
August Service Schedule

Friday, August 7

6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat Service

Friday, August 14

6:30 PM Sisterhood Shabbat

Friday, August 21

6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat Service

Saturday, August 22

10:30 AM Bar Mitzvah of Elijah Levinson

Friday, August 28

6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat Service

Saturday, August 29

10:30 AM Bat Mitzvah of Amanda Pohland

6:30 PM Zip Code Havdalah
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Meet Our Newly Elected 2015-2016
Board of Trustees:

Andrew Weinberg, President

Dana Brody-Brown, Trustee

Maggie Cant, Trustee

Robin Feinman-Marino, Trustee

Larry Fox, Trustee

Matt Ghan, EESY President

Enrique Guadiamos, Trustee

James Heerwagen, VP Administration

David Heiman, Trustee

Jeff Hoffman, Immediate Past President

Kim Jackman, Trustee

Steve Krandel, Treasurer

Edgardo Laber, Secretary

Shirley Lee, VP of Membership

Alissa Meltzer, VP Education and Youth

Debbie Michels, Trustee

Denise Moreno, Trustee

Melenie Pearson, Sisterhood President

Fagie Rosen, Trustee

Ilene Tucker, Trustee

Greg Turetzky, Trustee

David Wiesner, Brotherhood President

Deborah Zimmer, Trustee

If you would like to
welcome the new
Board of Trustees,

share a comment, or
ask a question, you

may send an e-mail to
bot@templesanjose.org
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By the time you’re reading this it’s
already the beginning of August – wow,
where did the summer go? And it’s not
just the summer, it’s the past year that
really whizzed by for me. It’s hard to

believe that my first year as president is now in the history
books (I always wanted to say that) and it was really quite
an experience. I feel good about playing a role in the
Temple’s life at this time and am looking forward to even
better things in the coming year.

For those of you who were at the Annual Meeting on May
31 you heard me talk about all that’s happening in the
Temple as far as new
members, the greater
connection and engagement
of our current members, and a
general feeling of a new
energy around us. In my mind
the Temple has “momentum” and it’s building on itself. Our
prospective member events this past year were synced to
occur at the very same time our current membership was
enjoying some other Temple event together and having
fun. Our visitors saw the connection we all have to this
place and to our fellow members and they couldn’t help
but be drawn in. But are things really different now? I’d say
yes. One key indicator is the families with young children
who joined in the last year – it was the largest number in
years, perhaps a decade. We are also seeing larger
numbers of new members along many other
demographics as well – empty nesters, veterans of life,
and even former members now coming back. Maybe it’s a
product of a (now) stronger economy or maybe priorities
are shifting. The Temple still has to fight for member
mindshare with dance, sports, and other non- religious-
community activities, and that will likely be our reality for

some time to come. But more and more it appears the
Temple is being recognized for what it is: a cultural
community, not an extra-curricular activity. Whatever the
reason, we welcome them all, and hope they will (or will
again) come to enjoy and love this place as we do. We all
seem to be having a better time at Temple, enjoying being
with our fellow members more, and everyone seems to be
looking towards a brighter future ahead for our shul. 

This is a great time at Temple Emanu-El, but also a time of
big changes towards our future. We have a dynamic new
Director of Education, Phil Hankin, who has the experience
and drive to push educational programs, K through adult,

to greater levels of excellence.
Our very own Stephanie
Pollock is taking over the
reigns of the A-team as our
new Executive Director with
exceptional dedication,

energy, and connection to the Temple and its members.
Other changes in the A-team staff will also step us forward
towards a greater visibility and position within the Jewish
and non-Jewish community around us. And even your
Board of Trustees has changed- we now have the most
diverse group of members on the Board in recent history,
ages 28 to 78- that’s quite a shift from a few years ago.
Each of these trustees has a considerable and unique
dedication to Temple Emanu-El and that varied mix will
serve the Temple’s interests well, setting a solid course far
into the future. You can be certain the discussions will be
vigorous, the opinions strong, but the conclusions sound.
The Temple is shifting into high gear on the way to places
that recently we could only dream of. Make sure your
seatbelt is fastened…….

Andrew Weinberg

From the President

…the greater connection and engagement
of our current members, and a general
feeling of a new energy around us.

Have you ever wondered why you are greeted
by many of the same faces at the Heritage
Theater during High Holy Days?

That's because more than half of our
volunteers make it a point to be a part of the
HHD crew each year. It is an opportunity to be of
service and to see many of your Temple friends. 

Openings are available for Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur, evenings and mornings, and involve tasks such

as checking tickets, handing out service
pamphlets, changing the books from one
service to the next, and monitoring the doors
when the ark is open. It does involve standing
for about half an hour at a time. 

Join us this year and see for yourself. We would
love to have you as part of the team.

To let us know which services you would be available,
please email/contact admin@templesanjose.org.

Volunteers
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Rosh Hashanah begins on Sunday, September 13. Visit www.templesanjose.org for information 
about High Holy Days services and programs and don’t forget to secure your…..

High Holy Days Greetings in the next Connections

PLEASE RETURN TO THE TEMPLE OFFICE BY AUGUST 14, 2015.
VISIT WWW.TEMPLESANJOSE.ORG TO SIGN UP FOR LA’ATID (out High Holy Days Children’s program), 

PURCHASE ADDITIONAL TICKETS, OR SECURE A YIZKOR BOOK LISTING.

Your name: _____________________________________________

Your name/family’s name as you would like it to appear:

______________________________________________________

Check One: ® High Holy Days Greeting Only - $36

® High Holy Days and Passover Greetings - $65

Check # ______________ OR

VISA/MC# ______________________________________________

Expiration Date____________ 3 Digit Security Code ___________

® I agree to add an additional 3% to cover transaction fees.

