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Connections 
Temple Emanu-El, San Jose CA 

April Service  
Schedule: 

 
Fri., April 4 

6:15 PM Shabbatluck Dinner 
7:15 PM Erev Shabbat Family 

Service - Alef and Grade 4 
Sat., April 5 

9:00 AM Minyan, Tea and  
Torah 

 
Fri., April 11 

7:30 PM Erev Shabbat 
Me’Sho’Re’RimService 

Sat., April 12 
9:00 AM Babies & Bagels:  

Baby Shabbat 
9:00 AM Shabbat Morning 

Minyan 
 

Tues., April 15 
6:00 PM Congregational  

Second Night Seder 
 

Fri., April 18 
6:00 PM Tot Shabbat 

6:30 PM Tot Shabbat Dinner 
7:30 PM Erev Shabbat Service 

Sat., April 19 
10:00 AM Shabbat in Nature 

at Uvas Canyon 
6:00 PM Sisterhood Seder 

 
Mon., April 21 

9:00 AM Passover Yizkor  
Service 

 
Fri., April 25 

6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat 
Service 

Sat., April 26 
10:00 AM PAWS Shabbat 
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Passover Greetings 

Congregational Second Night Seder 

“Let all who are hungry come and eat.” 
Help JFS collect and distribute Passover 
Food to families and seniors in our  
community. Food barrels will be placed 
March 19-April 7 at Temple Emanu-El. 

Passover Food Drive 

Are you a Temple member in need of a seder to go 
to on the first night of Passover? 

or 
Do you have a place at your seder table on the 

first night of Passover? 
 

If you answered yes to either question then we’ve 
got you covered! Contact Rich Albert at  
richalbert@comcast.net and he will coordinate for 
you. 

 חג פסח שמח
Chag Pesach Sameach: 

from: 

Allan and Judy Bernstein and Family 

Michael and Ruth Cahn 

Joan and Marvin Fox 

Marilyn and Morton Leiter 

Bobi and Ray Levine and Family 

Bobbi Lotman and Family 

JoAnn Shank and Family 

Reserve your seat online at 
www.templesanjose.org  

or  
return the completed form with 

payment to the Temple  
administrative office by April 8. 

Name: __________________________________________ 

 

Address: ________________________________________ 

 
_________________________________________________ 

 

Phone: __________________________________________ 

 

E-Mail: __________________________________________ 

 # of Temple Members ________ x $35 = $__________ 

 
  # of Non-Member _________ x $45 = $__________ 

 

  # of Seniors (over 65) _______ x $30 = $________ 

 

  # of Children (ages 5-10) ______ x $18 = $_______ 
 
  # of Children (4 and under) ______ = Free, we just         
                             need a count. 
                  
                               

                                                                Total Enclosed: $___________ 

Passover First Night Seder 
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Meekantor’s Kol Tuv 

In celebrating Animals Appreciation Week at Temple Emanu-El: 

How teamwork in our community saved a doggie’s life - A tale in three parts 

 The following story will warm your heart. 
Cantor: One day, our own Stephanie Pollock (A Team) came asking if we know of anyone who is looking to adopt a sweet  
Chihuahua mix puppy she found wondering in the street. Of course, I wish I could, but having 3 dogs, Dave and I could not  
possibly take on another puppy, but there was something I could do to try to help: I 
sent out the following note to our choir and other people in our community who I 
thought may be able to help. My e-mail said the following: “Sweet doggie on death row 
needs adoptive family...Our A Team’s Stephanie is trying hard to help this little one stay 
alive. If you or someone you know can help by adopting her – this can be your first 
Mitzvah for the New Year." 
Steph created a very attractive poster, with the cutest picture and a very warm note:  
 
Stephanie: One evening my wife and I stepped out of our front door to take our dog, 
Fritz, for a walk when we discovered two small, collarless, dogs laying on our front 
lawn. The younger of the two was very friendly and quickly ran to greet Fritz while the 
shy Chihuahua mix approached but stayed out of arms reach. After unsuccessfully 
searching the area for their owners, I used Fritz to lure the dogs into the backyard to be 
fed and bedded down for the night. The next day we took them to the San Jose Animal 
Care and Shelter to see if they were microchipped and/or reported missing. Neither 
were in the system and Sarah and I took them home for a week to foster them while we 
waited for an owner to claim them.  
 
When no one came forward, we were forced to take them back to the shelter (our land-
lord would not allow more dogs) but with the proviso that we should be called if a  
suitable home could not be found. The very next day I received a phone call that the 
young puppy passed his tests and would be able to quickly find a home but the Chihuahua mix did not pass the behavior test 
and would be euthanized if I did not adopt her. After spending a week with this sweet girl in my home, I knew that she had no 
behavior issues and was just scared in the shelter environment and would make a wonderful pet for a loving family.  As soon as I 
picked her up from the shelter, I began asking everyone to spread the word and thanks to Cantor Meeka I was put in touch with 
the Brody-Brown family. 
 
Brody-Brown family: We had recently lost our beloved cat, Julius, and we thought our dog, Daisy, would like a new compan-
ion. We were uncertain about whether to get another cat, or try for another dog this time, and uncertain how we would introduce 
a new animal to our high strung Daisy. When Shannon saw Cantor's email and the poster about the little doggie, it seemed like 
it was meant to be.  
 

We went to meet her, and found a scared but very sweet little Chihuahua mix. On the second visit, we brought Daisy,  
introduced the two dogs, and took them on a walk together. We were pleasantly surprised that the doggies seemed to get along 
together pretty well from the beginning. Shortly thereafter, we brought the little doggie home, and the kids named her Poppy. 
  
When we first brought Poppy home, she was scared of us, and ran out the front door a few times. Luckily we were able to  
retrieve her. She no longer tries to run away, and loves nothing more than curling up in our laps. 
  
It took the doggies a little while to get used to living together at first, but now they are buddies and they keep each other  
company during the day while we are at work and school. Our kids are crazy about Poppy, and so happy to have another 
dog. Poppy likes to snuggle and be petted and will eat just about anything. She is definitely a full-fledged member of the family 
now. 

Cantor, in conclusion - Sometimes it takes more than one person to save the life of a living being. Every act of loving kindness 
really does make a difference in our world. We hope that this story will inspire you to do your part whenever possible, and please  
feel free to share your own story of Mitzvah doings in our community, you never know who you may inspire. 
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Ritual Committee Preschool 

What if Passover Never Ended? 

