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February Service Schedule
Friday, February 3

6:00 PM Shabbatluck Dinner

7:00 PM Erev Shabbat Family Service

Friday, February 10

7:00 PM Erev Scout/ Choir Shabbat 
Shira

Saturday, February 11

10:00 AM Shabbat in Nature

Friday, February 17

6:00 PM Tot Shabbat celebrating 
Barb’s 50th Birthday

6:30 PM Tot Shabbat Catered Dinner

7:00 PM Brotherhood Shabbat

Saturday , February 18

10:30 AM Bar Mitzvah of Jeremy Meltzer

Friday, February 24

6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat Service

1010 University Ave., San Jose, CA 95126

408-292-0939

www.templesanjose.org

facebook.com/templesanjose

twitter.com/templesanjose

admin@templesanjose.org

Please join us for special Shabbat
services on Friday, February 10 at
7:00 PM, as members of our Temple
choir join the Rabbi and Cantor to
welcome Shabbat Shira--Shabbat in
Song. It is the special Shabbat during
which we read the Torah portion
containing the Song of the Sea and
the Mi Chamocha prayer, sung as the
Israelites crossed the parted sea on
their journey to freedom. Cantor
Amanda and the choir will present
"Music of the Book of Exodus," a
mini-concert exploring various works
that use text from the book of
Exodus. You won't want to miss this
awesome, musical Shabbat!



Connections

2

This past year was a
difficult one for many of
us. A difficult election, loss
of so many popular icons
and the threat of growing
anti-semitism and
prejudice. It is looking
more and more like we
are living in truly
challenging times. How do
we cope with all of this
negativity? How do we
move forward with a
sense of hope and
optimism when there is so
much darkness? 

Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel, when he explained his
support of the civil rights movement and his work with the
Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., explained that we
sometimes have to pray with our feet. 

And perhaps therein lies the secret to getting through
these times. We need to pray with our feet. We need to
get involved with positive actions, influencing positive
social change and fighting for justice. So instead of
shaking our heads and wondering what we can do… we
can embrace our own heritage that has taught us that we
must make a difference through our actions. We cannot
stand idly by while another experiences injustice. We must
get involved. 

This year there are so many opportunities to get involved.
You will be seeing many Tikkun Olam activities in so many
areas. From making our synagogue more ecologically
efficient, to interfaith relationships, to getting involved in
the Women’s Shelter that we are hosting in May… This is
how we do it!!! We get involved and by building up another
person, we bring greater meaning to our lives. And this will
help with the darkness that many of us are feeling.

There is also another way for us to work through these
feelings. And that is by talking about how we feel. I am
very excited to announce that we will be working with
social workers to provide a variety of opportunities for us
to express ourselves. For those who are care providers
and have someone in their lives who has Alzheimer’s or a
similar disease, we will be starting a support group. For
those that have had a death in their lives, we will be
starting a support group. For those that just want to come
in and talk with a social worker personally, we will have
hours for you to come in and talk with her.

If you are interested in any of these support groups or to
meet with a social worker, let me know.

I look forward to working with you and our congregational
family as we together bring light to this darkened world.
When we work together, making a difference in another’s
life, we create a sense of hope and optimism. We can do
this! Get out of the dark and come into the light of Temple
Emanu-El!!!

L’Shalom, Rabbi Dana L. Magat

Participating organizations included: 

Center for Spiritual Enlightenment

Islamic Networks Group (ING)

Region 7, Sathya Sai International Organization – USA

Sanatan Dharma Kendra

San Jose Buddhist Church Betsuin

SCU Campus Ministry

St. Francis Episcopal Church, Willow Glen

Stone Church of Willow Glen Presbyterian, U.S.A

Temple Emanu-El

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints

The Holy Family Episcopal Church, Milpitas

The Roman Catholic Diocese of San Jose

On Sunday, November 20, Temple Emanu-El hosted the 2nd Annual Interfaith Thanksgiving
with a canned food drive to Second Harvest Food Bank.

Words From the Rabbi



Love, Yum!

Since Valentine’s Day is coming
up—and it’s not exactly a Jewish
holiday—I thought I’d share a little
insight having to do with the
theme of love that we see in our
prayer books in just about every
service we do. The Sh’ma is our
people’s declaration of faith.

Surrounding the Sh’ma—or should I say, “sandwiching” it—
are two prayers about love. The first is Ahavat Olam (in the
evenings) or Ahavah Rabbah (in the mornings), and the
second is the V’ahavta. You may already see a similarity
between the names of these three prayers. In Hebrew, the
root letters are aleph, hay, and bet (vet): AH – HA – VA.
The word ahava all by itself is the noun, “love.” 

Perhaps it seems somewhat natural to surround our
number one statement of faith with words of love. Here is
our prayer book’s translation for Ahavah Rabbah:

How deeply You have loved us Adonai, our God,
gracing us with surpassing compassion! On account
of our forebears whose trust led You to teach them
the laws of life, be gracious to us, teaching us as well.
O Merciful One, have mercy on us by making us able
to understand and discern, to heed, learn, and teach,
and, lovingly, to observe, perform, and fulfill all that is
in Your Torah. Enlighten our eyes with Your Torah,
focus our minds on Your mitzvoth, unite our hearts in
love and reverence for Your Name. Then we will
never feel shame, never deserve rebuke, and never
stumble. Having trusted in Your great and awesome
holiness, we shall celebrate Your salvation with joy.
Gather us in peace from the four corners of the earth
and lead us upright to our land. For You, O God, work
wonders. You chose us. Truly, You drew us near to
Your Great Name, that we might acknowledge You,
declaring You One in love. Praised be You, Adonai,
who chooses Your people Israel in love. 

This prayer, as you can see, is all about God loving us,
God’s people. Notice the ways in which God shows God’s
love for us. It is by the gift of Torah that we are able to
recognize God’s love for us. God loves us as a parent
would. A parent gives us rules to follow and teaches us
how to interact with our world, helping us comprehend the
universe around us.

In the prayer book, the Sh’ma comes immediately after the
Ahavah Rabbah. Once we receive God’s love, we are able

to acknowledge that God is our God and the only God.
Thereupon, it is our duty to reciprocate that love, and we
begin to do so with the words of the V’ahavata:

You shall love Adonai your God with all your heart,
with all your soul, and with all your might. Take to
heart these instructions with which I charge you this
day. Impress them upon your children. Recite them
when you stay at home and when you are away,
when you lie down and when you get up. Bind them
as a sign on your hand and let them serve as a
symbol on your forehead; inscribe them on the
doorposts of your house and on your gates. Thus you
shall remember to observe all My commandments
and to be holy to your God. I am Adonai, your God,
who brought you out of the land of Egypt to be your
God: I am Adonai your God.

According to the V’ahavta prayer, we can love God by
making the words we have just spoken previously in the
Sh’ma a part of our lives and our children’s lives. Some
Jews do this literally with tefillin (small black boxes
containing the words of the Sh’ma wrapped around one’s
arm and forehead with leather straps) and/or with a
mezuzah on their door. Simply the act of reminding
ourselves of God’s gifts to us—the Torah and freedom from
Egyptian slavery—through physical means is part of how
we show our love for God. The rest is up to you. How does
our people show love for God? How do you, as an
individual show love for God? The next time you’re sitting
in a service, I encourage you to pay close attention to this
section of the service, and enjoy a nice love sandwich. 

