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August 1: 7:58 PM 
 

August 8: 7:50 PM 
 

August 15: 7:42 PM 
 

August 22: 7:33 PM 
 

August 29: 7:23 PM 

August Service  
Schedule: 

 
Fri., August 1 

6:30 PM Sisterhood Shabbat Patio 
Service 

Sat., August 2 
9:00 AM Shabbat Morning Minyan 

 
Fri., August 8 

6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat Patio 
Service 

Sat., August 9 
9:00 AM Babies & Bagels:  

Baby Shabbat 
9:00 AM Shabbat Morning Minyan 

 
Fri., August 15 

6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat Patio 
Service 

Sat., August 16 
9:00 AM Shabbat Morning Minyan 

4:00 PM Bat Mitzvah of Heather 
Cherniss 

 
Fri., August 22 

6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat Patio 
Service 

Sat., August 23 
9:00 AM Shabbat Morning Minyan 

 
Fri., August 29 

6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat Patio 
Service 

Sat., August 30 
9:00 AM Shabbat Morning Minyan 

10:30 AM Bar Mitzvah of Adam  
Kotlier 

 
 

 

Connections 
Temple Emanu-El 

Meet Our Newly Elected  

 2014-2015 Board of Trustees: 

Andrew Weinberg, 
President 

Av/Elul 5774 August 2014 V. 78  No. 10 

Dana Brody-Brown, Trustee  

Mark Cahn, VP Education and Youth 

Maggie Cant, Trustee 

Matt Ghan, EESY President  

Enrique Guadiamos, Trustee 

James Heerwagen, VP Administration 

Jeff Hoffman, Past President 

Kim Jackman , Trustee 

Steve  Krandel, Treasurer 

Edgardo Laber, VP of Leadership Development 

Shirley Lee, VP of Membership  

Alissa Meltzer, Trustee 

Debbie Michels,  Trustee 

Melenie Pearson, Sisterhood President 

Fagie Rosen , Trustee 

Greg Turetzky, Trustee 

David Wiesner, Brotherhood President 

Dan Winter, Secretary 

Deborah Zimmer, Trustee 

If you would like to welcome the new Board of Trustees, share a  
comment, or ask a question, you may send an e-mail to 

bot@templesanjose.org 

Candle Lighting Times 
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From the President Kama’s Corner 
For my very first words to you as the incoming president of 
Temple Emanu-El, I’d like to say this: Thank You. I consider it a 
great honor to be asked to be your president and I appreciate 
the confidence you have in me.  I am deeply committed to mak-
ing our wonderful community an even better place than it al-
ready is and one that will offer something for everyone. 

 

For those of you I have not yet met in person, let me give you a 
little history. My wife Lynn and I have been Temple members 
for almost 12 years.  We are both transplants from out of the 
area - I from San Francisco and she from Brooklyn, NY.  To-
gether with our daughter, Rachel (now 10), we genuinely feel 
adopted by the Temple family, and it has been a great experi-
ence for us. Rachel has known the Temple her entire life as a 
result of her involvement with the preschool, religious school, 
and the member environment. As a result, she has a strong 
sense of her Jewish identity and community that we are very 
proud to see. Our involvement with the Temple’s Havurah pro-
gram, as well as other activities over the years, has given our 
family a tight connection to this wonderful place. We treasure 
the friends (we actually think of them more as family) that we 
have made over these years and are grateful for these mean-
ingful connections. 

 

And that word, connection, or better yet, engagement, I be-
lieve, is the key. At the time of our joining, the Temple had (and 
strove to provide) a combination of activities and programs for 
us to improve our engagement with other Temple members. I 
think, ideally, that’s what synagogues are really about - a place 
where we all have much in common, share a similar cultural 
history, and connect on more than just a superficial level.  

 

Today the competition for the mindshare of members (and par-
ticularly that of their children), is much more fierce than it has 
ever been. When I grew up, my original Temple (named Emanu
-El, by the way) also offered families a variety of opportunities 
to participate in the community and stay connected, but today it 
seems to be more difficult to stay committed as so many other 
activities compete for our attention.  However, the Temple 
offers a unique experience: a socio-cultural one, different from 
sports, dance or most anything else. The Temple’s objective 
must be to stay meaningful and vital in members’ daily lives, all 
while keeping one foot firmly planted in the traditions with 
which we grew up those traditions which we love and plan to 
pass on to our children. 

 

So with that introduction, I come to my vision for the Temple 
and its membership, something I call the Temple Emanu-El 
Experience. My goal over the next 2 years will be to focus on 
improving and broadening members’ experience with the Tem-
ple as a community, whether it be Havurah, the auxiliaries 
(brotherhood, sisterhood or youth), independent spiritual or 
other programming, etc. The wheels are already turning in 
many of these areas, but there is still much to do. In keeping 
with our tech surroundings, we can think of the Temple as our 
community portal, providing for our needs, and responding to 
our desires.  Together, we can continue to mold and remake 
the Temple into what we truly want for ourselves, but this has to 
be a joint effort - members and leadership. Your suggestions 
and opinions are key, so I encourage you to share them. If you 
have ideas to improve the experience, please feel free to email 
me at president@templesanjose.org. Your Temple Board of 
Trustees and I value your input on the road to a more relevant 
Temple community.  

 

- Andrew Weinberg 

July 1, 2014 marked the beginning of yet another new fiscal 
year at Temple Emanu-El - the beginning of my third year as 
Executive Director. How time flies! I have learned so much in 
the two years I have been here and am continually finding 
more knowledge to absorb - from the traditions and culture of 
Reform Judaism, to the nuts and bolts of cloud-based Temple 
databases & designing a Temple website - I am daily chal-
lenged to step up my game. And that goes for each member of 
our stellar Administrative Team (A-Team). We've had some 
changes in faces in the past year or so, and I thought it would 
be a good time to introduce and re-introduce the members of 
the Administrative Team: 
 

Stephanie Pollock, Director of Communications & Facilities 

Stephanie is the wind beneath my wings. She is a constant 
source of advice and counsel to me on all things Temple-
related. I can't imagine the office environment without her pa-
tient and compassionate personality. She is the team member 
to contact for booking Temple facilities for meetings and/or 
events, and she is also the person to contact regarding market-
ing & publicity for Temple-related events (e-newsletter, Con-
nections, advertising in community publications, flyers, invita-
tions, website, etc., etc.). She is a very busy woman! 
 

Andrew Scher, Bookkeeper 

Andrew joined the A-Team a year ago and has done a fantastic 
job of keeping up the Temple's accounts in our new database 
and in working closely with our offsite back-end accounting 
consultants. He is always thinking outside the box to help solve 
some of the challenges of a new database environment. He is 
the team member to contact with questions regarding your 
Temple account, or to make a request for reimbursements, or 
to make payments or donations to the Temple. 
 

