
At this time, we are nearly
half-way to our Annual
Campaign goal of
$60,000. We know we can
reach our goal with the
help of each and every
one of you. Thank you to
everyone who has
contributed to the
campaign so far. To
donate, visit our Temple
website and click on the
Annual Campaign button,
mail in the envelope in
Connections, call the
Temple Administrative
Office, or visit the donation
boxes at Temple Emanu-El.

Tickets are on sale now!
Latkes and Laughs will be 

Sunday, December 18 

at 6:00 PM.

Visit www.latkesandlaughs.com

for all you need to know!
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November Service Schedule
Friday, November 4

6:00 PM Shabbatluck Dinner

7:00 PM Erev Shabbat Family Service 
with 5th and 7th Grades

Friday, November 11

7:00 PM Erev Shabbat Service

Saturday, November 12

9:00 AM Baby Shabbat

Friday, November 18

6:00 PM Tot Shabbat with Kindergarten 
and 1st Grade

6:30 PM Tot Shabbat Catered Dinner

7:00 PM Erev Shabbat Service

Sunday, November 20

6:30 PM Interfaith Thanksgiving Service

Friday, November 25

6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat Service

Sunday, November 20 at 6:30 PM

at Temple Emanu-El
1010 University Ave., San Jose, CA 95126

At this time of year, when it is especially important for us to be thankful,
we will join together with other organizations and congregations to
share our gratitude as a community and give back. There will be a

canned food drive for Second Harvest Food Bank.

A communal reception will follow the service. If you would like to make
a pie for this occasion, please contact the Temple Administrative Office.

2nd Annual Interfaith

Thanksgiving 

Service

Please join the 
interfaith 
community 
of San Jose 
in giving thanks:
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From the President |  Shana Tovah!

To our loyal members, friends, and
guests, and especially to our new
Cantor, Amanda Winter, welcome
to Temple Emanu-El’s High Holy
Days services for 5777. I’m
Andrew Weinberg, and it is my
great honor to serve as the
president of the Temple Emanu-El
Board of Trustees. 

I need to be honest: being Temple President has suddenly
become a very hard job. No I’m not talking about having to
preside over 24 Temple Board members, who at last count
had 31 different opinions. And I’m not talking about
interactions with Temple members: we are in general a
reasonable people, so in most cases, the conversations
remain civil and hardly anyone swears: we’d make a
terrible reality TV show. And no, I’m not talking about the
details of Temple finance, trying to manage a budget like
this is a business (so the Temple remains solvent and
sustaining) while keeping in mind that this is a very unique
“business” that has compassion and empathy as two of its
highest tenets. And lastly, no, I’m not referring to having to
write this speech, which isn’t covered in the accepted “URJ
Temple President’s Playbook”. According to Rabbi, in your
first-year High Holy Days speech as president, you
introduce yourself, including making something of a
personal connection with members—I did that—and in the
second year, share your pride about all that the Temple has
accomplished—and I did that last year. But the playbook
doesn’t say anything regarding what to talk about in that 3rd

year: all it says is to be sure to fill a full 11 minutes, so, come
hell or Haftarah, I’m going to do it!

More seriously, year 3 has me looking back on taking on
this role. A simple question came to mind: what in the world
was I thinking? 

That question doesn’t have anything to do with the day-to-
day running of the Temple; it’s more of a “you can’t see the
forest for the trees” sort of dilemma. But I’ll get back to that
in a minute. First, let me tell you a story and then ask a
question.

A young man, able-bodied and eager, perhaps not a doctor
or lawyer, but a motivated person nonetheless (who
happens to also be an immigrant), wants to be productive
and provide for his family. He applies for work everywhere,
but can’t find a job: business owners won’t hire anyone of
his ethnicity or race. Haven’t we heard this story before—
groups of citizens left disenfranchised and without
prospects because they are different?

Back to the story here, that young man takes matters into
his own hands, and working hard with what few
opportunities there are, builds a business, and it grows far
beyond his expectations. Along the way, he joins an
expanding socio-cultural community of others with similar
backgrounds, which also thrives. He, and others like him,
have transcended those artificial limitations, and the
success of his hard work outlives him, continuing far into
the future. Along the way, the family always remembers that
“smaller community,” whose arms were open when those of
the greater community were not. This family, and others like
it, make great efforts to be sure that “smaller community”
also has what it needs to survive far into the future. 

So what year does this story begin, and any guesses as to
where?? This may come as a surprise, but it emanates from
just around 1900 in our very own San Jose, California, and
that “small community” is Congregation Bikur Cholim, later
to become the Temple Emanu-El we’re part of now. It’s an
inspiring story, not in the success or failure of the
businesses, but in the fact that this Jewish community,
providing support for, but also supported by, its members,
was successful and thrived. And remember, this comes
from a time when being seen as Jewish was not always the
most helpful of labels, even in California. This story is one
of so many tucked away in the history of Temple Emanu-El,
pretty much as you would expect of a 155 year-old
institution. Oh, and by the way, sitting among you tonight,
still part of that same Temple Emanu-El, are three
generations of that one family. And if I had more than 11
minutes, I could probably tell you about a dozen more
families like them, all with long legacies with the Temple.

And that brings me back to where I started: that sudden
awareness of the far greater depth of my role, but probably
more appropriately, all of our roles. We come and go, day-
to-day, going about our business, even Temple business,
but do we think about our responsibility to this synagogue,
to this “smaller community”? Do we realize what exists
within these walls? (Well, not these exact walls, but you
know what I mean.) This is an institution that has been
around, in basically the same form, since before the
telephone was invented (you remember, the one with the
wire) all the way up to and beyond the smartphone in your
pocket. It witnessed firsthand the transition of the United
States from a farming economy to one of industry, and the
continuous march of technology. This same congregation
weathered losing its home to a fire (in 1940), two world
wars, endured a decade-plus long major depression (and
another shorter but almost as serious one recently), 

continued on page 3
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From the President… continued from page 2

witnessed the creation of the State of Israel, and itself
spawned another reform temple in the area. We all know
the many signposts of history of the last 155 years, but how
many of us have considered that we, right now, are part of
this legacy? How many of us are part of any other
organization that has endured and thrived for as many
years? (Sorry, no, having a Sears credit card doesn’t count:
they only date back to 1886.) 

This is what I’ve been considering a lot lately. Over the
years, in meeting more and more of our members, young
and not-so-young, the stories they tell of their life
experiences are compelling, interesting, and also tightly
interwoven with our Temple’s history, its legacy. And all of
us, members for 50 years or 50 days, are part of that too.
What has become evident to me is how important all of our
roles are for this institution today, with all of the challenges it
faces: our mandate is that the Temple remains a refuge, a
sanctuary, and a home, for any Jewish soul wishing to be
among his own. And that’s why “my job is hard” and “what
in the world was I thinking?” Now two-plus years after being
president, I’m wondering if I did enough, or anything special
enough, to be sure Temple Emanu-El is here for years to
come. Or more generally, are we all living up to the
dedicated efforts of those from before us? A little or a lot,
the effort we spend doing things for the Temple community
is all in the same vein as anything that family, and others like
it, did for Bikur Cholim in 1900. We are giving of ourselves to
make a place for ourselves and our fellow Jews. All of
those things, big or little, are important, and I am sure that,
in one way or another, each one of us can bring something
special to the Temple community. 