Total Amount to be charged: $_______________________

Phone: ________________________________________________

Signature_______________________________________________

Temple Emanu-El offers you a way to wish
your fellow congregants a happy, healthy and
fulfilling new year by including your name in
our bulletin on the Rosh Hashanah Greetings
page. Think of it as a New Year’s greeting
card to your entire Temple address book! By
making a minimum tax-deductible donation of
$36 per family unit, you will be wishing us all a
new year filled with sweetness and joy, and at
the same time, supporting your synagogue.

This year we will also be offering the chance
to wish your fellow congregants a happy
Passover as well in the Passover issue of
Connections. By making a minimum tax-
deductible donation of $65 per family unit,
you will be wishing us all a new year filled
with sweetness and joy and a happy and
healthy Passover, while at the same time,
supporting your synagogue.

The TEAMys (Temple Emanu-El Annual Meeting and Volunteer Recognition) was held on Sunday, May 31. Over 100
Temple Emanu-El members were in attendance! The event began with a delicious buffet lunch followed by the screening
of the Temple Emanu-El 2014-15 highlights video. The meeting included the state of the Temple address by Rabbi Magat 

continued on page 12

TEAMys

Sid Rosenberg received the 
first ever Rabbi's Award.

Lifetime Achievement Award Recipients Rick and Doris Davis (center) with 
presenter Dr. Richard Sogg (left) and Rabbi Dana Magat (right)



Preschool
Summertime in the preschool is always a great
adventure! Our summer was filled with giggles,

camps, messy adventures, a trip to outer space in awesome big
box space ships and so much more. We are now getting ready
for the new school year and we are excited for the many
memories just waiting to be made. Enjoy the pictures!

Barbara Smead | barbara@templesanjose.org
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B’nai Mitzvot

Amanda Danielle Pohland
will be called to the Torah as a
Bat Mitzvah on August 29,
2015 at Temple Emanu-El in
San Jose. Amanda is an
eighth grader at Yavneh Day
School in Los Gatos. Amanda
is a devoted big sister to her
little brother, Nathaniel. She

loves creating art, and she is a voracious reader. She
is passionate about social justice issues includ ing the
rights of women and children, and of animals. She is
a firm believer that love wins. For her service project
this year, she conducted a regularly scheduled crafts
and story hour at InnVision Villa San Jose, a shelter
dedicated to helping homeless families return to
permanent housing and self-sufficiency. Other
service projects Amanda conducted this year include
participating in a Code-a-Palooza design challenge
for the nonprofit organization, My New Red Shoes,
supporting micro-financing through a Yavneh
fundraiser for Kiva, and serving as a volunteer for the
JCC Preschool. Amanda is actively involved in the
Jewish Community and treasures her summers at
Camp Newman. 

Elijah Levinson, son of Randy
and Jackie Levinson, will be
called to the Torah as a Bar
Mitzvah on August 22, 2015.
Elijah is an 8th grade student
at John Muir Middle School
where he has been involved
in student leadership and
been on the basketball team.

Elijah is the younger brother of Noah Levinson (16)
and the grandson of Manny & Shelley Marquis and
Jon and Diane Levinson. Elijah enjoys bike riding and
dressing like a boss. As a tzedaka project Elijah grew
his hair long for 3 years so that he could donate 13
inches of hair to Locks of Love, an organization that
makes wigs for children who suffer from conditions
that cause them to lose their hair, like Alopecia. Elijah
has a great sense of humor and likes to make
people laugh. He is delighted to celebrate his Bar
Mitzvah with his friends and family.
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Membership Highlights
Jessica and Sean Blitchok
Jessica is an estate planning attorney and
Sean is a Senior Director of Finance for
Salesforce.com. We love the outdoors,
hiking, swimming and being active and
especially love spending time in Tahoe with
our kids and extended family. We have a dog
named Stella that looks like Petey from The
Little Rascals. 

What is your favorite Jewish food and why? Jessica: Latkes. Because they are
fried (is there anything that doesn’t taste good after being fried?). Sean: Matzo
Ball Soup. 

What book is on your nightstand?  Jessica: Drums of Autumn by Diana
Gabaldon. This is the fourth book in her Outlander series. I am addicted to this
series. 

Sean: the new book by Neil Gaiman and the Lord of the Rings trilogy by J.R.R.
Tolkien. 

What is your hometown? Jessica is from San Mateo, CA; Ryan from Fenton, MI.

Longtime members, Ed and Margie Cahn

Ed and Margie Cahn were married in
Philadelphia in 1960 and celebrated their
55th wedding anniversary in June, thankful
to be in California. They joined Temple
Emanu-El when they arrived in San Jose in
1968 with their family. Ed, now retired,
practiced oncology in San Jose for 38 years.
Margie, a teacher, was also active in the art

world and directed her Art Gallery for 26 years. Community service has always
been important to both of them. Ed has been on many boards, including the
JCC, the Jewish Federation of Silicon Valley, the San Jose Museum of Art and is
currently entering his third year on the board of Hillel of Silicon Valley. Margie
has been active on the board of the Women’s Division of the Jewish
Federation, the President’s Committee, Shalom Wagon, the Brandeis Board,
and the Temple Emanu-El Sisterhood Board. Both are longtime members of
AIPAC. Both enjoy art and cultural events.

Where did you grow up? Ed grew up in Lancaster, PA. His family were
members of Congregation Shaarai Shomayim, meaning “The Gate of Heaven”,
which in 1856 was named after the Jewish cemetery which had been
established there in 1740. It adopted classical Reform Judaism in 1888. 

Margie grew up in Philadelphia, PA . Her family were members of Har Zion, a
Conservative Synagogue founded in 1923.

What is your favorite Jewish holiday? All holidays where the family can be
together, especially our Passover Seder where we share the Haggadah ritual
with festive music and song.

What is your favorite Jewish food? There are many but favorites include
noodle kugel, cheese blintzes, lox and bagels, and corned beef sandwiches.
Margie’s Mom’s chopped liver and her Grandmother’s cheese and liver knishes
were wonderful and are fond memories of great family get-togethers.