As the seasons turn to Spring, most Jews look forward to one 
of the most celebrated Jewish Holidays, Passover, with a mix 
of excitement and dread. Excitement at the gathering of fami-
ly and friends for the joyful Seder; seeing loved ones is always 
dear. Re-visiting the special favorite foods we haven’t eaten in 
over a year, matzo ball soup, gelfite fish, macaroons,  Bubbe’s 
brisket; it’s like seeing old friends after a long absence.    
However, dread comes at the thought of 8 straight days of 
matzo and abstaining from khametz (leavened products) 
made from wheat, rye, barley, spelt, or oats.  How can I give 
up pizza, sandwiches, or my favorite breakfast food for over a 
week?     
 

But what if Passover never ended?  What if instead of only 8 
days, you had to give up khametz forever?  This is the case 
for me.  As the holiday approaches, I know I don’t have to 
kasher my kitchen for Passover, removing the khametz, as 
there is none there. For interestingly, the same grains that we 
are forbidden on Pesach: wheat, rye, barley, spelt, and oats* 
are the same ones that contain gluten. For people with celiac 
disease and diagnosed gluten intolerance, eating gluten caus-
es an autoimmune response that damages the intestines and 
causes other health complications. Going gluten free is not a 
trendy option to try, and abandon when the fad fades, like 
eating more kale. It can’t be given up as there is no cure.  It 
requires 100% total commitment for life. (*technically oats do 
not contain gluten, but most gluten-intolerant people have 
cross-reactive sensitivity and can’t tolerate them.) 
  

We Jews have a food for nearly every holiday. Our ritual is 
embedded with our cuisine. Our Shabbat services are often 
bookended by food; potluck before, oneg after. It can feel al-
ienating to someone’s special dietary needs. Personally, with 
almost a dozen food allergies/intolerances, a potluck or ca-
tered meal can seem  like a mine field. But to hide at home 
would be to miss out on all the rest of the experience. So 
when someone offers me challah  at an Oneg, I just smile and 
say “Please do a mizvah and have a bite for me- I’m allergic.”   
And you will definitely see me at the Temples 2nd night Seder, 
April 15. It is a fabulous celebration - the feeling of kesher  
with my Temple family, singing songs with Cantor, reading 
the Haggadah with Rabbi. It gets better every year. I wouldn’t 
miss it! 
 

To make the Passover experience meaningful for me, I am 
forced to approach Passover not as a holiday about food, but 
rather look for other aspects of ritual to bring home the holi-
day. Ultimately, it’s not about the matzo, it’s about our 
 people going forth from Egypt. It is a holiday of freedom. If I 
begin to miss those special foods, I focus on all the freedoms 
I am truly blessed to enjoy and realize I am lucky indeed.   

-Julie Moore for the Ritual Committee 

Our little friends are having a wonderful school year and they 
are especially enjoying all of our sunshine. 

 

March was filled with special activities including hamentash-
en baking and our Preschool Purim Carnival.  We held the 
event on a Friday morning and everyone came in costume.  
We were joined by many parent volunteers and Cantor Meeka 
for some fun games and a parade.   

April is promising to be just as special as we prepare for Pass-
over and then our special "Bring Your Pet to School Day".  On 
Wednesday, 4/23/14 our Preschool friends will be invited to 
bring their pet (real, stuffed or a picture) to school for a ani-
mal sing-a-long. In past years we have had dogs, fish, a tur-
tle, a tortoise, birds and hermit crabs!!   

Pictures and updates of our preschool can be found on face-
book at facebook.com/templeemanuelpreschool 

 

We have very few spaces left available for the Fall and we are 
already accepting applications for the Fall of 2015!  Please 
contact me for a tour. 

-Barbara Smead 
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Brotherhood 

Sisterhood 

My Big Fat Build-A-Bear Donation 

 

On February 23, 2014, Jazmine Phinick made a very fuzzy 
donation to the Temple Emanu-El Sisterhood Annual Appre-
ciation Luncheon. Every little girl or boy who attended was 
delighted to adopt a bear. Many grownup little girls did the 
same, or brought them home to a child or grandchild. In all, 
it was a heart-felt Mitzvah for Jazmine, who is in the 6th 
grade. 

 

Since her 2nd Birthday, Jazmine has been collecting Build-A-
Bears of all kinds. Her mother started traveling for her new 
business frequently when Jazmine was 21 months old. It was 
very difficult to be separated for a week at a time, so when 
they reunited her mother would take her to the Build-A-Bear 
store. Immediately, this became a ritual and an obsession for 
them.  After ten years, the collection grew to over 100 stuffed 
bears. One night, when Jazmine was about seven years old, 
she complained of not being able to sleep because there were 
“hundreds of eyes watching her”. The bears were lined up, 
surrounding her room.  That’s when she knew she had too 
many bears and it was time to downsize. 

 

Not long afterwards, Jazmine and her family explored re-
adopting the animals. They learned that hospitals and other 
places would not take pre-loved toys or stuffed animals. 
Jazmine also knew that if she gave them away, the new own-
ers could create their own birth certificates or adoptions and 
have the animals re-stuffed at their local Build-A-Bear stores. 
That’s when the opportunity came up for the Sisterhood 
luncheon and tea party and it was a perfect fit. In all, 
Jazmine donated 60 stuffed animals and each one has a new 
loving home and a friend to watch over them at night as they 
drift off to sleep.  

Sisterhood Seder 

Sisterhood Multi-Generational Women’s Seder  

Saturday, April 19, 2014 at 6:00PM  

Bring your sisters, mothers, daughters, friends and share the 
delicious food, camaraderie, and uplifting ritual! Come and 
enjoy the food and festivities.  

Bring a Kosher-style salad, side dish or dessert to share for 
Passover.  

Entrée and ritual foods provided.  
 

Name: _______________________________  
 
Phone:______________________________ 
 
Email_______________________________ 
 
# attending ____ @$8 per Sisterhood member  
 
# attending ____ @$12 per non-member  
 
Total Enclosed: $________________________  

RSVP by Thursday, April 17, 2014 

Send your check, made payable to  

Temple Emanu-El Sisterhood  

1010 University Avenue 
San Jose, CA 95126  

Thank you to all members who sent in their dues and joined 
or renewed their Brotherhood membership this past year. 
 
I will not let you off the hook. New membership starts in  
August for 2014-2015. If you would like to join, please send 
your check in for $36 or $54. 
 
You all are invited to our meetings the second Sunday of each 
month for bagel breakfast and lots of talk, lots of bull, and 
talk to help our Temple and our youth. 
 
We want to be helpful to all the youth of our Temple, your 
children, your friends children, and your grandchildren. 
We started to help by donating $1000 to our youth group for 
things they need for their youth lounge. 
 
In April we are working with our youth group to hand out 
Yom Hashoah candles to our Religious school to remember 
the six million Jews who were taken from us. Josh Mason-
Barkin our Director of Congregational Learning will be help-
ing out.    
 
We also donated $1500 for the new prayer books for the High 
Holy Days which we will be using in 2015. 
 
