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10:30 AM Bat Mitzvah of 
Ari Geary-Teeter 

 

Fri., May 20 (7:58 PM) 
6:00 PM Tot Shabbat 
7:30 PM Erev Shabbat 
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Dear Temple Emanu-El Family, 

This story starts at a URJ/Women of Reform Judaism 
Biennial, December 1999, when I was a fledgling Co-President 
of our Sisterhood, attending my very first taste of spending 
time with more Jews than I’d ever been with in an entire 
lifetime (several thousand!), which would have been heady 
enough all by itself.  

I was walking back to my room during a break from the great 
workshops I’d been privileged to attend (thank you Sisterhood 
– look where it led me!), when I had to stop - seeing something 
amazing: a gentleman standing at a table, painstakingly 
writing on parchment. The sign on the table referred to a 
Torah scroll that was being written for the Women of Reform 
Judaism. What? You can do that? Have a Torah written just 
for you? Ok, so I was ignorant of many things Jewish at that 
stage in my life. Maybe I thought only synagogues could have 
one, or that in the 20th (soon to be 21st) century, the process 
was automated. I just couldn’t believe my eyes – someone 
actually creating a page of Torah while conventioneers strolled 
back and forth, having mundane conversations about lunch 
and seminars. 

Imagine how I felt when he looked up, smiled and said, 
“Would you like to come around and see?” Was he serious? 
Me? Did I say yes? As they say in my home state, “You 
betcha!” (OK, there’s no way I would have said that phrase out 
loud, but I definitely thought it), and stepped around to see 
something wonderful.  

It got even better: he said, “I have to take a little break. Would 
you mind standing watch for a few minutes?” Of course I 
agreed (who wouldn’t?) While I’m sometimes given to 
hyperbole, I truly was awestruck and felt, for those moments, 
set apart from the everyday world and life and ordinary me, 
and I stood there as Leah Tzivia bat Moshe v’Leba looking at a 
newly inked word of an actual Torah scroll— not Laura Susan 
Weis Danoff from Milwaukee, badge-wearing conventioneer- 
standing guard over what would become “the tree of life for 
those who hold fast to it”. 

Fast-forward to 2010, when I found myself sitting across a 
restaurant table from none other than that same Sofer, Neil 
Yerman, discussing the Torah he was going to write for us – 
our Emanu-El family! Talk about another surreal moment – 
knowing that I might be able to write a letter in a Torah, 
Temple Emanu-El’s Torah, that will live on for generations 
after I’m gone, possibly used in b’nai mitzvah services for the 
grandchildren of my former 7th grade students (one can 
dream, right parents?) 

If that isn’t enough to warm your hearts, consider this: thanks 
to the generous donors who have underwritten the cost of 
having the Torah written, all of the money raised by your 
contributions to have the opportunity to actually write, with 
Neil guiding your hand, in our Torah, will go to our 
Endowment, and that by our gifts, we have planted the seed 
for our very own tree of life for generations to come. 

L’Shalom, 
Laura Danoff-Robinson, President 

 President’s Message  Words from the Rabbi 

In the early 1990s as I was completing my student pulpit 
experiences, I was blessed to be a part of the Torah renovation 
project in my student pulpit in Niagara Falls, New York. We 
brought a sofer (torah scribe) to the congregation to repair our 
Torah scrolls. To sit with him and watch him do his work was 
one of the most incredible experiences I have had as a rabbi. 
His thoughtfulness, precision and pride all emanated from 
him. The energy that surrounds the act of writing a Torah is 
beyond words. It is done basically the same way it has been 
done for thousands of years. I cannot think of a better 
example or better way to experience L’dor V’dor!!! To make 
something that we truly hand to the next generation is the 
ultimate fulfillment of that mitzvah! 

Having our own Torah written in honor of our 150th 
anniversary is a tremendous opportunity for each of us to 
experience one of the most remarkable of the 613 mitzvot. To 
be a part of something that we have done as a people for 
thousands of years is one thing, but to be actually part of the 
transmission of Torah from one generation to the next is truly 
a gift we each will have the opportunity to experience. How 
often do we see a technique that has been around for so long? 
Yes; there are some technological advances, like how our 
Torah will go through a computer scan to check for accuracy 
after our sofer is done writing. But basically the process is the 
same as it has been for generations and we get to take  part 
in it! 

I look forward to celebrating our 150th year in style— 
culminating in the presentation of a Torah that we have 
written as a congregation that will be used by members of our 
congregation for the next 150 years!!! (I am not sure how long 
the warranty is.) 

May this project inspire each of us to feel a greater sense of 
connection to our tradition, our peoplehood and toward our 
commitment to those who will follow us. 

Rabbi Magat 

 

Upcoming Adult Ed Classes with Rabbi Magat 

Introduction to Jewish Ritual 
 

Come learn the how-to and why of basic Jewish Ritual. 
Bring your questions. 
Dates: 5/1, 5/8, 5/15 

Time: 11:30 AM—12:30 PM 
Cost: free to members  $36 non-members 
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 Annual Meeting Information 

Temple Emanu-El 147th Annual 
Congregational Meeting   

Wednesday, May 24, 2010 
Please join us for a wine and cheese reception at  

6:00 PM in the Temple House.  
The meeting will begin promptly at 6:30 PM. 

Childcare will be available by reservation only.  
Please contact the office to register your child. 

Come hear the Annual Report from Board President Laura 
Danoff-Robinson and remarks from  

Rabbi Dana Magat. 
We are pleased to announce that the following individuals 

have agreed to run for a seat on the Board of Trustees: 
Rich Albert 
Maggie Cant 
John Nemec 

Ruth Pangilinan 
Eleanor Rusnak 

 Treasurer’s Report 

Rain Can’t Stop Purim 
On Sunday March 20, we had another fun-filled Purim 
carnival. Although the rain forced the cancellation of the 
Brotherhood Band and the bounce house, it was unable to 
dampen the spirit of a congregation coming together to 
celebrate and enjoy. We started with a great spiel and parade to 
the carnival. We wound up the day with prizes for the kids, a 
grand prize raffle for an ebook reader (thanks Fry’s) and a very 
successful silent auction. We raised several thousand dollars 
for our religious school and had a great time doing it. 
An event like this does not happen without a great team and I 
need to thank mine, which is clearly the best in the carnival 
business: 

Ron Blumstein (Volunteers) 

Andrew Katcher (Games) 
Martha Jepsky and Maria Mazo (Food) 
Neil Frank (Tickets) 
Dena Horeff and Leslie Saviage (Prizes) 
Leann Mahkni (Signs) 
Lori Messinger (Crafts) 

Rachel Michelberg and Scott Gordon (Silent Auction) 

Beth Roellig and Paula Marsh (everything else)  

As you know, many of us will (including me) not be returning 
next year. It’s time for the next set of parents to step up and 
run the event. All the pieces are in place with a good recipe; it 
just needs some overseeing. I have greatly enjoyed my 7 years 
and can easily say that I got a lot more out of it than I put in.  

I also want to thank all our silent auction and raffle donors and 
bidders who contributed to the financial success of the event. If 
you have any comments (good or bad) please be sure to tell me 
(turetzkyg@yahoo.com) so we can make it even better next year.  
Sincerely, 
Greg Turetzky  

 Purim Carnival Thank Yous 

For the past several weeks I have been working with the Budget 
Committee to develop a financial projection for this year and a 
balanced budget for next year. As one would expect, given the 
state of our economy, my last report to the Board of Trustees was 
filled with news, both good and bad.  

