
 

 

jj 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Temple Emanu-El, San Jose, CA November 2008 Cheshvan 5769 
V. 73, No. 13 Connections 

It is with great pleasure that we invite you 
to attend Diaspora Dinner XVI - the Jews 
of Scandinavia on November 8, from 
6:00pm - 9:00pm. This 5-course charity 
gourmet dinner extravaganza and 
multimedia history presentation is one of 
the highlights of the season, with the San 
Jose Mercury News calling it 'one of the 
great experiences of Silicon Valley'.  
 
Our team of chefs is prepared to create a  
5-course gourmet feast that will redefine 
your preconceived notions of Scandinavian 
cuisine - and the history presentation to 
follow will enlighten you to the brave acts 
of heroism performed by the citizens of 
these Northern countries during World War 
II. There is also a proud Jewish history 
throughout Scandinavia and you will learn 
all about it, after having dined on some of 
the finest food your taste buds have 
recently encountered. 
 
The cost is $49 per person ($40 for Temple 
Emanu-El Brotherhood members), with 
one glass of wine included in the 5-course 
dinner. Paired wine offerings matched to 
each course are also available for an 
additional $18 per person, as personally 
selected by our sommelier-in-residence. We  
also offer a raffle at the end of the event  
with hundreds of dollars in prizes, including Apple hardware - raffle tickets are sold at the event.  
 
We do cap attendance at 80 with no exceptions - if you want to attend, please do let us know at your 
earliest convenience. Note that due to the ludicrous popularity of this event, your reservation is *not* 
confirmed until we receive your check - it should be made out to 'Temple Emanu-El Brotherhood' 
and sent to the temple office.  

 

Diaspora Dinner XVI - The Jews of Scandinavia Menu (subject to change) 
 

Appetizer Course 1 – The Classics: Danish Chicken Liver Spread – Smørecreme af Hønselever; 
Danish Egg Sandwich – Æggesmørrebrød; Gravlax with Swedish Mustard Sauce; Rye Bread on Table, 
Butter on Side 

 

Appetizer Course 2 – Nouvelle Scandinavian: Terrine of Pickled Herring with Caviar Cream, 
Asparagus Tips & Salmon Roe Garnish 

 

Soup Course – Sounds Nouvelle, But It Really Isn’t: Consommé with Duck, Madeira, Vegetables and 
Fresh Sage 

 

Salad Course – Scando-French: Finnish Fillet of Venison Salad aux Fines Herbes with Pickled 
Chanterelles 

 

Main Course – Deilig!: Norwegian Truffled Cod with Garlic Veal Glace; Jansson’s  
Temptation (Sweden via Illinois); Wild Mushroom Ragout 

 

Dessert Mélange - Loftkökur - Icelandic Chocolate 'Air' Cookies Served with Lingonberry  
Drizzle, Norwegian Cream Cake with Rosemary Pears & Strawberries, Finnish Cloudberry  
Mousse en Tuilles 

 

Beverages - Glögg (Hot Swedish Mulled Wine) or One Glass of Wine + Coffee, Tea –  
Included Aquavit or Additional Glass of Beverage - $3 supplement 

Temple Emanu-El  1010 University Avenue, San Jose, CA 95126 www.templesanjose.org 
Administrative Office: 408.292.0939  Religious School Office: 408.292.3223  Preschool Office: 408.293.8660 

November 
Shabbat Service Schedule 

 
Friday Shabbat Services 

 
November 7  
Congregational  
Potluck Dinner 

6:15pm 
Erev Shabbat Family Service 
with Dalet and 1st Grade 

Participation  
7:15pm 

 
November 14 

Veteran’s Shabbat 
7:30pm 

 
November 19 
Tot Shabbat  

6:00pm 
Piano and Song Shabbat 

7:30pm 
 

November 28 
Kabbalat Shabbat  

6:30pm 
 

~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Saturday Morning 
Minyanim 

All Minyan services start at 
9:00am in the BFR 

 
November 

1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
 

November 8 
Jacob Krupp  
becomes a  
Bar Mitzvah 
10:30am 
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S'lichot 

Missed Opportunity 
 

On Saturday, September 20, 

our congregation was invited 

to participate in a very special, 

intimate and powerful service 

called S’lichot. Unfortunately, 

so it seems, many people are 

not really familiar with this 

very special service, which is 

why attendance was pretty low 

this year. So we thought that 

we would shed some  

light on the beauty and importance of this service. It is our hope 

that by becoming more familiar with S’lichot, you will be 

interested and intrigued enough to mark your calendars and make 

a note to join us for next year. 
 

Selichot (literally meaning apologies, regrets, forgiveness, 

pardons), are piercing, intense poems that are said in the period 

leading up to the High Holy Days. As the Hebrew month of Elul 

approaches, the mood of repentance becomes more urgent. In 

the Ashkenazi tradition, it begins on the Saturday night before 

Rosh Hashanah. (However, if Rosh Hashanah falls on 

Monday/Tuesday or Tuesday/Wednesday, Selichot are said 

beginning the Saturday night prior, to ensure that there are at 

least three nights of S’lichot). The entire community, including 

men, women and older children, attend the service. Clergy wear 

white robes, the Rabbi gives a sermon (in our congregation the 

‘sermon’ is replaced by study session, to insure that our 

congregants are involved and engaged) and the cantor sings 

elaborate melodies, psalms and songs. It is not unusual for a 

choir to participate in this first night's service. ‘S’lichot’ refers to 

both the service itself as well as to each of the poetic piyyutim 

(poetry) that compose the service. Traditionally, S’lichot are 

recited between midnight and dawn, but in most Reform 

congregations, however, S’lichot begins at night after the Ma’ariv 

(evening) service. A fundamental part of the S’lichot service is the 

repeated recitation of the "Thirteen Attributes," a list of God’s 

thirteen attributes of mercy that were revealed to Moses after the 

sin of the golden calf (what a great opportunity to check out 

Exodus 34:6-7!).   
 

And what do we do at Temple Emanu-El? We go ‘creative.’ We 

recognize the fact that most of our congregants would really 

rather take an active role of learning, singing, and participating. 

So we begin with a Study Session, followed by an hour of 

‘schmoozing’ and ‘oneg,’ a special reception with homemade 

desserts provided by members of our choir and congregation. 

 This year we were blessed to have 
cellist Peter Gelfand and pianist  
Debbie Davis as our musicians. The 
musical interlude sets the mood and 
atmosphere of the entire S’lichot 
service of Temple Emanu-El: we 
read, sing and engage in quiet 
reflection. A beautiful service created 
by our Ritual Committee leads us 
through a wonderful journey.   
 

In this holy place, our Sanctuary, 
where so many people have come to 
‘stand before God’ before us, we all 
get an opportunity to prepare  
ourselves spiritually, emotionally 
and  intellectually for what is coming a week or so later:  Aseret 
Yemei Tshuva, the Ten Days of Repentance.  We recognize that 
‘repentance’ means something completely different to each and 
every one of us, which is why we make sure to provide every 
individual with a different tool for expression and inner 
reflection: some people get to go deep into meditative thinking, 
following a study session; some people immerse themselves in 
sound of music that embraces them from all directions in the 
sanctuary. Others pay attention and listen to inspirational 
readings. 
 

S’lichot is a wonderful opportunity to engage in such a creatively 
spiritual event, where so many different talents come together to 
do God’s work and fulfill the following mitzvah:  “Ivdu et 
Ha’Shem Be’Simcha, Bo’u le’fanav bir’nana”, “Worship God with 
gladness, come unto Him with joy.” (Psalm 100:2) 
 

We conclude the service with the sound of the Shofar, a long, 
loud blast pierces our hearts and penetrates our souls. We use the 
shofar as a tool to announce that the High Holy Days are here; a 
year is now ending its cycle, it is time and an opportunity to start 
anew and receive it with contemplation and deep thought. It is 
time to go inside, begin our Heshbon Nefesh (introspection), to 
take responsibility for our actions, and commit to improving 
ourselves. It is time to do the work of Teshuvah to return to our 
proper path. 
 

L’ Shana Tovah. May we all have a good, healthy and peaceful 
year. 