A very special Happy 100th Birthday to our friend, buddy, 
and our teacher, Sid Rosenberg.  
 
Wishing a healthy, safe,  and fun Passover to you and your 
family. 
-Mort Berlant, for Brotherhood 
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Membership Member Highlight 

Each month we will highlight a current member and a new 
member.  Maybe you have something in common with these 
members.  What a way to make a new friend!!  Reach out and 
congratulate or welcome these members. 

If you would like to nominate someone for this highlight, 
please contact Pam Hoffman at  
membership@templesanjose.org. 

These brief services for families with young children, are 
led by Rabbi Magat and Cantor Simerly and feature upbeat 

songs, a short story, and a talk with the Rabbi on the  
bimah  

NOW TOT SHABBAT DINNER IS ON US! 
Thanks to the generosity of our Sisterhood group, you don't 
have to worry. A delicious dinner will be provided free of 
charge following the Tot Shabbat service. Please bring a  
dessert to share. 
    Questions email membership@templesanjose.org 

 

I recently read the book The New American Judaism by Rabbi 
Arthur Blecher. While Rabbi Blecher suggests that the syna-
gogue’s drive to survive as an institution and place of worship 
will remain strong, the concepts and practices of Judaism are 
changing over time. One of the major changes is that the In-
ternet now functions as a kind of international “house of as-
sembly” for many practicing Jews, and there is reason to as-
sume that online Jewish life will continue to expand. 

 

While I can accept the Internet as a major and permanent part 
of our world, actually practicing Judaism in the physical set-
ting of Temple Emanu-El enriches our lives in a way that the 
Internet cannot do.   

 

Religious School provides our children and grandchildren the 
experience of practicing and learning about our history and 
heritage in a social setting with others who often become life-
long friends. Our students also get to interact face-to-face with 
Rabbi Magat and Cantor Simerly making a personal connec-
tion filled with warmth and song.  

 

As adults we, too, have a personal and individual connection 
with our clergy. At services, lunch and learn sessions, and 
through adult education, Rabbi and Cantor bring us the 
teachings of Torah to inspire our lives.  Our clergy visit the 
sick, comfort the bereaved, counsel the troubled, and cele-
brate simchas live and in person. 

 

Jewish practices, ritual, and mitzvot are best realized in a 
community of friends and family. Together we can sing, dance, 
schmooze, and of course, “fress”. Together we can laugh, hug, 
and cry.  Together we can experience a physical human con-
nection.  

 

 While the Internet has many benefits, online learning oppor-
tunities are a wonderful supplement to engaging with your 
Temple Emanu-El community of friends. Join me in growing 
our membership and providing a warm and caring place to 
belong. Pass on this article to an unaffiliated friend.   

 

Your suggestions are always welcome at 
membership@templesanjose.org. 

Stacey Dedering and her hus-
band, Chris are the proud par-
ents of second grade twins, 
Graycie and Benjamin…...and if 
you ask, Graycie will jump at the 
chance to tell you that she is old-
er (by 1 minute!).  They have 
been members for thirteen years 
and were married by Rabbi Magat 
in 2002.  Stacey works part-time 
as an HR professional consulting 
via Filice Insurance.  Chris works 
as a Sr. Course Development 
Consultant at EMC. The family is 
very active in Temple life. Stacey 
chaired the successful Purim Carnival for the 4th year. She 
has also been a big part of the Latkes & Laughs and 150th 
Anniversary Gala fundraisers.   Thank You Stacey!! 

   

What is your favorite Jewish food & why?   ...well every-
thing we eat on Passover: matzo, matzo ball soup, charoset, 
brisket....it's all yummy comfort food.  

  

What book is on your nightstand?  I am currently reading 
the third book in the 50 Shades series...50 Shades Freed. 

  

What is your hometown?  I was born in Orange, CA but 
raised in San Ramon. 

David Hirsch joined our Temple 
community last Spring. He has 
found a place to belong and has 
been very actively engaged since 
joining. He has been attending 
Israeli Dance and has become a 
Brotherhood member and active 
participant.  You may notice Da-
vid at many Temple events and 
services taking pictures to share 
with others on our website. 
Thank You David!! 

  

What is your favorite Jewish food & why?  Vegetarian 
quiche….not exactly Jewish but my favorite food and easy to 
make. 

 

What book is on your nightstand?  Short Stories 

 

What is your hometown?  Plainfield, NJ 

Friday, April 18 
6:00 PM                                 
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Save the Date 

FUNdraising 

Programs 

BABY SHABBAT 
Saturday, April 12   9:00 AM—9:45 AM 

Our popular Shabbat morning experience for children ages 
0-30 months! Little ones will enjoy a program full of  
Shabbat songs, Torah stories, tunnel and parachute play 
held in the Bickur Cholim Chapel.  
 

A bagel oneg will follow this fun-filled program, generously 
hosted by our Sisterhood. A wonderful opportunity to come 
together as a family and meet new friends. Siblings are  
welcome, and this Shabbat experience is open to the com-
munity!   
 

For more info contact Rebekah at rdsechrist@gmail.com. 

Young Families 

STROLLER FITNESS 
Tuesdays and Fridays    

9:00 - 10:00 AM 
Meet at the Preschool Gate for 
an indoor/outdoor exercise class 
using cardio, strength training 
and stretching to get your body 
moving! Enjoy the benefits of a group exercise class led by 
a personal trainer. Strollers NOT required……All are wel-
come. $5/session. 
For more information, contact instructor Julie Schnitzer at 
jschnitzer@yahoo.com. 

Catalysts For Change: Exploring Jewish Contributions 

Past and Present: 

Understanding Our Differences and Celebrating Our  
Similarities 
 

Wednesday, April 23 

7:00 PM - 9:00 PM 

Join us for a multi-cultural panel that will discuss living in 
peace and harmony, as we remember Yom Hashoah. Speakers 
to be announced. This panel of guests will be moderated by 
Rabbi Dana Magat. Lecture Series co-sponsored by Temple 
Emanu-El and Lehrhaus Judaica. Generously underwritten 
by Dan and Shirley Lee. 
 

Admission is $18 per person. 

Register online at www.lehrhaus.org. 

FUNdraising – April 2014 

 
Journey to Adventure on May 3, 2014 

Co-Chairs Debbie Michels and Kim Jackman 

 

Dining Nights –These have been fun events for the past year 
run by Robin Feinman-Marino  –Thank You!!   
 
Latkes and Laughs – December 14, 2014 

Mark your calendars!! 

 
We are always looking for more great ideas and volunteers. 
Contact us with questions or comments 
at fundraising@templesanjose.org. 