Cantor Amanda Winter
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Cantor Notes

Mazel Tov to Cantor Amanda on her marriage to 
Ted Edmondson on January 1, 2017!
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Several months ago I came to the
inescapable realization that I was
in the midst of a midlife crisis.
There was no denying it, and no
fighting it, as this thing was just
going to have to play itself out.
This was a bonafide crisis all right,
but maybe a bit different than
what you’re thinking. My situation

was a uniquely Jewish condition, experienced by many
(most of whom do not acknowledge it or accept it), and
documented in multiple studies by the URJ, HUC, and
ACC. Some of you probably know what I’m talking about
but won’t admit it, but there’s no sense trying to sweep it
under the rug. That’s right: I’m having a “Mitzvah Mid-Life
Crisis”, the infrequently discussed but widespread
condition in that a Jewish adult realizes, with full certainty,
that it has been 40 or more years since his or her Bnai
Mitzvah. For me, that day was June 1, 1974, and the first
tinges of the upcoming crisis become obvious in June of
2016 (42+ years to the day, give or take). I did what you all
have done- I ignored it (useless), denied it was happening
(pointless), tried to amuse or distract myself (occasionally
successful), and generally tried to keep it at bay as much
as possible. This condition leads to the very real
conclusion that, despite what my rabbi said to me in his
special secret Bar Mitzvah pep talk in 1974, it’s really
settled in only now that I am a Jewish adult. As I said
earlier, my symptoms came on slowly, sort of like cooking a
frog by increasing the heat slowly on a pot of cold water. 

Where did the years go between those great US Savings
Bonds when I was 13 and the less than 1% interest we get
now at the bank??? And what of all those other questions
of Jewish adulthood- have a grown up enough, been a
good Jewish community member, and had I eaten too
much shellfish??? It became an odd mix of dread (I’m really
getting old), uncertainty (who have I become??) and
nostalgia (oh, I just loved the calculator I bought with my
Bar Mitzvah money, you know, the very advanced one that
could actually do square roots…..). This was on its way to
getting out of control, but things always seem to have a
way or working themselves out, but in this case, it wasn’t
really of my own doing. At the tipping point where I
realized my goose (sorry, frog) was cooked, I was suddenly
distracted by a fresh crisis condition, this one guaranteeing
I would never be afflicted with my original condition ever
again. And what was that, you ask? What suddenly
diverted and kept my attention?? Well, it was of course
another well-known Jewish affliction, the dreaded Mitzvah
Frenzy condition. What is Mitzvah Frenzy?? That’s where a

Jewish parent realizes it is almost exactly 6 months until
the day of his or her child’s B’nai Mitzvah and nothing is
done, nothing is arranged, and everything else suddenly
becomes secondary. As all of you probably know, this
condition is quite serious, quite stressful, and also an
(apparently) unavoidable (but often unseen, and
unacknowledged)- what are you going to do?

But as I mentioned above, things have a way of working
their way out. In that whirlwind of commotion, planning,
and decision making also came the realization that with
these conditions I was experiencing, something important
had also happened, and everything would be fine. Calm
had prevailed, once again. The process of passing our
traditions from Jewish parent to child, the transition of
Jewish child to adult and then from Jewish adult to parent,
had reliably repeated themselves, just as they had for so
many years in my family, and thousands of years for the
Jewish people in general. The cycle was complete. My
Mitzvah Mid-Life Crisis has come and gone, and Jewish life
continues……

Andrew Weinberg

From the President

Want to be part of 
Temple Emanu-El’s History???

That’s right- you can be part of an important volunteer
project to help preserve Temple Emanu-El’s vibrant and
important history, as told through the stories if its
members. The formation of the Temple Emanu-El
Historical Committee was announced on Rosh
Hashanah and we are seeking several member
volunteers to methodically interview our “Veterans of
Life” to document their impressions, stories, and
experiences of their time with the Temple. The work of
the committee, and the documented histories it
records, would be kept as an archive for future
generations to read and enjoy, and could also be later
woven into our Religious School curriculum and/or
other Temple-related programs. This is a very important
and interesting project and it would likely get started in
later February or early March.

Ideally the committee would be a group of 6 or so
people and we currently already have 2 volunteers
interested to participate. If you’re also interested to be
involved, or would like more information, please 
Email or call Stephanie Pollock at
Stephanie@TempleSanJose.org or 408-292-0939.
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Thank you to everyone who made this possible
Dear Members and Friends of Temple Emanu-El,

We Did It! Thanks to you, not only did we reach our annual campaign goal of $60,000, we surpassed it and

raised an amazing $70,430! Thank you!

Each year on Rosh Hashanah we begin our Annual Campaign, an essential fundraising effort to help the Temple meet the needs

of our members. This year stands out as an overwhelming show of love, commitment, and confidence in our Temple community:

our Annual Campaign reached the unprecedented level of over $70,430 from an astounding 195 different contributions. This

truly is an exceptional achievement, and on behalf of Temple staff and leadership, we offer the deepest and most humble thanks

to those who participated. Your contributions, big and small, make a huge difference to our Temple community.