Judy Benjamin, Clergy & Admin Support 

Judy is the newest member of the A-Team. She's been with us 
a couple of months now and is quickly learning the ropes. She 
is looking at ways to make Temple office processes more effi-
cient and we are all quite pleased to have someone with this 
skill set in the office. She is the team member to contact for 
making appointments with the clergy, for changes/questions 
regarding yahrzeits, for updates to your personal information in 
our database, and for any general administrative questions or 
inquiries with regard to Temple services & events. 
 

Erandy Herrera, Senior Custodian 

Erandy joined the Temple staff a few months ago and has be-
come a terrific addition to our custodial team. With many years 
of custodial experience under his belt, he brings new skills and 
lots of positive energy to keeping our facilities ship-shape. 
Please be sure to say hello when you see him around campus. 
And feel free to give him feedback regarding the facility. 
Erandy oversees our other part-time custodians, Gerardo Caba-
da and Anthony De La Rosa. We are grateful for these hard-
working men. 
 

And that is our small but mighty team! We are honored to be a 
part of Temple Emanu-El's unique and diverse community.  
 

Please keep in mind that on Mondays, while the A-Team is hard 
at work in the Temple office (working on what I call "heads-
down" projects - the kind where you need to really focus to 
complete successfully), we do keep the phones forwarded to 
voicemail and are generally closed to the public. Of course the 
clergy emergency contact numbers are given in the voicemail 
greeting so any true emergencies will be dealt with on  
Mondays and any other day of the week. We appreciate your 
understanding of the office staff's need to manage our time & 
projects efficiently. Calls/emails received on Mondays will be  
returned promptly on Tuesday if not sooner. 
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Rosh Chodesh Sisterhood 
Sisterhood held a very successful Donor Lunch in June.  
Maggie Newman was honored with the Woman of Valor Award 
and Margie Goodman received the Lee Axelrad Malich Award. 

 

Thank you to our amazing committee: Invitations & Mailing:  
Judy Levy, Melenie Pearson, Anita Mederios,  RSVP & Seating: 
Bette Myers, Rita Loren, Harriet Reisner, Janet Wood, Raffle/
Auction: Janis Decker, Rachel Decker, Lorie Kaplan, Shari 
Kaplan Witascheck, Judy Levy, Anita Medeiros, Janet Wood,  

On-Line Auction: Anita Medeiros. 

 

We also thank those companies and congregants (and hope 
you will too) whose donations and contributions helped make 
this Donor Luncheon successful and special.  We apologize to 
any who may have been omitted. 

 

Addison-Penzak JCC, Almaden Valley Athletic Club, Affordable 
Treasures, Anita Medeiros, Audrey Wong, Bella James Bou-
tique, Bernice Gaon, Bobi Levine, Byington Winery,California 
Theatre Center,Charlie's Cheese Cake Works, Children’s Dis-
covery Museum, Country Inn, Domaine Jacques Prieu, Gladys 
Chandler, History San Jose Museum, Hobee's Restaurants, Ja-
net Wood, Lorie Kaplan, JoAnn Shank, Judy Levy, J. Lohr Win-
ery, John's of Willow Glen American & Greek Restaurant,  
Lunardi’s, Melenie Pearson - Pampered Chef Consultant, Mint 
Salon & Spa, Muse Salon, Red Robin Restaurant, Rachel  
Decker, Safeway, Lawrence/Stevens Creek, Sisterhood Gift 
Shop,Target on Hillsdale Ave.,Trader Joe's on Almaden Expy., 
Temple Emanue-El, Traveling Tea Parties 

Sisterhood Cookbook 2014 
L’Dor  V’Dor: From Generation to Generation 

Filled with delicious recipes, heart warming stories, and pictures from our congregants 
 

                 Name:  
                  
                 Phone:  
                 
                 Email:  
 

# of cookbooks        x $10  Total $ 

Please make check payable to:  Temple Emanu-El Sisterhood 

 

Mail to:    Temple Emanu-El  

          Sisterhood Cookbook 

           1010 University Avenue 

          San Jose CA 95126            ** Distribution through the Gift Shop or at Services/Events 

Rosh Chodesh  

Tuesday, August 26, 7:00 PM 

 

In a small friendly group we meet at the home of Lorie & Shari 
Kaplan. We celebrate the festival of the New Moon, an ancient 
tradition, with ritual, music, meditation and prayer. This month 
we will celebrate and discuss Elul, a time to reflect, and Tishrei, 
which occurs during the High Holidays. Also, we will focus on 
“What is Spirituality?” and what makes us feel spiritual. 
 

We always have a wonderful time. Noshes are included. Rosh 
Chodesh is truly a sacred time just for women.  
 
Space is limited.  
 
Please RSVP by Friday, August 22 to Lorie, 408.267.4563. 
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The Brotherhood would like to thank Jeslie Chermak for his 
service to the Brotherhood as its president for the past year. 

  

As we embark on a new year I would like to invite the men 
of Temple Emanu-El to join the Brotherhood. Help us set a 
good example for the temple youth that we support by being 
involved. Be leaders in our community as we fund raise 
and run programs that benefit our members and the  
community at large. I am personally looking forward to seeing 
all of you at our regular meetings. These are held on the  
second Sunday of each month, 9:00 AM, in the Temple youth 
lounge (our next meeting is August 10). This will give you a 
chance to get to know us and see what the Brotherhood is all 
about. We look forward to seeing you there. 

  

Below is an example of one of Brotherhood’s recent projects, 
this one to support Temple youth: 

  

To Brotherhood from Matt Ghan, EESY President 
  
Thank you very much for the gift of a big screen TV for 
our youth lounge. It will serve as a great programming 
element that brings EESY members together to cele-
brate, have fun and be together in a Jewish environ-
ment. The youth lounge is now an even better place to 
have business meetings, programs, or just hang-out 
time for our Temple teens. This TV is more than a  
object, but a symbol of the relationship that EESY and 
Brotherhood have and continue to grow upon. 

-David Wiesner, Brotherhood President 

Brotherhood 

Brotherhood Membership Drive 
Men of Temple Emanu-El are making a difference for our  
community, for our youth and for ourselves. 
 
Our Brotherhood is more than a social club. Through Brother-
hood, men find inspiration by participating and being involved 
in our local Temple community and engaging in social issues 
and concerns.  We improve the lives of our members, our fami-
lies, our Congregation and our community, and provide 
a gateway through which young men become active in Temple 
life. 
 
We make a difference by providing educational, cultural, and 
religious programs, by supporting youth group and religious 
school activities, coordinating social action and religious activi-
ties, and by sponsoring social events where men can come 
together for camaraderie and support. 
 
Brotherhood needs your SUPPORT so join Brotherhood today! 
 
 
REMEMBER THE WORDS OF HILLEL: 
 
"IF I AM NOT FOR MYSELF, WHO WILL BE FOR ME? 
 
YET IF I AM FOR MYSELF ONLY,WHAT AM I?   IF NOT 
NOW,  WHEN?" 
 
