
  

 

 
 
 

Each bag is $5  
or $218 to deliver a bag to each person in the congregation. 

Orders must be placed by March 8th. 
See the order form on page 5! 
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“Go Back to the 60s” “Go Back to the 60s”   
at the Adult Purim Partyat the Adult Purim Party  

it’ll be a Ball!it’ll be a Ball!  
Saturday, March 19, 2011 at 7:00 PMSaturday, March 19, 2011 at 7:00 PM  

See “The Megillah,” starring Snidely Whiplash See “The Megillah,” starring Snidely Whiplash 

and Dudley Doand Dudley Do--Right and do the Funky Right and do the Funky 

Chicken to the 60s music of Chicken to the 60s music of Laurent Fourgo Laurent Fourgo   

while enjoying appetizers, desserts ,while enjoying appetizers, desserts ,  

and Rabbi’s famous punch! and Rabbi’s famous punch!   
  

Bring your favorite adult beverage to share!Bring your favorite adult beverage to share!  
  

$5 cover charge $5 cover charge   

for a whole night of fun!for a whole night of fun!    
  

So get a babysitter for the little So get a babysitter for the little 
ones, then plan to eat, drink, and ones, then plan to eat, drink, and 

dance the night away!dance the night away!  

Inside this Issue: 

Purim Details 

Purim Bag Order 
Form 

Passover Preview 

 New Sisterhood 
Programs 

Young Adult Events 
& Mitzvah Project 

New Member 
Dinner Information 

 

Shabbat Service 
Schedule &  

Candle Lighting: 
 

Fri., Mar. 4 (5:48 PM) 
6:15 PM Congregational 

Potluck 
7:15 PM Erev Shabbat 

Family Service 
Sat., Mar. 5 

9:00 AM Shabbat 
Morning Minyan 

 

Fri., Mar. 11 (5: 55 PM) 
7:30 PM Rock Shabbat 

Service  
Sat., Mar. 12 

9:00 AM Shabbat 
Morning Minyan 

 

Fri., Mar. 18 (7:01PM) 
Haverot Shabbat 

6:00 PM Tot Shabbat 
7:30 PM Erev Shabbat 

Service 
Sat., Mar. 19 

9:00 AM Shabbat 
Morning Minyan 

10:30 AM Bat Mitzvah of 
Leigh Walaszczyk 

7:00 Megillah Reading 
 

Fri., Mar. 25 (7:08 PM) 
6:30 Kabbalat Shabbat 

Service 
Sat., Mar. 26 

9:00 AM Shabbat 
Morning Minyan 

 

Annual Purim Spiel & Carnival
March 20, 2011 at 11:00 AM

 

Enjoy Games, Prizes, Live Music 
from the Brotherhood Band and 

a Silent Auction!  
 

Discount tickets on sale March 6 
& 13 including the option to  

pre-order lunch.  
 

Put on your costume and come 
join us for a fun afternoon.  

 

This event is open to  
kids of all ages  

 in the Community!  

Help the 2011 
Confirmation Class 

raise funds to 
replant trees lost 
in the 2010 fires  

in Israel! 

Help the 2011 
Confirmation Class 

raise funds to 
purchase items to 

dress the new Torah 
L’Dor V’Dor! 
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Dear Temple Emanu-El Family, 
I begin every column with this greeting; but 
today the phrase takes on a deeper meaning, as 
Gordon and I are basking in the warmth of our 
Temple Emanu-El family’s support during my diagnosis and 
convalescence from successful breast cancer surgery. 
By the time you read this, Valentine’s Day will be long gone and 
hamentaschen will have replaced hearts and flowers, but this 
month’s column a is love letter to our wonderful community. 
I’m well into my recuperation, with a great prognosis, and the 
joy of being a 3-time survivor due to early detection (get those 
mammograms, ladies – all of mine were found that way!). Our 
family has played a major part in how I handled the diagnosis, 
decisions, surgery and recovery, and overall healing. 
Just like the glow of a candle, or a cozy fireplace, warmth comes 
from many sources. So many people were there for us, in so 
many different ways.  
Had I not been a part of our Temple Emanu-El family, I would 
not have had the support of knowledge, past experiences and 
caring of other breast cancer survivors, who spent so much of 
their time sharing stories, giving practical advice, sharing 
laughs, tears, and above all assurances that I would get 
through all of this. While it’s one “club” we hadn’t chosen to 
join, I love these survivor sisters and I know we’ll be there for 
others as well. 
Before the surgery, our family was already in motion, with 
phone calls and offers of support. The gift of a CD of healing 
affirmations and guided imagery for before I even went to the 
hospital as well as during some sleepless nights after. Another 
amazing woman took on organizing all of the offers of dinners, 
and yet another found a way to deliver many of them. 
On the day of the surgery Gordon did not spend a single minute 
alone at the hospital from 6 A.M. until I made him go home at 
8:00 P.M. It was a relief to me to know that he wouldn’t be 
alone, and later when I woke up in the room, there they were 
with him, with flowers and smiles, and reassurance. 
The surgery was extensive, but I left the hospital the following 
morning ( 21st Century medicine is wonderful! Heated gowns! 
Room service with a menu!), and the love and support kept 
coming: flowers, fruit, homemade fudge and cookies, cards, 
calls, Facebook messages, rides, walks, and wonderful food. 
We’ve been wined and dined in our home, including a genuine 
Israeli breakfast, prepared by a genuine Israeli! And seeing and 
hugging so many of you at Deborah’s retirement service 
bumped up my healing to new heights of both body and soul. 
Did I let people know what I was facing so that they could do 
things for me? No – I am truly overwhelmed and deeply 
humbled by all of the love and support, and people who have 
gone out of their way for Gordon and me.  
I went public so that people who may be facing something 
similar can let me know, so I can be of help as well and find 
others to help, the way people did for me. 
My message this month (and all months) is simply this: 
absolutely no one in this family needs to go through trials and 
tribulations alone. We are here for you, but if you don’t reach 
out to the community, we won’t know. You can start with me, 
Rabbi Magat, Cantor Simerly, Drew Barkley, our Caring 
Committee, or if you are too shy, just one person who can make 
these contacts for you. We’ve all had tsurris in our lives, and so 
many of us want to be there for you; you just have to let your 
Temple Emanu-El family know.. 
With deepest thanks for your love and support, l’Shalom, 
Laura Danoff-Robinson; President@templesanjose.org 

 President’s Message 

GET OUT YOUR BELL BOTTOMS, 
MINISKIRTS, & LOVE BEADS – 

WE’RE GOING BACK TO  
THE 1960S!! 

I don't know about you folks, but I am ready for some Purim 
action! I am ready to party, read from the Megillah, drink 
(responsibly, of course), dance till I drop, and spend an 
evening with my favorite group of people. 

I am blessed to have had the opportunity to work on this 
year's Purim Ball with two of our congregants, Linnea and 
Evann (thank you both!). We would like to personally invite 
each of you to invite your friends and family to join us this 
year! 

Let's make it a huge and merry party, with lots of people we 
know - and don't know yet. Let's start preparing for spring 
with noise making, as we say goodbye to winter! So you may 
ask - What is Purim? In a nutshell – “They hated and 
wanted to kill us (Haman). We (Esther and Mordechai) were 
outnumbered under not-so-lovely circumstances in the 
Diaspora. We used our brains and outsmarted an authority 
(Persian King Ahasuerus), turning his (Haman’s) plot right 
back at him. We won, they died, now let's eat some 
Hamantashen! (in Hebrew: Oznei Haman, literally meaning 
"The ears of Haman”). Now, how is that for a lovely visual? 

