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The Torah is a tree of life to those who hold fast to it



Temple, Preschool closed for Memorial Day Weekend - May 26

Adult B’not Mitzvah 
Debbie Bicknell

Shirley Lee
Julie Moore

Lynn Offenhartz
Stacey Ross

Barbara Weingarten

Join the congregation as our 
2008 Adult B’not Mitzvah class 
leads Shabbat morning services 

in the Sanctuary on May 17 at 10:00 a.m.

The honor of your 
presence is requested
At the reaffirmation of 
wedding vows of
Seema and Robert Jaffee
Sunday, May 18, 2008
11:30 a.m.
Temple Emanu-El

Reception to follow 
hosted by Temple Emanu-El’s 6th grade class 
and their families plus the Temple Emanu-El 
community.

Please RSVP by calling 292-3223

Friday, May 2
7:15pm Erev Shabbat Family Service 

Saturday, May 3
9:00am Shabbat Morning Minyan
10:30am Bat Mitzvah: Miranda Katz

Friday, May 9
7:30pm Erev Shabbat Service: AIPAC 
Shabbat / 
Choir sings

Saturday, May 10
9:00am Shabbat Morning Minyan: 
Gimel class

Friday, May 16
7:30pm Erev Shabbat Service: Adult 
B’not Mitzvah

Saturday, May 17
10:00am Shabbat Morning Minyan/Adult 
B’not Mitzvah

Friday, May 23
Lag B’Omer
7:30pm Shabbat Services: Piano and 
Song

Saturday, May 24
9:00am Shabbat Morning Minyan

Friday, May 30
6:30pm Kabbalat Shabbat Service

Saturday, May 31
9:00am Shabbat Morning Minyan
10:30am Bat Mitzvah: Moriah Chermak

Friday, June 6
7:30pm Shabbat Service: Volunteer / 
Federation Shabbat

Saturday, June 7
9:00am Shabbat Morning Minyan

Schedule of Services

Reaffirmation 
Of Wedding 
Vows
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From the Rabbi

This article consists of excerpts from a sermon I delivered the 
week before Passover during our L’Dor V’Dor service. During this 
service we used the Union Prayer Book, one of the early editions of the 
Reform prayer book.  We experienced some of the beautiful elements 
of our Reform Jewish Tradition. The Torah portion that Shabbat talked 
about leprosy, or more accurately, ‘some skin ailment.’

As we approach Pesach, a time when we reflect on our 
freedom, let us also reflect on our sense of Kedushah, holiness, 
and remember that each of us is the recipient of our tradition 
and priestly class. It is our role in this situation to fulfill the re-
sponsibilities of the priest.  

I am sure many of you remember when, in the 70’s, we 
added a fourth matzah to our Seder plate as a statement of 
solidarity with Jews in the Soviet Union who were not free to 
practice their Jewish faith.  We maintained that tradition even 
after the collapse of the Soviet Union because there are still so 
many people in our world who are not yet free.  Darfur, Sudan, 
has been the focus of that 4th matzah for nearly five years.

This week I joined many people in San Francisco as the 
Olympic Torch passed through that city. I was there not to stop 
the Torch, nor to even prevent the Olympics in China, rather I 
was there because for five years the people of Darfur have been 
suffering through their own holocaust. This was an opportunity 
to educate people to the issue.  This non-violent protest was to 
pressure the ‘powers that be’ to help China see that they have the 
power to extinguish the fire of genocide in Darfur.

The most significant group of representatives in San 
Francisco were from the Sudan and members of the Jewish com-
munity. There were others, but a few. Why is this? Why is it that 
Americans are so apathetic to these peoples’ plight?  Is it because 
of where they live?  Because they speak a different language and 
have different customs?  Because they have no wealth or refined 
oil at the ready.  Or is it because our problems are so severe in 
this country that we cannot help?  Maybe, but I don’t think so.

Those in Darfur are, for all intents and purposes, suffering 
from a societal leprosy that continues by our inaction.  As I said, 
it is time we stop what is going on there.  

Our Torah and tradition are very clear on this point. As I 
stated, we are the priests and, as priests, we must become the 
‘other,’ the outsider, to fulfill the task of bringing in those who 
are outsiders. The markers of tzara’at today may be different from 
those in ancient times. However, no less than before, our com-
munities have people who must dwell ‘outside’ the camp. The 
Torah summons us, mamlechet kohanim, the “priestly nation,” to 
the priestly task of going forth and bringing them in. This is our 
task today. This is our task tomorrow. This is our task everyday 
until we can say that every human being is as free as we are 
today.

As we remember the classical elements of Reform Judaism 
let us also be inspired by the great visionaries of our Movement 
who spoke against inappropriate wars, against injustice, against 
Hitler and the Nazis, against Slavery, who spoke for the ‘other’ 
who was treated like the leper. Reform Judaism has always 
embraced a prophetic vision of our world.  It is time for our 
Movement and for the citizens of this country to step up to the 
plate of injustice and go out and meet the ‘other,’ and bring them 
back into the community. 

Keyn Yehi Ratzon. May this be God’s will.

Thank you...
• Our congregation recently received a reward check from 

the Union for Reform Judaism for $100.  Any congregation 
that had more full-fee regular attendees registered at last 
winter’s Biennial than it did for Biennial 2005 received 
this award.  You might consider attending this very full, 
interesting and enlightening conference next time... and 
maybe get the temple a reward 

• Thank you Bob Teeter!  Our temple community appreciates 
the long hours Bob worked, on his own or supervising 
volunteers, to organize the library in the Levin Learning 
Center.  The room is neater and it is easier to find and check 
out books.  We still need more volunteers and hours to finish 
the job and keep the library running smoothly.  If you would 
like to pitch in, please contact Bob at rteeter@sonic.net.

Financial Commitment 
Committee

It is time for all Temple members to declare their finan-
cial commitment to Temple Emanu-El.  It is only through your 
financial support that the synagogue can provide the benefits 
of Judaism including support for the religious school, worship 
services, adult education and the many other functions of our 
Jewish home. 
 As you will notice, our committee has changed its name 
to the Financial Commitment Committee signifying that each 
member has a financial commitment to the Temple.  These are 
not dues as one would pay to a health club or perhaps a social 
organization, but a commitment to our Jewish heritage and all 
that it means to each of us.
 The Committee will continue the same program as 
last year.  We will again present levels of giving rather than a 
percentage of members’ incomes.  These levels will be the same 
as last year.  $1800 per year is still considered the “Basic” level, 
even though it is a bit below the number that the Temple needs 
to receive from each member family if we are to be financially 
stable.  Please note that the “Sustaining” level of $2100 represents 
what it actually costs per family to keep our doors open.  Single 
members will be asked to pay $900 per year.
 Last year we made significant progress towards our 
goal of bringing all members to at least the Basic level, and many 
members generously volunteered to “step-up” their membership 
commitments to the Sustaining, Silver, Gold and Platinum levels.  
We hope to progress even further in this positive direction this 
year.  We will not be asking for increases from members who 
have already made commitments at the Basic level or above; 
however, if you would like to increase your level of giving, you 
would be helping Temple Emanu-El become more financially 
sound and continue the vibrant energy that has been established 
in our congregation.
 The commitment requests will be coming out soon.  
Please respond as quickly as possible.
 Thank you.
 Bob Hersch, chair of the Financial Commitment 

Committee.
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President’s Column
I recently ran across an article in the September 2006 

Connections that was written by my late husband.  As I read it, I 
realized how very timely his words are even today in regards to 
our Temple and to the greater Jewish community in which we 
live.  Temple Emanu-El is 147 years old, which gives us a very 
rich history from which to learn and to flourish.  It is interesting 
to note that Bob’s list of activities to enhance our congregants’ 
needs has already begun to exist.  It has been many, many years 
since our Temple has offered such a wide and varied list of 
classes and activities for all generations. The wonderful sense of 
family and community that we now treasure has broadened our 
horizons about being Reform Jews.  We are a diverse congrega-
tion that is growing in so many new and exciting ways, and I for 
one am so proud of our professional staff and our amazingly de-
voted congregants.  There is no doubt that Bob’s and my visions 
for our future will someday soon be a reality.

From the President
January 20, 1961?

That’s correct; it was over 45 years ago, when John 
Fitzgerald Kennedy, in his first inaugural address made his now 
famous statement,

“And so, my fellow Americans: ask not what your country 
can do for you - ask what you can do for your country.”