What are you currently reading? Ed: The Art of Being Jewish in Modern
Times” edited by Barbara Kirshenblatt-Gimblett and Jonathan Karp

Margie: Love And Treasure by Ayelet Waldman

Those who have died recently
Joy Newman, mother of Ilene Levine and
grandmother of Sam, Charles, Anna

Ellis Forbes, father of Kevin Forbes and
grandfather of Isabelle Forbes

Carl Dimino, father of Gina Dimino and
grandfather of Annie Kaufman, Sarah
Kaufman

Selma Heller, mother of Larry Gerston and
Joel Gerston

Morris Suntop, father of Belinda Suntop

And those we have lost in years past
August 7 | Miriam Ayllon, Ruby Baker, Maurice A. (Don)
Berman, Leonard W. Bloom, Natalie Borts, Marcus Brooks,
John W. Christian, Solly Cohen, Louis Dishotsky, Eli Enten,
Sam Fishoff, Peggy Forbes, Sarah Frieberg, Mimi Lewis Fuller,
Ben Gambord, Charles Goldberg, Nettie Goldman, Henry
Stadler Hammer, Morris Jacobs, Bertha Krystal, Pasha Land,
Betty Lichtenstein, Florence Marcus, Sarah Marcus, Aaron
Adair Markham, Naomi Mayer, Isadore Messinger, Edna
Novak, Joseph Pintoff, Jerry Prizant, Herbert Ravel, Morris
Rinsler, Albert Saltzman, Harry Arnold Stern, Eleanor Zurakov

August 14 | Sarah Asher, Irving M. Bernstein, Robert
Joseph Boxer, Ethel Brody, Fanny Emanuel, Sydney Fox,
Marilyn Friedlander, Sam Gellman, Joseph Gitin, Ethel
Harkavy, Irving Hoffman, Madeline Louise Kaufman, Howard
Kraten, Mimi Lasner, Eva Leve, Conceicao M. Machado,
Francisco Machado, Sumner Magat, Harry Meyerson,
Pauline Prizant, Jackie Radwin, Bessie Renkosinsky, George
Rosen, David H. Rosenthal, Irving Satler, Freda Segal, Dr.
Solomon S. Sogg, Joseph Tannenbaum, Samuel Weinstein,
Gigi Green Wicks, Jean Wiesner

August 21 | Harvey Asher, Anne Barnett, Eleanor Berman,
Shirley Blauner, Suzanne Blickman, Ann Orloff Cahn, Shlomo
Cintz, Eileen Judith Cohen, Herbert Cohen, Benjamin Fisher,
Fania Galperin, Jennie Goldberg, Muriel Goldberg, Annette
Goldstein, Morris Heller, Shlomo Hertz, Ruth Jeffe, Anne Kaplan,
Fred Karpel, Harry Kessler, Isadore Koltun, Sophie Krown, Joel
Landau, Morris Lovy, Yankel Lutvak, Manjeet Makhni, George
Rosenberg, Sarah Ruby, Sophie Schatten, Isadore Schreibstein,
Albert Sheinbaum, Arthur Silverman, Charles "Bud" Sweet,
Francis James Wank, Samuel B. Weinstein, Louise Friedland
Weis, Goldie Zasloff, Adolph Ziegler, 

August 28 | Jay Aronson, Naftali Behar, Jacob Berman,
Mary Brenner, Belle Brown, Judith Buckser, Lillian Chermak,
Morris Chusid, Nathan J. Citron, Lillian E. Davis, Thomas Fox,
Sarah Friedman, Edward Gold, Rose Greenberg, Shelley
Gustason Malcolm, Sheila Heiman, Naji Ezra Helali, Joan
Hersch, Louis Hoffman, Ron Hoffman, Frederic Kakis,
Evangeline Kaufman, Edythe Litman, Kathryn Loeffler, Susan
Moore, Jack Leon Passovoy, Meyer Polock, Jack Port,
Nathan Primack, Eva Reznikov, Marvin Rubenstein, Winnie
Schare, Fran Shussett, Sylvan Siegler, Raymond Sommer,
Pauline Kessler Stein, Abe Taitelman, James N. Walker,
George Weintraub, Benjamin Weiss, David Werba

We Remember
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Havurah Dalet

Havurah Dalet is still active in spite of
the fact that we are older than many
other havurot. We recently saw a play
put on by the Santa Clara Players and
had dinner at Harry’s Hofbrau. We are
planning to see another play at the
same venue and have dinner at China
Stix. Poker and Mah Jongg are still
some of our favorite pastimes. We
have games during the day every
Monday and Tuesday and once a

month we have games on a
Wednesday, Friday, or Saturday.

We are happy to announce that Henry
and Carol Thailer have recently joined
our Havurah and some of us enjoyed
spending some time with them over a
Passover dinner. 

Joining a Havurah many years ago has
helped us age with much friendship
during both good and some difficult
times.

Bobi Levine | Havurot Coordinator

Our Havurah program helps Temple
families form ongoing social groups and
enjoy different activities together. The
Havurot themselves take on many different
forms- single or married members, younger
or older families, with or without children,
etc.,., and we try to best match members of
generally similar ages and interests
together to form these small groups. New
Havurot are forming all the time, and some
existing ones may be looking for new
members. If you are interested in joining
this fun program, please contact Bobi
Levine at Havurah@templesanjose.org 

avurah
appeningsH

On Sunday, June 14, 2015 the Past Presidents Council of Temple Emanu-El hosted an appreciation brunch at the Dolce
Hayes Mansion to honor those who made significant contributions to the 2014 Annual Campaign. Thank you to everyone
who contributed to the Annual Campaign and thank you to the Past Presidents Council for a lovely event.

Annual Campaign Donor Appreciation Luncheon

Do you have difficulty hearing
the services in the Sanctuary?