According to the Talmud, we are required to drink "until we 
cannot tell the difference between ‘cursed be Haman’ and 
‘blessed be Mordechai,’ (In Hebrew: ad lo yada), though 
opinions differ as to exactly how drunk that is... A person 
certainly should not become so drunk that he might violate 
other commandments or get seriously ill. In addition, 
recovering alcoholics or others who might suffer serious 
harm from alcohol are exempt from this obligation. 

One of the most important aspects of Purim, however, is the 
giving of food gifts and charity, in Hebrew Mishloach Manot, 
pronounced "mish-lo-ach mah-not," literally, "sending of 
portions." It does not matter how drunk and happy we want 
to get – we must never forget those who do not have nearly 
as much as we do. 

Megilat Esther says: "…the sending of portions one person 
to another, and gifts to the poor" (9:22). According to 
halakha, (Jewish Law), one can give either food or money 
equivalent to the amount of food that is eaten at a regular 
meal. No distinction is made among the poor; anyone who is 
willing to accept charity is allowed to participate. It is 
obligatory upon the poorest Jew, even one who is himself 
dependent on charity, to give to other poor people. 

So on that note, please join us for the second annual 
Temple Emanu-El Purim Ball on Sat., Mar. 19, when we 
travel back to the 1960’s for a fun-filled, good food, great 
music-filled evening of fun and dance. Costumes – anything 
goes! We need you there to “Twist and Shout” and boogie on 
to the music of Laurent Fourgo and his Band - for those 
who joined the party last year, you know they rocked us till 
wee the hours of the night; it was fun-fun-fun! Yes, there 
will be Megillah reading too. 

Cantor Meeka Simerly 

 Meekantor’s Kol Tuv 
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 Tikkun Olam Wins National Award  A New Face in the Office 

It is our pleasure to inform you 
that Temple Emanu-El and its 
Tikkun Olam Committee has won 
an Irving J. Fain Social Action 
Award, from the Religious Action 
Center for Reform Judaism, for its 
outstanding initiative, Responsibly 
Recycling Electronic Waste.   

Congratulations to our wonderful Tikkun Olam Committee, 
all of who worked very hard on this Action. Your work has 
not only made a positive impact on our Temple 
Community, but also our civic community.  A special 
thank you to Lori Telson who wrote and submitted the 
Fain Award application.    

As the social justice arm of the Union and the CCAR, for 
50 years, the Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism 
("the RAC") has been the hub of Jewish social justice and 
legislative activity in Washington, D.C. The Fain Awards, 
established in 1983, by the Reform Action Center, in honor 
and memory of Irving J. Fain, are awarded every two years 
to congregations whose work in the area of social justice is 
exemplary. Specifically, awards are presented to 
congregations that have successfully involved large 
numbers of congregants in their social action programs or 
that have developed genuinely innovative and/or 
particularly effective projects. 

The Fain Awards will be presented at the Religious Action 
Center's Consultation on Conscience, held in Washington, 
D.C., May 1-3, 2011. The Consultation on Conscience is 
Reform Judaism's flagship social justice conference.  It 
features high-level briefings with public policy decision 
makers and social action leaders, and helps those with a 
passion for tikkun olam bring Jewish values to modern 
issues of civil rights, economic, and environmental justice, 
religious persecution and more. 

Congratulations again to the Tikkun Olam Committee, and 
to our entire Temple Family on this wonderful 
achievement!   

Drew Barkley, drew@templesanjose.org 

Please join me in welcoming Michelle Laredo 
to the Temple Emanu-El family. Michelle is 
our new office employee. Her primary 
responsibilities include Clergy support, 
Shabbat and B'nai Mitzvah family support, 
and general reception and administrative duties. We hope 
you will take the time to meet her. 

Michelle was born and raised in the San Fernando Valley in 
Los Angeles. She made her way to the Bay Area when she 
attended San Jose State University, graduating in 2010 with 
a BA in Political Science and a minor in Jewish Studies. 

During college Michelle was very active with Hillel of Silicon 
Valley where she became the Koret Intern. Michelle was also 
an activist for Israel both on and off campus. With Hillel's 
help she became President of the Jewish Student Union 
(student organization at SJSU) and soon after co-founded 
and was president of Spartans for Israel (a pro-Israel student 
organization). 

Michelle became an Emerson Fellow with Stand With Us and 
worked with various organizations such as AIPAC, ADL, and 
IPI to name a few. She was also an AmeriCorps/
JusticeCorps intern working in the Family Law facilitators 
office for Santa Clara County. 

As a result of her many college accomplishments, Michelle 
received the Student Pillars of the Community Award from 
Hillel of Silicon Valley and the Congregational Award from 
Congressman Michael Honda. 

Michelle and her husband, Kobi, met through Hillel and were 
married in October 2010.  Michelle is an avid skier and loves 
anything that has to do with the outdoors. She looks forward 
to many outdoor activities this summer with her 5-month-
old chocolate lab, Choco. 

 

 
On  Saturday, March 5, we will have a special dinner and 
Havdalah service honoring all of our new members who 
joined the Temple Emanu-El family in the past 2 years.  

Please save the date.  You will be receiving your invitation 
in the mail soon for this wonderful event hosted by the 

Temple Board, Sisterhood, Brotherhood, and the 
Membership Committee. 

  

Welcome to the 

Temple Emanu-El 

Family! 
Register at www.jvalley.org!   
Help Temple Emanu-El win  

a full-page color ad in the JCN!  
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 Temple Happenings 

March into eScrip 
At no cost to you, eScrip is an amazing way to 
earn $$$ for Temple. Why should we sign up 
with eScrip? Temple needs money. It's easy and 
automatic. You don't want to be the only 
congregant who isn't connected to Temple in this  
special way. 
You don't even have to sign up online. I can register your 
credit/debit/Safeway cards from my computer. Just call 
me, or go to www.escrip.com and follow the prompts. 
Temple's ID# is 136985180. Even if you rarely eat or shop, 
every dollar counts. 
Thank you to the 282 supporters of Temple's eScrip 
program. Through November 2010 you have earned over 
$2,800 for us. Keep Marching into Safeway, the Online Mall 
and the many restaurants are eScrip merchants. 
Lorie Kaplan, eScrip coordinator 
408.267.4563  

There’s still time to  
join us for Temple’s Night Out at 

Fiddler on the Roof! 
Opening Night Tuesday, March 15 

4 Ticket Options from $20-$118 
 
 

 
 

Each ticket purchased through the Temple Office or 
website for March 15 includes a donation to the 

Temple. 
 

All tickets must be prepaid by March 4, 2011. 
 

For more information, call the Temple at (408) 292.0939  
or go to www.templesanjose.org to order. 

 Passover Preview 

Mon., April 18 -Erev Pesach: First Seder 
Need a place to go for First Night Seder? Have an extra 
space or two at your table? Contact the Temple Office at 
408-292-0939 to share in this ancient tradition of 
welcoming people into your home for Passover.  
Tues., April 19 at 6 PM-Congregational Second Seder 
It’s time to read  the haggadah and enjoy a warm seder 
with your friends and  family at Temple Emanu-El. Catered 
Passover dinner; bring your own wine. Vegetarian meals 
upon request only. Everyone welcome. 