Over the years, members and the Temple have found new
and different ways to get better connected. Did you know
that something new is happening starting tonight, this
minute, and throughout High Holy Days services? Take a
look at your program for this service- did you notice an
asterisk next to some of the names of the service
participants? That’s a very special asterisk: these are some
of our newest members, all of whom have joined us within
the last two years. They are making both a meaningful
contribution to, and a connection with, Temple Emanu-El.
Participating in High Holy Days services is a wonderful
tradition of our Temple, but it can also be a very nice
welcome for those who have just joined. Thank you for
becoming part of our community and the Temple’s legacy.

But legacy to me is not just looking back; it’s also looking
forward. There are important lessons, great stories, and
history, locked up within our walls and specifically with our
members. This is a treasure we need to tap into and share
more often. On this Erev Rosh Hashanah, I would like to

propose the formation of the “Temple Emanu-El Historical
Committee”, a volunteer group that could have two
important roles:

1. Document the different stories of our long- and very-
long-term members, and specifically how the Temple
was part of their journey, and

2. Work with Rabbi and other staff to generate ideas on
how these important local Jewish stories can be
shared with all of our members, and perhaps also with
our youngsters as part of our RS curriculum.

If you have an interest in being part of this fascinating and
important project, don’t be shy: get in touch with me. One
thing I’ve noticed after two and a half years in this job is that
everyone seems to have my cell phone number: you know
what to do.

And there is also something else that is very new on this
Erev Rosh Hashanah, and it comes from one of our newest
members. Late last year, I received an email from this
member that made us aware of a new trend- corporate
matching of employee donations, even to religious non-
profits. As you know, the High Holy Days season is also the
inauguration of our Annual Campaign and it is now
possible that a gift to the campaign (and in some cases
also dues, and even Temple volunteer hours) can be
matched by the donor’s employer - it’s as simple as filling
out a form online. What a concept. Surprisingly (at least to
me), the list of employers doing this is long—there are quite
a few. Your Annual Campaign pledge cards and remittance
envelopes both have a provision to specify if your
employer matches: please fill it in. As we enter the New
Year, let’s remember that the responsibility to our “smaller
community” rests squarely with us. It was my honor to
make the first contribution to the Annual Campaign, and I
hope you’ll join me.

I am proud to be the president of a Temple, but even
prouder to be president of this Temple, and at this time.
Working with a rabbi of my own generation, a fabulous new
cantor who has already won the hearts of everyone she
meets, a director of education who continues to propel our
youth upward, and a staff whose dedication is boundless—
all of this is above anything I could ever expect. But it is this
group of members and friends—you, all of us—that are
making a difference in those unique and important ways we
find to be part of Temple life. Thank you for all you have
done and all you will do. We are doing sacred work here,
for the Temple’s legacy, for us now, and for the future. 

Again, I wish you all Shana Tovah,
Andrew Weinberg
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In reflecting upon this year’s High
Holy Day services, my mind keeps
wandering to the Rosh Hashanah
and Yom Kippur siddurim—the
prayerbooks—which were new for
me. I have found the words in
these siddurim to be thoughtful,
contemporary, inspiring, and still
challenging. I felt a great weight
on my shoulders in leading these

services, wishing for full mastery of the liturgy. And I am so
very grateful for my clergy partner, Rabbi Magat, especially
in leading these services.

But I’ve decided that “mastery” of the liturgy perhaps should
not be the goal here. Yes, as the cantor, I should probably
know what it is I’m singing and how I should be singing it.
However, full “mastery” implies that there is nothing new to
be gained in praying. Before attending cantorial school, I
often felt hypocritical when it came to Jewish prayer. I really
didn’t know much about the liturgy, even though I went to
services almost every Friday night. I would even feel guilty
for participating with passion and enthusiasm when I didn’t
necessarily know what the words were that I was singing.
When people asked me questions about the service, I often
didn’t know how to answer them. How could I be so “into”
something I didn’t seem to know anything about?

These questions and feeling of hypocrisy only grew in the
beginning of cantorial school when I had acquired a far
greater understanding of the liturgy. When I gained that
newfound perspective into liturgy, particularly during the
time I lived in Israel, I experienced brand new, more
meaningful connections with the words. The liturgy felt
more alive for me then than ever. Now that I had a clue
about how the service flowed and what the prayers meant,
why had I previously jumped on board with the liturgy so
readily when I had been so blind to it? Not that I suddenly
disagreed with its messages, but I almost felt embarrassed
for following something so indiscriminately. 

As Jews, it’s sometimes just what we do: we go through the
motions, and we prepare our children for Bar and Bat
Mitzvah, and it’s what our parents and grandparents have
done for generations. I supported that logic wholeheartedly.
I still do. However, I also wanted to hold an authoritative role
in my religious life. I wanted to have full ownership over the
way I practiced my Judaism. 

Throughout cantorial school, my classmates and I took at
least one liturgy class per semester. There was A LOT to
learn in that subject! And the fact that I’m still learning new
things about the liturgy we use regularly, has taught me not

only to be patient with myself, but to understand and accept
that enthusiastically participating in our liturgy without
knowing every single detail about it is okay. In fact, it turns
out that it was better than okay. I have come to believe that
just as the old adage tells us, “practice makes perfect.”

Well, maybe we’re not looking for perfection when it comes
to prayer, but we are looking for practice. In working with my
Bar and Bat Mitzvah students, I am constantly asking them to
practice. And while I teach them as much as I can about the
meanings and structure of the liturgy, the bulk of their time is
spent learning the words and the tune. That ratio may sound
a little disheartening, but I think that’s the way it should be.

Musicians, for instance, are obviously not born knowing the
pieces they perform. A singer will spend hours learning an
Italian aria, plunking over the notes on a piano, repeating
the runs over and over again, and practicing the Italian
diction, often unaware of what the words mean. The
meaning is just one of the steps in putting that Italian aria
together. The musician cannot put forth an honest effort or
interpretation of the piece until he or she knows the notes
and the words without having to think about them. I believe
it is the same for our liturgy. We must practice rote—the
words and the melodies—before we can approach the
meaning of the text. And one never knows what he or she
might discover or learn during a simple “practice” session.
Such is prayer: it is a process, through which we each must
be patient, forgiving, and far less judgmental of ourselves. 