I am happy to report that more than a third of our members have 
pledged to increase their membership commitment this year and 
thanks to the efforts of our Membership Committee, Clergy and 
Temple staff we have welcomed 19 new families to our Temple. As 
a result of this, and the consistent income we receive from our 
Preschool and Cemetery, we have seen a small, but still 
significant, reduction in our projected income. Based upon what I 
have read, we are faring better than many of our fellow 
congregations, some who have seen a 20%-40% reduction in 
income over the past few years. Sadly, several of these 
congregations did not have the financial reserves we have to 
weather the storm and had to merge with other temples to survive 
or have folded outright. 

Knowing the challenges we were facing, we have been worked 
diligently to control and reduce our expenses including reducing 
facility maintenance costs, staff compensation and benefits, and a 
wide range of discretionary expenses. Unfortunately, while we 
budgeted a deficit of $20,000 for this year, with the loss of 
revenue combined with some unexpected expenses, our projected 
deficit has grown to about $70,000. While we have the reserves to 
cover this year’s deficit, it will significantly deplete them. We are 
also going to be very hard pressed to balance next year’s budget 
due to the increased expenses we are projecting without reducing 
or eliminating key services and programming that are critical to 
our community. For example, the cost of providing medical 
coverage for our exceptional clergy and staff is projected to grow 
by almost 30% next year.  

Due to the effects of the economy, we have become more and 
more dependent upon the income from our Preschool and 
Cemetery to meet the Temple’s day-to-day operating expenses. 
The percentage of our expenses that are covered by membership 
commitment has dropped over the last several years to 50%, 
significantly below the 75% recommended by the URJ. In order to 
eliminate this years projected deficit, each family would need to 
donate an additional $200; to meet the URJ’s guidelines, each 
family would need to increase their commitment by approximately 
$750. 

As we approach our 150th anniversary, and look toward the 
future, we will need your support to ensure that Temple Emanu-
El continues to provide our community the services and 
programming they need and deserve. We hope that you will 
consider making a donation of $200 or more to the General Fund 
to help close this year’s deficit and will increase your commitment 
next year to ensure that Temple Emanu-El will be here for 
generations to come. 

L’Shalom, 
Ronald Mandel 
treasurer@templesanjose.org 
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 Torah L’dor V’dor-A Torah from Generation to Generation 

Temple Emanu-El turns 150 on August 5, 2011. Such a historic event deserves a gift that will last for the next 150 years and 
beyond. For this occasion, we are introducing Torah L’dor V’dor -- a Torah from generation to generation. During our 150th year 
and beyond we will write a Torah with Sofer Neil Yerman (neilyerman.com). Writing a Torah fulfills the 613th commandment, 
“And now write this song for yourselves, and teach it to the children of Israel,” and gives you a once-in-a-lifetime mitzvah 
opportunity. It is our hope that through Torah L'Dor V'Dor, we will engage the entire Temple community in the mitzvah of 
creating our Torah. We will also start an endowment fund to ensure the continuation of Temple Emanu-El for generations to 
come. Torah L’Dor V’Dor will become our 2011 legacy honoring the 150th anniversary.  
Sponsorships and Dedications 
Jewish tradition teaches us that writing even a single letter is to be considered as though writing a complete Torah. Since each 
letter of the Torah must be perfectly inscribed, the way you will write the letter will be hand on hand with Sofer Yerman. (Please 
note that the section of the Torah you dedicate may be unrelated to the letter you write. What you write will depend on where the 
Sofer is in the Torah writing.) 
Sponsor Categories: 
$118,000 Trip to Israel for two on a Temple Emanu-El pilgrimage, as well as everything indicated with a (*) below. 
$ 54,000  Torah education trip for two to New York City that includes an exclusive writing session with Sofer Yerman,  
    as well as everything indicated with a (*) below. 
$ 36,000  Jewish education trip for two to Los Angeles plus a ’rock’ dedicated on the Tree of Life in the Temple House, as 
    well as everything indicated with a (*) below. 
$ 18,000  Exclusive champagne reception with Sofer Yerman and Rabbi Magat, as well as everything indicated with a (*) 
    below. 
$ 10,000  Homemade dinner for 8 in your home, including Havdalah service, prepared and served by Clergy and Temple 
    Senior team. 
$ 3,600  Homemade Shabbat dinner with Rabbi Magat and Cantor Simerly, plus a leaf dedicated on the Tree of Life in 
    the Temple House. 
$ 1,800*  Two complimentary tickets to the 150th Gala. 
$  900*  Five complimentary seats at the 2012 2nd Night Seder. 
$  360*  Two complimentary tickets to the Cantor Concert. 
$  180*  Complimentary Temple Emanu-El Adult Education for one person for a year. 
Individual Sponsorships: 
Adults over the age of 21 $150 
Adults between 18-21  $72 
Teenagers 13-17    $36 
Children 13 and under  $18  
About Neil Yerman: 
Sofer and artist Neil H. Yerman grew up in Brooklyn, New York. After a career in the brokerage industry and in advertising, he 
converted his lifetime avocation as an artist into a full-time career in 1984, specializing in works that combine calligraphy and 
art. A unique feature of Sofer Yerman's work is the educational experience he offers to the communities with which he works. A 
master teacher who is comfortable working with people of all ages, and of all faiths, Sofer Yerman's educational focus is to foster 
a love for both the physical Torah and for the letters of wisdom it contains. He is skilled in the art of Gematria (Jewish 
numerology) and uses this technique and its Kabbalistic underpinnings, when appropriate, to open up new worlds of meaning 
and understanding of the Torah, Jewish life, Jewish living, and the universal concepts of peace, justice, and tikkun olam—the 
healing of the world. An accomplished clarinetist, he often uses music as a teaching tool as well. His website is at http://
neilyerman.com/index.html 
Frequently Asked Questions: 
Q. How can we, as a family, participate in the Torah Project? 
There are many ways. Members of your family, of all ages, can volunteer on one of the committees. You can also dedicate portions 
of the Torah by making a pledge to the Temple. You can sit with the Sofer, who is the Torah scribe, and write a letter in the Torah. 
Finally, you can participate in any of the many learning activities that will take place throughout the year.  
Q. How much time will the Sofer be with our congregation? 
Approximately 12 days. There will many learning programs during the project, both with and without the Sofer. Please watch for 
future communications via emails and in Connections for the Torah L’Dor V’Dor program opportunities. 
Q. Will the entire Torah be written by our congregation?  
No. Most of the Torah will be written by Sofer Neil Yerman. Sofer Yerman and members of our congregation will write certain 
sections; for example, we could write the first three columns of Genesis, the last four columns of Deuteronomy, the Ten 
Commandments and the Shema and V’ahavta. 
Q. Must we dedicate or sponsor part of the Torah to be able to write a letter in the Torah? 
Yes, you must make a dedication or a sponsorship to participate in writing the Torah.  
Q. How much can we write and can we choose what we will write? 
Each person can write one letter, and what each of us writes will depend on where the Sofer is in the Torah writing. The section 
you dedicated or sponsored may be unrelated to the letter you write.  
Q. Who writes in the Torah and when? 
There will be times set aside for general writing, and we will have sign-up sheets for people to select their times. Payment must be 
received before you can sign-up to write the Torah.  
Q. What will the money that is raised, above the direct costs for the Torah, be used for? 
Temple Emanu-El established an Endowment Fund, or an investment fund, where a return on the money can be used to support 
the Temple. 
About Torah Writing – A Personal Experience 
"It’s hard to put electricity into words...it really hit home that we were writing part of God's law with our greater community and that 
what we were writing was and would be ageless." Drew Barkley 
For now, please contact the office at 292-0939 if you have any questions. 
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 150th Endowment 

The Talmud tells the story of an old man who is planting a carob tree, which takes 70 years to bear 
fruit. He’s asked, “Do you expect to eat the fruit of your labors?” The old man replies, “I did not 

find this world desolate when I entered it. My father planted for me before I was born. So do I plant 
for those who come after me.” 

