn’t hurt, so I tried it anyway. And as 
awkward as it felt in the beginning, I found that I had so much 
emotion wrapped up in this ordeal that I couldn’t even get 
the words out. It was like I suddenly could not approach the 
subject with the simple business-like conduct I had been 
working with previously. And yet, it didn’t feel like I was held 
back by this – instead it felt so free. Out of control, yes, but 
still free, which is not an easy place to be. 

I don’t want to say that asking God for a child is how I got to 
where I am now, however, I will say that sometimes just taking 
the time to have a real conversation with God can be worth 
everything. Letting go – opening up the pain and sharing your 
emotions.

In the Haftarah portion that we read on Rosh Hashanah, 
Hannah is frustrated that she has been unable to have a child 
and begs God to “open her womb” and allow her to conceive. 
And it worked. With modern science, we know there’s a 
lot more to it than that. But what we can take away from 
Hannah’s story is her ability to free her emotions in her time of 
pain and need. Hannah let go enough that someone thought 
she was drunk while she uttered words to God begging for a 
child. 

Judaism gives us structure – a platform or direct path – for 
communal prayer, but gives us very little direction in the area 
of personal prayer. As a result, especially today with our busy 
lives, most of us have very little practice with it, including 
myself. When was the last time you truly communicated with 
God, no matter what your concept of God is? If you even 
remember, like me, you can probably count the number of 
times on one hand. 

For those of us out there who are self-proclaimed control 
freaks, it feels so unnatural to let go of that control, but I 
assure you it can be freeing – it just means getting past that 
intense uneasiness surrounding actually feeling those scary 
emotions that would otherwise hold us back.

As our machzor suggests, we read this Haftarah portion “to 
pray that we might transcend our pain and transform our 
lives.” Controlling and planning, and taking logical steps are 
not the only ways to transform our lives. 

We read the Un’taneh Tokef prayer on the High Holy Days, 
which suggests that God determines who shall live and who 
shall die each year. I might guess that many of us here do not 
believe that God determines those outcomes. BUT, in Yom 
Kippur’s Torah portion, Nitzavim, we read that God places 
before us – life and death, blessing and curse. It’s up to us to 
choose which we want for ourselves. Sometimes choosing 
blessing – choosing life - means facing what is most difficult 
for us to face, or doing what doesn’t even make logical or 
scientific sense. It may very well mean letting go of that to 
which we cling so tightly, control or whatever it may be, and 
showing vulnerability, emotion and pain. 

Just as Hannah put herself in a vulnerable position, may we 
be able to make the opportunities for ourselves to face our 
pain and our emotions in order to move past them – rejecting 
a curse and embracing life and blessing. Amen.

Raya Magat will be chanting our Haftarah portion this 
morning, with the blessing on page 247 and the text on 
pages 250 and 251.

Cantor Amanda Edmondson

Cantor Notes – Intro to Rosh Hashanah Haftarah – Hannah; I Samuel 1:9-20
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A recurring topic at 
Brotherhood meetings is 
Membership. We want more 
members! I don’t hold out a 
lot of hope that these articles 
in Connections will bring 
you to the realization that – 
mmm I want me some of that 
Brotherhood – free lox and 
bagels (actually included not 
so much free), cool! 

I struggle with the math. How 
much do we need in the 
Brotherhood bank account? 
That is definitely not the 
issue. Brotherhood does 
good stuff – High Holiday 
bimah move, construction 
of the Sukkah, BBQs, 
pancakes, latkes, and fancy 
dinners with wine. We want 
to do more good stuff.

Let’s say you just moved 
to the area or you are 
joining the congregation to 
introduce Judaism to your 
kids. Wouldn’t it be great to 
be involved with an active 
men’s group that supports 
the Temple youth?

We could use help with 
an array of events. Jewish 
Film festival coming up in 
November with dinner and 
a chance to review the film. 
On Mitzvah Day the Brothers 
will work at Second Harvest 
Food Bank and collect 
donations for Goodwill. We 
fry latkes for the kids and for 
Latkes and Laughs, a wildly 
popular Temple event. We 
organize fundraisers that 
benefit all Temple activities. 

Brotherhood values social action. We are inspired by Tikkun Olam / Repair the World. Together we are focused and 
involved in doing things that matter. Every day should be a mitvah day. Come join us and add your enthusiasm and new 
ideas to our organization. You can be involved in any way you like and as much or as little as you like.

Steve Wernick
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As some of you might know, I live 
in Oakland and am a member 
at Temple Beth Abraham. As 
a member of a Conservative 
synagogue, I receive copies of 
The United Synagogue Review, 
the bi-yearly magazine published 

by the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism (USCJ) 
for all congregants of USCJ affiliated congregations, much 
in the same manner that you receive copies of Reform 
Judaism Magazine in the mail from the URJ. A few years 
back, I was struck by an article written by Rabbi Jerome 
M. Epstein, then executive vice-president of the USCJ. 
He stated that on his travels across North America he 
was struck by comments from congregants and leaders 
regarding the future of the Conservative Movement. 
“Because Conservative synagogues and ideology have 
inspired so many Jews, committed congregants voice 
both concern and hope for the movement’s future.” The 
thrust of the rest of the article centered on four ways that 
congregants could best strengthen the Conservative 
Movement. He did not put forth earth-shattering 
revelations, nor did he state ideas that could be only 
linked to the Conservative Movement. His comments could 
be applied to every Jewish group/institution throughout 
the entire North American Jewish community. The premise 
was that the more time, energy, and resources you devote, 
the stronger and more united we all become. 