Today, some 45 years later, a similar question arises, “Ask 
not what your temple can do for you - ask what you can do for 
your temple.”

Our rabbi and cantor intern are here to help satisfy our 
spiritual needs, to help educate us and our children in Torah and 
the heritage of our people, to help us enjoy or endure vital life 
cycle events and help inspire us to love and help one another.

They, along with the balance of our staff, are here to assist 
us in making our Temple what we want it to be. Why are we in 
business? (Yes, it is a business with an annual operating budget 

of more than 1 million dollars.) Most of us joined this institution 
to educate our children in the theology of our religion through 
the study of Torah and other texts. In addition, our children learn 
about our Jewish history, customs, ritual and culture. It is our 
responsibility as parents to nurture this education process in our 
homes and in our daily lives.

If that is all Temple Emanu-El exists for, we need to rethink 
our existence. With the current war between Israel and terrorists, 
a growing number of our neighbors in this community will be 
blaming “the Jews” for the high price of gasoline, the economic 
slowdown, and anything else that can link us to Israel and Jews 
in general. This is nothing new. It has been that way for centuries. 
Now, more than ever, we need to come together and embrace 
our Temple and fellow congregants. We need to work together to 
make our Temple and other Jewish institutions strong. We need 
to be proud of our involvement and make a time commitment to 
facilitate the strengthening of this building process with stronger 
ties to Israel.

So my fellow congregants, what do you want our Temple 
Emanu-El to be? In addition to the spiritual and educational 
components, what other activities should we offer that are 
stimulating, fun, multi-generational, healthy, informative or 
mutually beneficial? What about a hiking club, a poker night, a 
sporting event trip, a photography club, book club, bridge group, 
quilting bee, travel club, cooking classes, wine making, cigar roll-
ing, match making, or whatever?

These are the activities that breathe life into the core of our 
Temple family life. This is how we come together as Jews and 
strengthen our ties to Jewish life here and in Israel.

In the end, I ask again, “What can you can do for our tem-
ple?” Call me, write me or email me and give me your response.

Bob Krandel
Bark36@pacbell.net

Caring Committee
Call us if you need us

Always available to help with visits and food 
Rides to temple and temple functions provided

Inform us if you know of someone who needs us
Numerous people available to support you

Give us a chance!

Contact Dan or Shirley Lee
408-268-0926

SABL@sbcglobal.net

Youth Scholarships
Karen Levine, Youth Enrichment Committee chair, announced 
the winners of this year’s scholarships to attend Jewish camps.  At 
Shabbat services these young people stood to accept a certificate 
and the hearty good wishes of the congregation.  It is very impor-
tant that our youth can experience a week, two weeks, or a sum-
mer at a Jewish camp.  During this time, they meet Jewish youth 
from all over California and the United States.  

This year’s recipients included:

Brent Ghan, Steven Hirsch, Brian Winter will attend Camp 
Newman (Brian as a CIT).  Kelsi Krandel, Alex Goldstein, Anna 
Levine and Charles Levine will attend Camp Tawonga.  Kevin 
Krandel will go the Maccabi Games in Akron, Ohio.  Jared 
Bicknell is going to Israel with his class at Kehillah Jewish High 
School in Palo Alto.  Kristina Fernandez is going to two Jewish 
camps this summer. After a fabulous introduction last summer, 
she is returning to Kutz Camp in Warwick, New York and she 
was specially invited to an Interfaith camp - the SVCCJ’s Camp 
Anytown.  Matthew Weingarten is also invited to attend this 
camp session.  These two very special young adults will represent 
Temple Emanu-El and Jewish youth... mazel tov!

Candlelighting
Anyone who would like to be given the honor of lighting 
Shabbat candles at Friday evening services, please be in 
touch with Mort Berlant, uncmorty@aol.com, 264-5706
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Meekantor’s Kol Tuv
Yom Ha’Zikaron, May 7th 2008

Reflections

Can you trace back to a moment in your life when you 
knew, without a doubt, that you have changed, grown up, and 
that your perception is never going to be the same? I’d like to 
share with you my own: I was thirteen years old, a student in 
my neighborhood’s Masada Middle School. The day was Yom 
Ha’Zikaron, Israel’s annual Remembrance Day for the soldiers 
who gave their lives defending our country. Our entire school 
was standing in the courtyard in a semi-circle by the lowered 
Israeli flag.  Two hundred students and teachers, all of us wear-
ing white shirts with Yizkor stickers on them, were staring at the 
black banners wrapped around large wreaths 
of spring flowers, listening to solemn Israeli 
songs playing through the large speakers in 
the background. Like every other year, I was 
asked to read and sing during the memorial 
service. I was waiting for the 2-minute all-
state siren to sound at exactly 11:00 a.m., the 
piercing sound a cry to begin memorial ser-
vices all over the country. In previous years, 
the anticipation for the sirens used to send a 
wave of nervous laughter among us younger 
students, and for the first 12 years of my life I used to fight that 
laughter, cracking up and turning red with embarrassment, like 
the rest of the kids my age and younger. 

But that year, in the morning of  Yom Ha’Zikaron 1978, I 
was holding on tight to my guitar, staring at the flag with the 
kind of mixed feelings I had never felt before. Then I noticed one 
of my teachers, Mrs. Katzen, standing across from me, whisper-
ing to herself with tears streaming down her cheeks. I couldn’t 
look away from her face. All of a sudden, I felt tears welling up, 
stinging my own eyes in addition to the sweat caused by the hot 
Israeli sun.

I was crying along with my teacher and the rest of Israel, 
and I knew, without a doubt that I had grown up; I would never 
laugh with childish embarrassment during the sound of sirens 
again. My soul left childhood behind, becoming one with the rest 
of the grieving Israeli adults.  Yom Ha’Zikaron would never again 
be the same for me. 

And this year, on May 7th, students and members of our 
congregation, along with members of the Jewish community in 
our area, are going to stand as one body to sing songs of pain 
and hope for a better future, grieving together and with every 
member of our nation, the lost lives of past wars. Israeli soldiers 
will carry the Israeli flag, light candles, and join our youth in 
placing a wreath near the flags.  Cantors and Rabbis will partici-
pate in this meaningful program. Yom Ha’Zikaron service will be-
gin at 7:00 p.m., at the JCC in Los Gatos, transitioning into Yom 
Ha’Atzmaut celebrations that will begin with a concert by that 
dynamic force in Jewish music today - Rabbi Joe Black.  I’d like to 
invite you to join us and stand in solidarity with our nation. 

“Yizkor Am Yisrael et banav u’vnotav ha’ne’emanim 
ve’ha’amitzim, chayalei Tzvah Ha’haganah le’Yisrael...May the 
nation of Israel remember its sons and daughters, the devoted 
and brave soldiers of Israel’s Defense Forces...” Amen. 

Ritual Committee
As I sit down to write this Ritual Committee article, I have 

just come home from one of the most inspiring experiences I’ve 
had at Temple Emanu-El.  Today, my Adult B’nai Mitzvah class-
mates and I stood on the Bima and chanted directly from the Torah 
for the first time.  While today may have been only a practice for 
the big event, at times we were off-trope and our Hebrew was not 
always perfect, I’m amazed to think that less than two years ago, 
most of us didn’t even know the Hebrew alphabet.  

The reasons each of us decided to embark on this two-year 
Adult B’nai Mitzvah journey are as diverse as each of the six ladies 
in the class.  For some, as they were growing up, Bat Mitzvah was 
uncustomary or even unheard for young women.  Others were 
inspired by their children’s Bar and Bat mitzvah and wished to be 
an example to their children and grandchildren.  Debbi Bicknell 
explained, “B’nai Mitzvah is so meaningful to me in that I will be 
able to share with my children my longing to be further connected 
to my religion and my heritage.”  Others who came from secular or 
interfaith backgrounds were also seeking a deeper connection to 
their Jewish identity and a better understanding of Hebrew, prayers 
and ritual that they may have not had growing up.  Personally, I 
just wanted to be able to walk into any Jewish house of worship 
and feel at home.

Our first year was a frenzy of learning Hebrew under the 
ever-enthusiastic Joelle Wolf, while we tortured our family and 
friends with endless practice repetitions of the V’ahavta.  The 
second year we delved deeper into the prayers with Rabbi Magat 
and Cantor Intern Meeka and mastered our Torah portion while 
developing our D’var Torah speeches by discussing and debating 
the wider themes the Parashat evoked.  