Rabbi and  Meeka’s Column  



 

 

3 Temple Happenings 
 

Tikkun Olam 
 

Chanukah for Jewish Military Overseas 
  
   Sisterhood needs your support as the American Military needs 
ours. Your donation of gifts enables the Sisterhood to send 
Chanukah packages to our Jewish military in Iraq. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Suggested Donations 
 

Personalized Letters  
Chanukah cards  

Gelt or candy  
(no home made foods) 

Dreidels Books 
Hanukiot & candles iTunes gift cards 
Disposable cameras Cards, hand held games 
Small Toiletries DVDs 

 
A full list of suggestions can be found at 
www.proudarmymoms.org/packages 

 
Please drop off your donations in the Gift Shop (during store 
hours) or the Administrative Office.  If you have questions or  
want to help, contact Harriet Reisner at reisnerh@onemain.com  
or 408.226.2842. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Tuesday, November 25 at 7:00pm 
 
Rosh Chodesh, the Festival of the New Moon, is an ancient 
tradition for women going back to biblical times. It is said that 
this holiday was given to women to celebrate as a reward for their 
refusal to participate in the making of the "golden calf” idol. 
 

Come join us as we mark this holiday every other month with 
prayer, ritual, sacred symbols, music, meditation, storytelling and 
more. In a small, friendly group, we will meet at the home of 
Lorie and Shari Kaplan, explore who we are as Jewish women, 
reinforce our Jewish identity and deepen our spirituality. This 
holiday is truly a sacred time just for you. 
 

We always have a wonderful evening! Space is limited. Please 
RSVP to Lorie & Shari at 408.267.4563 by November 23. 
 

 Your Unwanted Car Will Help Your Unwanted Car Will Help Your Unwanted Car Will Help Your Unwanted Car Will Help 
My Nana & PapaMy Nana & PapaMy Nana & PapaMy Nana & Papa    

 

� Free Pick-Up 
� Tax receipt given 
� No smog required 

Donate your car, boat or motorhome to  
Jewish Family Service and help provide services for  

seniors, children and families in Silicon Valley. 
To Donate Call: 

(877)JFS-4CAR (toll free) 
       5 3 7 . 4 2 2 7  

 
 

Fourth Annual 
Winter Coat & 
Blanket Drive 

 
sponsored by the 
Tikkun Olam 
Committee 

 
 
 
Please bring us new or gently used outerwear (especially 
mens sizes) and blankets to meet a growing need for warm 
clothing in our local community.   
 
Donations may be brought to bins in the sanctuary foyer 
through November 30. 

 
 

High Holy Day Greeting 
(Correction) 

 

Wayne and Iva Rose wish you and your family 
a very happy, healthy and prosperous 5769. 
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A smile comes to my face as I reflect on 5768. Brotherhood 
once again did an outstanding job of serving our Temple. What 
stands out most was the dedication of the Brotherhood  

members like Gordon Robinson and Philip Schwarz who are 
always there to lend a hand. Gordon propelled Brotherhood in the 
right direction on our first day of the school year by organizing our 
annual pancake breakfast. Philip coordinates our blood drive and 
volunteers for virtually every event.  
 

A critical analysis requires a clear understanding of what went well 
and where improvement is warranted. Fortunately, we have far 
more programs that deserve repeating than ones that require 
attention. There are three areas where we can do a little better. We 
can expand our numbers. We can do a little better at raising money 
and we can do a better job of promoting our smaller events. 
 

I would like to focus on a couple more of the Brotherhood’s 
successes before addressing the areas that could use some 
improvement. Brotherhood, under the leadership of Uri Gottfeld, 
is responsible for the set up and break down the Bima at High 
Holy Days. Uri has organized this labor intensive effort for years.  
Thanks to Uri’s hard work and dedication we are able transport 
our spiritual experience to the Heritage Theatre.  
 

Brotherhood has had tremendous success with our two educational 
series that are the brainchild of our Vice President of events, 
Jonathan Hirshon. Brotherhood will continue to host the Diaspora 
Dinners and Distinguished Speakers series. Brotherhood hosted 
speaker Larry Magid, a world renowned expert on internet safety, 
in October. This month Brotherhood is hosting a Diaspora dinner 
featuring the Jews of Scandinavia. Act now if you would like to 
attend. Seating is limited and tickets are going fast. 
 

I could go on and on about Brotherhood’s successes but I am only 
allowed to write so many words. Therefore, I have to shift focus 
on ways to steer a truer course. Bob Hansen, our membership 
chair, and I are pursuing an aggressive membership drive to 
increase Brotherhood membership. Our temple members have 
received a copy of our new brochure in the mail along with a 
membership form. Our hope is that all of Temple Emanu-El’s 
men will join. 
 

We are taking a two-pronged approach to enhancing our events. 
We will be organizing more joint events with the other auxiliaries.  
October featured two such events. Brotherhood and Sisterhood 
co-sponsored a game night as well as a fabulous trip to the 
Museum of Contemporary Judaism in San Francisco.  The 
Museum trip was so popular we rented a bus to create easier 
transportation along with enhancing camaraderie with our 
members. We are also actively engaged in sponsoring a variety of 
events that cater to a wide array of tastes. The museum trip was an 
excellent example of this strategy. If you have an idea for an event 
you would like us to pursue please send me an e-mail. 
 

We are hoping to increase our fundraising this year by increasing 
membership, filling every seat at the Diaspora Dinners and 
promoting various fund raising events. Currently we are in the 
planning stages and not ready for prime time. Mort Berlant, our 
fund raising chair, or I will fill you in on the details as they come. 
 

Thanks to the hard work of some very dedicated brothers, 5768 
was a very good year. Thanks to their continued dedication, 5769 
will even be better. 

Bob Levy, President 
brotherhood@templesanjose.org 

 

 
 

Sisterhood offers many wonderful 
opportunities to connect  
with all parts of our temple family!  
We have designed programs that are 
as varied as your interests and needs.  

 
 
How to Talk to Your Children About Sensitive Issues 
Adult Education Class co-sponsored by Sisterhood  
Nosh at 11:00am by Sisterhood. Class at 11:30am with Rabbi.   
November 2, 9 and 16 at Temple Emanu-El 
For more information contact vprey@templesanjose.org. 
 
Ladies Night Out - November 13 at 6:00pm 
Enjoy a relaxed evening out talking with the girls! 
Sonoma Chicken Coop, 5925 Almaden Expressway, San Jose 
RSVP by November 10 to wote@templesanjose.org. 
 
Coffee at the Cottage – November 16  from 9:30am - Noon 
Schmooze, relax, get to know your fellow congregants. 
Sisterhood provides coffee, tea and snacks.  
 
Book Group - November 19 at 7:00pm 
"Your Heart's Desire: Sex and Love in Jewish Literature"  
at the Sunnyvale Library 
November’s book: The Mind-Body Problems, Rebecca Goldstein 
 
Chanukah Faire - November 23 from 10:00am – 2:00pm 
Buy your gifts early for Chanukah. Great selection and prices! 
Kids’ activities, food, and more.  In the Temple House. 
 
Rosh Chodesh - November 25 from 7:00pm – 9:00pm 
Learn more about the Hebrew month of Cheshvan. Sing, pray, 
and learn about Women of the Bible.  Schmooze with the ladies. 
Lorie Kaplan’s home. RSVP to Lorie by November 23 by calling 
408.267.4563.  Call for address. 
 
Save the Date! 
Visit the local Mikvah on December 7 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Do you have questions or suggestions for programs? We’d love 
to hear what would meet your needs and that you would like to 
be more involved. Email us at wote@templesanjose.org. 

 

Rita Loren, President 
wote@templesanjose.org 

 

Sisterhood Brotherhood 



 

 

5 Money Matters 
Good News for Temple Members! 
Tax-Free Gifts from IRA Accounts  

Have Been Re-Authorized! 
 
Congress has re-authorized legislation that allows donors to make 
charitable gifts from their IRA accounts (including Roth IRAs) 
during tax years 2008 and 2009 without incurring an income tax 
on the withdrawal. It was passed as part of the Emergency 
Stabilization Act of 2008. If you are age 70 ½ or older and are 
required to take minimum withdrawals and you do not need them 
for personal use, this may be a great way to make a gift to one or 
more qualified charities. While you cannot claim a charitable 
deduction for IRA gifts, you will not pay income tax on the 
amount. Without this law change, withdrawals from IRAs for 
charitable gifts are taxable to the donor. Your tax-free gift may be 
a payment of an existing pledge or a new gift. For tax year 2008, 
you must act before December 31, 2008. 
 
