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The Torah is a tree of life to those who hold fast to it



Schedule of Services
Friday, February 1
6:30 PM  Potluck Dinner 
7:15 PM  Erev Shabbat Family Service:  Scout Shabbat
(Bet Hebrew and Second Grade)
 
Saturday, February 2
9:00 AM  Shabbat Morning Minyan
 
Friday, February 8
7:30 PM Erev Shabbat Service: Social Action Shabbat
 
Saturday, February 9
9:00 AM  Shabbat Morning Minyan
10:30 AM  Bat Mitzvah of Kelsi Krandel
 
Friday, February 15
6:00 PM  Tot Shabbat Service
7:30 PM Erev Shabbat Service:  Ask the 
Rabbi
 
Saturday, February 16
9:00 AM  Shabbat Morning Minyan
 
Friday, February 22
6:30 PM  Kabbalat Shabbat Service
 
Saturday, February 23
9:00 AM  Shabbat Morning Minyan
 
Friday, February 29
6:30 PM  Kabbalat Shabbat Service

Saturday, March 1
9:00 AM  Shabbat Morning Minyan

Friday, March 7
6:00 PM  Congregational Potluck Dinner
7:15 PM  Erev Shabbat Family Service

Saturday, March 8
9:00 AM  Shabbat Morning Minyan

BROTHERHOOD BLOOD DRIVE
Sunday, February 24 • 8:45 AM - 12:45 PM

Requirements:  at least 17 years of age  •  weigh at least 110 lbs. •  be 

free of cold & flu symptoms • eat before donating and drink plenty of 

fluids • in cooperation with Stanford Blood Center

Give the gift of life!

Sunday, February 3, 1:00 - 2:30 PM
Rabbi Magat in conversation

at Chai House, 814 St. Elizabeth Drive, San Jose
Sponsored by Emanu-El 49ers and XYZ Club
RSVP to the Temple office

Saturday, February 9, 7:00 - 10:00 PM
SBI Night of Jewish Learning:   
Eretz Yisrael: Land, People and Soul

Begin with Havdalah in the 
JCC Auditorium, followed by 
classes & discussions led by 20 

local rabbis, educators 
and other presenters. 
Classes will cover topics 
such as Israeli Poetry, 
Exile vs. Diaspora, Why 
Israel is Important to 
the Jews, Midrash on Jerusalem, Israeli Rock of the 
1970s, and many more.
Key participants include our own Rabbi Dana Magat 
and Cantor Intern Meeka Simerly!  Open to the 

community without charge.

Saturday, February 23, 7:30 - 8:30 PM
Brotherhood Distinguished Speaker

Curtis Sliwa, founder of the Guardian Angels, national radio 
host and long-time supporter of Israel, will be discussing the 
Guardian Angels and how they can help address the growing 
crime problem in San Jose, and other topics.



2

From the Rabbi President’s Column
What Is AIPAC And Why?

In mid-December I was fortunate to gather a table of 
Temple Emanu-El members to attend the AIPAC Annual South 
Bay Membership Dinner at the Santa Clara Convention Center.  
We were 1200 strong, all there to learn about current events in 
Israel and the Middle East in general, and to learn of AIPAC’s 
role in the current situation throughout the world.  

For those of you who do not know about AIPAC, let me tell 
you a bit of how I perceive membership in this worthy organi-
zation.  You may be thinking, “Here she goes again, telling us 
she wants money from us,” but believe me when I tell you that 
it costs only $100 a year to become a member and that this is 
NOT a fund-raising organization.  All AIPAC wants from us is to 
become a member of an organization that promotes the United 
States-Israel relationship.  Thus, its name: American Israel Public 
Affairs Committee.  This is one of the largest, most effective lob-
bies in the world, and without the help from AIPAC our country’s 
bond with Israel would be much weaker. Its sole purpose is to 
keep the Jews of the U.S. informed about the status of Israel and 
how we as Americans can use our influence to keep our beloved 
Israel strong.  The staff of AIPAC works tirelessly in Washington 
D.C. meeting and interacting with officials and lawmakers from 
Israel and the U.S. by informing our legislators of current prob-
lems we are facing and to hopefully secure the necessary votes to 
keep our position in the Middle East as viable as possible.  

