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May Service Schedule
Friday, May 5

6:00 PM Shabbatluck Dinner
7:00 PM Erev Shabbat Family Service  
 with 4th and 2nd Grades,  
 Teacher Appreciation Shabbat
Saturday, May 6

10:30 AM Bat Mitzvah of  
 Samantha Wiesner
Sunday, May 7

11:30 AM Re-Wedding of  
 Marvin and Joan Fox and  
 Robert and Ruth Fox
Friday, May 12

7:00 PM Erev Shabbat Service,  
 Cantor’s Installation
Saturday, May 13

9:00 AM Baby Shabbat
Friday, May 19

6:00 PM Tot Shabbat 
6:30 PM Tot Shabbat Catered Dinner
7:00 PM Erev Shabbat Service
Saturday, May 20

9:00 AM Minyan led by 5th Grade
Friday, May 26

6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat Service
Saturday, May 27

10:30 AM Bar Mitzvah of Ilan Eisenberg
6:00 PM Confirmation Dinner and  
 Consecration
Monday, May 29

Preschool and Temple Offices Closed
Tuesday, May 30

7:00 PM Erev Shavuot Confirmation  
 Service
9:00 PM Tikkun Leil Shavuot
Wednesday, May 31

Preschool and Temple Offices Closed
8:00 AM Blintz Breakfast
9:00 AM Shavuot Morning &  
 Yizkor Service

1010 University Ave., 
San Jose, CA 95126

408-292-0939

www.templesanjose.org
facebook.com/templesanjose 

twitter.com/templesanjose 
admin@templesanjose.org

The honor of your presence 
is requested 

on Sunday, the seventh of May,
 two thousand and seventeen,  

at 11:30 in the morning  
for the reaffirmation of wedding vows of 

Marvin & Joan Fox 
and 

Robert & Ruth Fox 
in the sanctuary of  

Temple Emanu-El.

This community and congregational event is 
a wonderful part of the Fifth Grade Religious 

School life cycle curriculum. We hope you plan to 
attend.

Everyone is welcome to attend a light reception 
following the ceremony in the Temple House.

Join us for the Erev Shavuot Confirmation Service 
on Tuesday, May 30 at 7:00 PM.

Mazel Tov 

to our 2017 Confirmands: 

Heather Cherniss
Matthew Dworkin

Isabella Guadiamos
Sela Josephs
Devin Makhni

Ben Marsh
Leo Michels
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Ruth Krandel was one of the great 
pillars of our Synagogue, of our 
Jewish community. Her devotion 
and commitment were incredible 
and will forever be part of the history 
of our sacred congregation. I share 
with you in this Connections article 
my comments from Ruth Krandel’s 
funeral… 

It is hard to look out at this holy 
congregation and not see Ruth 
Krandel sitting in the congregation. 
It is hard to imagine our synagogue, 
our Jewish community without Ruth. It 
is even harder personally to have to 
say goodbye to this dynamic, intense, 
passionate, generous, compassionate, 
caring, enthusiastic, stubborn, 
intelligent, driven mother figure for so 
many.

This is my 18th year at Emanu-El and 
one of the many blessings I receive 
is the maternal energy from so many 
of you. But Ruth was in so many ways 
my surrogate mother. She was a lot 
like my mother with her intensity and 
passion. She had no problem (which I 
am sure you experienced) letting me 
know what she thought. Most of the 
time… I really appreciated it. Ruth and 
my mother Judy were the only ones 
who had no problem saying… Dana 
“you look so handsome with short 
hair” Ruth even told me not to lose 
so much wait, I look good with some 
weight on me, she said. The irony is 
that both of these women, my mother 
and Ruth Krandel died at the same 
age due to the same ailment. 

Ruth Emrich Krandel, born in St. 
Louis but raised a southern girl was a 
character!

A short conversation on the phone 

was 45 minutes. A quick dinner was 
2 ½ hours. But they were always 
memorable!

My wife Cheriel and I would go out to 
dinner with Ruth periodically, and we 
truly treasured our time with her. My 
daughter Shira felt a deep connection 
to Ruth (in part because she reminded 
her of her grandmother and in part 
because my daughter resonated to 
her inner strength and say it as you 
see it attitude).

Ruth was tough, but as tough as she 
was, she was equally intense with 
her love for you. You knew you were 
loved by Ruth. I will miss her hug 
and positive comments after HHD 
sermons, I will miss her great sense of 
humor. I will miss her unquestionable 
support and respect for me and this 
synagogue. I felt love from Ruth that I 
will truly grieve.

She was a gift to our Temple, our 
community and each of our lives.

I will never forget when I was being 
introduced to the congregation. I 
visited chavurot and many homes. I 
will never forget being in the living 
room of Ruth and Bob Krandel’s 
home. I felt like I was at a tennis match 
watching the two of them riffing off of 
each other. I remember telling them 
that they should take their act on the 
road…. I guess in some ways they did!

I recall a mini transition team of three 
dynamic women who counseled me 
and who were excellent at giving me 
the scoop on the congregation. Joan 
Fox, JoAnn Shank and Ruth Krandel. 
A dynamic trio!!! I am not sure if they 
know it but these three women have 
been instrumental in my rabbinate 
here at TE. I have a beautiful picture of 
the four of us in my office, a reminder 
of the importance these women have 
in my rabbinate and in my heart. 
Ruth was a strong leader who held 
strong convictions. She did not always 
see the beauty of herself. She was 
extremely self-deprecating and I for 
one would call her on it when we were 

alone. She was a beautiful person who 
had incredible intentionality. And she 
cared about everything!!!

Ruth was an Ashet Chayil, a women 
of valor. She was a president of this 
congregation, she was a leader in 
our endowment efforts and she was 
proud of her Temple. Her passion 
for Judaism motivated her beloved 
husband Bob to get involved. She 
explained to me the time when she 
came home after being at a Religious 
School committee meeting and after 
expressing what took place, Bob 
would give his opinion telling her what 
they should be doing. Eventually Ruth 
told him he should be in leadership 
so that he can express himself. The 
rest is history. Ruth was the foundation 
for Bob’s incredible leadership in our 
Synagogue and community. What they 
both had in common was a drive for 
Tikkun Olam, civil rights and equality. 
Their Judaism was expressed in 
making the world a better place. 

In 1957 they were married in this 
congregation, even before they lived 
in San Jose. Ruth’s sister and brother-
in-law lived in San Jose, so they were 
married, then returned to New Orleans 
where Bob finished school and then in 
1958 San Jose became their home! 

The most important thing to Ruth and 
Bob were their two children. Lori and 
Steve. And the grandchildren Kevin, 
Brent, Kelsi and Matthew. She adored 
her grandchildren and was so proud 
of each of them. Lori and Steve, you 
were devoted and caring children. 

If there is any solace it is knowing that 
Ruth will not suffer with not being able 
to live her life the way she wanted 
to. She was very aware of the impact 
the strokes had and she was very 
transparent with me on how hard 
these last months had been on her.