While there is nothing so public and final as standing in 
front of your congregation on the day of your Bar/Bar Mitzvah, 
what has really struck me is how intensely personal this whole 
journey has been.  Of course there have been many hours of alone 
time, just me and Meeka’s voice on CD practicing over and over 
again the same two lines I just can’t seem to remember.  But it’s 
the little highlights along the way that are the most precious to me, 
like the one morning during minyan when I realized I could actu-
ally read along in Hebrew and keep up with Meeka’s chanting.  

I’m sure some of you are reading this and thinking, “Adult 
B’nai Mitzvah - oh, I could never do that!”  Let me assure you, 
when I joined the temple several years ago I thought the same.  
Little by little, I attended services, became active in the temple and 
after a while the idea didn’t seem so crazy after all.  Last year when 
I was approached to join the Ritual Committee, I turned them 
down -- “Who, me?  No, I don’t know anything about ritual.”  They 
asked again.  Still insecure, I again said “No.”  They were persistent 
and assured me no experience was necessary.  So I gave in and 
said, “Yes.”  And that’s how it started ... before you know it, you’re 
on your way.  

How ever you choose to begin (or continue), there are 
so many wonderful diverse opportunities for ritual at Temple 
Emanu-El ... do explore them all.

And I personally invite you to the following service: 
Please join us: Debbie Bicknell, Shirley Lee, Lynn 

Offenhartz, Stacey Hendler Ross, Barbara Weingarten, and Julie 
Moore, when we are called to the Torah as Adult B’not Mitzvah, 
Friday May 16, 2008 at 7:30 pm and continuing on Saturday May 
17, 2008 at 10:00 am   

Julie Moore
for the Ritual Committee
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L’Dor V’Dor Shabbat
Everyone in the photo - no matter how old or young - was raised at Temple Emanu-El.

Standing: Grant Michels, 
Debbie Lee Michels, 
Shari Wiesner, Linda Fox 
Mighdoll, Jackie Marquis 
Levinson, Janis Purwin 
Decker, Bob Hersch, David 
Cahn, Meryl Reiser Audelo, 
Ernie Sapper

Middle Row: Robin Gechner 
Yacono, Pauline Rubin 
Braunstein, Aileen Teren-
Foster, David Schwartz, 
Beverly Saltzman Mendel, 
Mark Cahn, Dan Winter, 
Janis Roth-Soto, Judith 
Sapper, Rabbi Dana Magat

Seated: Mel Sommer, Sybil 
Markus Sommer, Joan Levin 
Fox, Marvin Fox, Charles 
Atlas, Peter Hubert, Bruce 
Fox, Ruth Fink Fox, Robert 
Fox

Children: Noah Michels, 
Leo Michels, Ryan Yacono, 
Nathan Yacono, Alaina Fox, 
Brenna Fox

Photo by Scott Lasky

Miranda Katz, daughter of Gary 
and Melissa Katz, will be called to 
the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah on May 
3, 2008. Miranda lives in Santa Clara 
with her parents and dog, Molly, and 
attends Peterson Middle School, where 
she is finishing 7th grade. She is the 
granddaughter of Temple member, Fagie 
Rosen of Santa Clara and the late Gerald 
Rosen of blessed memory and Nolan 
and Shirley Katz of Redwood City. 
Miranda enjoys dancing, hanging out 

with her friends, and listening to her iPod. For her Bat Mitzvah 
project, Miranda conducted a bake sale for Multiple Sclerosis 
(MS) in memory of her great aunt, Shaney Raphael. 

Moriah Chermak will become a Bat 
Mitzvah on May 31, 2008.  She will 
read from the fourth book (Numbers) 
of the Torah, Bamidbar.  She and her 
family invite all to attend and help 
celebrate this joyous occasion. Moriah 
lives in a log house with her parents, Joy 
Morris and Jeslie Chermak, her sister 
Quinn, and two feral cats, Midnight 
and Maxwell.  Her hobbies include 
rock climbing, gymnastics, surfing, 
and writing, plus she is an avid reader.  

Moriah has traveled extensively, including South Africa, Belgium, 
England and Mexico, and plans to go to Israel with her family 
this summer.

May B’not Mitzvah

YOU SHOULD HAVE ALREADY RECEIVED YOUR

The Women of Temple Emanu-El’s Annual Donor Affaire
June 1, 2008 - 10:30 am

We will begin with cocktails hosted by Ruth Krandel and JoAnn Shank followed by a beautiful and delicious brunch and 
wonderful entertainment in lovely surroundings with good friends.  

SEND YOUR RESPONSE CARD IN NOW

Don’t forget to bring your checkbooks - raffle tickets will be on sale. �
� Invitation to Paradise



6

LAW OFFICE OF DERRYL H. MOLINA
Estate Planning – Elder Law – General Practice

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

1142 S. Winchester Blvd., Suite  B
San Jose, CA 95128

Phone: 408-244-4992

Email: attderryl@comcast.net
Derryl H. Molina
Attorney at Law

Women of Temple Emanu-El
Sisterhood Wish List

For the last few months, I’ve been telling you what the 
Women of Temple Emanu-El do for our community, our syna-
gogue and our children.  This month, I’m going to suggest what 
you can do for us.  Our biggest fund raising event of the year, 
our Donor Event, is only four weeks away.  We need your help to 
make it a success.  Here’s what we need.

✿ First, and foremost, we need your physical support.  
You should have received your invitation by now.  Please 
respond positively.  We listened to your comments and 
suggestions - some of you told us that you could not attend 
a Donor during the week.  Others said they could not 
attend on a Sunday.  As a compromise, we now plan our 
Donor alternately.  This year, it will be on a Sunday and next 
year it will be during the week.  If you are in the growing 
group of women who are unable to attend a weekday 
event, please attend or we may not be able to justify Sunday 
Donors in the future. 

✿ We need your financial support.  Every year, our members 
contribute generously to the Sisterhood Donor, even those 
unable to attend.  There are opportunities on your response 
card to be a donor, a patron, a benefactor, a philanthropist, 
or just to contribute.  

✿ There is an opportunity to be our Donor Angel - the 
person who makes a contribution equal the cost of the 
meal.  This enables us to count almost all additional 
contributions as pure profit.  If you are interested in being 
our Donor Angel this year, please call me.

✿ We need prizes for our raffle and silent auction.  Your 
donations and the donations of your friends and service 
providers are tax deductible.  If you would like a “donation 
request letter,” please give me a call.

✿ We need bidders for our on-line silent auction.  Please, 
send our auction Internet address to everyone you know.  A 
good number of the items are open to everyone.  

✿ We need sponsors for our on-line silent auction.  
Sponsors’ logos appear on the auction site.  This site is 
available locally and throughout the country.  It’s a great 
advertising bargain.

Anita Medeiros
anitajmed@yahoo.com

773-1410

KUGEL EXCHANGE
You’ve heard of cookie exchanges.  In honor of Shavuot, the 

Women of Temple Emanu-El will be holding a Kugel Exchange.  

Thursday, May 22 beginning at 6 pm 
in the Temple House.

Bring your favorite dairy kugel in a 9 x 13 pan.  If you don’t make 
kugel, bring a potluck salad or main course type food to share.  
We will be tasting each others kugel with dinner and refilling our 

kugel pans with our favorite left-overs. 

A short meeting will follow dinner.

RSVP to Harriet Reisner at 226 2842 and let her know what you 
are bringing.
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I’ m not sure teachers in general get the respect they 
deserve. My guess is that pre-school teachers and Sunday 
school teachers are among those who can be undervalued. 

After all, don’t they just play with kids all day? It can’t be that 
hard to teach Sunday school, right? Those who think so could 
not be more wrong! 

Teaching is a profession and the teachers we have at 
Temple Emanu-El in the Religious School, Hebrew School, 
Adult Ed and Preschool programs are all professionals, meet-
ing (and, in most cases, exceeding) the standards established by 
the State of California (in the case of preschool teachers) and 
by the Temple community and administration. The learning that 
occurs in the classrooms does not happen by magic or by chance. 
There is careful preparation that goes into ensuring not only that 
students learn the designated curriculum, but also that our Jewish 
values are reinforced. And learning does occur - at an amazing pace! 