The one comment that really hit home with me was the 
following: “We are all overprogrammed, but our spiritual 
life and education must have a significant place on our 
agenda if we want Conservative Judaism to have an 
impact. Carve out some time each week to devote to 
activities in your synagogue.” What he was really saying 
is that your Jewish life, and for that matter the lives of 
your children, cannot become compartmentalized. “Being 
Jewish” cannot become an extra-curricular activity in 
much the same way soccer, baseball, piano, dance, etc. 
becomes in our lives. 

Soon after I read that article, while working at one 
of my previous positions as Director of Education at 
Congregation Kol Shofar in Tiburon, I posed the following 
question to a group of 5th graders at the religious school: 
What days of the week are you Jewish? The answers 
were not surprising. They ranged from “Tuesday/Thursday 
afternoons” to “Sunday mornings” to “only on holidays” to 
“every night when my parents and I sing the Shema before 
I go to bed.” The overall impression of these 10-11 year olds 
was that the days that they come to religious school are 

the only times that they are Jewish. The rest of the week 
was devoted to their “regular” life. What is missing here? 
The exact point that I try to make to parents every day: If 
you think that sending your children to religious school 
once or twice per week will make them Jewish, you are 
missing the boat. One of Rabbi Epstein’s comments is that 
“...congregations exist to enrich the lives of their members.” 
We, at Temple Emanu-El, offer many programs meant to 
enrich your Jewish lives but it all goes to waste if you do 
not take this enrichment home with you and use it. We 
cannot make your children Jewish through the education 
of attending TEE’s Religious School. It is you who make 
your children Jewish. It is the commitment that you show 
in the synagogue and the programs offered that reflect 
in the seriousness of your Jewish life. The more Judaism 
becomes extra-curricular, the more the fabric of Jewish 
society becomes tattered at the seams. 

This past Yom Kippur I led a study session based on an 
article I saw in the June 30 edition of the J. It reflected 
on the findings from the most recent Pew Research 
Center’s Portrait of Jewish Americans survey. Among the 
conclusions of the researchers was (not surprising) that:

 “Jews who are more connected to other Jews through 
their adolescent and young adult years are more 
likely to marry, to marry younger, to marry Jews and 
to have Jewish children. Camps, youth groups, Israel 
travel, campus activities and young adult communities 
all build Jewish social networks. Those connections 
build friendships that lead to marriage or romantic 
connections…Creating more Jewish marriages and 
filling more Jewish baby strollers inevitably leads to 
seeing more Jews in the pews, as well as other places 
where Jewish engagement gets acted out.”

All this leads to why I became a Jewish educator and why 
camp was a driving force in my formative years. This why I 
have shaped TEE’s Religious School to be a place where 
the students find connections with their classmates, the 
Temple, the clergy, their teachers, Jewish history, Torah, 
Israel, Tikkun Olam, and camp. This is their happy house 
and, coupled with their family connections to Judaism, they 
will look upon their Jewish education as the foundation for 
a strong Jewish identity. My hope is that TEE’s Religious 
School is not viewed as an extra-curricular activity and 
that the program fills a void. The program is not a Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah “factory” but a place of learning and discovery, 
relationship building, and identity formation. Please come 
and sit in the “pews” on a Sunday morning and feel the 
energy and excitement. You are all invited!

Phil Hankin

Religious School
Is Jewish Education an Extra-Curricular Activity?
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Preschool
At TEPS we focus on teaching our 
children about more than just letters 
and numbers. We want to teach 

the child academically, emotionally, socially and help 
them to grow physically. We spend time throughout 
the year learning to identify and work with emotions, 
learning which words to use to express frustration or 
solve a problem with a friend and we begin to think 
about others and how we can be better people by 
reaching out. Part of this is taught through our annual 
Turkey and Canned food Drive which runs November 
1- 21, 2017. During this time we encourage those who 
can to drop off a donation of canned food or a turkey 
(fresh or frozen) to be donated to families in need. 
Children get so excited to help others and by the end 
of the drive they seem to understand that they are 
very fortunate and it is our responsibility to share with 
those who do not have enough. This lesson will be 
repeated again in January when we hold our annual 
Pajama Drive for kids who do not have jammies! 
Learning to be a good person is best taught by 
example so please join us in teaching this quality to 
the next generation.

Barbara Smead | Barbara@templesanjose.org

 
 
 

November 1 - 21 
Let’s help feed people this 

Thanksgiving!  
Bring  frozen turkeys and 
canned food and we will  
deliver them to Sacred 

Heart Please be sure to follow us on Facebook 
facebook.com/templeemanuelpreschool for more great  
pictures and updates about the wonderful world of TEPS.
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Sisterhood Leadership Updates

Because this is my first year as President, I am 
often asked, “who is on the board?”. In response 
to this question, I am both proud and excited to 
introduce the new Sisterhood leadership as:

1. Janet Phinick, President

2. Melenie Pearson, Past President

3. Lori Messenger, VP Membership

4. Beverly Mandel, Secretary

5. Leslie Parise, Treasurer

6. Harriet Saltzman, Corresponding Secretary

7. Laura Danoff, Sgt Of Arms

8. Lori Rush, Religious Programming Chair

9. Christina Nguyen, Rel School Chair

10. Lynda Chase, Gift Shop Chair

11. Robin Feinman-Marino, Fundraising Chair

12. Rita Loren, Member at Large

13. Janis Decker, Member at Large

November Calendar

November 5, 2017 Movie – Joe’s Violin

November 7, 2017 Movie – Norman

November 12, 2017 Holiday Boutique 
9:30 AM – 3:00 PM

November 17, 2017 Tot Shabbat – 6:30 PM

November 19, 2017 Sisterhood Meeting – 10:30 AM

December Reminder – Village House 
Women’s Shelter

We will be conducting training sessions in October 
and may have some dates in November as 
well. An E-Blast will go out with the November 
training information. We are looking for overnight 
volunteers, which will be a split shift. If you 
are interested or available to be a part of this 
rewarding experience, please contact Janet 
Phinick at (408) 615-1605. The Sign Up Website for 
volunteers will be going live on the website the 
second week of October with the TEE volunteer 
spots, so if you have not signed on and need to 
be fingerprinted, now is the time to get on the site 
to see if this is a requirement as the process does 
take a few days. 

