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Connections 
Temple Emanu-El, San Jose CA 

Candle Lighting Times 
February 7: 5:22 PM 
February 14: 5:30 PM 
February 21: 5:37 PM 
February 28: 5:44 PM 

February Service  
Schedule: 

 
Sat., February 1 

10:00 AM Yoga Shabbat 
 

Fri., February 7 
6:15 PM Shabbatluck  

Dinner 
7:15 PM Erev Shabbat  

Family Service -  
Bet and Grade 3 
Sat., February 8 

9:00 AM Babies and Bagels: 
Baby Shabbat 

9:00 AM Shabbat Morning 
Minyan 

 
Fri., February 14 

7:30 PM Rock Shabbat - 
Love Songs 

Sat., February 15 
9:00 AM Shabbat Morning 

Minyan 
 

Fri, February 21 
6:00 PM Tot Shabbat 
6:30 PM Tot Shabbat  

Catered Dinner 
7:30 PM Erev Shabbat  

Service 
Sat., February 22 

9:00 AM Shabbat Morning 
Minyan 

 
Fri., February 28 

6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat 
Service 

Sat., March 1 
9:00 AM Shabbat Morning 

Minyan 
 
 
 

Rock Shabbat - Love Songs 
Friday, February 14 at 7:30 PM 

 
Celebrate the love and warmth of our  
congregation at this vibrant and 
uplifting Shabbat service.  The amped  
up love songs performed by  
Cantor Simerly and the Rock  
Shabbat band is the perfect 
way to spend the Day of Love. 

Brotherhood Dance 

Saturday, February 15 at 7:30 PM 

 

Dance the Night Away to the Rockin’ Sounds of 

The Brotherhood Band. 

 
 

 Cost is $10 at the door. Cash or check only.  

 Refreshments and wine will be provided. 

 For more information, 
e-mail brotherhood@templesanjose.org 
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Meekantor’s Kol Tuv 

Women of a Certain Age, We Are Not Alone! 
“…  so no matter what is happening in your life right now, take heart. Please join me --- and the millions of others 
who have come before and will come after – as we transform and improve our lives, and ultimately our future, 
through understanding, applying, and living the wisdom – and joy – of menopause and beyond”  
  - Christiane Northrup, M.D., The Wisdom of Menopause, Creating    Physical and Emotional Health During 
the Change (p. 8) 

 
(Sorry, gentlemen, you know I love you, and please don’t take it personally, but this announcement is for the women in your life 
----your mothers, wives and daughters, female friends and significant others!) 
We are holding a very special event on February 2, entitled, A Women’s Journey, The Middle Years and Forward! This is a 
social, non-religious women’s health symposium with workshops and lectures focused on the impact of the transition through 
the period of peri-menopause and menopause in our lives. It will feature local medical and health professionals discussing topics 
for women in their 40’s - 60’s. 
                           WHY THESE TOPICS? WHY NOW? 
For quite some time, I had the idea to explore and expose the experiences that many women of our age group face. We feel iso-
lated and are reluctant to openly discuss topics such as Hormone Replacement Therapy (HRT) or antidepressants to support us 
during this special, yet challenging time in our lives. Though we are not spring chickens any longer, most of us are blessed with 
much wisdom and experience. We still have the ability to flourish, and to contribute, and to serve in our communities. Some of 
us even have begun new chapters of our lives in areas we did not have the guts or means to explore when we were younger! 
 
But with all these blessings, comes a new set of challenges that we have not experienced before: our bodies are changing. We no 
longer qualify for child bearing. Our bodies begin to slowly shed all the complex elements that allowed us to create life in our 
younger days --- our hormones and healthy eggs. These turn into tears of departure as our bodies release the responsibility to 
procreate. 
 
We gain weight --- and though we work out to the point of nearly fainting – those extra pounds just seem to hold onto our be-
hinds, or tummies, and just won’t let go! Some of us find ourselves sleepy when we are supposed to be most productive. Some of 
us wake up in the middle of the night drenched in sweat and not able to fall back to sleep. And our mood swings, oh our mood 
swings! Now we laugh, wryly remembering that twenty years ago we thought we were ‘oh-so-unbearable’ each month to our hus-
bands, colleagues and children when we “PMS’ed”. And now, our snapping seems to have doubled or tripled in intensity… So 
many of us feel undesirable, counting every strand of white hair and new wrinkle that seemed to have shown up out of nowhere 
over night….But the good news is…. 
 

We Are Not Alone! 
Having experienced some of the symptoms I mentioned above, I started to read  materials about peri-menopause and menopau-
sal changes. I discovered that there are so many resources and materials out there, in books, articles, videos, magazines…One 
book has become my personal guide and encyclopedia: The Wisdom of Menopause by Dr. Christiane Northrup. I was so relieved 
to find answers to even more questions that I was struggling with on my own. I was so happy to read that there are ways to em-
brace and actually ENJOY this special and unique journey that we must go through when we reach a certain age. I felt such a 
deep sense of gratitude that I decided to invite other women to explore these topics along with me.  
 
Thus, I turned to our congregant, my friend Pam Hoffman, to discuss how we could address these concerns. We started to share 
our own experiences and we were both relieved to find someone else to share with. For the past six months or so, we have been 
working together on creating this program, inviting MD’s, RN’s, and therapists who specialize in fields of women’s health –for us 
at this age. 
I’ll take this opportunity to thank Pam for the awesome and talented woman that she is. What a mench! 
 
And we wanted to invite you, your daughters and neighbors, friends, wives and colleagues to join us for a unique opportunity to 
share our stories with other women on the same journey and to meet scholars and teachers who can serve as our guides. 
 

THE PROGRAM 
Our Keynote Speaker, Jennifer Ragazzo, MD, Obstetrics & Gynecology, joins us from Kaiser Permanente Medical Group and 
brings a passion for Women's health issues. She will speak about New Developments in Women’s Health, and HRT (Hormone Re-
placement Therapy) and Alternative Remedies. 
Sessions Include: 
Sexuality & Self-Image, presented by Diane Patton.  
Healthy Living for Our Hearts, presented by Catherine Collings, MD, FACC, Medical Director, Cardiac & Pulmonary Wellness 

Center, El Camino Hospital.   
Enhancing Midlife Sleep, presented by Tony Masri, MD, Medical Director of Sleep Disorders Center, El Camino Hospital.  
Journey to Health: Emotional & Spiritual Healing, presented by Marcy Litdke, RN, Nurse Practitioner in Psychiatry, San Jose 

Main Jail and Elmwood.  
 
Please join with us on February 2 with an open heart and a curious mind!  Let us share feeling and gain knowledge as we 
embark on this voyage of discovery about this significant life passage together!  
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Oscar Talk 2014 

Words From the Rabbi 

In my Yom Kippur Sermon this past High 
Holy Days I discussed a few issues relat-
ed to Tikkun Olam (repairing the world). 
One of the most important issues I raised 

was how we treat our Veterans of life, our elderly, our Patri-
archs and Matriarchs.  
 

Even the great Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel stated “The 
test of a people is how it behaves toward the old.” We have 
failed miserably!  It is a shandah how we treat our  
Veterans of life. It is hard enough that as we age our body 
lets us down, it is hard enough that we have to slowly give 
up our freedoms and independence. And from a California 
perspective driving is one of the greatest symbols of our 
freedom. How many of you at 16 got your license and bor-
rowed a parent’s car as often as you possibly could? With 
our horrible transportation system we are forced to own a 
car. And then as we age we must give up that privilege and  
sign of independence. We basically isolate our seniors in 
our society and we as a congregation have an obligation to 
fight senior isolationism! 
 