Preschoolers systematically progress from learning shapes 
and colors to learning numbers and letters and how to write 
them. They learn about the weather and seasons, days of the 
week and months of the year. They learn about the Jewish holi-
days. They learn what it means to be a friend and about caring 
- about listening together and sharing and taking turns. They 
learn how to glue and use scissors and that neatness counts. The 
kindergarteners, of course, progress much further and are read-
ing and writing, doing math, and learning more about the world 
around them. I think most would agree that these basics are criti-
cal to success not only for children but also well into adulthood. 
(Don’t you have some co-workers who could stand to repeat 
some of these lessons?) This year, of course, the teaching staff 
(with the support of the full Temple community) went far beyond 
the call of duty (and their job descriptions) to host the national 
conference for Early Childhood Educators of Reform Judaism 
where they showcased the preschool and Temple, but also got 
some new training, enrichment and motivation and came back to 
the classrooms more ready than ever.

Adult Ed teachers work with the other end of the age 
spectrum and need to be able to engage and challenge the adult 
learner. They need to be subject matter experts (or at least a few 
steps ahead of the class!) or sometimes just skilled at facilitating 
discussion and letting the wisdom of the students emerge. 

On the Religious School side, learning starts with pre-
schoolers, and then continues on through high school, with 
teachers helping students’ progress through a curriculum that 
spans all facets of Jewish life and studies. Our teachers incorpo-
rate art and music and storytelling as they teach about holidays 
and Jewish history. They explore Jewish values, Torah, Mitzvot 
and Ritual and model Tzedakah. Students learn the meaning 
of T’fillah, learn to lead services and experience life cycles. Our 
teachers lay a foundation of what it means to be a Jew that will 
last for a lifetime and that today’s students will eventually be able 
to share with their own children. 

In the four-year Hebrew program, teachers are teaching 
a foreign language at the same time as they are teaching about 
the prayer book and its meaning. Prayer book Hebrew is learned 
through increasing exposure to letters, vowel sounds, reading, 
prayer vocabulary, and prayer chanting. It is augmented with 
studying Hebrew associated with holidays and related rituals and 
blessings.

Nowadays, children have many choices and opportunities 
available to them. The likelihood of their sticking with Religious 

School goes down if they don’t find the time spent there enjoy-
able as well as valuable. So our teachers don’t have the luxury of 
saying, “You need to learn this because I said so or because it’s 
expected.” They have the added challenge of making sure learn-
ing is fun - and they do. I often hear parents talk about how their 
children love to come here and how different the experience 
today at Temple Emanu-El is from when they were a child and 
were “forced” to go to Religious School. 
                   Jenny Shain 

So hats off to our dedicated and caring professional 
teaching staff! What a gift it is to us all that they chose to 

share their talents with our community. 
Preschool Teachers

Religious and Hebrew School Teachers

Preschool Director: Barbara Smead and Educator: Paula Marsh

Please plan to join us for a Teacher Appreciation Shabbat 
service on May 2nd at 7:15 p.m. to publicly thank all of our 
teachers.

Religious School Committee

Amanda Donaldson
Dawn Escobedo
Lisha Guin
Leah Hagopian

Cheriel Magat
Kari Medina
Patricia Munoz
Jennifer Pirofalo

Christina Salcedo
Kira Umeki

Ken Abrams
Jay Cohen
Laura Danoff-
Robinson 
Molly Guadiamos
Suellen Haggerty
Pam Hoffman
Deborah Jacobstein

Jackie Levinson
Randy Levinson
Rabbi Dana Magat
Cheriel Magat
Missy Marsh
Paula Marsh
Maggie Newman
Lynn Offenhartz

Cherie Ravel
Beth Roellig
Bunny Roth
Rebecca Sherman
Meeka Simerly
Merav Talmor
Lori Telson
Joelle Wolf

Mindful Meditation 
workshop 

offered by Adult Education Committee
At the temple.

May 14 from 6:30 to 8:00pm
May 21 from 7:30 to 9:00pm

Cost:
$20 for members of Temple Emanu-El

$30 for non-members

Minimum class size: 8
Participants are requested to register by May 10

For questions, contact Marci Gerston at 
(408) 930-3406 or mgerston@aol.com
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Preschool Notes
History of Temple Emanu-El Preschool

The creation of a Temple Emanu-El preschool began 
many years before it actually opened its doors on September 
24, 2001.  It was the vision of many at the Temple to create a 
school that would provide a quality Jewish education to young 
children.  Thanks to their vision and the generosity of Mishy 
Balaban and the Ida F. Kragen Fund named after her late mother, 
Rabbi Magat was able to work closely with many, including Jerry 
Prizant and Barbara Persin, to obtain a license for the preschool 
and begin the search for a preschool director.  

At the end of August 2001, I was hired to establish a qual-
ity preschool program at the Temple.  I will always remember 
walking into what is now the preschool on my very first day.  I 
was the only one in the building, the classrooms were silent, the 
playground area was still. I had told the search committee we 
would open our doors in 20 days and suddenly I realized how 
big a job stood before us. 

We opened with one student, 3 year old Raya Magat.  For 
an entire month it was ‘Raya’s School’.  October brought fall 
leaves and, fortunately, our second student.  Noah Levinson 
joined us and I was happy to report to the board that we had 
doubled our numbers.  That November we enrolled 2 sisters and, 
for the second straight month, we doubled our numbers again.  
This trend continued through December, ending 2001 with 8 
students and a hopeful January in front of us.  Over the next 
two months we gained many families (many who were or have 
become Temple members) including Kim and Steve Jackman, 
Karen and Ty Levine, Sharon and Greg Turetzky, Mimi Weinberg, 
Jeff Weinberg, Stacey and Roger Ross, Molly and Enrique 
Guadiamos, Denise and Scott Gordon and more every day.  By 
June 2002 we realized we had a strong future before us.  

Just a year after opening we received a grant from 
KABOOM to rebuild our playground.  The playground that we 
have today was built in October 2002.  It was designed by the 
preschool children and staff and built in a weekend by preschool 
staff members and parents, congregants and volunteers from 
Lucille Packard, workers from 18 to 82.  It was an inspiring week-
end demonstrating what teamwork and dedication can do. 

The demand for our program continued to grow and 
though, it was hard, we had to limit the number of children 
admitted. Our goal was to create a quality, lasting program and 
growing too fast caused a concern.  Support of the preschool 
from the Temple Emanu-El community also continued to grow.  
Donations of crayons, paper, toilet paper rolls, strawberry bas-
kets, etc., continued and still arrive to this day.  

In May 2005 renovation began on the education build-
ing.  The preschool was moved into the Temple House for what 
became a 7-month experience.  Each Friday the preschool equip-
ment was packed and moved to the Chapel for the weekend only 
to be moved back on Sunday evenings.  Though it was a tedious 
process, it built a sense of community as preschool staff, parents 
and Temple members worked together.  

We returned to our home in December 2005 and happily 
settled into our beautiful and modernized school.  Our Preschool 
Committee continues to be a vital part of the preschool.  The 
committee, originally led by Jerry Prizant and Barbara Persin, has 
been chaired by Kim Jackman, Mimi Weinberg, Farrell Podgorsek 
and Jenny Shain since then.  

In fall 2006, the school was honored with the San 

Andreas Regional Health Centers Service Above Self Award as 
Community Resource of the Year.  Our philosophy of showing 
Kavod (respect) to all is demonstrated in everything we do and 
came back to us in this wonderful award.

Just this past January 2008, we hosted the National Early 
Childhood Educators of Reform Judaism (ECERJ) national con-
ference.  We were able to demonstrate to the Reform movement 
how our school prospers through teamwork and mutual support.  

Our school and reputation continues to grow.  Our teach-
ers are proud of the school they have helped create and we all feel 
we are an important part of the Temple Emanu-El family.   Each 
year sees a lengthening waitlist and we find children are being 
signed up as infants, though they may not enroll until age 2.  

I wonder if those who began the idea of Temple Emanu-El 
Preschool ever envisioned the future that would be created.  I am 
grateful to be a part of this amazing school and Temple community. 