Thank you, 

Mort Berlant  

Return this form with payment to: 
 

Temple Emanu-El Brotherhood 
1010 Univeresty Avenue 
San Jose,CA 95126 
 
 Dues Level  (Please check one) 
 

       □ $36 - Basic Chai 

       □ $54 - Macher 

       □ $108 - Mitzvah Maven 
 
 
Name:   

 
Home Phone: 
 
 
Address: 

 

Cell Phone:  
 
 
Email Address:  

Outgoing Brotherhood 
President, Jeslie Chermak 

passed the gavel to new 
Brotherhood President, 

David Wiesner. 

David Wiesner with the big screen 
t.v. that Brotherhood donated to the 

Temple Youth Lounge. 
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Preschool Religious School 

B’nai Mitzvot 

Happy summer from the wonderful world of Preschool! We 
have spent our summer creating our very own TEPS 
Beach.  From campfires (inflatable) to smores we have had a 
grand adventure.  Our school year begins on 8/25 and we are 
getting prepared for another exciting adventure.  We are  
already accepting applications for the 2015 summer and fall so 
please contact me for more information and a tour. 
Happy summer! 
 
Barbara Smead 

Heather Cherniss will be called to the Torah 
as a Bat Mitzvah on August 16, 2014. 
Heather is an 8th grade honor student at 
Chaboya Middle School in San Jose. She 
has a younger brother, Ryan. She enjoys 
reading, competing in gymnastics, having 
sleepovers, listening to music, and hanging 
out with friends.  Her mitzvah project was 
Cupcakes For Cancer, which is an organiza-
tion that raises money for cancer research 
by selling cupcakes. She has studied her 
Hebrew in depth this past year, as well as 
balancing her schoolwork. Heather looks forward to celebrat-
ing her Bat Mitzvah with her family and friends. 

Mark your calendars for our first day of Religious School on 
September 7th. 
 
We will kick the day off with our annual Back to School  
Pancake Breakfast sponsored by the Brotherhood.  Our  
teachers are working hard to get their classrooms ready and 
we are all looking forward to having our friends back. 
 
The day will conclude with a special BBQ lunch provided by 
both Brotherhood and Sisterhood.  We hope families will stay 
around and reconnect after the long  summer break. 
 
Rabbi and I are looking forward to running the Religious School 
together and are exited for a great year of growth.  Please 
watch for volunteer opportunities in the Religious school as we 
get closer to opening day. 
 
Happy Summer!! 

If you have not registered your child(ren) please make sure to 
do so by visiting www.templesanjose.org. We thank everyone 
who has already registered their child(ren) and we want to  
remind you to make sure that you have also renewed your 
Temple membership to make that school registration valid. 

Adam Kotlier, son of Stephanie Croce and 
Bernie Kotlier, and brother of  
Arianna Kotlier will be called to the Torah 
as a Bar Mitzvah on Saturday, August 30, 
2014.  
 

Adam will be starting eight grade at Uni-
versity Preparatory Academy in Willow 
Glen. He is a year round basketball player 
in AAU and is a committed team member 
of Team Elite of  San Jose. Adam recently was awarded his 
brown black belt from Flaherty's Kempo Karate school in East 
San Jose and is working hard toward earning his black belt.  
Adam is an avid reader and enjoys playing computer games 
while Skyping with his friends.  
 

Adam has enjoyed working with Rabbi Magat and Cantor  
Meeka for the past few months and is looking forward to  
sharing all he has learned with his family and friends. 
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Young Families 

eScrip Havurah Happenings 
New this month is  “Havurah Happenings,” a  

series of articles on what different Temple havurot  
have been doing lately.  

Our Havurah program helps Temple families form ongoing  
social groups and enjoy different activities together. The ha-
vurot themselves take on all different forms- single or married 
members, younger or older families, with or without children, 
etc.,., and try to best match members of generally  
similar ages and interests together to form these small groups. 
 
If you’re interested in joining this fun program, please contact 
Bobi Levine at bobilou5@gmail.com . New havurot are  
forming all the time, and some existing ones may be looking 
for new members.  
 
If your havurah recently had a fun event, send the details to 
Bobi so she can share it with other members in this great new 
section. 

Recent Havurah Happening-  
Welcome Summer BBQ and Pool Party, June 8 

To celebrate the beginning of summer, two havurot decided to 
have a joint BBQ and pool party, with all the fixings. The 
Mensch Bunch and Chai 5 havurot, and nearly all of their kids 
got together at the Saratoga Woods Pool Club (as guests of 
havurah members the Guadiamos and Tucker families) for a 
big bash.  There was great food, lots of pool time, water bal-
loon fights for the kids, and plenty of schmoozing for the 
adults. In all, it was a pretty big event with some 30+ people 
total. Everyone had a great time and agreed to do it again 
soon. Here’s a nice action shot of the group deep into the 
nosh. 

eScrip Summer 

 

Earn contributions while dining this summer. Two new local 
San Jose restaurants are Buckhorn Grill on Blossom Hill Rd. 
and Pearl River Restaurant on Lincoln Ave. Some favorites are 
Black Angus Steakhouse, Buca di Beppo, Una Mas Mexican 
Grill, Sushi Expo and Mountain Mike’s Pizza. Remember to use 
your registered eScrip credit/debit cards. 

 

eScrip is an easy, profitable, no-cost-to-you program that gives 
us back a percentage of your purchases. From Jan.-May this 
year Temple has earned over $843. Many businesses have 
dropped out of the program, such as Macy’s, Office Max and 
Whole Foods, so we have not been earning as much as in past 
years. However, Macy’s and many stores and companies, even 
Amazon and Nordstrom are at the Online Mall where shopping 
will still earn Temple eScrip credit. Visit www.escrip.com and 
away you go! 

 

Not yet one of our 298 supporters? Temple’s ID# is 
136985180. Go to the home page and follow the prompts to 
register your credit/debit/Safeway cards. When shopping at 
Safeway use debit/cash/check or gift cards to earn eScrip 
credit for us. Call me if you need help or have any questions. 

 

Lorie Kaplan 

eScrip coordinator 

408.267.4563 

THANK YOU to the Moreno 
Family for underwriting our  
recent Music CD, We Sing 
Shabbat (and other songs too) 
with 22 songs and blessings 
recorded with Temple Emanu-El 
Children and Cantor Meeka 
Simerly. The CD is available for 
FREE in the Temple and  
Preschool offices.  All donations 
received will be given to the 
Music Fund of Temple Emanu-

El.  Stop by to pick up a copy for your family.  Credits and 
thanks to:  Cantor Meeka Simerly, Staff & students of Temple 
Emanu-El Joseph & Rosalie Gitin Religious School, Teachers & 
children of Temple Emanu-El Preschool, Rabbi Dana Magat, 
Barbara Smead, Josh Mason-Barkin, Pam Hoffman, Jenelle 
Hoffman and Tre of Tap-Tempo, Inc. 

Attention New Members 

BABY SHABBAT 
Saturday, August 9  

at 9:00 AM 

 
Our popular Shabbat morning experience for children ages 0
-30 months! Little ones will enjoy a program full of Shabbat 
songs, Torah stories, tunnel and parachute play held in the 
Bickur Cholim Chapel.  