If so, please inform a service
usher, service greeter, or a
custodian and they will gladly
provide you with a listening
device that will amplify the sound.

EESY Senior Youth Group (9th – 12th Grades)

Temple Emanu-El Senior Youth group offers an opportunity for
9th-12th grade students of Temple Emanu-El to come together
for social, ritual, and community service activities. With a full
slate of activities organized by an active Youth-led board,
teens stay connected and make friends while
gaining leadership skills. For more information,
contact: youthgroup@templesanjose.org. 



Summer is going quickly and fall will soon be here. Earlier this
summer, Sisterhood held their annual Donor Luncheon, which
was well attended and enjoyed by all. Thank you to to our event
chair, Anita Medeiros, for planning and organizing the event, as
well as our raffle/auction chair Gladys Chandler. Congratulations
to our honorees, Doris Davis, who was awarded the Woman of
Valor award and Carol Lerner, who was awarded the Lee
Axelrod Malach award.

Coming up on August 14th is our Sisterhood Shabbat service at
6:30 pm. If you wish to participate in the service, contact our VP
of Religion and Education, Carol Lerner, by August 6th. 

May you have a happy rest of your summer and see you next
month for High Holy days (yes, they're right around the corner!)

Melenie Pearson, Sisterhood President

Connections

Sisterhood

Sisterhood Upcoming Events
We look forward to seeing you at one of our upcoming events:

August 9th 1:00 pm Sisterhood Meeting

August 14th 6:30 pm Sisterhood Shabbat

August 15th 6:30 pm Sisterhood Game Night

August 16th 1:30 pm Rosh Chodesh, Elul

August 21st 5:30 pm Sisterhood Supper Club

We Are Now Taking Consignments!
Do a mitzvah and get a bargain at the same time! Bring your
gently worn fine jewelry and surplus Judaica to the gift shop
on consignment. The gift shop will consign your items for a
60/40% split. You get a greater variety of items to buy and
clean out at the same time. Everyone wins and Sisterhood gets
to spend more on school, campership and Temple events.

Please contact Lynda Chase (408) 505-7498 or email
chase_lynda@hotmail.com with the subject line: Gift Shop
Consignment.G
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Rosh Chodesh
Sunday, August 16, 1:30 pm.

In a small friendly group we meet
at the home of Lorie & Shari
Kaplan. We celebrate the festival
of the New Moon, an ancient tradition, with ritual, music,
meditation and prayer.This month we will celebrate and discuss
Elul, a time to reflect, and Tishrei, which occurs during the High
Holidays. Also, we will focus on “What is Spirituality?” and what
makes us feel spiritual.

We always have a wonderful time. Noshes are included. Rosh
Chodesh is truly a sacred time just for women. Space is limited.
Please RSVP by Tuesday, August 11 to Lorie, 408.267.4563.

eScrip is
Awesome in

August!

Watch for news about the NEW eScrip Online Mall.
The eScrip team tells me, “ You’re going to love it!”
Also, we are getting ready for eScrip’s annual fall
registration campaign. As your coordinator I will be
renewing all supporter ID numbers.

Earn contributions while dining this summer. Two
newer local San Jose restaurants are
Buckhorn Grill in Oakridge
Mall and Pearl River
Restaurant on Lincoln
Ave. Some favorites are
Black Angus Steakhouse, Buca
di Beppo, Una Mas Mexican Grill, Sushi Expo and
Mountain Mike’s Pizza. Remember to use your
registered eScrip credit/debit cards.

eScrip is an easy, profitable, no-cost-to-you program
that gives us back a percentage of your purchases.
From January-April this year Temple has earned
almost $150. Many businesses have dropped out of
the program, such as Macy’s, Office Max and Whole
Foods, so we have not been earning as much as in
past years. Also, Safeway no longer gives eScrip
credit when you use a credit card. However, Macy’s
and many stores and companies, even Amazon and
Nordstrom are at the Online Mall where shopping will
earn Temple eScrip credit. Visit www.escrip.com and
away you go!

Not yet one of our 300 supporters? Temple’s ID# is
136985180. Go to the home page and follow the
prompts to register your credit/debit/Safeway Club
cards. When shopping at Safeway use
debit/cash/check or gift cards to earn eScrip credit for
us. Call me if you need help or have any questions.

Lorie Kaplan, eScrip coordinator | 408.267.4563

Todah Rabah to Bobi Levine, Deborah Zimmer, and
Andrew Scher for their help with the Ice Cream Social
oneg on 6/19/15.

Todah Rabah!
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Sh'mini I, Leviticus 9:1–10:11 
As I was preparing for this week’s D’var Torah I discovered
that as reform Jews, we treat Sh’mini a bit differently.
Instead of reading the entire Parsha this week we read it
over 2 weeks. We do this so we can stay in step with the
rest of the Jewish world. Most Jewish holidays are
celebrated for 2 days in most of the Diaspora. The Shabbat
that falls on April 10th this year is the eighth day of
Passover on which a special section of the Torah is read.
As Reform Jews we don’t celebrate a second day.
Therefore if we read all of Sh’mini all at once we would be
out of sync with our Parshot for the rest of the year. This

month I wanted to try something more interactive with my
D’var Torah. I would like you to spend some time
discussing the importance of Passover to you and the
Jewish people as a whole.

With a partner, spend the next 3 minutes discussing 

1. What you find to be the most important/meaningful
lesson we can learn from Passover. 

2. What lessons from the slavery in Egypt 3,330 years ago
apply to my life in the 21st century?

3. Be prepared to share out to the rest of the board.

Mark Cahn

My Take on Torah Each month we will share the Dvar Torah that was delivered at the preceding month’s 
Board of Trustees meeting.

It seems like only yesterday that I
stepped out of the choir at the
Heritage Theatre, on Erev
Rosh Hashanah, placing
my High Holy Day choir
binder on the chair and
walking up to the
microphone on shaky
legs, taking a deep breath
to deliver my first address
to the congregation as its President.