 

-Carol Hoffman and the FUNdraising committee 

Save the Date for the  

Temple Emanu-El 

Annual Meeting 

 

Tuesday, June 17  

6:00 PM 

Class is on April 4. No previous experience required. New 
faces are always welcome. 

Please note that there will be no class on April 15 as that is 
the second night of Passover. 

Music 

Did you like the music you’ve heard during our services? 

Were you touched by the richness of sound, uplifted by the 
voices, or felt spiritually elated by the beautiful  
arrangements? 

If so, please consider making a donation to our Music Fund, 
so we can continue to provide you with the gift of music. 

  

Also please feel free to explore our 
website, listen to different  
melodies while seeing the texts, 
available to you for free: 

http://www.templesanjose.org/
JudaismInfo/song/ 
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Religious School 

There’s a passage in the Talmud in which Hillel and Shammai — two schools of thought who disagreed on almost everything — 
are having a particularly intense argument over some matter of Jewish law. Suddenly, according to the Talmud,  “A bat kol – a 
voice from God – came forth and said, ‘Eilu v’eilu divray elohim chaim hen’ – both these and these are the words of the living 
God.” The idea, I think, is that often the point isn’t who’s right (though the next line in the Talmud does indicate which side won 
the argument), but that the two sides can meet and talk and learn from their divergent opinions. It’s the conversation that 
counts. 

In last month’s Connections, we published a thoughtful and thought-provoking piece from Karen White, an open letter to her 
daughter about why she is having a Bat Mitzvah. It sparked a number of great conversations in our community. In the spirit of 
“these and these are the words of the living God,” we thought it would be appropriate to present one response to Karen’s piece, 
and we hope you find Sharon Genkin’s essay, below, to be as thought-provoking as the piece that prompted it. If you’d like to join 
in the conversation yourself, be in touch. Engagement with ideas is a hallmark of vibrant Jewish life. We’re working on creating a 
number of forums and opportunities, outside of Connections, for continued discussion of issues like these.  
— Josh Mason-Barkin, director of congregational learning 

The March issue of Connections included a beautifully written blog post by Karen White. In this letter to her daughter, she  
enumerates the many important reasons for ‘having a Bat Mitzvah’, and her hopes that Judaism will instill positive values,  
helping her daughter become a better person, Her letter is truly moving, and I agree with much of what she has written.  
Nevertheless, as both a parent and a Hebrew and Religious School Teacher, there are three points that Karen makes which I feel 
compelled to address: hating Hebrew school, ‘having a Bat Mitzvah’, and that it is not important to maintain a connection to any 
Temple post Bat/Bar Mitzvah.  
 

It is true that some children come home and tell their parents that they hate Hebrew School, but I feel, based on my experience, 
that is often not an accurate portrayal of their experience. To visit our classrooms is to see children excited, engaged, and  
learning shoulder to shoulder with their friends and with the dedicated teachers and teen madrichim (teaching assistants) who 
care about them.  
 

Our Director of Congregational Learning, Josh Mason-Barkin, shared with me the notion of  “priming”. In short, priming is a  
concept from psychology in which people’s behavior is influenced by subtle suggestions and attitudes. In our case, this plays out 
when parents use well intentioned, empathetic language (“I know it is hard to go to Hebrew School, I hated it when I was a kid 
too” ) which sets children up to portray themselves as unhappy. Instead, if we prime our children by talking directly about what a 
wonderful and exciting gift it is to study with others (Hinei matov umanayim), how incredibly miraculous it is to unravel the  
secret code of Hebrew that has been passed down through the ages, if we model this excitement for our children, they are likely 
to reflect it back at us.  
 

Sure, there will be times that they are tired and cranky and overwhelmed with schoolwork. I’m a parent and I get it.  Just  
recently, my son complained because he was missing a baseball practice to come to Hebrew school, and surely video games seem 
more fun than stumbling over challenging Hebrew words sometimes, but preferring to do other things does not mean that our 
kids hate Hebrew school. The fact that so many of our teens come back to work as madrichim, lovingly coaching younger  
children over and over and over again through the same prayers that they had already mastered, is proof that they don’t hate 
Hebrew School. If parents “prime” their children for a positive experience with Jewish education, bring their children to services 
on a regular basis, model the way they feel renewed through prayer, and use services as a bonding opportunity for their family, 
they may discover their child proudly chanting along and asking to come more often. Ask children to show off what they have 
learned and most of them will bubble over with excitement. Watch our students leading a Friday evening service or a Saturday 
morning minyan, and you will see that these are proud and happy children.  
 

The notion of “having” a Bat/Bar Mitzvah is also one that I question, even though it is a phrase that is commonly used. Rabbi 
Magat often talks about “becoming” a Bat/Bar Mitzvah, becoming a child of the commandments. This is not just an event, not an 
end to the journey, a moment in time and a celebration, but rather the first steps in an ongoing process of taking on a series of 
understandings and yes, obligations as we move towards becoming adult members of the Jewish community.  
 

Finally, I would like to address the notion that “even if you never set foot in a synagogue again after your Bat Mitzvah….It will be 
enough.”  While I respect Karen’s parenting and recognize we do not have to agree on this, I hope that my son and all my children 
(because all the children who pass through my classroom are in some way my children), choose to remain active members of a 
synagogue which will continuously challenge them to lead lives filled with Jewish values and integrity. My second grade students 
are engaged in studying our Temple community through inquiry and interviews, and I told their parents that my goal is for each 
of them to swagger around the Temple, knowing that it is their place, their second home, not just now but for all their lives. I  
believe that when we become a Bar/Bat Mitzvah, we are taking on an obligation to the greater Jewish community, an obligation 
to give back not just as good people, but as good Jews. I believe that Judaism will not survive and flourish without synagogues 
such as ours, which are deeply committed to helping people become exactly the kind of socially conscious and deeply ethical  
people that Karen hopes her daughter becomes. We have an obligation to support our Temple, both financially and by  
volunteering, as well as with our attendance at services and other events.  
 

And as the parents of a student just a few years away from becoming a Bar Mitzvah, my husband and I know that we will need 
our Temple community even more as he enters his teenage years, and young adulthood. He will need a wide web of caring adults 
who share our values such as the Rabbi, Cantor, teachers, and congregants, whom he can turn to as he faces life’s challenges. It 
takes a village, and Temple Emanu-El is our village.  
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Shabbat in Nature 

Come and enjoy our Chag he‐Aviv Shabbat at Uvas Canyon Park! 
The beautiful spring came; and when Nature resumes her loveliness, the human soul is apt to revive also.  —

Harriet Ann Jacobs 

 

Participate in any or all of the following: 

 Shabbat morning service led by Rabbi Dana Magat and  

Cantor Meeka Simerly at 10:30 AM 

 Passover Potluck around noon. 