A bagel oneg will follow this fun-filled program, generously 
hosted by our Sisterhood. Siblings are welcome, and this 
Shabbat experience is open to the community!   

For more information contact Kristina Fernandez 
at kfern13@gmail.com  
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Each month we will highlight a current member and a new 
member.  Maybe you have something in common with these 
members.  What a way to make a new friend!!  Reach out and 
congratulate or welcome these members. 

Membership Member Highlight 
“I remember distinctly the Sunday morning that my mom 
came to me with the news that we would be joining Temple 
Emanu-El's congregation, and that my sister and I would 
begin Hebrew and religious school the following Sunday at 9 
am.  I had gotten out of bed at 11 that morning. I really was 
distraught over how my mom could take away something so 
important to me; my lazy Sundays.  

 

Eight years later, I stand before you here. Where finding my-
self with nothing to do on a Sunday morning just doesn't 
seem right, and where I could not be more thankful to my 
mom for showing me a home I never even imagined could 
exist. The gratitude is much more complex than that though, 
as this Temple—its members, its walls, its eccentric nature—
make up my Jewish identity and a large part of who I am 
standing before you tonight.  I believe in myself because 
Temple Emanu-El believed in me. I call myself a Jew because 
some of the best people I've ever met have come from the 
covenant of chosen people I've met here at Temple. 

 

When reflecting about how I'm moving on from all of this, it 
really doesn't seem like more than a year since that first Sun-
day morning. I've grown up here at this Temple, yet every 
time I step on its grounds, I feel like I'm nine years old again, 
and with a nine-year-old sense of imagination and youth to 
match. I’m still intimidated and slightly fearful of the Rabbi, still 
nervous to chant prayers in front of teachers I am now an aide 
for, still have my favorite bathroom stall, and still enjoy having 
my hair braided on the playground at recess by anyone who 
is willing. I'm excited to be able to return to Temple with a 
somewhat more adult perspective on the place, but to feel 
like I never left.  

 

So, as I get the opportunity to speak here, the thing I'm mainly 
trying to say is thank you. Whether directed towards the  
clergy behind me, classmates beside me, and Temple family 
members all around me, I'm so full of gratitude for this place 
which has shown me such endless love and has given me all 
I'll ever need to go forth and be a happy Jew because of 
what this Temple has shown me.” 

 

As told by Isabelle Haggerty at our Shavout Service for the 
2014 graduation class.  Know someone who might be  
interested in our congregation?  Introductions are always  
welcome at membership@templesanjose.org. 

Anita Medeiros remembers 
how she came to be a member 
of Temple Emanu-El: 

“When our second son (now 25) 
was born we were not affiliated 
with any synagogue so we re-
quested the services of Rabbi 
Plaut to do the Brit at our 
home.  He made all our guests 
feel so welcome.  He did a wonderful job explaining the mitz-
vah to Bill's side of the family (and included his parents in the 
ceremony) and our non-Jewish friends.  We really liked Rabbi 
Plaut and were considering joining, however, I was still under 
the same impression that I had formed about Temple Emanu-El 
from the 1960's.  I had attended services there once and it just 
didn't feel Jewish to me. One day when I was shopping, a cou-
ple approached me and started talking. They told me my im-
pression of Temple Emanu-El was incorrect.  They were so 
warm and friendly that they talked me into coming to an event 
and the rest is history.  BTW, the warm, friendly couple was Bar-
bara and Mort Berlant.  Over the years the Temple has gone 
through many changes, but the Berlants (and the other mem-
bers of Temple who we know) are still the same warm and 
friendly people they were back then.” 

 
Anita was named Volunteer of the Year at our Annual Meeting.  
She and her husband of 32 years, Bill, have two children who 
were raised in Temple Emanu-El; Ryan, 30 & Eric, 25. 

 

What is your favorite Jewish food & why?  

Many of my favorite Jewish foods remind me of my mom, my 
aunts, and my grandmother.  My favorite food, the Hillel sand-
wich, does not! I don’t remember ever eating it as a kid.  I think 
the sweet charoset followed by the bite of horseradish is what I 
love about it, plus we eat it at a time when we’re all together. 

 

What book is on your nightstand?   

City of Women by David Gillam (this month’s Sisterhood 
Bookclub book) 

 

What is your hometown? 

Philadelphia.  Bill is a native Californian. 

New members, Joshua and Caitlin Robinett Jachimowicz are local attorneys who met in law school.  They enjoy gardening,  
traveling and taking their greyhound, Stella, on walks.  Caitlin is currently a Commissioner for the Santa Clara County Parks and 
Recreation Department.  Joshua enjoys softball and volleyball. Caitlin has a background in music and theater.   

 

What is your favorite Jewish food & why? 

I love ALL food, but currently my favorite Jewish food is Hamentaschen because Caitlin made it 
for the first time for Purim this year and it was a hit.   

 

What book is on your nightstand?   

I am reading 11/23/63 by Stephen King.  Caitlin just finished The Fault in Our Stars By John Green. 

 

What is your hometown? 

Josh is from San Jose, while Caitlin grew up in Morgan Hill.  
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Facilities Update 
While High Holy Days seem to creep into our consciousness as 
the end of Summer nears, there is still one important, yet often 
forgotten holiday that looms: Tisha B’av.  The 9th of Av marks a 
number of catastrophes that have befallen the Jewish people 
over the last 2,000 years or so.  The most notable catastrophes 
that occurred on the ninth of Av are the destruction of both the 
first and second holy temple in Jerusalem.  The day is tradition-
ally celebrated by abstaining from food or drink. 
 
Tisha B’av is a perfect time to reflect upon Israel, its importance, 
and our dedication to our holy land.  Being a student and sub-
sequently working for Hillel during the height of the college 
divestment campaigns in the early 2000’s I am especially sensi-
tive to campus activism.  So, when I read an article in the J-
Weekly (April 11, 2014) about “Open Hillels,” I became con-
cerned. 
 
Hillel is an international Jewish organization operating on hun-
dreds of college campuses.  Part of their platform is unwavering 
support of Israel.   While students, faculty, and staff are free to 
criticize Israel’s policies, Hillel International forbids its local 
chapters from partnering, housing, or hosting organizations 
groups or speakers that: 1. Deny the right of Israel to exist as a 
Jewish and democratic state with secure and recognized bor-
ders, 2. Delegitimize, demonize, or apply a double standard to 
Israel, 3. Support boycott of, divestment from, or sanctions 
against the State of Israel, or 4.  Exhibit a pattern of disruptive 
behavior towards campus events or guest speakers or foster 
an atmosphere of incivility. 
 
At first blush, International Hillel’s policy seems harsh.  College 
is supposed to be about exploring ideas, and sharing points of 
view.   Students at Vassar, Swarthmore, and Wesleyan have all 
signed up to be “Open Hillels,” rejecting International’s co-
sponsorship policy.   
 