Janet Phinick | Sisterhood President

Sisterhood

Donate a Blessing Bag 
For Local Family Shelters

Temple Emanu-El Sisterhood was recognized at 
the WRJ Biennial Convention 2015 with the Or 
Ami “Light of Our People” Award for their Mitzvah 

Day Service Project in 2015. With the support of donations from our 
congregants, 75 insulated bags were purchased along with toiletry 
items and then donated to local family shelters. Sisterhood would 
like to continue this program all year long instead of once a year at 
Mitzvah Day. Please consider donating to this project.

I would like to donate to ensure we reachYes more families in need!

Name __________________________________________

Please accept my tax-deductible donation of:

#_______ of blessing bags x $25.00

Total Donation $__________

Make check payable to: Temple Emanu-El Sisterhood

Mail to: Temple Emanu-El, Att: Sisterhood Blessing Bags  
1010 University Ave, San Jose CA 95126

																																																																																																																	 	

Sunday November 12, 2017 

11:00am	–	2:00pm	

1010	University	Avenue	
San	Jose,	CA		95126	

Arts & Crafts gifts	handmade	by	Temple	
congregants	and	local	talent.		

Bake Sale 		of	single	or	packaged	cookies,	candies,	
and	cakes.		All	made	with	love	by	our	Sisterhood	bakers.			

Second Chance Gifts 		for	sale,	too.	Donated	
items	to	decorate	your	home	or	be	a	special	gift. 

 

Temple Emanu-El  

Holiday Arts & Crafts 
Boutique 
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November 02, 1917. The Balfour Agreement 

Helped Create the State of Israel. 100 Years Later. 
Discover What it Means. 

 Edwin Black, NYT bestselling author, IBM and the Holocaust, The Farhud & Financing the Flames. 
International Human Rights Award, Justice for All Award, Moral Courage Award, Drum Major for Justice Award, & the Moral Compass Award.  
 
 

Israel, Balfour, and International Law 
The Historical Underpinnings  

 
 

Panel of Expert Questioners: to be announced.  

 
 
 
 

12:30 PM Nov5, 2017 • Temple Emanu-El 
San Jose CA 

Temple Emanu-El, Israeli-American Council, ZOA, Club Z, StandWithUs, EMET 
American Association of Jewish Lawyers and Jurists 

 

Platinum Sponsors: 

Dr. Ed and Margie Cahn

Michael and Ruth Cahn

Robin Feinman-Marino and Fabio Marino

Steve and Arlene Greenberg

Bob and Judy Levy

Hugh Silin

Eric and Kelly Snider

Kimberly Williams

Dan and Laura Winter

Sherman and Lois Zell

Gold Sponsors:

Mort and Barbara Berlant

Allan and Judith Bernstein

Dr. Bobbye Gorenberg

Edith Pollock Kerr and Douglas Kerr

Bobi and Ray Levine

Abe Livchitz

Joel and Fatmata Osias

Eleanor and Richard Rusnak

Joanna and David Snyder

Dr. Richard Sogg

Andrew Weinberg and Lynn Offenhartz

Nancy Weintraub and Byron Lilly

Other Sponsors: 

Anonymous

David and Hana Anderson

Neil and Bev Mendel

Debra Ransier

Lori Rush

Russell and Maureen Schneider

Michelle Selber and Todd Kalbfeld

Todah Rabah 
to our  

Break the Fast Sponsors
Thanks to your generosity  

we were able to put on a fantastic Break the Fast 

following our Yom Kippur services

We are participating in the holiday dinner drive 
benefiting the Second Harvest Food Bank of 

Santa Clara and San Mateo Counties.

Donate online by visiting  

shfb.org  
and searching for “Temple Emanu-El”. 

You may also donate by mailing a check to 

1010 University Ave, San Jose, CA 95126 

made out to Second Harvest Food Bank 

with “Holiday Dinner Drive” in the memo line.

Special Guest Lecturer
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A  Ritual Committee A

There’s a phrase, “Cultivate an attitude of gratitude.” And 
while some might find it a platitude, I agree with Julie 
Moore, in her article last month, that there is a great deal of 
importance to being grateful, and acknowledging it.

This year, the High Holy Days seemed different to me 
somehow. When they were “over,” (and, as Rabbi Magat 
will tell you, that’s not just Rosh Hashanah and Yom 
Kippur, but Sukkot and Simchat Torah, too), it really didn’t 
feel like I’d “made it through.” There was a roundness, a 
completion, a fullness this year that was new. Maybe it 
was just me. But I noticed a variety of things that helped 
create that feeling. New music combined with familiar 
melodies. Wonderful musicians and choir. Inspiring 
sermons and torah/haftarah introductions and discussions. 
The smoothness of the whole process. And here’s the 
gratitude: an awareness of how important my Temple 
community is, and how important it is for me to be part of 
our congregation. I am grateful for our commonalities and 
our diversity, and the opportunity to bring our best selves 
to our Judaism. Feel free to share with me something that 
you are grateful for!