Unfortunately working toward increased security for the 
U.S. and Israel has reached a critical juncture.  In a recent article 
in a letter I received from AIPAC the following was stated:  “Iran 
continues to make threats to “wipe Israel off the map.”  Radical 
Islamic terrorists threaten both Israel and the United States, 
and Hamas, a recognized terrorist group, is now in control of 
the Gaza Strip where they fire rockets into neighboring Israeli 
towns daily.” This sentence really caught my eye: “Today AIPAC 
continues to work with Congress and the White House to 
pursue every economic, diplomatic and political tool available 
to prevent Tehran from attaining nuclear weapons.”  One of the 
most significant steps AIPAC recently helped make possible was 
the Administration’s passage of sweeping new sanctions that 
put pressure on those countries that are financing Iran’s nuclear 
capabilities.  These current sanctions combined with the threat of 
additional measures has led many major international compa-
nies and banks to end their operations in Iran.  This is only the 
beginning.  Thank goodness we in this country have an organiza-
tion that is there to protect our relationships abroad; there is no 
group more powerful than AIPAC to properly do this job.  

Please consider joining with me and many other Temple 
members to make our international future more secure.  As Israel 
faces some of the biggest threats in recent history, and America 
readies to elect new leaders, our collective action becomes more 
critical than ever. Would you like to know the voting records of 
members of Congress, or do you wish to learn more about our 
local leaders?  AIPAC can answer these questions and many 
more.  We are fortunate to have an excellent AIPAC office in San 
Francisco that covers the Bay Area.  It is only a phone call away 
(415-989-4140).  

On May 9, 2008, our Temple will hold an AIPAC Shabbat 
where one of their outstanding staff members will inform you 

Continued on Page 3

 It’s all about family.  And being a part of a family can be 
complicated.  But we are all in it together.  It’s not all sunshine 
and roses, but we share in the warmth of the good times, and 
struggle together in tough times.

Early Childhood Conference

I want to share with you how extremely proud I am of our 
Temple family, for the wonderful accomplishment of hosting the 
convention of Early Childhood Educators of Reform Judaism 
January 9-13 in San Jose.  It was a real milestone in my rabbin-
ate, and it was extremely moving to be part of what turned out 
to be an incredible four days.  Barbara 
Smead, our Preschool Director, was the 
Conference Chair, and she invested each 
of her teachers with the responsibility 
for one specific area of the conference.  
It goes to show what can happen when 
your expectations are high and you re-
spect the other members of your “family.”  
In addition to helping with conference 
registration, Preschool Committee Chair 
Jenny Shain coordinated a wonderful 
experience at Temple Emanu-El, with the 
dinner and Oneg Shabbat on Friday night.  To have our Board of 
Trustees and Preschool Committee members present showed how 
significant we thought it was to be hosting a national conference 
that is part of the Reform movement.  

 The school looked wonderful, thanks to the work of 
the teachers and our custodians.  Services on Friday night were 
amazing, as the preschool teachers were again in the company of 
Cantor Intern Meeka Simerly, who shared her vitality and depth 
of spirit, while teaching conference participants that worship can 
be accessible and even fun.  The administrative staff supported 
Barbara and her teachers in getting ready.  It was a team effort.  
The conference attendees were so appreciative of the welcome 
that we showed, and they were bowled over that Ruth Krandel, 
President of our Board of Trustees, was there pouring coffee and 
greeting people.  Many of these directors now sense the possibil-
ities for the sense of mishpacha that exemplifies Temple Emanu-
El.  Once again, I am so proud to be your rabbi.

Camp Swig Update

But as I stated earlier, it’s not all easy.  There is a struggle 
currently going on concerning the disposition of Camp Swig.  
Many of you may be alumni of this camp in the Santa Cruz 
Mountains, or have children who spent summers there.  It is cur-
rently in need of a great deal of rehabilitation to make it acces-
sible, safe and clean after so many years of disuse.  The question 
was:  do we keep it as part of the URJ system, or does it get sold 
to the highest bidder? And if we keep it, who will be responsible 
for the upgrades so desperately needed?