Al and Jamie Abhari

Kathy Jenkins Adam Cone 

Rich Albert 

Michael and Evann Aronoff

Fred Ascher and Gloria Melmon Ascher 

Marvin and Bonnie Bamburg

Robert and Marcia Bankirer 

Sharon Barowsky 

Melinda Berlant Gurman 

Mort and Barbara Berlant

Bert and Barbara Berns

Allan and Judy Bernstein

Sean and Jessica Blitchok

Mimi Bloom 

Jeff and Christina Blue

Suzanne Boxer-Gassman and 
Gerry Gassman 

Jake and Pauline Braunstein

Shannon Brown and 
Dana Brody-Brown 

David and Susana Cahn

Dr. Ed and Margie Cahn

Susan Cahn 

Bob and Maggie Cant

Steve and Rhea Carter

Lynda and Jack Chase 

Simon Cintz and Melissa Aronoff 

Leslie Cragin and Renee Jones 

Doris Davis 

Norman and Genevieve Dishotsky

Patty and Jim Dworkin 

Chris and Michele Eaton

Catherine and Andrew Edwards 

Neal Eisenberg 

Denise Elbert 

Burt and Sandy Epstein

Kirk Everett and Rebecca Dishotsky 

Christopher Fairfax 

Clayton and Sandra Feldman

Armeda Fischer 

Kama Fletcher 

Edward and Marcy Forman

Eric and Polly Fox

Larry and Audrey Fox

Marv and Joan Fox

Robert and Ruth Fox

George and Roberta Frank

Ronda Fraser 

Branden and Rebecca Frederick

Bruce Frederick 

Dr. Nicholas and Elizabeth Friend

Joseph and Michelle Gabriel

Marsha and Sherman Geeser

Joel and Marci Gerston

Larry and Elisa Gerston

Jeff and Lori Ghan

Julie Gleaves 

Ken and Jamie Gold

Sheila Gold 

David Goldberg 

Margie Goodman 

Dr. Bobbye Gorenberg 

Uri and Judith Gottfeld

Sid and Bernice Green

Herm and Beryl Greenberg

Steve and Arlene Greenberg

Enrique and Molly Guadiamos

Phil and Susan Hammer

Bob and Rhonda Hansen

David and Cheryl Heiman

Adam Hendrickson 

Bob and Jo Anne Hersch

Diane Hirshon 

Carol Hoffman 

Jeff and Pam Hoffman

Ira and Karen Holtzman

Helen Ibsen 

Steve and Kim Jackman

Eric and Martha Jepsky

David and Jyl Jurman

Rubin and Arlene Jurman

Todd Kalbfeld and Michelle Selber 

Berry and Teri Kane

Lorie Kaplan 

Brian and Mira Karp

Sylvia Karp 

Steven Keller and Michelle Tidwell 

Douglas Kerr and Edith Pollock Kerr 

Dan Eisenberg and Jinah Kim 

Bernie Kotlier and Stephanie Croce 

Steve Krandel 

Edgardo and Andrea Laber

Steve and Annette Ladowitz

Dan and Shirley Lee

Ellen Lee 

Mort and Marilyn Leiter

Sydney & Peggy Levin 

Bernie and Robyn Levine

Jerry and Ilene Levine

Ray and Bobi Levine

Bob and Judy Levy

Byron Lilly and Nancy Weintraub 

Keith and Michelle Lissak

Abraham Livchitz 

Rita Loren 

Bobbi Lotman 

Michal Lubin 

Fabio Marino and 
Robin Feinman-Marino 

Steve and Lois Matusow 

Ashish Maurya 

Ilya Mazo and Justine Aquino 

Bill and Anita Medeiros

Jonathan and Alissa Meltzer

Joyce Mendel 

Grant and Debbie Michels

David and Linda Mighdoll

David & Linda Mighdoll 

Tamara Misle 

Adan and Denise Moreno

John and Yvonne Nemec

Bob and Maggie Newman

Vicki Nosanov Goldman 

Andrew and Stacey Nussbaum

Marc Pawliger and Helen Cha 

Melenie Pearson 

Maia and Nathan Perez

Kevin Potter and Ellen Berger 

Sheri Prizant 

Sally Ravel 

David Reiser 

David and Harriet Reisner

Margie Resnick Blickman 

Joe and Marcia Riggio

Fagie Rosen 

Dr. Lawrence and Ruth Ross

Michael Rubenstein 

Lori Rush 

Richard and Eleanor Rusnak

Harriet Saltzman 

Jean and Brent Sapiro

Judith Sapper 

Mildred Sapper 

Russell and Maureen Schneider

Gordon and Pearl Schneiderman

Sonia Seidman 

JoAnn Shank 

Joseph Shank 

Judith Siegel 

Dr. Judith Siegel 

Sally Siegel 

Manny and Ginny Siegler

Hugh Silin 

Eric and Kelly Snider

Dr. Richard Sogg 

Sybil Sommer 

Michael Sprintz 

Mark and Lynette Tannen

Cecily Burke and David Taussig 

David and Ilene Tucker

Dan and Julie Turchin

Ben and Bernice Vitcov

Roy and Rachelle Vogler

Brad Wall and Ginny Hoffman 

Andrew Weinberg and Lynn Offenhartz 

Judith Weinstein 

Alan Weissberger 

David and Sherri Wiesner

Dan and Laura Winter

William and Janet Wood

Deborah Zimmer and Liz Shivell 

Arthur and Kathy Zwern

Kevin Zwick and Helen Lin 
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On Friday, December 9, Temple Emanu-El hosted Jewish Family
Services for a Community Legacy Rock Shabbat Service.  Michelle
Gabriel was our special guest speaker and below is the beautiful
speech she delivered to the 200 present in attendance.   

Shabbat Shalom,

It’s really wonderful to be here this evening and to see so
many people we have known for many years. It’s also a
pleasure to recognize and celebrate the legacy programs
of Temple Emanu-El and Jewish Family Services of Silicon
Valley, both of which are near and dear to our hearts for
their visionary planning to preserve our Jewish future.

My husband Joe and I joined Temple Emanu-El in 1962,
soon after we arrived in California from New York.
Three years later I began my 20-year journey
here as a religious school teacher and both
Joe and I became active participants in many
aspects of Temple life. Besides teaching, I
participated in sisterhood and the many
Hadassah programs and events that were
held here. Joe served on the finance committee
and on the Temple board for many years. This place
of worship became, without a doubt, our spiritual home. 

Five years ago, we relocated to the East Bay and joined a
nearby synagogue where our children and grandchildren
are members. We missed Temple Emanu-El and Rabbi
Dana Magat as we tried to make our new spiritual address
feel more like home. Several months ago we attended a
memorial service here at Temple Emanu-El. Sitting in the
sanctuary I looked around wistfully. So many life cycle
events, so many memories, so many friends and families
who have become an integral part of our lives. This was
where our children and even I were bar and bat
mitzvahed. Our children were confirmed here and our
oldest son was married under a chuppah in front of this
ark. I looked at the bimah, the neir talmid, the beautiful
stained glass windows and I suddenly realized how much
Temple Emanu-El meant to me and how deeply rooted I
felt here. After, as we drove home, I shared my thoughts
with Joe who said he felt the same way. We couldn’t just
walk away from Temple Emanu-El, it was in our hearts and
deep within our souls and we knew, right then as we
headed north on 680, what we wanted to do. We wanted
to become a part of the L’Dor V’Dor Legacy Society.

At the same time, Joe and I were also deeply rooted to
Jewish Family Services of Silicon Valley and all the good
work they have done over the years through their
extensive services and programs benefiting the entire
community. The agency began in 1978 as a means of
helping newly arriving Russian Jews with basic needs,

shelter, acculturation, supplies, medical and financial
assistance. Over the years it expanded its programs and
outreach through the hiring of professionals and experts in
their respective fields. Today there are more than 600
volunteers who have stepped up to help deliver meals,
visit isolated seniors or disabled adults, volunteer as
Chaplain Aides, ESL Tutors or provide office assistance, to
name just a few of the many volunteer efforts. I marveled
at how much the agency was able to accomplish in a small
office with a limited number of staff. So moved by their
dedication I became a volunteer ESL teacher there 25
years ago and Joe served on their board over a six year
period. When I retired from my ESL volunteer involvement

last year, we both had that same epiphany, to become
part of their legacy program as well.

Some individuals might ask, why bother with a
legacy program? Why leave a portion of our
savings, estate or funds for the future? After
we’re gone? No longer here? Where’s the fun

in that? We won’t be here to rejoice in the
moment, see the end result or enjoy the

completion of the project. So isn’t it easier to just
donate when asked? To donate for a current, real specific
purpose where we see the end result? Isn’t it the same
thing when we attend a fundraising event, respond to a
solicitation or a call for financial assistance? Don’t those
count? We can feel good about participating, knowing that
we did a mitzvah. And the money’s going for a good
cause, right? So what’s the difference? 

Good question. But here’s the reality.

Legacy means more than money. It’s true that Webster’s
dictionary defines legacy as that of leaving money. But it
also defines the act of legacy as being one of leaving love
and respect, a legacy that will live on for future
generations. Legacy is the rights, privileges and
opportunities that we have and take for granted today that
have been passed down from those who came before us.
Those who fought, established and donated funds that
benefit us, the future generation.

By becoming part of L’Dor V’Dor Legacy Society we are
perpetuating the continuity of this building, this spiritual
home of ours and at the same time we are also helping to
maintain the very soul of Temple Emanu-El. Joining Jewish
Family Services legacy program helps ensure that the
neediest members of our Jewish community will always be
supported and protected. And that’s what this is all about.

On a final note I would like to share a talmudic legend,
which many of you might have heard.  

continued on page 7

What’s Your Legacy? 
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Happy February!

Our Sisterhood potluck and board meeting
will be held on February 12 at 1:00 PM in the
BFR.

Sisterhood is pleased to give parents of
youngsters a night off from cooking. We will
be serving dinner for families following Tot
Shabbat service on February 17 at 6:30 PM.

There is an opportunity for fun at our
Sisterhood Game Night on February 11 at
6:30 PM in the BFR. 

If you are a woman looking for a way to
become involved in the Temple Emanu-El
community, feel free to contact me. We
would love to get to know you and spend
some time together. 

Best regards, Melenie Pearson 
Sisterhood President | 408-506-7253

melenie.pearson@gmail.com

Sisterhood

Sisterhood Upcoming Events

FEBRUARY

11 Saturday – 6:30 PM
Game Night – BFR

12 Sunday – 1:00 PM
Sisterhood Potluck/Meeting

17 Friday – 6:30 PM 
Tot Shabbat Catered Dinner

Looking for a good time?
Not sure what to do while your child is in class? Why not spend an
hour or so checking out the merchandise and supporting a good
cause? Sisterhood uses the proceeds from the Judaica Shop to
provide for Religious School programs. Work one Sunday a month (or
two) and help us!

And remember that the Gift Shop can sell items on consignment and
we are always looking for friendly volunteers to work in the shop!

Please contact Lynda Chase (408) 505-7498 or email
chase_lynda@hotmail.com with the subject line: Gift Shop.

G
if

t
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Donate a Blessing Bag – For Local Family Shelters

Temple Emanu-El Sisterhood was recognized at the WRJ Biennial Convention
2015 with the Or Ami “Light of Our People” Award for their Mitzvah Day Service
Project in 2015. With the support of donations from our congregants, 75
insulated bags were purchased along with toiletry items and then donated to
local family shelters. Sisterhood would like to continue this program all year long
instead of once a year at Mitzvah Day. Please consider donating to this project.

I would like to donate to ensure we reachYes more families in need!