Children 4 & under eat free!      Children 5-10: $18      
Adult Temple Members: $36 for members        

Seniors 65 +/Students with ID: $30 for members          
Non-Members: $54 

Reservations due by April 12— check only. 
Tues., April 19 at 9:00 AM-Pesach Morning Service 
Everyone is welcome. The service will be in the Chapel. 
Wed., April 20 at 6:00 PM-Women’s Seder 
A special seder just for women presented by the Temple 
Emanu-El Sisterhood.  
Sat., April 23 at 10:30 AM-Shabbat in Nature 
Uvas Canyon County Park. Morning service starts at 10:30 
AM led by Rabbi Dana Magat and Cantor Meeka Simerly.  
Mon., April 25 at 9:00 AM-Pesach Yizkor Service 
Service will be led by Rabbi Dana Magat and Cantor Meeka 
Simerly and held in the Chapel. 
Sisterhood Gift Shop: Visit the Gift Shop during regular 
hours to find all your ritual needs. Special orders from a 
variety of catalogs are available. For more information, 
contact Judie Aronson at 408-288-7288 or 
jandi@aronsontech.com. By buying ‘locally’, you are 
supporting the Sisterhood and Temple Emanu-El. 

Congregational Seder 
Tuesday, April 19 at 6:00 PM 

Send your check by April 12, made payable 
to Temple Emanu-El, with this form to the 

Temple office. 
Name: ___________________________________________ 

Phone: ___________________________________________ 

# of diners ages 11-64 

Member @ $36: ___   Amt. $ ___________  

Non-Member @ $54: ___    Amt. $ _______---____ 

# of Seniors (65 & over)/Students with ID 

Member @ $30: ___   Amt. $ ___________ 

# of Children (ages 5-10) @ $18: ___  Amt. $ ______ 

# of Children (ages 4 & under)  _____  

# of Vegetarian Meals ___ Total Enclosed: $______ 

Return to: Second Night Seder, Temple Emanu-El 
1010 University Avenue, San Jose CA 95126 

Do you enjoy books and research?  Do you 
like to scan bookshelves in search of 

interesting titles?  
  

Then volunteering to join our Library 
Committee might be of interest to you.  

  
Our library is a very valuable 

resource.  We are interested in 
reviewing how it is used with the intent 

of enhancing its value. 
  

Call the office  at 408.292.0939 or  
e-mail Drew@templesanjose.org to join 
the Library Committee and/or for more 

information.  
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ROSH CHODESH 
FESTIVAL OF THE NEW MOON 

Our next get-together is Sun., Mar. 6, 1:30-
3:30p.m. In a small, friendly group, we meet at 
the home of Lorie & Shari Kaplan. 
Rosh Chodesh is an ancient tradition for women going 
back to biblical times. We mark this holiday with ritual, 
meditation, music, prayer and a discussion of the 
Hebrew month. This time we celebrate Adar II, a joyful 
month that includes Purim and Queen Esther.  
Rosh Chodesh is truly a sacred time for women. Noshes 
are included. Space is limited. Please RSVP by Tues., 
Mar. 1 to Lorie & Shari, 408.267.4563.  

 
 
 
 

 March 18 at 6:00 PM 
These brief services are led by Rabbi Magat and Cantor 
Meeka Simerly and feature upbeat songs, a short story, 
and a talk with the Rabbi on the bimah and are perfect 
for families with young children. For more information 
contact Samantha Miester at smeister500@yahoo.com. 

 More Temple Happenings 

Interested in making new  
Temple friends? 

Please join us as we celebrate 
our First Havurot* Shabbat 

 

 Friday, March 18, 2011 
 

Members of our existing Havurot will participate in the 
7:30 P.M. services, followed by an informational table at 

the Oneg for those interested in becoming   
part of a Havurah. 

 
There will also be Havurot representatives at the Tot 

Shabbat dinner following the 6:00 service. 
 

*Havurah: A social group of temple members with similar 
interests or at similar stages of life who plan activities 
together. A great way to make new friends and to feel 

closer to our temple family! 

Mishloach Manot Gift Bags 
Here is your opportunity to participate in the 

joyous Purim custom of sending  
Mishloach Manot (gifts bags). 

 

Each Bag includes: Hamantaschen, hard candies, 
fresh fruit, and juice. 

 

 One Mishloach Manot bag will be distributed per 
family, along with a list of those who sent the 
greetings.  We can make up a sugar-free bag on 
request just mark an “S” next to the name on the 
checklist. 

 If you would like to give reciprocally, please include 
your email address and phone number so we can 
contact you with the names of people who sent you 
greetings who you forgot to include in your initial 
order. At least one bag must be ordered to use 
reciprocity. Checks for reciprocity are due on 
March 8.  

 Mishloach Manot bags will also be distributed to 
residents at Chai House and Hatikvah House.  

 

Please make checks out to Temple Emanu-El with 
Mishloach Manot in the memo line. All orders and 

payments are due March 8th.  

Your Name: ________________________________ 

Phone Number: _____________________________ 

Email: ____________________________________ 

Please Send to:______________________________ 

_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________ 

□Send to All Members, Clergy, Teachers, & Staff ($218) 

Additional Donation: $_________ 

Total Number of Bags:_________ x $5= __________ 

 Contact me for Reciprocity       □  yes       □ no  

For a complete listing of members please see the list 

that was mailed to you. 

The Art of Jewish Cooking 
Learn how to make Jewish holiday foods while discovering the 
history and traditions surrounding each dish. At the end of class 
take home the different dishes to share with family and friends. 
Please wear closed-toe shoes and long pants, and bring an apron 
and empty food containers to class.   
Dates and Topics:      March 13- Purim: It's not just about cookies 
      March 27-Passover: More than Matzo Balls 
Time: 10:30 AM- 12:30 PM  
Cost: $28 per class/Temple Members $36 per class/non-members   

Register at www.templesanjose.org! 
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 Bat Mitzvah 

Sisterhood Catering 
 

Sisterhood Catering provides 
trays for oneg Shabbat  

as well as full buffet menus 
starting at $7.50 per person. 

  
Contact Anita for more 

information at (408) 773‐1410.  