 It is not an easy issue.  And it breaks my heart that the 
Union has accepted the highest bid, even though a Jewish group 
wanted to create a retreat center for our region and to preserve 
the Naymark Holocaust Memorial.  I will keep you informed as 
this process unfolds.

 So together, as a family, we move forward, taking pride 
in accomplishments.   

L’Shalom,
  Rabbi Dana Magat
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How often are we told that we can’t do something, or we cannot 
achieve a particular goal - that we should give up on our dream?  This 
month I want to share with you a piece of my personal journey.

I am 42 years old and just like a student of any age, 
I hoist my backpack onto my shoulders once a week (well, 
most younger students do it every day), and go to school 
(I actually fly to school in Los Angeles once a week). 
For almost the last ten years, I’ve been working hard to 
“get somewhere” in life. Originally, I enrolled at Cabrillo 
College in Aptos, in order to obtain a student visa that 
would allow me to stay in America (that was before 9/11, 
when immigration laws were a bit more friendly). After 
about a year of education, not only did I get the desired 
student visa, I also discovered the incredible gift of knowl-
edge and education. Why am I telling you this? Because 
even after all this time, I am still struggling to keep up with my 
studies, and I still often question whether or not I can accomplish 
my goals. 

When I was a young child growing up in Israel, it was a 
very competitive and unforgiving educational environment, and 
students were expected to be all alike. What that meant was that 
learning disabilities such as dyslexia, ADD, and ADHD were 
unknown, and information-processing issues were not recognized 
as stumbling blocks. So I grew up believing what the teachers and 
“experts” told me; that I’ll never be able to get anywhere, and that 
education was simply something at which I would never be able 
to excel. I thought that math was only for scientists, that English 
was for those fortunate students who were born and raised either 
in America or Britain, and that studying the language of music was 
for those who started in a conservatory at the early age of two. 

My teachers were tired of my disruptive acts, which they 
never realized stemmed from sheer boredom. I spent many, many 
hours in the Principal’s office and made friends with his secretary. 
And then one day, when I was 17 years old, I simply got up and left 
my high school, because no one was listening to a child who was 
so frustrated, so far behind, and in so much pain, that she could 
not believe in herself, and could not take it any more. My parents, 
helpless against my resistance to complete high school, had no 
choice but to wait patiently until it was time for me to begin my 
army service a year later. 

It was only here in America, 13 years later and far away from 
where I grew up, that I slowly started to regain my confidence. I 
rediscovered the wonders of education with the help of Catherine, 
a wonderful, patient, and compassionate advisor at Cabrillo 
College, who encouraged me to not give up. Equipped with new 
learning and studying techniques, and plenty of encouragement 

from college authorities, I started to really enjoy the process: math 
became my favorite; English literature opened new doors I did not 
even know existed; and anthropology and “The History of Asians 

in America” became a huge part of my life. I was sim-
ply drinking in all the information that I could possibly 
swallow, and then some. Above all else, my love for the 
choir and the music classes grew immensely. For the first 
time in my life I started to study in-depth the language of 
music; notation, expressions, rhythm and texture. Musical 
notes were no longer a foreign language to me, and I 
started to realize that although a bit slower in processing, 
I didn’t have to be two years old to begin a musical career 
- 32 years old could work too! 

Of course it took nearly seven years of intensely 
hard work to complete my undergraduate degree, but my 

graduation with a degree in Music Education from San Jose State’s 
Department of Music was the second happiest day of my life (the 
first happiest will always be my wedding day). The triumph of 
standing on that stage, wearing the graduation regalia and a “Cum 
Laude” medal around my neck, was my declaration to myself -- 
and to all of those people and teachers in Israel who thought that I 
would never get anywhere -- that, “Yes, I can!”

Today, nearly 10 years later, I am still chugging along, 
climbing up the hill of Graduate School on my way to become 
an ordained cantor - God willing - hoping to graduate in May of 
next year. I am not going to pretend it’s easy. Achieving this goal 
is so much hard work that I sometimes look in the mirror and 
ask myself, “Girl, what did you get yourself into?! Are you crazy? 
Schlepping once a week to the Academy for Jewish Religion in Los 
Angeles, and working full time? Are you nuts?” The answer to that 
is “yes,” I am a bit of a nut, because when you have a strong drive to 
accomplish something, nothing can stop you. 