Name

Please accept my tax-deductible donation of:

#_______ of blessing bags x $25.00

Total Donation $__________

Make check payable to: Temple Emanu-El Sisterhood

Mail to: Temple Emanu-El, Att: Sisterhood Blessing Bags 
1010 University Ave, San Jose CA 95126

What’s Your Legacy?… continued from page 6

It’s the story of Rabbi Honi who was waking on a road one
day when he saw an old man planting a tiny fruit tree. Honi
was taken aback by the sight of this person of advanced
years laboring in the hot sun to plant this little tree. Honi
stopped and politely asked the man why he was doing
this, saying, “Do you think you will live long enough to see
this tree bear fruit?” The man replied, “When I came into
this world, I found it full of mature fruit trees. As my
forebearers planted for me, so shall I plant for my children
and future generations.”

To paraphrase Rabbi Honi’s story, when Joe and I arrived
here in San Jose in the early sixties, we found this

beautiful structure, welcoming congregants and Rabbi
Joseph Gitin greeting us with open arms. So as our
forebears, envisioning future generations, created this
Temple, nurtured it, supported it and established the path
to where we are today, so too shall Joe and I help support
and nurture Temple Emanu-El by joining the L’Dor V’Dor
Legacy Society and Jewish Family Services of Silicon
Valley’s legacy program in order to ensure that future
generations continue to benefit and enjoy the fruits of this
generation’s planning and generosity.

Michelle Gabriel
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Jonathan Michael Moreno
was born October 19, 2016 at
1:55 PM to Adan and Denise
Moreno. Jonathan is named
for Denise’s grandfathers,
her father, and her "bonus"
father. Grandparents Carol
Hoffman, Adan and Rosario
Moreno, and Esperanza
Moreno could not be
happier. Big Sister Aubrey is
thrilled to have a new best
friend!

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

It's Easy! It's Free! 
It's Powerful! 
It's eScrip 2017

Thank you to all our shoppers and eaters
who are supporting Temple's eScrip program.
You are earning money for us at no extra cost
to you. eScrip works with merchant partners
to contribute to groups like ours. Lunardi’s
and Lucky are premier grocers who support
eScrip. Please continue shopping there.
Safeway is no longer an eScrip supporter. 

Not already a supporter? Go to
www.escrip.com and follow the prompts.
Temple's ID# is 136985180. Register your
credit/debit cards, and visit the Online Mall
for automotive, travel and Dining Rewards
restaurants, and hundreds of gift and clothing
shops. The Online Mall is only a click away.

We all have an obligation to do what we can
to support Temple. Start the new year by
earning $$$$ for Temple; you will be staying
connected to Temple in a very special way.
From January through October we have
earned almost $350, FOUND MONEY!

Lorie Kaplan | eScrip coordinator | 408.267.4563

Mazel Tov!
Welcome Baby Moreno! Jeremy Meltzer, son of Jonathan

and Alissa, will be called to the
Torah as a Bar Mitzvah on February
18, 2017. Jeremy is an honor roll
student at Union Middle School. He
is passionate about sports – both
watching and playing. Jeremy is a
loyal Red Sox, Patriots and Celtics
fan. He is an All-Star baseball

player, a member of the UMS volleyball and basketball teams, and
enjoys playing flag football with friends. For his mitzvah project,
Jeremy will be collecting baseball equipment for children in need.
Jeremy is eager to celebrate this mitzvah with his family and
friends. His parents, and sister, Julia, send a hearty Mazel Tov to
Jeremy in recognition of his dedication and hard work!

Bar Mitzvah
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Preschool
I am always amazed
at how much our
students seem to
grow in the first part
of the year. Just a
few months ago we
kicked off our
school year with
little friends who

were just learning to be comfortable
saying goodbye to their parents. They
were unsure of many things, excited and
nervous to venture onto the playground
and many were just starting to work on
potty training. Here we are, just 3 months
later, and our rooms are filled with
confident children excited to try new
things, easily able to say goodbye, and
most are becoming very independent in
taking care of their pottying needs. I love
watching the big jump socially that takes
place this time of year and the friendships
that continue to be formed. Preschool is
definitely a happy place to be! Our annual
Open House will take place on 2/7/17 from
5-7 PM, and this is a great time to check
out our program. We are currently
accepting applications for the summer and
fall of 2017. Please contact me with any
questions.

Barbara Smead
Barbara@templesanjose.org

Junior Choir
If your child is in grades Kindergarten through 7th and loves to sing, consider

signing him/her up for Temple Emanu-El’s newest musical group: the MazelTones!

The MazelTones will be getting together two Sundays per month, after Religious School to hang out, eat lunch, and
learn some great Jewish music. Under the direction of Cantor Amanda, the MazelTones will lead 2-3 musical pieces
during each Family Shabbat service, once a month. Our first two rehearsals will be Sunday, February 12 and 26 from
12:30-1:30 PM. We will have lunch in the Temple House followed by a rehearsal in the Sanctuary. Our first Family
Shabbat service will be March 3. If your child is unsure, please encourage him/her to give the first rehearsal a try to
see if she/he would like to continue to participate. Please contact Cantor Amanda at
cantoramanda@templesanjose.org to sign up or to ask questions.
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We have reached the mid-point in the school year so it is
only fitting to look back and reflect upon what has taken
place. What I have observed over the course of the past 6
months is a religious school program that is vibrant and full
of life. The students, teachers, and madrichim (teen
assistants) come each week with smiles on their faces and
enthusiasm in their souls. We have built a strong k’hillah
(community) that enjoys learning and engaging with Jewish
material. Whether it is learning Ivrit (Hebrew), Torah, history,
holidays, or Israel, each student leaves every Sunday
feeling that the experience was worthwhile. From
beginning the morning at 10:00am, with parents and
students alike coming together as one community in t’fillah
(prayer) with a hearty Boker Tov (good morning), to ending
the day at 12:30 with L’hitra’ot (see you next time), each
child has taken another step towards cementing his or her
Jewish identity. 

Some of the highlights from the year so far: 

� starting the school year by welcoming to the
synagogue 8 new families with school-aged
children (10 new students)

� beginning each Sunday morning with an
exciting t’fillah service with the entire school 

� welcoming our new Cantor, along with our
wonderful songleader Robin and her guitar, as
the sound of Hebrew music resounds
throughout the hallways

� sending 35 out of 45 of our 3rd-5th graders to
URJ Camp Newman for the Winter Kallah
retreat weekend in December

� celebrating the beginning of the year with a
BBQ lunch, and well as celebrating Hanukah
with latkes and donuts provided by our
Brotherhood

� watching the Kindergarten – 2nd grade classes
engage in their beginning of their Hebrew
learning journeys each Sunday morning

� observing all grades as they create beautiful
works of art with our accomplished art teacher,
Deborah Jacobstein, each week 

� enjoying the energy of the students and
parents during Camp Newman Takeover Day in
November

� watching the 7th graders struggle with the
incorporating various Mitzvot into their daily
practice

� witnessing the K, 1st, 3rd, 5th , 6th and 7th grade
students lead and participate in Family Shabbat
Services (other grades will also participate and lead
in upcoming services through May)

� watching the Mishpacha Sheli students and
parents/grandparents learn together

� watching all of our students gain confidence in their
service leading skills each Wednesday afternoon as
they lead the student t’fillah service

There are so many other moments that go unnoticed by
me as I try to be in every classroom every week. I invite
you to join us each and every Sunday to roam the halls,
participate in t’fillah, and feel the energy that makes this
institution special and validates my choice to make a
career in Jewish Education. I know that you will find the
morning well worth your time.

Phil Hankin

Religious School
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Temple Library
Dedication
On Sunday, Jan 8, 2017, with religious school
classes, parents, and guests in attendance,
Rabbi Dana Magat placed a new mezuzah on
the doorpost of the remodeled library. The
beautiful open-worked silver mezuzah,
purchased on the congregational trip to Israel
last spring, was a gift from Temple Emanu-El
Sisterhood. Rabbi compared the openness of
the mezuzah with the openness of Reform
Judaism.