Cantor Amanda Winter

Cantor Notes |  It’s Not Hypocrisy, It’s Faith

Deborah Zimmer led a High Holy Day service at The
Meadows in Los Gatos where she was joined by Michelle

Kusanovich and her daughter, and two students from Yavneh
for the Shofar blowing. Pictured here is Deborah with her 3rd

cousin, Dylan Levine, one of the Yavneh students. 
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The High Holidays this year were amazing. Brotherhood enjoyed
strong participation for High Holiday setup and building the
Emanu-El Sukkah in the courtyard. On a personal note, I missed
building the sukkah this year because my wife and I were on our
way to Israel, where we celebrated the holiday with family. We
had the opportunity to enjoy the Safra Square Sukkah in
downtown Jerusalem. Over 1,000 sq meters, it is the largest
Sukkah in Israel. (Hey Uri, can we build one that size next year?) It
attracts over 100,000 visitors with music, chachkies, and of
course, edible delicacies. It was packed! Visiting Israel at any
time is an exciting, fulfilling experience. Go if you can: you’ll find
yourself at home when you get there.

November will be another good month for Brotherhood. Over lox
and bagels on the 13 at 9:00 AM, we will be planning our
Hanukah activities, the most important of which are latkes for the
religious school kids. According to an LA Times article, potato
latkes for Hanukah rose to popularity in Russia and Poland when
potatoes were the most economical food source. However, it is
not the potato that is significant, but instead the oil used for
frying, as it symbolizes the oil used by the Maccabees for 8 days.
The word latke is thought to come from Old Russian oladka, “little
oily thing.” Enjoy!

I’m sure that many of you plan to join us at the Silicon Valley
Jewish Film Festival on November 5, with dinner before at
Capers. This particular event has been a highlight of the new
season for Brotherhood. It is an event of connections and
fellowship. Contact Zach Szereszewski at
zach.szereszewski@gmail.com for more information.

Join us again on the 19 for the Paid Member Dinner. It is free to
members and a significant other. You can join at the door and
enjoy a great evening. It’s never too late to join Brotherhood.
Don’t be like me and forget to pay your dues. You can still sign
up and pay online. We are clearly the highest- tech Brotherhood
chapter in the country. 

Steve Wernick

Brotherhood

Mazel Tov
Welcome to Gabriel Purwin Decker. Born April 10, 2016 on
what would have been his great, great grandmother's 116
birthday. Born to Rachel Michelle Purwin Decker, weighing in
at 5 pounds, 2 ounces and 17.5 inches long.

Safta Janis Purwin Decker and grandparents Barry and Cindy
are thrilled to welcome Gabriel into the family, as are his many
aunts and uncles. Great-grandparents are Elaine and Ted
Purwin of blessed memory and Gwen and Arthur Decker of
blessed memory. Gabriel was named in honor of his great
grandmother Gwen Decker. Gabriel’s mother and Safta both
attended Temple Emanu-El Religious School.

Those who have died recently
Phil Aronson, cousin of Rabbi Dana Magat

Becca Lasek, friend of Robin Hurwitz

Arlene Ress Nathan, daughter of Ethel Ress

And those we have lost in years past

November 4 | Hanna Baer, Elmer A. Barron, Gertrude
Carmely, Aaron Dorfman, Abram P. Epstein, Theresa H.
Epstein, John Fernandez, Hannah Fox, Henry Frederick,
Mat Ganz, Dian Grais, Max Hafter, Beverlee R. Holstein,
Jennie Juroff, Lena Koss, Minnie Lackner, Nettie Leiter,
Minnie Levine, Samuel Lewon, Elizabeth Lieberman, Alfred
Mayer, Adele Panikoff, Jacob Pollack, Joan Poor, Edith Port,
Israel Port, Frances K. Powell, Edith Ross, Ben Roth, Molly
Schutte, Bernard Siegler, Helen Slater, Emil Sonnberger,
Clara Webb-Nord, Anne Wolfson, Mitchell Wolfson

November 11 | Naomi Ashel, Sylvia Braude, Nettie Chatoff,
Robert Fishman, Frances Goldberg, Robert Goldberg,
Harriet Hirsh, Harry Hirsh, Joseph Jacobson, Mary Katz,
Leon Lagier, Anna Lapausky, Virginia Levine, Rubin Lewon,
Don W. MacDonald, Lillian Malen, Margaret Miller, George
Marvin Nathan, Mildred Polgar, Louis Richards, Thomas
Frank Robinson, Max Rosenthal, Marvin Rossman, J.T.
Snyder, Lisa Stransky, Kathleen Sullivan, Jean Tucker
Cannon Davis, Cecil Weintraub, Sidney Weissman, William
David Winter, Richard Wolf, Joseph Wolff

November 18 | Mildred Allen, Lillian Becker, George
Brockman, Arcadi Elbert, Max Emanuel, Jean Claire Farber,
Albert A. Finkle, Sadie Gabrilowitz, Dorothy Galin, Max
Gordon, Stanley Green, Dorothy Halprin, Saralee Halprin,
Lesley Henry, Betty Hoffman, Joyce Jackman, Jacob Kadis,
Ida Kragen, Herman Labovick, Anne Meyerson, Paula
Oppenheimer, Dr. Morris Oransz, Sofia Oransz, Elisha
Papo, Sara Papo, Joan Penner, Joseph Perr, Rose Silen,
Craig Singer, Marty Skaggs, Ben Sokolec, Michael Stanley,
Martha Taitelman, Frank Warner, Sylvia Watson, Solon
Edward Weinstein, Cyril Weiss, Blanche Zwern

November 25 | Scott Alberts, Sidney Eisner Atlas, Jack
Baer, William Bain, Marvin Barbanell, Phyllis Barbanell,
Goldie Bessner, Lottie Bloom, Sidney Braunstein, Guillermo
Brzostowski, Harold Cahn, Norah Davenport, Bess Ellis,
Jack Fischer, Dana Alan Fisher, Louis Fishman, Rose
Forster, Max (Manny) Frey, Gloria Gambord-Teren, Jennie
Dove Goldberg, Sarah Gross, Sam Kaisel, Barbara Kurn,
Frederick E. Lehman, Winnie Levin, Harold Levy, Samuel
Libglid, Norman Lieberman, Charles Madzel, Harry Miller,
Oscar Mintzer, Biena Newman, Joseph Piazza, Dick Powell,
Robert Ransier, Jack Rosenberg, Rudolph Rothholz, Belle
Schnee, Dr. Albert Senigaglia, Daniel Shev, Edward Shev,
Alan Singer, Abraham Slavit, Alex Weingarten, Ruth Woron,
Angela Young, Harry Zeitlin

We Remember
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Lissak Family

Keith, Michelle, and Jason Lissak moved
here 3 years ago from Los Angeles. Keith
works at Harmonic, a video technology
company. Michelle works at Devcon
Construction. Jason is 8 years old and
attends Schallenberger Elementary. The
Lissak Family still closely follows their Los
Angeles sports teams!

Favorite Jewish foods amongst the family
are a good matzoh ball soup, and of
course brisket, and latkes!

Keith is currently reading All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony
Doerr and Michelle is into The Rosie Project by Graeme Simsion.