So again, why am I telling you this? I hope this article will 
encourage anyone who ever doubted themselves and their ability 
to get somewhere in life, or who thought that they cannot achieve 
something because of this limitation or another, that the opposite 
is true. Of course in the process, it is important to have the encour-
agement of family - mishpacha - and I am so grateful for the love 
of my husband, my extended family, and the Temple Emanu-El 
community; without their support and love it would have been 
very difficult to get where I am today. But ultimately, cultivating 
“drive” and self-esteem really has to come from one’s own soul.

I’d like to wish you all a happy secular new year, and may 
this year bring to you the knowledge and wisdom to believe in 
yourself. 
(With special thanks to my husband Dave, Rabbi Magat and Dvoraleh 
for your input.)

Meekantor’s Kol Tuv
“What Doesn’t Kill Your Self Esteem Makes It Stronger”

An Ode to ‘Late Bloomers’

and answer any and all relevant questions.  Put that date on your 
calendar for a very special Shabbat   It is imperative that we, as 
Jews, understand how important it is to work with our lawmak-
ers to ensure the U.S. maintains the strongest possible support 
for Israel’s right to exist and to defend herself.  

May we all know joy, good health, and a true sense of 
purpose as a Temple family for our well-being and those of our 
sisters and brothers abroad.

Ruth Krandel

From the President, continued
Organized by the Membership Committee:

Zip-Code Havdallah Dinners
Saturday, June 7th.

If you would like to open your home to fellow congregants, 
please contact Kim Jackman at 448-4376.   Thank you for 
helping provide the warm welcome that is the hallmark of 

Temple Emanu-El!
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Curtis Sliwa, the founder of the Guardian Angels, will 
be the next Brotherhood Distinguished 
Lecturer on Saturday, February 23rd at 7:30 
PM.  The Guardian Angels are dedicated 
to safety, believing that citizens of all ages 
have a right to live without fear of physical 
harm, intimidation, harassment, or vio-
lence.  They work in communities all over 
the world and provide training that links 
generations and demographic groups. Mr. 
Sliwa is an amazing individual, and a true 
friend of Israel. 

February 2:  The next Havdallah, 
Dinner and a Movie:  Come say goodbye to Shabbat and hello 
to your friends as we watch a film with Jewish content.  RSVP to 
brotherhood@templesanjose.org so we can have a count of how 
many diners to expect.

January’s Diaspora Dinner XIV, featuring the cuisine and 
history of the Jews in North Africa, received unprecedented 
publicity (in the Mercury News and the J, formerly the Jewish 
Bulletin of Northern California).  It was another fabulous success, 
helping to raise money in support of Brotherhood projects.   

Review of Recent Events

 On January 12th, there was an impromptu dine-out for 
Persian food.  We look forward to more of these dinners, won-
derful occasions to get to know each other over wonderful and 
varied food.  At Brotherhood’s January 13 meeting Jonathan 
Hirshon spoke about Public Relations, informing us that what 
you read, see and hear on the news isn’t always what you 
think it is - and how to spot it. January also featured Dr. Seth 
Ammerman of Stanford Medical School, who spoke about the 
Mobile Health Van, helping at-risk teens get free medical care 
throughout the Bay Area. His van was on-hand to be toured.  Thirty 
Brotherhood members and friends attended the presentation.

In December, Jonathan led a Brotherhood group through 
the Asian Art Museum in San Francisco.  Notes for next 
December:  get on the list early to do a mitzvah project on 
Christmas Day.  Many thanks to the 30 people who volunteered 
to help.  With your enthusiastic support, we’ll probably come up 
with something before next winter.

Other Thoughts and Events

We would like to explore a possible day (and optional 
overnight trip) in February for men interested in exploring 
Jewish religion, teachings and spirituality in an off-site venue. If 
you are interested in this, please do let me know and Jonathan 
will investigate it based on the response.  One possibility is at 
Mercy Center in Burlingame (run by an order of nuns, a leading 
interfaith center that is renowned for its Zen Buddhism classes as 
well as other items).  They are having a men’s spirituality week-
end on February 16 and 17 - details at http://www.mercy-center.
org/Flyers_2007/05-04_mercymenHost.html

Lastly, the President of Shir Hadash Brotherhood has once 
again issued their annual challenge to us.  We crushed them in 
billiards two years ago, bowled them back into the Stone Age 
last year -- now they thirst for vengeance!  Stay tuned for more 
information.