And those we have lost in years past: 
March 4 (7:15 PM): Ida Dwosken, Helen Faverman, Phillip 
Kass, Harry Hirsch, Adolf Meyerson, Max Morris, O.B.E., 
Nathaniel Ratner, Eve Rosenthal, Samuel Rubin Schorr, 
Joseph Silverman, Farhad Zadeh, Louise Manning, Meyer 
Novak, Louis Osiel, Fe Pangilinan, Herb Slavit, Ida Berman, 
Maurice Baruch Gluckman, Henry Green, Leon Hoffman, 
Edmund Lachman, Bernard Jack Pollock, Fred Rubin, 
Esther Sachs, Eunice Sachs, David Gilner, David Gilner, 
Lillian Pollak, Marilyn Torgerson, Bessie Ball, Sonja Block, 
Shirley Ferman, Sidney Kopner, Rueben Kulakofsky, Harry 
Levine, Alvin Ravel, Corrine Shapiro, Herbert Blumer, Hilda 
Herlich, Jacob Jaffe, Lena Jaffee, Lena Kovalsky, Joseph 
Newman, Emma Simon, M. David Stein, Bernard Virshup. 
March 11 (7:30 PM): May C. Axelrad, Irving Friedman, 
Estelle Hurwitz, Dorothy Korn, Ann Levine, Sam Pomarantz, 
Hilda Ail, Frances Fox, Benjamin Friedenreich, David L. 
Hubert, Marvin Kraft, Jean Prizant, Ben Finkel, David 
Mintz, Gavin Peters, Herman Berns, Percy Bronstein, Max 
Cohen, Max Cohen, Mollie Dorf, Dr. Bert Hersch, Ralph 
Jaffe, Mildred Portner, Marilyn Darcy Rosenthal, Esther 
Schneider, Josie Stadler, Ruth B. Wohlfeiler, Anne Altman, 
Celia Cahn, George Grossman, Charles Lewis, Tom Sachse, 
Nettie Weisfeld Schorr, Fritz Stransky, Martha Weinberg 
Adler, Sally Hafter, George Hetzer, Arlene Barbara Cristal, 
Maurice Engleman, Leo Gordon, Florence Sokolec, Hannah 
Wolenik. 
March 18 (7:30 PM): Sam Fink, Freda Brahin Goldeen, 
Sara Grant, William Jurman, William Jurman, Robert Kay, 
Sarah Rosenthal, Lynn Seidler, Bernice Foster, Larry 
Grossman, Thyra Seelig, Minnie Woldenberg, Rose 
Mayerson, Aaron Miller, Berna Nanneman, Hedy Schorr, 
Meyer Shopkow, Claire Smulyan, Tillie Unger, Olga S. 
Berman, Edith Green, Marilyn Hecht, Alberte Hofheimer, 
Lois Kahn Svigals, Dorothy Bennett, Robert S. Hirsch, 
Julius Jackel, Rose Spector, Paul Kaplan, Judith Ann 
Karchem, Malka Roll, Habib Sahim, Leonard Segal, Allan 
Shine, Shirley Applebaum, Leo Roselyn, Gussie Rubin, Elliot 
Shklar. 
March 25 (6:30 PM ): Lizzie Cohen, Abbey Cohn, Lena 
Marcus, Mark Segal, Irving Siegel, Samuel Jack Brown, 
Irwin Isadore Katz, Manuel Laber, Irving John Lurie, Albert 
Simon, Martin Bryman, Charlotte Daniels, Myrtle Mackay, 
Adele Barbara Miller, Gertrude Osiel, Sylvia Rosen, Ruth 
Boxer, Shirley Feinman, Renee Lorraine Katcher, Arron 
Messinger, Ed Singer, Ann Stern, Marlene Jaffe, Benjamin 
Myers, Louis Perlberg, Joseph Shulman, David Emanuel, 
Joseph Fischer, Merle Tauba Segal Katz, Rena Preis, Lillian 
Rosen, Edward Sommer, Hy Alkin, Robert Morse, Steven 
Kent Teren, Clyde Worthington. 

 We Remember... 

Those we have lost recently: 
Larry Barko, husband of Barbara Barko 
Leatrice Bell, mother of Evann Aronoff 

Oda Livchitz, mother of Abraham Livchitz 
Harriet Segal, daughter-in-law of Millie Segal 

Marilyn Simon, grandmother of Laura Silvester 
Dr. Howard Steiner 

 Welcome to our Community! 

We welcome the following 
new members into our 
congregational family: 

William “Bill” Hirsch  

Scott & Sofia Bresson  

James Rukstalis & Laura Silvester  

David Hererra & Carrie Cifka-Herrera 

Leigh is the daughter of Susan and Henry 
Walaszczyk. She is a 7th grade student at 
Yavneh Day School in Los Gatos. A young 
woman of varied talents and interests, 
Leigh has a great sense of humor and loves 
to tell a joke-good or bad; an accomplished 
volleyball, tennis and basketball player, and 
she has begun to learn how to play the 

guitar. Leigh is interested in people and fascinated by how 
they interact with one another and their reactions to their 
physical and social environments. Leigh loves spending 
time with her friends. Leigh adores her 13-year-old 
German shepherd “Savannah”, and makes wicked 
scrambled eggs. Leigh cares deeply about the environment 
and is committed to reversing global warming. For her 
Mitzvah Project, Leigh will be participating in 3 beach 
cleanup days; the first one was on Sat. Feb.19, 2011 at 
Twin Lakes State Beach in Santa Cruz. For more 
information, please visit www.saveourshores.org. 

Rock Shabbat  
is BACK! 

Friday, March 11  

 7:30 PM 
Featuring selected Debbie 

Friedman songs 
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 Sisterhood Moments 

THIS IS NOT YOUR 
MOTHER’S SISTERHOOD!  

OR IS IT? 

The world is changing so fast, that 
sometimes my head spins! After a 

long day of emails, conference calls, hearing instantly of 
disturbing news from across the world, I just long for the 
“old days” of simple phone calls, conversation over coffee, 
and holding a real newspaper in my hands. But then, my 
son calls me on a cell phone from Israel, our sisterhood 
board has a vital conversation by email, a close friend 
texts that her father is gravely ill and I can act instantly to 
help. As sisterhood leaders and members, we must keep 
up with the changes , but it is comforting to keep some 
traditional activities as well. Here is a sample of how we 
blend the traditional, the new and modern. 

THE TRADITIONAL: Monthly 
Potluck Meetings, Paid-up 
Member Luncheon, 
Chanukah Party, 
Hamantaschen Baking, 
Speakers Series, Book Club, 
Open House Shabbat, and 
Spirituality Day. 

THE NEW AND MODERN: 
Weekend Retreats at 
Presentation Center, Zumba Classes (Latin dance 
aerobics), Women’s Seder and Women’s Shabbat, Torah 
Study, Ladies’ Night Out, Rosh Chodesh gatherings, and 
Lilith Magazine group.  

WE THANK YOU FOR A JOB WELL DONE! 

Many thanks to our creative program chair, Idelle Cagan, 
who brought us the wonderful antiques expert, Mr. Steven 
Yvaska for an entertaining and informative evening! 

Hats off to Anita Medeiros and her husband Bill for 
planning and running a successful dinner and game night! 

To Deborah Zimmer, our heartfelt thanks for being the 
wind under our wings so often. All the best in this new 
phase of your life! 

PLEASE EMAIL US WITH QUESTIONS OR IDEAS! 
Judith Stubbs, President, spiritualjudith@yahoo.com 
Judy Levy, Executive VP, judykraftlevy@yahoo.com 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Mah Jongg Class taught by Shirley Lee 

Monday: 3/28, 4/4, 4/11, 5/2, 5/9 
from 10:00 AM -12:00 PM in 

To RSVP send in a check for $44 made to Sisterhood. The 
cost includes Mah jongg card and instruction booklet. 

Mondays at 6:30 PM in the Temple House: Zumba Classes 
Sunday, March 13 at 1:30 PM in the BFR: Sisterhood 
Potluck Meeting 
Thursday, March 17 at 6:00 PM: Hamentaschen Baking 
Sunday, March 20: Help with the Temple Purim Carnival 

 Purim Carnival Information 

Queen Esther is having a party… 
And everyone reading this is invited! The Purim carnival 
will be held Sunday morning MARCH 20 at 11:30 AM in 
the Sushan Castle (Temple House). The Purim committee 
has another great carnival in store for kids 
and adults alike! So use your imagination 
and come in your best costume! 