New Member Highlight

Mazel Tov
To Lynda Chase, on receiving a

commendation from the San Jose
City Council, on her third year of co-
chairing the annual Bark in the Park,
founded in 1996 and now the largest 

dog festival in the country. Arf!

Vertigo Up
Close and
Personal

Havurah Zion and
their guests spent a
spectacular
September day
touring famous movie
sites in San Francisco.
After lunch at the Embarcadero, we boarded a comfortable van and
took off for Fisherman’s Wharf, the Financial District, Civic Center,
Golden Gate Park, The Presidio, and other San Francisco venues
made famous in the movies. Two screens on the van allowed
everyone a clear view of the scenes of the movies while looking at the
actual film location outside of the windows. Out guide’s commentary
was filled with humor, facts, and inside stories. Two stops—intended to
give us a “comfort” break on our three hour journey—were among the
highlights of the day. At San Francisco City Hall we witnessed many
weddings taking place in this spectacular old building. Our second
stop, Fort Point at the bottom of the Golden Gate Bridge, was the spot
where Jimmy Stewart saved Kim Novak from drowning in San
Francisco Bay in Hitchcock’s classic Vertigo. The perfect backdrop for
a group picture to remember a perfect day!

Shirley Lee

Our Havurah program helps Temple families form ongoing social groups and enjoy different activities
together. The Havurot themselves take on many different forms—single or married members, younger
or older families, with or without children, etc.., and we try to best match members of generally similar
ages and interests together to form these small groups. New Havurot are forming all the time, and
some existing ones may be looking for new members. If you are interested in joining this fun program,
please contact Bobi Levine at Havurah@templesanjose.org 

Havurah Happenings

High Holy Days 5777 Volunteers

Sherman Zell

Barbara Berlant

Sherri Weisner

Samantha Weisner

Joshua Mandel

Leslie Parise

Elizabeth Friend

Ilene Levine

Katrina Pierce

Lori Rush

Lyn Bell

Renee Jones

Deb Zimmer

Dan Lee

Sybil Sommer

Harriett Saltzman

Nancy Weintraub

Sandi Cohen

Janis Decker

Lynda Chase

Estelle Kadis

Janet Wood

Debra Ransier

Bill Medeiros

Anita Medeiros

Eric Medeiros

Ellie Weinstein

Sofia Marino

Fagie Rosen

Julie Moore

Maggie Cant

Marsha Geeser

Sarah Pollock

Brotherhood
volunteers:

Uri Gottfeld

Philip Schwarz

Dan Lee

Andrew Weinberg

Bob Hansen

Eric Snider

David Messinger

Rufino Urquia

Branden Frederick

Brad Wall

Steve Ladowitz

Jeslie Chermak

Zack Szereszewski

Ilya Mazo

David Goldberg

Dave Schwartz

Steve Wernick

Choir:

Michelle Geary

Carol Lerner

Jessica Lee-Messer

Beverly Mendel

Melenie Pearson

Kelly Snider

Julie Turchin

Lisa Warner

Evann Aronoff

Suzanne Burns-Tobin

Maggie Cant

Laura Danoff-Robinson

Rebecca Frederick

Nancy Gerston

Carol Hoffman

Ginny Hoffman

Cheriel Magat

Byron Lilly

David Schwartz

Shannon Brown

Philip Schwarz



November is here and the fall and winter holidays are 
coming up!

The first weekend of the month, I have the privilege of attending the annual
convention of the Women of Reform Judaism (WRJ) along with my VP of
Membership, Jan Phinick. 

This month we have the opportunity to thank our members with lunch and a
program focusing on our Sisterhood’s history. The Membership Appreciation
Luncheon is free to members who have paid their dues for 2017. Lunch features
Mediterranen cuisine and is happening on November 13 at 1:00 PM in the Temple
House. You can bring nonmember
guests for $10. 

Sisterhood is pleased to give parents
of youngsters a night off from cooking.
We will be serving dinner for families
following Tot Shabbat service on
November 18 at 6:30 PM.

Our Sisterhood potluck and board
meeting will be held on November 20
at 1:00 PM in the BFR.

Save the Date: The annual Chanukah
Boutique will be Sunday, December 11.
There is still space available for
vendors. If you know anyone who
would like to participate, please
contact Anita Medeiros:
anitajmed@yahoo.com

If you are a woman looking for a way to
become involved in the Temple Emanu
El community, feel free to contact me.
We would love to get to know you and
spend some time together. 

Best regards, Melenie Pearson
Sisterhood President

408-506-7253
melenie.pearson@gmail.com
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Sisterhood

Sisterhood Upcoming Events

NOVEMBER

3-6 Thursday-Sunday
WRJ Convention

13 Sunday – 1:00 PM
Membership Luncheon

21 Friday – 6:30 PM
Tot Shabbat Catered Dinner

20 Sunday – 1:00 PM
Sisterhood Potluck/Meeting

DECEMBER

11 Sunday – 10:30 AM
Chanukah Boutique

Looking for a good time?
Not sure what to do while your child is
in class? Why not spend an hour or so
checking out the merchandise and
supporting a good cause? Sisterhood
uses the proceeds from the Judaica
Shop to provide for Religious School
programs. Work one Sunday a month
(or two) and help us!

And remember that the Gift Shop can
sell items on consignment and we are
always looking for friendly volunteers
to work in the shop!

Please contact Lynda Chase 
(408) 505-7498 or email
chase_lynda@hotmail.com with the
subject line: Gift Shop.

Connections

Gift Shop News

Break the Fast Sponsors
Misc Donors

David and Hana Anderson

Peter Chastain 

Dr. Barry and Mary Cohen

Barbara Kristal 

Steve and Annette Ladowitz

Ellen Lee 

Neil and Beverly Mendel

Anonymous 

Judith Sapper 

Sybil Sommer 

Gold Sponsors

Tom Baker and Abby Perr Baker 

Mort and Barbara Berlant

Dr. Allan and Judy Bernstein

Jack and Lynda Chase

Janis Decker 

Armeda Fischer 

Sid and Bernice Green

Steve and Arlene Greenberg

Carol Hoffman 

Anonymous

Douglas Kerr and Edith Pollock Kerr 

Ray and Bobi Levine

Byron Lilly and Nancy Weintraub 

Abraham Livchitz 

Mac Makhni and Leann Cherkasky
Makhni 

Adan and Denise Moreno

Fatmata and Joel Osias

David and Harriet Reisner

Wayne and Iva Rose

Sandra Rosenberg 

Richard and Eleanor Rusnak

Russell and Maureen Schneider

Hugh Silin 

Dr. Richard Sogg 

Sherman and Lois Zell

Arthur and Kathy Zwern

Platinum 

Dr. Ed and Margie Cahn

Dr. Mike and Ruth Cahn

Dr. Bobbye Gorenberg 

Rabbi Dana and Cheriel Magat

Fabio Marino and Robin Feinman-
Marino 

Kimberly Williams 

Dan and Laura Winter

Do you have difficulty
hearing the services 
in the Sanctuary?