Submitted by Steve Reiss
Brotherhood Co-President

Brotherhood News Caring Committee
Ready, Set, Go...

In December, Caring Committee continued organizing for 2008:
* Rabbi and Meeka conducted an outstanding training 

session for 11 participants on the “do’s and don’ts” of 
hospital and home visitations.  As the session ended, 
Rabbi said, “What a fabulous group of people!” And they 
are...we had a nurse, a social worker, a long-time hospital 
visitor.   Each of the 11 contributed amazing ideas to ensure 
the success of this Caring Committee sub-group, which is 
called the Kesher Committee.

* Robin Hurwitz led our Religious School students during 
Mitzvah Day in preparing get-well and other cards for use 
by the Caring Committee.

For you, our Temple Family, the Caring Committee can

* Provide rides to Temple for services and other functions
* Make hospital visits
* Make home visits for the sick, lonely, and housebound
* Send cards for various life cycle events

To help us, you can let the temple know if you or someone you 
know

* Needs a ride
* Needs a hospital or home visit
* Needs some company

We will treat all information confidentially and will respect the 
wishes of individuals regarding their desire for visitors.

Finally, if you would like to help out the Caring Committee in 
any way, please contact:

* The Temple office
* Shirley Lee (sabl@sbcglobal.net) or 
* Dan Lee (dan.shirleylee@sbcglobal.net)  408-268-0926

The Caring Committee is almost ready, just about set, and raring 
to go...

Shirely and Dan Lee, Co-chairs

Looking For a Few Good People
The Nominating Committee will start its work very shortly.
Consider throwing your hat into the ring...
If you:
 - care deeply about your synagogue
 - have great ideas and make things happen
 - can devote a few hours a month (really) to the temple
 - are a team-player

With lots of support; stretch and grow or simply contribute the 
skills you already possess.  

Consider becoming a 2008-2009 member of Temple Emanu-El’s 
Board of Trustees.

Email: admin@templesanjose.org / Call: 408-292-0939
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The Women of Temple Emanu-El are now at 191 members 
strong -- only nine members short of our goal and more than a 
5% increase from last year.  Thank you, Vice Presidents in charge 
of membership, Janis Decker for planning our successful Member 
Appreciation Luncheon and Lorie Kaplan for personally call-
ing those of you who needed some personal encouragement.  I 
especially would like to thank our Gold Members, noted with a 
double asterisk; our Silver Members, noted with a single aster-
isk; and, of course, our Life Members.  You, together with all our 
members, help make Sisterhood the warm, viable and successful 
group it is. 

Following is a list of those of you who have honored us 
with your support.  Remember, Women of Templer Emanu-El 
needs the support of ALL of the women in the congregation.  It 
is our sincere hope that every woman in our congregation will 
join us.  Whether you come to meetings, attend programs, help 
us organize and plan events, or just contribute your dues, you 
are choosing to support Sisterhood and all we do.  Your level of 
participation is up to you, but please remember that a dynamic, 
warm and inspired group of women await you, however you 
choose to participate. 

A big thank you to those who have honored us with your 
support as a Life, Gold or Silver Member:

Ruth Alter, Marjorie Blickman, Marjorie Cahn, Ruth Cahn, 
Mary Cohen, Janis Decker, Armeda Fischer, Joan Fox, Roberta 
Frank, Bernice Gaon, Eleanor Gerstley, Lori Ghan, Elsa Gordon, 
Bobbye Gorenberg, Arlene Greenberg, Susan Hammer, Beverly 
Hirsch, Pam Hoffman, Arlene Jurman, Lou Rae Kagel, Janet Katz, 
Janice Kiefer, Ruth Krandel, Shari Krandel, Shirley Lee, Bobi 
Levine, Karen Levine, Nancy Ganz Lindley, Henrietta Mintzer, 
Bette Myers, Marcia Ratner, Sally Ravel, Esther Reiser, Iva Rose, 
Fagie Rosen, Ilean Rudin, Eleanor Rusnak, Jane Schwartz, 
JoAnn Shank, Phyllis Shuch, Sybil Sommer, Eva Stanley, Barbara 
Weingarten, Nanette Weintraub, Gerry Witkin, Lorna Ziegler, 
Deborah Zimmer.  A complete listing of all WOTE members may 
be found at http://www.geocities.com/wote2001/members.html