We are very pleased to announce the establishment of the Temple Emanu-El Endowment Fund. The endowment will 
provide the Temple financial security and the ability to plan and operate beyond year-to-year membership commitments 
and contributions for generations to come. 

The purpose of the endowment is to secure the future of the Temple in perpetuity, while enriching programs for the benefit 
of members. Most temples of our size have the insurance of an endowment to help them take a long-term approach to 
planning, preserve programming in leaner years and fund unplanned expenses. 

The Endowment Fund is held and managed by the Jewish Community Endowment Fund of San Francisco (JCEF) for the 
benefit of Temple Emanu-El. Interest earned is added to the principal. Investments are managed by the JCEF's Investment 
Committee, which currently manages a $500 million endowment fund of its own in addition to over $2 billion in funds for 
foundations, Jewish agencies, and synagogues. 

The JCEF has expertise in investing and managing agency and synagogue endowments as well as in handling endowment 
gifts of all types. The JCEF is partnering with Temple Emanu-El to educate members, facilitate gifts, and to invest and 
make distributions from the Temple Emanu-El Endowment fund for the synagogue's benefit. Once the Endowment Fund 
principal reaches $500,000, Temple Emanu-El will receive disbursements for its needs, as determined by Temple Emanu-
El leadership in agreement with the JCEF. 

The Torah Writing Project is our Temple’s initiative for raising endowment funds now. Details on the exciting Torah Writing 
Project can be found elsewhere in this issue of Connections. Writing our own Torah and creating an Endowment both 
embody the concept of L’dor V’dor – from Generation to Generation. As contributions to the Torah Writing Project exceed 
expenses, all monies will go to the Endowment Fund. 

But of course our campaign for gifts to the endowment will extend beyond our 150th Anniversary. Numerous assets are 
accepted, including cash, securities, real estate, IRAs and other retirement plan assets, Israel bonds, insurance policies, 
bequests, and charitable gift annuities, which provide fixed income back to you. The JCEF has gift planning experts who 
can assist you confidentially in determining how your overall estate and financial planning can include Temple Emanu-El. 

Temple Emanu-El has served our families and the Silicon Valley Jewish community for 150 years. Now we have an 
obligation and an opportunity to extend that vision for generations to come -- L'dor V’dor. 

We invite you to become part of the Temple Emanu-El Endowment. We will be mailing out more detailed information and 
making it available on the website in the near future. We will also have meetings this spring at which we can answer your 
questions. In the meantime, please do not hesitate to contact Ruth Krandel or Jim Heerwagen or an Endowment 
Committee member. 

Your generosity, which will inspire others, honors those who have come before and is truly a gift for the future. 

If not now, then when? If not us, then who? 

The Endowment Committee  
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 Yom HaShoah– Holocaust Memorial  

 
 
 
 
 

Community Yom HaShoah  
(Holocaust Memorial) Service 

Sunday, May 1, 2011 at Temple Emanu-El  
7:00 pm Yom HaShoah Service 

 

Yom Hashoah (Holocaust Remembrance Day) commemorates 
the lives and heroism of Jewish people who suffered, fought, and 

died in the Holocaust between 1933 and 1945. 
 

6:00 pm Lecture by Rabbi Irvin Ungar 

“To the Hallowed Memory of Europe’s Martyred Jews”:  
The Holocaust Art of Arthur Szyk  
Presented by Rabbi Irvin Ungar,  

Curator of The Arthur Szyk Society 

This illustrated presentation pays tribute to the memory of European 
Jewry through the art of Polish-Jewish artist Arthur Szyk (1894–
1951), the leading artist for Jewish rescue in America during the 
Holocaust. A self-identified “soldier in art,” Szyk - whom Eleanor 
Roosevelt called a “one-man army” - fought the Nazis with pen and 
brush on behalf of the Allies and the Jews of Europe. Besides his 
powerful wartime art, Szyk is best known for his illuminated Passover 
Haggadah. 

 Zip Code Havdallah 

Neighborhood Havdallah  
Coming to a Home near You!  
June 11, 2011 7:00-8:30 P.M 

Back by popular demand! Sharing a 
havdallah service with Temple members is 
a great way to meet people and enjoy a 
spiritual experience with your family and 
friends who live near you. Havdallah is the 
brief Jewish service at sundown Saturday 
that officially ends Shabbat. At the home of 
a local host, we celebrate, sing, schmooze, 
and of course eat! Each family brings an appetizer or dessert 
to share with 5-7 people. (Please no shellfish or pork & do not 
mix meat and milk in the same dish.)  

The host family provides the beverages. 

Neighborhood Havdallah is always a lot of fun. We hope you’ll 
come join us. Children are welcome.  

After all the RSVP’s are received, the event staff will organize 
the individual Havdallah groups by neighborhood. 
Approximately 10 days before the event, you’ll be contacted 
with the name and address of your local host family and their 
location.  

RSVP by May 18, 2011 to: Andrew Weinberg,  
(408) 839-5569, or Andrew_jag@yahoo.com 
PS: How about being a Host? If you’d like to host 
Neighborhood Havdallah, please get in touch with me ASAP 

 Membership Memo 

Prospective Members Bagel Brunch 
May 1, 2011 at 10:00 AM 

Do you have friends interested in Temple 
Emanu-El?  Our own community is our best 
advertisement so invite your friends to come 

and have a schmear and schmooze with us on May 1, 2011 at 
10:00 AM. For more information contact the Temple office  
at (408)292-0939.  
 

Chai Welcoming Bags 
Help us say “Hi” to new members with an $18 
donation to support welcoming “Chai Bags.” 
Each bag includes Shabbat wine, candles, 
Judaica books, Gift Shop certificate, and a special 
Havdalah box made by the children (K-3) in the 
congregation. Our new members are always 
delighted to receive their personally delivered gift 
as a welcome from our temple family. 

Make checks payable to the Temple: 
Temple Emanu-El 

1010 University Ave 
San Jose, CA 95126 

ATT: Sharon Barowsky 

 150th Celebration 

Mark these dates on your calendar!  

  

 

August 5, 2011 
Temple Emanu-El’s Birthday  

Shabbat Celebration 
 

September 18 
150th Anniversary Year Kickoff Event 
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And those we have lost in years past: 
May 6, 2011 (7:15 PM): Mollie Bain, Bessie Engleman Cohn, 
Meyer Eisenberg, Jack Gardner, Morris Golden, Eleanore 
Goldfinger, Helen Hersch, Siegfried Kahn, Elvira Kakis, 
Leonard Katz, Dr. Robert (Bob) Kirshbaum, Elias Levin, Kate 
Levin, Nathan Litman, Samuel Semmy Marcus, Paris Frank 
Massik, Isaac Miller, Lena Naymark, Jamie Beth Nussbaum, 
David Parnes, John Puopolo, Bernice Richman, Isaac Rousso, 
Philip Ruby, Lillian F. Silver, Sarah Simon, Mollye Sockolov, 
Robert Tobias, Harry Aaron Wagner, Jack Weiss, Robert 
Wooten. 