But it wasn’t yesterday, it was 2009, a
year in which I had decided, after
many years of saying “no”, said “yes”
to the invitation to become President.
A decision for which I’ll be forever
grateful.

In preparing this article, I went back
into my journals to see what was
going on that year, and found this
entry when I was starting to work on
my first HHD address.

“The world of August 2009 is not the
world of August 2008. Our world has
shifted on its axis, and life is not what
it was. Dark times and challenges,
and yet, an August Shabbat morning
has not changed at all…cool morning

air and birdsong surround me, the
distant sounds of an airplane,

occasional car, and even a
(very illegal) rooster have
not changed from any
other Shabbat August
morning.” It was the year
words like “stay-cation”
came into our lexicon.

The economy was just
starting to go south, and yet we still
had beautiful Shabbat mornings, and
at Rosh Hashanah I spoke of hopes
and dreams, in the midst of a time of
the opposite of those things for much
of our congregational family.

And in the dark economic times of
2009, your hardworking Board had
the hard conversations but we also
worked on looking at our core values
and envisioning the future, and some
wonderful, magical things took place
in those two years. I’d like to share
some of my memories of my two
terms as president: 

• After many years of planning, we
launched the Temple Emanu-El
Leadership Development Program,

the very first class of people we had
identified as future leaders, and I
was so proud to be a part of it from
its genesis in 2005, when Dan
Winter, Rabbi and I sat down in the
Rabbi’s office to start the
brainstorming process. “Graduates”
of this first class are now in
positions of leadership including
the Board

• Live streaming of our HHD services
– people viewed it all over the
world, even my younger sister who
watched in silence due to problems
with her computer and said I looked
great and how great to see a Rabbi
giving a high 5 after candles.
People who were shut-ins had the
joy of joining us in prayer

• Our wonderful Tikkun Olam/Social
Action Committee won the Fein
Award for their action about
responsible e-waste recycling that
make a change for our county and
its future

• The kickoff of the 150th Anniversary
Celebration Committee

continued on page 11

Past President Series: 

Our world has
shifted on its
axis, and life is
not what it was.
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Adult Education – Tikkun Olam
Israel Action Committee is proud to host a lecture by 
Dr. Michael Harris of Stand With Us who will speak about BDS
Sunday, October 11 at 11:00 AM

During last year's High Holy Days services, Temple member Annette Ladowitz made a stirring
speech to our congregation articulating a need for Temple Members to inform themselves and
others on matters relating to Israel. Her speech got a huge response and the most tangible result

was the formation of the Israel Action Committee.

Obviously, the term "matters relating to Israel" is very broad. Thus our committee has spent a considerable amount of time defining
our missions and goals. This is a work in progress. We all agreed that educating ourselves, our children and our community about
Israel is an important goal. We decided that at this moment, educating our members about the BDS "Boycott, Divest, Sanctions"
movement is a top priority.

To that end, we are delighted to announce that Dr. Michael Harris, a Bay Area physician and a founding member of San Francisco
Voice for Israel (now the official Bay Area chapter of Stand With Us) will visit Temple Emanu-El on Sunday, October 11 at 11:00 AM in the
BFR to talk about BDS. Stand With Us is an international non-profit organization, founded on the belief that education paves the road
to peace. Stand With Us is dedicated to informing the public about Israel and to combating the extremism and anti-Semitism that often
distort the issues. You may have seen some of its posts on social media; it focuses on achievements and challenges in Israel in the
hope that knowledge of facts can help to correct common prejudices and promote discussions and policies which will lead to peace.

Dr. Harris will devote some of his time to the history of BDS but will mainly focus on how we, as a Temple community, can effectively
advocate for Israel. Bagels, fruit and coffee will be provided, courtesy of the Israel Action Committee.

Bob Levy – robertlouislevy@yahoo.com

Tzedek (Social Justice) Social Action Mitzvah Day Israel Action
Committee Committee Committee Committee

Tzedek (Social Justice) Committee  – Marci Gerston  – mgerston@aol.com

Social Action Committee  – Jeff Hoffman  – Jhoffman@ccarey.com

Israel Action Committee  – Annette Ladowitz  – aladowitz@gmail.com

Mitzvah Day Committee  – mitzvahday@templesanjose.org 

Tikkun Olam (Repair the World)

Sponsor an Oneg
Special Occasions:
Birthdays, Anniversaries, Graduations

Memorials:
In memory of a loved one's Yahrzeit 

There are two ways to sponsor:
Bring 3 platters of food OR
donate, and food platters will be prepared on your behalf.

Sign up by contacting admin@templesanjose.org.

Oneg Sponsors

6/5/2015 – The Soltz family in
honor of Uri's Bar Mitzvah. 

6/12/2015 – The clergy and staff in
honor of Kama Fletcher’s
incredible work as our
Executive Director.

6/19/2015 – Nancy Gerston in
memory of Sarah Gerston

6/26/2015 – Irwin Jacobson and
Laura Frances, Herm and Beryl
Greenberg

7/3/2015 – Bobi and Ray Levine,
Allan and Judith Bernstein,
Bert and Barbara Berns 

7/10/2015 – David Schwatz in
memory of William Schwartz, 
Abe Livchitz, Joel Osias

7/17/2015 – Wayne and Iva Rose, 
Doris and Sidney Rosenberg,
Steve and Arlene Greenberg

7/24/2015 – Penni and Karen
Henry in memory of Bernard
Rosen, Richard and Eleanor
Rusnak

7/31/2015 – David Ledwitz and
Julie Pasco in honor of their
upcoming wedding, Dr. Richard
Sogg, Lisa Warner.