As we spent time in the Sukkah, I can see the connection 
between the Jewish holiday and the very American 
celebration of Thanksgiving. As it turns out, a group of 
Pilgrims, before immigrating to the New World, lived 
among Sephardic Jews in Holland. The Sephardim, had 
come to Holland after the expulsion from Spain in 1492, 
just the Pilgrims had fled England in 1608 to avoid the 
increasing intolerance of their separatist views. Both 
the Jews and Pilgrims settled in Holland because of its 
tradition of religious tolerance.

Even though it was only for ten years, the Pilgrims would 
have experienced the full cycle of the Hebrew calendar, 

including the building of a Sukkah and the inviting of 
friends akin to our tradition of ushpizin, welcoming the 
stranger. Maybe you noticed that the Thanksgiving 
cornucopia bears a strong resemblance to the shape of 
the shofar. The first Thanksgiving meal in 1621 is said to 
have been eaten out-of-doors, which would correspond 
to the Sukkot tradition of eating in the sukkah. And both 
Sukkot and Thanksgiving involve big menus of seasonally-
inspired foods. 

There is also the connection with the wandering, about 
being a stranger in a different land. The Sephardim and 
Pilgrims in Holland were uprooted, as were the Israelites 
in the Exodus narrative. And the Pilgrims would wander 
further, until they were able to establish a safe and 
sacred community in the new world. And it’s also about 
connecting with the larger community in which we live. 
Just as the Jews in Holland reached out to the Pilgrims, 
the Pilgrims connected with the local indigenous peoples, 
who shared their farming and food preparation techniques.

And so to this day, we continue to connect with those 
around us, and in this spirit, I invite you to join Rabbi 
Magat, Cantor Edmondson, and representatives from 
all the major faith groups in San Jose, for the next 
Interfaith Thanksgiving Celebration on the Sunday before 
Thanksgiving, November 19th at 6:00 PM. This year the 
event will be held at St. Joseph’s Basilica in downtown San 
Jose. The church is worth a visit, especially if you’ve never 
been there before, and the acoustics are incredible. It is 
an opportunity to come together in appreciation for the 
commonalities and differences in our various traditions at a 
time when being respectful and caring is so important. 

Deborah Zimmer for the Ritual Committee

What Are You Thankful For? 

 Join Rabbi Magat for his Death and Dying Course
This course will investigate traditional and Reform Jewish practices, customs, and concepts 
surrounding death. We will also discuss some of the important issues that surround bereavement 
and the grieving process. Finally, we will investigate some modern theories concerning the stages 
of grief. We will also spend time discussing life after death and how death relates to our beliefs.

November 5 at 11:30 AM 
Free to members, small donation requested from non-members 

 RSVP to admin@templesanjose.org



The spirit of Tikkun Olam is alive and 
well at Temple Emanu-El. The Religious 
School, Brotherhood, Sisterhood, 
and the Tikkun Olam committee are 
all engaged in Tikkun Olam projects. 
The Temple has so many Tikkun Olam 
projects going on at the moment that 
there’s only room to highlight a couple 
of them in this month’s article.

Village House Project volunteers are 
needed from December 6th to January 
3rd. We will be housing 15 medically-
fragile women as part of the Village 
House project. The Village House has 
rotated monthly since 2015 at different 
places of worship. The goal is to 
provide these vulnerable women with 
a supportive environment so they can 
move beyond homelessness. We will 
be providing meals, shelter, hygiene 
services, and spiritual support. This is 
an enormous project which requires 
volunteers for day and evening 
shifts. If you would like to volunteer, 
please contact Jan Phinick at axon@
ix.netcom.com.

The immigration committee organized 
by Annette Ladowitz and Marci Gerston 
to support immigrants threatened with 
deportation. The committee is in the 
process of organizing a rapid response 
team and education program. The 
members of the rapid response team 
will conduct legal observation, collect 
evidence that may support the immigration case of the impacted family, and provide moral support and accompaniment 
to impacted families. The committee is also exploring the possibility of housing targeted immigrants and how best to 
provide financial assistance to families whose members have been detained or deported. If you are concerned with the 
plight of our immigrant community, please contact Catherine Edwards at catherine9257@gmail.com.

The Tikkun Olam committee, in collaboration with the Silicon Valley Community Foundation, will be hosting a discussion 
on our regions housing crisis. The event will be taking place on the evening of November 15th.  Please RSVP to Bob Levy 
at robertlouislevy@msn.com if you plan on joining us.

The Temple Emanu-El Green Team would like to assist the Temple and its congregants in reducing their environmental 
footprint. The Green Team is in the process of conducting an environmental audit of the Temple and developing an 
educational program. If you would like to join the Green Team, please contact Bob Levy at robertlouislevy@msn.com.

Our Temple community has done a great job of fostering the Tikkun Olam spirit. Please assist us with one of these 
projects so that together we can help to heal our world.

Bob Levy
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JUNE 1 8 -  2 9,  2018

THE ISRAEL TRIP
FROM $4,869 LAND ONLY • FROM $6,824 LAND & AIR

INCLUDES
Optional group flights to and from Tel Aviv as listed in the air section  ��

of this program (Taxes and fuel charges are included and are subject  
to change by the Airline)
9 nights' accommodation at select hotels + late check-out on last day��

10 days of touring in a luxury, air-conditioned bus with licensed,  ��

English speaking tour educator
1 group transfer and assistance from/to Ben Gurion International Airport��

All site entrance fees and program fees as per itinerary��

Meals: daily breakfast, 3 lunches and 5 dinners��

Water on the bus on touring days��

Portage at the airport and hotels��

“The flowering, not the fruit.
The way, not the distance covered.”
Meir Shalev

TEMPLE EMANU-EL SAN JOSE •  ADULT / RETURNEES TRIP TO ISRAEL •  LED BY RABBI DANA L. MAGAT

TOLL FREE 1-888-811-2812 | Search on arzaworld.com for more details

telling the story
of Israel and the
Jewish World.