The problem is there are many campus avenues and advocates 
for expressing anti-Israel sentiment, but not nearly as many pro-
Israel options.  What these “Open Hillel” students fail to realize 
is the chilling effect of putting the Hillel name on a speaker who 
espouses hate for Israel or has a past of doing so.  Many Jew-
ish students are very aware that they are in the vast minority, 
and look to Hillel as the place to express their voice, especially 
when it comes to their homeland.  By opening its doors to 
those whose aim it is to delegitimize Israel, Hillel would effec-
tively tell the many, yet silent, Israel supporters that there is no 
safe place on campus to express their opinions of Israel. 
 
Thankfully, there has been another grassroots response called 
“Safe Hillel.”  Started by a conservative student attending 
Brandeis and a liberal at Boston University, the organization 
aims to connect Jewish students (no matter their political affilia-
tion) with their passion for Israel, and maintain a pro-Israel at-
mosphere at Hillel.   
 
Since American Jews, by and large, have diligently supported 
progressive causes in American culture we tend to think of in-
clusion being good by definition, and exclusion as bad.  In truth, 
we cannot make such simple delineations.  There is a point at 
which inclusion ends up undermining the safety that Israel pro-
vides us, and the safety that we provide for Israel and her advo-
cates. 
 
We should be intolerant of those who question Israel’s right to 
exist.  We should act swiftly to root out those who hold Israel to 
a double standard.  We should ferret out those who call for di-
vestment of Israeli companies for the mere fact they are owned 
by Israelis.  We should never have to endure being shouted 
down for our beliefs, and support of Israel.   
 
We should keep an open mind; but no matter where we stand, 
we should stand with Israel. 

Ritual Committee 
While summertime usually means vacations and relaxation, 
here on the facility end of the Temple, we are busy at work 
making our Temple Sanctuary a more beautiful and  
comfortable place to worship. 
 

Thanks to the generosity of two individual donors, we have  
exciting projects that are currently underway: 
 

1. The Sanctuary Air Conditioning Project  

This extensive project has been in the engineering stages for 
a year and over the course of the next six months will begin 
and complete the physical installation. You will notice some 
changes to the outside landscaping as we will be installing two 
concrete pads to house the air conditioning condensing unit 
and the transformer which will power the unit. These new  
additions will be tastefully landscaped during the final stage of 
this project. 

 

2. The Sanctuary Lighting Project 

The first phase of this project was completed a year and a half 
ago when the lighting over the Bimah was upgraded with the 
beautiful LED fixtures which currently provide the clergy, choir, 
and service participants with ample light.  

The second phase of this project involves the addition of 
improved lighting for congregants sitting in the audience. This 
phase will take some time to complete but the first step was 
completed this summer. The dome of the Sanctuary was  
painted a lighter color to brighten the room and provide better 
visibility for our congregants. This improvement will provide  
added functionality when the new lighting fixtures are installed 
in the next steps of this project. 

 

We are also very pleased to announce that thanks to the  
combined generosity of our entire congregation, our Bimah 
will be accessible to all by the end of the Summer. The Bimah 
Accessibility Project will be completed this summer and was 
paid for through fundraising efforts at this year’s Gala event 
and from matching funds from the Temple Building Fund. 
Thank you all for making Rabbi Magat’s special project a  
reality! 

 

Other improvements that have occurred over the last year are: 

 Converting the cottage to a rental property. 

 Installing new exterior lighting to ensure the safety of our 
congregants who visit our facility at night. 

 New podiums and Torah table. 

 New carpet, flooring, and paint in the Preschool. 

 Installing a wireless mesh system throughout the campus. 
The next time you are here and need internet access,  
connect via the TEE GUEST network by using the  
password welome!. 

 The remodel of the Clergy offices. 

 New carpet and flooring in the Temple House. 

 The Temple House foyer beautification project. 
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The High Holy Days Are Just Around the Corner 

Greetings in Connections Yizkor Book Listings 
GREETINGS IN CONNECTIONS 

Temple Emanu-El offers you a way to wish your fellow 
congregants a happy, healthy and fulfilling new year by 
including your name in our bulletin on the Rosh 
Hashanah Greetings page. Think of it as a New Year’s 
greeting card to your entire Temple address book!  By 
making a minimum tax-deductible donation of $36 per 
family unit, you will be wishing us all a new year filled 
with sweetness and joy, and at the same time, 
supporting your synagogue. 

This year we will also be offering the chance to wish 
your fellow congregants a happy Passover as well in the 
Passover issue of Connections.  By making a minimum 
tax-deductible donation of $65 per family unit, you will 
be wishing us all a new year filled with sweetness and 
joy and a happy and healthy Passover, while at the same 
time, supporting your synagogue. 

Your name:  

 
Your name/family’s name as you would like it to appear: 

___________________________________________ 

One: □ High Holy Days Greeting Only - $36 

       □ High Holy Days & Passover Greetings - $65 

Check #  

Or 

VISA/MC#  

 
Expiration Date_______3 Digit Security Code ________ 

(We appreciate your adding an addit ional 3%  
to cover transact ion fees. )  

 
Total Amount to be charged: $ __________ 
 

Signature 

 
 
 

                        PLEASE RETURN TO THE TEMPLE OFFICE OR 
REGISTER ONLINE AT WWW.TEMPLESANJOSE.ORG                                     
           BY AUGUST 18, 2014 

YIZKOR (MEMORIAL) BOOK  

The Yizkor (memorial) service, at the conclusion of Yom 
Kippur (as well as Shavuot and Passover), enables us to 
remember, in a communal setting, our loved ones who 
have died.  We lend merit to them by living ethically, 
morally, and Jewishly, and by being sensitive to those 
around us.  Traditionally, the formal expression of Yizkor 
is prayer (Kaddish), and donations in their memory 
(Yizkor Book). 

The Temple Emanu-El Yizkor Book is an opportunity to 
fulfill this mitzvah. 

 □ Full Family Page @ $236 (8 or more lines) 

 □  Half Family Page @ $118 (2-7 lines) 

 □ Individual Listings @ $36 per line 

Names of those to be remembered:  
(Please print clearly. Use additional paper if necessary) 
 
 
___________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________ 
 
Remembered By: _____________________________ 

 □ List should read as in last year’s book 

Phone: 

______________________________________ 

Total Enclosed $___________  Check 
#____________ 

VISA/MC# __________________________________  

Expiration Date________ 3 Digit Security Code 
_______ 

 □  I  agree to add an addit ional 3% to cover 

transact ion fees. 

Signature ___________________________________ 

 

PLEASE RETURN TO THE TEMPLE OFFICE OR 
REGISTER ONLINE AT WWW.TEMPLESANJOSE.ORG 

BY AUGUST 25,  2014 

As 5774 comes to a close please consider welcoming the new year by purchasing a greeting for the High Holy Days 
issue of Connections which will be published in September. We are also offering the opportunity to honor the memories 
of those who are no longer with us by purchasing a listing in the High Holy Days Yizkor book. For more information 
about High Holy Days services, tickets, and youth program, visit www.templesanjose.org. 
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Oneg Sponsors 
6/13/2014   The Dworkin Family in honor of Matthew’s Bar  
Mitzvah. Sandra Rosenberg in memory of her husband,  
Lawrence Rosenberg. 