If so, please inform a service usher,
service greeter, or a custodian and they
will gladly provide you with a listening
device that will amplify the sound.



In today’s Haftarah, Isaiah Ch 58 v 1-14, we hear God
rebuking the Jewish people, saying “because even on your
fast day you think only of desire, while oppressing all who
work for you.” … “Is not this the fast I desire – to break the
bonds of injustice and remove the heavy yoke; to let the
oppressed go free and release all those enslaved? Is it not
to share your bread with the hungry and to take the
homeless poor into your home? THEN shall your light burst
forth like the dawn … and Adonai will guide you always ...”

What I read in those verses is that even on this most holy
day, when the Book of Life is open, even now we are not
supposed to focus only on our selves and our individual
souls. We are a people in community, and while we sit
together, examining the past year, we are called by the
sound of the shofar to do better, as individuals and
collectively.

A few weeks ago, we read Parasha Shoftim, which contain
the important words, “Tzedek, tzedek tirdof.” Justice, Justice
shall you pursue. Pursue. It’s an active verb. Not “take
advantage of it as it comes by.” But make a real effort to
seek justice and pursue it. Making a difference in people’s
lives, that is one of the most important things about being a
Jew. It is not surprising that so many Jews go into what my
mother used to call “the helping professions.” Or that Jews
have been at the forefront of many social justice
movements in this country and around the world. Because
being of service, seeing a need and working on it, these are
hallmarks of Jewish values brought to life.

And this is the heart of Isaiah’s words to us today. We can 
lift up our voices like the shofar. We can recognize our kinship
with those in need. For Isaiah, we are all one family, united
in our humanity, and without one another, our community is
not whole. (from Mishkan HaNefesh, p 264, p 276)

We Jews are a people of continuity as well as community.
From generation to generation, we tell stories, remember
historic events, perform annual rituals together according
to the Hebrew calendar. There are so many ways in which
we connect with our own families and with the generations
that came before us. In our Shabbat liturgy, we speak of
Avot v’Imahot, our fathers and mothers. In the “V’ahavta”
we talk about teaching to our children, “you shall speak of
them – speak of Torah and mitzvot – when you are at
home and when you are on your way.”

So how do we hearken to the sound of the shofar? By our
actions, not only by our beliefs.

Here in our own congregation, through our Tikkun Olam
Committee, and our participation in interfaith work such as
PACT, People Acting in Community Together, we have
raised concern for the less fortunate, whether the issue is
transportation for seniors, the housing crisis, food needs, as
we support Jewish Family Services High Holy Day and

Passover food drives, and fighting human trafficking. On a
national level, there are so many areas that can use work.
The issues can be big or small, but ultimately it is about
reaching out to another person. On a daily level, it doesn’t
take much to speak kindly, to give a compliment or ask how
someone is doing. It may be the only warm interaction that
person has all day. And it’s such an easy habit to cultivate.

Because it is important to walk the walk as well as talk the
talk. As long as the words remain words alone, as long as
they are not accompanied by actions which can make a
difference, we are not performing a fast that Adonai desires.

These are the important things to teach unto our children. We
pursue justice in order that we may truly live. In order to live
life to its fullest, we need to work toward a world that is just. 

And let us remember that we are not limited only to this
time of year. Reflecting on how we are doing can be an
ongoing examination. Every day, we write the book of our
lives with our choices, our actions, and our inactions. Every
day we have a new opportunity to make a difference.

Deborah Zimmer

Deborah Zimmer has been a member of Temple for 25 years and is
currently finishing her second term on the Board of Trustees. Deb used
to work in the Administrative Office of Temple Emanu-El and retired in
2011.  Deborah coordinates the Community Mikvah of Silicon Valley and
leads monthly services at The Meadows of Los Gatos.

My Take on Torah | What should be the nature of our Fast?
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In this month of Thanksgiving
we thank every loyal eScrip

eater and shopper. Temple gets
a portion of all sales when you use

your registered credit/debit cards.
KEEP SHOPPING! Check out the Online Mall
(shopping.escrip.com) with hundreds of shops. Buy
Thanksgiving dinner fixins at Lunardi’s and Lucky.

If you still have not become an eScrip supporter,
register today at www.escrip.com. Temple's ID# is
136985180. 

During Thanksgiving dinner my family shares some
really special and fitting words. A few of my words will
be how thankful I am for all that Temple, Rabbi Magat
and Cantor Amanda do for me, and how happy I am
that I can give back to Temple, even in a small way, by
supporting eScrip. May we be thankful for all we have!

Lorie Kaplan | eScrip coordinator | 408.267.4563
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Preschool
There are many
things that I am
thankful for, and
one of them is our
amazing TEPS
(Temple Emanu-El

Preschool) community.  For the 30 days of
September, our community came together
to raise awareness and funds for pediatric
cancer.  Pediatric cancer has become
personal for TEPS with the loss of our
Juliet in March and with the struggle that
our India, a cancer survivor, went through.
As a school and community we needed to
begin to heal, and the best way was to
take action and try to change the future.
We joined unravelcancer.org and set our
goal of $4,800.00.  We asked for families
who would like to be fluttered, and the
requests were overwhelming.  Over the
next 30 days, we raised approximately
$15,000 and fluttered 190 homes!  We
visited old students, current students,
friends of friends of friends and total
strangers.  We were met with
encouragement and stories of others who
have struggled with cancer.  One of the
most heartwarming stories involved a
former TEPS student named Charlotte.
Charlotte was friends with Juliet, and
learning at the age of 5 that a child could
die was very hard.  Charlotte raised $9.00
at her lemonade stand and donated that
money to our special campaign.  The
generosity and kindness that Charlotte
showed touched us all.   Watching Juliet’s
big sister flutter homes meant she was
able to take action instead of feeling
helpless.  Watching 8 year old India flutter
against a disease she has personally
fought empowered her to fight back.
Seeing the support of the community
here, across the state and around the
world was a great reminder of the good in
people.  Our TEPS community is strong
and the branches reach out very far. We
are so thankful for the community we
have created!