Barbara Smead
Preschool Director

Quiet Toys
To encourage family participation in our services, you 

will find a basket filled with ‘quiet toys’ for 
your child.  This basket is on one of the 
back pews.  You are welcome to use them 
and leave them for the next child to play 
with. �
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Greetings to our friends at
Temple Emanu-El

   Philip L. Hammer
                             State Bar Certified Family Law Specialist

Attorneys at Law | Serving our clients since 1952

Hoge, Fenton
Jones & Appel, Inc.

San Jose Of�ce 60 South Market Street, Suite 1400
San Jose, California  95113-2396
main: 408.287.9501  fax: 408.287.2583

Business & Tax    Technology Law    Real Estate & Land Use    Litigation
Labor & Employment     Family Law     Estate Planning & Wealth Management

Youth Group Musings
WOW!  Youth Group is really on a roll!  Well, not an actual 

roll because it wouldn’t have been kosher for Passover in April.  
At our Passover Chametz Treasure Hunt the Noar and Kadima 
kids searched the temple campus high and low for chametz 
(food not kosher for Passover) by solving clues about ritual items, 
historical artifacts and synagogue life.  They even solved the 
clues that were written in Hebrew!  Once the food was found, 
they learned to read the labels to discover what made it cha-
metz.  When it was all done, the food was donated to the Second 
Harvest Food Bank, which is a grantee of MAZON, the Jewish 
Response to Hunger.  I’m happy to say that the kids liked the 
event so much that 1/3 of them rated it “Totally Awesome” on 
their event survey while the rest said it was “Really Fun.”

In that same survey, they were asked if they could do 
anything in Youth Group, what would it be?  They all said some-
thing active, such as tag, ball or their favorite “GaGa.”  Since we 
play a little GaGa each time we get together, our second event 
for April had them running around, getting good and worn out 
while learning about our forefathers and mothers from the Torah.  
Good times! 

Even though a child did not become a member of Noar or 
Kadima this year, they are still very welcome to come to events, 
which are held in the Youth Lounge.  They may even bring their 
Jewish friends who aren’t members of Temple Emanu-El.  We 
want to make sure they, and all children, are comfortable and 
have a great time being Jewish.

Just remember, RSVPs are an absolute must 24 hours in 
advance.  We want to ensure everyone gets enough to eat for 
dinner. $5 -Youth Group members, $10 - non-Youth Group 
members, $18 non-temple members.  Youth Group hours are 2nd 
and 4th Wednesdays from 6pm ‘til 8pm.  If you have any ques-
tions, please call Marcy at 408.292.0939 during regular temple 
hours.

Marcy Weiss

Community Events
Community Events Yom HaAtzmaut in the Community- Go to 
http://www.svjcc.org/israel@60/index.html for all the information 
you need. 

MAY 7

Evening Concert @7:00pm featuring Rabbi Joe Black, soldiers of 
the IDF, and local schoolchildren 

MAY 8

A Film and Music Event for the entire family to mark the 60th 
Anniversary of the State of Israel

• “It’s Now or Never” is a dramatic re-enactment of the 
events leading to the Declaration of Independence of Israel. 
The film depicts, step by step, the crucial and dramatic 
six months before the State of Israel was born. It shows 
the decision-making process and the fierce debate within 
the leadership and the political parties. Several important 
historical figures, including David Ben-Gurion, Golda 
Meir, Moshe Shertok, General George Marshall, and King 
Abdullah of Jordan are featured characters in this riveting 
historical film. 

• The Bay Area singing ensemble, Ya Elah, will entertain at 7 
p.m., prior to the film. 

• Where: Camera 7 Theater, The Pruneyard, Campbell 
• Time: 7 p.m. 
• Tickets and additional information: www.svjff.org, or call 

1-800-838-3006. 
• Special student prices available for this family film 

MAY 10

Havdallah-led by Cantor Intern Meeka Simerly of Temple 
Emanu-El followed by Evening DJ dance parties @8:00pm @ the 
JCC 

MAY 11

9:30am a free event starting at Congregation Shir Hadash.  A 
pleasant, shady walk from Shir Hadash through Vasona Park, 
ending at the Addison-Penzak JCC in time for the Israel@60 
Festival.

11:00am till 4:00pm-a free event at the JCC. Food, carnival 
games, bounce houses, swimming, Israeli-style outdoor market, 
and much more. For more information: 408-357-7534 or 
neta@svjcc.org OR @ Temple ask Cantor Meeka-MeeKantor@
templesanjose.org 

**TEMPLE EMANU-EL SUNDAY SCHOOL ENDS AT 12:00pm 
INSTEAD OF 12:30pm ON THIS DAY to attend Israeli@60 
festivities. 

For a preview of what’s coming up, go to www.svjcc.org/
israel@60. 

JUNE 27 MAH  JONGG  TOURNAMENT

Friday, June 27, 2008, 10:00a.m., The Villages Clubhouse - $30.00 
Includes lunch. Reservations: call Bernice Vitcov - 832-6390. 
Leave your name and number. Supporting Hadassah!
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“It would be my 
pleasure to be your 

Realtor!”

Seniors Real Estate Specialist (SRES)
Quality Service Certified (QSC)

Mary Cohen

(408) 981-2955 Cell

In appreciation of your business and 
referrals,  a donation  will be made to 
Temple Emanu-El at close of escrow.

Make Your Event

Whether your occasion is intimate or grand, elegant or
outrageous, we transform the space in any venue into a
larger than life experience. We work with you to create
the perfect theme—as your professional designer,
decorator, and balloon artist we take your challenges and
make it your success!

Relax and let us make you feel like a guest at your own event!
www.ambdesigns.com

Call your Event Designer, Amy Blach, CBA
408-942-0852

Classic
Balloon Décor

Sculptures
Custom

centerpieces
Special Effects

Mitzvahs WeddingsAny Special
Occasion

Meet Our Members:
Mark Cahn

“I learned when I was 12.  I 
went to Israel and went into a shop, 
picked up a shofar and the guy 
working in the shop said he’d give 
me 50% off if I could make a peep 
out of the thing.  I walked out of the 
shop with a new shofar at 50% off.”   
And, well, as they say, the rest is 
history.  Mark Cahn began blowing 
the shofar at Temple Emanu-El when 
he was 13 at the children’s services, 
moving up to youth services at 15, 
and by the time he was 17, he was 
leading the shofar blowing for adult 
services at Rosh Hashanah and Yom 

Kippur.  Today Mark continues that tradition and hopes one day 
one of his children will take the reign.

Mark was born in Colorado and moved to San Jose just 
before he turned one year old.  His parents, Michael and Ruth, 
joined the temple in 1963 and then his grandparents, Harold and 
Ann, both deceased, joined as well. His uncle Dr. Edward and wife 
Marjorie are members.  His brother Robert and sister Rahel, both 
live out of the area, but the lineage doesn’t stop with Mark.  His 
cousin David, wife Susannah and their two children are also mem-
bers giving Temple Emanu-El multiple generations of Cahns.

Mark met his wife Gail at San Jose State in a science class. 
They dated a year and a half before they were married.  “One of 
my fondest memories is getting married here at Temple Emanu-
El by Rabbi David Robbins, who returned from retirement for 
this occasion.”  Mark and Gail have two children, Tzvia who at-
tends Willow Glen Middle School and Omri who is in 5th grade 
at Booksin Elementary.  “Another one of my fondest memories 
is when Rabbi Mark Schiftan came to my parents’ house and per-
formed the baby naming for Tzvia.”  

Mark’s involvement at the temple has been extensive.  He 
is serving his second term on the Board of Trustees and remem-
bers fondly when he served with his father and grandfather.  
He started on the Religious School committee and served as its 
chair.  Currently, Mark is working on the temple’s by-laws and is 
involved with the Ritual Committee.  Mark served on the Rabbi 
Search Committee twice (for Rabbi Schiftan and Rabbi Magat), 
as well as the search committee for our cantorial soloist (our 
beloved Meeka).   “It was much harder doing the search for the 
cantor than for Rabbi - voice was such a big part of the search.”  
Mark believes that, although we are a smaller congregation 
than he remembers, we are at a better place. “There’s a warmer 
feeling.  The Rabbi has brought a spirituality to prayer; there is 
more Hebrew in services and far greater expectations in the b’nai 
mitzvah program than I remember.”  