There is so much more to say, but we 
know there is no way to truly capture 
Ruth and her impact. 

Rabbi Dana Magat

Words From the Rabbi
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Passover is now a distant memory 
as you are reading this, but I 
wanted to follow up on my article 
from last month. As you may recall, 
I shared some of the different 
ways I had found, over the years, 
to eat matzah (again, mostly in 
an effort to be able to stretch my 
ability to do so to a full 8 days) and 
from feedback so far, it appears 

most members found that whole idea amusing, and 
perhaps even a little helpful. Also, thank you to everyone 
who passed along their own special matzah recipes, which 
I also found interesting. While a few were interesting (pesto 
on matzah may have something to it, as does matzah and 
Nutella), there were a few I just passed on without further 
investigation (such as anchovies on matzah or matzah with 
pasta sauce), and then there were a few that basically just 
pushed the reform Judaism part a little too far. (Ham and 
cheese on matzah—that one is a lightning strike waiting to 
happen—no thanks). Nonetheless, thanks again for all of 
the input: next year will be much easier, for sure.

It also appears that my comments on what level of 
density—soft to hard—was technically correct for matzah 
balls stirred quite a bit of conversation. Along those lines, 
I have some statistically significant data to share with you 
there. I attended 3 Seders this year, and after I polled 37 
(strongly opinionated) Seder participants, the overwhelming 
majority response was medium-firm: not fall-apart-on-your-
spoon soft nor hard-enough-for-a-300-yard-drive-on-the-
1st-tee firm, but somewhere in the middle…. I guess that 
settles it then, no…?? But you can be sure that one question 
around the Seder table will never go away: “Are the matzah 
balls too hard?”.

My last word on Passover is just an observation: as we all 
get older, one thing that we absolutely can all agree on 
is that everything (with the exception of flat screen TVs) 
seems to get more expensive over time. However, there is 
one icon of the Jewish experience that apparently defies 
these rules and has maintained a constant over the last 
50 years or so that I have been watching. What is it?? Get 
ready for this: it’s the Afikoman, that little bit of the middle 
matzah the kids need to go and find before the Seder can 
end. Well, from as far back as I can remember, if any of us 
found the Affikoman, we got $1. That was 1969. Fast forward 
to 2017 and my daughter found the Afikoman at one Seder 
and guess what: she got $1 too. That’s price stability for 48 
years. Maybe these kids should hold out for more: what can 
they really get for $1 these days? Theoretically, they could 
hold up the end of the Seder negotiating for a more period-
appropriate payout. Wow, talk about leverage: inflation-
adjusted (according to Yahoo Finance), that Afikoman 
should actually be worth $6.63 today…

Flashing forward (a lot), by the time you’re reading this, 
Mitzvah Day 2017 at Temple Emanu-El will be a fond 
memory. Many thanks to Karen White for leading the effort 
(on short notice) and to the team that worked with her. All of 
their efforts are much appreciated…. And thanks to all of you 
members and friends of the congregation who participated. 
Mitzvah Day has become a staple event for Temple 
Emanu-El over the last few years and I’m very glad. It was 
a good idea that allowed us all to spend a day making a 
difference for the world around us, setting a good example, 
and also teaching our kids this important tenet of Jewish 
life. Best of all, we’re doing it as a congregation, as a family, 
all together. And like any good Jewish event, we of course 
have a meal—but that really goes without saying…

Andrew Weinberg

From the President – An age-old Jewish question for Spring…

End-Of-Year BBQ  
and Open House

Sunday, May 21

12:30 PM

Join our religious 
school families for an 

end-of -the-school-year 
delicious BBQ lunch 
and fun for the kids. 

Come tour the Temple 
and facilities, meet our 

clergy, leadership, and congregation, and have fun in 
the process. Prospective members are welcome and 

we’d love to see you there. No RSVP is required. 

SAVE THE DATE:
The Temple Emanu-El Annual Meeting, the TEAMYs,  

will be held on Sunday, June 11 at 11:00 AM

Hosted by the 2016-2017 Board of Trustees.

A delicious lunch will be provided.

Also, see the premiere of the  
2016-2017 Highlights Video!



One of my 
favorite 
online 
Jewish 
programs 
for teaching 
about 
Judaism and 
the various 

Torah portions is “G-dcast.” When you 
go to their website, you can find a 
plethora of short 3-5 minute videos—
one for each Torah portion. They are 
animated shorts geared for people 
ages 9 to adult to more easily explain 
and explore the various topics in 
the Torah. In the last few years, they 
have also added a similar series on 
the prophets of our tradition. I use 
their videos often for educational 
purposes. 

In the last year or so, they changed 
their name from “G-dcast” to 
“BimBam,” which is much easier to 
spell and remember than “G-dcast.” 
Their most recent exciting new 
venture was a new video series on 
Jewish values. This series, unlike 
the others they offer, is geared 
towards very young children and their 
families. They had done research 
that proved that there were plenty 
of resources to be found online for 
the HOW of Jewish rituals—lighting 
Shabbat candles, baking challah, 
reciting prayers, etc., but there was 
very little available on the WHY of our 
Jewish practice. Furthermore, parents 
seemed to be much less concerned 
with the ritualistic details, and 
much more concerned with raising 
“mensches.”

From an article about the launch 
of the new series from The Jewish 
Week, Amy Sara Clark writes, “’There 
is a growing interest in Jewish values 
... and I think this is all tied to the 
question of how Judaism can be 
meaningful in our lives,’ said Jonathan 
Woocher, the foundation’s president. 
‘It’s a shift from asking, say, about 
Jewish continuity. We’re asking, not 

how can we keep Judaism going, but 
what is it that merits keeping Judaism 
going?’”

As a cantor, I could not agree more 
with Woocher’s feelings on the matter. 
Congregations across the country are 
struggling when it comes to engaging 
young people and young families, 
and especially in getting them to join 
a synagogue. Even though many 
of the congregations AND many 
of those young families may not 
realize it, the underlying question 
is Woocher’s: “What is it that merits 
keeping Judaism going?”

That is a scary question to ask. If 
you’re now a grandparent, how 
hard did you work to make sure 
that Judaism was a part of your 
child(ren)’s life? And now we’re asking 
the question, WHY should we keep 
Judaism going?! You know there 
are certainly things about Judaism 
that merit its continuity—in fact, you 
understand it implicitly. The hard part 
is articulating exactly what that is. And 
the articulation of that, I believe, is 
the basis of what many non-affiliated 
Jews need in order to have a reason 
to affiliate or even just BE Jewish. 

To some people, paying Temple 
membership can be like a gym 
membership. They know they should 
go, and they usually feel great after 
they do, but how often do they 
realistically see themselves walking in 
the front door? And if that answer is 
once a month or less, it’s probably not 
worth the cost to them. Synagogues 
face a greater challenge than they 
have faced in many years—relevance. 