The ceremony was a culmination of months of
work to make our Temple library warm,
inviting, and user friendly with Kim Jackman
and Shirley Lee coordinating the make-over. A
new coat of paint brightened the room. A
comfy sofa, two chairs, and a coffee table
created a space to read, work on computers,
or just hang out. Thanks to Christina and Jeff
Blue, we have a new table in a special
children’s corner, where the shelves will
highlight books relating to the holidays.
Currently stories about Tu b’Shevat and Purim
are on display. Deborah Jacobstein, Temple’s
own art teacher, created a beautiful wall of
student art, which will be part of a rotating
exhibit.

What would a library be without books! Out-
dated, soiled, and duplicate books were culled
from the shelves and given away. New books
including many best sellers were purchased
as replacements. Our own member Bob
Teeter, a professional librarian, spent hundreds
of hours cataloguing books, bar-coding them,
and developing a system for easy computer
check-out. 

The library will be open Wednesday
afternoons and Sunday mornings when
religious school is in session. If you are
available to “host” during those times, please
contact Shirley Lee at SABL@sbcglobal.net.

Overheard on Sunday from one congregant,
“You have to see the new library. It gives off an
exciting vibe!” Check it out for yourself and
while you’re there, check out a book or two. 

Shirley Lee

Perform a mitzvah – 
SORT FOOD at SECOND HARVEST FOOD BANK

When: Wednesday, February 15, 6–8 PM

Where: Second Harvest Food Bank’s “Cypress Center”
4001 N. First Street, San Jose

Minimum Age: 14 - Requires permission/waiver slips beforehand

High school students can get Community Service credit

Brotherhood will provide Togo’s sandwiches to our group
beforehand.

Second Harvest requires that youth’s aged 14 – 18 be
accompanied by an adult, and in fact this is a great parent/youth
activity, but we can probably obtain other Temple adults to
“supervise” if a parent cannot attend. We also may be able to
provide transportation from Temple to Second Harvest for youths
if required.

We are limited as to how many people can participate, so please
RSVP to Dan Lee, 408-268-0926 or dan.shirleylee@sbcglobal.net
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Tikkun Olam Committee
Calling all mensches. Help us heal our broken world. Over
the past few months, the world has become a far scarier
place. Not only is our country in turmoil, but Bloomberg
reports that 2017 will be the most volatile year in Europe
since the end of WWII. It is incumbent on each one of us to
step forward and make a positive contribution. 

The goal of the Tikkun Olam Committee is to make it easy
for you to volunteer. I would like to highlight a few ways in
which you can help:

• Join the Green Team

• Volunteer for the Mitzvah Day Committee

• Volunteer or donate to the Rotating Women’s Shelter

• Donate to the Sisterhood Blessing Bags Program

• Lead a volunteer activity of your choosing

The Green Team is only a couple months old and already
making a difference! The Green Team is working with the
Facilities Committee to determine from both a fiscal and
physical perspective if the time is right to install solar
panels. The Green Team is working with the Temple office
to identify ways for the Temple to reduce its use of energy,
water, and supplies. The opportunities available to the
Green Team are endless. If you would like to lend a hand
or have an idea for reducing the Temple’s environmental
footprint, please send a note to TO@Templesanjose.org.

Mitzvah Day is scheduled to take place on Sunday, April
23. Our last two Mitzvah Days were extremely successful.
Please help make this Mitzvah Day the best ever! We are
currently looking for activity ideas and volunteers. If you
would like to serve on the Mitzvah Day planning
committee or have an idea for a Mitzvah Day activity, let us
know at TO@Templesanjose.org.

continued on page 15

We Remember
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Those who have died recently
Mildred (Millie) Segal, Mother of Alan Segal

Bette Myers, Mother of Kathy Myers

Arleen Taylor, Sister-in-law of Gordon Schneiderman

Helen Grant, Wife of Mel Grant

Kristi Rolfing, Friend of Sue Timpson

Sidney Rosenberg, Husband of Doris Rosenberg

And those we have lost in years past
February 3 | Mike Arronson, Leonard Baker, George H.
Barnett, Lee Bell, Lettie Bergstrom, Hildegard Berliner, Harry
Berman, Louis Berman, Ellen Bonnema, Philip Cohen,
Wolfgang Danziger, Ida Dishotsky, Alice Emrich, Goldie
Epstein, Stanley Goldman, Faye Jorgensen, Louis Howard
Katz, Martin Kreisman, Sarah C. Landau, Leo Lee, Joseph Lee
Lipsie, David Lipton, Dr. Benno Lowy, Beatrice May, Lucille
Medeiros, Ida Nathan, Burgos Pangilinan, Dr. Alexander
Rogozen, Elaine Rubenstein, Leon E. Sedler, Max Segal,
Murray Segal, Arthur Stein, Charlotte Stein, Beverly Strong,
Stanley Tobin, Mollie Wasserman, Nanette Osiel Weintraub, Al
Winter, Frances Wolfson

February 10 | Edward Jacob Abelson, Belle Aronowitz,
Charles Atlas, Daniel Cunningham, Sam Epstein, Perry
Fredkin, Mary Freiman, Jon Gassman, Rose Genkin, Ralph
Gibson, David Goldberg, Marcia Goldfarb, Chaim Gravitch,
Mark Hammer, Grace Evelyn Hoffman, Ervin Katz, Hi-chan
Katzman, Eva Klinger, Chris Koga, Esther Kostant, Sylvia Lane,
Anne Leven, Julia Levin, Jerrold Levitt, Jeanette Lewon,
Lawrence Lieberman, Julia Lukes, Thomas Mahoney, Lillian
Marchick, Hugo Matzner, Claire Messinger, Henrietta Mintzer,
David Myerfeld, Dr. Sanford Pelz, Millicent Potter, Sarah Probst,
Cora Ravizza, Herman Rodoff, Philip Rosenberg, Irvin
Rubenstein, David Saxon, Frank Schwartz, Belle Segal-Katz,
Harold Siegel, Julius Stein, Cynthia Swartz, Stanley Turnbull,
Gloria Wall, Bessie Weinstein, Mayer Zeidenweber, Cameron
Zwern

February 17 | Lillian R. Ackerman, Mollye Blumstein, Mae
Brash, Yetta Broder, Robert Brody, Bob Burdman, Betty Burton,
Hyman Cohen, Dora Gallop, Joseph Garshon, Irving Gendzel,
Sadye Gizang, Sylvia Goldberg, Helene Graff, Leon Grant,
Irma Hartfield, Moses Katz, Sophie Koppel, Margarette Apt
Korant, Robert Krandel, Violet Landers, Sarah Marchick, James
Mehr, Albert Miller, Sam Mintzer, Mariam D Myers, Florence
Rapport, Isadore Rosenthal, Daviene Shklar, Isaac Testa, Allan
Weinstein, Margaret Weiss, Sofia Yampolsky

February 24 | Florence Carol Gambord-Avrech, Larry Barko,
Irene Bernard, Cissi Carl, Sandy Davis, Florence Carol
Gambord-Avrech, Lucas Izquierdo, Abraham Katz, Flossie
Krandel, Sadie Lavin, Herbert Lee, Martin Levitt, Sylvia Lurie,
Maurice A. Martin, Adolf Meyerson, Harry Miller, Sarah Herd
Miller, Marcia Morris, Max Morris, Jacob Myers, Sarah Prymak,
Betty Rinsler, Hilda Rosenberg, Eve Rosenthal, Sarah Golden
Roy, Morris Saslaw, Stanley Schneider, Ilse Schwalbe, Rebecca
Shulman, Mae Siegel, Evelyn Singer, Esther Steinberg, Roslyn
Suntop, Mollie Thailer, Rhea Wolff, Rose Zacker

We Remember

Happy New Year 2017

Things we enjoyed and things we should look forward to:

Last year Brotherhood held all of the usual events with the
usual suspects but, in the opinion of this reporter, with a greater
energy and enthusiasm. We have found what works and have
thought about ways to make those better. In October we
hosted an evening at the Jewish Film Festival and dinner. In
December and January, Brotherhood sponsored both another
record-setting latke cook-off and a welcome-back BBQ. It may
surprise you to learn that we have a (secret) recipe and a
documented process for continually improving those events.
The occasions enjoyed a tremendous turnout, which speaks to
an active Brotherhood membership.