 
To qualify: 

• You must be age 70 ½ or older at the time of the gift.   
• Transfers must be made from a traditional or Roth IRA 

account by your plan provider DIRECTLY to the 
charity. Funds that are withdrawn by you and then 
contributed do NOT qualify.   

• Gifts from 401k, 403b, SEP and other retirement plans 
do not qualify. 

• Gifts must be outright. Distributions to donor-advised 
funds, supporting organizations, or life-income 
arrangements such as charitable remainder trusts and 
gift annuities are precluded.  

 
 
Benefits-Qualified charitable distributions: 

• Can total up to $100,000 in each tax year (if your spouse 
has a separate IRA account, you can each contribute up 
to $100,000 per tax year); 

• Can be excluded from your gross income for federal 
income tax purposes on line 15a of Form 1040 (no 
charitable deduction is available, however); 

• Can be used to satisfy your Minimum Required 
Distribution (MRD); 

• Are not subject to the 50% deductibility ceiling or the 
2% rule. 

• Removes up to $100,000 per year from the taxable 
estate 

 

Grant Program Development and Writer 
Volunteer Opportunity 

 

Did you know Temple Emanu-El receives funds from Sinai 
Memorial Chapel to support Religious School programs? We 
have an opportunity to pursue more grants from other 
organizations in the Bay Area, California and in other states in 
support of our synagogue, and need your help. 
 
Description:  Help match grant 
opportunities with Temple program needs, 
identify how those needs fit with existing  
or new programs, and write grant proposals 
to request funds.  Work with staff and 
committee members in this process. 
 
Please contact Steve Krandel for more 
information, skrandel@sbcglobal.net. 
 

 
 

“It would be my  
pleasure to be  
your Realtor!” 

 
 

Mary Cohen 
Seniors Real Estate Specialist (SRES) 

Quality Service Certified (QSC) 

408.981.2955 cell 

In appreciation of your business and 
referrals, a donation will be made to 
Temple Emanu-El at close of escrow. 
 

LAW OFFICE OF DERRYL H. MOLINA 
Estate planning – Elder Law – General Practice 

SE HABLA ESPANOL 

 
1142 S. Winchester Blvd., Suite B 

San Jose, CA 95128 
408.244.4992 

 
Derryl H. Molina 
Attorney at Law               attderryl@comcast.net 

Subvention from 
Sinai Memorial Chapel 
 

Temple Emanu-El gratefully acknowledges that the Board of 
Directors of Sinai Memorial Chapel, Chevra Kadisha (Holy Burial 
Society), approved a 2008 subvention for our Religious School. 
We want to thank Sinai very much for their generous support. It 
is significant that Sinai Memorial Chapel provides annual support 
for Temple Emanu-El. 
 
Sinai has completed two new development projects; the opening  
of their rebuilt branch office in Lafayette and the opening of Gan 
Shalom, the new Jewish cemetery in Contra Costa County which 
serves the entire East Bay Jewish Community. 
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EESY’s Sleep Over in the Sukkah was Awesome! 
 
A record number of people attended, which means word is 
getting out how EESY is super cool! 
 
We all had a great time hanging out, playing games, learning 
about Sukkot, watching movies and talking until (almost) dawn! 
 
Thanks to Ruth Krandel and Lori Ghan for providing the yummy 
and nutritious dinner. We really appreciate your time and effort!  
We also thank Noah’s Bagels for donating bagels for breakfast.  

Our November Event is Xtreme Bowling! 
 
Don't just bowl. Bowl Xtreme. AMF center cranks up the music, 
turns down the lights and plunges you into the strangely addictive 
sensory overload we call Xtreme Bowling. Hang out with a bunch 
of your EESY friends and try it. It’s way cool!  EESY events are 
open to all 9-12 graders.  Bring your Jewish friends! 
 

November 15 from 7:30pm-10:15pm 
 

AMF Bowling Center 
2780 El Camino Real in Santa Clara 

Drop off and pick up at the bowling alley 
 

$20-members 
$25-non-members 

Eat Dinner at home or bring extra money for food/drinks 
 
RSVP to Amanda at sweetvoiceamanda@earthlink.com 

It’s a MUST By November 13 
 
For our November Tikkun Olam we are asking all EESY 
participants to bring a Chanukah present for our Jewish soldiers 
overseas. 

Suggested Donations 
 

Personalized Letters  
Chanukah cards  

Gelt or candy  
(no home made foods) 

Dreidels Books 
Hanukiot & candles iTunes gift cards 
Disposable cameras Cards, hand held games 
Small Toiletries DVDs 

 
A full list of suggestions can be found at 
www.proudarmymoms.org/packages 

 

EESY Youth Groups  

5/8 of the 
EESY 

Executive 
Board 

Chaverim 
Chillin’ at 
the Cottage 

Winding 
Down in 

our Sleeping 
Bags in the 
Sukkah 

Shakin’ the 
Lulav, 

performing 
a mitzvah, 
with Rabbi 

in the 
Sukkah 

Thumbs up 
to Sleep 

Over in the 
Sukkah! 

This is what 
two hours 
of sleep 
looks like 
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resources, everyone, over time could benefit. By 1874, ten homes 
had been completed. By 1882, the society had finished building all 
the houses of the neighborhood, 140. The founder's created a list 
of regulations in an attempt to ensure cleanliness and hygiene as  
well as preserve a religious 
atmosphere. It was originally 
designed as a "garden" 
neighborhood, with lots of 
open space and trees. Today, 
though the religious character 
of Meah Shearim has been 
preserved, the large, open 
inner courtyards are full of 
buildings, leaving only small 
alleyways and marketplaces.  
Very few dared to leave the protection of the walls in those days. 
The terrain was rocky and uncultivated, and Arab marauders 
roamed freely. 
 

Conrad Schick, a German Christian architect and missionary, 
drew up a plan for Meah Shearim in 1846. Joseph Rivlin, one of 
the heads of the Jewish community in Jerusalem, and a Christian 
Arab from Bethlehem, were the contractors. The work was 
carried out by both Jewish and non-Jewish workers. 
 

The quarter was surrounded by a wall, with gates that were 
locked every evening.  By October 1880, 100 apartments were 
ready for occupancy and a lottery was held to assign them to 
families. By the turn of the century, there were 300 houses, a 
flour mill and a bakery. Conrad Schick planned for open green 
space in each courtyard, but cowsheds were built instead. Meah 
Shearim was the first quarter in Jerusalem to have street lights. 
 

Haredi Lifestyle - Today, Meah Shearim remains an Old World 
enclave in the heart of Jerusalem. With its overwhelmingly Haredi 
population, the streets retain the flavor of an East European 
shtetl. Life revolves around strict adherence to Jewish law, prayer 
and the study of Jewish texts. Traditions in dress may include 
black frock coats and black or fur-trimmed hats for men 
(although there are many other clothing styles, depending on the 
religious sub-group to which they belong), and long-sleeved, 
modest clothing for women. In some groups, the women wear 
thick black stockings all year long, including summer. Married 
women wear a variety of headcoverings, from wigs to 
headscarves. The men have beards and some grow long side 
curls, called peyos. 
 
 

Neighborhood Regulations - "Modesty" posters are hung at 
every entrance. When visiting the neighborhood, women and 
girls are asked to dress modestly (knee-length skirts or longer, no  
plunging necklines or 
midriff tops, no sleeveless 
blouses or bare shoulders). 
During the Shabbat, 
visitors should refrain from 
smoking, photography, 
driving or use of cell 
phones. Wearing blatant 
Christian symbols or T-
shirts with Christian 
slogans should also be  
avoided. When entering synagogues, men should cover their heads. 
 

Kadima and Noar departed in October on their year of ‘travel’ to 
Israel. Each session, we visit another new town in Israel.   
 

Kadima’s meeting landed on the day of Simchat Torah, when we 
celebrate completing a year of reading the Torah and then start 
again on the first chapter. We read the Torah every year with new 
insight as we obtain wisdom and a fresh perspective on old ideas.  
In honor of this most holy day, we ‘visited’ Meah Shearim, a very 
religious neighborhood just outside the Old City walls. 
 