Parents do want their children to 
have a Jewish identity, but they—
themselves—are often not so thrilled 
about their own Jewish identity. It 
can be seen as “nerdy” or “uncool” 
to be more than mildly interested in 
Judaism to many young adults. How 
can we make it cool again? Clergy, 
unfortunately, start out low on the 
cool scale simply because of that title 

Rabbi or Cantor in front of their name. 
So we often find ourselves working 
twice as hard to appear “normal” and 
to show we can relate to others. But 
we are just regular people who just 
happen to have gone to school for an 
obscene amount of time. More than 
just being cool, however, is outreach. 
We must find our way into the greater 
community to reach those who are 
unaffiliated wherever they hang out. 
And once we get there, we have to 
give them a really good reason for 
Judaism to be a part of their lives.

What is your answer? What is it that 
merits keeping Judaism going for 
you?

Cantor Amanda Edmondson
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Cantor Notes

You are cordially invited to 
the installation of Cantor 

Amanda Edmondson.

Friday, May 12, at 7:00 PM.

Cantor Kay Greenwald will be 
singing with Cantor Edmondson, and 
Rabbi Margie Slome will participate 
in the installation.

Rabbi Marjorie Slome is the rabbi 
at West End Temple in Neponsit, 
New York. Cantor Edmondson first 
worked with Rabbi Slome as a 
student cantor at West End Temple 
in her final two years in cantorial 
school. Rabbi Slome was an integral 
part of Cantor Edmondson’s journey 
to the cantorate through her 
mentorship and guidance. 

Cantor Kay Greenwald, as the 
Director of Placement for the 
American Conference of Cantors, 
has played an important role in 
Cantor Edmondson’s career. She 
has been there to guide the way, 
answer questions, and give advice 
as Cantor Edmondson transitioned 
from school to her first full-time 
cantorial position and finally to her 
new home here at Temple Emanu-El. 
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Preschool
March brought us one of our favorite events in 
preschool, as we enjoyed our annual KNOPP (Kid’s 
Night Out Pajama Party). This event is always a 

huge success, as we focus it all around the children. On a Saturday 
evening, 50 of our little friends showed up in pajamas with their 
sleeping bags and pillows ready for a night of fun, while the parents 
had to find something else to do to occupy the evening.

We began the evening with a few of our alumni reading stories to 
our young friends, and then the adventure began. The sleeping 
bags were put out before the big screen and the kids spent the 
next few hours enjoying dinner, movies, arts and crafts, stories and 
playing with all sorts of fun toys. The room was filled with laughter 
and snuggles as everyone settled in for one of our all-time favorite 
KNOPP movies. As the night crept on, we had a simple dessert and 
then watched as many of our little friends dozed off on their sleeping 
bags, cuddling with friends, while others stayed up and watched the 
film. Everyone was picked up by 10:00 PM, tired, full, and very, very 
happy. The preschool is a very happy place to be.

Barbara Smead | Barbara@templesanjose.org
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B’nai Mitzvot
Ilan Eisenberg

Son of Jinah Kim and Dan Eisenberg is called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah on May 27th. He is 
an honor student at Harker School in San Jose and loves learning languages, writing prose, and 
playing his guitar and mandolin. Ilan loves teaching and working with younger kids and for his 
mitzvah project, he is helping to teach students at Temple Emanu-El.

Samantha Wiesner

Samantha Wiesner, daughter of David and Sherri Wiesner, will be called to the Torah as a Bat 
Mitzvah on Saturday, May 6, 2017. Samantha is a 7th grader at Redwood Middle School. She enjoys 
reading, acting, writing and art. In addition to her busy school life, studying for her Bat Mitzvah and 
spending time with friends, Samantha loves everything Camp Newman! For Samantha’s mitzvah 
project, she is collecting new and gently used books to donate to the Jewish Coalition for Literacy 
in order to support underserved children throughout the Bay Area. Samantha is very excited about 
her Bat Mitzvah and can’t wait to celebrate this joyous occasion with friends, family and her whole 
Temple Emanu-El community. 

Inspired by Jewish values of social justice, the Jewish 
Coalition for Literacy (JCLC) is dedicated to eliminating 
childhood illiteracy by mobilizing tutors, engaging parents, 
and expanding home libraries to help underserved public 
school children throughout the Bay Area.

Please refer to the 
following guidelines when 
donating books:

• Books should be new 
or in good condition; we 
cannot use them if they 
have missing covers, 
torn pages, scribbles, 
etc.

• Books should be 
appropriate for children 
ages five to nine. Harry 
Potter is great, but the kids we serve are still too young.

• The books should be of universal appeal and 
appropriateness. Books on religion, health and hygiene, 
and other topics that are of a private nature are best left 
out.

For more information on JCLC, visit this link: http://www.
jclread.org/

Bat Mitzvah Project of  
Samantha Wiesner

Please help my  
Bat Mitzvah project  
by donating new or 
gently used books for 
children ages 5-9.  
A donation bin will be 
in the sanctuary foyer 
through May.

Josh Tucker and Jeremy Meltzer are joining together 
for their mitzvah project. We are helping out the 
organization Pitch In For Baseball which gives kids 
who can’t afford baseball gear the chance to play. We 
are collecting gear and money for this cause. We hope 
you’ll help out as well. There will be a box outside the 
synagogue for you to put new or gently used baseball 
gear in. The box will be there until the end of religious 
school (May 21). Also, you can donate money, using the 
link below. Thanks for your help! 

http://bit.do/jeremyjoshmitzvahproject



May is a big month for Tikkun Olam  
(Social Justice) activities for Sisterhood! 
Please consider volunteering:

Sisterhood is partnering with the Temple on the Village House 
Interfaith Woman’s Shelter project.

We are scheduled to host 12-15 women in December 2017.

We are also one of several congregations teaming up for 
the Month of May to provide volunteer support at the Village 
House.

Our week is May 24 - May 31, 2017.

We will be looking for ways to keep these women safe during 
the day near their shelter at St. Paul’s United Methodist 
Church on 10th St. in San Jose for our week in May.

We have a list of volunteer opportunities on the Sign-up link 
on the Temple Emanu-El website homepage.

Please let us know that you can help and what your skills and 
interests are. 

We are looking for people that can cook, be overnight site 
managers and have EMT, nursing, medical, or psychological 
backgrounds.

This is groundbreaking work, so we hope you can be a part of 
improving the lives of those who need our support.

And of course, we will continue with our usual activities:

Sisterhood’s May board meeting will be held on Sunday, May 
7 at 1:00 PM in the BFR. 

There is an opportunity for fun at our Sisterhood Game Night 
on Saturday, May 13 at 6:30 PM in the BFR. 

Sisterhood is pleased to give parents of youngsters a night off 
from cooking. We will be serving dinner for families following 
Tot Shabbat service on May 19 at 6:30 PM in the Temple 
House.

Please join us Sunday, June 4th for Sisterhood’s Annual Donor 
Luncheon!

If you are a woman looking for a way to become involved in 
the Temple Emanu-El community, feel free to contact me. We 
would love to get to know you and spend some time together.