Now what could we do to ease senior isolationism? As I 
mentioned on Yom Kippur:  “I think one option that could 
be a loving and responsible action we could take is to make 
sure that every Veteran of life has a way to get from one 
place to another. Our Tikkun Olam Committee has, in con-
sultation with many of our congregants, decided to make 
this issue one that we need to focus on… This is such a 
crucial issue, we all need to be engaged in such a discus-
sion. I truly appreciate those of you who have volunteered 
to transport our congregants to and from our services.  
Especially those of you like Bob and Maggie Cant who 
make it a Shabbat practice to pick up our beloved Varda 
Friedman and bring her to services.” But so too there are 
special events and programs that occur at our Synagogue 
that many would like to attend but are unable to drive,  
especially at night. Why not make a difference and help a 
fellow congregant out? 
 

I can’t think of a better way to insure that you attend a pro-
gram, adult education class or Shabbat Services monthly if 
not more often than to commit to taking one of our Veter-
ans of life to and from a program or service.   
 

God willing we are all headed in that direction, when we 
will need someone to shlep us…  I say we create some  
positive energy! Be a Shleper before you get shleped!!! 
 

Tikkun Olam… how we treat our Veterans of life is a  
wonderful way we can repair our world. And it begins at 
home with our congregational family.   
 

If you are willing to try this out, please let me know or a 
member of our Tikkun Olam committee or a member of our 
A Team (office staff). You will have a huge impact on  
another person and the greatest gift of all is the  
opportunity to share in a special connection with another 
member of our congregational family. 
 

May we as a congregation commit ourselves to being a  
Congregation of Shlepers!!! 

L’Shalom,  

Rabbi Dana L. Magat 

Kama’s Corner 

In my ongoing education in Jewish culture, I have recently 
learned a lot about what an "oneg" really is...  
Oneg Shabbat,  (Hebrew: “Joy of Sabbath”),  
informal Sabbath (or Friday evening) gathering of Jews in a  
synagogue or private home to express outwardly the happiness 
inherent in the Sabbath holiday.  
 

Wow, this is such a heartwarming definition! My personal  
experience of oneg without the underlying meaning & reason 
was just that it was nice to have some food & drink after ser-
vices! 
 

For many years now, Temple Emanu-El's Sisterhood has been 
responsible for soliciting our Temple members for oneg sponsors 
and for arranging the onegs year-round. After meeting a few 
times with Anita Medeiros (Sisterhood's Oneg Queen!), it became 
clear to me that this is a lot to ask, especially given everything 
else Sisterhood is doing on behalf of the Temple. 
 

So it was agreed that the Temple's Administrative Team will now 
manage the oneg sponsorship program and will work together 
with interested Temple volunteers to coordinate this weekly Joy 
of Sabbath. I invite each and every one of our Temple members 
to consider how you might like to assist with making our Onegs 
truly the expression of happiness they are meant to be. Let the 
A-Team know if you want to sign up to sponsor an oneg,  
consider baking something fresh when you do sponsor an oneg, 
and think about joining members of the A-Team on Friday  
afternoons as we unwind, prepare the plates that will be laid out 
for the evening's oneg, and enjoy one another's company. We 
want to spend this sacred time with you! Please direct interest, 
inquiries, etc. to admin@templesanjose.org or call Marina in the 
Temple office at 408-292-0939. 
 

In closing, I want to extend my heartfelt gratitude to Anita 
Medeiros and the women of Sisterhood who have brought us 
many, many evenings of happiness and joy in the onegs they 
have arranged throughout the years.  

 

I look forward to the delectable delights of our future onegs! 

The nominations have been announced  
and now it’s time to talk about who we 
think should win.   

 

Join Rabbi Magat for a spirited  
discussion about this year’s nominated 
films, the films that should have been 
nominated, and all things Oscars! 

 

Light refreshments will be provided. 

 

To see the list of the nominees visit 

www.oscars.go.com/nominees 

Tuesday,  
February 11 

7:00 PM 
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2013 URJ Biennial Review 

 

Group Summary: The largest delegation from Temple Emanu-El in modern history 
attended the URJ Biennial in San Diego in December. In addition to Rabbi and  
Deborah Zimmer, our group included 6 first-timers:  Maggie Cant, Jeff Hoffman, Dan 
Lee, Shirley Lee, Judy Levy, and Lori Rush.  We attended, alone and together, work-
shops on such topics as dues, transitioning preschool families into Temple members, 
introducing the new High Holiday Machzor, food justice in a Jewish perspective, im-
migration reform, public space Judaism, "All Jewish, half Jewish or not Jewish at 
all."   Here are some takeaways we'd like to share: 
 

“Audacious hospitality” was a phrase used over and over again.  As Temple Members 
it is VERY important that if we see someone we don't know that we go up and find out 
about them. You may not know if they are a member or a guest. IT DOESN'T MAT-
TER. Say Hello. Introduce yourself. Ask questions. People like to talk about them-
selves. If you don't have a connection with them, you might know someone who does.  
 

Bottom up programming:  The era of the synagogue as a programming organization is 
moving to the synagogue as a community helping people find Jewish meaning in their 
lives.  If you want a program, find 10 people (not necessarily Temple members) and 
we'll find a space for you to meet. 
 

It matters less why people come to Shabbat services and how long they stay. What is important is that they come. One  
synagogue pipes the service into the social hall and people stay and shmooze at the oneg.  What is important is that they are 
coming to their Jewish home.  

 

 
Jeff Hoffman 
I was very hesitant about traveling to the Biennial in San Die-
go.  I’m not big on workshops or crowds.  I went with low ex-
pectations and left very happy that I attended.  There were so 
many good classes to attend, I wasn’t sure where to 
start.  While sitting in the workshops, I found something very 
interesting.  We are not alone!  Synagogues our size across 
the US are experiencing the same things Temple Emanu-El 
is.   There were many creative ideas that we locally have not 
thought of.  Now it’s just implementing some of these new 
ideas.  Stay tuned! 

Maggie Cant 
The sights and sounds of Biennial were overwhelming to this 
newcomer.  I went to some sessions for my own learning,  
others to benefit the Ritual Committee and our whole Temple 
community. Our TEE delegation members couldn’t stop  
discussing all the new ideas we had gathered and the new 
people we had met. I was inspired and amused by Julian 
Bond, founder of SNCC and former president of NAACP, and 
Al Vorspan, a leading light of URJ’s Social Action programs, 
as they swapped stories from the Civil Rights movement in 
the 60s.  I tried out the exciting new High Holy Day Machzor 
(prayer book), which will replace Gates of Repentance.  Above 
all, I sang, danced and prayed with 5,000 other committed 
Jews, using an amazing variety of daily and Shabbat service 
options.   Finally: music, music, music…from  cantors, song 
leaders and today’s leading Jewish composers/performers;  
in services, hallways, meetings,  and in late-night song 
fests. 

Shirley Lee 
The  highlight of the URJ convention for me was the Satur-
day morning service –a Shabbat like no other—three hours 
long, yet three hours short.  No squirming, no checking 
phones or watches—just total involvement in the most mov-
ing, intense, and multisensory Jewish ritual I’ve ever experi-
enced.  We moved to a choreographed Shema, lifting our 
hands to the heavens.  Rising from my seat to joyfully dance 
to Miriam’s song,  I ignored my torn meniscus—my exact 
words were, “to hell with my knee,” to join with the women 
from 900 congregations…””and the women dancing with 
their timbrels followed Miriam as she sang her song…” When 
the dancing ended,  with tears in our eyes,  the women from 
my  own Temple Emanu-El hugged and kissed, overcome 
with the emotion of celebrating Judaism together as women.  
The beautiful Mi Shebeirach was made even more meaning-
ful as we held out our right hand and our left hand to the 
people next to us because each individual can be an instru-
ment of healing. 
 