6/27/2014  Gladys Chandler 

7/4/2014 Morton & Marilyn Leiter  

7/11/2014   The Marsh Family in honor of Benjamin's Bar  
Mitzvah. 

7/18/2014   Jake & Pauline Braunstein and Bette & Mark  
Emanuel in honor of their same date 50th wedding  
anniversaries. 

7/25/2014  Penni & Karen Henry, the Hess and Cohen  
families in honor of Carlee Hess' first birthday, John & Yvonne 
Nemec in memory of Ann Nemec. 

Mazel Tov and Todah Rabah 

Mishpacha Sheli 

 

A program designed for preschool aged children and their  
parents who would like a “whole family” experience.  We offer 
an introduction to Jewish values, holidays, traditions and  
customs through singing, storytelling, art, movement games,  
and cooking. 

 

***Children must be at least 3 years old by September 1, 2014*** 

 

Sundays, from 10:15 AM – 12:30 PM 

 

Class dates are 10/12/14, 11/16/14, 12/14/14, 2/1/15, 3/1/15, and 
3/29/15 

 

Cost:  $180 for Temple Emanu-El members  

     $210 for Community 

 

Register online at www.templesanjose.org 
 

Questions? Contact the Religious School at (408) 292-3223 or 
school@templesanjose.org 

“MISHPACHA SHELI” 

(“My Family”) 
 

Open to the Community 

Pre-K Family Education 

Sponsor an Oneg for a Special Occasion: 
 Birthdays 
 Anniversaries 
 Graduations 
 In memory of a loved one's Yahrzeit  

 
There are two ways to sponsor: 
 Bring 3 platters of food.  
or 
 Donate, and food platters will be prepared on your behalf. 

 
Sign up by contacting admin@templesanjose.org 

Tell us about your Simcha! 
 
We would love to share your happiness with the congregation 
so please let the A-Team know when you or your family are 
celebrating any of the following events: 
 
 Birth of a Child 
 Wedding 
 Milestone Birthday 
 Milestone Anniversary 
 Special Achievement 

Todah Rabah to these helpers at the Ice Cream Social hosted 
by the Membership Committee for all who attended the Rock  
Shabbat in May.  Edgardo & Andrea Laber, Shirley Lee, Bobi 
Levine, Pam & Jeff Hoffman, Steve Krandel, Melenie Pearson, 
Fagie Rosen, Arlene Williams and Deborah Zimmer. 
 
Todah Rabah for your wonderful help staffing the Temple 
Emanu-El booth at the JCC Music Festival in June.  Mimi 
Bloom, Maggie & Bob Cant, Janis Decker, Kama Fletcher,  
Ariela, Molly & Enrique Guadiamos, David Hirsch, Pam & Jeff 
Hoffman, Rita Loren, Julie Makutonin, Melenie Pearson, Fagie 
Rosen, Julie Schnitzer, Andrew Weinberg, Arlene Williams and 
Becca Wong. 
 
Mazel Tov to David and Randie Schwartz on the birth of their 
second granddaughter, Haylee Anne Schwartz. Parents are 
Brian and Tracy Schwartz. 
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RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
In memory of  
Judy Foxman 

Simona & Leigh Goldstein 
Stephen & Arlene Greenberg 
Rochelle Greenfield 
Ronald Mandel 
Ethel Ress 
Rita Loren 
Barry & Mary Cohen 
Schnitzer Family 
Helen Ibsen  
Joseph & Michelle Gabriel 
Robert Hersch 
Francine Rosen 
Ruth Krandel 
Manny & Ginny Siegler 
Lorie Kaplan 
Joyce Mendel 
Mitzi Sapper 
Mort & Barbara Berlant 
Marvin & Joan Fox 
Jason & Julie Schnitzer 
Wagner Family 
Butch & Laura DiSessa 
Seth & Maritza Silapasvang 
Jacob Lane & Julie Makutonin 
Jason & Rebekah Sechrist 
Thomas & Rebecca Wong 
Joseph & Michelle  Gabriel 
Robert & JoAnne Hersch 
Sally Ravel 
Albert & Estelle Kadis 
Robert & Rhonda Fraser 
Robert Applebaum 

     Temple Emanu-El Brotherhood 
     Wayne & Iva Rose 

Sandra Cohen 
Neil & Beverly Mendel 
Idelle Cagan 
Milton & Phyllis Rubin 
Margie Resnick Blickman 
Mark & Lynette Tannen 
Brian & Stacey  Guererro 
James & Jennifer Stuart 
Susan Cahn 
Joe & Marcia Riggio 
Bob & Maggie Cant 
Ken  Abrams 
Genevieve Dishotsky 
Walter & Harriet Saltzman 
Abe Livchitz 
Richard Sogg 

Carmen Rousso 
     Manny & Ginny Siegler 
Elsa Gordon 
   Helen Ibsen 
Rohi Sahim 
   Judith Stubbs 
   Ester Burton 
Karen Fox's father 
   Sally Ravel 
Rosalyn Appleabaum 
   Robert Applebuam 
   Jeffrey & Johanna Applebaum 
 

In honor of  
Oscar Panikoff 

Bill & Linda Mowry 
Bernie Bernstein 

Allan & Judith Bernstein 
 
CANTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
In memory of  
Sarah Gerston 

Rita Loren 
Ruth Miller 

Martin & Dawn Miller 
Alan Miller 

Rosalyn Applebaum 
     Robert Applebaum 
     Jeffrey & Johanna Applebaum 
 
GENERAL FUND 
In memory of  
Judy Foxman 

Jacob & Pauline Braunstein 
Bertram Berns 

Sarah Gerston 
Diane Fisher 

Nancy Wahba 
Jacob & Pauline Braunstein 

Ann Nemec 
John & Yvonne Nemec 

In honor of  
Sid Rosenberg’s 100th Bday 

Stephen & Arlene Greenberg 
Dan and Shirley Lee’s 50th Anniversary 
     Chris & Michele Eaton 
 
CAMPERSHIP FUND 
In memory of  
Ruth Rubin 
     Jacob & Pauline Braunstein 
In honor of 
Jake and Pauline Braunstein’s 50th Anniversary 
     Lorie Kaplan 
     Barbara Kristal 
 
MICHAEL ELLMAN CAMPERSHIP FUND 
In memory of  
Harry Pupkin 
Joyce Pupkin 
     Joyce Donahoo 
 
ENDOWMENT FUND  
In memory of  
Carmen Rousso 
     Marvin & Joan Fox 
 
FACILITIES FOR THE AGED FUND 
In memory of  
Bessie Pollack 

Wanda Pollack 
 
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND 
In memory of  
Eva Emanuel 
     Bette & Mark Emanuel 
Edward Fox 
Goldie Beesner 
     Marvin & Joan Fox 

In honor of 
Joshua Applebaum’s High School Graduation 
     Jeffrey & Johanna Applebaum 
Donation 
Rita Loren 
 