 Discussion, music, or schmooze during and/or after lunch. 
 Group or individual hiking on beautiful park trails featuring six miles of hiking trails including 

the Waterfall Loop hike! 
 

For information call Nancy at 650-694-4604 or Ginny at 408-993-1139 

No RSVP for this event - just come! 

Donations to help offset some of the cost would be greatly appreciated and can be sent directly to or dropped 
off at Temple Emanu‐El. Specify that it is for Shabbat in Nature. This event is sponsored by the Temple Emanu‐

El Ritual Commi ee 

Saturday, April 19th 
Black Oak Group Picnic Area, Uvas Canyon Park 

Minyan at 10:30 AM  

On Wednesday 4/23, our Preschoolers are having their an-
nual “Bring Your Pet to School Day.” TEPS families will be 
invited to bring their pet (real or stuffed) to school for their 
9:00 AM music class with Cantor Meeka. Our students learn 
how to approach pets, and how to gently touch/pat them. 
This has been quite a highlight for our PS students, and I’d 
like to take this opportunity to thank Ms. Barb and our 
TEPS staff, for your support and collaboration with this! 

On Friday 4/25 during the Shabbat Service, please join us 
for a special presentation titled "Physiology: A Tool to Predict 
Vulnerability of Marine Mammals to Environmental Degra-
dation" with Shawn R. Noren, Ph.D., an Associate Research 
Scientist at the Institute of Marine Science University of Cal-
ifornia, Santa Cruz. In this 45-60 minute presentation, Dr. 
Noren will talk about how marine mammal declines and ex-
tinctions are primarily due to 
habitat disturbance related to 
human activities.  She will 
talk about the results from a 
few of her studies on nar-
whals, walruses, and dolphins 
in relation to examining the  
effects of climate change,  
naval sonar, and fishery  
interactions on marine  
mammals.  

 On Sunday 4/27 our First Graders will join their teacher 
Morah Maggie Newman, as the class will go out on a 
“fieldtrip” to Humane Society of Silicon Valley, carrying the 
goods they have collected throughout the year (see list below 
of items still needed). The students will learn about Humane 
Society and tour the facility.  

Mitzvah Project for Humane Society of Silicon Valley: 
April is Animals Appreciation Month at Temple Emanu-El! 
The Humane Society of Silicon Valley needs your help caring 
for the nearly 14,000 animals that enter their center each 
year.  
The Humane Society is in great need of: Old blankets & 
towels,  kitty litter Scoops, Kong and other pet toys, plastic 
play keys, kitten formulas, plain rabbit pellets, "Royal 
Canin" dog & cat food, peanut butter, etc. We are also in 
need of berry baskets, small boxes with secure tops, and 
shoe boxes with lids to accommodate incoming orphaned 
wildlife. If you have any boxes at home that you can spare or 
receive a shipment with boxes that close securely, please 
bring them, and they’ll find their way to the wildlife room! 
Please bring items to Cantor Meeka's Office or to the  
Sanctuary Foyer collection box by Saturday, April 26. 
Woof and Meow!  

Animal Appreciation Month 

PAWS Shabbat is Saturday, April 26 at 10:00 AM.  
Bring your four-legged companion for a lovely Shabbat  
Minyan in the Temple courtyard. 
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President’s Message eScrip 

Journey to Adventure 

PASSOVER with eScrip 

 

Celebrate! Be thankful we survived the Exodus! On a lighter 
side, don’t PASS OVER our generous merchants who donate 
a portion of your shopping dollars to Temple. You could pur-
chase your Passover supplies at Lunardi’s, Mollie Stone’s, 
Gene’s Fine Foods, Food 4 Less, and Safeway. At Safeway, in 
order to receive eScrip credit, you need to use a debit card, 
cash, check or gift card. 

 

Joining eScrip is so easy. Go to www.escrip.com and follow 
the prompts. Temple’s ID# is 136985180. It’s so very gratify-
ing to help Temple earn money, especially since it doesn’t 
cost you anything. It’s a no-brainer! Please join the “in” group 
of 297 people who have earned over $2,500 for Temple in 
2013. 

 

We all have a duty and responsibility to do what we can to 
support Temple. eScrip is one of the ways to do so. If you 
have any questions, please call me. 

 

Lorie Kaplan, eScrip coordinator 

408-267-4563 

Perhaps It’s Time     
 

Ruth Krandel made an extremely generous donation to  
Temple Emanu-El in 2008. She gave our Temple the gift of 
“the Cottage.” 
 

Now, six years later the Board thought that it was perhaps 
time to reposition this great asset and lease it on an annual 
basis. We felt that the potential of the Cottage was being un-
derutilized. Sure, it’s been nice to house an overnight guest of 
the Temple or to make it available to Brotherhood to have its 
monthly poker game there. It’s been used periodically by  
other groups as well.  
 

However, as you all know, we are always looking for ways to 
have additional shekels flowing into Temple Emanu-El  
coffers. After interviewing property managers and understand-
ing what the market is like and what we would need to do to 
have the Cottage “market ready,” we decided it made sense/
cents to make it available for lease.   
 

If all goes well (and after some minor interior and exterior  
renovations), we hope to have a tenant occupying the Cottage 
before the end of the fiscal year!  
 

Thank you Ruth for making this possible. 
 

Sincerely, 
Jeff Hoffman 
President, Board of Trustees 

Administrative Note: 
Going forward, please refrain from parking in the driveway 
of the Cottage. Once we have a tenant, I’m sure they will  
appreciate our cooperation. Thank you! 

Please join us as we honor Rabbi Magat's 15 year journey with 
Temple Emanu-El. 
 

Delight your tastebuds while dining on cuisine from around the 
world. Dance the night away to music by DJ Dave Lemle. 

Take a photo in front of the Eiffel Tower, Roman Coliseum, West-
ern Wall, or Big Ben. Try your luck at the Monte Carlo Casino 
playing Black Jack and Roulette. 

Travel costs start at $75.  
 

A special project fund has been set up in Rabbi's honor and will 
be announced the night of the event.  

Please consider making a donation to this project fund. 

Economy for $500 
 Recognition in Temple Bulletin. 
 Four drink tickets. 
 $30 in casino chips. 
 Entrance for two people. 

Become an Event Sponsor: 

Concorde for $3600 
 All pre-event publicity  

- program, website, flyer. 
 Recognition in Temple Bulletin. 
 Special Recognition on the night of the event. 
 Program recognition and  

advertisement/or message. 
 Name displayed at event. 
 Limo ride for 8 to event and home. 
 VIP reserved table for 8 with table placard. 
 Four bottles premium wine. 
 $200 in casino chips. 
 Entrance for 8 people. 