Alvin Ravel Garden Fund

Mort and Barbara Berlant, in memory of
Peggy Frederick

Sally Ravel, in memory of Irving Levy

Bertram Berns Music Fund

Evann and Michael Aronoff, for the
purchase of music stands

Betty Rinsler Religious School
Endowment Fund

Bette and Mark Emanuel, in memory of
Ben Woron

Mark Lutvak, in memory of Jack
Rotofsky, Dorothy Bessie Davis 

Mildred Wolfson, in memory of Gussie
Hirsch

Brotherhood 

Margie and Ed Cahn, in honor of Dan
and Shirley Lee's 50th wedding
anniversary

Campership Fund

Karp Family, in memory of Francheska
Rubin

Pauline and Jacob Braunstein, in
memory of Ruth Rubin

Cantor's Discretionary Fund

Lorie Kaplan, in honor of Cantor Meeka
Simerly's 50th birthday

Lori Rush, in honor of Cantor Meeka
Simerly's 50th birthday

Mort and Barbara Berlant, in honor of
Cantor Meeka Simerly's 50th birthday

Robert and Jo Anne Hersch, in honor of
Cantor Meeka Simerly's 50th birthday

Ginny and Manny Siegler, in memory of
Lucy Wargon 

Fagie Rosen, in appreciation of Cantor
Meeka

Libby Kass, in honor of Cantor Meeka
Simerly's 50th birthday

Dr. Richard Sogg, in honor of Cantor
Meeka Simerly's 50th birthday

Lorie Kaplan, in memory of Edythe
Litman

Wayne and Iva Rose, in honor of Cantor
Meeka Simerly's 50th birthday

Idelle Cagan, in memory of Belle Kramer

Endowment Fund

Margie and Ed Cahn, in honor of
Sherman Naymarks birthday

Wayne and Iva Rose, in memory of Tony
Rose

Facilities for the Aged Fund

Wanda Pollack, in memory of Bessie
Pollack, Sidney Gambord

General Fund

Marvin and Joan Fox, in memory of
Peggy Frederick

Art and Gerry McCaleb, in memory of
Simon Silin

Sara Parsons

Judith Sapper, in memory of Lucy
Wargon, Peggy Frederick, David
Sommer

Judith Sapper, in honor of Dan and
Shirley Lee's wedding anniversary 

Arlene and Steve Greenberg, in
memory of Sidney Greenberg,
Alexandra Kanciruk, Malvin Weiss

Henry and Debra Watkins

Henry and Jean Richards, in memory of
Martha Rachel Spinner

Nancy Gerston, in memory of Sarah
Gerston 

Daniel and Jeannine Sherman

Harriet Saltzman, in memory of Walter
Saltzman

Deborah Katzman, in memory of Alfred
Brenner

Teri and Berry Kane, in memory of Irving
Levy and David Kane

Bobi and Ray Levine, in memory of Lilly
Levine, Leah Yaffee, and Sarah Ruby

Israel Scholarship Fund

Fagie Rosen, in memory of Simon Silin

Judith Jurman Omens Cemetery
Beautification Fund

Mort and Barbara Berlant, in memory of
Gary Hoffman, Lucy Wargon 

Ilean Rudin, in memory of Naomi Wolff,
Samuel Rudin, and Joseph Rudin

Arlene and Rubin Jurman, in memory of
Helen Miller 

Kenneth Gordon Children's
Prayerbook Fund

Marcia and Joe Riggio, in memory of
Betty Gordon, Lena Hetzer

Leonard and Bernice Gaon
Campership Fund

Bernice Gaon, in memory of Leon Gerris 

Lou & Clara Juren Library Fund

Selma Zinker, in memory of Minnie
Fagen and Norman Zinker

Michael Elman Campership Fund

Joyce Donahoo, in memory of Harry
Popkin 

Milton Fox Campership Fund

Rob and Ruth Fox

Prayerbook Tribute Fund

Sara and Ralph Schmitt, in memory of
Elizabeth Green

Dr. Lawrence and Ruth Ross, in memory
of our brother Gerald W. Benson 

Rabbi Discretionary Fund

Sydney and Peggy Levin, in memory of
David Levin and Ester Jacobson 

Idelle Cagan, in memory of Arthur
Cagan and Herman Cagan 

Ann and Hugh Rawn, in memory of
Simon Silin

Bruce Frederick

Kevin Potter and Ellen Berger

Hugh Silin, in memory of Mr. Simon Silin

Suzanne and Gerald Boxer-Gassman,
in memory of Mr. Max Boxer

Martin Seligson, in memory of Mr. Simon
Silin

Daniel and Julie Turchin

Robert Applebaum, in memory of
Rosalyn Applebaum

Meri Maben

Mort and Barbara Berlant, in
appreciation of Rabbi Dana Magat

Ron and Kristi Blumstein, in honor of
Matt Blumstein earning the Boy Scout
Eagle Rank

Claire and Jim McGuire, in honor of
Rabbi Dana Magat 

Ester and Robert Burton

David Ledwitz and Julie Pasco

Daniel and Jeannine Sherman, for the
wedding service of Daniel and
Jeannine Sherman

Ginny and Manny Siegler, in honor of
Gary Liberson's 70th birthday 

Denise Elbert, in memory of Arcadi
Elbert and Peggy Frederick

Marilyn and Mort Leiter, in memory of
Robert Leiter and Esther Weiner

Mario and Catalina Scholnick, in
memory of Ernesto and Raul Scholnick
and Rafael, Regina and Jose Messina

John and Yvonne Nemec, in memory of
Ann Nemec

Scholar in Residence Fund

Bob and Maggie Cant, in memory of
Dora Kaisel, Anna Becker, and Stanley
Kaisel

Bob and Maggie Cant, In memory of
Rose Uberman, Edward Cant, Rosie
Ivy

Shank-Rockman Family Sound
System Fund

JoAnn Shank, in memory of Helen and
Bert Gates 

Susanne C. Blickman Arts and
Crafts Fund

Margie Resnick Blickman, in honor of
Sandy & Burt Epstein's
65th wedding anniversary

Margie Resnick Blickman, in honor of
Gene & Marilyn Handloff's 
65th wedding anniversary

Thank You for Your Generous Contributions
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If you would like to make a contribution, visit www.templesanjose.org
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• But one of the highlights that still
gives me chills, is the night the
Board voted to green-light Torah
L’dor V’dor, our wonderful writing of
our Torah – that the grandchildren
of my current 7th grade students will
be chanting from one day. It was a
wonderful moment I’ll never forget,
as at the same time…

• …with the Board voting to put the
proceeds into the re-establishing of
the Endowment – such a testament
to the view of the future, in the
midst of the recession.