In addition to his active temple life, Mark is very busy pro-
fessionally.  He is in his twentieth year of teaching, having taught 
at Leland and Willow Glen High Schools and is currently the 
Head of Academics and Internal Operations at Kehillah Jewish 
High School.  He also teaches juniors and seniors, a love he is 
not willing to give up.  He and Gail were hired to build up the 
Biology program.  She teaches science and next year will Chair 

Continued on page 12

Gloria Melmon Ascher
Realtor

12988 Saratoga/
Sunnyvale Road
Saratoga, CA 95070
 

Office 408.741.1111
Direct 408.741.1174 ext.604
Fax    408.741.7076
Cell    408.781.8624www.gloriaascher.com
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Donations
Thank you to the following congregants and friends who remembered Temple Emanu-El with their generous contributions.  
Donations made after April 15, 2008 will be listed in the June issue of Connections.

Please see me for a complimentary Consultation, 
Deep Conditioning treatment and Blow-dry

Stylist

(408) 264-8228
1562 Meridian Avenue • San Jose, California 95125

corrective color
precision haircut

fine and thinning hair

an exclusive 
salon

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Get well wishes to Carol Constantin
 Flora Fishoff
 Bob and Rhonda Hansen
In memory of Joseph Singer
 Melvin Grais
In memory of Jules Edelman
 David and Linda Mighdoll
In memory of Paul Jaffee
 Bob and Seema Jaffee
In honor of Amelia Chacon’s Bat Mitzvah
 Douglas and Carole Sheft
In memory of Muriel Gardner
 Robert and Jo Anne Hersch
In memory of Bee Silin
 Sid and Doris Rosenberg
In memory of Meyer Eisenberg
 Neal Eisenberg
Donation
 Seymour Bross

General Fund
In memory of Joseph Singer
 Charmaine M. Ngin
 Jay and Dorothy Frankel
In memory of Sol Aber
 Jay and Dorothy Frankel
In memory of Don “Magnum” Bouchard
 Steve Reiss and Mike Krown
 Walter and Harriet Saltzman
 Wolfgang and Donna Schaechter
 Arthur and Lynn Napolitano
 Joel and Shirley Wiesner
 Mel and Sybil Sommer
 Dan and Shirley Lee
In appreciation of Staci and Matt Tenczar and Joshua 
and Marie Hoffman
 Gary and Lonnie Hoffman
In memory of Harry Hagler
 Steve and Rhea Carter
In memory of Hal and Leo Liberman
 Rich Albert 
In memory of Joe Loren
 Mark and Bette Emanuel
In memory of Albert Simon
 Mrs. Elvin Ress
In memory of Herb Terrell and Bee Silin
 Ellen Terrell
In memory of Bee Silin
 Steve and Rhea Carter
 Cheri Peabody-Stash
 Marge Cooper
Donation
 James Heerwagen and Hilary Schneider
 Temple Emanu-El 49ers
 Henry and Debra Watkins
 
Beverly Jordan Temple Beautification Fund
In memory of Emmy Lou Levin
 Sydney Levin
In memory of Beverly Jordan and Emmy Lou Levin
 Elsie George

Lollie Brickner Media Center Fund
In memory of Walter Wolfson
 Millie Wolfson and Walter’s Children and  
 Grandchildren
  
Campership Fund
In memory of Charles Rubin
 Jake and Pauline Braunstein and Family

Ralph Golden Library Fund
In memory of Toni Marsh
 Merav Talmor, Beth Roellig and Peggy  
 Frederick

Israel Scholarship Fund
In appreciation of Jane Jacobson
 Bobbi Lotman
In honor of Ben Lilly becoming an Eagle Scout
 Ruth Krandel
In memory of Bee Silin
 Henry Cooper

JoAnne Salomon Tehrani Homeless Fund
In honor of Rabbi Joseph Gitin’s Birthday and in 
memory of Ruth Reischer
 Charles Atlas 
In memory of Bee Silin
 Millie Segal
 David and Edith Bonner

Judith Jurman Omens Cemetery Beautification 
Fund
In memory of Judith Ann Karchem
 Selma Karchem
In memory of Maurice Goldberg
 Mel and Helen Grant
In memory of Rose Kass, Joseph Singer and Sol Aber
 Libby Kass
In memory of Minnie Rudin
 Ilean Rudin
In memory of George Joseph Powell
 Fran Powell

Leonard and Bernice Gaon Campership Fund
In memory Joseph Fischer
 Millie Wolfson
Get well to Arlene Gogol
In honor of Fagie Rosen receiving the Janet Berg 
Award
In honor of Barbara Berlant receiving the Woman of 
Distinction Award
 Bette Myers

Kenneth Gordon Children’s Prayerbook Fund
In memory of Harold Gold
 Chris and Michele Healey Eaton
In memory of Selma Benson
 Lawrence and Ruth Ross
In memory of Harold Gold
 Joe and Marcia Riggio

Ida F. Kragen Caring Fund
In honor of Shirley Lee’s Bat Mitzvah
 Ruth Krandel

Phyllis Omel Junior Choir Fund
In memory of Joe Loren
 Nesya Fishstrom

Prayerbook Fund
In memory of Lois Schneer
 Bette Myers

Betty Rinsler Religious School Fund
In memory of Dr. Maurice M. Malen
 Ed and Margie Cahn
In memory of Rose Rinsler
In memory of Cynthia Rinsler
 Leo Rinsler and Family

Religious School Fund
In memory of Martha Weinberg Adler
 The Huchley Family
In memory of Sara Ratner
 Harry and Marcia Ratner
In memory of Rose and Abe Litofe
 Manny and Ginny Siegler
In memory of Louis and Sarah Friedman
 Varda Friedman
In memory of Edward Green
 Philip and Roma Green

Religious School Enrichment Fund
In memory of Hannah Wolenik
 Oda and Abe Livchitz 

Weintraub Religious School Scholarship Fund
In memory of Nanette Weintraub
 Carl and Bobbie Handen
In memory of Nanette Weintraub and Bee Silin
 Bette Myers
 
Levin Learning Center Fund
In memory of Bob Krandel
 Lawrence and Ruth Ross
 Bert and Barbara Berns
In memory of Ben Weiss
 Steve and Arlene Greenberg
In memory of Lois Schneer, Joe Loren, Lu Gellman, 
Nanette Weintraub and  Harry Levine
 Ray and Bobi Levine
In memory of Nathaniel “Nate” Ratner
 Harry and Marcia Ratner
In honor and appreciation of Jacqueline Haggerty
 Bobbi Lotman
In honor of Ruth Krandel
 Gary and Janet Katz
Donation
 Steve Reiss and Mike Krown
 Peter Cocotas and Kathryn Sucher
 David Ledwitz
 Isaac and Rina Oak

think belongcare

For more information or to schedule a personal tour call 408) 984-6700 (
or email admissions@yavnehdayschool.org.

                          14855 Oka Road #100, Los Gatos,  CA  95032
www.yavnehdayschool.org

At Yavneh, students are respected as individuals, 
valued as thinkers, and inspired to achieve. 
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Introducing the JCC 
Social Membership! 

14855 Oka Road, Los Gatos, CA 95032 
408.356.4973 | www.svjcc.org | membership@svjcc.org 

• $300 per year for a family membership, or 
    $200 for an individual membership 
 • Discounts on programs & classes, including 
    camps & swim lessons 
 • Discount passes to the Fitness & Aquatics Centers 
 • Free use of the Aquatics Center on Sundays 
 • $200 of your Family fee ($100 of your Individual  
    fee) is tax-deductible

W e d d i n g s
B a r / B a t M i t z v a h s

P i c n i c s

408.945.7930
408.945.9340 Fax

ww w.dnl-catering.com

Steve Goldstone
Chef Owner

steve@dnl-catering.com

CATERING
D'N'L

Israeli (Sephardic) Recipes
European (Ashkenazic) Recipes

Kosher Style or Kosher
Meat, Dairy & Vegetarian Menus
Event Planning & Coordination

Home of Peace
A Cemetery and Mausoleum

South Bay Area’s only Jewish-owned Cemetery, 
Mausoleum and Columbarium.

Call for an appointment to discuss pre-need arrangements.

Wayne Rose, Administrator
408-297-3636

Founded 1853
Owned and Operated by Temple Emanu-El of San Jose

The cemetery is located at Monterey Highway and Curtner Avenue.

eScrip
Our eScrip shoppers and eaters have sprung 
into action and earned Temple over $4,600 
for the year 2007! Thank you to all our 
supporters who continue to stay connected 
to Temple in a special way. 

eScrip is fundraising that’s easy and 
a proven success. It streamlines the whole 
fundraising process that puts us in the 
winner’s circle. It’s the true definition of a 
perfect fundraiser--no effort coupled with a 
high financial return. It’s a fantastic resource 
where participating business partners 

contribute a percentage of your purchases to Temple. Call and I’ll 
mail you a list of over 150 participating merchants.