First Class for $1800 
 Publicity on event website. 
 Recognition in Temple Bulletin. 
 Program recognition &  

advertisement/or message. 
 Name displayed at event. 
 VIP reserved table for 6 with placard. 
 Two bottles of premium wine. 
 $100 in casino chips. 
 Entrance for 6 people. 

Business Class for $1000 
 Recognition in Temple Bulletin. 
 Reserved table for 4 with plac-

ard. 
 One bottle of premium wine. 
 $60 in casino chips. 
 Entrance for 4 people. 

Book online at 
www.templesanjose.org 
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Oneg Sponsors 

We Remember  

Those who have died recently 

And those we have lost in years past: 

Mazel Tov and Todah Rabah 

April 4 (7:15 PM) 
Abraham Borts, Alfred Michaelis, Barbara Grossman,  
Bea Levy, Bessie Cohen, Beth Katzen Goodrich, Celia Miller, 
Christine Sommer, Cynthia Rinsler, Dorothy Nadel, Forest 
Greene, Harry J. Sapper, Irene Shebby, James Edward Carr, 
Jeanette H. Pencovic, Joe Marr, Joel Hawk, Joseph Burns, 
June Stein Atlas, Kenneth Perkins, Lillian Silverman, Louise 
Mann, Marion J. Rosenthal, Martin Lotman, Max Ehrlichman, 
Melvin Laskey, Merel Tauba Segal-Katz, Mike Looppen, Morris 
Actor, Morton Feinman, Morton Levin, Max Bloom, Nancy 
Hirsch, Philip Weiner, Robert Jaffee, Rose Mintz, Rose Rinsler, 
Sam Goldberg, Sam Joseph, Sarah Roth, Sidney Pollack,  
Sidney Swartz, Sylvia Cintz, William Shulman 
 
April 11 (7:30 PM)  
Aaron Brenner, Abe Litofe, Adolph and Ida Peters, Arnold Las-
key, Ben Weiss, David Wallach, Dr. Carlo Senigaglia, Dr. Felix 
Leneman, Ellis Gold, Elsie E. Atlas, Fay Myers, Florence 
Ames, Geraldine Citron Berman, Gertrude Stivelman, Hannah 
Hoffman, Heinrich Schaechter, Herman Gunar, Hova Shtane-
man, Irving S. Levy, Isadore Breslauer, Jack Chatoff, Jose-
phine Naymark, Jules Edelman, Linda Blauner Klein, Loretta 
Wasserman, Lucille Aronoff, Marcia Silver, Marjorie Sherrer, 
Maurice Goldberg, Mike Goldberg, Milton Adler, Emmy Lou 
Levin, Viola Loventhal, Paul Jaffee, Ralph Jacobson, Richard 
Rosett, Rose Kahn, Rose Leifer Merelman, Rose Litofe, Sarah 
Enten, Suzi McRoberts, Sylvia Levine, Walter Wolfson 
 
April 18 (7:30 PM)  
Abe Segal, Albert Pollock, Alvin Clark, Charles Rubin, Clara 
Singer, Colman Louis Rosen, Deborah Ferguson, Dr. Maurice 
Malen, Edward Green, Eulalia L. Rose, George J. Powell, Hal 
Lesser, Halcyon Liberman, Harold L. Gold, Harry and Yetta 
Stivelman, Harry Hagler, Harry M. Goldstein, Helen Ru-
benstein, Herman Ladowitz, Hyman Shopkow, I. Stanley Sil-
verman, Jacob Herscher, Joseph Kidder, Leo Liberman, Leon-
ard Fisher, Linda Myers Martin, Minnie Rudin, Rosie Decker, 
Ruth Clark, Samuel Alberts, Sarah Medow, Selma Schlachter 
Benson, Sharon Persich, Stefanie Sucher, Yetta Goldstein 
 
April 25 (6:30 PM)  
Alex Mendizabel, Anne Miller, Annie Prizant Devers, Arnold 
Resnick, Beatrice Rosenblum, Benjamin Genkin, Bill Fox, 
Clara Weinstein, Eric Mendel, Eric Rinsler, George Miller, 
Harry B. Simon, Herb Terrell, Herman Rosen, Howard Weiner, 
Hyman Perlman, Irving Mighdoll, Jerry Kristal, Joseph M. Co-
hen, Joy Welvang, Kate Konits, Louis Leiter, M.D., Martha 
Kahn, Mildred Lurie, Mildred Werba, Milton Shuster, Irving 
Altman, Murray Weiner, Rosalie Gitin, Rose Handen, Rose 
Reed, Rose Sarah Forest, Samuel Blickman, Toby Feigon, 
Uarda Burns 

Rhea Wolf, aunt of Susan Timpson 

Sandy Davis, friend of Fagie Rosen 

Esther Steinberg, aunt of Fagie Rosen 

Todah Rabah to Bob and Maggie Cant for generously  
funding our beautiful, and super comfy, new chairs.  

 

Todah Rabah to Suzanne Boxer-Gassman for coordinating 
and overseeing the Disney Museum Tour and Lehrhaus  
Speaker Series.   

 

Todah Rabah to Deborah Zimmer and Liz Shivell for 
“hosting” the Prospective Members Deli Night.   

 

Todah Rabah to Enrique & Molly Guadiamos for shopping 
and serving the Bagels and fixin’s for Baby Shabbat in March 
and April.  

 

Mazel tov to Deborah & Leonard Schreibstein on the birth of 
their grandson Tobey Reid Corcoran.  

 

Purim Rocked!!! Heartfelt Todah Rabah to my Purim  
Committee members: Enrique Guadiamos, Evann Aronoff, 
Kelly Snider, Lori Rush and Rebekah Sechrist, for all your 
hard work in creating such FUN Purim Ball! Go Tikkis! Special 
thank you also goes to Sisterhood for your kind donation, 
Brotherhood for donating the wine, Rabbi Magat for providing 
us with your signature Sangria, Maggie Cant and Ritual  
Committee for your donation to cover our decorations.  All who 
joined us – bring your friends next year! 
-With love and appreciation, Cantor Meeka 

 

March 7: The families of Grade 6 in honor of their  
participation in the Family Shabbat Service. 

 

March 14:  The family of Sid Rosenberg in honor of his 100th 
birthday, Margie Resnick Blickman in memory of her  
husband, Sheldon Blickman. 

 

March 21: Temple Emanu-El Havurot and the Henry Family 
in honor of Sylvia Rosen. 