Looking out at the congregation, that
night, I felt an overwhelming sense of
love, duty and commitment. As
President, I attended as most, if not all
Temple events, including Tot Shabbat,
committee meetings, services, and
what I learned is that having the
President there meant something to
the attendees, adding almost a
validation and recognition, and
honoring whatever the event was. I
was amazed and astonished, and
realized that my presence as President
meant something – a direct connection
to the place they had joined.

Sometimes I was told that it was an
honor that I was there as President,
and I took the weight of that seriously. I
loved being on the bimah with Rabbi
Magat at every single service of all of
the High Holy Days, from family
services all the way to N’ilah.

Now at Kol Nidre services, when my
name is called to stand with the other
Past Presidents, who served as my
mentors and role models, I feel
humbled, and so blessed to have
been able to serve. 

Laura Danoff-Robinson

Past President Series… continued from page 8



and Temple President
Andrew Weinberg and
the recognition of all
our volunteers who
help make Temple
Emanu-El so great!

Although we are a couple of months away from High Holy
Days, being on the Temple Emanu-El, Ritual Committee we
are always looking forward.

Exciting times for High Holy Days are this year with the new
Mishkan HaNefesh being introduced, and the ritual of
tradition of praying for a sweet new year and atonement.

My favorite High Holy Days ritual is polishing the Torah
silver, which includes the decorative silver-plates, crowns,
and yads. My ritual started 4 years ago in 2011. I find
comfort sitting in the backyard a.k.a. my Garden of Eden,
lush and colorful with bamboo, overgrown trees, and
bougainvillea – polishing each piece until it is so clean and
shiny the sun reflects brightly off it. 

It’s my special Ritual, 2.5 hour each year, concentrating on
removing the tarnish from the past year, and uncovering a
shiny, fresh, clean surface. I often joke I must have been a
scullery maid in old Russia in past lives because I love it so
much. The first year, I had an amazing discovery on a Yad
during polishing. Underneath some very old tarnish was an
engraving from Mrs. Jacobs back from 1858. Who knew!

For me this ritual is a time of conscious meditation, being in
the moment and comfort about my life, connection to HHD,
Temple Emanu-El, and being Jewish. 

I realize with a little love and care, how wonderful it is that
these ritual items respond. I don’t think that it is exclusive to
silver, silver polish, and cloth. I think people respond the
same way, be it a close friend, relative, or virtual stranger.
Think of what a hug and or a smile does for most people.
For the giver it is the beauty of sharing positive energy. For

the receiver it’s the beauty
of receiving positive energy. 

To take this thought one
step further think of the
trials, tribulations, and
blessings of the past year,
and how a positive action
and attitude impact a situation. The removal of the past
years tarnish puts the ritual items back to a fresh clean
shiny start. Isn’t that what the High Holy Days provide a
fresh new start for the excitement of things to come.

Lessons learned for all year round from my simple ritual:

• Live in the moment 

• You always have a chance to start fresh

• Positive energy creates beauty

• Don’t judge an outside appearance, because
beauty can be just a layer down from the exterior 

I have to admit, every year I can’t wait for the arc to open
and have the first proud sighting of all the Torahs standing
tall in their crisp white holiday robes with very shiny silver
adornments sparkling back at me. 

It was a profound moment when I first realized my ritual that
brings me comfort is being share dwith the hundreds of
other Temple Emanu-El members for them to enjoy the
beauty, and not even know (until now) that its beauty is
from the delight in my annual ritual.

Lori Rush on behalf of the Ritual Committee

Connections
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� Ritual Committee �

Comfort in Rituals
…concentrating on
removing the tarnish
from the past year, and
uncovering a shiny,
fresh, clean surface.

Volunteers of the Year
Marvin Bamburg (second from
left) and Laura Winter (center)

pictured with Rabbi Magat,
Andrew Weinberg, and

Stephanie Pollock

TEAMys… 
continued from page 3



Connections

13

        
       

 

 

        
       

 

 

        
       

 

 

        
       

 

 

        
       

 

 

        
       

 

 

        
       

 

 

        
       

 

 

        
       

 

 

        
       

 

 

        
       

 

 

        
       

 

 

        
       

 

 

        
       

 

 

        
       

 

 

If you would like to advertise in Temple Emanu-El’s Connections, 
contact Stephanie Pollock at stephanie@templesanjose.org.
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LLaaww OOffffiiccee ooff DDeerrrryyll HH.. MMoolliinnaa       

 
WWiillllss,, TTrruussttss,, EEllddeerr LLaaww,, CCoonnttrraaccttss,, PPrroobbaattee,,  

CCoonnsseerrvvaattoorrsshhiippss,, GGuuaarrddiiaannsshhiippss,, MMeeddiiaattiioonnss,,  
WWeeaalltthh MMaannaaggeemmeenntt,, SSeettttlleemmeennttss..     

        (408)244-4992
 
 
 

  Trust your Trust to Us! 
 
 aa ddeerrrryyll@@ccoommccaasstt..nneett    wwwwww..ffuulllllliiffeeccaarreeppllaannnneerr..nneett 
 11114422 SS.. WWiinncchheesstteerr BBllvvdd.. SSaann JJoossee,, CCAA 9955112288

    
   

Take a look at   
     Yavneh Day School

www.yavnehdayschool.org

Full-day kindergarten 
Strong academic            

environment
STEAM: interdisciplinary, 

project-based work
Warm, inclusive 

community

Art and music in every 
grade

Hands-on science
Singapore math

One-to-one laptop 
program in Middle 

School

Hebrew language
Physical education and 

after school sports
Emphasis on social 

justice
Large choice of after 
school programming

Whether your child is entering kindergarten, middle school, 
or a grade in between, we invite you to discover the warmth 
and academic excellence of a Yavneh Day School education. 