The parasha was the closing verses of Deuteronomy, Jacob 
on his death bed blessing his children, who will become the 
twelve tribes of Israel.  Around the room, 13 bimahs, 13 To-
rahs, 13 chanters.  Why 13 when there are 12 sons, 12 
tribes?---because Reform Judaism remembers that Jacob 
also had a daughter, Dina, who has no voice in the Torah 
but was given a voice on this day.  Four aliyahs-one for the 
youth of NFTY, one for the Women of Reform Judaism cele-
brating their 100th anniversary, one for our Rabbis and one 
for our congregational presidents.  With the Torahs held 
high, each Torah portion was chanted aloud by thirteen indi-
viduals, not in unison but beginning and ending at different 
times—like the daveners of old—a cacophony of Hebrew.  
After each section a story teller described the scene as if he 
actually was there to bear witness. 
 
The outgoing Rabbi of Hebrew Union College, Rabbi Ellen-
son,  passed the torch to his successor,  Rabbi Aaron Pank-
en.  Rabbi Ellenson blessed him so beautifully with both the 
priestly blessing and the Shehecheyanu.  It was truly a mo-
ment for Shehecheyanu.  “Blessed art thou, Adonai our God, 
who kept us alive, sustained us and enabled us to reach this 
joyous occasion”  celebrating Shabbat in a community of 
5000 fellow Jews  
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Biennial  Ritual Committee 

Lay Led Minyan   
by Lori Rush 
 
After I was Bat Mitzvahed 6 months ago, I thought to  
myself well now that I’ve achieved this rite of passage, 
what should I/can I do with it.   
 
Being a member of the Ritual Committee, and getting the 
inside scoop (so to speak) I learned Ritual is always look-
ing for volunteer Minyan leaders. 
 
Every 4-6 weeks I lead Minyan service, based on a service 
I created.  It follows the Shabbat Saturday morning order 
of things, except it is has my flavor.   My flavor incorpo-
rates the confluence music (guitar by Ken Abrams)  and 
our beautiful Shabbat prayers and readings.   
 
I’ve made a huge connection to the music and find myself 
in a peaceful happy place the rest of the day, and hum-
ming these tunes, when I least expect it.   
 
Additionally, I’ve discovered Jewish Rock Radio app  (after 
attending the Biennial) and my world of Shabbat music 
has opened up from traditional, folk, rock, and even  to 
hip hop versions of most prayers.    
 
Rather than feel like a leader, I feel like I am sharing my 
love of Shabbat, and who I am as a Jewess,  and love of  
ritual...  wearing of my own special kippot, and tallet that 
were given to me by two very special friends, and holding 
my own Mishkan T’Filah with my loud colored covered, 
sticky notes (like Cantor’s) and the spine that is worn in.  
It’s getting to feel like my favorite hoody that is comforta-
ble, cozy and warm.  
 
This is a comfortable place that makes me look forward to 
leading Minyan.   
 
Minyan is what I will call intimate, (since we don’t get a 
real Minyan in numbers except when Rabbi and Cantor 
lead) but a small group of community. I love our discus-
sions of the parsha for that week. If there are 5 of us at 
Minyan there are 12 different ways we discuss it.  It sure 
is  thought provoking, because you never know where it 
will end up.   
 
At the close, Oseh Shalom is a must, it’s upbeat, and I 
guarantee, you will be humming it randomly during the  
upcoming week. 
 
At the conclusion of service we do a short kiddush, and 
we all have our shot of Manichewitz, slice of challah, a 
little chit chat and by 10:30 we are on our separate ways. 
 
If I hadn’t experienced it myself I would never think about 
what a quick hour at Minyan could do for me for the rest 
of the week. I have the uplift, the thankfulness, and con-
tentment to take with me for the next 7 days. 
 
I’d love you join me during my Minyan, but since it is pot 
luck for lay leaders, you will find me at Minyan as a con-
gregant on most Saturday mornings.  I hope to see you 
there! 

Dan Lee 

I  (Dan Lee) ( being almost of sound mind and body) focused 
mainly on workshops that addressed leadership development, 
dues, and membership-related topics.  I perceived a common 
thread among all of these topics:  that we must engage our 
members to find out why they join, why they participate, and 
what they seek from our congregation, and then we must  
encourage and facilitate them to get involved via those interests. 
A “catch phrase” that describes this concept is that “members 
should be citizens of the congregation rather than customers of 
its services”.  My most meaningful moment of the conference 
was the closing speech by Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin  
Netanyahu, who delivered a clear message regarding Iran, the 
Palestinians, and the conflicts among Jews within Israel. 

Deborah Zimmer 

I am a self-professed meeting wonk.  I love meetings and I love 
conventions.  Part of the fun for me at the URJ Biennial in San 
Diego was watching the other members of our delegation and 
their excitement as first-timers.  I tried to balance the workshops 
and activities between things that were important to me, and 
things that I could bring home to our synagogue.  I had never 
before heard the phrase "audacious hospitality."  Being more 
than welcoming.  What this means for me is that I will introduce 
myself to more strangers at the Oneg.  We are doing a lot of 
things right at Temple Emanu-El.  Helping people find Jewish 
meaning in their lives and being a place to connect with other 
Jews are at the top of the list.  The next Biennial will be in Or-
lando in November 2015.  Who wants to come along? 
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eScrip 

Save the Date FUNdraising 

Sistherhood 

Welcome to the FUNdraising corner, where you’ll find  
upcoming events planned for “FUN” with Temple Emanu-El  
members, family and friends – while raising some $$ for our 
Temple.  

Check out the events below and SAVE THOSE DATES! 

Dining Nights: 

What’s better than dining out? Dining out AND painlessly 
raising money for Temple Emanu-El! 

Restaurants have generously offered to donate a percentage 
of purchases to our Temple.  

Patxi’s at the Pruneyard in December raised over $300.00! 

Bring your family, friends, Havurah for great food, and a 
good cause.  Watch for the Feb and March locations in the 
email blast/ temple website/facebook page or contact the 
fundraising team. 

 
 
May 3, 2014 – Save the 
Date!!  

Co-Chairs Debbie Michels 
and Kim Jackman 

 

Purim Carnival/RS:   Save the date Sunday, March 16th. 

Stacey Dedering/Chair is looking for more volunteers for 
this fun event! 

 

We are always looking for more great ideas and volunteers.   
Contact us with questions or comments at  
fundraising@templesanjose.org. 

 

-Carol Hoffman and the FUNdraising committee 

Join us as we travel the globe on Saturday, May 3, 2014 in 
honor of Rabbi Magat’s 15 years at Temple Emanu-El.  Dine 
on cuisine from countries around the world, try your luck at 
the royal casino, dance the night away to international tunes, 
and shop at the local bazaar (silent auction!)!  

 

Ticket and sponsorship information will be arriving soon, so 
make sure you mark your calendar because this will be one 
adventure you don’t want to miss! 

 

If you or someone you know would like to donate to the silent 
auction, please contact Debbie Michels at 408/507-1282 or 
debbiemichels@yahoo.com or Kim Jackman at 408/761-1798 
or kbjsanjose@yahoo.com for more information. 

 

We look forward to having you join us on this exciting journey 
– Bon Voyage!  

Roses are red. Violets are blue. Shop & eat with eScrip, 

Temple earns $$ from you. 