 

March 28:  Wolfgang & Donna Schaechter, Bill & Janet Wood, 
Arthur & Kathyrn Zwern.  
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Donations for Connections:  
February 12 – March 15 
 
 
GENERAL FUND 
In memory of  
Sofiya Yampolsky  
   Raisa & Alexander Brushtein 
Grigorie Tenenbaum  
   Alec Brouk  
Mania Elentuk  
   Harriet & Walter Saltzman  
Esther Steinberg 
   Nesya Fishstrom  
In honor of  
Sidney Rosenberg’s 100th Birthday  
   Mildred & Henry Goltz  
   Joan & Marvin Fox  
Donation  
Margie & Dr. Edward Cahn  
  
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
In memory of  
Irving John Lurie  
   Maureen & Russell Schneider  
Claire Smulyan  
   Lynette & Mark Tannen  
In appreciation of  
Rabbi Magat  
   Robin Lipton  
   Linda & Ed Mitchell  
   Idelle Cagan  
   Carol Hoffman  
In honor of  
Abigail Everett’s Yavneh Milestone: Havdallah 
   Genevieve Dishotsky  
Sidney Rosenberg’s 100th Birthday  
   Janet & John Spear  
   Rosalind & Carl Shapiro  
   Alice Palombo & Family  
 
CANTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
In memory of  
Sylvia Lurie  
   Maureen & Russell Schneider  
 
ALVIN RAVEL GARDEN FUND 
In memory of  
Alvin Ravel 
   Jean & Jay Abarbanel  
Lena Kovalsky  
   Lori Rush 
Gertrude Stivelman  
   Lori Rush  
 
BERTRAM BERNS MUSIC FUND 
In memory of 
David Lipton  
   Robin Lipton  
Philip Freiberg 
   Elaine & Ronald Cornelison  
 
 
 
 

BEVERLY JORDAN TEMPLE 
BEAUTIFICATION FUND 
In memory of  
Frederick Bass 
   Kristina Bass & Ioannis Kritikopoulos 
 
CAMPERSHIP FUND 
In memory of  
Charles Lewis  
   Maggie & Robert Cant  
Mary Ann Kaisel  
   Maggie & Robert Cant  
Hannah Wolenik  
   Abe Livchitz  
Jane Stein Atlas 
  J. Mark Atlas  
 
CHOIR FUND 
In memory of 
Flora Fishoff 
   Rhonda & Robert Hansen  
 
FACILITIES FOR THE AGED FUND 
In memory of  
Belle Aronowitz  
   Yvonne & Sheldon Aronowitz  
 
GAON CAMPERSHIP FUND 
In memory of 
Harry Hirsch 
   Sam Scher 
 
HAROLD CAHN PRAYERBOOK FUND 
In memory of 
Evelyn Berman  
   Dr. Lawrence & Ruth Ross  
Robert Pollack  
   Dr. Lawrence & Ruth Ross  
Dr. Gary Katz  
   Dr. Lawrence & Ruth Ross  
 
JUDITH JURMAN OMENS CEMETERY   
BEAUTIFICATION FUND 
In memory of 
Hy Alkin  
   Barbara & Bert Berns  
Judith Ann Karchem  
   Selma Karchem  
Rose Kass  
   Libby Kass  
 
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND 
Emma Simon 
   Ethel Ress  
 
BETTY RINSLER RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 
ENDOWMENT FUND 
In memory of  
Meyer Shopkow  
   Pearl & Gordon Schneiderman  
David Emanuel 
   Bette & Mark Emanuel  
Jack Rinsler  
   Leo Rinsler & Family  
Herbert & Rena Preis  
   Mark Lutvak  

Joseph Fischer  
   Mildred Wolfson  
Cynthia Rinsler  
   Leo Rinsler & Family  
Get well wishes to  
Burt Epstein  
   Pearl & Gordon Schneiderman  
 
SUSANNE C. BLICKMAN ARTS & CRAFTS 
FUND 
In memory of  
Sheldon Blickman 
   Marjorie Resnick Blickman  
 
BUILDING FUND 
Bonnie & Tom Marantette  
 
 

Thank You for Your Generous Contributions 
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Please Support Our Advertisers 
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“It would be my  

pleasure to be  

your Realtor!” 

Mary Cohen 
Seniors Real Estate Specialist (SRES) 

Quality Service Certified (QSC) 

408.981.2955 cell 

In appreciation of your business and 
referrals, a donation will be made to 
Temple Emanu-El at close of escrow. 

LAW OFFICE OF DERRYL H. MOLINA 
Estate planning – Elder Law – General Practice 

Mediations 
SE HABLA ESPANOL 

 
1142 S. Winchester Blvd., Suite B 

San Jose, CA 95128 
408.244.4992 

Derryl H. Molina 
Attorney at Law   attderryl@comcast.net 

12772 

nancy@tvlwithme.com 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
  1 

9:00 AM Babies and 
Bagels: Stroller Fitness 
 
7:00 PM Board of 
Trustees Meeting 
 
7:30 PM Israeli Dancing 
Class 

2 
4:30 PM Hebrew 
 
6:00 PM Teen Jewish 
Studies (TJS) 
 
7:00 PM Rosh Chodesh 

3 
6:00 PM Ritual 
Committee Meeting 

4 
9:00 AM Babies and 
Bagels: Stroller Fitness 
 
6:15 PM Shabbatluck 
Dinner 
 
7:15 PM Erev Shabbat 
family Service -  Alef and 
Grade 4 

5 
9:00 AM Minyan, Tea 
and Torah 

6 
8:00 AM Confirmation 
Rehearsal 
 
9:00 AM Brotherhood 
Meeting 
 
9:00 AM Hebrew 
 
10:15 AM Judaic 
Studies 
 
10:15 AM Mishpacha 
Sheli 
 
1:00 PM Sisterhood 
Meeting 

7 8 
9:00 AM Babies and 
Bagels: Stroller Fitness 

9 
12:00 PM Lunch and 
Learn 
 
12:30 PM PACT Press 
Conference 
 
4:30 PM Hebrew 
 
6:00 PM Teen Jewish 
Studies (TJS) 

10 
 

11 
9:00 AM Babies and 
Bagels: Stroller Fitness 
 
5:00 PM BBYO Chocolate 
Seder 
 
7:30 PM Erev Shabbat 
Me’Sho”re”rim Service 

12 
9:00 AM Babies and 
Bagels: Baby Shabbat 
 
9:00 AM Shabbat 
Morning Minyan 

13 
NO SUNDAY 

CLASSES 

14 
PASSOVER FIRST 

SEDER 

15 
PRESCHOOL AND 
TEMPLE OFFICES 
CLOSED FOR 
PASSOVER 
 
6:00 PM Congregational 
Second Night Seder 

16 
NO WEDNESDAY 
CLASSES 
 
12:00 PM Lunch and 
Learn, Song of Songs 
 
7:00 PM Tikkun Olam 
Meeting 

17 
7:30 PM Brotherhood 
Poker 
 
 