The children ate a traditional Israeli dinner; schnitzel, Israeli salad 
(which they made), hummus and pita and of course, pickles.  Then 
we ‘departed’ to ‘Meah Shearim’ (the chapel). We learned about the 
reverence those living in the city have for the Torah. The children 
had a chance to actually open the scrolls, see the delicate 
parchment and beautiful writing and apply their knowledge from 
Hebrew school to identify letters in the Torah. They had quite an 
evening! As always, we ended with a wild game of Ga-Ga. 
 

Join us next month, November 12 for Kadima and November 
23 for Noar, for more travel adventure! 
 
Meah Shearim, (Hebrew: מאה שערים ), is one 
of the oldest Jerusalem neighborhoods 
outside the walls of the old city, founded by 
devoutly orthodox Jews in the 19th century. 
It was built by the original settlers of 
Yishuv haYashan and even today populated 
mainly by Haredi Jews. 
 

Etymology - The name "Meah Shearim" is 
derived from a verse in the Bible - Genesis 
26:12. Isaac sowed in that land, and in that 
year he reaped "מאה שערים - a 
hundredfold"; God had blessed him.  
 

It was originally settled by just over 100 families who signed up to 
be part of the new "colony," and they took the name "Meah 
Shearim" from the weekly Torah reading. The signing occurred 
during "Parshat Toldot," the week when the Torah portion read in 
synagogues tells of Isaac's great success: "He planted in that land 
and found in that (famine) year a hundred-fold (of the estimated 
produce), for G-d had blessed him." (Genesis 26) Thus, the place 
was named Meah Shearim, indicating Divine blessing 100 times the 
expected.  The residents hoped that like Isaac, they, too would 
prosper and enjoy God's blessings. Some interpret the name 
literally, as "100 Gates." 
 

This name was also chosen due to the founders' awareness of 
kabbalah, Jewish mysticism. The numerical value of the words 
Meah Shearim equals 666, which has esoteric and kabbalistic 
meaning in Judaism, as indicated by the Vilna Gaon in his 
commentary to the Zohar. 
 

History - Meah Shearim was established in 1874 as the second 
settlement outside the walls of the Old City by a building society of 
100 shareholders. Low payments spread over a long period enabled 
anyone who wanted, to build a home for himself on easy terms. 
The original members of the society were mostly Old City residents 
living on charity. Pooling their resources, the society members 
purchased a tract of land outside the Old City, which was severely 
overcrowded and plagued by poor sanitation, and built a new 
neighborhood with the goal of improving their standards of living   
They had virtually no means at their disposal. By pooling their  



 

 

8 Easy Ways To Help  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more than half a century, the American Israel Public Affairs 
Committee has worked to help make Israel more secure by 
ensuring that American support remains strong. From a small 
pro-Israel public affairs boutique in the 1950s, AIPAC has 
grown into a 100,000-member national grassroots movement 
described by The New York Times as "the most important 
organization affecting America's relationship with Israel." 
 
 
For more information on AIPAC’s work, local, regional, national 
and international events and to join, visit www.aipac.com. 
 

We Care and We Want to be There… 
 

 At Temple Emanu-El, we are a family 
(mishpocha), who want to make a 
connection (kesher) with one another.  
The Caring Committee is here to help 
our temple community with: 

*rides to temple events 
*visits and/or meals for the ill, 
elderly, or lonely 
*comfort for the bereaved 

 
This past year, members of the committee graciously with 
compassion and discretion have done all of the above and more. 
 
If you or someone you know is in need, or if you are able to help 
in any way, please contact us through the temple or directly. 
 

Dan and Shirley Lee 
Dan.shirleylee@sbcglobal.net or SABL@sbcglobal.net  

or 408-268-0926 
 

Connections is 
Going Electric! 

 
 
Starting in February 2009, the 
Connections, our monthly 
newsletter , will be delivered 
exclusively via email.  

 
 
 
 

However, if you wish to continue to receive a printed copy by 
regular mail, please let us know and we’ll be happy to send a copy 
to your home mailbox. Call us at 408.292.0939 or email 
dvorazim@templesanjose.org.  Thanks! 

 
 

 

Attention  
Lucky Shoppers! 

 

 
You may have noticed that Lucky grocery store brought back the 
Community Partners Card, now called Shares Card. 
 
When you designate Temple Emanu-El as your charity, 
Sisterhood will receive 3% of your shopping total!  Proceeds go 
towards the Religious School Library Fund. It is a simple way to 
give back to your temple community. 
 
Cards will be available on September 14, the first day of Religious 
School and at the High Holy Days. 
 

For more information and additional cards, please contact 
Anita Medeiros at wote@templesanjose.org 

eScrip - Numbers in November 
 

eScrip recently celebrated 10 years of providing 
an effective fundraising program for schools and 
organizations across the country. More than 2.5 
million families have contributed over $200  

million to very worthwhile groups. Temple is one of them. 
 

We are thankful in this month of Thanksgiving for our generous 
eScrip merchants and our 278 loyal supporters. Temple earned 
over $4,600 last year. That is approximately $383 per month. 
 

Please, if you have not as yet become one of our supporters, go 
to www.escrip.com and follow the prompts. Temple's ID# is 
136985180. You must register at least one credit/debit/Safeway 
card, or call me and I'll do the registration for you. Start earning 
money for Temple Emanu-El today! 
 

Lorie Kaplan, eScrip coordinator 
408.267.4563 

 

2009 Entertainment Books Now Available 
● Do you like to discover new restaurants? 
● Do you vacation, rent cars, cruise? 
● Do you take your family to local attractions? 
● Do you love getting a bargain? 
● Do you love supporting Temple Emanu-El? 

 

If you answered yes to any of these questions then the 
Entertainment Book is for you! 

 

Books for San Jose and Santa Clara County are available now at 
the Temple Giftshop and the Office for only $25. They pay for 
themselves after just two uses! Consider giving them as gifts to 
family, friends and business associates. Sample books are on 
display so you can preview the benefits. The temple earns 30% 
for each book sold! It’s a win/win situation! 

 

Questions or need a ‘special delivery’? 
Call Burt Epstein at 408.268.2721 
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AMB DESIGNS 
BALLOON AND EVENT DÉCOR 

Make Your Event Grandiloquent 
 Any Special         

Mitzvahs             Occasions  Weddings 
 
Let us transform the venue for your special occasion into a 
larger than life experience.  We work with you to create the 
perfect theme - as your designer, decorator, and balloon 
artists we take your challenges and m a k e  i t  y o u r  s u c c e s s ! 
 
   
 

 
  
 
Relax and let us make you feel like a guest at your own event! 

www.ambdesigns.com 
Call your Event Designer, Amy Blach, CBA 

408.942.0852 

 

Introducing the JCC 

Social Membership 
 

• $300 per year for a family membership or $200 for 
an individual membership 

• Discounts on programs and classes, including 
camps and swim lessons 

• Discount passes to the Fitness and Aquatics 
Centers 

• Free use of the Aquatics Center on Sundays 
• $200 of your Family fee, $100 of your Individual 

fee, is tax-deductible 
 
 

Addison-Penzak 
 
 
 
 
 

Silicon Valley 

Levy Family Campus 
14855 Oka Road, Los Gatos, CA 95032 
408.356.4973 www.svjcc.org membership@svccc.org 

    Custom Centerpieces 

Classic Balloon Décor 
Sculptures 

Special Effects 

Home of Peace 
Cemetery & Mausoleum 
Monterey Hwy & Curtner Ave 
 

 
 

Call for an appointment 
to discuss pre-need 
arrangements, call 

 
Wayne Rose 
Administrator 
408.297.3636 

 
 

Founded in 1853 
Owned and Operated 
by Temple Emanu-El 

 
South Bay Area’s only  

Jewish-owned Cemetery, 
Mausoleum and Columbarium 

 

Support Our  Advertisers  
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Literacy  Jewish  
There are many misconceptions we have about Judaism; “I am 
a bad Jew because I don’t keep kosher”, “If I do not go to 
Shabbat Services regularly, there is no reason to join a 
synagogue.”, “I do not need a Jewish Community.”, “I do not 
know enough about Judaism, so I will be judged and feel silly 
being around people who know so much more than I do.”, 
“There’s no place in my life for Judaism”. The list could go on 
and on but here, we want to address four of the common 
misconceptions many Jews, maybe even you, have about 
Judaism. 