My favorite Brotherhood activity is the monthly meeting. It is my
favorite because I always leave the meeting with a smile—
sometimes because I heard something funny or something
odd, but most often because I like the way the organization is
headed. Sometimes I smile because I met someone new who
has decided to participate and contribute. Definitely because I
like bagels but not always the Joke of the Day, which is a
standard line item on our agenda.

Another item on our agenda is the Torah reading for the month.
This item should not be confused with rabbinical commentary
or with a religious ceremony but is rather a reminder of our
core beliefs and common values. The Brotherhood meeting
also frequently includes its own mysteries, much like the
parshah. For example, how many members do we have? How
much money do we have? Who will lead the next event? These
mysteries are eventually solved each month, and the
organization remains healthy and active.

We have revived the annual blood drive, which took place in
January. In February we will support a Brotherhood Shabbat,
and sometime in the spring we will hold a fundraising
extravaganza. Our fundraisers usually involve great food and
great entertainment. Stay tuned for the details. If you are
interested in learning more about Brotherhood, please look for
our link on the Temple web page at https://templesanjose.org/

Steve Wernick

Brotherhood
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Kosher in Kentucky???
Some of you may already know that I have
been a member of Temple Emanu-El since
1945, and also that the family of my late
husband, Max Bloom, were Temple members
dating back to the early 1900’s. What you
may not know is that I’m originally from a
large Jewish family in the Lexington,
Kentucky area, the history, anecdotes, and
personalities of which are the subject of the

recently published book
“Not Necessarily Kosher.”
It’s a very unusual book,
written by my cousin, and
was coincidentally
chosen as one of the new
selections available at the
Temple library. The book
is a fun read and here’s a
little teaser for you:

My mother was Bettie Abraham, one of the 12
children of Jacob and Teresa Abraham. She
met my father, Barney Miller in Providence, RI
while visiting relatives- he had recently
graduated from MIT and Brown University.
They married in 1922, and shortly thereafter
my twin brother Harry and I were born. We
were members of Temple Adath Israel in
Lexington (I still get their bulletin in the mail),
where I taught Sunday school and was a
member of the choir.

The book traces the family through the era of
the Depression, the WW2 years (incidentally, I
met Max at a USO dance in Lexington, where
he was stationed in 1944), the post-war years
and up to present day. By the way, my
father’s electronics store, “Miller’s” is still
operating in the Lexington area, all these
years later.

Of the families of my mother and her 11
siblings, only my cousin Harriet (who wrote
the book) and I are still living. Once the book
came out it was really a kick to recall all of
those long ago memories and stories- every
one made me smile.

This was just a tiny bit of what the book
holds. I hope you’ll get a chance to enjoy it
too.

Sincerely, Mimi Bloom 

To Walk in the land of
Israel is a holy thing to do.”

“For most of my life, my religious identity was not

connected to a particular place, and certainly not to

any place in the Bible. As a fifth-generation American

Jew from the South, I had a strong attachment to

Judaism, but one based on family, community, ethics,

public service; not spirituality or mysticism. And not on any deep-seated

attachment to the Promised Land. Instead, I was attached to the South, and

like many Jewish southerners, I struggled between a religion that gave me

a sense of identity and a place that made me feel at home.” - Feiler

The author of this book, Bruce Feiler, along with an Israeli expert
anthropologist named Avner, travel through the modern day Middle
East (namely Iraq, Iran, Syria, Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Gaza and the West
Bank), viewing it through a biblical perspective. By traveling to places
where tradition and history say biblical events actually once occurred,
Feiler makes remarkable connections between the oral tradition of the
Bible and the political realities of Y2K (book was published in 2001).

I was introduced to this book shortly after it was published. I had just
finished my degree at Hebrew Union College, spending 1 year in
Jerusalem and 2 in Los Angeles. As I began to read, I found myself
picturing the exact places Feiler describes. I stood at the locations he
had stood and I could picture the setting (the sounds, smells,
atmosphere, backdrop, etc.). This only allowed me to get deeper into
the story. But I believe that even if you have not yet stepped foot into
Israel and the Middle East, you can still picture what he is describing.
He is a Jew who is looking for a deeper connection to his Jewish
roots and he sets off on a year-long adventure to rationalize the
validity of “the Jewish story”. I highly recommend this book to
everyone. It is an engrossing adventure story and one that will leave
you finding it difficult to put down. 

Phil Hankin

Note: The book is available at the King Library (San Jose main library,
4th & San Fernando).

December 2, 2016 | The Snider Family in honor of Jonah's Bar Mitzvah; The families of the
6th and 3rd grade classes in honor of their participation in tonight's Service

December 9, 2016 | The Everett Dishotsky Family in honor of Sophie's Bat Mitzvah

December 16, 2016 | David and Harriet Reisner; Sidney and Bernice Green

December 23, 2016 | Russell and Maureen Schneider

December 30, 2016 | Stephanie and Sarah Pollock in honor of Maya's 2nd birthday

January 6, 2017 | Dr. Bobbye Gorenberg in memory of Marvin and Gable Gorenberg; Carol
Hoffman, Denise and Adan Moreno, and Kristina Fernandez in memory of John
Fernandez

January 13, 2017 | Sharon Barowsky in memory of Irv Barowsky; Carol Hoffman, Denise
and Adan Moreno, and Kristina Fernandez in memory of Robert Hoffman

January 20, 2017 | Wayne and Iva Rose; John and Yvonne Nemec in memory of John Luke

January 27, 2017 | The Temple Senior Staff and A-team in honor of Cantor Amanda and
Ted’s marriage
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Tikkun Olam Committee… continued from page 12

Tu B’Shvat—the New Year of the Trees

Temple Emanu-El will be housing medically fragile women
on-site from May 3 to June 7 as part of faith-based
Rotating Women’s Shelter Program
(www.villagehousesccca.com). The Temple will be
providing the women with a wide range of services
including meals and overnight supervision. Volunteers and
contributions are needed. If you have any questions or
would like to assist, contact David Heiman at
treasurer@templesanjose.org. 

Sisterhood has an ongoing program to create “Blessing
Bags” for our local shelters. The bags cost approximately
$25 each and contains shampoo, body wash, brush/comb,
a nail kit, deck of cards, toothpaste and toothbrush neatly

packed in an insulated lunch bag. If you would like to
donate, please send a check payable to Sisterhood, 1010
University Ave. San Jose, CA 95129.

The goal of the Tikkun Olam committee is to help you help
the community. Over the course of the year, we are hoping
to support volunteer events with Veggielution, Second
Harvest Food Bank, Chai House, PACT, and Our City
Forest. Help us make a difference. If you would like to
volunteer for one of these activities or have an event you
would like to lead, let me know at
robertlouislevy@msn.com or 408-834-9725. 

Bob Levy

As we roll through the cycle of the year’s festivals, we now
approach the minor holiday of Tu B’Shvat—the New Year of
the Trees. What makes the holiday “minor”? Well, we don’t
stop working, or fast, or even have a special prayer we
recite. If you’re like me, your strongest Tu B’Shvat childhood
memory is collecting money to plant trees in Israel. And
being a holiday of the trees, the connections to
environmentalism could not be ignored. To the world, Tu
B’Shvat is sometimes called “Israeli Arbor Day”, but given
Arbor Day’s relative obscurity, I can’t say that this description
helps. These images are important, but what is the crux of
Tu B’Shvat: what is this day really about? 

Literally “the fifteenth of the month of Shvat”, Tu B’Shvat has
its origins not in the Torah, but rather from later in history,
from the Rabbis. At first, Tu B’Shvat was simply a calendar
date used to calculate tithes on fruit trees. Even the date of
the holiday itself was debated in the Talmud. Marking the
time when sap first runs after the land of Israel’s trees rise
from their winter sleep, Tu B’Shvat, like many other Jewish
festivals’ origins, held direct agricultural importance. 