 Best regards, Melenie Pearson, Sisterhood President
408.506.7253 | melenie.pearson@gmail.com
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Sisterhood Upcoming Events

MAY

7 Sunday – 1:00 PM | Sisterhood Board Meeting

13 Saturday – 6:30 PM | Game Night

19 Friday – 6:30 PM | Tot Shabbat Catered Dinner

JUNE

4 Sunday – 10:30 AM | Annual Donor Luncheon

Sisterhood

In this parsha, God commands the 
Israelites to build a tabernacle. He 
provides the exact details of how 
to construct it, and how to build the 
different instruments and vessels. All of 
these directions were given to Moses 
on Mount Sinai, with great detail.

God calls upon the people of Israel 
to contribute thirteen materials—gold, 
silver and copper; blue-, purple- 
and red-dyed wool; flax, goat hair, 
animal skins, wood, olive oil, spices 
and gems—out of which, God says 
to Moses, “They shall make for Me 
a Sanctuary, and I shall dwell amidst 
them.”

It was to be built so that it could be 
readily mobile, dismantled, transported 

and reassembled as the Jewish people 
journeyed in the desert.

In the sanctuary’s inner chamber, 
behind an artistically woven curtain, 
was the ark containing the tablets 
of testimony engraved with the Ten 
Commandments; on the ark’s cover 
stood two winged cherubim hammered 
out of pure gold. There was an outer 
chamber as well and details for the 
sanctuary with three walls were fitted 
together from 48 upright wooden 
boards, each of which was overlaid 
with gold and held up by a pair of silver 
foundation sockets. Across the front 
of the sanctuary was an embroidered 
screen held up by five posts. Again, 
was very detailed and specific.

Rabbinical commentary call out a 
variety of themes from this parsha, such 
as community, spirituality, volunteerism.  

As God does not promise to dwell in 
the sanctuary that the Israelites would 
construct, but rather, to dwell, in them 
or among them. The point was to 
enable human beings to sense God’s 
presence in their midst; to bring them 
together in what we would call today 
a ‘spiritual community’; to raise them 
above the day-to-day concerns of life.

This gathering place brings people 
together and raises awareness beyond 
the tasks of the moment, assisting the 
Israelites in infusing their days with 

continued on page 12

My Take On The Torah – Terumah
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Calling all supporters 
of Temple Emanu-El

We NEED your help to earn valuable funding 
with eScrip. It takes just a few minutes and 
can mean thousands of dollars for purchases 
you are already making! Did you know that 
SaveMart, Lucky and FoodMaxx have joined 
eScrip? Please visit escrip.com/shares and 
give the phone number you use when you 
shop—it is that easy!

Please visit escrip.com and register to up-
date all, including new, credit/debit cards you 
use for merchants like Lunardi’s, where you 
can also get eScrip credit and earn money 
for us. Temple’s ID# is 136985180

eScrip now has a new App that makes 
Fundraising EASY—you can buy and redeem 
gift cards right from your mobile device while 
standing in line at the store and we earn up 
to 20% from these purchases. We can NOW 
earn from retailers like: Target, Home Depot, 
Starbucks, Safeway, Whole Foods, Amazon, 
Southwest Airlines and hundreds more. Go 
to escrip.com/getbenefit to learn more and 
download the app. One eScrip supporter 
earned over $250 for their group, in just one 
month using the app! Thank you to all our 
supporters. Have a merry, merry month of 
May!

Lorie Kaplan, eScrip coordinator | 408.267.4563

This is not an advertisement – well, it is but not for what you think. 
The March Brotherhood meeting convened at Siena Bistro, where 
our president is the proprietor and executive chef. Instead of— 
actually in addition to—our lox and bagels, the membership was 
treated to a preview of the new Siena brunch menu. Seriously, 
this was an amazing meal. Crème Brule, French Toast, Frittatas, 
Lox Scramble – only the mimosas were missing. I don’t know if 
prospective members read this blog(ish) but this is why you should 
have joined Brotherhood. Astounding!

Even with the delicious food, we 
still managed to follow Robert’s 
Rules of Order. In our case, Robert 
is Bob Levy, and these rules 
work much better than whatever 
is being used in Congress. We 
had meeting minutes and voted 
on stuff and everything! Join 
Brotherhood, make a difference!

At that meeting we planned our 
next activity, which involved assembling box lunches for Mitzvah 
Day participants. Thanks to Sisterhood for funding the food. I 
am always impressed with the energy and exchange of ideas 
surrounding this event. Of course, International Mitzvah Day is in 
November but hey, we live in California and there is never a wrong 
time to do a mitzvah. 

Talking about good deeds, we once again challenged Shir Hadash 
Brotherhood to a game of skill and good fellowship. The outcome 
is rarely in question.

We hope you had a wonderful Passover. The next big holiday is 
Shavuot, so think blintzes. Time flies like an arrow and we are 
already looking forward to Brotherhood end-of-school BBQ in May. 
This really is turning into a food blog. 

Enjoy! Steve Wernick

Brotherhood

I don’t know if 

prospective members 

read this blog(ish) 

but this is why you 

should have joined 

Brotherhood. 

Mazel Tov 
Mazel Tov to  

Ginny Hoffman and Brad Wall 
on the birth of their grandson, 

Robert Long IV.  
Born February 21, 2017  

to proud parents  
Julie Wall and Robert Long III.

Chag Shavuot Sameach!
• Erev Shavuot Confirmation Service – May 30 at 7:00 PM.  

We hope that you will join us for this powerful service where you 
will see how much the confirmation class of 2017 has learned!

• Tikkun Leil Shavuot – May 30, following the Confirmation 
Service. Join us for the tradition of Shavuot night study sessions. 
This year our study sessions will be taught by Rabbi Magat, 
Cantor Edmondson, and Phil Hankin with members of our Ritual 
Committee.

• Shavuot morning – May 31. Come back for blintzes at 8:00 AM, 
followed by a Yizkor Service at 9:00 AM.
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Those who have died recently

Harold Levine, uncle of Sharon Genkin

Stanley Gold, father of Gary Gold and Debra 
Ransier

Sheila Gold, mother of Jeff Gold and Rachelle

And those we have lost in years past

May 5 | Rachel Epstein Annan, Mollie Bain, Irvin Becker, 
Joseph Boroditsky, Bessie Engleman Cohn, Victor Donath, 
Ellis Forbes, Gerald Gagle, Jack Gardner, Eleanore 
Goldfinger, Helen Hersch, Elvira Kakis, Leonard Katz, Dr. 
Robert (Bob) Kirshbaum, Helen Landman, Kate Levin, Phyllis 
Levy, Nathan Litman, Percy Mostow, Jamie Beth Nussbaum, 
Harry Pollak, Jerome (Jerry) Prizant, John Puopolo, Dewey 
Richards, Bernice Richman, Carmen Rousso, Isaac Rousso, 
Philip Ruby, Rohi Sahim, Betty Schwartz, Sarah Simon, 
Mollye Sockolov, Robert Tobias, Jack Weiss, Robert Wooten