For more information, or to schedule a tour, please call 
408-984-6700 or email joy@yavnehdayschool.org.

Gloria Melmon Ascher
Realtor
BRE#00613382

Cell 408.781.8624
Office 408.741.1111 x604

Fax 408.741.1199

gascher@apr.com

12772 Saratoga-Sunnyvale Road

Suite 1000

Saratoga, CA 95070

www.GloriaAscher.com

REALTORS

If you would like to advertise in Temple Emanu-El’s Connections, 
contact Stephanie Pollock at stephanie@templesanjose.org.
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Clergy __________________________________________________________
Dana Magat | Senior Rabbi – rabbimagat@templesanjose.org
Meeka Simerly | Cantor – meekantor@templesanjose.org
Joseph Gitin, D.D. (z”l) | Rabbi Emeritus

Committee Chairs ________________________________________________
Bobi Levine | Havurah Coordinator – havurah@templesanjose.org
Dan Lee | Membership Commitment – dues@templesanjose.org
Uri Gottfeld | Facilities – facilities@templesanjose.org
Edgardo Laber | Marketing – marketing@templesanjose.org
Maggie Cant | Ritual – ritual@templesanjose.org
Robert Levy | Tikkun Olam – to@templesanjose.org
Shirley Lee | Membership – membership@templesanjose.org
Enrique Guadiamos | Leadership Development – leadership@templesanjose.org
Alissa Meltzer | Religious School – rscommittee@templesanjose.org
Fagie Rosen and Harriet Saltzman | Caring Committee – caring@templesanjose.org
Carol Hoffman | Fundraising Committee – fundraising@templesanjose.org
Marvin Fox | Endowment Committee – endowment@templesanjose.org
Maritza Silapasvang | Preschool Committee – pscommittee@templesanjose.org

Staff____________________________________________________________
Stephanie Pollock | Executive Director – stephanie@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 ext. 233
Barbara Smead | Preschool Director – barbara@templesanjose.org | 408-293-8660 | #434404443
Phil Hankin | Director of Education – phil@templesanjose.org | 408-292-3223
Andrew Scher | Bookkeeper – andrew@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 ext. 235
Yael Meiri | Administrative and Clergy Support – yael@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 ext. 231
Wayne Rose | Cemetery Administrator – cemetery@templesanjose.org | 408-266-4184
Chris Smead | Sr. Custodian – custodian@templesanjose.org | 408-292-0939 ext. 237

Board of Trustees_________________________________________________
Andrew Weinberg | President – president@templesanjose.org
Jeff Hoffman | Imd. Past President – pastpresident@templesanjose.org
Jim Heerwagen | VP Administration – vpadmin@templesanjose.org
Shirley Lee | VP Membership – vpmembership@templesanjose.org
Alissa Meltzer | VP Education & Youth – vprey@templesanjose.org
Edgardo Laber | Secretary – secretary@templesanjose.org
Steve Krandel | Treasurer – treasurer@templesanjose.org

Auxiliaries ______________________________________________________
David Wiesner | Brotherhood President brotherhood@templesanjose.org
Melenie Pearson | Sisterhood President sisterhood@templesanjose.org
Matt Ghan | EESY President youthgroup@templesanjose.org

CONNECTIONS is published 10 times a year by Temple Emanu-El, 1010 University Ave., San Jose, CA 95126. 

Award/Operating and 
Tribute Funds
High Holy Days/Annual Campaign
General Fund
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Alvin Ravel Garden Fund
Beverly Jordan Temple Beautification Fund
Judith Jurman Omens Cemetery

Beautification Fund
Lou and Clara Juren Library Fund
Ralph Goldeen Library Fund
Endowment Fund

Religious Funds
Harold Cahn Prayerbook Fund
Kenneth Gordon Children’s Prayerbook Fund
Susanne & Maurice Tucker High Holy Day

Music Fund
Ida F. Kragen Consecration and Caring Fund

Youth Funds
Religious School Fund
Religious School Enrichment Fund
Betty Rinsler Religious School
Endowment Fund
Weintraub Religious School Scholarship Fund
Campership Fund
Leonard and Bernice Gaon Campership Fund
Michael Elman Campership Fund
Milton Fox Campership Fund
Phyllis Matzner Campership Fund
Israel Scholarship Fund
Susanne C. Blickman Arts and Crafts Fund

Cultural Funds
Choir Fund
Phyllis Omel Junior Choir Fund
Bertram Berns Music Fund
Shank-Rockman Family Sound System Fund
Scholar in Residence Fund

Community Funds
Facilities for the Aged Fund (Chai House)
JoAnne Salman-Tehrani Homeless Fund

Other Tribute Opportunities
$36 - Prayerbook Tribute
$218/$500/$750 - Tree of Life
Leaf/small/large rock
$500 - Sanctuary Chair Plaque
$750 - Memorial Plaque 

(in sanctuary foyer)

Opportunities in 
Levin Learning Center
$5,000 - Stair Plaque
$10,000 - Library Column Dedication
$25,000 - Room Dedication

Contact the Admin team for 
additional opportunities.

Making a contribution to one of Temple Emanu-El’s many funds is a wonderful way to honor
your friends and family. You may make contributions in honor of a birth, a birthday, brit milah,
baby naming, Bar/Bat Mitzvah, confirmation, graduation, engagement, wedding, anniversary,
promotion, new home, special occasion or just because. You may also make contributions
for get-well wishes, condolences, remembrances and yahrzeits.
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