Now it’s your turn. Spring into action. Log on to www.es-
crip.com and follow the prompts. Register your credit/debit/gro-
cery/Macy’s cards today. Temple’s ID# is 136985180. Or call me 
and I’ll do it for you. No muss, no fuss, no bother to you, since 
you already shop and eat. If you don’t sign up, guilt will cause 
you too many sleepless nights!

Lorie Kaplan. eScrip coordinator maven
408.267.4563

Name Badges
When you come to services from now on, you will find 

boxes with nametags - one will have your name on it.  Choose it, 
place it inside the plastic badge necklace and wear it to services, 
returning it before you leave to go home.  We hope this will 
encourage people to talk with one another - introducing them-
selves and reaching out.  This is a spreading tradition from one 
congregation to another - so far it has reached across the U.S. 
and is not limited to Jewish houses of worship. Please give us 
your thoughts once you’ve had a chance to use them a few times.  

Meet Our Members continued from page 11
AP Chemistry and Biology.  

With all that Mark has given to the temple over the last 
20+ years, it leaves one to wonder what more there is for him to 
do.  Well, when asked that very question he stated, “One day, I 
will be president of our congregation.”  I say that’s a day we can 
all look forward to.

Submitted by Kim Jackman, Membership Committee Chair
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Birthdays and Anniversaries: Following are May congregational birthdays and anniversaries.  If your name isn’t listed here, 
it is because we don’t have it on record.  Please be in touch with the office to provide us correct information.

Happy Birthday and Happy Anniversary to each of you.  May you be blessed with a year of goodness and fulfillment.

May Birthdays
1 Margie Goodman
 Sue Shachal
2 Lori Moorhead
3 Marcia Ratner
4 Robert Kaufman
5 Karen Henry
 Linda Mowry
6 Lorie Kaplan
 Andrew Nussbaum
 Bonnie Neary
7 Bobbye Gorenberg
8 Rabbi Joseph Gitin
 Gary Katz
 Beverly Mendel
 Julie Moore
 James Beninghaus
 Matthew Rissman
9 Bernice Gaon
10 Rita Loren
11 Kristi Blumstein
 Kathryn Sucher
 Karen Levine
 Helen Matzner
12 Ken Abrams 
 Barbara Kristal
 Sherman Naymark 
 Aileen Teren-Foster
 Michelle Geary
 Kathy Cone
13 Frieda Forster
 Leo Rinsler

 Iva Rose
14 Marilyn Handloff
15 Michele Eaton
 Stuart Johnson
 Oliver Pohland
16 Jerry Barnhart
 Liz Bowling
 Janet Berg
 Adam Cone
17 Fred Just
18 Vicki Nosanov Goldman
19 Richard Burriesci
20 Michael Frumkin
 Sheri Frumkin
 Rhonda Hansen
21 Evlyn Hubert
 Al Roth
23 Richard Ferman
 Amy Lambert
24 Beth Dayen
25 Myra Reinhard
26 Mort Berlant
 Carolyn Fabisch
 Elsa Gordon
 Dawn Malter
27 Larry Gerston
28 Susana Cahn
 Doris Davis
29 Jeff Blue
 JoAnne Hersch
 Nancy Green Markham 
30 Robert Cant

31 Bruce Fox
 Gail Jacobs
 Bill Medeiros

For those of you who would like to wish 
Rabbi Gitin a happy 102nd birthday, please 
send cards to:
Rabbi Joseph Gitin
1550 Sutter Street, Apt 235
San Francisco, CA 94109-5377

May Anniversaries
1 Marvin and Bonnie Bamburg
 Bill and Anita Medeiros
5 Fred and Gloria Ascher
6 Ron and Sue Timpson
7 George and Carol Hofheimer
8 Bennett and Deborah Jacobstein
9 Eli and Sue Shachal 
11 Robert and Rosalyn Applebaum
18 Chris and Stacey Dedering
 Karl and Susannah Pfalzer
19 Robert and Teri Broleman
20 Byron Lilly and Nancy Weintraub
23 Oliver Pohland and Elena Klaw
24 Jerry and Claire Barnhart
 Bob and Judy Levy
26 Steve and Shari Krandel
 Michael and Millie Sprintz
29  Fred and Fredda Just
 Jeffrey and Karen Krupp
 David and Linda Mighdoll

1.  Celebrate, Remember, Fight Back!
Noah Rubin is creating a team to participate in the American 
Cancer Society “Relay For Life” Santa Clara on May 17 & 18 at 
Townsend Field near Buchser Middle School.  Join Team Mitzvah 
to help raise money for the fight against cancer. If you would like 
to join the team please call (408) 984-1305 or email nalkfamily@
yahoo.com.  To make a donation please go to http://events.
cancer.org/rflsantaclaraca and follow these steps: 

 1. On the left column in Event Information, click on Donate
2. Click the bubble that says “Search for a team” and next to 
“Team Name:” type in “Team Mitzvah”
3. Click Search. Below Search you will see my name and team. 
Click on the Team Mitzvah link that is purple.
4. You should see a box that says Donate. Click on it.
5. From there, you should be able to fill everything out on your 
own. Thank you for the donation!

This is Noah’s Bar Mitzvah project.  Please support him and the 
Cancer Society.

2.  Help make sitting in the hospital waiting room easier 
for children
Hi, my name is Alicia Blumstein. My Bat Mitzvah is coming 
up on September 6 and for my mitzvah project I will collect 
unused coloring books, sticker books, 4-pack boxes of crayons, or 
monetary donations. I plan to donate these to Good Samaritan 
Hospital Children’s Ward and the Emergency Department so 
kids can have something fun to do while having to be in the 
hospital. I will have a collection table after Religious School on 
the following dates: May 4 and May 18. Any donations will be 
greatly appreciated and, from my own personal experience, will 
go towards a great cause. 
 
Thank You
Alicia Blumstein
Home phone: 408-323-1955
Email: adbdiva@gmail.com

Upcoming Bar/Bat Mitzvah Projects
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1010 University Avenue
San Jose, CA 95126-1842

Telephone: (408) 292-0939
Fax: (408) 292-7625

www.sanjosetemple.org
Affiliated with the  Union for Reform Judaism

Board of TrusTees

 officers

President Ruth Krandel. . . ruthkrandel@yahoo.com
V.P., Administration Pam Schuur. . . pamela.schuur@comcast.net
CO-V.P.s, Ritual, Education, and Youth 
 Nancy Weintraub. . . nancyweintraub@sbcglobal.net
	 Marci Gerston. . . mgerston@aol.com
V.P. Membership Enrique Guadiamos . . . molrique@earthlink.net
Treasurer Steve Krandel. . . skrandel@sbcglobal.net
Secretary	Dan Lee...	dan.shirleylee@sbcglobal.net	
Past President Barry Cohen. . . cohenbarry@aol.com

TrusTees

auxiliary PresidenTs and co-PresidenTs

Brotherhood Jonathan Hirshon and Stephen Reiss. . . 
sreiss@bergerlewis.com

Sisterhood Anita Medeiros. . . ajmedeiros@comcast.net
XYZ Claire Barnhart. . . doc-j@sbcglobal.net
EESY Brian Winter. . . brian.winter@earthlink.net

sTanding commiTTees

Adult Education Marci Gerston.... mgerston@aol.com
Dues Bob Hersch. . . RobertHersch@sbcglobal.net
Facilities Uri Gottfeld. . . uri@urimechanical.com
Membership Kim Jackman. . . kbjsanjose@yahoo.com
Religious School Robin Hurwitz. . . travelmaven@gmail.com
Ritual Evann Aronoff . . . aronoff96@comcast.net
         Ginny Hoffman. . . ginny032849@yahoo.com
Social Action/Tikkun Olam Rich Albert. . . richalbert@comcast.net

Temple Emanu-El

Connections is published 10 times  a year by Temple Emanu-El

               sTaff

Dana L. Magat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Senior Rabbi
rabbimagat@templesanjose.org

Joseph Gitin, D.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rabbi Emeritus
Meeka Simerly . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cantor Intern

meekantor@templesanjose.org
Wayne Rose  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cemetery Administrator

wrose@sinaichapel.org
Jane Jacobson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Temple Administrator

jjacobson@templesanjose.org
Barbara Smead. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Preschool Director

barbara@templesanjose.org
Paula Marsh . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Religious School Principal

paula@templesanjose.org
Marcy Weiss . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Youth Group Advisor

mweiss@templesanjose.org
Deborah Zimmer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Member Services Coordinator

dvorazim@templesanjose.org
MaryAnn Orlowski . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bookkeeper

morlowski@templesanjose.org
Marcy Weiss . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Administrative Assistant

mweiss@templesanjose.org
Beth Roellig  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Administrative Assistant

school@templesanjose.org

Mark Cahn
Laura Danoff-
Robinson
Jonathan Hirshon

David Mimeles
Greg Turetsky
Dawn Chaffin
Gerry Gassman

Uri Gottfeld
Kim Jackman
Karen Levine
Joe Riggio

Wish List 
✰ Gas hedge trimmers
✰ Glassware - we are in desperate need of new glassware 

for our kitchen.  A set of water goblets is a great beginning.  