May 13, 2011 (7:30 PM): Sanford Alaynick, Morris Atlas, Irvin 
Becker, Marcus Joel Bernstein, Sophie Blumer, Joseph 
Boroditsky, Rachel Glicksberg, Lillian Heller, Samuel Kahn, 
Nettie Lee, David Levine, Nathan Lewis, Jack B. Mackay, Kate 
Mamon, Gary Melmon, Rebecca Miller, Jean Modiano, Percy 
Mostow, Edith Nissman, Harry Pollak, Sheldon Prizant, Steven 
Rutherford, Sarra Saltzman, Seymour Louis Stone, Max 
Sucher, Samuel Telson, Irwin Tuttelman, Norman Zinker. 

May 20, 2011 (7:30 PM): Gertrude Altman, Rachel Epstein 
Annan, Frances Atlas, Claire Basist, Bernie Bernstein, Juliet 
Roy Bloom, Max Boxer, Ruth Bryman, Victor Donath, George 
I. Frank, Abraham Friedman, W.C. Grammer, Nathan Havlin, 
Theodore D. Holstein, Joe Jaffee, Craig Karnal, Helen 
Landman, Anna C. Lax, Abe Lerner, Louis Leven, Florence 
Libglid, Burton Rubenstein, Elfriede Schimek, Gilbert 
Senigaglia, Albert I Silver, Max Simans, Charleen Weinstein, 
Ruth Wiseman, Joseph Woron. 

May 27, 2011 (6:30 PM): Morton Barr, Philip Basist, Meyer 
Bloom, Freida Ida Engleman, Beatrice Fishman, Julian 
Forster, Edith Goldeen, Al Golden, Joel Goldfarb, Herman 
Greenberg, Bernard Hawk, Rose Hubert, Eileen Jackel, Jacob 
Ari Katz, Emil Leoffler, Ethel Lindauer, Carl McClure, Bluma 
Nadel, Randy Reiser, Julius Schatten, Oscar Shev, Howard 
Silberman, Isadore Stein, Philip Svigals, Irving Taub, Max 
David Yampol, Rose Yzhaki. 

 We Remember... 

Those we have lost recently: 
Lee Mandel, mother of Ronald Mandel 

Gregory Tennenbaum, grandfather of Alec Brouk 
Sheldon Singer, father of Richard Singer and 

grandfather of Joey, Jakob, and Justin Singer 
Michael Goldberg, brother of Sally Siegel 
Marcia Silver, cousin of Harriet Saltzman 

 Join the Mitzvah Makers May 14 

The Temple Emanu-El 6th Graders (Mitzvah Makers) will 
be taking part in this year’s ACS Relay for Life on Saturday, 
May 14th at Townsend Field for 24 hours full of fun, hope, and 
remembrance.  
SURVIVORS: Please join us for the survivor lap at 10 AM; you 
need to pre-register by Apr 15. Contact Carol when you are 
signed up or if you have questions. 
All of you are our inspiration, and we would like to share this 
special experience with you. 
For a link to the survivor and team pages please see our weekly 
e-blast. 
The Mitzvah Makers will be raising funds with luminaria to 
honor and memorialize our heroes and loved ones.   
Contact: Suellen Haggerty for Relay Info  
(suellen-haggerty@gmail.com) 
Carol Hoffman for Survivor Info (carolhky@gmail.com) 

 Bar Mitzvah 

Ari Geary-Teeter, son of Michelle Geary 
and Bob Teeter, will be called to Torah 
as a Bar Mitzvah on Saturday, May 14, 
2011. Ari is an 8th grader in the Indigo 
Program at Frost School in San Jose. 
Ari’s Bar Mitzvah project is growing and 
selling plants and donating the money 
toward La Mesa Verde, a group that helps low-income people 
grow their own food instead of relying on big companies. Just 
like La Mesa Verde, his Torah portion (Behar) is partly about 
giving back to the environment. Ari’s other interests are table 
tennis, writing, politics, music, and Giants baseball. He has 
an insane sense of humor. He is also a published author. Ari 
wishes that everyone at his Bar Mitzvah has a good time.  

 Mazel Tov and Todah Rabah 

Mazel tov to Cherie Ravel on her promotion at Jewish 
Family Services of Silicon Valley. 
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 Temple Happenings  Shabbat in Nature 

For the past eight years, we have been offering a Shabbat in 
Nature program for those whose spiritual juices tend to flow 
when out in nature. Some people feel God's presence in a 
sanctuary -- some feel it on a mountain, in the redwoods, or 
near the ocean. As Joseph Campbell said, "God is the 
experience of looking at a tree and saying ‘Ah’". We are so 
fortunate to live in the Bay Area; with a little effort we can be 
in beautiful natural environments, any one of which can 
provide the experience Joseph Campbell was referring to.  

Our Shabbat in Nature experiences have taken us to Uvas 
Canyon, Sanborn Skyline Park, Stevens Creek 
Reservoir, Alum Rock Park, Sunol Regional Park and Skyline 
Ridge. They typically involve an informal minyan, Torah 
discussion, songs, hiking, and of course delicious food. 
Participants have a unique opportunity to connect with God, 
nature, and friends.  

May 28th-29th is our 6th annual Shabbat campout at Big 
Basin State Park. Surrounded by majestic redwoods, we will 
have an opportunity to study Torah, pray, hike, sing, eat and 
drink. While we have a few group activities planned, the days 
are yours to enjoy as you choose. But no one wants to miss 
the delicious potluck dinner, Havdalah under the stars, 
singing around the campfire, s’mores, and the toasted-over-
the-fire bagels with fresh grilled salmon for breakfast! If 
camping isn’t your thing, you are welcome to join for the day 
and as far into the night as you choose. Reservations are a 
must for camping and space is limited. A flyer with 
information can be found on the Shalom Table. 

E*xtraordinary benefit to Temple 
S*imple, join online, www.escrip.com, Temple's  
   ID# is 136985180 
C*ost-effective, no cost to you 
R*esults are fantastic,$3,000+ earned last year 
I*ncredible! Temple gets a % of your purchases 
P*lease register today 

All we ask is that you eat and shop at our generous 
merchants. If all congregants plus their family and friends 
were eScrip supporters, think of the benefit to Temple! 
Please phone me for a merchant list or help in registering 
your Safeway/credit/debit cards.  

Lorie Kaplan, eScrip coordinator, 408.267.4563 

Do you enjoy books and research? Do you 
like to scan book shelves in search of 

interesting titles?  
  

Then volunteering to join our Library Committee might 
be of interest to you.  

  

Our library is a very valuable resource. We are interested in 
reviewing how it is used with the intent of enhancing its value. 

  

Call the office at 408.292.0939 or e-mail 
Drew@templesanjose.org to join the Library Committee  

and/or for more information.  

 
 
 

 May 20 at 6:00 PM 
This brief service is led by the clergy and features upbeat 
songs, a short story, and a talk with the Rabbi on the bimah 
and is perfect for families with young children. For more info 
contact Samantha Meister at smeister500@yahoo.com. 

 End of the Year for Adult Ed 

As the year draws to a close many thanks go out to our Adult 
Ed teachers and students who make Adult Ed valuable. Let 
me introduce you to Jeff Applebaum, who will tell you about 
Adult Ed at Temple Emanu-El: "Taking Adult Ed courses has 
been a wonderful way to continually learn about the depth of 
wisdom and history of the Jewish people. Other than the 
existence of Facebook, how much has really changed in 5,000 
years?  