Barbara Smead
Barbara@templesanjose.org
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Alvin Ravel Garden Fund
Mitzi Sapper, in honor of Armeda Fischer's

special birthday

Annual Campaign
Annonymous 

Al and Jamie Abhari

Rich Albert

Simon Cintz and Melissa Aronoff

Manfred and Gloria Ascher

Mort and Barbara Berlant

Jeff and Christina Blue

Jacob and Pauline Braunstein

Dr. Ed and Margie Cahn

Steve and Rhea Carter

Stephanie Croce and Bernard Kotlier

Neal Eisenberg

Denise Elbert

Burt and Sandy Epstein

Sandra Feldman

Edward and Marcella Forman

Aubrey and Larry Fox

Marvin and Joan Fox

George and Roberta Frank

Vicki Nosanov Goldman

Uri and Judith Gottfeld

Sidney and Bernice Green

Herm and Beryl Greenberg

Robert and Jo Anne Hersch

Brad Wall and Ginny Hoffman

Jeff and Pam Hoffman

Martha and Eric Jepsky

Rubin and Arlene Jurman

Berry and Teri Kane

Mira and Brian Karp

Michelle Tidwell and Steven Keller

Edith Pollock Kerr and Douglas Kerr

Steve Krandel

Shirley and Dan Lee

Ellen Lee

Ilene and Jerry Levine

Bobi and Ray Levine

Bob and Judy Levy

Keith and Michelle Lissak

Rita Loren

Michal Lubin

Bill and Anita Medeiros

Alissa and Jon Meltzer

Joyce Mendel

Tamara Misle

Robert and Maggie Newman

Ellen Berger and Kevin Potter

Sally Ravel

David Reiser

David and Harriet Reisner

Margie Resnick-Blickman

Dr. Lawrence and Ruth Ross

Michael Rubenstein

Harriet Saltzman

Mitzi Sapper

Judith Sapper

Maureen and Russell Schneiderman and
Family

Erwin and Sonia Seidman

Todd Kalbfeld and Michelle Selber

Judith Siegel

Ginny and Manny Siegler

Dr. Richard Sogg

Sybil Sommer

Janet Wood

Nancy Weintraub and Byron Lilly

Bertram Berns Music Fund
Jerome Hochman, in memory of Rick Davis

Pam and Jeff Hoffman, in memory of Rick Davis

Abe Livchitz, in memory of Mo Livchitz

Scott and Bonny Winter, in honor of 
Cantor Amanda Winter

Betty Rinsler Religious School
Endowment Fund
Bette and Mark Emanuel, in memory of 

Rose Woron

Pearl and Gordon Schneiderman, in memory of
Lily Shoplow and Molly Schneiderman

Choir Fund
Abe Livchitz, in memory of Fanny Katz

Jon and Anna Monday, in memory of Rick Davis

Endowment Fund
Margie and Dr. Ed Cahn, in memory of 

Rick Davis

Marvin and Joan Fox, in memory of Rick Davis

Marvin and Joan Fox, in memory of Milton Fox

Maureen and Russell Schneider, in memory of
Rick Davis

JoAnn Shank, in honor of Joan Fox's 80th
birthday

JoAnn Shank, in memory of Rick Davis

Facilities for the Aged Fund
Sheldon Aronowitz, in memory of 

Benjamin Aronowitz

General Fund
Marcy and Jeff Abramowitz, in memory of

Reeva Perr

Gloria Avrech, in memory of Benjamin Avrech

Joyce and Len Berkman, in memory of 
Ben Avrech

Ramona Brooks, in memory of Rick Davis

Miriam Lebby and Bruce Currie, in memory of
Reeva Perr

Arnie and Nancy Davis, in memory of 
Rick Davis

Ray and Dona Dodson, in memory of Rick Davis

Neal Fearn, in memory of Rick Davis

Armeda Fischer, in memory of Arlene Nathan

Jane Foster, in memory of Rick Davis

Barbara Frank, in memory of Rick Davis

Elisa and Larry Gerston, in memory of 
Rick Davis

Elisa and Larry Gerston, in memory of 
Rick Davis

Stan and Elaine Gould, in memory of Rick Davis

Steve and Arlene Greenberg, in memory of
Helen Greenberg

Steve and Arlene Greenberg, in memory of
Rick Davis

Robert and JoAnne Hersch, in memory of 
Rick Davis

Marc Israel

Jane and Leonard Jacobson, in memory of 
Rick Davis

Jerome and Rita Jacobson, in memory of 
Rick Davis

Deborah and Howard Katzman, in memory of
Rick Davis

Dan and Shirley Lee, in memory of Rick Davis

Marilyn and Mort Leiter, in memory of 
Rick Davis

Bobi and Ray Levine, in memory of Rick Davis

Sheryl Lewis, in memory of Reeva Perr

Joyce Mendel, in memory of Rick Davis

Gary Morris, in memory of Claudine Morris

Mike and Emily Ray, in memory of Rick Davis

Ethel Ress, in honor of Armeda Fischer's
birthday

Henry and Jean Richards, in memory of 
Sam Spinner

Harriet Saltzman, in memory of David Silen

Natalie and James Sammet, in memory of 
Rick Davis

Daniel and Amy Schiff, in memory of Al May

Daniel and Amy Schiff, in memory of 
Sherman Naymark

Marilyn Sefchovich, in memory of Rick Davis

Linda Tobias, in memory of Ralph Muslin

Henry and Debra Watkins

Stephen and Jill Wernick, in memory of 
Ruth Wernick

In-kind donation
Dr. Ed and Margie Cahn

Carol Hoffman

Israel Scholarship Fund
Fagie Rosen, in memory of 

Rick Davis

JoAnne Salman-Tehrani Homeless
Fund
Sheldon Aronowitz, in memory of Ruth Zenver

Judith Jurman Omens Cemetery
Beautification Fund
Rick and Sherry Graff, in memory of Jack Graff

Rick and Sherry Graff, in memory of 
Morris Saslaw

Beverly Hirsch, in appreciation of Mort Berlant

Jyl and David Jurman, in memory of 
Jason Jurman

Ethel Ress, in memory of Elvin Ress

Kenneth Gordon Children's
Prayerbook Fund
Marcia and Joe Riggio, in memory of Rick Davis

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund
Gloria and Fred Ascher, in memory of 

Shirley Boyers

Ellis Chernoff, in memory of Rick Davis

Burt and Sandy Epstein, in memory of 
Rick Davis

Burt and Sandy Epstein, in memory of 
Sherman Naymark

Burt and Sandy Epstein, in memory of Al May

Anita Fenner, in memory of Jim Fenner

Joseph and Michelle Gabriel, in memory of
Benjamin Gabrielowitz

Howard May

David Reiser, in memory of Rick Davis

Dr. Larence and Ruth Ross

Ginny and Manny Siegler, in memory of 
Rick Davis

Norma Slavit, in memory of Rick Davis

Dr. Richard Sogg, in memory of Rick Davis

Andrew Sokol, in honor of Bernice Sokol 

Mark and Lynette Tannen, in memory of
Bernard Smulyan

Karen Wolfe, in memory of Rick Davis

Religious School Fund
Marilyn and Mort Leiter, in memory of 

Lionel Leiter

Scholar in Residence Fund
Maggie and Bob Cant, in memory of 

Naomi Mayer and Thomas Ivy

Jerome Hochman, in memory of Rick Davis 

Susanne and Maurice Tucker High
Holy Day Music Fund
Janis Jill Carrol, in memory of Rick Davis

Sandra and Sanford Fish, in memory of 
Rick Davis

Susanne C. Blickman Arts and
Crafts Fund
Margie Resnick-Blickman, in memory of 

Rick Davis

Thank You for Your Generous Contributions

If you would like to make a contribution, visit www.templesanjose.org

This list includes contributions made on or between 9/16/2016–10/15/2016.
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Camp Newman is taking over our Religious School on
Sunday November 20! I have arranged with the camp
leadership to come to us on 11/20 and for them to run the
school day – CAMP STYLE!! Also, parents and
grandparents are invited, so you can have a town-hall
meeting with Rabbi Erin Mason, Camp Newman’s Camp
Director. She will be available to answer all the important
questions you have about sending your child to summer
camp. Please make sure you put this on your calendar!!!