 
1) JUDAISM IS EITHER ALL OR NOTHING 

 
All those commandments to keep? You've got to be kidding. 
Many people think that if they can't take on the whole Jewish 
kit'n'kaboodle, then there's no point in getting started. But is  
that really true? Is observing Judaism  
an all-or-nothing proposition? Imagine 
 stumbling across a gold mine. Would  
you turn down the gold because you  
know you won't find ALL the gold  
mines in the world? That one mine 
 alone will make you rich for life!  
Every mitzvah is a gold mine. Even  
if we do just part of a mitzvah our  
lives are enriched forever. Judaism is a process, a journey, in 
which every step counts. It's NOT all or nothing. Whatever 
we're able to do right now is great! Just do it. One step at a 
time. 
 
2) SOME JEWS ARE BETTER THAN OTHERS 
 
Ever meet someone who looks down at everyone less religious 
than him? He can be condescending, judgmental, and turn 

others off to Judaism. But, according to 
the Torah, can we know who is a "good 
Jew"? If a terrorist would order the 
greatest rabbi on earth to kill a thief or 
else be killed, the rabbi is forbidden to 
murder, even in order to save his life.  

Why? Isn't the rabbi's life more precious in God's eyes than the 
life of some criminal? The Talmud says: "Nobody knows 
whose blood is redder." No one can judge the worth of another  
person because no one knows where another person is situated 
on the ladder of life -- where he began and how many rungs he 
has climbed. Perhaps the thief, given his life's circumstances, is 
making greater, more difficult life choices than the finest rabbi. 
The best policy is for all of us to stop judging each other and 
respect each other instead. 

   3) RELIGION TAKES THE FUN OUT OF LIFE 
 
Judaism refers to God as the Eternal in Heaven. Just like our 
parents want us to have everything that is good, the God wants 
the same for us -- to get as much pleasure as we possibly can! 
The word "Torah" means "instruction" because it contains  
instructions for life. Computers come 
with big, fat instruction manuals, and 
without them we would be lost. Life is a 
lot more complicated and if we want to 
make the most of it, a set of instructions 
can surely make a difference. God does 
not ask us to pray because God needs an 
ego stroke. Or to skip the bacon  
because it makes God nauseous. For  
over three thousand years the Torah has  
been teaching us how to build a life of meaning and maximize 
pleasure. Do not just settle for the banana splits. Make sure you 
get the premium -- the kind of fulfillment that lasts. That is what 
Judaism is here to teach us. 
 
 
4) BEING RELIGIOUS IS AN ESCAPE 
 
"It's a crutch." "Once you're religious, you stop thinking." "Being 
religious requires a leap of faith." Far from being an escape, 
Judaism teaches that we are responsible for the entire world. The 
Talmud says each person should feel that "the world was 
personally created for me and it is up to me to take care of it."  

Our heroes are the righteous 
and the scholars because for 
thousands of years Jews have 
been having a love affair with 
learning about life and striving 
to grow. The Torah is a guide 
and standard for ethical 
conduct, but then comes the 
hard part -- applying those  

moral principles and living up to them in the nitty-gritty of daily 
life. And that leap of faith? It's not Jewish. The first of the Ten 
Commandments is to know there's a God as opposed to blind 
acceptance. Be an honest intellectual, not a product of your 
society. Hear the evidence and start building a rational foundation 
for your beliefs, whatever they may be.  
 
Clearing the air on some of these misconceptions is a good start 
in discovering what Judaism is really about.  
 

J u d a i s m  i s  a  J u d a i s m  i s  a  J u d a i s m  i s  a  J u d a i s m  i s  a  
p r o c e s s ,  a  p r o c e s s ,  a  p r o c e s s ,  a  p r o c e s s ,  a  
j oj oj oj o u r n e y ,  u r n e y ,  u r n e y ,  u r n e y ,  i n  i n  i n  i n  

w h i c hw h i c hw h i c hw h i c h  e v e r y   e v e r y   e v e r y   e v e r y  
s t e ps t e ps t e ps t e p  c o u n t s c o u n t s c o u n t s c o u n t s ....     

 

"Nobody knows "Nobody knows "Nobody knows "Nobody knows 
whose blood is whose blood is whose blood is whose blood is 
redder."redder."redder."redder."    

God doesn't God doesn't God doesn't God doesn't     
ask us to pray ask us to pray ask us to pray ask us to pray 
because because because because GodGodGodGod    
needs an ego needs an ego needs an ego needs an ego 
stroke.stroke.stroke.stroke.    
 

…………for thousands of for thousands of for thousands of for thousands of 
years Jews have been years Jews have been years Jews have been years Jews have been 
having a love affair having a love affair having a love affair having a love affair 
with learning about life with learning about life with learning about life with learning about life 
and striving to growand striving to growand striving to growand striving to grow    

Federation Announces New PJ Library Program  
 
Do you know any Jewish children 6 
months old to 5 ½ years old? The 
Jewish Federation of Silicon Valley 
would like to make PJ Library available 
to them and to their families. PJ 
Library is a program created to deliver 
an age appropriate Jewish book or CD 
for FREE each month to any Jewish 
child in the Silicon Valley and the 
whole Bay Area. 
 

Women’s Torah Study Session 
 
Rabbi Leslie Alexander leads a women’s 
Torah study session monthly, usually the 
first Wednesday of the month. The next 
session will be November 5, held from 
9:30am to 11:00am, in the Federation 
conference room. These are open to 
anyone who wishes to attend. Bring a 
copy of a Tanakh. Different versions are 
OK. Upcoming dates are December 3 
and January 7.   
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Community  News 

 
 

AIPAC Pacific Northwest Region Presents 
 

2008 AIPAC South Bay Membership Dinner 
Sunday December 7 - 6 PM Reception and 7 PM Program 

Santa Clara Convention Center, 5001 Great America Parkway 
 
Mark your calendars for an evening to celebrate the US-Israel 
Relationship. Join over 1,300 community leaders, elected officials, 
activists and students to discuss the latest developments in 
Washington DC, Israel and in the Middle East.  
 
Temple Emanu-El will have a table at this important event. If you 
wish to join Steve Greenberg and attend please contact James 
Perlstein in the Temple office at 408.292.0939 or by email at 
jperlstein@templesanjose.org to make your reservations. For more 
information visit www.aipac.org/norcalevents.  
 
This year’s event will provide a truly unique opportunity for the 
community to pull together at a time when politics and 
Congressional support for a strong US-Israel relationship must 
come together. There have been a number of changes made to the 
program’s format that will make this year’s event a must-attend for 
new people and long-time attendees alike. 
 
Our keynote speaker, James Woolsey, will discuss how the next 
U.S. Administration will address foreign policy issues, particularly 
the US-Israel relationship and the threat from Iran.  Woolsey 
served in four U.S. Administrations, most recently as Director of 
the CIA.  He is currently a member of the Washington Institute 
for Near East Policy Board of Advisors and is an expert on U.S. 
energy policy and oil independence. 
 
Howard Kohr, AIPAC’s Executive Director will answer questions 
and concerns directly from the community. 
 
Finally, we are privileged to host thirty IDF Soldiers at this year’s 
event.  Notably, each has suffered the loss of a family member and 
we are indeed honored by their presence. 
 
It is undisputed that the 2008 Elections will have a direct impact 
on American foreign policy.  While the election is sure to bring 
major change, one thing must remain constant: bi-partisan support 
for the U.S.-Israel relationship.  AIPAC, a nonpartisan 
organization, is devoted to preserving Congressional support to 
strengthen this strategic partnership and for ensuring that the 
Jewish community has a voice, not only in Congress, but in every 
presidential administration since 1950.  As America's leading pro-
Israel lobby, AIPAC works with both Democratic and 
Republican leaders to enact public policy affecting the Middle East 
and Israel’s security – from maintaining vital foreign aid for Israel 
to stopping Iran's illicit nuclear program.  We encourage you to 
visit AIPAC's web site for more information. 
 
Your presence is a powerful testament to your commitment 
to securing Israel’s future. 
 

Temple Emanu-El is a Polling Place 
 
Temple Emanu-El has received a Polling Place Confirmation 
Notice from the County of Santa Clara Registrar of Voters for 
the Presidential General  
Election on Tuesday 
November 4, 2008.  
 