Tikkun Olam
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Brotherhood Helpers:

Chris Eaton 

Larry Fox 

Branden Frederick 

Bruce Frederick 

Nathan Frederick

David Goldberg 

Uri Gottfeld 

Bob Hansen 

Steve Ladowitz 

Dan Lee 

Ilya Mazo 

David Messinger 

Philip Schwarz 

Roy Vogler 

Andrew Weinberg 

Dan Winter 

Eric Snider

Bob Levy 

Choir Members:

Diane Hirshon

Carol Lerner

Jessica Lee-Messer

Beverly Mendel

Melenie Pearson

Kelly Snider

Lisa Warner

Maggie Cant

Laura Danoff-Robinson

Nancy Gerston

Carol Hoffman

Ginny Hoffman

Cheriel Magat

Byron Lilly

David Schwartz

Shannon Brown

Philip Schwarz

Other Volunteers:

Kari Medina

Nancy Weintraub

Lori Rush

Barbara Berlant

Ilene Levine

Elizabeth Friend

Sherri Wiesner

Samantha Wiesner

Margie Goodman

Deborah Zimmer

Liz Shivell

Dan Lee

Sherman Zell

Greg Turetzky

Jan Phinick

Judy Levy

Lynda Chase

Estelle Kadis

Debra Ransier

Fagie Rosen

Julie Moore

Sharon Barowsky

Maggie Cant

David Goldberg 

Todah Rabah 
to our 5778 High Holy 

Days Volunteers

Lynn Offenhartz 
reads………

My Jewish Year, 18 Holidays, 
One Wondering Jew by 
Abigail Pogrebin, is exactly 
what the title foretells; an 
interesting and personal 
journey by a reform Jew who 
navigates one year in the 
Jewish calendar to celebrate 
18 Jewish holidays.

We all know the major Jewish holidays and some of us 
even celebrate a few of them! But what you may not 
know is that we are a people of many celebrations and 
remembrances, and Pogrebrin introduces us to the full 
array of major and minor holidays in a Jewish year as 
she embraces them all. She even reluctantly fasts for 
the required six fast holidays and lives to tell about it.

What makes this book so engaging is that the author 
undertakes the journey from a reform perspective 
which is not what we typically encounter when reading 
about serious religious observance. This refreshing 
approach allows Pogrebin’s readers to experience 
the meanings and traditions around the holidays 
in ways that feel more plausible and attainable to 
our sensibilities. Furthermore, her access to many 
famous academic, spiritual and erudite Jewish leaders 
supplements her personal experience by providing 
varied and progressive views on the traditions. 
She willingly shares this input in an easy to read 
and engaging style that adds a deeper level to her 
experiences. 

For those of you not familiar with writer Abigail 
Pogrebin, she is the daughter of feminist Letty Cottin 
Pogrebin, one of the founding editors of Ms Magazine. 
Family connections aside, her list of writings and 
accomplishments is long and impressive. Like many of 
us, she was raised in a culturally Jewish environment 
that did not provide her with any real understanding 
of Judaism. Her latent interest in her religion led to 
her adult bat mitzvah, and from there, an ongoing 
exploration of the magnetic pull of Judasim. She 
has written several books, including a collection of 
interviews with famous Jewish Americans about what 
their Judaism means to them, but I think this book is 
one of her best so far and offers us much to consider 
and digest.