AUCTION/RAFFLE – The Purim carnival 
silent auction and raffle is the largest 
fundraising event of the year for our 
religious school. So even if you don’t have 
kids in school anymore, please consider 
either donating or even better, bidding on some of the 
fabulous items we will have. These include theatre tickets, 
museums, restaurant dinners, hotel stays, gift items and 
everyone’s favorite: a personal parking space at the 
Temple! All items are open to the entire congregation and 
you do need to be present to win. If you know anyone who 
would be willing to donate, please contact them and we 
can get them all the information they need. 

TICKETS/LUNCH – We will have discounted advance 
ticket sales during religious school hours (8:45a.m.-
12:45p.m.) on March 6 and 13 as well as on the day of the 
carnival. You can also pre-order lunch with several 
selections available for adults (Middle Eastern is a big 
seller) and children (pizza and hot dogs). Please try to 
preorder, as it allows us to be much more efficient by 
feeding everyone without having tons of leftovers. In 
addition, the Brotherhood Band will be performing 
outdoors making this a great opportunity to munch, 
schmooze and listen at the same time (and then go bid!!). 

VOLUNTEERS – Please consider helping out during the 
carnival for a bit, as many of the parents of younger 
children really need to stay with the little ones. If you can 
spare a little time on Sunday and run a booth for 40 
minutes, you will be helping out more than you imagine. 
You can also have a nice little lunch, listen to the 
Brotherhood Band and see the smiles of all the kids. 

In addition, we are looking for people who want to help on 
the committee next year. Many people on the planning 
committee have been doing their roles for several years 
and their children are now post-Bar/Bat Mitzvah. We need 
the next set of parents of the youngest kids (K-4) to start 
getting involved for our future. Also remember that if you 
help with the planning, you can spend the day with your 
kids. So this year, talk to some of the coordinators and get 
an idea of what it involves. It’s not nearly as hard as you 
think and it’s a great way to get more involved.  

CONTACT – If you have any comments, questions, 
suggestions or want to help out in any way please contact 
me ( turetzkyg@yahoo.com ) or our volunteer coordinator 
(Ron Blumstein at ronblumstein@yahoo.com)  

We look forward to seeing all of our Temple family 
participating in this event in whatever way you can on 
March 20.  

mailto:turetzkyg@yahoo.com�
mailto:ronblumstein@yahoo.com�
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March 11 at 6:30 PM: 
Shabbat Across the Bay-Potluck Style 

Join an intimate group of young adults (21-45) in a warm, 
home-hosted setting for a traditional Shabbat dinner. 
Complete with challah, wine and delicious food, you're 

sure to enjoy the meal and the company! 
Bring your favorite vegetarian or dairy dish to share 

with others. If your last name starts with the 
following, please bring: 

A-L: Salad or side dish     M-S: Main Dish     
 T-Z: Dessert or Appetizers 

Chai Society will provide drinks. 
RSVP at www.jvalley.org 

 
March 28 at 7:00 PM:  

Join Us for Dinner at Aqui Cal-Mex 
Enjoy a fantastic meal with friends new and 
old at Aqui Cal-Mex restaurant in Cupertino. 
Chai Society will receive 20% from everything 
ordered, which will help us continue to bring 
quality programming to all Young Adults in the Temple 
Emanu-El Community! 

If you can't make it at 7, but you still want to support Chai 
Society, just let the wait staff know that you are part of the 
group. Anyone dining between 4 PM and 9 PM that night 
will still be able to participate! 
RSVP to chaisociety@templesanjose.org by March 27! 

 The Chai Society-Young Adults   EESY Thoughts 

Greetings from Temple Emanu-El Youth Group (EESY) Board! 
We hope you all have enjoyed the winter, because spring is 
right around the corner! And for spring we are excited to 
inform you of our wonderful upcoming events! We had an 
awesome time in February with laser tag, and we hope you 
can join us for some more fun! On March 19th we are taking 
the day from 8 AM – 7 PM and going to the beach to help 
clean it up, and then we’re having a bonfire there too! This 
event costs $10 for EESY members and $13 for non-
members. On April 2nd, we are having a bowling event from 2-
4 PM, which will cost $15 for members/ $18 for non-
members . On May 7th we are having a Casino Night and 
Dance with NFTY and EESY combined at Temple Emanu-El, 
which will be our biggest event of the year! The Casino/Dance 
Night is $10 for members and $13 for non-members. Contact 
Elyssa at girl.surfer94@gmail.com to RSVP for any of the 
above events. Also, feel free to contact me if you have any 
questions! And we wish everyone a wonderful Purim! 

Sincerely, 
Your EESY Board 

 Kadima & Noar Connection 

Junior Youth Group 
March 16th: Game Night plus Hamantaschen making.  

For more information contact Maya Kostyanovsky, 
Youth Group Advisor at 
youthgroupadvisor@templesanjose.org. 

Temple Emanu-El’s Chai Society welcomes young adults, 
ages 21-39, both singles and couples, to our community. We 
provide meaningful opportunities to explore Jewish tradition 

and enrich our Jewish experience by connecting young 
adults to an engaging, diverse, Reform Jewish community 

with inspiring social, educational, spiritual, and social 
justice programming. 

Emanu-El Senior Youth (EESY) offers Jewish 9th-12th 
grade students opportunities to come together for 
social, ritual, and community service activities. With a 
full slate of activities organized by an active youth-led 
board, teens stay connected and make friends while 
gaining leadership skills.  

Register your teen today for EESY! Membership only 
costs $36 and guarantees the discounted member 
prices for all events!  

 

Chai Society has teamed up SVYAD to collect items for the Young 
Couples Mitzvah project in March. Our goal is to make 30-40 

survival sacks for Sacred Heart Community Service here in San Jose. 
A survival sack is a backpack containing a 3-month supply of 

essentials for the homeless.  

We are in need of the following items: 
Full-Sized Toiletry Items, Washcloths, Rain Ponchos, 

Combs, Toothbrushes, and Small First Aid Kits  
Items can be dropped off at Temple Emanu-El until March 13th. 

Please contact Lisa (lisas@templesanjose.org) for more information. 

     Sponsored By 

mailto:girl.surfer94@gmail.com�
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The Wonderful World of Preschool  

 Preschool Moments 

We’re 2/3 of the way through the school year and have 
almost completed the first month of Adar! How is this 
possible when it seems like only yesterday we were 
sending out our “welcome” packets and consecrating new 
students on the bimah during Simchat Torah? The 
studies that explain how we experience the passage of 
time seem to be accurate. As we age, we feel time move 
more quickly, a fact we must keep in mind when working 
with young students each day (for them, each moment 
seems like an eternity!). 