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL ENRICHMENT FUND 
In memory of  
Joy Morris 
     Barry & Mary Cohen 
 
BETTY RINSLER RELIGIOUS SCHOOL  
In memory of  
Ben Woron 

Mark & Bette Emanuel 
Donation 
Marvin & Joan Fox 
 
SUSANNE C. BLICKMAN ARTS & CRAFTS 
FUND 
In honor of  
Shirley and Dan Lee’s 50th Anniversary 
     Margie Resnick Blickman 
 
PRESCHOOL FUND 
In honor of  
Bobbye Gorenberg’s 80th Bday 

Shari Krandel 
 
BIMAH PROJECT 
Donation 
Abe Licchitz 
Leo Rinsler 
  
GAON CAMPERSHIP FUND 
In memory of  
Sarah Simon 
     Ethel Ress 

Thank You for Your Generous Contributions 

If you would like to make a contribution, visit www.templesanjose.org 
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Those who have died recently 

And those we have lost in years past: 
August 1, 2014 6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat Patio Service  
Lottie Berman, Rose Blickman, Alfred Brenner, Isidor Farber, 
Dora Fischer, Sam Fishoff, Fred Shalom Friedman, Samuel 
Gerstley, Freida Lehr Heidorn, Morris Jacobs, Rueven Jeffe, 
Julius Katzman, Helen Kerr, Janice Leshay, Victor Levine,  
Herbert Marchick, Solomon Miller, Rebecca Muscatel, Jerry 
Prizant, Mildred Rakovsky, Sarah Richards, Claire Rosenberg, 
Henry Rosensweig, Aaron Rosenthal, Abraham Salzberg, Fritzi 
Schaechter, Dr. Solomon S. Sogg, Mary Sokolov, Hippolito So-
to, Allen I. Stoll, Nathan Treister, Jeanette Waxman, Leah Yaffee 
 
August 8, 2014 6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat Patio Service  
Miriam Ayllon, Ruby Baker, Larry Berman, Maurice A. (Don) Ber-
man, Leonard W. Bloom, Millie Brisken, Marcus Brooks, John W. 
Christian, Solly Cohen, Fanny Emanuel, Peggy Forbes, Sarah 
Frieberg, Mimi Lewis Fuller, Ben Gambord, Charles Goldberg, 
Nettie Goldman, Henry Stadler Hammer, Esther Hoffman, Irma 
Silbiger Karpel, Daniel W. Kraus, Betty Lichtenstein, Conceicao 
M. Machado, Francisco Machado, Florence Marcus, Aaron 
Adair Markham, Mrs. Edna Novak, David T. Press, Morris Rins-
ler, Dora Rubin, Albert Saltzman, Bertha Silverman, Joseph Tan-
nenbaum, Eleanor Zurakov 
 
August 15, 2014 6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat Patio Service  
Sarah Asher, Mark Bach, Louis Dishotsky, Eli Enten, Marilyn 
Friedlander, Sam Gilman, Joseph Gitin, Irving Hoffman, Made-
line Louise Kaufman, Howard Kraten, Eva Leve, Morris Lovy, 
Sumner Magat, Naomi Mayer, Joseph Pintoff, Pauline Prizant, 
Jackie Radwin, George Rosen, Freda Segal, Harry Arnold Stern, 
Samuel Weinstein, Gigi Green Wicks, Jean Wiesner, Naomi B. 
Wolff 
 
August 22, 2014 Kabbalat Shabbat Patio Service  
Harvey Asher, Eleanor Berman, Jacob Berman, Irving M. Bern-
stein, Shirley Blauner, Suzanne Blickman, Natalie Borts, Robert 
Joseph Boxer, Ann Orloff Cahn, Lillian Chermak, Shlomo Cintz, 
Benjamin Fisher, Sydney Fox, Fania Galperin, Jennie Dove 
Goldberg, Muriel Goldberg, Annette Goldstein, Shlomo Hertz, 
Ruth Jeffe, Anne Kaplan, Harry Kessler, Sophie Krown, Bertha 
Krystal, Pasha Land, Edythe Litman, Kathryn Loeffler, Manjeet 
Makhni, Sarah Marcus, Isadore Messinger, Harry Meyerson, 
Bessie Renkosinsky, Marvin Rubenstein, Sarah Ruby, Isadore 
Schreibstein, Dr. Albert Sheinbaum, Abe Taitelman, Samuel B. 
Weinstein, Goldie Zasloff 
 
August 29, 2014 7 PM Kabbalat Shabbat Patio Service  
Jay Aronson, Anne Barnett, Mary Brenner, Belle Brown, Morris 
Chusid, Nathan J. Citron, Eileen Judith Cohen, Herbert Cohen, 
Lillian E. Davis, Edward Fox, Thomas Fox, Edward Gold, Shelley 
Gustason Malcolm, Ethel Harkavy, Sheila Heiman, Naji Ezra 
Helali, Joan Hersch, Frederic Kakis, Fred Karpel, Evangeline 
Kaufman, Mimi Lasner, Susan Moore, Nathan Primack, Eva Rez-
nikov, Roberta Mendel Rivera, George Rosenberg, David H. 
Rosenthal, Irving Satler, Sophie Schatten, Sylvan Siegler, Flor-
ence Silverman, Raymond Sommer, Pauline Kessler Stein, 
Charles "Bud" Sweet, James N. Walker, Bliema "Billie" Walters, 
George Weintraub, Louise Friedland Weis, Benjamin Weiss, 
David Werba 

We Remember 

Judy Foxman, mother of Rabbi Dana Magat 
Rosalyn Applebaum, mother of Jeff Applebaum 
Sherman Warso, father of Missy Marsh 
Eva Stanley, mother of Gigi and Debbie Stanley 
Sarah Gerston, mother of Nancy Gerston 
Robert Broder, uncle of Lori Telson 
Dorothy Segal, mother of Perry Segal 
Joy Morris, wife of Jeslie Chermak 
Walter Saltzman, husband of Harriet Saltzman and father of   
           Beverly Mendel 

VTA Daycation 

The Tikkun Olam committee has arranged with VTA to use 
mass transit to go to the Pruneyard for lunch and/or shopping 
on August 6. Jolene, from VTA, will meet with no more than 10 
participants at Temple at 10:30 AM for a half-hour explanation 
of the system after which the group will go to the Pruneyard, 
spend an hour or two, returning to Temple about 2:00 PM. 

 

There is no fee but RSVP's  must be made before Aug. 4 to 
Sheila Gold (408) 723-2120 who will also field questions. 

Tikkun Olam 

The “Vial of Life” is a program that 
allows individuals to have their 
complete medical information 
ready in their home 
for emergency personnel to  
reference during an emergency. 
This program is used to provide 
the patient’s medical information 
when a patient is not able to 
speak or remember this important 
information.  
 
These Vial of Life containers are being provided to Temple 
Emanu-El free of charge from Good Samaritan Hospital.  
They are to be placed in your refrigerator or if you wish in your 
car with completed medical  
information filled out and then placed in the vial.    