Book Review



Alvin Ravel Garden Fund
Joyce and Avrech Berkman

Annual Campaign
Simon Cintz and Melissa Aronoff

Fred and Gloria Ascher

Larry and Deanne Ball

Mort and Barbara Berlant

Barbara and Bert Berns

Magie Resnick Blickman

Shannon Brown and Dana Brody Brown

Dr. Ed and Margie Cahn

Steve and Rhea Carter

Lynda and Jack Chase

Barry abd Mary Cohen

Doris Davis

Ken and Stacie Epsman

Burt and Sandy Epstein

Clayton and Sandra Feldman

Larry and Audrey Fox

Marvin and Joan Fox

Joseph and Michelle Gabriel

Sherman and Marsha Geeser

Marci and Joel Gerston

Jamie and Ken Gold

Uri and Judith Gottfeld

Enrique and Molly Guadiamos

Michele and Chris Healey

Jo Anne and Bob Hersch

Diane Hirshon

Brad Wall and Ginny Hoffman

Irwin and Laura Jacobson

Rubin and Arlene Jurman

Teri and Berry Kane

Lorie Kaplan

Deborah and Howard Katzman

Michelle Tidwell and Steven Keller

Douglas and Edith Kerr

Steve Krandel, in honor of Bert Berns’ singing 
at Kol Nidre

Benjamin Kuryk and Rachel Goldstein

Michelle Kusanovich

Steve and Annette Ladowitz

Dan and Shirley Lee

Mort and Marilyn Leiter

Judy and Bob Levy

Nancy Weintraub and Byron Lilly

Keith and Michelle Lissak

Rita Loren

Steve and Lois Matusow

Bill and Anita Medeiros

Eric Medeiros

Jonathan and Alissa Meltzer

Joyce Mendel

Lauren Nagel and Craig Mermel

David Messinger

Michael and Monique Migdol

Denise and Adan Moreno

John and Yvonne Nemec

Maggie and Bob Newman

Richard Singer and Thao Nguyen

Natalie and Greg Plummer

Elena Klaw and Oliver Pohland

Fagie Rosen

Dr. Lawrence and Ruth Ross

Michael Rubenstein

Lori Rush

Harriet Saltzman

Mitzi Sapper

Judith Sapper

Russell and Maureen Schneider

Gordon and Pearl Schneiderman

Todd Kalbfeld and Michelle Selber

Ginny and Manny Siegler

Hugh Silin

Eric and Kelly Snider

Dr. Richard Sogg

Leslie Solomon

Cecily Burke and David Taussig

Sabine Zappe and Loui Tucker

Rachelle and Roy Vogler

Andrew Weinberg and Lynn Offenhartz

Judee Weinstein

Alan Weissberger

Steve and Jill Wernick

Janet Wood

Betty Rinsler Religious School 
Endowment Fund
David Reiser, in memory of Esther Reiser

Endowment Fund
Robert and Ruth Fox, in honor of Joan and 

Marvin Fox’s birthdays

Facilities for the Aged Fund
Sheldon Aronowitz, in memory of  

Benjamin Aronowitz

General Fund
Villages Jewish Group, in appreciation for 

letting us use your Torah for our High 
Holiday services

Pam and Jeff Hoffman, in honor of the birth of 
Hanah Sarah Shapiro

Marc Israel

Gary Morris, in memory of Alfred Morris

Ginny and Manny Siegler, in memory of 
Milton Carl

Stephen and Jill Wernick, in memory of  
Ruth Wernick

Scott and Bonny Winter, in honor of  
Cantor Amanda Edmondson

JoAnne Salman-Tehrani Homeless 
Fund
Gloria Avrech

Sheldon Aronowitz, in memory of  
Ruth Zenver

Judith Jurman Omens Cemetery 
Beautification Fund
Rick and Sherry Graff, in memory of  

Jack Graff

Rick and Sherry Graff, in memory of  
Morris Saslow

Leonard and Bernice Gaon 
Campership Fund
Ethel Ress, in memory of Elvin Ress and 

Arlene Ress Nathans

Prayerbook Tribute
Dr. Lawrence and Ruth Ross, in memory of 

Dr. John N. Reznikov

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Susan Cahn, in honor of Dr. and Mrs. Edward 

Cahn. Thanks for being the best parents 
and friends! I am so grateful for you!

David and Taryn Gluckman, in appreciation 
of Rabbi Magat

Jane Schwartz, get well Robert Pencovic

Leigh and Simona Goldstein, in appreciation 
of Rabbi Magat

Susan Toth

Brenda Weinstock, in memory of  
Stewart Weinstock

Scholar in Residence Fund
Bob and Maggie Cant, in memory of  

Thomas Ivy

Bob and Maggie Cant, in memory of  
Alfred Mayer

Susanne and Maurice Tucker High 
Holy Day Music Fund
Janis Jill Carrol, in memory of Susanne and 

Maurice Tucker
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Thank You for Your Generous Contributions

 This list includes contributions made on or between 9/15/2017–10/10/2017.

If you would like to make a contribution, visit www.templesanjose.org
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For 17 years eScrip has been providing an 
effective fundraising program for schools and 
organizations across the country. Over $400 
million has been raised for over 45,000 groups, 
including Temple.

We are thankful in this month of 
Thanksgiving for our generous 
eScrip merchants and our 
loyal shoppers and eaters. 
Many merchants, including 
Whole Foods and Safeway 
have dropped out of the eScrip 

program. Please make sure to visit escrip.com/
shares, give the phone number you use, and shop 
and earn at SaveMart, Lucky and FoodMaxx. Also, 
keep shopping at Lunardi’s; they still generously 
support our program. If you are not yet a supporter 
of Temple’s program, go to www.escrip.com and 
register your credit and/or debit cards. Once at 
the website follow the prompts to find an amazing 
array of merchants and restaurants.

eScrip now has a new App that makes fundraising 
EASY. You can buy and redeem gift cards right 
from your mobile device while standing in line 
at the store and earn money for us. If needed, 
Temple’s ID# 136985180 and our zip code 
is 95126. We can earn money from retailers 
like Target, Home Depot, Amazon, Starbucks, 
Southwest Airlines and hundreds more. Go to 
escrip.com/getbenefit to learn more and download 
the App.

Please, if you are not yet a supporter of Temple’s 
eScrip program, go to www.escrip.com, follow the 
prompts and register your credit and/or debit card. 
Once at the website follow the prompts to find an 
amazing array of merchants and restaurants.

I like to share at this time of year how thankful I 
am for all that Rabbi, Cantor and my Temple family 
do for me, and how happy I am to give to Temple, 
even in a small way, by supporting our eScrip 
program. Can you say the same?

Lorie Kaplan, eScrip coordinator
408.267.4563

Numbers in November

B’nai Mitzvot
Sarah Vogler
Sarah Vogler, the daughter of Roy and 
Rachelle Vogler, will be called to the 
Torah as a Bat Mitzvah on November 11, 
2017. 

Sarah is an 8th grader at Campbell 
Middle School and belongs to the 
National Junior Honor Society. She 

loves to dance and has been a member of the Dance 
Effects Performing Company for the past five years. She 
has a passion for the outdoors and loves to go hiking, 
camping, backpacking, skiing and horseback riding. For her 
mitzvah project, Sarah will be doing trail and wildlife habitat 
restoration at parks throughout the Bay Area.