Tu B’Shvat lost its immediate connection to the harvest and
began to take on more symbolic meaning when the center
of Jewish observance and practice was forced to leave the
land of Israel. No longer living in our ancestral homeland,
Medieval Jews saw Tu B’Shvat as a path to remember the
land that was lost. New rituals were invented, such as eating
dried fruits from Israel, and having a seder centered on
these fruits, or baking a pilaf out of fruits and grains
mentioned in the Torah. 

At the beginning of the 20th century, with Zionism on the
rise and larger numbers of Jews beginning to move back
into the land of Israel, the practice of planting trees in Israel
on Tu B’Shvat began. The land’s upkeep had been
neglected, and reforestation was an essential part of land
reclamation and ridding the region of malarial swamps. The

Jewish National Fund continues to collect money for Tu
B’Shvat tree plantings to this day, as maintaining Israel’s
healthy agriculture and environment is especially important
in such a small country. 

Jewish teachings have always had a strong symbolic
associations with trees. Whether we’re talking about the
Garden of Eden’s Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, the
Torah’s law forbidding cutting down trees in a time of war, or
referring to the Torah itself as the “Tree of Life”, one doesn’t
have to search very far to find trees in Judaism. And so it
seems natural that we, as Jews, would celebrate a New
Year for the Trees. 

But now that we, as humanity, are growing to understand
our own impact on our planet’s ecosystem, Tu B’Shvat also
grows in meaning. Like our modernization of other Jewish
rituals, Tu B’Shvat evolves as we amplify the environmental
messages of the festival. A “New Year for the Trees” is now
interpreted as a celebration of our new understanding of
how vital trees are to life, yet how fragile are some of the
ecosystems that support them.

Tu B’Shvat’s importance has expanded beyond ancient
taxes, beyond remembering our homeland, beyond
reforesting the land of Israel, beyond even honoring our
California oaks and redwoods, and broadens to encompass
life on our planet as a whole. We now see trees in their
rightful place: providing not just delicious fruit, but giving
habitats to myriad species, preventing erosion and soil loss,
and—most important—creating the very air we breathe. 

As this year’s New Years of the Trees is approaching
(February 11th), I encourage you to join Temple Emanu-El’s
Shabbat in Nature celebration (at Kelley Park’s Redwood
Grove picnic area), contribute to an environmental cause, or
create your own meaningful ritual to celebrate the trees. 

Branden Frederick
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Alvin Ravel Garden Fund
Deborah Katzman, in memory of 

Lawrence Brenner

Bertram Berns Music Fund
June Dilevsky, in memory of Rick Davis

Betty Rinsler Religious School

Endowment Fund
Leo Rinsler and Family

Bill Poor, in memory of Helen Grant

Beverly Jordan Temple

Beautification Fund
Brian and Karen Fox, in memory of 

Helen Grant

Campership Fund
Carol and George Hofheimer, in memory of

Henry and Alberte Hofheimer

Fagie Rosen, in honor of Cantor Amanda's
Marriage

Fagie Rosen, in memory of Millie Segal

JoAnn Shank, in memory of Helen Grant

Cantor's Discretionary Fund
Lorie Kaplan, in memory of Helen Grant

Paul Roth-Soto, in memory of Catherine Soto

Lori Rush, in honor of Cantor Amanda's
Marriage

Temple Emanu El Sisterhood, Wishing
Cantor a happy Hannukah

Sybil Sommer, in appreciation of 
Cantor Winter

Choir Fund
Gary and Melissa Katz

Abe Livchitz, in memory of Oda Livchitz

Endowment Fund
Jacob and Pauline Braunstein, in memory

of Rose and Sidney Braunstein

Jacob and Pauline Braunstein, in memory
of Oda and Leon Livchitz

Jake and Pauline Braunstein, in memory of
Helen Grant 

Pauline and Jacob Braunstein, in memory
of Samuel Rubin and Charles Hoefler

Robert and Maggie Cant

Brian and Karen Fox, in honor of Joan and
Marvin Fox's 60th wedding anniversary

Suzanne Boxer-Gassman and Gerry
Gassman, in memory of Dr. Andrew Boxer

Sydney and Peggy Levin

General Fund
Louise Alkire, in memory of Helen Grant

James and Clifta Atlas, in memory of
Charles Atlas, Donald Atlas, June Stein
Atlas, Morris Atlas, Sidney Eisner Atlas,
Fanny Stein, Isadore Stein, David M. Stein,
Marion Wallace

Peta and Paul Bender, in memory of 
Helen Grant

Larry, Audrey, Hannah, and Carter Fox, in
honor of Joan and Marvin Fox's 60th
wedding anniversary

Edward and Ruth Gipstein, in memory of
Rick Davis

Steve and Arlene Greenberg, in memory of
Cyril Weiss, Eugene Weiss, Zelda Heitner

Arlene and Steve Greenberg, in memory of
Mark Leon

Ken and Carol Hoffman, in memory of 
Nella and Eric Hoffman

Helen Ibsen, in memory of Dr. Maxwell Ibsen

Marc Israel

Gary and Melissa Katz

Sylvia and Jim Katzman, in memory of 
Rick Davis

Alan and Catharine Levin, in memory of
Barry Levin

Sydney and Peggy Levin, in memory of
Richard Levin

Bobi and Ray Levine, in memory of 
Harry Yaffee, Ruth Yaffee, Janice Perlitch,
Judge Martin Rothenberg

Bobi and Ray Levine, in memory of 
Helen Grant

Bobi and Ray Levine, in memory of 
Herbert Leeds

Jan and Michael Locker, in memory of 
Helen Grant

Jack Moore and Bonnie Slavitt Moore, in
memory of Rick Davis

Elena Klaw and Oliver Pohland

Harriet Saltzman, in memory of Helen Grant

Harriet Saltzman, in honor of 
Cantor Amanda's Marriage

Mitzi Sapper, in memory of Ernest Marcus

Harriet Siegel

Ginny and Manny Siegler, in memory of
Helen Grant

Mark and Nurit Takacs

Ann and Rick Tavan, in memory of 
Rick Davis

Henry and Debra Watkins

In-kind donation
Jeff and Christina Blue

Judith Jurman Omens Cemetery

Beautification Fund?
Charlotte Burriesci and Family, in memory

of Simon Slater

Rick and Sherry Graff, in memory of 
Sylvia Saslaw

Selma Karchem, in memory of Alan Singer

Carol Laughlin, in memory of Esther Miller

Kenneth Gordon Children's

Prayerbook Fund
Michele Healey Eaton and Chris Eaton, in

memory of Kenneth Gordon

Marcia and Joe Riggio, in memory of
Kenneth Gordon

Milton Fox Campership Fund
Joan and Marvin Fox

Robert and Ruth Fox

Phyllis Matzner Campership Fund
Fagie Rosen and Family, in memory of

Helen Grant

Rabbis Discretionary Fund
Kirk Everett and Rebecca Dishotsky, in

honor of Sophie's Bat Mitzvah

Allan and Judith Bernstein and Family, in
memory of Jean Bernstein and 
Murray Bernstein