  

Now that all the holiday shopping and partying is over, relax 
with a dinner out. Most eScrip restaurants are nearby:  
Antonella’s, Thea Mediterranean Cuisine, Vyne Bistro, 
Pauly’s Famous Franks N Fries, Una Mas Mexican Grill and 
Black Angus Steakhouse are all in San Jose. In Campbell, 
try Spread, Grill’em and Capers Eat & Drink. Be sure to use 
your registered credit or debit cards. 
  
Remember, when you use your registered cards at eScrip 
merchants and restaurants Temple earns a percentage of 
your purchases at not cost to you. It’s all automatic. Thanks 
to our 296 loyal shoppers, Temple has earned almost $2,300 
through November.  
  
eScrip's home page is www.escrip.com. If you are not already 
one of our 296 supporters, go to the home page. Temple’s 
ID# is 136985180. Register your credit/debit/Safeway cards 
or call me and I'll do it for you. Then you can have fun visit-
ing the Online Mall, eScrip Dining/Rewards Network and 
many more interesting sites. You can even book a cruise and 
receive eScrip credit. 
  
Lorie Kaplan, eScrip coordinator  408.267.4563 

Save the Date for the  
Sisterhood Membership  

Appreciation Lunch,  
 

Sunday, February 23, 2014  
from 1:00-3:00 pm  

in the Temple House. 
 

For more information,  
contact wote@templesanjose.org  
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Congregants in Action Preschool 

We have kicked 2014 off to a running start! Over the winter 
break our preschool received a renovation. We have new 
paint, new carpet, new tile floors and beautiful coat hooks! 
The kids, staff and parents have been so very happy with the 
big changes and we love the fresh look. In January we also 
co-hosted a PJ, Pancake and Pajama drive with the Temple 
membership, the Temple clergy and the PJ Library. We ate 
pancakes, sang songs, listened to stories, made pillows and 
collected 68 new pairs of pajamas for kids in need. It was a 
special moving night!! 
 

Tu B'Shevat was celebrated with songs and planting along 
with special stories.   
 

As we enter into February we are hosting our Preschool Open 
House on 2/4/14 from 5-7 PM. We are currently accepting 
applications for the summer and fall of 2014 along with early 
registration 2015. Please contact me for a tour of the pre-
school and join us for our Open House. 

 

-Barbara Smead, Director 

I was running a quick errand at Pet Food Express on the way 
back from the movies on a Saturday afternoon. I have 3 dogs, 
2 deaf cats, and a beta fish, so my home is what I thought 
filled to capacity. 
 

Three Saturdays a month Pet Food Express hosts a DPS 
(Doggie Protection Services) adoption event, and I took a 
quick look as I usually do. In a split second I fell in love with 
Herbert - a 10 month old Jack Russell mix with blond wire 
haired and an awesome fu man chu.  But I said to  
myself that I couldn’t take another dog.   
 

The rest of the week I could not get Herbert out of my head, 
so I contacted DPS and they told me I would have to wait for 
Saturday.   
 

I learned that, DPS is a 501(c)(3) non-profit, volunteer-driven, 
animal rescue organization. They do not have a kennel--all of 
their animals live in a network of foster homes from Southern 
California to Las Vegas to Northern California.http://
www.dpsrescue.com/ The fosters drive up from Southern 
California for the weekend to adopt out the pets. DPS saves 
dogs from being euthanized. 
 

I begged DPS to hold Herbert for me and I wanted to pay 
them even before I picked him up.  They told me they could 
not do that I would have to pick him up on Saturday. 
 

When Saturday came, DPS sent an email stating they were 
cancelling their trip and adoption that week due to the icey 
road conditions on the Grapevine between NoCal and SoCal.  
 

They advised they would be back in the bay area the  
following Saturday. There was a problem with Saturday  
because I attending the the URJ Biennial 2013 so it would be 
impossible for me to adopt Herbert, and since he was so cute 
and friendly, he would more than likely be adopted. 
 

On Sunday morning, I was emailing with DPS and told them 
I would fly to Southern California and take Herbert back with 
me.   
 

So at 2:10 pm, I arrived via Southwest at Ontario  
International in SoCal.  At 2:30 pm I met Herbert again and 
he officially became mine. We had a nice 7 hour layover in 
Ontario CA airport, were he was the center of attention with 
his energetic personality. 
 

After a week in his new home Herbert is happy, well  
adjusted, and his sister and brothers all get along with him. 
 

DPS is a most professional organization. Herbert came fixed, 
has all his shots, is micro chipped, and he was even wearing 
a cute shirt and had a collar and lead.   
 

They do wonderful work and the 
foster family was very kind, and 
really care about the home  
Herbert was going to. I had to 
complete an application, and it 
was followed by an hour long 
interview. Several days after  
Herbert was home with me, DPS 
emailed and called me to discuss 
his adjustment to his new home. 
 

I did my own doggie naming and 
his official name is now Herbert 
Samuel Rush. 
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Membership Member Highlight 

Each month we will highlight a current member and a new 
member.  Maybe you have something in common with these 
members.  What a way to make a new friend!!  Reach out and 
congratulate or welcome these members. 

If you would like to nominate someone for this highlight, 
please contact Pam Hoffman at member-
ship@templesanjose.org. 

   

 
NOW TOT SHABBAT DINNER IS ON US! 

Thanks to the generosity of our Sisterhood group, you don't 
have to worry. A delicious dinner will be provided free of 

charge following the Tot Shabbat service. Please bring a des-
sert to share. 

    Questions email membership@templesanjose.org 

Are you taking advantage of your membership at Temple 
Emanu-El?  As Membership Chair, I want to encourage you 
to take full advantage of the many ways to connect and  
become a part of the active community we have to offer.  In 
this edition of Connections, is information about upcoming 
programs, events, and worship opportunities.  Please join in 
to begin finding new friends and families to share your life 
events.  The more you participate, the more benefit you  
receive by making Temple Emanu-El your “home away from 
home”. 

Here are some upcoming ways to get connected: 

 New Members~Have you scheduled your “Tea with the 
Rabbi”?  He wants to know you and welcomes a personal 
time to share a warm cup of tea and chat.  Contact Mari-
na Ostraukhov to make an appointment soon!  mari-
na@templesanjose.org 

 Stop by and visit the newly renovated History display in 
the Temple House foyer and learn more about Temple 
Emanu-El’s being over 152 years in our local community! 

 Attend a monthly Baby Shabbat or Tot Shabbat to come 
together as a family and meet new friends!  Food is pro-
vided by our Temple Emanu-El Sisterhood to make it easy 
for families with children to attend. 

 Dance the night away at the Purim Ball on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 15th.  Dinner is included and the fun costumes 
make this an evening to remember! 

Your thoughts are important to growing our Membership.  
Please feel free to contact me with suggestions at member-
ship@templesanjose.org or 408-320-2409. 

Pam Hoffman 

Membership Chair 

Fun For Young Families 

Shirley and Dan Lee 
have been members 
for over 40 years!  
Their only child, Deb-
bie, celebrated her 
Bat Mitzvah, Confir-
mation, and was mar-
ried to Grant Michels 
(who Debbie met at 
Religious School) at 
Temple Emanu-El. 
Both grandsons, No-
ah and Leo, attend our Religious School and have celebrated 
their B'nai Mitzvahs.   

What is your favorite Jewish food & why?   Shirley:   
Blintzes--I loved the way my grandmother made them.  When 
I was in Lithuania with my daughter, I ate them every time 
they were on the menu--once for both breakfast and dinner.  
They tasted just like my grandmother's!  Dan:  Chopped liver-
-it tastes good! 

What book is on your nightstand?  Shirley:   I read two to 
three books at once!  Right now I'm reading Ken Follett's Fall 
of Giants and Phyllis Goldstein's A Convenient Hatred: The 
History of Anti-Semitism, which I highly recommend. Dan:  
The President's Club by Nancy Gibbs and Michael Duffy. 