Each of us has a desire to help those around us. We want 
to gift our children knowledge and wisdom we’ve collected 
over the years. Our purpose in imparting these gifts is two 
fold: to keep them from getting hurt and to give them a 
head start in life. This doesn’t always play out the way we 
plan. As we are often reminded, kids have ideas and 
dreams of their own and it is critical that we give them the 
time and the space for them to fully develop. Sometimes, 
we just need to get out of their way, offering “bumpers” 
and “training wheels” from a distance! The balancing act 
of parenthood makes for an interesting life dance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Enter, the men and women of Brotherhood and 
Sisterhood! The Religious School is so grateful for our 
auxiliaries. Sisterhood funding allows us to continue our 
amazing art and Mishpacha Sheli programs, as well as 
providing ritual foods for each of our holiday celebrations. 
Brotherhood has labored to provide our Opening Day 
pancake breakfast and the latke-fest on Chanukkah, as 
well as assisting with Wednesday teen dinners when 
needed. 

In February, I attended a National Association of Temple 
Educators conference in Seattle. The topic was 
“Imagineering – Jewish Education for the 21st Century.” It 
reinforced for me the central role technology plays in the 
lives of our students. We learned practical applications for 
religious schools and synagogue settings. I have much to 
share with you over the next several months. 

The congregation has an opportunity to thank all of our 
teachers (Preschool, Religious School and Adult Ed) at 
Temple Emanu-El at our annual Teacher Appreciation 
Shabbat service on March 4 at 7:15 PM. Come join 
everyone for the pre-service potluck at 6:15 PM. I look 
forward to seeing you all there! 

L’Hitraot, 
Paula Marsh, Principal 

 Religious School Ruach 

Handmade 

Challah 

Covers – 

3rd Grade 

Mia singing “It’s 
a Tree of Life”  

Celebrating Tu B’shevat with Rabbi &  Cantor.  

Early Childhood 
Educators of 

Reform Judaism 
Conference  

Annabelle planting 
parsley for Tu B’Shevat  

Zoe and 
Luke 

singing  
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This month's most prominent holiday, Purim, is a prime 
example of our formulaic tradition. The holiday pattern is 
familiar: Jews on the verge of destruction, we were not 
destroyed, let's eat. Faced with almost certain 
extermination in the land of Persia by King Ahasuerus who 
was influenced by the evil Haman, one Jewish woman 
(Esther) and her cousin (Mordechai) came through to 
convince the King to amend his judgment, letting the Jews 
continue their struggle for survival. 

The character that I most identify with in all 
of Jewish tradition is Esther. Her personal 
journey throughout the megillah is nothing 
short of inspiring. She starts off as 
essentially a run-of-the-mill peasant under Persian rule. 
Nevertheless, her destiny is to become the queen of Persia. 
Despite her quiet nature something happens that shakes 
her to her core: the impending doom of her people. 

Faced with seeing her family and kinsmen destroyed, she 
is forced to become something that does not come natural 
to her. She must rise to the occasion; she must speak up 
for her people. A tall task for a wallflower, but necessity 
being the mother of ingenuity she remakes herself and 
succeeds beyond her wildest expectation. 

My senior year of college was 2001-2002. Before senior 
year, Israel was to me just another sand lot in the Middle 
East. But the second intifada had began September 2000. 
Soon thereafter college after college was faced with Israel-
divestment campaigns. The biggest were Berkeley and 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, which happened in 
2001. My college was no exception. 

It started with a handful of professors giving "lectures" on 
the status of Palestinian people. It only got worse. By the 
end of my senior year I had resolved to join the Jewish 
Campus Service Corps (JCSC) in a fellowship that involved 
outreach to Jewish students in the areas of culture, 
religion, and Israel on campus. My mission was to be the 
face of Jews and Israel at a college that I was assigned to. 
My location: the South Bay, specifically SJSU, SCU, 
Foothill, and DeAnza. 

I often took a lot of flack from a number of the students 
who did not support my position. I was often called a 
racist, a bigot and a Zionist (note: the Zionist part was 
true). I also had my car keyed as it was parked outside at 
the SCU campus. Like Esther’s metamorphosis from 
peasant to savior of the Jewish people, I went from being a 
lackadaisical college senior to being a flag bearer of a 
movement. 

There are instances in all of our lives when we can 
shoulder a burden head-on, or let someone else take the 
brunt of it. It is a choice that each of us makes at any 
number of places during our lifetime. My recommendation: 
be like Esther. Choose action. Choose to rise. Choose your 
legacy with care because 2000 years later people may 
either dress up and drink in your honor, or you'll be 
nothing more than a passing memory. 

Aaron Rubin 

 Ritual Committee 

I usually end my articles with a reminder about Tikkun 
Olam, but this month I want to put it up front because I 
feel it is so important to your understanding of what we 
strive to achieve. Tikkun Olam, “repairing the world,” 
means working for Social Action and Social Justice as a 
way of improving our lives and the lives of our community. 
Rabbi Magat has spoken often about the need for Tikkun 
Olam, but this will only happen when you get involved. 
This major tenet of our faith is everyone’s responsibility.  

We are currently conducting a listening campaign, which 
is the first step in developing our next efforts for Social 
Justice to improve our community through direct action to 
convince our elected officials to make changes for the 
betterment of our local citizens. Our efforts are mirrored by 
those of our community partners, the Jewish Community 
Relations (JCRC) and People Acting in Community 
Together (PACT), both of which Temple Emanu-El is 
actively involved. 

The JCRC, consists of the chairs of the social action and 
social justice committees of the Jewish congregations and 
organizations in the San Jose area and is designed to 
facilitate communication and share ideas and events. The 
Council seeks to teach and apply Jewish values to work 

toward a more just society and a strong, 
vibrant Jewish community. Their goals are to 
build consensus within the organized Jewish 
community to articulate a shared vision or 
agreed upon action and collaborate with 

government, ethnic, faith and community entities on our 
focus areas and consensus issues. 

Some of the current JCRC focus issues are immigration, 
confronting poverty, government relations, Holocaust 
education, Israel, interfaith relations and the environment. 

Temple Emanu-El has been affiliated with PACT for over 
three years. PACT trains volunteer leaders of the interfaith 
communities to have substantive conversations with their 
congregations and others in their community, determine 
common problems, conduct research on the causes of 
those problems, negotiate solutions with the elected 
officials, and establish long-term accountability with 
elected officials. Last year, thanks to PACT, we held a 
successful community action with officials from the City of 
San Jose and the County of Santa Clara and convinced 
them to take steps to improve the process for disposing of 
electronic waste by using only responsible recyclers 
certified under the e-Stewards guidelines. 

This is why we are conducting our listening campaign. We 
want your help in identifying our next issue. If our 
volunteers have not yet contacted you, please call the office 
or notify us through our email, and let us know you are 
interested. You don’t have to be a member of the 
Committee, although we are always happy to have new 
members, but you do need to be interested in Social Action 
and Social Justice as a way to improve the lives of the 
people living in our community and the outlook for a more 
prosperous society in our country. 