May 12 | Sanford Alaynick, Gertrude Altman, Morris Atlas, 
Claire Basist, Marcus Joel Bernstein, Sophie Blumer, Rachel 
Glicksberg, Dr. Philip Green, Marguerite Heldt, Lillian Heller, 
Theodore D. Holstein, Samuel Kahn, Eddie Koppel, Nettie 
Lee, Louis Leven, David Levine, Nathan Lewis, Frederick 
Lissak, Jack Mackay, Kate Mamon, Samuel Semmy Marcus, 
Gary Melmon, Rebecca Miller, Jean Modiano, Joy Newman, 
Sheldon Prizant, Tony Rose, Joseph Rosenberg, Steven 
Rutherford, Sarra Saltzman, Mort Schorr, Gilbert Senigaglia, 
Seymour Louis Stone, Max Sucher, Samuel Telson, Irwin 
Tuttelman, Joseph Woron, Norman Zinker

May 19 | Frances Atlas, Morton Barr, Philip Basist, Bernie 
Bernstein, Juliet Roy Bloom, Max Boxer, Ruth Bryman, 
Freida Ida Engleman, Hirsch Engleman, George I. Frank, 
Abraham Friedman, Margo Goldberg, Blossom Goldman, 
W.C. Grammer, Craig Karnal, Martin Kirschenbaum, Anna C. 
Lax, Abe Lerner, Florence Libglid, Nathan Polock, Burton 
Rubenstein, Solomon Sahim, Julius Schatten, Elfriede 
Schimek, Max Schwalbe, Albert I Silver, Philip Svigals, 
Aileen Teren, Charleen Weinstein

May 26 | Aaron Abelson, Jack Abrams, Rosalyn 
Applebaum, Steve Berman, Meyer Bloom, Adam Cintz, 
Adeline Cohen, Anita Eisenberg, Beatrice Fishman, Julian 
Forster, Judy Foxman, Edith Goldeen, Al Golden, Joel 
Goldfarb, Bernard Hawk, Ethel Hirsch, Ida Horshman, Rose 
Hubert, Eileen Jackel, Howard Just, Dora Kaisel, Rachel 
Leiter, Emil Leoffler, Louis Lepausky, Leslie Lerner, Ethel 
Lindauer, Carl McClure, Grace Migdol, Golda Miller, Edith 
Nissman, Robyn Noble, Randy Reiser, Oscar Shev, Isadore 
Stein, Ethel Swartz, Howard Swartz, Max David Yampol, 
Rose Yzhaki

We Remember

May has arrived and the religious school 
year will be ending on May 21. What 
does this mean? Summer vacation? 
– yep. Planning for next year? – yep. 
Cleaning my office? – yep. Spending 
time at URJ Camp Newman? – yep. 
Going to the bank to deposit the 
tzedakah collected by the school and 

in turn writing checks to the organizations that the students 
wish to send the money to? – yep. All these things and more 
constitute the end of the school year. It is a time to recharge the 
batteries, reflect upon a successful school year, and refine the 
plans that will be implemented for next year. So what can you 
look forward to for school year 5778?

	A continuation of this year’s combined curriculum for 
Hebrew and Judaic Studies 

	A Congregational Retreat weekend at URJ Camp 
Newman on February 9-11, 2018

	A new Shabbaton program for ALL families (learn more 
at the May 21 parent meeting)

	Establishing a Beit Midrash – adults and teens learning 
side-by-side on Wednesday evenings

These are just a few of the exciting elements that make Temple 
Emanu-El’s Religious School fresh and edgy. Much of what you 
see on this list has come from discussions during our Education 
Committee Meetings. This is one of the most important 
committees within the synagogue structure. Our committee 
chair, Kim Jackman, our current VP of Education, Alissa Meltzer, 
Rabbi Magat, Cantor Edmondson, and I are always looking for 
fresh perspectives from the parent constituency. If you have 
a desire to join us next year, the time commitment is short but 
the impact is long lasting. Please give me a call or send me an 
email to discuss your interest.

Come join us for our annual Teacher 
Appreciation Shabbat on Friday, May 5. 
This will be your opportunity to celebrate 
the accomplishments of our hard working 
teaching staff! Also, please join us for our 
end of the school year celebration on 
Sunday, May 21. Hear about all the new 
things that will be taking place for next 
year, see the ending assembly with the 
kids (including the end of the year slide show), and enjoy a free 
BBQ lunch provided by our outstanding Brotherhood. Now is 
the time to spread the word in the community about how TEE is 
the place to be in the South Bay! Have a great summer!

Phil Hankin

Religious School

Come join us 

for our annual 

Teacher 

Appreciation 

Shabbat on 

Friday, May 5.



10

Alvin Ravel Garden Fund
Sally Ravel, in memory of Bea Levy

Betty Rinsler Religious School 
Endowment Fund
Bette and Mark Emanuel, in memory of 

David Emanuel

Bette and Mark Emanuel, get well 
Henry Thailer

Bobbi Lotman, in honor of  
Harriet Saltzman’s Bat Mitzvah

Bobbi Lotman, in memory of  
Mike Krown

Bobbi Lotman, in appreciation of 
Melinda Berlant Gurman and all the 
Mishloach Manot contributers

Gordon and Pearl Schneiderman, in 
memory of Meyer Shopkow 

Gordon and Pearl Schneiderman, in 
memory of Hyman Shopkow

Beverly Jordan Temple 
Beautification Fund
Elsie Levin George, in honor of  

Emmy Lou Levin

Janice Levin, in honor of  
Emmy Lou Levin

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Scott Burke

Bobi and Ray Levine, in honor of 
Cantor Amanda and Ted’s wedding

Alissa and Jonathan Meltzer

Choir Fund
Abe Livchitz, in memory of  

Hannah Wolenik

Endowment Fund
Sy Aal, in memory of Ruth Krandel

JoAnn Shank and Family, in memory of 
Ruth Krandel

Jacob and Pauline Braunstein, in 
memory of Charles Rubin

Jacob and Pauline Braunstein, in 
memory of Ruth Krandel

Esther Buchsbaum, in memory of  
Ruth Krandel

Ruth and Michael Cahn, in memory of 
Ruth Krandel

Margie and Ed Cahn, in memory of  
Ruth Krandel

Barry and Mary Cohen, in memory of 
Ruth Krandel

Kama and Tom Fletcher, in memory 
of Ruth Krandel and her passion 
for ensuring the future of Temple 
Emanu-El