Having lost all of her hair due to alopecia, Sarah continues to 
inspire us with her courage, resilience and positive attitude.

Aurora Delilah Zeltser
Aurora Zeltser, daughter of Sarah Zeltser 
and granddaughter of Tamara and 
Alexander Zeltser, will be called to the 
Torah as a Bat Mitzvah on November 4, 
2017. Aurora is an 8th grader at Yavneh 
Day School. She is very ambitious. She is 
an “A” student, and attends “Math Circle” 
at San Jose State University.

Aurora collected donations and purchased clothes for 
kids at Ronald McDonald House. Aurora loves to read, she 
participated in an art contest, science fair, and received 
awards. Aurora likes to swim, play volleyball, skate, and run. 
She plays the piano, and takes classes at Capitol Dance 
Studio. 

Aurora is looking forward to celebrate her Bat Mitzvah with 
family, relatives, teachers, and friends.

Please join Temple Emanu-El’s 
senior youth group, EESY, for 
our next event which will be our 
Social Action Event! This will be 
open to the entire congregation 

for anyone who would like to join us. Stay tuned for 
more information regarding exact date and time. For 
more details when they come out, you can follow EESY’s 
instagram page (@eesysenioryouth) or feel free to 
contact or talk to an EESY board member. Our contact 
e-mail is youthgroup@templesanjose.org.

Heather Cherniss
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Those who have died recently

Felisa Laber, mother of Edgardo Laber

And those we have lost in years past

November 3 | Hanna Baer, Elmer A. Barron, Harold Cahn, 
Gertrude Carmely, John Fernandez, Flora Fishoff, Teresa 
Forman, Hannah Fox, Henry Frederick, Mat Ganz, Dian 
Grais, Jennie Juroff, Sam Kaisel, Mary Katz, Lena Koss, 
Ida Kragen, Frederick E. Lehman, Nettie Leiter, Samuel 
Lewon, Margaret Miller, Dr. Morris Oransz, Sofia Oransz, 
Jacob Pollack, Joan Poor, Edith Port, Israel Port, Frances 
K. Powell, Louis Richards, Edith Ross, Ben Roth, Dr. William 
Schneiderman, Molly Schutte, Dr. Albert Senigaglia, 
Bernard Siegler, Helen Slater, Emil Sonnberger, Michael 
Stanley, Christina Sweely, Joseph Wolff, Anne Wolfson, 
Mitchell Wolfson, Rose Woron

November 10 | Naomi Ashel, Jean Claire Farber, Albert 
A. Finkle, Robert Fishman, Hyman Garshon, Frances 
Goldberg, Robert Goldberg, Abe Goldstein, Max Hafter, Dr. 
Ralph Jacobs, Herman Labovick, Anna Lapausky, Virginia 
Levine, Rubin Lewon, Lillian Malen, Anne Meyerson, 
George Marvin Nathan, Paula Oppenheimer, Harry Pollock, 
Thomas Frank Robinson, Marvin Rossman, Harry Saul, Lisa 
Stransky, Kathleen Sullivan, Jean Tucker Cannon Davis, 
Sidney Weissman, William David Winter, Richard Wolf

November 17 | Scott Alberts, Mildred Allen, George 
Brockman, Arcadi Elbert, Max Emanuel, Dana Alan Fisher, 
Max (Manny) Frey, Betty Friedman, Sadie Gabrilowitz, 
Dorothy Galin, Jennie Weiner Goldberg, Max Gordon, 
Stanley Green, Dorothy Halprin, Saralee Halprin, Lesley 
Henry, Betty Hoffman, Joyce Jackman, Jacob Kadis, 
Abraham Levine, Oscar Mintzer, Herbert J. Nayman, Elisha 
Papo, Sara Papo, Joan Penner, Joseph Perr, Mahvash 
Sahim, Marty Skaggs, J.T. Snyder, Ben Sokolec, Martha 
Taitelman, Sylvia Watson, Cyril Weiss, Blanche Zwern

November 24 | Andrew O. Apte, Sidney Eisner Atlas, Jack 
Baer, William Bain, Marvin Barbanell, Phyllis Barbanell, Altina 
Behar, Goldie Bessner, Lottie Bloom, Sidney Braunstein, 
Norah Davenport, Gwen Decker, Lenore Edwards, Bess 
Ellis, Sam Farber, Jack Fischer, Louis Fishman, Rose 
Forster, Gloria Gambord-Teren, Ralph Norman Goldeen, 
Ida Gordon, Joseph Greenhut, Sarah Gross, Gisela Guen, 
Cecelia Koves, Barbara Kurn, Winnie Levin, Harold Levy, 
Samuel Libglid, Norman Lieberman, Howard Lubarsky, 
Harry Miller, Biena Newman, Dick Powell, Robert Ransier, 
Rose Richards, Jack Rosenberg, Rudolph Rothholz, Belle 
Schnee, Mildred Segal, Rita Seldon, Leo Shulman, Rose 
Silen, Craig Singer, Abraham Slavit, Solomon Sokol, Frank 
Warner, Alex Weingarten, Solon Edward Weinstein, Ruth 
Woron, Angela Young, Harry Zeitlin

We Remember

1010 University Ave, San Jose, CA
Tickets: www.latkesandlaughs.com

Doors Open/Dinner-5:30PM  Comedy Show-6:30PM
Students (14-21):$18   General Admission:$54 

(Reserved premium tables of 10 available)

Temple Emanu-El: 408.292.0939

Jeff Applebaum presents …

2017



Gloria Melmon Ascher
Realtor
BRE#00613382

Cell 408.781.8624
Office	 408.741.1111	x604
Fax	 408.741.1199
gascher@apr.com

12772	Saratoga-Sunnyvale	Road
Suite	1000
Saratoga,	CA	95070
www.GloriaAscher.com

REALTORS

CCTO

www.cavetocellar.com

Order online 
today!