18 
9:00 AM Babies and 
Bagels: Stroller Fitness 
 
6:00 PM Tot Shabbat 
 
6:30 PM Tot Shabbat 
Dinner 
 
7:30 PM Erev Shabbat 
Service 

19 
10:00 AM Shabbat in 
Nature at Uvas 
Canyon 
 
6:00 PM Sisterhood 
Seder 

20 
NO SUNDAY 

CLASSES 

21 
PRESCHOOL AND 
TEMPLE OFFICES 
CLOSED 
 
9:00 AM Passover Yizkor 
Service 

22 
9:00 AM Babies and 
Bagels: Stroller Fitness 

23 
12:00 PM Lunch and 
Learn, Torah Study 
 
4:30 PM Hebrew 
 
6:00 PM Teen Jewish 
Studies (TJS) 
 
7:00 PM Lehrhaus 
Speaker Series: 
Understanding Our 
Differences and 
Celebrating our 
Similarities 

24 25 
9:00 AM Babies and 
Bagels: Stroller Fitness 
 
6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat 
Service 

26 
10:00 AM PAWS 
Shabbat  
 
6:00 PM Sisterhood 
Seder 

27 
8:00 AM Confirmation 
Rehearsal 
 
9:00 AM Hebrew 
 
10:15 AM Judaic 
Studies 
 
10:30 AM Prospective 
Member Brunch 

28 29 
9:00 AM Babies and 
Bagels: Stroller Fitness 

30 
4:30 PM Hebrew 
 
6:00 PM Teen Jewish 
Studies (TJS) 

   

April 2014 ~ Nisan 5774 
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Temple Leadership 

Adult Education  adulted@templesanjose.org 
Membership Commitment Dan Lee dues@templesanjose.org 

Facilities Uri Gottfeld facilities@templesanjose.org 

Marketing Edgardo Laber marketing@templesanjose.org 

Ritual Maggie Cant ritual@templesanjose.org 

Tikkun Olam Rich Albert to@templesanjose.org 

Membership Pam Hoffman membership@templesanjose.org 

Leadership Development Enrique Guadiamos leadership@templesanjose.org 
Religious School Committee Suellen Haggerty rscommittee@templesanjose.org 

Caring Committee Robin Hurwitz Caring@templesanjose.org 
Fundraising Committee Carol Hoffman fundraising@templesanjose.org 
Endowment Committee Marvin Fox endowment@templesaanjose.org 

Dana Magat 
Senior Rabbi 

rabbimagat@templesanjose.org 

Meeka Simerly 
Cantor 

meekantor@templesanjose.org 

President Jeff Hoffman president@templesanjose.org 

Imd. Past President Dr. Mike Cahn pastpresident@templesanjose.org 
VP Administration Andrew Weinberg vpadmin@templesanjose.org 
VP Membership Shirley Lee vpmembership@templesanjose.org 

VP Education & Youth Mark Cahn vprey@templesanjose.org 
Secretary Dan Winter secretary@templesanjose.org 
Treasurer Jim Heerwagen treasurer@templesanjose.org 

VP Marketing, Fundraising, 
& Leadership Development 

Edgardo Laber vpleadership@templesanjose.org 

Brotherhood President Jeslie Chermak brotherhood@templesanjose.org 

Sisterhood  
Co-Presidents 

Judy Levy/Melenie 
Pearson 

wote@templesanjose.org 

EESY President Isabel Haggerty youthgroup@templesanjose.org 

Rich Albert Maggie Cant Fagie Rosen 
Dana Brody-Brown Steve Krandel Alissa Meltzer 

Eleanor Rusnak Debbie Michels Enrique Guadiamos 

 Deborah Zimmer      

Clergy Board of Trustees 

Joseph Gitin, D.D. (z”l) 
Rabbi Emeritus 

Committee Chairs 

Staff 

Auxiliaries 

 

Operating and Tribute Funds: 
High Holy Days Campaign 
General Fund 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
Cantor’s Discretionary Fund 
Alvin Ravel Garden Fund 
Beverly Jordan Temple Beautification Fund 
Judith Jurman Omens Cemetery  
 Beautification Fund 
Lou and Clara Juren Library Fund 
Ralph Goldeen Library Fund 
Endowment Fund 
 
Religious Funds: 
Harold Cahn Prayerbook Fund 
Kenneth Gordon Children’s Prayerbook Fund 
Susanne & Maurice Tucker High Holy  
 Day Music Fund 
Ida F. Kragen Consecration and Caring Fund 

Youth Funds: 
Religious School Fund 
Religious School Enrichment Fund 
Betty Rinsler Religious School  
 Endowment Fund 
Weintraub Religious School Scholarship Fund 
Campership Fund 
Leonard and Bernice Gaon Campership Fund 
Michael Elman Campership Fund 
Milton Fox Campership Fund 
Phyllis Matzner Campership Fund 
Israel Scholarship Fund 
Susanne C. Blickman Arts and Crafts Fund 
 
Cultural Funds: 
Choir Fund 
Phyllis Omel Junior Choir Fund 
Bertram Berns Music Fund 
Shank-Rockman Family Sound System Fund 
 

Community Funds: 
Facilities for the Aged Fund (Chai House) 
JoAnne Salman-Tehrani Homeless Fund 
 
Other Tribute Opportunities: 
$36 - Prayerbook Tribute 
$218/$500/$750 - Tree of Life  
Leaf/small/large rock 
$500 - Sanctuary Chair Plaque 
$750 - Memorial Plaque (in sanctuary foyer) 
 
Opportunities in Levin Learning Center: 
$5,000 - Stair Plaque  
$10,000 - Library Column Dedication 
$25,000 - Room Dedication 
 
Contact the office for additional opportunities. 

Making a contribution to one of Temple Emanu-El’s many funds is a wonderful way to honor your friends and family. You may 
make contributions in honor of a birth, birthday, brit milah, baby naming, Bar/Bat Mitzvah, confirmation, graduation, 

engagement, wedding, anniversary, promotion, new home, special occasion or just because. You may also make contributions 
for get-well wishes, condolences, remembrances and yahrzeits. 

Kama Fletcher 
Executive Director 

kama@templesanjose.org 
408-292-0939 ext. 233 

Barbara Smead 
Preschool Director 

barbara@templesanjose.org 
408-293-8660 
#434404443 

Josh Mason-Barkin 
Director of Congregational Learning 

408-292-3223 
josh@templesanjose.org 

Wayne Rose 
Cemetery Administrator 

408- 674-5867  
cemetery@templesanjose.org 

Stephanie Pollock 
Communications and Facility 

Director 
stephanie@templesanjose.org 

408-292-0939 ext. 234 

Marina Ostraukhov 
Administrative and Clergy Support 

marina@templesanjose.org 
408-292-0939 ext. 201 

Andrew Scher 
Bookkeeper 

andrew@templesanjose.org 
408-292-0939 ext. 235 

 