Perhaps your havurah would like to join forces to pay for 
an entire item.  Perhaps you can’t contribute the entire amount, 
but can share in the expense.  We appreciate your help in making 
your temple look better.  Please contact Jane in the office.

We note with sorrow the passing of

✡ Linda Blauner Klein, partner of Deborah Zimmer
✡ Bee Silin, wife of Simon Silin
✡ Dr Joseph Singer 
✡ Mel Levine
✡ Leonard Fisher, father of Al Fisher
✡ Barbara Streger, stepmother of Greg Turetzky
✡ Helen Zimmerman

Yahrzeits
MAy 2
Meyer Eisenberg, Marton Fischer, Muriel Gardner, Morris Golden, Judith Hettler, 
Annette Hornbein, Jeannette Josephs, Alexandra Kanciruk, Jack Marchick, Irving 
Mighdoll, Isaac Miller, Benjamin Nadel, Bernice Richman, Eric Rinsler, George 
Rittenberg, Beatrice Rosenblum, Malvin Weiss, Robert Wooten

MAy 9
Mollie Bain, Marcus Joel Bernstein, Sophie Blumer, Jack Gardner, Belle Gendler, 
Eleanore Goldfinger, Helen Hersch, Elvira Kakis, Leonard Katz, Nettie Lee, 
Nathan Litman, Lena Naymark, Jamie Beth Nussbaum, Dr. Harry Oppenheim, 
John Puopolo, Isaac Rousso, Philip Ruby, Steven Rutherford, Sarah Simon, Mollye 
Sockolov, Max Sucher, Robert Tobias, Irwin Tuttelman, Norman Zinker

MAY 16
Rachel Epstein Annan, Morris Atlas, Ruth Bryman, Esther Cohen, Victor Donath, 
Cecil Frank, Hilda Goldman, Ursula Gusdorf, Theodore D. Holstein, David Levine, 
Florence Libglid, Jack B. Mackay, Kate Mamon, Gary Melmon, Rebecca Miller, Jean 
Modiano, Sheldon Prizant, Tony D. Rose, Burton Rubenstein, Sarra Saltzman, Max 
Simans

MAY 23
Frances Atlas, Max Boxer, Harold Dworkin, Beatrice Fishman, Julian Forster, 
George I. Frank, Michael L. Freed, W.C. Grammer, Nathan Havlin, Bernard Hawk, 
Rose Hubert, Joe Jaffee, Craig Karnal, Jacob Ari Katz, Anna C. Lax, Abe Lerner, 
Ethel Lindauer, Carl McClure, Bluma Nadel, Randy Reiser, Elfriede Schimek, Ruth 
Wiseman, Joseph Woron

MAY 30
Clara W. Altschuler, Dr. Samuel Abram Blauner, Angie Cavallaro, Robert Cohn, 
Vivian Debenport, Anita Eisenberg, Larry Fabisch, Lottie Ganz, Irwin Goldberg, Al 
Golden, Joel Goldfarb, Herman Greenberg, Sidney Huchital, Eileen Jackel, Emily 
Grace Leiter, Emil Leoffler, Gertrude Levine, Morris Mintz, Oscar Shev, Howard 
Silberman, Harry Smith, Isadore Stein, Irving Taub, Joseph Hart Walters, Sidney 
Weissman, Rose Yzhaki

New Members
We welcome the following families to our congregation:

Mark Hanish and Michelle Nathan
Steve Milender and Lauren Just, Ariella and Hannah
Rachel Michelberg, Hannah and Joshua
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Temple Emanu-El List of Funds

General Fund 
Annual Maintenance Fund

Levin Learning Center Renovation Fund     
(listed below by category in alphabetical order)

Memorial Funds:
Andrew Apte Temple Historical Fund

Lollie Brickner Media Center Fund
Harold Cahn Prayerbook Fund

Michael Elman Campership Fund
Milton Fox Campership Fund

Rabbi Joseph Gitin and Rosalie Carl Gitin Fund
(In Honor of Rabbi Joseph Gitin and

In Memory of Rosalie Carl Gitin)
Ralph Goldeen Library Fund

Kenneth Gordon Children’s Prayerbook Fund
Beverly Jordan Temple Beautification Fund

Lou & Clara Juren Library Fund

Ida F. Kragen Consecration and Caring Fund
Herbert Marchick High Holy Day Fund

Phyllis Matzner Campership Fund
Phyllis Omel Jr. Choir Fund

Judith Jurman Omens Cemetery Beautification Fund 
Alvin Ravel Garden Fund

Betty Rinsler Religious School Scholarship Fund
JoAnne Salman-Tehrani Homeless Fund
Winnie Schare Interfaith Shabbat Fund

Maurice Tucker High Holy Day Music Fund

Other Tribute Funds:
Adult Education Fund

Bertram Berns Music Fund
Campership Fund

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Caring Fund

Choir Fund
Executive Director’s Discretionary Fund

Facilities for the Aged Fund
Leonard and Bernice Gaon Campership Fund

Israel Scholarship Fund
Prayerbook Tribute Fund

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Religious School Fund

Shank-Rockman Sound System Fund
Weintraub Religious School Scholarship Fund

Other Tribute Donations:
Memorial Plaque - $600 each

Sanctuary Chair Plaque - $400 each
Tree of Life
Leaf - $218

Small rock - $500
Large rock - $750

Shabbat in Nature 

The annual sleepover/campout Shabbat in Nature will be May 3-4 
at Sunset State Beach, 16 miles south of Santa Cruz. RSVP’s are 
required, and spaces are filling quickly! The deadline to register 
for camping is April 14 or when the 
spaces are filled.  You can also come 
for the day on Saturday, and stay 
for Havdallah, dinner and s’mores.  
Parking is limited. RSVP soon to 
Ginny Hoffman (whether camping or 
coming for the day) so carpools can be 
arranged.
 
Sponsored by the Temple Emanu-El 
Ritual Committee.

 June 1-WOTE Donor Lunch @La Rinconada 
Country Club

Entertainment will include the guitar strumming of the Acoustic 
Wizards, a duo of guitarists who perform at Hoffman’s Bakery 

Café in Santa Cruz and 12-year-old singer Thia Megia. Check 
this out: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CPIuJodUmB8 

 June 3-Temple Emanu-El Annual Meeting.
7:00 dessert reception. 7:30 program begins.  Candidates for 

Board of Trustees: Rich Albert, Steve Ladowitz, Ruth 
Pangilinan, Eleanor Rusnak, Michelle Schneiderman; 
2008-2009 Nominating Committee nominees: Mort 
Berlant, Burt Epstein, Joan Fox, Jeff Marsh, Jerry 
Prizant.  Results of the temple Board of Trustees 
election will be announced...Approval of the 2008-
2009 Budget...Approval of the By-laws update... If you 
have not received your Annual Meeting envelope in 
the mail, be in touch with the office.
 

June 7-Neighborhood Havdalah

Be part of this pioneering effort to meet other people 
in your area. If you want to provide a home or get involved in any 
way, contact Kim Jackman-kbjsanjose@yahoo.co.  Requirements 
are minimal... Invitations will be in the mail shortly...look for 
yours.

Save the Date for Temple Events