With the busy lifestyles that we all lead, I cannot make as 
many Friday services as I'd like to, so I chose to attend Adult 
Ed classes instead. It helps me feel connected to my 
synagogue and the Jewish community here in San Jose, and 
center my focus at the beginning of the week. 

The camaraderie of the "chavurah" is one of mutual respect 
and is full of laughter. I get a lot of material for my stand-up 
comedy act. I have thoroughly enjoyed courses from Cantor 
Unterman and Rabbi Magat, and look forward to many more. 
I encourage you join us for the fun." 

In addition, here are my suggestion for other possible courses 
(that I noted in class): 

 Jewish entertainment/entertainers 
 Jewish athletes 
 Music group (like the Maccabeats-See youtune.com) 
 Torah study 
 Comparative religion classes 

See you next year! 

L Shalom, 
Gordon Robinson 
Adult Ed Chairperson 

Rosh Chodesh 
Wednesday, May 4, 7p.m. 

At the home of Lorie & Shari Kaplan 

Rosh Chodesh, festival of the New Moon, is an ancient 
tradition just for women going back to biblical times. We 
celebrate this holiday with ritual, music, meditation and 
prayer. We reinforce our Jewish identity and deepen our 
spirituality by focusing on a personal topic and how it relates 
to the Hebrew month, this time Iyar, and perhaps a biblical 
person. 
This holiday is a sacred, warm and friendly celebration. 
Noshes are included. Space is limited; please RSVP to Lorie 
& Shari at 408.267.4563.  

Help the Temple Go Green  

and Save Money! 

E‐mail admin@templesanjose.org if you 
would like to start receiving Connections via e‐mail and/or 
to stop receiving paper statements! 

This can save the Temple almost $20 per family per year!  

That adds up to be over $4,000! And it saves a lot of trees! 
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 Sisterhood Moments 

 Brotherhood News 

It’s now early May and I hope everyone had a wonderful 
Passover. The Purim party was very exciting. As in years past, 
Brotherhood was happy to provide the wine for this festive 
event. 

A big thanks to Steve Wernick for reviving the “Havdallah 
Dinner and a Movie” series, held on April 9. We had a great 
turnout, and as always a great meal was served and a 
wonderful movie provided. 

Also, back by popular demand, the “Neighborhood Havdallah” 
is planned for June 11th, at various neighborhood homes. 
Brotherhood will be assisting in the sponsorship by providing 
wine for these 8 to 9 simultaneous events. For further 
information see page 6. 

The next Diaspora Dinner is scheduled for May 21 at 6 PM 
and will focus on the Jews of the South. 

The Brotherhood and Sisterhood Wine and Cheese Social is 
scheduled for May 14.  

All men of Temple Emanu-El are personally invited to join us 
at our monthly meetings, held the second Sunday of each 
month at 9:00AM in the Cottage. 

As always, if you are not a member of Brotherhood, please 
give me a call at 408-476-7568 or email me at: 
hanseninvestments@comcast.net to discuss. New members of 
the Temple get a complimentary 1-year membership in our 
group. 

Bob Hansen – Brotherhood President 

ANNUAL DONOR LUNCHEON 
 This popular and elegant event will be held at 11:00 AM on 
Thursday, June 16, 2011 at the beautiful La Rinconada 
County Club, located at 14595 Clearview Drive, Los Gatos. 
Special guest will be Michelle Richmond, author of The Year 
of Fog, the 2011 Silicon Valley Reads selection. *Have items 
or services to donate? Contact Judy Levy at 834-9051.  
If you don't receive your invitation by May 15, contact Anita 
at 773-1410 or anitajmed@yahoo.com 
TEA AND TORAH WITH CANTOR MEEKA SIMERLY  
Temple Emanu-El's Sisterhood and Adult Education 
Program are excited to announce that Cantor Simerly will be 
leading a new Torah Study program once a month following 
Shabbat Morning Minyan. The egalitarian Tea and Torah 
Program will include study of the week's Torah portion over 
tea and noshes, utilizing commentaries from a female 
perspective, including the URJ Torah: A Women's 
Commentary . Come learn about the history, thought 
process, and the fast-evolving "freedom of expression" of 
Jewish women. Open to all in the community who want to 
learn. 
TIME: Minyan 9:00 AM  Discussion/study 10:30 AM-12 PM 

DATES: June 11th & July 9th Sunday May 15-Sisterhood 
lunch meeting in BFR 1:30 

Questions? Call Sisterhood president Judith Stubbs at  
(408)496-1660 or email spiritualjudith@yahoo.com 

Schmoozing with Survivors: 
Sunday, May 1 at 4:30-6:00 PM  

Chai Society, Jews' Next Dor, and the Silicon Valley Holocaust 
Association are proud to be sponsoring a Yom HaShoah event 
prior to the community activities on May 1st.  

We welcome all young adults and survivors of the Holocaust and 
their extended families to share a light dairy buffet dinner 
together. This event provides a personal and powerful connection 
between the past and the present, young and old. 

This event is free to all survivors and their spouses and is $12 for 
all others who wish to attend.  

Young Adult Bowling at Homestead Lanes 
May 2 at 7:00 PM 

$18 per person gets you 2 hours of bowling, shoes, veggie pizza, 
and unlimited sodas! RSVP at http://tinyurl.com/CSJNDbowling 
Sponsored by Temple Emanu-El’s Chai Society & Jews’ Next Dor. 
For more info e-mail chaisociety@templesanjose.org . 

Young Women's Re-JEW-Vin-Ation Spa Party  
May 15 from 2-4PM 

Come join other young adult ladies for an afternoon of 
pampering. Choose your pampering options: 
Deluxe Manicure OR Pedicure $27 
Deluxe Manicure AND Pedicure $42 
Deluxe Pedicure AND Gel Polish Manicure (Lasts 2-3 weeks) $52 
Additional services available a la carte the day of: Waxing, 
Massages, Facials. Above Pricing does not include gratuity. Light 
snacks will be provided.  Space is limited to the first 15.   

Register at http://tinyurl.com/re-jew-vin-ation. 

 The Chai Society-Young Adults  

Temple Emanu-El’s Chai Society welcomes young adults, ages 21-
39, both singles and couples, to our community. We provide 

meaningful opportunities to explore Jewish tradition and enrich our 
Jewish experience by connecting young adults to an engaging, 

diverse, Reform Jewish community. 

 EESY Thoughts 

Greetings from Temple Emanu-
El Youth Group (EESY) Board! 
If you have missed previous 
events, don’t worry! On May 7 
from 7-11:30 PM at Temple 
Emanu-El, we are having our 
biggest event of the year-- a 
dance called South Bay 
Sammy’s. It is $10 for anyone 
in 9th through 12th grade. This 
price includes dinner, drinks, 

poker chips for Brotherhood’s back room casino, and dancing. 
The theme is “Throw yourself back to the 1920s!” If your child 
would like to go to this event or has any questions, and we have 
not contacted you, PLEASE contact our president, Elyssa 
Hurwitz, at girl.surfer94@gmail.com. And we wish everyone a 
wonderful Shavuot! 
Sincerely, 
Your EESY Board 

Emanu-El Senior Youth (EESY) offers Jewish 9th-12th grade 
students opportunities to come together for social, ritual, and 
community service activities. Register your teen today for EESY! 
Membership only costs $36 and guarantees the discounted 
member prices for all events!  

mailto:spiritualjudith@yahoo.com�
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April was a fun-filled month! We 
enjoyed sunshine (at last), giggles 
on the playground, planting our 
new garden and our special 
preschool seder. 