The polls will be open at 
the Temple from 7:00am 
to 8:00pm.  
 
There may be parking 
and traffic congestion 
issues during the day 
and especially in the 
early morning and late 
afternoon and 
evening. 
 

Don’t know an aleph from an ayin? 
We’ll have you reading  
Hebrew by Chanukah! 

 
Temple Emanu-El is pleased to  

participate in 
Read Hebrew America 

a free 5-session course 
taught by Joelle Wolf 

 
Five Wednesday evenings, November 12 

and 19 and December 3, 10, and 17 
from 6:15pm until 8:15pm 

 
RSVP to the Temple office if you want to 

learn! admin@templesanjose.org. 
 

David Broza is a 
Must See!!! 
 
-Super Fan 
 
David Broza was the 
Michael Jackson of 
Israel, without all the 
mishugas! 
 
-Devoted follower 
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Saturday November 1 

9:00am Shabbat Morning Minyan 
10:00am B’nai Mitzvah Parent Session 

Sunday November 2 

9:00am Confirmation Class 
9:00am Hebrew School 
10:15am Judaic Studies (Grades K-7) 
11:30am Sisterhood Member Appreciation Brunch 

Tuesday November 4      America’s Election Day 
Wednesday November 5 

4:00pm Hebrew School 
5:00pm B’nai Mitzvah Prep Class 
6:15pm TJS 
7:30pm Beit Midrash 

Thursday November 6 

Women of Reform Judaism Convention in Seattle 
Friday November 7 

6:15pm Congregational Potluck Dinner 
7:15pm Erev Shabbat Family Service 

Dalet and Grade 1 leading services 
Saturday November 8 

9:00am Shabbat Morning Minyan 
10:30pm Jacob Krupp becomes a Bar Mitzvah 
6:00pm Diaspora Dinner 

Sunday November 9 

9:00am Confirmation Class 
9:00am Hebrew School 
10:15am Judaic Studies 

Tuesday, November 11 

       7:00pm  Board of Trustees Meeting 
Wednesday November 12 

12:00pm Lunch n’ Learn 
4:00pm Hebrew School 
5:00pm B’nai Mitzvah Prep Class 
6:00pm Kadima (4th – 6th grade Youth Group) 
6:15pm TJS 
7:30pm Beit Midrash 

Thursday November 13 

6:00pm Sisterhood Ladies Night Out (offsite) 
7:00pm Ritual Committee Meeting 
 

Friday November 14 
7:30pm Erev Shabbat Services – Veterans Shabbat 

Saturday November15 
9:00am Shabbat Morning Minyan 

Sunday November 16 

9:00am Coffee in the Cottage 
9:00am Confirmation Class 
9:00am Hebrew School 
10:15am Religious School 

Wednesday November 19 

12:00pm Lunch n’ Learn 
4:00pm Hebrew School 
5:00pm B’nai Mitzvah Prep Class 
6:15pm TJS 
7:30pm Beit Midrash 

Thursday November 20 
7:00pm Religious School Committee Meeting 

Friday November 21 

6:00pm Tot Shabbat 
7:30pm Erev Shabbat Services, Piano and Song 

Saturday November 22 
9:00am Shabbat Morning Minyan 

Sunday November 23 

10:00am Chanukah Faire 
9:00am Confirmation Class 
9:00am Hebrew School 
10:15am Judaic Studies 
12:30pm Noar (youth group for grades 7and 8) 

Tuesday November 25 
6:00pm Sisterhood’s Rosh Chodesh 

Wednesday, November 26 

No Wednesday Classes; B’nai Mitzvah, TJS, Beit Midrash 
Thursday and Friday, November 27 and 28 

Office and Schools Closed for Thanksgiving  
Friday November 28 

6:30pm Kabbalat Shabbat Services 
Saturday November 29 

9:00am Shabbat Morning Minyan 
Sunday November 30 

No Religious or Hebrew Classes 

Calendar for  November 2008 

Friday, October 31, 2008 Light Candles at: 5:52 pm 
Shabbat, November 1, 2008 Shabbat Ends: 6:49 pm 
Friday, November 7, 2008 Light Candles at: 4:45 pm 
Shabbat, November 8, 2008 Shabbat Ends: 5:43 pm 
Friday, November 14, 2008 Light Candles at: 4:40 pm 
Shabbat, November 15, 2008 Shabbat Ends: 5:38 pm 
Friday, November 21, 2008 Light Candles at: 4:35 pm 
Shabbat, November 22, 2008 Shabbat Ends: 5:35 pm 
Friday, November 28, 2008 Light Candles at: 4:33 pm 
Shabbat, November 29, 2008 Shabbat Ends: 5:33 pm 
 

Save the Dates! 
 

December 7 – Sisterhood Mikvah Visit 

December 12-14 – NFTY Fall Inter 

December 16 - Preschool Winter Potluck  
(Preschool Families only) 

December 21 – First Night of Chanukah 

December 25 - Sisterhood Dinner and Movie 

December 26 – Chanukah Service and Party 
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Contributions  Thank You 

Thank you to the preceding congregants and friends who remembered Temple Emanu-El with their generous contributions.   
Donations made after November 15, 2008 will be listed in the December/January issue of Connections. 

 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
In honor of 
  Alicia Blumstein’s Bat Mitzvah 
 Kristi and Ron Blumstein 
  Tili Ress-Weinstein becoming a  
  Bat Mitzvah 
 Ethel Ress 
In memory of  
  Florence Marcus 
  Harry Rosenthal 
 Ellen Terrell 
  William (Bill) Grant 
 Esther Grant 
  Gordon Levy 
 Geraldine Levy 
  Rose Steinberg 
 Robert and Wanda Pollack 
  Nellie Schier and Paul Greebler 
 Doris and Sid Rosenberg 
  Morris Saslaw and Jack Graff 
 Rick and Sherry Graff 
  Ben Roth and Max Hafter 
 Janis and Paul Roth-Soto 
  Albert Tidwell 
 Michelle Tidwell 
Donation 
Dov and Lily Mor 
Rita Loren 
Karen and Penni Henry 
Lilyan Stavis 
Lynette and Mark Tannen 

 
Cantorial Discretionary Fund 
In honor of  
  Alicia Blumstein’s Bat Mitzvah 
 Ron and Kristi Blumstein 
Donation 
  Karen and Penni Henry 
 
General Fund 
In honor of 
  Mel and Helen Grant’s 80th birthdays 
 Joan Singer 
  Ethel Ress’ granddaughter becoming a    
  Bat Mitzvah 
 Joe and Armeda Fischer 
 

In memory of 
Lillian S. Malen 
 Ed and Margie Cahn 
Claudine Morris 
 Gary Morris 
Ben Avrech 
 N. Avrech 
Al Greenberg and Lena Feldmann 
 Louise Greenberg 

Donation 
Celia Besbris 
Barbara and Mort Berlant 
David Ledwitz 
Doreen Kostel 
Susan and Phil Hammer 
Judith Sapper 

 
Israel Scholarship Fund 
In honor of  
  Helen and Mel Grant’s Birthdays 
 Fagie Rosen & Bender family  
 
Judith Jurman Omens  
Cemetery Beautification Fund 
In memory of  
  Sylvia Muravin 
  Max Polsky 
 Frances Powell 
  Elvin Ress 
 Ethel Ress 
  Harry Saul and Ben Bernard 
 Aaron and Evelyn Berman 
  Percy and Anna Bronstein 
 Diana Rittenberg 
 
Levin Family Learning Center Fund 
In memory of  
  Ruth Bernstein 

Allan & Judy Bernstein & Family 
  Helen Greenberg 
 Arlene and Steve Greenberg 
Speedy recovery to  
  Marvin Fox 
 Arlene and Steve Greenberg 
Donation 

Gerry Gassman 
Betty and Marvin Rossman 
David Ledwitz 

 
Lou and Clara Juren Library Fund 
In memory of  
  David Feldman, Geraldine Feldman 
   

Todah Rabah to the following people for their financial donations which made Break Fast possible: 
Alan and Bunny Fisher, Barbara and Mort Berlant, Bette Myers, in memory of Monty Myers, Bobi and Ray Levine, Cary Silberman, Dale 
and Aileen Teren-Foster, David and Harriet Reisner, Dr. Edward and Marjorie Cahn, Evann and Mike Aronoff, John and Yvonne Nemec, 
Peter Chastain and Richard Wolf, Rabbi Dana and Cheriel Magat and Family, Sharon Barowsky, Sidney and Doris Rosenberg, Steven and 
Arleen Greenberg, Sue and Ron Timpson, Wolf and Donna Schaechter, Sarah and Stuart Johnson, Oda and Abraham Livchitz, Eva Stanley. 