Marvin and Joan Fox, in memory of 
Isadore Breslauer

Brian and Karen Fox, in memory of 
Ruth Krandel

Larry and Audrey Fox, in memory of 
Ruth Krandel

Marvin and Joan Fox, in memory of 
Ruth Krandel

Robert and Ruth Fox, in memory of 
Ruth Krandel

Joan and Marvin Fox, in honor of  
Ruth Fox’s birthday

Wayne Green and Marci Fox Greene, 
in memory of Ruth Krandel

Joan Greene, in memory of  
Ruth Krandel

Jeff and Pam Hoffman, in memory of 
Ruth Krandel

Jacob and Marilyn Jacobs, in memory 
of Ruth Krandel

Jane and Len Jacobson, in memory of 
Ruth Krandel

Lorie Kaplan, in memory of  
Ruth Krandel

Marilyn and Mort Leiter, in memory of 
Ruth Krandel

Emilie Lind, in memory of Ruth Krandel

Joyce and Mel Linde, in memory of 
Ruth Krandel

Roberto and Anne Maragoni, in 
memory of Ruth Krandel

Howard May, in memory of  
Ruth Krandel

Alissa and Jonathan Meltzer

Wayne and Iva Rose, in memory of 
Ruth Krandel

Dr. Richard Sogg, in memory of  
Ruth Krandel

Sybil Sommer, in memory of  
Mel Sommer

Sybil Sommer, in memory of  
Maida Cosman

Sybil Sommer, in memory of  
Sandy Plavin

Sybil Sommer, in memory of  
Mike Krown

Sybil Sommer, in memory of  
Ruth Krandel

Kay and Darrell Williams, in memory of 
Ruth Krandel

Facilities for the Aged Fund
Seema Jaffee, in appreciation of  

the 40th anniversary of  
Mr. and Mrs. A. Tofanelli

Michelle Tidwell and Steve Keller, in 
memory of Malka Roll

General Fund
Margie and Ed Cahn, in memory of 

Sandy Plavin

Rhea and Steve Carter, in memory of 
Harry Hagler

Laurie and Mark Cohen, in memory of 
Ruth Krandel

The Dovek Family, in memory of  
Ruth Krandel

Suzanne Boxer Gassman and Gerry 
Gassman, in memory of Ruth Boxer

Suzanne Boxer-Gassman and Gerry 
Gassman, in memory of Ruth Krandel

Steve and Arlene Greenberg, in 
memory of Arthur Miller

Steve and Arlene Greenberg, in 
memory of Sidney Rosenberg

Steve and Arlene Greenberg, get well 
Marvin Fox

Steve and Arlene Greenberg, in 
memory of Ben Weiss

Robert and Jo Anne Hersch, in memory 
of Jack Gardner and Helen Hersch

Robert and Jo Anne Hersch, in memory 
of Muriel Gardner

Pam and Jeff Hoffman, in memory of 
Gerald Gagle

Marc Israel

Teri and Berry Kane, in memory of  
Bea Levy

Steve and Annette Ladowitz, in 
memory of Herman Ladowitz

Steve and Annette Ladowitz, in 
memory of Dr. Martin Kuschenbaum 

Lois Leiter, in memory of Ruth Krandel

Bobi and Ray Levine, in memory of 
Ruth Krandel

Bobi and Ray Levine, in memory of 
Michael Perlitch

Bobi and Ray Levine, get well  
Henry Thailer

Alan Ashlay Miller, in memory of  
Ruth Miller

Leo Rinsler, in honor of the  
Rinsler Family

Leo Rinsler, in honor of Betty Rinsler

Leo Rinsler, in memory of Eric Rinsler

Harriet Saltzman, in memory of  
Sharon Persich

Judith Sapper, in memory of  
Ruth Krandel

Mitzi Sapper, in memory of  
Ruth Krandel

The Sappers, in memory of  
Sandy Plavin

Henry and Debra Watkins

Mildred Wolfson, in memory of  
Walter Wolfson

Israel Scholarship Fund
Debbie and Howard Katzman, in 

memory of Maida Cosman

Fagie Rosen, in memory of  
Ruth Krandel

Judith Jurman Omens 
Cemetery Beautification Fund
Barbara and Bert Berns, in memory of 

Ruth Krandel

Arlene and Rubin Jurman, in memory 
of Ruth Krandel

Arlene and Rubin Jurman, in memory 
of Rebecca Miller

Libby Kass, in memory of Ross Kass

Kenneth Gordon Children’s 
Prayerbook Fund
 Joe and Marcia Riggio, in memory of 

Harold Gold

Library Fund
Marvin and Marilyn Alkin, in memory 

of Hy Alkin

Lou and Clara Juren Library 
Fund
Elsie Levin George, in honor of  

Emmy Lou Levin

Janice Levin, in honor of  
Emmy Lou Levin

Milton Fox Campership Fund
Margie and Ed Cahn, get well Marvin 

Fox

Elsie Levin George, in honor of Emmy 
Lou Levin

Janice Levin, in honor of  
Emmy Lou Levin

Phyllis Matzner Campership 
Fund
Fagie Rosen, in honor of Harriet 

Saltzman’s Bat Mitzvah

Prayerbook Tribute Fund
Dr. Lawrence and Ruth Ross, in 

memory of Selma Benson

Dr. Lawrence and Ruth Ross, in 
memory of Ruth Krandel

Jay Rubenstein, in memory of Helen D. 
Rubenstein

Jay Rubenstein, in memory of Alex 
Mendizabel

continued on page 11

Thank You for Your Generous Contributions

 This list includes contributions made on or between 3/17/2017–4/17/2017.

If you would like to make a contribution, visit www.templesanjose.org
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Connections

Wow, that went fast! Seems like yesterday that we were 
cleaning out cupboards of anything leavened, researching 
“25 Creative Ways to Cook with Matzoh,” and sitting down 
for our Passover Seders. The cycle of the year moves on, 
though, and we turn toward Shavuot.   

It probably didn’t feel quite that fast to our ancestors.  They 
had just escaped Egypt, after centuries of slavery. Walking 
for 49 days in the desert to Mt. Sinai might have dragged a 
teeny tiny bit.  There was more than a little confusion, the 
Jews being unaccustomed to self-governance. The Ten 
Commandments came in the nick of time to help everyone 
get organized. There was a little glitch, though, with the 
Israelites oversleeping, and Moses having to awaken them 
for the event of receiving God’s word. Oops. 

For us today there’s a long and rich history to the 
observance of Shavuot.  As a secular Jew I knew nothing 
of this event.  Now I’m studying. Here is what I found:     

Because we have a calendar that is tied to the cycles of 
the sun and the moon, we can look back first to the roots 
of Shavuot from the planting and harvest perspective.  

This is the time of gratitude.  Passover, commemorating 
the end of Egyptian slavery, was originally a spring 
festival linked to the beginning of the spring planting and 
subsequent harvest season.  The offering of the omer, a 
sheaf of barley which is the first cereal crop, marked the 
start of the harvest season. In Exodus, Hag HaKatzir is the 
Festival of the Harvest, as the wheat was ripened 50 days 
later. Bread was baked from the new crop and brought 
to the priests, expressing one’s gratitude to God for the 
harvest.

In the Book of Numbers, there is Hag HaBikkurim, or 
Festival of First Fruits, for which the custom was to also 
offer the choicest first fruits at the temple in Jerusalem. 
In the same verse the name Shavuot—the Festival of 
Weeks—shows the time relationship with Passover.  