Coming events

February 4th 7pm Rosh Chodesh at Lorie & Shari Kaplan’s

February 21st 6pm Dinner Meeting “Ya Gotta Eat” 

March 13th 6pm Potluck Dinner/Hamentaschen Baking in   
 the Temple House

April 6th 7pm Rosh Chodesh at Lorie & Shari Kaplan’s

April 10th 6pm Potluck Dinner Meeting

April 24th Women’s Seder in the Temple House

May 15th Potluck Dinner Meeting in the BFR

June 1st Donor Luncheon at La Rinconada

Women of Temple Emanu-El

Mah Jongg Cards

Are you ready to purchase a new Mah Jongg card for the 
year 2008-2009?
Would you like to help raise funds for WOTE in a very 
painless way?  Harriet Saltzman is collecting monies for 
cards, again, with the rebate going directly to WOTE.  Prices 
this year are:  $6.50 for small print and $7.50 for large print.  

Make checks payable to WOTE and mail to:  Harriet 
Saltzman, 1113 Holly Oak Circle, San Jose CA 95120-1542.  
Please call her if you have any questions, (408)268-4311.
Deadline is February 10 as all monies are due in New York 
by the 15th.

LAW OFFICE OF DERRYL H. MOLINA
Estate Planning – Elder Law – General Practice

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

1142 S. Winchester Blvd., Suite  B
San Jose, CA 95128

Phone: 408-244-4992

Email: attderryl@comcast.net
Derryl H. Molina
Attorney at Law
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Come bake hamentaschen

for Purim!

Thursday, March 13

WOTE dinner/meeting

at 6:30 PM

Baking will begin at 7:00 PM.

No charge – 

all materials provided.

Enjoy spending time with children? 
Like to share the thrill of the holidays, customary Jewish 
practices, biblical and historical stories, and your love of 

Judaism?  Then pick up your phone, call or email the Religious 
School (408.292.3223 or school@templesanjose.org).  We have 
teaching positions  available for next year and we will begin our 

recruitment shortly.
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Religious School Corner

think belongcare

For more information or to schedule a personal tour call 408) 984-6700 (
or email admissions@yavnehdayschool.org.

                          14855 Oka Road #100, Los Gatos,  CA  95032
www.yavnehdayschool.org

At Yavneh, students are respected as individuals, 
valued as thinkers, and inspired to achieve. 

What a month the preschool has just completed!  And 
how grateful we are to the Temple Board of Trustees, our pre-
school committee members, preschool families, Religious School 
Committee members and others of you who helped us get 
through the month so splendidly! 

ECERJ Conference hosted by Temple Emanu-El

I believe we made a lot of noise letting you all know about 
the ECE - RJ (Early Childhood Educators of Reform Judaism) 
Conference for which Temple Emanu-El Preschool was the host. 
Approximately 175 early childhood educators found their way to 
San Jose from all over the United States for this 4-day conference 
where they participated in educational sessions led by rabbis and 
educators of renown.  Our keynote speaker was Rabbi Lawrence 
Kushner who has helped shape the current agenda for personal 
and institutional spiritual renewal through his lectures, articles 
and 15 books.  Chaia May-Pienknagura, who will be a guest 
speaker at the upcoming WOTE Spirituality Day, gave a presen-
tation on Every Child is Whole-Every Child Has a Special Need. 
We especially thank Rabbi Magat for his support of the confer-
ence, as well as for the inspiring presentation at his own session 
and for his wonderful energy throughout the weekend.

  Held at the San Jose Marriott, the group dined in fine 
fashion at the hotel. About 150 of the group joined us here at 
Temple as we welcomed Shabbat, prayed and sang together.  
Over the weekend, we traveled to San Francisco where we were 
welcomed at Congregation Emanuel.  We shared Havdallah 
together at the end of Pier 39.  We held a very special tallit, made 
of sewn together fabric blocks prepared by each of the Reform 
preschools around the U.S, over the heads of the incoming 
ECERJ Board, for a special blessing by Rabbi Magat.