What is your hometown?  Shirley:  Sacramento, CA.   Dan: I 
was born in St. Paul, MN but only lived there for a few weeks.  
Because my father was in the Navy, I lived all over the 
world….Norfolk,VA; Guam, French Morocco.  I finished high 
school in Oakland and met Shirley when we attended UC 
Berkeley. 

Elizabeth Friend, and her 
husband Nicholas, recently 
joined our congregation.  
They have two children, 
Edward (5) and Timothy (1). 

  

What is your favorite Jew-
ish food & why?  Latkes, 
made with shredded (not 
pureed) potatoes, topped 
with applesauce! 

 

What book is on your nightstand?  The Action Heroine's 
Handbook by Jennifer Worick and Joe Borgenicht (among 
several others - it's a family tradition to have multiple books 
on one's nightstand). 

 

What is your hometown?  Oakland, CA. 

Safari Family  
Movie Night 

Sunday, February 9, 2014 

4:00—6:00 PM 

$5/person cover 

Hot Dogs • Popcorn • Soda • Safari Jumphouse too!! 

We will have a Safari themed movie in our Temple House.  
Bring comfortable chairs or beanbags to sit in.   
All ages WELCOME…..bring a friend!  Open to Non-Members. 

 February 21 at 6:00 PM 
These brief services for families with 

young children, are led by Rabbi 
Magat and Cantor Simerly and fea-
ture upbeat songs, a short story, 
and a talk with the Rabbi on the 

bimah  
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Programs 

 Yoga Shabbat 

Saturday, February 1, 2014 

10:00 AM in the Temple House 

Honor Shabbat with a mellow Yoga practice 
sponsored by Temple Emanu-El Sisterhood.  Explore themes 
from the week’s Torah portion while moving to prayers and 
meditations set to world beat music.  Join members of Temple 
Emanu-El on your mat to embrace the sweetness of the  
Sabbath.  Accessible to all adults, new and experienced Yogi’s 
of all ages! Bring water and a yoga mat or towel. Chairs are 
welcome too!!  

Adult Education Cont. 

Modern Israel 
Sundays at 11:30 AM beginning February 23 
Instructor: Rabbi Dana Magat 

During the 63 years since Israel’s independence from  
England, what has been going on in this tiny nation? What 
was happening in Israel long before she became a sovereign 
nation? Through discussion we’ll explore some of the major 
themes of Israel’s history. We will look at some of the politics, 
people and religious links through the ages. This course is 
free and designed for anyone interested in Israel! 

A Women’s Health Workshop and lectures featuring local medical and health professionals for women in their 40’s - 60’s. Join us 
for a day of health promotion and education that will help improve the quality of life for women.  

$18 Online • $25 at the Door  Light Refreshments • Open to the Community Register online at www.templesanjose.org 

Temple Emanu-El~Great Getaways! 

Sunday, March 30, 2014 

12:45PM—7:15PM 

$20 Temple Emanu-El members 

$35 Non-members 

 

Join us for an afternoon trip to the  
Walt Disney Family Museum in San 
Francisco.  We will have a docent led tour 
of the current exhibits.  Transportation 
will be provided on a private bus.  No-host 
dinner not included.  RSVP by 3/15/14 
online at www.templesanjose.org, under 
Register for Programs Here. 

Schedule of Lectures: 
1:00PM - 1:45PM: Keynote Address~Jennifer Ragazzo, MD 

 

**Each Participant will select one lecture to attend per session at the Workshop 
 

**Session I 2:00PM - 2:45PM 
Lecture 1: Sexuality & Self-Image 
Lecture 2: New Developments in Women’s Health ~Jennifer Rag-
azzo, MD Obstetrics & Gynecology, Kaiser Permanente Medical 
Group 
Lecture 3: Healthy Living for Our Hearts~Catherine Collings, MD, 
FACC Medical Director, Cardiac & Pulmonary Wellness Center, El 
Camino Hospital 

 

**Session II 3:00PM - 3:45PM 
Lecture 4: Enhancing Midlife Sleep~Tony Masri, MD 
Medical Director of Sleep Disorders Center, El Camino Hos-
pital 
Lecture 5: HRT & Alternative Remedies~Jennifer Ragazzo, 
MD Obstetrics & Gynecology, Kaiser Permanente  
Lecture 6: Journey to Health: Emotional & Spiritual  
Healing~Marcy Lidtke, RN Nurse Practioner in  
Psychiatry, San Jose Main Jail & Elmwood 

Catalysts For Change: Exploring Jewish Contributions 
Past and Present 

Hollywood Spies: Jewish Infiltration of Nazi and  
Pro-Nazi Groups in Los Angeles 

Sunday, February 23. 2014 

10:30AM—12:00PM 

From 1933-1945, the executives of the motion picture indus-
try funded a covert fact-finding operation to collect evidence 
of Nazi sedition in Los Angeles.  Join the lecture that will pre-
sent new research on Jewish Hollywood's fight against Na-
zism in the United States in the 1930's.  

Lecture Series co-sponsored by Temple Emanu-El and 
Lehrhaus Judaica 

Generously underwritten by Dan and Shirley Lee 
Individual Classes: $18 

Register online at www.lehrhaus.org 
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L’dor V’dor Legacy Society We Remember (Continued) 

Those who have died recently 

And those we have lost in years past: 
February 7 (7:15 PM)  

Alfred Sabinsky, Alice Emrich, Anna Macdonald, Beatrice 
May, Belle Aronowitz, Benjamin Marcus, Bernice Blaustein, 
Bernie Stern, Beverley Strong, Chris Koga, Claire Messinger, 
Clara Cohen, Cora Ravizza, David Saxon, Dr. Alexander 
Rogozen, Dr. Benno Lowy, Elaine Rubenstein, Ellen Bonne-
ma, Frances Etta Meyerson, George H. Barnett, Gloria Wall, 

Harold Siegel, Harry Berman, Hi-chan Katzman, Ida Dishot-
sky, Isaac Oppenheimer, Joseph Gordon, Joseph Lutvak, 
Julia Levin, Julius Stein, Larry Barko, Lawrence Lieberman, 

Leonard Baker, Leonard Roellig, Lettie Bergstrom, Lucille 
Medeiros, Marcia Goldfarb, Maurice Baruch Gluckman, May-
er Zeidenweber, Mella S. Rauer, Nanette Osiel Weintraub, 
Rachel Muslin, Rose Genkin, Rueben Kulakofsky, Samuel 
Blaustein, Stanley Goldman, Stanley Turnbull 

 

February 14 (7:30 PM)  

Albert Miller, Alexander Faverman, Ann Sibby, Belle Segal-
Katz, Cameron Zwern, Charles Polansky, Daniel Cunning-
ham, Dr. Sanford Pelz, Frank Schwartz, Gail Lutvak, Helene 
Graff, Henry I. Weinstein, Herman Rodoff, Hugo Matzner, Ir-
vin Rubenstein, Jeanette Lutvak, Jerrold Levitt, Jon 
Gassman, Joseph Harry Berg, Julia Lukes, Lee Robert Silver-
man, Lillian R. Ackerman, Mae Brash, Mark Hammer, Mar-
sha Lax, Pauline Katz Senders, Ralph Lawrence Gibson, 
Roslyn Stein Novak, Sadie Lavin, Sadye Gizang, Shirley Lev-
ine, Sylvia Goldberg, Sylvia Lane, Theodore Lavin, Thomas 
Mahoney, Violet Landers, Yetta Broder, Yetta Konits 

 

February 21 (7:30 PM)  