Our children worked very hard all 
month on the 4 Questions and 
they were so very proud to sing 
them in music class, Shabbat and 
again at the seder. Our 4 & 5 year 
old Parrots and Bears mastered all 
of the questions and sounded amazing and excited to be part 
of such an important occasion. Finding the afikomen resulted 
in giggles and the happy squeal of “I found one!!” 

When the children returned from spring break they planted 
carrots, radishes, pumpkins, sunflowers and squash in the 
garden. Each child had a turn either planting or watering the 
seeds and it was wonderful to hear them explain to their 
younger friends about carrots and how they “hide” in the 
ground. We do love our gardens and appreciate all of the hard 
work Matt Weingarten put into building them last year. 

May will bring our End of Year Potluck Dinner and Sing-A-
Long, and our annual dance recital, we will also begin to learn 
about Shavuot. Things in the preschool are always moving 
and we love every moment. 

Happy Spring! 
Barbara Smead 
Follow us on facebook!! www.facebook.com/templeemanuelpreschool 

 Preschool Moments 

 Religious School Ruach 

Students enjoyed a taste of 
Pesach as they participated in 
model seders, recounting the 
story of our Exodus from 
Egypt and beginning our 
transformation from slavery to 
freedom. 

Sisterhood took charge and 
prepared the bulk of the ritual 
foods for this event. Dedicated 
parents from each classroom 
stepped forward to make the 
charoset. This communal 
show of support for the school 
resulted in a day of learning for 
our students – thank you! 

We hope to see everyone on Friday, May 6, the last Family 
Service of 2010-11. Aleph Hebrew will lead the service and 
Grade 5 will perform a play. Consider coming ahead of time for 
the potluck at 6:15 PM. 

Although it doesn’t seem possible, we’ll begin enrollment for 
2011-2012 in June. Have you changed your email address? 
Please let us know so we can stay in touch through e-blasts. 
Also, check us out on Facebook http://tinyurl.com/3wayy9q  

Paula Marsh, Religious School Principal 
paula@templesanjose.org 

 Ritual Committee 

My wife, Libby, daughter, Natalie, and I recently welcomed the 
newest member of our family, Gweneth Isadora, born March 2. 
Her Hebrew name, which is to be Malca Shifra, was Libby’s 
grandmother’s name. We are extremely excited to have her 
baby naming during the Tot Shabbat service on May 20, and 
celebrate with the Temple Emanu-el community afterwards in 
the Temple House. 

At the same time my life has recently taken a bitter taste. My 
grandmother passed away on April 8, 2011. Out of my four 
grandparents she was my favorite, and out of her four 
grandchildren I was clearly her favorite. She was fun, full of life, 
and had the self-confidence to be herself at all times. Many of 
my own ideals and beliefs stem from the time that she and I 
spent together in my childhood, and throughout my adult life. 

These two events, the birth of my second child and the death of 
my grandmother, within a month of each other reminds me 
that each generation is responsible for delivering its own 
traditions to the next. Torah is not only one of the greatest 
divine gifts, but is also the weighty, communal responsibility 
that we all bear to give to the next generation. 

Those principles that I drew from my grandmother are the 
result of thousands of years of giving the Torah, and hundreds 
of hands shaping those principles. Each time we pass the 
Torah on, we cannot help but put our own indelible mark on 
the context in which it is read, nor can we ignore the prior 
marks laid upon it by those from whom we have received it. 

Aaron Rubin 

 Tikkun Olam Committee 

If you are a regular reader of this column, 
other than the committee members (Hello! 
Is there anyone else out there?), then you 
may have noticed a certain repetitious 
nature to my monthly appeal to your sense 
of commitment to the principles of Tikkun 
Olam – repairing the world. Be that as it 
may, I want you to know that the 
committee does much more than just solicit your support for 
our efforts to improve our community through Social Action 
and Social Justice. That being said, I can only hope that I can 
find a way to encourage you to let me know you have heard 
the message. 

Even if you are not a regular reader, in this month’s 
shortened report, I want to ask you to take a moment out of 
your all too busy schedule and drop me a note to let me know 
that you are aware of the committee’s work. After all, we just 
accepted the Fain Award, a national recognition of our Temple 
for our committee’s outstanding work to better our 
community through innovative actions. Please let me know 
you care, or at least that you appreciate our efforts. Better yet, 
participate in our listening campaign to help us continue our 
good work. Contact me through the Temple office or write me 
at to@templesanjose.org or call me at (408) 245-1202. As 
Rabbi Magat has said, “Tikkun Olam is everybody’s 
responsibility.” The committee is here to help you fulfill that 
responsibility. 

Rich Albert 

Brooke & Blake 
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GENERAL FUND 
In memory of 
Abbey Nathaniel Cohn 
 Norma Cohn 
Jack Gardner 
Helen Hersch 
 Joanne and Robert Hersch 
Alfred Michaelis 
 Jonothan Miller 
Isaac Miller 
Slava Freida Miller 
 Golda Miller 
Henrietta Mintzer 
 George and Diane Rauchwerger 
Lee Mandel 
Alexandra Kanciruk 
Malvin Weiss 
Ben Weiss 
 Steve and Arlene Greenberg 
Marvin Gorenberg 
 Gary and Janet Katz 
Muriel Gardner  
 Dr. and Mrs. Robert Hersch 
Sandy Sprintz 
 Debbie and Grant Michels 
In honor of 
Barbara and Mort Berlant 
 Marvin and Joan Fox 
Donation 
 Steve and Annette Ladowitz 
 Henry and Debra Watkins 
 
RABBI JOSEPH GITIN MEMORIAL 
ENDOWMENT FUND 
In memory of  
Paul Jaffee 
 Seema and Bob Jaffee 
 
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
In memory of  
Meyer and Anita Eisenberg  
 Neal Eisenberg 
Albert Simon 
Emma Simon 
 Mrs. Elvin Ress 
Dr. Gerald Zuckerman 
 Suzanne Boxer-Gassman 
Edward Green 
 Roma and Philip Green 
Sandy Sprintz 
 Michele and Chris Eaton 
 Michael and Millie Sprintz 
Norman Zinker 
 Selma Zinker 
In appreciation of  
Rabbi Magat 
 Judith Siegel 
 
CANTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
In memory of 
Lena Jaffee 
 Seema and Bob Jaffee 
 
 
 
 

CAMPERSHIP FUND 
In memory of 
Charles Rubin 
 Pauline and Jacob Braunstein 
Nathan Litman 
 Lori, Al and Shari Kaplan 
In honor of 
Barbara and Mort Berlant 
 Lori, Al and Shari Kaplan 
 
JUDITH JURMAN OMENS CEMETERY 
BEAUTIFICATION FUND 
In memory of 
Percy and Anna Bronstein 
George Rittenberg 
 Diane Rittenberg 
Minnie Rudin 
 Ilean Rudin 
 
KENNETH GORDON CHILDREN’S 
PRAYERBOOK FUND 
In memory of 
Harold Gold 
 Michele and Chris Eaton 
 Marcia and Joe Riggio 
 
IDA F. KRAGEN CONSECRATION AND 
CARING FUND 
In honor of  
Elena Klaw 
 Barbara Smead 
Donation 
 David Ledwitz 
 