Rich Albert, to@templesanjose.org 

 Tikkun Olam Committee 
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GENERAL FUND 
In memory of 
Eugene Weiss 
Mark Leon 
Mary Leon 
Zelda Heitner 
 Arlene & Steve Greenberg 
Gerald Sapper 
 Judith Sapper 
Nella & Eric Hoffman 
 Carol & Ken Hoffman 
In honor of 
Deborah Zimmer 
 Bobbi Lotman 
Get Well Wishes for 
Art Messinger 
 Marvin & Joan Fox 
 
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
In memory of  
Rachel Muslin 
Dr. Alex Rogolen 
 Linda Tobias 
Dr. Ralph Lawrence Gibson 
 Judith Siegal 
Morris Nissim  
 Bernice & Ben Victov 
Sadye Gizang 
 Philip and Roma Green 
Virginia Levin 
 Sydney Levin 
In honor of  
Analise Henry’s Bat Mitzvah 
Ariana Henry and the Confirmation  
Class Trip  
 The Henry Family 
Get well wishes to 
Arthur Messenger 
 Dorothy Frankel 
 
CANTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
In memory of 
Analise Henry’s Bat Mitzvah 
 The Henry Family 
Ida Ress 
 Ethel Ress 
Donation 
 Dr. Judith Siegal 
 
ALVIN RAVEL GARDEN FUND 
In memory of 
Lawrence Brenner 
 Deborah Katzman 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CAMPERSHIP FUND 
In memory of 
Hi-Chan Katzman 
 Deborah Katzman 
Oda Livchitz 
 Pauline & Jacob Braunstein 
 
JUDITH JURMAN OMENS CEMETERY BEAUTIFICATION 
FUND 
In memory of 
Harry Berman 
 Elaine Flynn 
 
LOLLIE BRICKNER MEDIA CENTER FUND 
In memory of 
Gayle Rotopsky Lutvak 
Jean Ette N. Lutvak 
Joseph Issac Lutvak 
 Mark Lutvak 
 
MILTON FOX CAMPERSHIP FUND 
In honor of 
Deborah Zimmer 
 Rob & Ruth Fox 
 
PRAYERBOOK TRIBUTE FUND 
In memory of 
Maxine Purwin 
 Bernard Alter & Family 
 
PRESCHOOL FUND 
In memory of 
Marvin Gorenberg 
 David & Teri Debenport 
 Wolfgang & Donna Schaechter 
 Sherman & Marsha Geeser 
 Robert Teeter & Michelle Geary 
 
SUSANNE AND MAURICE TUCKER HIGH HOLY DAY 
MUSIC FUND 
In memory of 
Susanne Tucker Oken 
 Shirley G. Locke 
 
WEINTRAUB RELIGIOUS SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
In memory of 
Besse & Harry Slonaker 
 Vicki Nosanov Goldman 

 Thank You for Your Generous Contributions 
  Donations made after the second Friday of the month will be listed in the following month’s issue of Connections. 
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 Please Support Our Advertisers 

Home of Peace 
Cemetery & Mausoleum 

 

Call for an appointment to 
discuss pre-need arrangements: 

 

Robert Basuino 
Administrator  
408.439.1758 

 

Founded in 1853 
Owned and Operated 
by Temple Emanu-El 

 

South Bay Area’s only  
Jewish-owned Cemetery, 

Mausoleum and Columbarium 
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 Please Support Our Advertisers 

 

“It would be my  

pleasure to be  

your Realtor!” 

 Mary Cohen 
Seniors Real Estate Specialist (SRES) 

Quality Service Certified (QSC) 

408.981.2955 cell 

In appreciation of your business and 
referrals, a donation will be made to 
Temple Emanu-El at close of escrow. 

LAW OFFICE OF DERRYL H. MOLINA 
Estate planning – Elder Law – General Practice 

Mediations 
SE HABLA ESPANOL 

 
1142 S. Winchester Blvd., Suite B 

San Jose, CA 95128 
408.244.4992 

Derryl H. Molina 
Attorney at Law   attderryl@comcast.net 

  If you would like to advertise in Temple Emanu-El’s Connections, contact Drew Barkley at drew@templesanjose.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Office 408.741.1111 
Direct 408.741.1174 ex. 604 
Fax 408.741.7076 
Cell 408.781.8624 

12988 Saratoga/Sunnyvale Road 
Saratoga, CA 95070  
www.gloriaascher.com 
 

Gloria Melmon Ascher 
Realtor 
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 March 2011 ~ Adar I- Adar II 5771 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 
7 PM Board of 
Trustees Mtg 

2 
4 PM Hebrew 
Classes 
 

5PM B’nai Mitzvah 
Prep Class 
 

6 PM Kadima 
Game Night 
 

6:15 PM TJS 

3 
 

4 
6:15 PM Cong. 
Potluck Dinner 
 

7:15 PM Erev 
Shabbat Family 
Service: Teacher 
Appreciation 
Shabbat 

5 
9 AM Shabbat 
Morning Minyan 
 
 

6 
9 AM 
Confirmation/
Hebrew Classes 
 

10:15 AM Judaic 
Studies/ Adult Ed 
 
 

7 
6:30 PM Zumba 

8 
7 PM Tikkun 
Olam Mtg 

9 
12 PM Lunch & 
Learn 
 

4 PM Hebrew 
Classes 
 

6:15 PM TJS 

10 
 

11 
6 PM SVYAD and 
Chai Society 
Shabbatluck 
 

7:30 PM Rock 
Shabbat Service 

12 
9 AM Shabbat 
Morning Minyan 
 
 

13 
9 AM 
Confirmation/ 
Hebrew Classes/ 
Brotherhood Mtg/ 
Adult Israeli 
Dance 
 

10:15 AM Judaic 
Studies/ 
Mishpacha Sheli/ 
Adult Ed/ Adult 
Ed Cooking Class 

14 
6:30 PM Zumba 

15 
7 PM Fiddler on 
the Roof at 
Broadway San 
Jose 

16 
4 PM Hebrew 
Classes 
 

6 PM Kadima and 
Noar Game Night 
and making 
Hamantaschen 
 

6:15 PM TJS 

17 
7 PM Brotherhood 
Cards in the 
Cottage 

18 
6PM Tot Shabbat 
Service and 
Potluck 
 

7:30 PM Erev 
Shabbat Haverot 
Service 

19 
9 AM Shabbat 
Morning Minyan 
 

10:30 AM Bat 
Mitzvah of Leigh 
Walaszczyk 
 

7 PM 1960s 
Purim Ball 
 
 

20 
10:15 AM Judaic 
Studies 
 

11 AM Purim 
Spiel and Carnival 
 

1 PM Sisterhood 
Meeting  

21 
6:30 PM Zumba 

22 
 

23 
12 PM Lunch & 
Learn Torah Study 
 

4 PM Hebrew 
Classes 
 

6:15 PM TJS 
 

24 
 

25 
6:30 PM Kabbalat 
Shabbat Service 
 
 

26 
9 AM Shabbat 
Morning Minyan 
 

5:30 PM Preschool 
KNOPP 
 
 