Abraham Katz, Allan Weinstein, Ann Sogolow, Anna Hirsh, 
Betty Burton, Betty Rinsler, Cissi Carl, Daviene Shklar, Doro-
thy Goldfarb, Elsie Saul, Florence Carol Gambord-Avrech, 
Freda Brahin Goldeen, Frederick Bass, Gerald Grayson, Har-
old Leroy Barnes, Harry Miller, Helena Schwalbe, Henrietta 
Mintzer, Irma Hartfield, Irving Friedman, Irving Gendzel, Ir-
ving Kotlier, Isadore Rosenthal, Joseph Garshon, Leon Grant, 
Lillian Avrech, Lillian Hayfer, Mae Siegel, Marty Schwartz, 
Mary Ann Kaisel, Mary Samuels Levy, Miriam Rohan Resnick, 
Mollie Dorf, Mollie Shragge, Mollye Blumstein, Norman Saul, 
Paul Hayfer, Philip Freiberg, Reena Preis, Robert Brody, Rob-
ert Krandel, Sam Mintzer, Shirley Rosner, Sofia Yampolsky, 
Sydney B. Davis, Sylvia Lurie 

 

February 28 (6:30 PM)  

Adolf Meyerson, David Nathan, Eve Rosenthal, Fe Pangilinan, 
Flossie Krandel, George Samuel Abelson, Harry Hirsch, Helen 
Faverman, Herb Slavit, Hilda Rosenberg, Irene Bernard, 
Jackie Feigon, Jacob Myers, Louis Osiel, Louise Manning, 
Marcia Morris, Meyer Novak, Mollie Thailer, Morris Saslaw 
Nathaniel Ratner, Rose Zacker, Samuel Rubin Schorr, Sarah 
Golden Roy, Sarah Herd Miller, Sarah Prymak, Sid Silverman, 
Stanley Schneider 

From Richard and Eleanor Rusnak 

 

Step up and join approximately 35 of your fellow Temple 
Emanu-El congregants in joining the L’dor V’dor Legacy  
Society. 

 

We came to California from Chicago in 1965 with 2 small  
children and a second hand car. Joining Temple Emanu-El 
made an immediate difference in our lives. We feel fortunate 
to have had such wonderful Rabbis .. from Rabbi Joe to Rabbi 
Dave and now, of course, Rabbi Hugs. 

 

Because we were building our business and both of us 
worked long hours we weren't able to participate in Temple 
activities as much as we would have liked. Our Temple life 
revolved around our girl’s religious school activities. When we 
were on one of our trips to Israel and on a bus trip to the  
Sinai someone asked Debbie and Janet where they learned all 
the Yiddish and Hebrew songs we were all singing... Duh, and 
then the response ... In Mrs. Omel's choir!!! A highlight of 
their lives. 

 

On Eleanor's first round on the Temple Board of Trustees, she 
launched the initial round of Havarot, one of which still meets 
after 30 years!! We are so pleased to see its rebirth. 

 

The highlight of our Temple life was our "remarriage." We 
stood under our beautiful chuppah surrounded by Sue Ellen 
Haggerty's 6 grade class and our own children and  
grandchildren and still feel the joy of that day. 

 

Eleanor is completing her second round on the Board having 
served under outstanding Presidents from Lee Axelrad to Jeff 
Hoffman. Richard enjoys serving on the Endowment  
Committee, meeting with his peers and working with our  
exceptional Temple Administrator, Kama Fletcher. 

 

We urge you all to keep the Temple vibrant by stepping 
through L’Dor and join us in making provisions in your will 
for the future of Temple Emanu-El... May it be God's Will...  

Andrew Johnson, friend of Robin Hurwitz 
Ronald Timpson, husband of Sue Timpson and father of 
Richard Timpson 
Robert Hoffman, father of Carol Hoffman and grandfather of 
Denise Moreno and Kristina Fernandez 

Sylvia Watson, grandmother of Stephanie Pollock 
Harry Erlichman, cousin of Mort Berlant 
Dick Powell, step-father of Patty Dworkin 

Ellen Terrell, mother of Mark Tannen 
Robert Pollack, husband of Wanda Pollack 

Lilyan Stavis, mother of Steve Stavis and ex-mother-in-law 
of Gloria Melmon Ascher 

Frederick Malter, father of Michael Malter 
Blanche Schwartz, mother of David Schwartz and Joseph 

Schwartz 
Marcia Lanni, cousin of Bunny Fisher 
Dr. Gary Katz, husband of Janet Katz 

Evelyn Berman, wife of Aaron Berman 
John Fernandez, father of Denise Moreno and Kristina  

Fernandez and ex-husband of Carol Hoffman 

We Remember  

Those who have died recently 
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Oneg Sponsors Mazel Tov and Todah Rabah 

Purim is Next Month so Save These Dates 

Mazel Tov to Becca Pele, granddaughter of Richard and  
Eleanor Rusnak, for her continued involvement in the Jewish 
community.  She has been working at the J every summer for 
camp, volunteering at the preschool and at the after school 
program at Yavneh Day School. 
 

Todah Rabah to Denise Moreno for conducting an awesome 
workshop on Social Media. 
 

Todah Rabah to Loui Tucker for the wonderful Israeli Dance 
class offered twice a month. 
 

Todah Rabah to Jamie Gold for ongoing design and layout of 
many flyers and invitations. 
 

Todah Rabah to Rebekah Sechrist for your wonderful leader-
ship of the monthly Baby Shabbat. 
 

Todah Rabah to Arlene Williams, Andrea Laber, Kama Fletch-
er, Stephanie Pollock, Pam Hoffman for representing Temple 
Emanu-El at the Chanukah at Santana Row event and deco-
rating over 350 cookies with the children!! 
 

Todah Rabah to Edye Stein, Rebekah Sechrist, Suzanne Boxer
-Gassman, Bobi Levine, Pam Hoffman, Arlene Williams, Julie 
Schnitzer for helping at the PJ’s and Pancakes event and cook-
ing pancakes for over 60 families. 
 

Todah Rabah to Ivan Aronson for his work on the cottage.. 

December 6 - families of Hebrew Dalet and Grade 7 families, 
as well as the family and friends of Rachael Tucker in honor 
of her Bat Mitzvah. 
 

December 13 - Michelle Tidwell in memory of her mother 
Melitta Tidwell, Sandi and Burt Epstein in memory of their 
daughter, Marcy Epstein Wolff and Burt's mother, Ida  
Epstein. 
 

December 20 - Mark and Bette Emanuel in honor of Mark's 
birthday, Carol Hoffman, Lori Rush in honor of Deborah  
Zimmer, Richard Sogg, Gia and Harry Schneider and Temple 
Emanu-El Sisterhood.          
   
December 27 - Joel Osias, Richard and Doris Davis, 
Maureen and Russel Schneider and Sisterhood of Temple 
Emanu-El. 
 

January 3 - David Hirsch, Judy Levy, Cantor Meeka Simerly. 
 