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND 
In memory of 
Henrietta and Samuel Mintzer 
 Michael and Rachel Mintzer 
Donation 
 Nesya Fishstrom 
 
BETTY RINSLER RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 
ENDOWMENT FUND 
In memory of 
Eric Rinsler 
 Leo Rinsler and Family 
In honor of  
Barbara and Mort Berlant 
 Bobbi Lotman 
 
SHANK-ROCKMAN SOUND SYSTEM FUND 
Donation 
 Sydney and Doris Rosenberg 
 
PRAYERBOOK TRIBUTE FUND 
In memory of 
Selma S. Benson 
 Dr. Lawrence and Ruth Ross 
 
TORAH PROJECT 
In memory of 
Rabbi Gitin 
 Temple Emanu-El Sisterhood 
 
 
 

YOUNG ADULT PROGRAMING FUND 
In memory of 
David Parnes 
 Lisa Sobel and Benji Berlow 

 Thank You for Your Generous Contributions 
  Donations made after the second Friday of the month will be listed in the following month’s issue of Connections. 
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 Please Support Our Advertisers 

 

“It would be my  

pleasure to be  

your Realtor!” 

 Mary Cohen 
Seniors Real Estate Specialist (SRES) 

Quality Service Certified (QSC) 

408.981.2955 cell 

In appreciation of your business and 
referrals, a donation will be made to 
Temple Emanu-El at close of escrow. 

LAW OFFICE OF DERRYL H. MOLINA 
Estate planning – Elder Law – General Practice 

Mediations 
SE HABLA ESPANOL 

 
1142 S. Winchester Blvd., Suite B 

San Jose, CA 95128 
408.244.4992 

Derryl H. Molina 
Attorney at Law   attderryl@comcast.net 

  If you would like to advertise in Temple Emanu-El’s Connections, contact Drew Barkley at drew@templesanjose.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Office 408.741.1111 
Direct 408.741.1174 ex. 604 
Fax 408.741.7076 
Cell 408.781.8624 

12988 Saratoga/Sunnyvale Road 
Saratoga, CA 95070  
www.gloriaascher.com 
 

Gloria Melmon Ascher 
Realtor 
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 Please Support Our Advertisers 
  If you would like to advertise in Temple Emanu-El’s Connections, contact Drew Barkley at drew@templesanjose.org. 

Home of Peace 
Cemetery & Mausoleum 

 

Call for an appointment to 
discuss pre-need arrangements: 

 

Robert Basuino 
Administrator  
408.439.1758 

 

Founded in 1853 
Owned and Operated 
by Temple Emanu-El 

 

South Bay Area’s only  
Jewish-owned Cemetery, 

Mausoleum and Columbarium 
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 May 2011 ~ Nissan– Iyyar 5771 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
8AM Confirmation 
9AM Hebrew 
Classes 
10AM Prospective 
Member Brunch 
10:15 AM Judaic 
Studies/ Adult Ed 
4:30 PM Young 
Adult Dinner 
6 PM Yom 
HaShoah Speaker 
7 PM Yom 
HaShoah 
Memorial Service 

2 
6:30 PM Zumba 
7 PM Young Adult 
Bowling at 
Homestead Lanes 

3 
4-9 PM Preschool 
Fundraiser at 
Aqui in Willow 
Glen 
7 PM Board of 
Trustees Meeting 

4 
4 PM Hebrew 
Classes 
6 PM Kadima 
Game Night 
6:15 PM TJS 

5 
6 PM Ritual 
Committee Meeting 

6 
6:15 PM Cong. 
Potluck Dinner 
7:15 PM Erev 
Shabbat Family 
Service 

7 
9 AM Shabbat 
Morning Minyan 
7 PM EESY & 
BBYO Dance 

8 
9 AM 
Confirmation/
Hebrew Classes/
Brotherhood Mtg/
Adult Ed Israeli 
Dancing 
10:15 AM Judaic 
Studies/ Adult 
Ed/The Art of 
Jewish Cooking 

9 
6:30 PM Zumba 

10 
5PM Confirmation 
Photo Day 
7PM Tikkun Olam 
Meeting 

11 
12 PM Lunch and 
Learn 
4PM Hebrew 
Classes 
5-8 PM Religious 
School Night at 
Sweet Tomatoes 
6:15 PM TJS 

12 13 
7:30 PM Erev 
Shabbat Service 

14 
9 AM Shabbat 
Morning Minyan 
10:30 AM  
Bar Mitzvah of  
Ari Geary-Teeter 
 

15 
LAST DAY OF 

HEBREW 
CLASSES 

9 AM Hebrew 
Classes 
10:15 AM Judaic 
Studies/ Adult Ed 
12:30 PM 
Confirmation  
1:30 PM 
Sisterhood Mtg 

16 
6:30 PM Zumba 

17 18 
LAST DAY OF 
WEDNESDAY 

CLASSES 
4 PM Hebrew 
Classes 
6 PM Kadima 
Game Night 
6:15 PM TJS 

19 
 

20 
6 PM Tot Shabbat 
and Dinner 
7:30 PM Erev 
Shabbat Service 

21 
9 AM Shabbat 
Morning Minyan 
6 PM Diaspora 
Dinner: Jews of 
the South 

22 
LAST DAY OF 
RELIGIOUS 
SCHOOL 

8 AM 
Confirmation  
10:15 AM Judaic 
Studies/
Mishpacha Sheli/
Adult Ed 

23 
6:30 PM Zumba 

24 
6:30 PM Annual 
Meeting 

25 
12 PM Lunch and 
Learn Torah Study 

26 27 
6:30 PM Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service 

28 
9 AM Shabbat 
Morning Minyan 
 

29 30 
TEMPLE 

CLOSED FOR 
MEMORIAL DAY 

31     
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 Temple Leadership 

Drew Barkley, FTA 
Executive Director 

drew@templesanjose.org 
408-292-0939 ext. 233 

Paula Marsh 
Religious School Principal 
paula@templesanjose.org 

408-292-3223 

Lisa Sobel 
Director of Communications and 

Member Services Coordinator 
lisas@templesanjose.org 
408-292-0939 ext. 234 

Barbara Smead 
Preschool Director 

Barbara@templesanjose.org 
408-293-8660 
#434404443 

Michelle Laredo 
Administrative Support 

michellel@templesanjose.org 
408-292-0939 ext. 201 

Beth Roellig 
Religious School Assistant 
school@templesanjose.org 

408-292-3223 

MaryAnn Orlowski 
Bookkeeper 

morlowski@templesanjose.org 
408-292-0939 ext. 235 

Bob Basuino 
Cemetery Administrator 

cemetery@templesanjose.org 
408-439-1758 

Maya Kostyanovsky 
Youth Group Advisor 

youthgroupadvisor@templesanjose.org 

Adult Education Gordon Robinson vprey@templesanjose.org 

Membership Commitment Dan Lee dues@templesanjose.org 

Facilities Uri Gottfeld facilities@templesanjose.org 
Marketing Lori Telson marketing@templesanjose.org 

Ritual Maggie Cant ritual@templesanjose.org 
Tikkun Olam Rich Albert to@templesanjose.org 