27 
9 AM 
Confirmation/
Hebrew Classes 
 

10:15 AM Judaic 
Studies/ Adult 
Ed/ Adult Ed 
Cooking Class 

28 
10 AM Mah Jongg 
Class  
 

6:30 PM Zumba 
 

7 PM Chai Society 
Night at Aqui in 
Cupertino 

29 30 
4 PM Hebrew 
Classes 
 

6:15 PM TJS 

31   
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 Temple Leadership 

Drew Barkley, FTA 
Executive Director 

drew@templesanjose.org 
408-292-0939 ext. 233 

Paula Marsh 
Religious School Principal 
paula@templesanjose.org 

408-292-3223 

Lisa Sobel 
Director of Communications and 

Member Services Coordinator 
lisas@templesanjose.org 
408-292-0939 ext. 234 

Barbara Smead 
Preschool Director 

Barbara@templesanjose.org 
408-293-8660 
#434404443 

Michelle Laredo 
Administrative Support 

michellel@templesanjose.org 
408-292-0939 ext. 201 

Beth Roellig 
Religious School Assistant 
school@templesanjose.org 

408-292-3223 

MaryAnn Orlowski 
Bookkeeper 

morlowski@templesanjose.org 
408-292-0939 ext. 235 

Bob Basuino 
Cemetery Administrator 

cemetery@templesanjose.org 
408-439-1758 

Maya Kostyanovsky 
Youth Group Advisor 

youthgroupadvisor@templesanjose.org 

Adult Education Gordon Robinson vprey@templesanjose.org 

Membership Commitment Dan Lee dues@templesanjose.org 

Facilities Uri Gotfeld facilities@templesanjose.org 
Marketing Lori Telson marketing@templesanjose.org 

Ritual Maggie Cant ritual@templesanjose.org 
Tikkun Olam Rich Albert to@templesanjose.org 

Dana Magat 
Senior Rabbi 

rabbimagat@templesanjose.org 

Meeka Simerly 
Cantor 

meekantor@templesanjose.org 

President Laura Danoff-
Robinson 

president@templesanjose.org 

Imd. Past President Steve Greenberg pastpresident@templesanjose.org 
VP Administration Steve Krandel vpadmin@templesanjose.org 
VP Marketing Nancy Weintraub vpmc@templesanjose.org 
VP Membership Ruth Pangilinan vpmembership@templesanjose.org 
VP Education & 
Youth 

Jeff Hoffman vprey@templesanjose.org 

Secretary Dan Winter secretary@templesanjose.org 
Treasurer Ronald Mandel treasurer@templesanjose.org 

Brotherhood President Bob Hansen brotherhood@templesanjose.org 

Sisterhood President Judith Stubbs wote@templesanjose.org 

EESY President Elyssa Hurwitz youthgroup@templesanjose.org 

Chai Society Lisa Sobel chaisociety@templesanjose.org 

Rich Albert Maggie Cant James Heerwagen 
Steve Ladowitz Shirley Lee Bob Levy 
Jeffrey Marsh David Mimeles Eleanor Rusnak 

 Lori Telson     Andrew Weinberg  

With the help of congregants, our onegs are a warm 
gathering where we can share the joys of Shabbat. Thank 
you to those who provided goodies in recent weeks: 
 
 

February 4, 2011: The family and friends of Matthew 
Blumstein, in honor of his Bar Mitzvah. 
 
February 11, 2011: Maggie and Bob Newman, Nora 
Rousso, Barbara Berlant, Yvonne Nemec, Teri Kane, Janis 
Decker, Melenie Pearson, Bette Emanuel, Anita Medeiros, 
and other members of Sisterhood in honor of Passport to 
Judaism Shabbat. 
 
February 18, 2011: 
Varda Friedman, in loving memory of her parents, Louis 
and Sarah Friedman; Richard Sogg in honor of Deborah 
Zimmer; Lori Rush; & the Sisterhood Bakeshop. 
 
February 25, 2011:  
The family and friends of Alexandra Healey, in honor of 
her Bat Mitzvah. 
 

If you have a special date on which you would like to 
celebrate a simcha or remember a loved one, please 
contact Anita Medeiros at anitajmed@yahoo.com or 773-
1410, OR fill out our oneg survey by going to  
http://www.tiny.cc/l53lk. 

 Oneg Sponsors 

Clergy 

Board of Trustees 

Joseph Gitin, D.D. (z”l) 
Rabbi Emeritus 

Committee Chairs 

Staff 

Auxiliaries 

 Membership Memo 

Help us say “Hi” to new members with an 
$18 donation to support welcoming 
 “Chai Bags.” 
Each bag includes Shabbat wine, candles, 
Judaica books, Gift Shop certificate, and a 
special Havdalah box made by the children  
(K-3) in the congregation. Our new members 
are always delighted to receive their personally delivered 
gift as a welcome from our temple family. 

Make checks payable to the Temple: 
Temple Emanu-El 

1010 University Ave 
San Jose, CA 95126 

ATT: Sharon Barowsky 

Susanne Tucker Oken passed away on December 7, 2010 
at the age of 90. When she and her first husband Maurice 
settled in Santa Clara County, she was very involved in 
Temple life, including Sisterhood and the Religious School. 
She loved music of all types, and when Maurice died, she 
established the Tucker High Holy Day Music Fund in his 
memory. She is survived by her four children (Carol 
Martin, Jill Carroll, Sandra Fish and John Tucker) and 
their families, who have renamed the tribute fund as the 
Susanne and Maurice Tucker High Holy Day Music Fund. 
Donations in her memory may be made to this fund.  

http://www.tiny.cc/l53lk�
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Address Service Requested 

Operating and Tribute Funds: 
General Fund 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
Cantor’s Discretionary Fund 
Executive Director’s Discretionary Fund 
Alvin Ravel Garden Fund 
Beverly Jordan Temple Beautification Fund 
Judith Jurman Omens Cemetery 
 Beautification Fund 
Capital Campaign Fund 
Lollie Brickner Media Center Fund 
Lou and Clara Juren Library Fund 
Ralph Goldeen Library Fund 
150th Anniversary Torah Project 
 

Religious Funds: 
Harold Cahn Prayerbook Fund 
Herbert Marchick High Holy Day Fund 
Kenneth Gordon Children’s Prayerbook Fund 
Susanne & Maurice Tucker High Holy Day  
 Music Fund 
Ida F. Kragen Consecration and Caring Fund 

Youth Funds: 
Religious School Fund 
Religious School Enrichment Fund 
Betty Rinsler Religious School  
 Endowment Fund 
Weintraub Religious School Scholarship Fund 
Campership Fund 
Leonard and Bernice Gaon Campership Fund 
Michael Elman Campership Fund 
Milton Fox Campership Fund 
Phyllis Matzner Campership Fund 
Israel Scholarship Fund 
Susanne C. Blickman Arts and Crafts Fund 
 

Cultural Funds: 
Choir Fund 
Andrew Apte Temple Historical Fund 
Phyllis Omel Junior Choir Fund 
Bertram Berns Music Fund 
Shank-Rockman Family Sound System Fund 
Chai Society– Young Adults  
 Programming Fund 

Community Funds: 
Facilities for the Aged Fund (Chai House) 
JoAnne Salman-Tehrani Homeless Fund 
 

Other Tribute Opportunities: 
$36 - Prayerbook Tribute 
$218/$500/$750 - Tree of Life  
Leaf/small/large rock 
$500 - Sanctuary Chair Plaque 
$750 - Memorial Plaque (in sanctuary foyer) 
 

Opportunities in Levin Learning Center: 
$5,000 - Stair Plaque  
$10,000 - Library Column Dedication 
$25,000 - Room Dedication 
 
Contact the office for additional 
opportunities. 

Making a contribution to one of Temple Emanu-El’s many funds is a wonderful way to honor your friends and family. You may 
make contributions in honor of a birth, birthday, brit milah, baby naming, Bar/Bat Mitzvah, Confirmation, graduation, 

engagement, wedding, anniversary, promotion, new home, special occasion or just because. You may also make contributions 
for get-well wishes, condolence, remembrance and yarzeits. 