A sticker is also provided to be affixed to the front of your fridge 
or glove compartment so that in the event of a car accident or 
home medical emergency - the Fire Department, Ambulance, 
Police Department - can immediately see what your medical 
condition/prescriptions you are taking, what you might be  
allergic to  - then they can proceed with helping you.  

Thanks to the coordination of Fagie Rosen, these vials will be 
available in the Temple Emanu-El administrative office during 
business hours  and in the Temple House during the Oneg 
Shabbat. 

Vial of Life 
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Home of Peace 
Cemetery & 
Mausoleum 

Monterey Hwy & 
Curtner Ave 

 

Call for an appointment 
to discuss pre-need 

arrangements: 
 

(408) 266-4184  
 

Founded in 1853 
Owned and Operated 
by Temple Emanu-El 

 

South Bay Area’s only  
Jewish-owned Cemetery, 

Mausoleum and 
Columbarium 

Please Support Our Advertisers 

 
If you would like to advertise in Temple Emanu-El’s Connections, contact Stephanie Pollock at stephanie@templesanjose.org. 
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“It would be my  

pleasure to be  

your Realtor!” 

Mary Cohen 
Seniors Real Estate Specialist (SRES) 

Quality Service Certified (QSC) 

408.981.2955 cell 

In appreciation of your business and 
referrals, a donation will be made to 
Temple Emanu-El at close of escrow. 

LAW OFFICE OF DERRYL H. MOLINA 
Estate planning – Elder Law – General Practice 

Mediations 
SE HABLA ESPANOL 

 
1142 S. Winchester Blvd., Suite B 

San Jose, CA 95128 
408.244.4992 

Derryl H. Molina 
Attorney at Law   attderryl@comcast.net 

12772 

nancy@tvlwithme.com 

 
If you would like to advertise in Temple Emanu-El’s Connections, contact Stephanie Pollock at stephanie@templesanjose.org. 

Please Support Our Advertisers 
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Havurah Coordinator Bobi Levine havurah@templesanjose.org 

Membership Commitment Dan Lee dues@templesanjose.org 

Facilities Uri Gottfeld facilities@templesanjose.org 

Marketing Edgardo Laber marketing@templesanjose.org 

Ritual Maggie Cant ritual@templesanjose.org 

Tikkun Olam Rich Albert to@templesanjose.org 

Membership Pam Hoffman membership@templesanjose.org 

Leadership Development Enrique Guadiamos leadership@templesanjose.org 

Religious School Suellen Haggerty rscommittee@templesanjose.org 

Caring Committee Robin Hurwitz caring@templesanjose.org 
Fundraising Committee Carol Hoffman fundraising@templesanjose.org 
Endowment Committee Marvin Fox endowment@templesaanjose.org 

Dana Magat 
Senior Rabbi 

rabbimagat@templesanjose.org 

Meeka Simerly 
Cantor 

meekantor@templesanjose.org 

President Andrew Weinberg president@templesanjose.org 

Imd. Past President Jeff Hoffman pastpresident@templesanjose.org 
VP Administration Jim Heerwagen vpadmin@templesanjose.org 
VP Membership Shirley Lee vpmembership@templesanjose.or

VP Education & Youth Mark Cahn vprey@templesanjose.org 

Secretary Dan Winter secretary@templesanjose.org 
Treasurer Steve Krandel treasurer@templesanjose.org 

VP Marketing, Fundraising, 
& Leadership Development 

Edgardo Laber vpleadership@templesanjose.org 

Brotherhood President David Wiesner brotherhood@templesanjose.org 

Sisterhood President Melenie Pearson sisterhood@templesanjose.org 

EESY President Matt Ghan youthgroup@templesanjose.org 

Maggie Cant Fagie Rosen Dana Brody-Brown 

Enrique Guadiamos Kim Jackman Alissa Meltzer 

Debbie Michels Greg Turetzky Deborah Zimmer      
 

Clergy Board of Trustees 

Joseph Gitin, D.D. (z”l) 
Rabbi Emeritus 

Committee Chairs 

Staff 

Auxiliaries 

Operating and Tribute Funds: 
High Holy Days Campaign 
General Fund 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
Cantor’s Discretionary Fund 
Alvin Ravel Garden Fund 
Beverly Jordan Temple Beautification Fund 
Judith Jurman Omens Cemetery  
 Beautification Fund 
Lou and Clara Juren Library Fund 
Ralph Goldeen Library Fund 
Endowment Fund 
Bimah ADA Fund 
 

Religious Funds: 
Harold Cahn Prayerbook Fund 
Kenneth Gordon Children’s Prayerbook Fund 
Susanne & Maurice Tucker High Holy  
 Day Music Fund 
Ida F. Kragen Consecration and Caring Fund 

Youth Funds: 
Religious School Fund 
Religious School Enrichment Fund 
Betty Rinsler Religious School  
 Endowment Fund 
Weintraub Religious School Scholarship Fund 
Campership Fund 
Leonard and Bernice Gaon Campership Fund 
Michael Elman Campership Fund 
Milton Fox Campership Fund 
Phyllis Matzner Campership Fund 
Israel Scholarship Fund 
Susanne C. Blickman Arts and Crafts Fund 
 
Cultural Funds: 
Choir Fund 
Phyllis Omel Junior Choir Fund 
Bertram Berns Music Fund 
Shank-Rockman Family Sound System Fund 
 

Community Funds: 
Facilities for the Aged Fund (Chai House) 
JoAnne Salman-Tehrani Homeless Fund 
 
Other Tribute Opportunities: 
$36 - Prayerbook Tribute 
$218/$500/$750 - Tree of Life  
Leaf/small/large rock 
$500 - Sanctuary Chair Plaque 
$750 - Memorial Plaque (in sanctuary foyer) 
 
Opportunities in Levin Learning Center: 
$5,000 - Stair Plaque  
$10,000 - Library Column Dedication 
$25,000 - Room Dedication 
 
Contact the office for additional opportunities. 

Kama Fletcher 
Executive Director 

kama@templesanjose.org 
408-292-0939 ext. 233 

Barbara Smead 
Preschool Director 

barbara@templesanjose.org 
408-293-8660 
#434404443 

Stephanie Pollock 
Communications and Facility Director 

stephanie@templesanjose.org 
408-292-0939 ext. 234 

Andrew Scher 
Bookkeeper 

andrew@templesanjose.org 
408-292-0939 ext. 235 

Wayne Rose 
Cemetery Administrator 

408- 266-4184  
cemetery@templesanjose.org 

Judy Benjamin 
Administrative and Clergy Support 

408- 292-0939 ext. 201 
judy@templesanjose.org 

 
Making a contribution to one of Temple Emanu-El’s many funds is a wonderful way to honor your friends and family. You may make contributions in honor of 

a birth, birthday, brit milah, baby naming, Bar/Bat Mitzvah, confirmation, graduation, engagement, wedding, anniversary, promotion, new home, special 
occasion or just because. You may also make contributions for get-well wishes, condolences, remembrances and yahrzeits. 

Temple Leadership 