Cave to Cellar
French     Wines

Artisnal wines 
for every day,

Gifts,
Holidays!

Champagne • Rhone
Burgundy • Beaujolais

Jewish Family Services Home Care 

Competitive rates 
 

homecare@jfssv.org 
(408) 556-0600 

 

 Personal care 
Domestic duties 
Transportation 
Companionship 
Mobility 
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If you would like to advertise in Temple Emanu-El’s Connections, 
contact Megan Hendrickson at megan@templesanjose.org.
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Clergy____________________________________________________________
Dana Magat | Senior Rabbi – rabbimagat@templesanjose.org
Amanda Edmondson | Cantor – cantoramanda@templesanjose.org
Joseph Gitin, D.D. (z”l) | Rabbi Emeritus

Committee Chairs__________________________________________________
Bobi Levine | Havurah Coordinator – havurah@templesanjose.org
Dan Lee | Membership Commitment – dues@templesanjose.org
Uri Gottfeld | Facilities – facilities@templesanjose.org
Debbie Michels | Marketing – marketing@templesanjose.org
Maggie Cant | Ritual – ritual@templesanjose.org
Robert Levy | Tikkun Olam – to@templesanjose.org
Debbie Michels | Membership – membership@templesanjose.org
Enrique Guadiamos | Leadership Development – leadership@templesanjose.org
Kim Jackman | Religious School – rscommittee@templesanjose.org
Fagie Rosen and Harriet Saltzman | Caring Committee – caring@templesanjose.org
Robin Feinman-Marino | Fundraising Committee – fundraising@templesanjose.org
Joe Riggio | Endowment Committee – endowment@templesanjose.org
Denise Moreno | Preschool Committee – pscommittee@templesanjose.org

Staff_____________________________________________________________
Stephanie Pollock | Executive Director – stephanie@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 ext. 233
Barbara Smead | Director, Early Childhood Education – barbara@templesanjose.org | 408-293-8660 | #434404443
Phil Hankin | Director of Education – phil@templesanjose.org | 408-292-3223
Shantha Smith | Bookkeeper – shantha@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 x235
Megan Hendrickson | Marketing & Communications Coordinator– megan@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 ext. 234
Wayne Rose | Cemetery Administrator – cemetery@templesanjose.org | 408-266-4184

Board of Trustees__________________________________________________
Andrew Weinberg | President – president@templesanjose.org
Ilene Tucker | VP Administration – vpadmin@templesanjose.org
Debbie Michels | VP Membership – vpmembership@templesanjose.org
Alissa Meltzer | VP Education & Youth – vprey@templesanjose.org
Edgardo Laber | Secretary – secretary@templesanjose.org
David Heiman | Treasurer – treasurer@templesanjose.org

Auxiliaries________________________________________________________
Zach Szereszewski | Brotherhood President – brotherhood@templesanjose.org
Janet Phinick | Sisterhood President – sisterhood@templesanjose.org
Matthew Dworkin | EESY President – youthgroup@templesanjose.org

CONNECTIONS is published 10 times a year by Temple Emanu-El, 1010 University Ave., San Jose, CA 95126. 

Award/Operating and Tribute Funds
General Fund
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Alvin Ravel Garden Fund
Beverly Jordan Temple Beautification Fund
Judith Jurman Omens Cemetery 

Beautification Fund
Lou and Clara Juren Library Fund
Ralph Goldeen Library Fund
Endowment Fund

Religious Funds
Harold Cahn Prayerbook Fund
Kenneth Gordon Children’s Prayerbook Fund
Susanne & Maurice Tucker High Holy Days 

Music Fund
Ida F. Kragen Consecration and Caring Fund

Youth Funds
Religious School Fund
Religious School Enrichment Fund
Betty Rinsler Religious School
Endowment Fund
Weintraub Religious School Scholarship Fund
Campership Fund
Leonard and Bernice Gaon Campership Fund
Michael Elman Campership Fund
Milton Fox Campership Fund
Phyllis Matzner Campership Fund
Israel Scholarship Fund
Susanne C. Blickman Arts and Crafts Fund

Cultural Funds
Choir Fund
Phyllis Omel Junior Choir Fund
Bertram Berns Music Fund
Shank-Rockman Family Sound System Fund
Scholar in Residence Fund

Community Funds
Facilities for the Aged Fund (Chai House)
JoAnne Salman-Tehrani Homeless Fund

Other Tribute Opportunities
$36 - Prayerbook Tribute
$218/$500/$750 - Tree of Life
Leaf/small/large rock
$500 - Sanctuary Chair Plaque
$750 - Memorial Plaque  

 (in sanctuary foyer)

Opportunities in 
Levin Learning Center
$5,000 - Stair Plaque
$10,000 - Library Column Dedication
$25,000 - Room Dedication

Contact the Admin team for 
additional opportunities.

Making a contribution to one of Temple Emanu-El’s many funds is a wonderful way to 
honor your friends and family. You may make contributions in honor of a birth, a birthday, 
brit milah, baby naming, Bar/Bat Mitzvah, confirmation, graduation, engagement, 
wedding, anniversary, promotion, new home, special occasion or just because. You may 
also make contributions for get-well wishes, condolences, remembrances and yahrzeits.
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