…And to the following people for their time and energy donations which made Break Fast happen: 
Janis Decker, Bernice Gaon, Estelle Kadis, Marjorie Cahn, Lorie Kaplan, Idelle Cagan, Maggie Newman, Bunny Roth, Debra Ransier, 
Melanie Pearson, Janet Wood, Nani Noverita, Bill Medeiros, Anita Medeiros and the Temple Administrative and Custodial Staffs. 
 

Dorothy Galin 
 Dr. Clayton & Sandra Feldman 
Maurice Tucker High Holy Music Fund 
In memory of 
  Maurice Tucker 
 Carol Tucker Martin & family 
 
Milton Fox Campership Fund 
In honor of  
  Robert and Ruth Fox’s 55th Anniversary 
 Bert and Barbara Berns 
 Marilyn and Mort Leiter 
 Dr. and Mrs. Lawrence Ross 
Wishes for a speedy recovery to  
  Marvin Fox 
 Ed and Marjorie Cahn 

Joe and Marcia Riggio 
Alfreda Mastman 
Labe and Lois Leiter 
Helen and Richard Goldman 
Frieda Forster 

 
Prayerbook Tribute Fund 
In memory of  
  Irving Cooper and Sidney Weissman 
 Margaret Cooper  
Religious School Fund 
In memory of  
  Rose Woron 
 Bette and Mark Emanuel 
  Molly Kadish 
 Susan Amouroux 
  Florence Marcus 
 Ed and Margie Cahn 
 
Religious School Enrichment Fund 

Barry and Joanna Drogy 
Leigh and Simona Goldstein 
Ann and Kevin Zis  

 
Susanne Blickman Arts & Crafts Fund 
In honor of  
  Jane Jacobson’s Retirement 
 Ginny and Manny Siegler 
In memory of 
  Gertrude Carmely 
 Bobi and Ray Levine 
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Birthdays and Anniversaries Bar Mitzvah 
 
 
Scott Gordon 
Robin Rinsler Green 
Robert Teeter 
Deborah Thailer 
Susan Handloff 
Ty Levine 
Eleanor Gerstley 
Henry Walaszczyk 
Sophie Jackman 
Maya Ota 
Estelle Kadis 
Bobi Lotman 
Peggy Frederick 
Jason Jurman 
Sarah Hofheimer 
Eric Hoffman 
Steve Ladowitz 
Suzanne Boxer Gassman 
Isabella Guadiamos 
Morton Leiter 
David Jurman 
Justin Krupp 
Michelle Indianer 
Oda Livchitz 
Don Lesser 
Sam Paulsen 
Benjamin Huchley 
Gladys Puopolo 
Deborah Katzman 
Justin Singer 
Leo Michels 
Brian Winter 
Laura Israel 
Robert Jaffee 
Lily Hofheimer 
Taylor Heiman 
Claire Ludwig Peterson 
Larry Goldberg 
Nani Noverita 
Megan Aronson 
Miranda Katz 
Bryce Powell 
Arcadi Elbert 
Joey Cahn 
Miranda Dafoe 
Robert Pollack 
Sophia Olsen 
David Cappello 
Alex Paulsen 
Aaron Beninghaus 
Esther Reiser 
Mildred Bloom 
Neal Eisenberg 
Jeffrey Krupp 
Jay Shain 
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26 
 
 
 
 
27 
 
 
28 
 
 
 
29 
 
 
 
 
30 
 
 
 
 

1 
2 
 
5 
8 
9 
10 
15 
17 
18 
 
20 
22 
23 
 
26 
29 

We wish a very happy birthday and anniversary to our congregants who are celebrating this month. If your name is not listed or the 
information is wrong, please be in touch with the office to provide us with updated information. Thank you.   

May you be blessed with a year of goodness and fulfillment. 
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My name is Jacob Alexander 
Krupp. I go to Gideon Hausner 
Jewish Middle School in Palo 
Alto. I love going to a Jewish day 
school. Sports are my thing; 
baseball, surfing, ping pong, 
basketball and football. I have a 
great family and my big brother 
Justin is awesome. I love animals 
and have two really cute cats.  
I am excited to become a Bar 
Mitzvah and learning my parsha, 
Lech Lecha has been challenging 
and interesting. I hope you will 
join me on November 8. 
 

Maya Jacobson 
Lorna Hornby 
Nicole Fox 
Jared Nussbaum 
Parviz Mishkanian 
Gary Katz 
Melissa Reisner 
Nolan Johnson 
Rachel Tucker 
Joy Morris 
Enrique Guadiamos 
Hannah Roberts 
Aaron Berman 
William Westerman 
Joel Fleichman 
Wanda Pollack 
Jewel Altman 
Michele Schneiderman 
Belinda Suntop 
Steven Horeff 
Jonathan Hirshon 
Jeff Burke 
Elena Shain 
 

Anniversaries 
 

Isaac and Irina Oak 
Richard and Charolotte Burriesci 
Irwin and Laura Jacobson 
Jeff and Lori Ghan 
Mark and Gail Cahn 
Barry and Joanna Drogy 
Marc Terziev and Sandra Cohen 
Alan and Bunny Fisher 
Gordon and Barbara Weingarten 
Jonathan Jackel and Nora Rousso 
David and Sheri Wiesner 
Robert and Seema Jaffee 
Mel and Rita Friedman 
Joel and Marci Gerston 
William and Natalie Mauskopf 
Ben and Bernice Vitcov 
Brian and Cindy Fox 

Birthdays 

Oneg Shabbats 
 
The goodies we share following services were provided in 
recent weeks by the following congregants and friends: 
 

August 29:  In honor of Noah Rubin’s Bar Mitzvah 

September 5:  In honor of Alicia Blumstein’s Bat Mitzvah 

September 12:  Mel and Helen Grant; Karen and Penni 
Henry, in honor of their wedding; Neil and Bev Mendel in 
memory of Neil's aunt and in honor of Bev's father's 
birthday; Walter and Harriet Saltzman in honor of Walter's 
Birthday and Sisterhood Bakeshop. 

September 19:  Dr. Philip and Roma Green, in honor of 
their grand-daughter Alexandra Schmitt’s Bat Mitzvah 

September 26:  In honor of Allison Gabbert’s Bat Mitzvah 

October 10:  In honor 
of Adam Heerwagen’s 
Bar Mitzvah 

October 17:  In honor 
of Scott Lunell’s Bar 
Mitzvah 

October 24:   
Sisterhood Bakeshop 
 
If you have a special 
occasion you would 
like to celebrate, or a 
loved one whose 
memory you would 
like to honor, please 
contact Anita 
Medeiros to arrange a 
specific date. 
wote@templesanjose.
org 

 

 
 
 

We welcome the following families who 
have recently joined our congregational 
family: 
 
-David and Samantha Meister  
(Benjamin and Rachel) 
-Allison and Jeremy Tobin 
-Daniel Kurtz and Yvonne Pan 
-Bradley and Janet Phinick (Jazmine) 
-Jordan Sofris and Patti Palmer (Joshua) 
-Adam and Rebecca Silberstein 
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We note with sorrow the passing of Bebe Prizant, cousin of Jerry 
(Sherri) Prizant. 
 