Membership Shirley Lee membership@templesanjose.org 

Dana Magat 
Senior Rabbi 

rabbimagat@templesanjose.org 

Meeka Simerly 
Cantor 

meekantor@templesanjose.org 

President Laura Danoff-
Robinson 

president@templesanjose.org 

Imd. Past President Steve Greenberg pastpresident@templesanjose.org 
VP Administration Steve Krandel vpadmin@templesanjose.org 
VP Marketing Nancy Weintraub vpmc@templesanjose.org 
VP Membership Ruth Pangilinan vpmembership@templesanjose.org 
VP Education & Youth Jeff Hoffman vprey@templesanjose.org 
Secretary Dan Winter secretary@templesanjose.org 
Treasurer Ronald Mandel treasurer@templesanjose.org 

Brotherhood President Bob Hansen brotherhood@templesanjose.org 

Sisterhood President Judith Stubbs wote@templesanjose.org 

EESY President Elyssa Hurwitz youthgroup@templesanjose.org 

Chai Society Lisa Sobel chaisociety@templesanjose.org 

Rich Albert Maggie Cant James Heerwagen 
Steve Ladowitz Shirley Lee Bob Levy 
Jeffrey Marsh David Mimeles Eleanor Rusnak 

 Lori Telson Andrew Weinberg  

Clergy 

Board of Trustees 

Joseph Gitin, D.D. (z”l) 
Rabbi Emeritus 

Committee Chairs 

Staff 

Auxiliaries 

 Oneg Sponsors 

With the help of congregants, our onegs are a warm gathering 
where we can share the joys of Shabbat. Thank you to those who 
provided goodies in recent weeks: 

April 8, 2011: Lori Rush, in memory of her mother; the Kotlier 
Family, in honor of Jacob Kotlier; and the Sisterhood Bake Shop 

April 15, 2011: Judee and Eleanor (Ellie) Weinstein in memory of 
Eleanor L. Weinstein; Joan and Marvin Fox; Bobbi Lotman, in 
memory of Marty Lotman; and the Sisterhood Bakeshop 

April 22, 2011: Pam and Jeff Hoffman; Marjorie Resnick 
Blickman and Sheldon Blickman, in memory of Arnold Resnick; 
and the Sisterhood Bakeshop. 

April 29, 2011: Sue and Eli Shachal; Deborah and Bennett 
Jacobstein; and the Sisterhood Bakeshop. 

If you have a special date on which you would like to celebrate a 
simcha or remember a loved one, please contact Anita Medeiros 
at anitajmed@yahoo.com or 773-1410, OR fill out our oneg survey 
by going to http://www.tiny.cc/l53lk. 

 Fun(d)raising Opportunities 

Don’t Throw Away Your Empty  
Printer Cartridges!  

Bring them to Temple Emanu-El 
Did you know it takes between 3 oz and 3 quarts of 
oil to produce a single printer ink cartridge? Empty 
inkjet cartridges can be recycled and remanufactured but 
unfortunately their recycle is only about 18%, resulting in millions of 
gallons of oil wasted per year. 

Our Temple has launched a fundraising project with the help of 
Empties4Cash. Temple will receive up to $4.00 for each cartridge. This 
will directly benefit our Temple, not to mention it is great for the 
environment. 

You can help! Any inkjet cartridge with a print head or laser printer 
cartridge can be recycled, regardless of brand or type. Do you have an 
HP, Lexmark, Epson, Xerox, Compaq, Brother, Dell, Canon, or Apple 
printer? Bring in your empty OEM inkjet cartridges to the Temple.  

For more information contact Lisa at lisas@templesanjose.org! 

Temple Emanu‐El’s Preschool  
Night Out  

at Aqui in Willow Glen 

Please join the Temple Preschool for dinner (or take 
out) at Aqui‐Willow Glen on Tuesday, May 3rd from 

4:00‐9:00 PM. Aqui will donate 20% of all net sales to our school! 
Spread the word...all you need to do is tell Aqui you are with 
Temple Emanu‐El Preschool when you place your order.  

A "Sweet" Way to Raise 
Money for Temple Emanu-El  

at Sweet Tomatoes  
On Wednesday, May 11, 2011, 
from 5:00 - 8:00 PM, enjoy dinner 
with your family at Sweet Tomatoes while raising funds for 
Temple Emanu-El. 20% of the proceeds from the cost of your 
meal will be donated to the Temple. Just be certain to bring the 
flyer (on the Shalom Table) and purchase a drink with your meal. 
The restaurant is located at 625 Coleman Avenue (at Taylor), 
almost around the corner from the Temple. This is the perfect 
place to take the kids to dinner after Hebrew School  at 6:00 PM!  

http://www.tiny.cc/l53lk�
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Address Service Requested 

Operating and Tribute Funds: 
General Fund 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
Cantor’s Discretionary Fund 
Executive Director’s Discretionary Fund 
Alvin Ravel Garden Fund 
Beverly Jordan Temple Beautification Fund 
Judith Jurman Omens Cemetery  
 Beautification Fund 
Capital Campaign Fund 
Lollie Brickner Media Center Fund 
Lou and Clara Juren Library Fund 
Ralph Goldeen Library Fund 
150th Anniversary  
Torah Project 
 
Religious Funds: 
Harold Cahn Prayerbook Fund 
Herbert Marchick High Holy Day Fund 
Kenneth Gordon Children’s Prayerbook Fund 
Susanne & Maurice Tucker High Holy  
 Day Music Fund 
Ida F. Kragen Consecration and Caring Fund 

Youth Funds: 
Religious School Fund 
Religious School Enrichment Fund 
Betty Rinsler Religious School  
 Endowment Fund 
Weintraub Religious School Scholarship Fund 
Campership Fund 
Leonard and Bernice Gaon Campership Fund 
Michael Elman Campership Fund 
Milton Fox Campership Fund 
Phyllis Matzner Campership Fund 
Israel Scholarship Fund 
Susanne C. Blickman Arts and Crafts Fund 
 
Cultural Funds: 
Choir Fund 
Andrew Apte Temple Historical Fund 
Phyllis Omel Junior Choir Fund 
Bertram Berns Music Fund 
Shank-Rockman Family Sound System Fund 
Chai Society– Young Adults  
 Programming Fund 

Community Funds: 
Facilities for the Aged Fund (Chai House) 
JoAnne Salman-Tehrani Homeless Fund 
 
Other Tribute Opportunities: 
$36 - Prayerbook Tribute 
$218/$500/$750 - Tree of Life  
Leaf/small/large rock 
$500 - Sanctuary Chair Plaque 
$750 - Memorial Plaque (in sanctuary foyer) 
 
Opportunities in Levin Learning Center: 
$5,000 - Stair Plaque  
$10,000 - Library Column Dedication 
$25,000 - Room Dedication 
 
Contact the office for additional opportunities. 

Making a contribution to one of Temple Emanu-El’s many funds is a wonderful way to honor your friends and family. You may 
make contributions in honor of a birth, birthday, brit milah, baby naming, Bar/Bat Mitzvah, Confirmation, graduation, 

engagement, wedding, anniversary, promotion, new home, special occasion or just because. You may also make contributions 
for get-well wishes, condolence, remembrance and yarzeits. 


	TEA AND TORAH WITH CANTOR MEEKA SIMERLY 
	Temple Emanu-El's Sisterhood and Adult Education Program are excited to announce that Cantor Simerly will be leading a new Torah Study program once a month following Shabbat Morning Minyan. The egalitarian Tea and Torah Program will include study of the week's Torah portion over tea and noshes, utilizing commentaries from a female perspective, including the URJ Torah: A Women's Commentary . Come learn about the history, thought process, and the fast-evolving "freedom of expression" of Jewish women. Open to all in the community who want to learn.