Phil Hankin

Religious School |  TEE and URJ Camp New Create Partnership

33,000 people die by gun violence every year in the US. It is
the highest number in any western country in the world. More
Americans die by guns in the US in two years than did in the
entire Vietnam war. 58,315 US soldiers died in Vietnam.

There were hundreds of mass shootings in the US last year.
In San Jose the homicide rate in 2016 is twice what it was
last year. It is the highest in 25 years.

We used to accept traffic deaths as inevitable. I remember
when there were 50,000 deaths a year. Last year there
were 38,300. We have safety belts, air bags and now self-
parking and self-driving cars. We woke up and said we can
do this. We regulate who can drive a car. 14 year olds can’t
get a driver’s license, they can’t buy cigarettes or liquor or a
lottery ticket but they can buy a gun. 

I was so very proud to be at our board meeting on Tuesday
Sept 6, 2016. When presented with the ability to endorse
the Safe Cities Coalition position on stopping gun violence
here in San Jose, the board quickly and resoundingly said
yes. Kudos to you, Andrew and Rabbi Magat, for your input
along with the entire board. Tikkun Olam recommended
joining over 40 local organizations who already signed on.
Thank you Bob Levy and Marci Gerston for leading the way.
Among the many who have endorsed Safe Cities so far are:

• Congressman Mike Honda

• Congresswoman Zoe Lofgren

• Assemblyman Evan Low (New York Magazine identified
Low as a possible candidate for president in 2024)

• Rabbis against gun violence

• Jewish Community Relations Council

• American Academy of Pediatrics Ca. Chapter 1 

• churches, democratic clubs and too many others to list

We are in good company. As members of Temple Emanu-El
we are using our voices to do what is right. Enough is
enough is enough. We are making a difference.

Over 20 cities in California have some form of sensible gun
regulations.

These are the simple, sensible regulations we are
requesting for San Jose.

Gun owners:

1. Safely store firearms kept in the home.

2. Secure firearms in unattended vehicles.

3. Report loss or theft of firearms.

Gun dealers:

1. Keep records of ammunition sales and electronically
report them to law enforcement.

To learn more go to safecitiescoalition.com.

Please add your voice. Call or write your council member
and Mayor Liccardo. Tell them you want them to adopt the
Safe Cities Coalition position on gun violence. You don’t
have to live in San Jose. Write to the Mayor. As someone
who goes to restaurants, movies , museums, attends
events in hotels, goes to sporting events in San Jose I have
the power to spend my money in whatever city I like. I let
Mayor Liccardo and city representatives know just that and
you can too. Please pick up the phone and let them know
you will do the same. We all want safe cities.

408 535 4800 or mayoremail@sanjoseca.gov

Annette Ladowitz

Stopping Gun Violence. Taking a Position

Mazel Tov
To Lisa Warner, on her new position as Director of

Clinical and Social Services at Jewish Family
Services. Lisa is a licensed clinical social worker,

and in this new position she will be providing
individual therapy, facilitating grief and caregiver

support groups, and determining what other
services could benefit our community.



FRoM RUSSIA To PEoRIA ILLINoIS
By the time this Connections comes out, Rosh Hashanah and
Yom Kippur will be over. But let me start the story on Yom Kippur.

I start the day in our makeshift Shul (Temple) at the
Heritage Theater, thinking of my family. My dad came from
Russia, sending for his parents and brother. Years later, my
father met my mother and married. They made a Jewish
home. Before Shabbat, my mother would go to the butcher
and get a chicken, come home and kasher the chicken
herself. She plucked the feathers herself and she was able
to save three pennies. My mother lit the candles, and we
would always empty our pockets and put some of the
spare change in the tzedakah box (what we called the
pushka on the gas stove). My mother would say, “It’s for
the poor people.”

When I lived in the Bronx and went to Shul, I would take
change from my pocket and put in the pushka box, and
when I left for the army, I would do the same. I went to the
Jewish Chaplain’s office and also put money in the
tzedakah box. After I was discharged from the Army in
1957, I ended up living with my grandparents in Illinois, and
yes, there was a tzedakah box sitting on the gas stove.

I would like to tell one story out of many. More than
anything, the letters exchanged between Russia and the
US said that America had replaced the Holy Land of milk
and honey, where the streets are paved with gold. So
convinced was she that at age 17, my grandmother, Eta
Cantor, stood on the boardwalk outside Chicago Union
Station. Three months she traveled to marry a man she
had never met. And there he was to greet his long awaited
bride: “five foot two, over 200 pounds, hairy as a rug,”
Shimman (Sam) Erlichman, Jewish immigrant who had
come to Peoria, Illinois, by steerage, four years earlier in
1903. His trip to America was decided on the day
Cossacks came riding through the streets, harassing the
Jewish people in his village of Keesnoff, near Tblissi,
Russia. The threats were coming often by Nicholas II, the
last of the czars  But this time, instead of boarding the
windows and running to hide, Shimman, a muscular life
guard on the Black Sea, pulled the Cossack off his horse,
and in the end, the Cossack died.

Arrangements were made for him to come to Peoria,
where Eastern European immigrants had already settled.

And for four years the man that spoke Yiddish saved to
send for his fiancee.  But by the time she finally arrived in
1907, both were disappointed. Instead of gold or even
cobblestones like those Tblissi, many of the streets in
Peoria were mud. And instead of Shimman’s fiancee, stood
her younger sister. Unbeknownst to him, his chosen had
married another, and my grandmother had seized the
ticket as an opportunity to leave the oppression of Russia.
They argued. But when another man in the Peoria Jewish

community offered to take the comely woman as his wife,
Shimman replied, “I am the one who bought the ticket. She
is mine.” Four days later, they married. I don’t want to say it
unkindly, but I’m sure he looked at the situation as a
property right. In those days, marriage was unthinkable
except to someone who shared your culture. He could
marry her or send for another. Sam and Eta, accustomed to
living in an overpopulated ghetto in Russia, turned their
backyard into a garden, the garage into a chicken coop.
On good days he would walk to the river and get 50 fish
heads to boil and make soup. I won’t tell what he did with
the eyes. On other days, he would drink his hot tea from a
glass with a sugar cube wedged between his teeth.  Oh,
there are so many stories to tell. And still they had their
tzedakah box on the gas stove.

I remember when I was a kid, visiting them, my mother
would give me some change to put in the tzedakah box.
Whether you call it the tzedakah box or as I say, the
pushka box, the funds are used for charity. When you
come to Temple on Shabbat, you will see the tzedakah
box on our Oneg table. I hope you will put in some
coins.  Our home has a tzedakah box, and yes, we fill it
and give to charity, and yes, it’s on the electric stove.