January 10 – David Hirsch, Temple Emanu-El  
 

January 17 – Abe Livchitz, Lynda Chase, Michel & Francoise 
Cohen-Hadria  
 

January 24 -  Richard & Doris Davis, Janis Decker, Douglas 
& Edith Pollock Kerr  
 

January 31 – Morton & Marilyn Leiter, Joel Osias, Wayne & 
Iva Rose  
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Donations received Novemer 18 - January 7 
 
GENERAL FUND 
In memory of 
Flora Fishoff  
  Julie Baxter  
  Katherine Hansen & Henry Hansen  
Robert Pollack 
  Marilyn & Charles Jacobs  
  Ruth Krandel  
Ellen Tannenbaum Terrell  
  Mitzi Sapper  
  Sandy & Burt Epstein  
  Selma Karchem  
  Gail & Phil Simons  
  H. Ogden & Rose Lilly  
Eric & Nella Hoffman  
  Carol & Kenneth Hoffman  
Melitta Tidwell  
  Michelle Tidwell  
Dr. Marcy Epstein Wolff  
  Sandy & Burt Epstein 
Ida Epstein  
  Sandy & Burt Epstein 
Maxwell Ibsen  
  Helen Ibsen 
Jacob Zarchin  
  Golda Miller  
Andrew Boxer  
  Gerald & Suzanne Boxer Gassman 
Belle Ladowitz  
  Annette & Steve Ladowitz  
Mary Leon  
  Arlene & Steve Greenberg  
Harry Yaffee  
  Bobi & Ray Levine  
Ruth Yaffee  
  Bobi & Ray Levine  
Janice Perlitch  
  Bobi & Ray Levine  
Judge Martin Rothenberg  
  Bobi & Ray Levine  
Mark Leon  
  Arlene & Steve Greenberg  
Eugene Weiss  
  Arlene & Steve Greenberg  
Zelda Heitner 
  Arlene & Steve Greenberg  
Ben & Lillian Avrech 
  Gloria Avrech  
Dr. Gary Katz  
  Joan & Marvin Fox  
In appreciation of 
Dan & Shirley Lee  
  Jan & Ed Austin 
Get well wishes to 
Sid Rosenberg  
  Sandy & Burt Epstein  
Gene Alberts 
  Sandy & Burt Epstein  
Donation 
Harriet Siegel  
Kumi & Tim Widman 
 
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
In memory of  
Cecil W. Weintraub  
  Laurel & Eric Hassid  
Eva Walleston  
  Ginny & Manny Siegler 

Michael Fain 
  Doris & Sid Rosenberg  
William Gizang  
  Roma Green  
Ellen Tannenbaum Terrell  
  Anita & Jim Fenner  
Robert Pollack  
  Rita Loren  
Lilyan Stavis  
  Manfred & Gloria Melmon Ascher 
Helene Boxer Malek  
  Suzanne Boxer Gassman  
Jean Bernstein  
  Judith & Allan Bernstein & Family  
Murray Bernstein 
  Judith & Allan Bernstein & Family  
In appreciation of  
Rabbi Magat  
  Lorie Kaplan  
  Rosel & Irv Barowsky  
Get well wishes to 
Rabbi Magat’s mother  
  Roma Green  
In honor of  
Louise Greenberg’s unveiling  
  Beryl & Herm Greenberg  
Rachael Tucker’s Bat Mitzvah  
  Ilene & David Tucker  
Marjorie & Edward Cahn  
  David Cahn  
Thank You 
Deborah Zimmer  
  Julie & Jason Schnitzer  
 
CANTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
In Honor of 
Rachael Tucker’s Bat Mitzvah  
  Ilene & David Tucker  
 
ALVIN RAVEL GARDEN FUND 
In memory of 
Ellen Tannenbaum Terrell 
  Arlene Ravel  
Get well wishes to  
Gene Alberts  
  Arlene Ravel  
Burt Epstein 
  Arlene Ravel  
 
CAMPERSHIP FUND 
In memory of 
Sally Brennan  
  Pauline & Jacob Braunstein  
Bernard Becker  
  Maggie & Bob Cant  
Samuel N. Rubin  
  Pauline & Jake Braunstein  
FACILITIES FOR THE AGED FUND 
In memory of  
Oda Livchitz  
  Abe Livchitz 
 
JUDITH JURMAN OMENS CEMETERY 
BEAUTIFICATION FUND 
In memory of 
Ellen Tannenbaum Terrell  
  Libby Kass  
In honor of 
Arlene Jurman’s Special Birthday  
  Ruth & Robert Fox  

  Annette Sunshine  
 
MILTON FOX CAMPERSHIP FUND 
Donation 
Ruth & Robert Fox  
 
PHYLLIS MATZNER CAMPERSHIP FUND 
In memory of 
Ellen Tannenbaum Terrell  
  Fagie Rosen  
 
PHYLLIS OMEL JUNIOR CHOIR FUND 
In memory of 
Sam Handloff  
  Marilyn & Eugene Handloff  
 
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND 
In memory of 
Ellen Tannenbaum Terrell  
  Ethel Ress  
Esther Reiser 
  Ethel Ress 
Larry Barko  
  Barbara Barko  
 
BETTY RINSLER RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 
ENDOWMENT FUND 
In memory of  
Esther Reiser  
  Mildred Wolfson  
  Barbara & Mort Berlant  
Robin Rinsler Green 
  Mildred Wolfson  
  Barbara & Mort Berlant  
 
WEINTRAUB RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
In memory of  
Anita Faverman 
  Laurel & Eric Hassid  
 
SHANK-ROCKMAN SOUND SYSTEM FUND 
Donation 
Joseph Shank  
 
SUSANNE C. BLICKMAN ARTS & CRAFTS 
FUND 
In memory of 
Ellen Tannenbaum Terrell  
  Ginny & Manny Siegler  
    Margie Resnick Blickman  
 
PRAYERBOOK TRIBUTE FUND 
In memory of  
Robert Pollack 
  Joan & Marvin Fox  
 
TEMPLE EMANU-EL ENDOWMENT FUND 
In memory of  
Richard Levin  
  Syd Levin  
Rose Braunstein  
  Pauline & Jacob Braunstein  
Evelyn Berman  
  Joan & Marvin Fox  
Donation  
Richard & Emily Levin Foundation  
 

Thank You for Your Generous Contributions 
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Please Support Our Advertisers 

Home of Peace 
Cemetery & 
Mausoleum 

Monterey Hwy & 
Curtner Ave 

 

Call for an appointment 
to discuss pre-need 

arrangements: 
 

(408) 674-5867  
 

Founded in 1853 
Owned and Operated 
by Temple Emanu-El 

 

South Bay Area’s only  
Jewish-owned Cemetery, 

Mausoleum and 
Columbarium 

12772 
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Please Support Our Advertisers 

 

“It would be my  

pleasure to be  

your Realtor!” 

Mary Cohen 
Seniors Real Estate Specialist (SRES) 

Quality Service Certified (QSC) 

408.981.2955 cell 

In appreciation of your business and 
referrals, a donation will be made to 
Temple Emanu-El at close of escrow. 

LAW OFFICE OF DERRYL H. MOLINA 
Estate planning – Elder Law – General Practice 

Mediations 
SE HABLA ESPANOL 

 
1142 S. Winchester Blvd., Suite B 

San Jose, CA 95128 
408.244.4992 

Derryl H. Molina 
Attorney at Law   attderryl@comcast.net 

 If you would like to advertise in Temple Emanu‐El’s Connections, contact Kama Fletcher at kama@templesanjose.org. 

nancy@tvlwithme.com 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
      1 

10:00 AM Yoga 
Shabbat 

2 
9:00 AM Hebrew 
 
10:15 AM Judaic 
Studies 
 
11:30 AM Adult Ed: 
Death and Dying 
 
1:00 PM A Women’s 
Journey. The Middle 
Years: 40 and Forward! 
 

3 
 

4 
7:00 PM Board of 
Trustees Mtg. 
 
7:30 PM Israeli Dancing 

5 
4:30 PM Hebrew 
 
6:00 PM TJS (Teen 
Jewish Studies) 

6 
6:00 PM Ritual 
Committee Mtg. 

7 
6:15 PM Shabbatluck 
Dinner 
 
7:15 PM Erev Shabbat 
Family Service - Bet and 
Grade 3 

8 
9:00 AM Babies and 
Bagels: Baby Shabbat 
 
9:00 AM Shabbat 
Morning Minyan 
 
 

9 
9:00 AM Brotherhood 
Mtg. 
 