How did we go from these offerings and celebrations to 
our custom of studying Torah all night?

A lot of life happened between these BCE observances 
and the destruction of the Second Temple in Jerusalem, 
including the centuries of exile of the Jewish people.  
Through the centuries many Jewish people became 
distanced from their agricultural roots, and the bikkurim 
ritual was abolished. 

Over time, a new theme was added to Shavuot: 16th 
century mystics linked Shavuot with our receiving of the 
Ten Commandments at Mount Sinai. To commemorate this 
event, the Tikkun Leil Shavuot was developed by these 
16th century mystics, who believed that by studying on 
Shavuot, they were symbolically preparing Israel to enter 
into a sacred relationship with God.

In the early 1900s, young secular Zionists focused on the 
cultural aspects of Shavuot. Their focus for Shavuot in 
Israel was the return to our biblical agricultural roots.  For 
years, First Fruits Festivals were held on kibbutzim, with 
parades, displays of fruits, tractors and babies, and joyous 
singing and dancing.  

Where does that bring us today?  

We may take three days to get ready for Shavuot, like our 
Israelite ancestors. We might decorate our homes with 
greens and fresh flowers on Shavuot as a reminder of the 
spring harvest and the ancient ritual of bringing the first 
fruits to the Temple. We may celebrate with dairy foods, 
like cheesecake or blintzes, because the words of Torah 
have been compared to the sweetness of milk and honey.  

After our holiday meal, we might stay awake.  Unlike our 
sleepy ancestors, we’re ready to study in Tikkun Leil 
Shavuot, or “Rectification for Shavuot Night,” studying 
together, like standing at Mt. Sinai together.  

And when we look back, we can do so with gratitude 
at the richness of our history, traditions, faith, and 
rituals, which bind us together as much now as they did 
thousands of years ago.

Renee Jones, member of the Ritual Committee

A  Ritual Committee A

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Margie and Ed Cahn, in memory of 

Stanley Gold

Neal Eisenberg, in memory of  
Meyer Eisenberg and Anita Eisenberg

Ohara Family, in memory of Ruth and 
Al Clark

Suzanne Boxer Gassman and  
Gerry Gassman, in memory of 
Helene Boxer Malek

Ina Jacobson, in memory of  
Ralph Jacobson

Lorie Kaplan, in memory of  
Nathan Litman

Sydney and Peggy Levin, in memory of 
Emmy Lou Levin

Sydney and Peggy Levin, in memory of 
Louise Mann

Rita Loren, in memory of Ruth Krandel

Alissa and Jonathan Meltzer

Linda and David Mighdoll, in memory 
of Virginia (Ginny) Mighdoll

Lori Rush

Hugh Silin

Sybil Sommer

Religious School Fund
Ethel Ress, in memory of Albert Simon

Scholar in Residence
Maggie and Bob Cant

Thank You for Your Generous Contributions… continued from page 10



holiness.The point of worship then, as 
now, was to enable human beings to 
sense God’s presence in their midst.

The other theme this parsha brings 
forward is that of volunteerism. Rashi, 
in thinking about these issues in the 
11th century, writes, “T’rumah [means] 
‘something set apart.’ [T]he meaning 
is: let them set apart from their 
possessions a voluntary gift in My 
honor” (Rashi on Exodus 25:2). Rashi 
gets this reading by focusing on the 
end of the verse, which talks about 
the “person whose heart so moves 
him.” Rashi sees the gifts demanded 
by T’rumah not as dictated practice 
but rather as an intentional choice. Not 
only are the gifts voluntary, but he also 
suggests they come from the heart as 
expressions of good will.

Contemporary Judaism connects this 
idea of “gifts of the heart” with tikkun 
olam, a foundational concept for what it 
means to live Jewishly, to be a mensch.

I must first admit that as I read this 
week’s parsha, I realized this was my 
Bat Mitzvah portion, oh so many years 
ago. I recalled reading and wondering 
how all the details of building the 
tabernacle could possibly relate to 
me, a teenage girl growing up in Los 
Angeles, a Valley Girl at that.  

Rabbi Dana in his B’nai Mitzvah classes 
talks to the students and the parents 
about the importance of continuing 
your Jewish education beyond your 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah. He explains to each 
B’nai Mitzvah class that your view of 
God, and I take that to mean your 
view of Judaism, Torah and all that that 
encompasses, cannot stop with a 13 
year old view. 

So today, as I read this section, many 
many years later, I asked myself the 
same question - how could this portion, 
focused so much on the details of the 
tabernacle possibly be relevant to me, 
a forty-four year old working mom, 
living in the Bay Area, now a Silicon 
Valley Girl.

And though the themes of community, 
spiritualism and volunteerism speak 
to my 44 year-old self, the theme that 
I’d like to talk about is ‘Home.’ This 
portion is about building a sanctuary, 
or a home for God. And beyond that, 
a mobile sanctuary. My head goes 
straight to mobility and home and how 
those two things can live together. My 
phone today allows me to be mobile in 
a way our lives never have before. And 
many of us struggle with that concept. 
Our noses always down, looking at 
our screens, not engaging with each 
other one-to-one but at the same time, 
engaging with each other in a way 
we’ve never been able to before. I love 
seeing the opening day pictures from 
little league come across my feed, the 
support for political views that allow 
me to know I’m not alone but none 
of these replace sitting in a room, like 
this one, working on how we make our 
‘home’ a better place.  

My kids often speaks of their “second 
home” - depending on the context 
their “second home” could be a 
good friend’s house, Tahoe, even the 
swimming pool or baseball field in our 
family.  The one that they both agree 
on is Temple - they’ve grown up here 
since preschool and by calling it a 
“second home” I know it means it’s a 
place they feel comfortable in, safe at; 
it’s a home away from home.

Home is where we keep our most 
precious of things. In this week’s 
parsha the Torah’s instructions on how 
to construct a “home for God” starting 
with the ark and working through 
the various items in the Tabernacle, 
concluding with the walls and 
framework. The lesson is simple: when 
building a home, we must place Torah, 
our most precious of items, the core 
of our Judaism, in the centre and build 
around it, ensuring there is a place for 
it to live.

This “second home” exists because 
all of us, here and beyond this room, 
have come together to create it - we’ve 
volunteered ourselves because as 
a community we contribute to, we 
all benefit from. I find it interesting 
that the first of our action items on 
the agenda today is to initiate the 
Facade project.  The Jewish people 
came together, each contributing their 
time or possessions, collectively, to 
build the tabernacle. This created a 
foundation on which we exist today, 
beyond the existence of Judiasm, 
it is the foundation on which we sit 
here, literally today, contributing to 
the building of our synagogue both 
figuratively and literally. I hope we all 
contribute as our hearts so move us.

Ilene Tucker

My husband, David, and I found a second home 
at the Temple Emanu-El Pre-school, 14 years 
ago, when our daughter, Rachael, was only 18 
months. Since then we’ve enjoyed many years 
participating in this community from pre-school to 
religious school, Havurah, serving on the board 
and thru a Bat and Bar Mitzvah (coming in June!)