P.S. My grandparents had five children—three girls and two
boys—and yes, they each had a tzedakah box in their
kitchen, on the gas stove.

Mort Berlant, for the Ritual Committee

Connections
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� Ritual Committee �

Lifetime Temple members looking to rent affordable

home in Santa Clara County or San Mateo County

We are: Quiet, reliable, middle-aged couple. Financially secure,

good credit, good references, no children/pets.

We seek: 1-2 bedroom duplex, condo, townhome or home w/

private garage, laundry hookups, & hopefully 

a yard. Proximity to Caltrain &/or Light Rail a plus.

Contact: Shari Kaplan Witaschek

scaryshari8@gmail.com (preferred) ● 408-472-1094
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Take a look at   
     Yavneh Day School

www.yavnehdayschool.org

Full-day kindergarten 
Strong academic            

environment
STEAM: interdisciplinary, 

project-based work
Warm, inclusive 

community

Art and music in every 
grade

Hands-on science
Singapore math

One-to-one laptop 
program in Middle 

School

Hebrew language
Physical education and 

after school sports
Emphasis on social 

justice
Large choice of after 
school programming

Whether your child is entering kindergarten, middle school, 
or a grade in between, we invite you to discover the warmth 
and academic excellence of a Yavneh Day School education. 

For more information, or to schedule a tour, please call 
408-984-6700 or email joy@yavnehdayschool.org.
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Gloria Melmon Ascher

Realtor

BRE#00613382

Cell 408.781.8624

Office 408.741.1111 x604

Fax 408.741.1199

gascher@apr.com

12772 Saratoga-Sunnyvale Road

Suite 1000

Saratoga, CA 95070

www.GloriaAscher.com

REALTORS

CCTO

www.cavetocellar.com

Order online 
today!

Cave to Cellar
French     Wines

Artisnal wines 
for every day,

Gifts,
Holidays!

Champagne • Rhone
Burgundy • Beaujolais
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Jewish Family Services Home Care 

Competitive rates 
 

homecare@jfssv.org 
(408) 556-0600 

 

 Personal care 
Domestic duties 
Transportation 
Companionship 
Mobility 
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Clergy___________________________________________________________
Dana Magat | Senior Rabbi – rabbimagat@templesanjose.org
Amanda Winter | Cantor – cantoramanda@templesanjose.org
Joseph Gitin, D.D. (z”l) | Rabbi Emeritus

Committee Chairs_________________________________________________
Bobi Levine | Havurah Coordinator – havurah@templesanjose.org
Dan Lee | Membership Commitment – dues@templesanjose.org
Uri Gottfeld | Facilities – facilities@templesanjose.org
Edgardo Laber | Marketing – marketing@templesanjose.org
Maggie Cant | Ritual – ritual@templesanjose.org
Robert Levy | Tikkun Olam – to@templesanjose.org
Shirley Lee | Membership – membership@templesanjose.org
Enrique Guadiamos | Leadership Development – leadership@templesanjose.org
Alissa Meltzer | Religious School – rscommittee@templesanjose.org
Fagie Rosen and Harriet Saltzman | Caring Committee – caring@templesanjose.org
Carol Hoffman | Fundraising Committee – fundraising@templesanjose.org
Joe Riggio | Endowment Committee – endowment@templesanjose.org
Maritza Silapasvang | Preschool Committee – pscommittee@templesanjose.org

Staff ____________________________________________________________
Stephanie Pollock | Executive Director – stephanie@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 ext. 233
Barbara Smead | Preschool Director – barbara@templesanjose.org | 408-293-8660 | #434404443
Phil Hankin | Director of Education – phil@templesanjose.org | 408-292-3223
Megan Parkins | Marketing and Communications Coordinator– megan@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 ext. 234
Yael Meiri | Administrative and Clergy Support – yael@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 ext. 231
Wayne Rose | Cemetery Administrator – cemetery@templesanjose.org | 408-266-4184

Board of Trustees _________________________________________________
Andrew Weinberg | President – president@templesanjose.org
Ilene Tucker | VP Administration – vpadmin@templesanjose.org
Debbie Michels | VP Membership – vpmembership@templesanjose.org
Alissa Meltzer | VP Education & Youth – vprey@templesanjose.org
Edgardo Laber | Secretary – secretary@templesanjose.org
David Heiman | Treasurer – treasurer@templesanjose.org

Auxiliaries _______________________________________________________
David Wiesner | Brotherhood President brotherhood@templesanjose.org
Melenie Pearson | Sisterhood President sisterhood@templesanjose.org
Jeremy Dworkin & Erin Healey | Co-EESY Presidents youthgroup@templesanjose.org

CONNECTIONS is published 10 times a year by Temple Emanu-El, 1010 University Ave., San Jose, CA 95126. 

Award/operating and Tribute Funds
General Fund
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Alvin Ravel Garden Fund
Beverly Jordan Temple Beautification Fund
Judith Jurman Omens Cemetery

Beautification Fund
Lou and Clara Juren Library Fund
Ralph Goldeen Library Fund
Endowment Fund

Religious Funds
Harold Cahn Prayerbook Fund
Kenneth Gordon Children’s Prayerbook Fund
Susanne & Maurice Tucker High Holy Days

Music Fund
Ida F. Kragen Consecration and Caring Fund

Youth Funds
Religious School Fund
Religious School Enrichment Fund
Betty Rinsler Religious School
Endowment Fund
Weintraub Religious School Scholarship Fund
Campership Fund
Leonard and Bernice Gaon Campership Fund
Michael Elman Campership Fund
Milton Fox Campership Fund
Phyllis Matzner Campership Fund
Israel Scholarship Fund
Susanne C. Blickman Arts and Crafts Fund

Cultural Funds
Choir Fund
Phyllis Omel Junior Choir Fund
Bertram Berns Music Fund
Shank-Rockman Family Sound System Fund
Scholar in Residence Fund

Community Funds
Facilities for the Aged Fund (Chai House)
JoAnne Salman-Tehrani Homeless Fund

other Tribute opportunities
$36 - Prayerbook Tribute
$218/$500/$750 - Tree of Life
Leaf/small/large rock
$500 - Sanctuary Chair Plaque
$750 - Memorial Plaque 

(in sanctuary foyer)

opportunities in 
Levin Learning Center
$5,000 - Stair Plaque
$10,000 - Library Column Dedication
$25,000 - Room Dedication

Contact the Admin team for 
additional opportunities.

Making a contribution to one of Temple Emanu-El’s many funds is a wonderful way to honor
your friends and family. You may make contributions in honor of a birth, a birthday, brit milah,
baby naming, Bar/Bat Mitzvah, confirmation, graduation, engagement, wedding, anniversary,
promotion, new home, special occasion or just because. You may also make contributions
for get-well wishes, condolences, remembrances and yahrzeits.
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