9:00 AM Hebrew 
 
10:15 AM Judaic 
Studies 
 
11:30 AM Adult Ed: 
Death and Dying 
 
1:00 PM Sisterhood 
Mtg. 
 
3:30 PM Safari Family 
Movie Night 

10 11 
DINING NIGHTS AT  
 
7:00 PM Oscars 
Discussion 

12 
12:00 PM Lunch and 
Learn 
 
4:30 PM Hebrew 
 
6:00 PM TJS (Teen 
Jewish Studies) 

13 14 
7:30 PM Rock Shabbat 
Service - Love Songs 

15 
9:00 AM Shabbat 
Morning Minyan 
 
7:30 PM  Dance with 
the Brotherhood Band 

16 
NO SUNDAY 

CLASSES 

17 
PRESCHOOL AND 
TEMPLE OFFICES 

CLOSED FOR 
PRESIDENT’S DAY 

18 
7:30 PM Israeli Dancing 

19 
NO WEDNESDAY 

CLASSES 
 

12:00 PM Lunch and 
Learn, Song of Songs 
 
7:00 PM Tikkun Olam 
Mtg. 

20 
7:30 PM Brotherhood 
Poker Game 

21 
6:00 PM Tot Shabbat 
 
6:30 PM Tot Shabbat 
Catered Dinner 
 
7:30 PM Erev Shabbat 
Service 

22 
9:00 AM Shabbat 
Morning Minyan 
 
1:00 PM Mincha, Tea 
and Torah 

23 
9:00 AM Hebrew 
 
10:15 AM Judaic 
Studies 
 
10:30 AM Lehrhaus 
Speaker 
Series:Hollywood Spies 
 
11:30 AM Adult Ed: 
Modern Israel 
 
1:00 PM Sisterhood 
Membership Tea 

24 25 
6:30 PM Fundraising 
Committee Mtg. 

26 
12:00 PM Lunch and 
Learn, Torah Study 
 
4:30 PM Hebrew 
 
6:00 PM TJS (Teen 
Jewish Studies) 

27 28 
6:30 PM Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service 

1 
9:00 AM Shabbat 
Morning Minyan 
 
5:30 PM New Member 
Dinner 

February 2014 ~ Adar 1 5774 
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Temple Leadership 

Adult Education  adulted@templesanjose.org 
Membership Commitment Dan Lee dues@templesanjose.org 

Facilities Uri Gottfeld facilities@templesanjose.org 

Marketing Edgardo Laber marketing@templesanjose.org 

Ritual Maggie Cant ritual@templesanjose.org 

Tikkun Olam Rich Albert to@templesanjose.org 

Membership Pam Hoffman membership@templesanjose.org 

Leadership Development Jeff Marsh leadership@templesanjose.org 
Religious School Committee Suellen Haggerty rscommittee@templesanjose.org 

Caring Committee Robin Hurwitz Caring@templesanjose.org 
Fundraising Committee Carol Hoffman fundraising@templesanjose.org 
Endowment Committee Marvin Fox endowment@templesaanjose.org 

Dana Magat 
Senior Rabbi 

rabbimagat@templesanjose.org 

Meeka Simerly 
Cantor 

meekantor@templesanjose.org 

President Jeff Hoffman president@templesanjose.org 

Imd. Past President Dr. Mike Cahn pastpresident@templesanjose.org 
VP Administration Andrew Weinberg vpadmin@templesanjose.org 
VP Membership Shirley Lee vpmembership@templesanjose.org 

VP Education & Youth Mark Cahn vprey@templesanjose.org 
Secretary Dan Winter secretary@templesanjose.org 
Treasurer Jim Heerwagen treasurer@templesanjose.org 

VP Marketing, Fundraising, 
& Leadership Development 

Edgardo Laber vpleadership@templesanjose.org 

Brotherhood President Jeslie Chermak brotherhood@templesanjose.org 

Sisterhood  
Co-Presidents 

Judy Levy/Melenie 
Pearson 

wote@templesanjose.org 

EESY President Isabel Haggerty youthgroup@templesanjose.org 

Rich Albert Maggie Cant Fagie Rosen 
Dana Brody-Brown Steve Krandel Alissa Meltzer 

Eleanor Rusnak Debbie Michels Enrique Guadiamos 

 Deborah Zimmer      

Clergy Board of Trustees 

Joseph Gitin, D.D. (z”l) 
Rabbi Emeritus 

Committee Chairs 

Staff 

Auxiliaries 

 

Operating and Tribute Funds: 
High Holy Days Campaign 
General Fund 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
Cantor’s Discretionary Fund 
Alvin Ravel Garden Fund 
Beverly Jordan Temple Beautification Fund 
Judith Jurman Omens Cemetery  
 Beautification Fund 
Lou and Clara Juren Library Fund 
Ralph Goldeen Library Fund 
Endowment Fund 
 
Religious Funds: 
Harold Cahn Prayerbook Fund 
Kenneth Gordon Children’s Prayerbook Fund 
Susanne & Maurice Tucker High Holy  
 Day Music Fund 
Ida F. Kragen Consecration and Caring Fund 

Youth Funds: 
Religious School Fund 
Religious School Enrichment Fund 
Betty Rinsler Religious School  
 Endowment Fund 
Weintraub Religious School Scholarship Fund 
Campership Fund 
Leonard and Bernice Gaon Campership Fund 
Michael Elman Campership Fund 
Milton Fox Campership Fund 
Phyllis Matzner Campership Fund 
Israel Scholarship Fund 
Susanne C. Blickman Arts and Crafts Fund 
 
Cultural Funds: 
Choir Fund 
Phyllis Omel Junior Choir Fund 
Bertram Berns Music Fund 
Shank-Rockman Family Sound System Fund 
 

Community Funds: 
Facilities for the Aged Fund (Chai House) 
JoAnne Salman-Tehrani Homeless Fund 
 
Other Tribute Opportunities: 
$36 - Prayerbook Tribute 
$218/$500/$750 - Tree of Life  
Leaf/small/large rock 
$500 - Sanctuary Chair Plaque 
$750 - Memorial Plaque (in sanctuary foyer) 
 
Opportunities in Levin Learning Center: 
$5,000 - Stair Plaque  
$10,000 - Library Column Dedication 
$25,000 - Room Dedication 
 
Contact the office for additional opportunities. 

Making a contribution to one of Temple Emanu-El’s many funds is a wonderful way to honor your friends and family. You may 
make contributions in honor of a birth, birthday, brit milah, baby naming, Bar/Bat Mitzvah, confirmation, graduation, 

engagement, wedding, anniversary, promotion, new home, special occasion or just because. You may also make contributions 
for get-well wishes, condolence, remembrance and yarzeits. 

Kama Fletcher 
Executive Director 

kama@templesanjose.org 
408-292-0939 ext. 233 

Barbara Smead 
Preschool Director 

barbara@templesanjose.org 
408-293-8660 
#434404443 

Josh Mason-Barkin 
Director of Congregational Learning 

408-292-3223 
josh@templesanjose.org 

Wayne Rose 
Cemetery Administrator 

408- 674-5867  
cemetery@templesanjose.org 

Stephanie Pollock 
Communications and Facility 

Director 
stephanie@templesanjose.org 

408-292-0939 ext. 234 

Marina Ostraukhov 
Administrative and Clergy Support 

marina@templesanjose.org 
408-292-0939 ext. 201 

Andrew Scher 
Bookkeeper 

andrew@templesanjose.org 
408-292-0939 ext. 235 

 