Barbara Barko, in memory of Helen Grant

Rosel Barowsky, in appreciation of 
Rabbi Magat

Solna Braude, in memory of Jack Braude,
Sylvia Braude, Laurence Braude

Ed and Margie Cahn, in appreciation of
Rabbi Magat

Susan Cahn

Eldon Cherniss

Judy London and Bob Davis, in
appreciation of Rabbi Magat

Sandy and Burt Epstein, in memory of 
Millie Segal

Sandy and Burt Epstein, in memory of 
Ida Epstein and Marcy Epstein Wolff

Sandy and Burt Epstein, get well Mark Atlas

Sandy and Burt Epstein, get well 
Henry Thailer

Sandy and Burt Epstein, get well 
Arlene Ravel

Sandy and Burt Epstein, get well 
Pearl Schneiderman

Lorin Fink

Rick and Sherry Graff, in memory of 
Helene Graff

Gene and Marilyn Handloff, in memory of
Estelle Aber

Gene and Marilyn Handloff, in memory of
Helen Grant

Ina Jacobson, in memory of 
Mark Bershadsky

Deborah Katzman, in memory of 
Helen Grant

Sharon Genkin and Ronald Mandel

David and Debbie Reed, in memory of
Helen Grant

Ethel Ress, in memory of Betty Myers

Temple Emanu El Sisterhood, wishing 
Rabbi Magat a happy Hannukah

Sybil Sommer, in appreciation of 
Rabbi Magat

Thomas Szepesi

Mark and Lynette Tannen, in memory of
Ellen Tannenbaum Terrell

Bernice and Ben Vitcov, in memory of
Morris Nissman

Kathy and Arthur Zwern

Religious School Endowment

Fund
JoAnn Shank, in memory of Bette Myers

Scholar in Residence Fund
Robert and Maggie Cant

Robert and Maggie Cant, in memory of
Lillian Becker

Robert and Maggie Cant, in memory of 
Sam Kaisel

Susanne and Maurice Tucker

High Holy Day Music Fund
Carol Tucker Martin and Family, in memory

of Maurice Tucker

Carol Tucker Martin and Family, in memory
of Susanne Tucker Okun

Carol Tucker Martin and Family, in memory
of Rick Davis

Sapper Family, in memory of Gerald Sapper

Temple Endowment Fund
Lori Rush, in memory of Bette Myers

Weintraub Religious School

Scholarship Fund
Laurel Hassid, in memory of 

Cecil and Nanette Weintraub

Thank You for Your Generous Contributions

If you would like to make a contribution, visit www.templesanjose.org

This list includes contributions made on or between 11/15/2016–1/15/2017.
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Take a look at   
     Yavneh Day School

www.yavnehdayschool.org

Full-day kindergarten 
Strong academic            

environment
STEAM: interdisciplinary, 

project-based work
Warm, inclusive 

community

Art and music in every 
grade

Hands-on science
Singapore math

One-to-one laptop 
program in Middle 

School

Hebrew language
Physical education and 

after school sports
Emphasis on social 

justice
Large choice of after 
school programming

Whether your child is entering kindergarten, middle school, 
or a grade in between, we invite you to discover the warmth 
and academic excellence of a Yavneh Day School education. 

For more information, or to schedule a tour, please call 
408-984-6700 or email joy@yavnehdayschool.org.
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Gloria Melmon Ascher

Realtor

BRE#00613382

Cell 408.781.8624

Office 408.741.1111 x604

Fax 408.741.1199

gascher@apr.com

12772 Saratoga-Sunnyvale Road

Suite 1000

Saratoga, CA 95070

www.GloriaAscher.com

REALTORS

CCTO

www.cavetocellar.com

Order online 
today!

Cave to Cellar
French     Wines

Artisnal wines 
for every day,

Gifts,
Holidays!

Champagne • Rhone
Burgundy • Beaujolais

CaCa
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otevCaCav
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gundy • Beaujolais

  

 
     

 
  

om

Jewish Family Services Home Care 

Competitive rates 
 

homecare@jfssv.org 
(408) 556-0600 

 

 Personal care 
Domestic duties 
Transportation 
Companionship 
Mobility 
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Clergy___________________________________________________________
Dana Magat | Senior Rabbi – rabbimagat@templesanjose.org
Amanda Winter | Cantor – cantoramanda@templesanjose.org
Joseph Gitin, D.D. (z”l) | Rabbi Emeritus

Committee Chairs_________________________________________________
Bobi Levine | Havurah Coordinator – havurah@templesanjose.org
Dan Lee | Membership Commitment – dues@templesanjose.org
Uri Gottfeld | Facilities – facilities@templesanjose.org
Edgardo Laber | Marketing – marketing@templesanjose.org
Maggie Cant | Ritual – ritual@templesanjose.org
Robert Levy | Tikkun Olam – to@templesanjose.org
Shirley Lee | Membership – membership@templesanjose.org
Enrique Guadiamos | Leadership Development – leadership@templesanjose.org
Alissa Meltzer | Religious School – rscommittee@templesanjose.org
Fagie Rosen and Harriet Saltzman | Caring Committee – caring@templesanjose.org
Carol Hoffman | Fundraising Committee – fundraising@templesanjose.org
Joe Riggio | Endowment Committee – endowment@templesanjose.org
Maritza Silapasvang | Preschool Committee – pscommittee@templesanjose.org

Staff ____________________________________________________________
Stephanie Pollock | Executive Director – stephanie@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 ext. 233
Barbara Smead | Preschool Director – barbara@templesanjose.org | 408-293-8660 | #434404443
Phil Hankin | Director of Education – phil@templesanjose.org | 408-292-3223
Shantha Smith | Bookkeeper – shantha@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 x235
Megan Parkins | Marketing and Communications Coordinator– megan@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 ext. 234
Yael Meiri | Administrative and Clergy Support – yael@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 ext. 231
Wayne Rose | Cemetery Administrator – cemetery@templesanjose.org | 408-266-4184

Board of Trustees _________________________________________________
Andrew Weinberg | President – president@templesanjose.org
Ilene Tucker | VP Administration – vpadmin@templesanjose.org
Debbie Michels | VP Membership – vpmembership@templesanjose.org
Alissa Meltzer | VP Education & Youth – vprey@templesanjose.org
Edgardo Laber | Secretary – secretary@templesanjose.org
David Heiman | Treasurer – treasurer@templesanjose.org

Auxiliaries _______________________________________________________
David Wiesner | Brotherhood President brotherhood@templesanjose.org
Melenie Pearson | Sisterhood President sisterhood@templesanjose.org
Jeremy Dworkin & Erin Healey | Co-EESY Presidents youthgroup@templesanjose.org

CONNECTIONS is published 10 times a year by Temple Emanu-El, 1010 University Ave., San Jose, CA 95126. 

Award/Operating and Tribute Funds
General Fund
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Alvin Ravel Garden Fund
Beverly Jordan Temple Beautification Fund
Judith Jurman Omens Cemetery

Beautification Fund
Lou and Clara Juren Library Fund
Ralph Goldeen Library Fund
Endowment Fund

Religious Funds
Harold Cahn Prayerbook Fund
Kenneth Gordon Children’s Prayerbook Fund
Susanne & Maurice Tucker High Holy Days

Music Fund
Ida F. Kragen Consecration and Caring Fund

Youth Funds
Religious School Fund
Religious School Enrichment Fund
Betty Rinsler Religious School
Endowment Fund
Weintraub Religious School Scholarship Fund
Campership Fund
Leonard and Bernice Gaon Campership Fund
Michael Elman Campership Fund
Milton Fox Campership Fund
Phyllis Matzner Campership Fund
Israel Scholarship Fund
Susanne C. Blickman Arts and Crafts Fund

Cultural Funds
Choir Fund
Phyllis Omel Junior Choir Fund
Bertram Berns Music Fund
Shank-Rockman Family Sound System Fund
Scholar in Residence Fund

Community Funds
Facilities for the Aged Fund (Chai House)
JoAnne Salman-Tehrani Homeless Fund

Other Tribute Opportunities
$36 - Prayerbook Tribute
$218/$500/$750 - Tree of Life
Leaf/small/large rock
$500 - Sanctuary Chair Plaque
$750 - Memorial Plaque 

(in sanctuary foyer)

Opportunities in 
Levin Learning Center
$5,000 - Stair Plaque
$10,000 - Library Column Dedication
$25,000 - Room Dedication

Contact the Admin team for 
additional opportunities.

Making a contribution to one of Temple Emanu-El’s many funds is a wonderful way to honor
your friends and family. You may make contributions in honor of a birth, a birthday, brit milah,
baby naming, Bar/Bat Mitzvah, confirmation, graduation, engagement, wedding, anniversary,
promotion, new home, special occasion or just because. You may also make contributions
for get-well wishes, condolences, remembrances and yahrzeits.
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