November 7 (7:15pm Service) 
Nettie Chatoff, Theresa H. Epstein, Hannah Fox, Mathilde Ganz, 
Norm Gershanov, Frances Goldberg, Max Hafter, Vivian Kass, 
Lena Koss, Nettie Leiter, Rubin Lewon, Samuel Lewon, Lillian S. 
Malen, Joan Poor, Thomas Frank Robinson, Mildred Cohn 
Rosen, Molly Schutte, Lita Smolin Segal-Katz, Elizabeth Sessions, 
Bernard Siegler, Helen Slater, Esther Slavin, William David 
Winter, Joseph Wolff, Ann Wolfson 
 
November 14 (7:30pm Service) 
Mildred Allen, Ben Berman, Marvin Bushbaum, Robert Fishman, 
Sadie Gabrilowitz, Hyman Garshon, Max Gordon, Rebecca 
Greenberg, Dorothy Halprin, Abraham Hassid, Harriet Hirsh, 
Joyce Jackman, Ida F. Kragen, Leon Lagier, Leah Leizerbaum, 
Max Mordechai Levin, Oscar A. Mintzer, Herbert J. Nayman, 
Harry Saul, J.T. Snyder, Eric Stanley, Sadie Stein, Lisa Stransky, 
Kathleen Sullivan, Martha Taitelman, Julie Walker, Sidney 
Weissman 
 
November 21 (7:30pm Service) 
Lillian Becker, Robert Gordon Blauner, Jane Bowling, Anna 
Boxer, George Brockman, Harold Cahn, Eli Delman, Bess Ellis, 
Max Emanuel, Jack Fischer, Dana Alan Fisher, Louis Fishman, 
Rose Forster, Samuel Freeling, Max (Manny) Frey, Dorothy 
Galin, Stanley Green, Gisela Guen, Betty Hoffman, Bessie 
Hurwitz, Jacob Kadis, Sam Kaisel, Rebecca Levitt, Rachel Orloff, 
Elisha Papo, Sara Papo, Rose Silen, Abraham Slavit, Ben Sokolec, 
Rosaline Weinberg, Harry Zeitlin,  
 
November 28 (6:30pm Service) 
Sidney Eisner Atlas, William Bain, Marvin Barbanell, Phyllis 
Barbanell, Goldie Bessner, Lottie Bloom, Sidney Braunstein, 
Sidney Fabisch, Jean Gambord, Gloria Gambord-Teren, Sarah 
Gross, Bettie Hirsch, Howie Kamins, Frank Koss, Jacob Koss, 
Winnie Levin, Samuel Libglid, Norman Lieberman, Howard 
Lubarsky, Charles Madzel, Rose Markus, Leonard Naymark, 
Amelia Peretz, Joseph Piazza, Benjamin Poley, Jack Rosenberg, 
Rudolph Rothholz, Daniel Shev, Edward Shev, Alan Singer, 
Solomon Sokol, Dale Sprintz, Sylvia Swid, Ruth Woron  

 

Clergy 
Dana L. Magat 
Senior Rabbi 

Rabbimagat@templesanjose.org 

Meeka Simerly 
Cantor Intern 

meekantor@templesanjose.org 
 

Joseph Gitin, D.D. 
Rabbi Emeritus 

 
 

 

Board of Trustees 
 

President: Steve Greenberg  president@templesanjose.org 
 

Immediate Past President: Ruth Krandel  pastpresident@templesanjose.org 
 

VP Administration: Steve Krandel  vpadmin@templesanjose.org 
 

VP Marketing/Communications: Nancy Weintraub vpmc@templesanjose.org 
 

VP Membership: Laura Danoff-Robinson  vpmembership@templesanjose.org 
 

VP Education and Youth: Marci Gerston  vprey@templesanjose.org 
 

Secretary: Barry L. Cohen  secretary@templesanjose.org 
 

Treasurer: Joe Riggio  treasurer@templesanjose.org 
 

Rich Albert Mark Cahn Gerry Gassman 
Uri Gottfeld Jonathan Hirshon Kim Jackman 

Steve Ladowitz David Mimeles Ruth Pangilinan 
Eleanor Rusnak Michelle Schneiderman Greg Turetzky 

 
Brotherhood President: Bob Levy  brotherhood@templesanjose.org 

Sisterhood President: Rita Loren  wote@templesanjose.org 
EESY Presidents: Brent Ghan and Kristina Fernandez 

youthgroup@templesanjose.org 

 
 

 

Committees 
 

Marci Gerston Adult Education vprey@templesanjose.org 
Bob Hersch Dues dues@templesanjose.org 
Uri Gottfeld Facilities facilities@templesanjose.org 
Kim Jackman 
Sharon Genkin 

Membership 
Membership 

Membership 
@templesanjose.org 

Robin Hurwitz Religious School rs@templesanjose.org 
Mark Cahn Ritual ritual@templesanjose.org 
Rich Albert Tikkun Olam to@templesanjose.org 

 
 

 

Staff 
James Perlstein 

Executive Director 
jperlstein@templesanjose.org 

408.292.0939 
 

Paula Marsh 
Religious School Principal 
Paula@templesanjose.org 

408.292.3223 

Deborah Zimmer 
Member Services Coordinator 
dvorazim@templesanjose.org 

408.292.0939 
 

Beth Roellig 
Religious School Assistant 
School@templesanjose.org 

408.292.3223 
 

Marcy Weiss 
Director of Informal 

Education/Clergy Assistant 
mweiss@templesanjose.org 

408.292.0939 
 

Barbara Smead 
Preschool Director 

Barbara@templesanjose.org 
408.293.8660 

 

MaryAnn Orlowski 
Bookkeeper 

morlowski@templesanjose.org  
408.292.0939 

 

Wayne Rose 
Cemetery Administrator 
Wrose@sinaichapel.org 

408.297.3636 
 

Editor: Marcy Weiss 

Deaths & Yartzeit Leadership 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Office 408.741.1111 
Direct 408.741.1174 ex. 604 
Fax 408.741.7076 
Cell 408.781.8624 

Gloria Melmon Ascher 
Realtor 

12988 Saratoga/Sunnyvale Road 
Saratoga, CA 95070  
www.gloriaascher.com 
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Temple Emanu-EL 
1010 University Avenue 
San Jose, CA 95126 
www.templesanjose.org 
 

 
 Address Service Requested 
 
 

Non-Profit Org. 
US POSTAGE 

PAID 
Permit No. 542 

San Jose, CA 

Operating and Tribute Funds: 
General Fund 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
Cantor’s Discretionary Fund 
Executive Director’s Discretionary Fund 
Alvin Ravel Garden Fund 
Beverly Jordan Temple Beautification Fund 
Judith Jurman Omens Cemetery  
  Beautification Fund 
Capital Campaign Fund 
Lollie Brickner Media Center Fund 
Lou and Clara Juren Library Fund 
Ralph Goldeen Library Fund 
 
Religious Funds: 
Harold Cahn Prayerbook Fund 
Herbert Marchick High Holy Day Fund 
Kenneth Gordon Children’s Prayerbook Fund 
Maurice Tucker High Holy Day Music Fund 
Ida F. Kragen Consecration and Caring Fund 
 

Making a contribution to one of Temple Emanu-El’s many funds is a wonderful way to honor your friends and family. You may make contributions in honor of 
a birth, birthday, brit milah, baby naming, Bar/Bat Mitzvah, Confirmation, graduation, engagement, wedding, anniversary, promotion, new home, 

special occasion or just because. You may also make contributions                                  for get-well wishes, condolence, remembrance and yartzeit. 

 

 
Youth Funds: 
Religious School Fund 
Religious School Enrichment Fund 
Betty Rinsler Religious School Endowment Fund 
Weintraub Religious School Scholarship Fund 
Campership Fund 
Leonard and Bernice Gaon Campership Fund 
Michael Elman Campership Fund 
Milton Fox Campership Fund 
Phyllis Matzner Campership Fund 
Israel Scholarship Fund 
Susanne C. Blickman Arts and Crafts Fund 
 
Cultural Funds: 
Choir Fund 
Andrew Apte Temple Historical Fund 
Phyllis Omel Junior Choir Fund 
Bertram Berns Music Fund 
Shank-Rockman Family Sound System Fund 

Community Funds: 
Facilities for the Aged Fund (Chai House) 
JoAnne Salman-Tehrani Homeless Fund 
 
Other Tribute Opportunities: 
$36 - Prayerbook Tribute 
$218/$500/$750 - Tree of Life  
   Leaf/small/large rock 
$500 - Sanctuary Chair Plaque 
$750 - Memorial Plaque (in sanctuary foyer) 

 

Opportunities in Levin Learning Center: 
$5,000 - Stair Plaque  
$10,000 - Library Column Dedication 
$25,000 - Room Dedication 

 

Contact the office for additional 
opportunities. 

 