Connections
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It’s Never Too Late!

Saturday, February 25, Harriet 
Saltzman celebrated her Bat Mitzvah. 
As she explained in her D’var Torah, 
when she was 13, young women 
were not allowed to participate 
in this special coming-of-age 
event. However, her father, a very 
enlightened man, promised Harriet 
that someday women would be 
included. Seventy years later, Harriet 
fulfilled her father’s prophecy.

To honor Harriet on this special 
occasion, her fellow members 
of Havurah Zion presented her 
with a leaf on the tree of life. We 
shared with her family great pride 
and “naches” in Harriet’s amazing 
achievement!

avurah 
appenings H

My Take On The Torah… continued from page 7
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Connections

If you would like to advertise in 

 Temple Emanu-El’s  

Connections,  
contact Megan Parkins at  

megan@templesanjose.org.
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Gloria Melmon Ascher
Realtor
BRE#00613382

Cell 408.781.8624
Office	 408.741.1111	x604
Fax	 408.741.1199
gascher@apr.com

12772	Saratoga-Sunnyvale	Road
Suite	1000
Saratoga,	CA	95070
www.GloriaAscher.com

REALTORS

CCTO

www.cavetocellar.com

Order online 
today!

Cave to Cellar
French     Wines

Artisnal wines 
for every day,

Gifts,
Holidays!

Champagne • Rhone
Burgundy • Beaujolais

Jewish Family Services Home Care 

Competitive rates 
 

homecare@jfssv.org 
(408) 556-0600 

 

 Personal care 
Domestic duties 
Transportation 
Companionship 
Mobility 
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Clergy____________________________________________________________
Dana Magat | Senior Rabbi – rabbimagat@templesanjose.org
Amanda Edmondson | Cantor – cantoramanda@templesanjose.org
Joseph Gitin, D.D. (z”l) | Rabbi Emeritus

Committee Chairs__________________________________________________
Bobi Levine | Havurah Coordinator – havurah@templesanjose.org
Dan Lee | Membership Commitment – dues@templesanjose.org
Uri Gottfeld | Facilities – facilities@templesanjose.org
Debbie Michels | Marketing – marketing@templesanjose.org
Maggie Cant | Ritual – ritual@templesanjose.org
Robert Levy | Tikkun Olam – to@templesanjose.org
Debbie Michels | Membership – membership@templesanjose.org
Enrique Guadiamos | Leadership Development – leadership@templesanjose.org
Kim Jackman | Religious School – rscommittee@templesanjose.org
Fagie Rosen and Harriet Saltzman | Caring Committee – caring@templesanjose.org
Robin Feinman-Marino | Fundraising Committee – fundraising@templesanjose.org
Joe Riggio | Endowment Committee – endowment@templesanjose.org
Maritza Silapasvang | Preschool Committee – pscommittee@templesanjose.org

Staff_____________________________________________________________
Stephanie Pollock | Executive Director – stephanie@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 ext. 233
Barbara Smead | Director, Early Childhood Education – barbara@templesanjose.org | 408-293-8660 | #434404443
Phil Hankin | Director of Education – phil@templesanjose.org | 408-292-3223
Shantha Smith | Bookkeeper – shantha@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 x235
Megan Parkins | Marketing and Communications Coordinator– megan@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 ext. 234
Yael Meiri | Administrative and Clergy Support – yael@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 ext. 231
Wayne Rose | Cemetery Administrator – cemetery@templesanjose.org | 408-266-4184

Board of Trustees__________________________________________________
Andrew Weinberg | President – president@templesanjose.org
Ilene Tucker | VP Administration – vpadmin@templesanjose.org
Debbie Michels | VP Membership – vpmembership@templesanjose.org
Alissa Meltzer | VP Education & Youth – vprey@templesanjose.org
Edgardo Laber | Secretary – secretary@templesanjose.org
David Heiman | Treasurer – treasurer@templesanjose.org

Auxiliaries________________________________________________________
David Wiesner | Brotherhood President brotherhood@templesanjose.org
Melenie Pearson | Sisterhood President sisterhood@templesanjose.org
Jeremy Dworkin & Erin Healey | Co-EESY Presidents youthgroup@templesanjose.org

CONNECTIONS is published 10 times a year by Temple Emanu-El, 1010 University Ave., San Jose, CA 95126. 

Award/Operating and Tribute Funds
General Fund
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Alvin Ravel Garden Fund
Beverly Jordan Temple Beautification Fund
Judith Jurman Omens Cemetery 

Beautification Fund
Lou and Clara Juren Library Fund
Ralph Goldeen Library Fund
Endowment Fund

Religious Funds
Harold Cahn Prayerbook Fund
Kenneth Gordon Children’s Prayerbook Fund
Susanne & Maurice Tucker High Holy Days 

Music Fund
Ida F. Kragen Consecration and Caring Fund

Youth Funds
Religious School Fund
Religious School Enrichment Fund
Betty Rinsler Religious School
Endowment Fund
Weintraub Religious School Scholarship Fund
Campership Fund
Leonard and Bernice Gaon Campership Fund
Michael Elman Campership Fund
Milton Fox Campership Fund
Phyllis Matzner Campership Fund
Israel Scholarship Fund
Susanne C. Blickman Arts and Crafts Fund

Cultural Funds
Choir Fund
Phyllis Omel Junior Choir Fund
Bertram Berns Music Fund
Shank-Rockman Family Sound System Fund
Scholar in Residence Fund

Community Funds
Facilities for the Aged Fund (Chai House)
JoAnne Salman-Tehrani Homeless Fund

Other Tribute Opportunities
$36 - Prayerbook Tribute
$218/$500/$750 - Tree of Life
Leaf/small/large rock
$500 - Sanctuary Chair Plaque
$750 - Memorial Plaque  

 (in sanctuary foyer)

Opportunities in 
Levin Learning Center
$5,000 - Stair Plaque
$10,000 - Library Column Dedication
$25,000 - Room Dedication

Contact the Admin team for 
additional opportunities.

Making a contribution to one of Temple Emanu-El’s many funds is a wonderful way to 
honor your friends and family. You may make contributions in honor of a birth, a birthday, 
brit milah, baby naming, Bar/Bat Mitzvah, confirmation, graduation, engagement, 
wedding, anniversary, promotion, new home, special occasion or just because. You may 
also make contributions for get-well wishes, condolences, remembrances and yahrzeits.

Non-Profit Org.
US POSTAGE

PAID
Permit No. 542
San Jose, CA

1010 University Ave.
San Jose, CA 95126

Dana Brody-Brown
Maggie Cant
Robin Feinman-Marino
Larry Fox
Enrique Guadiamos

Bob Hansen
Kim Jackman
Annette Ladowitz
Denise Moreno
Fagie Rosen 

Eric Snider
Greg Turetzky
Deborah Zimmer