 While ours was not the largest conference in the orga-
nization’s history, mostly due to the higher transportation cost 
to the west coast for educators who live in the northeast where 
venues are much closer to one another, it was certainly one of 
the most inspiring and intellectually satisfying ones.  With this 
conference a lovely memory, we look forward to next year’s in 
Cleveland, Ohio.  We also look forward to the wonderful activi-
ties of February.   

 Lastly, thanks to our preschool families who accepted our 
closure for two days, allowing all our teachers to attend this very 
special conference in our own backyard and to our staff:  Leah 
Hagopian, Cheriel Magat, Kari Medina, Jennifer Pirofalo, Dawn 
Escobedo, Patricia Munoz, Christina Salcedo and Kira Umeki.

 
Preschool Winter Open House 

The first event of February comes on Tuesday the 5th 
from 5:00 - 7:00 PM.  The children help us prepare the school to 
welcome potential preschool families in the summer and winter.  
We are currently accepting applications.  If you know of someone 
who would be interested in our school, please share this infor-
mation.

 Until next month, 
Barbara Smead, Preschool Director

(408) 293-8660
barbara@templesanjose.org

Winter Wonders at the Preschool

We acknowledge the following who helped make 
the ECERJ Convention, especially the Shabbat 

dinner, so special:
We acknowledge the following who helped make the ECERJ 
Convention, especially the Shabbat dinner, so special:

Preschool Committee Chair:  Jenny Shain and her committee 
members:  Andrea Shively, Farrell Podgorsek, Alissa Meltzer, 
Lynn Offenhartz, Lori Messinger, Michelle Allen.

Preschool Staff:  Dawn Escobedo, Leah Hagopian, Cheriel 
Magat, Kari Medina, Patricia Munoz, Jennifer Pirofalo, Christina 
Salcedo, Kira Umeki.

Members of the Temple Board of Trustees:  Ruth Krandel, 
President;  Uri Gottfield, Dan Lee, Steve Krandel, Karen Levine, 
Pamela Schuur, Kim Jackman, Enrique Guadiamos, Marci 
Gerston, Nancy Weintraub

 Oneg bakers:  Karen White, Lynn Miller, Sherri Wiesner, Stacy 
Wheeler, Polly and Allan Fry, Samantha Meister, Michelle Olson, 
Shirley Lee , Robin Hurwitz, Leslie Proudfit, Michelle Henninger, 
Sharon Genkin, Debbie Michels, Tracy Verhoeven.

From the Religious School:  Board member Molly Guadiamos, 
Principal Paula Marsh.

Wish List 
- Gas hedge trimmers
- Cutlery for the temple kitchen (settings for 200+).  Let’s make 
a nice upgrade.  
- Glassware -a set of at least 100 water goblets would be a 
great beginning.  
- Additional new plastic 60” round tables (to add to the eight 
we just received) that are used for Oneg Shabbat, Erev 
Shabbat Potluck suppers, special dinners for honored guests, 
Mitzvah Day projects, etc.  ($137.50 each). 
- New chairs to replace the ones we currently use for meetings 
and dinners.  This too will be a gradual process.
 Please consider a contribution toward the purchase 
of any of these major items.  Perhaps your havurah would like 
to join forces to pay for one entire item.  Perhaps you can’t 
contribute the entire amount, but are able give to the kitty.  We 
appreciate your help in making your synagogue look better.
Items for a Quiet Corner at the rear of the sanctuary.  We will 
purchase new stuffed Jewish toys, books and other playthings 
for little ones who cannot sit through an entire service.  We 
hope to have this in place by the end of the month.

!
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Religious School Corner

Please see me for a complimentary Consultation, 
Deep Conditioning treatment and Blow-dry

Stylist

(408) 264-8228
1562 Meridian Avenue • San Jose, California 95125

corrective color
precision haircut

fine and thinning hair

an exclusive 
salon

Purim FUN(d)-raiser coming!!
It’s time to start organizing for a great Jewish holiday: 

Purim!  We are co-chairs of the 2008 Purim Carnival and want to 
give the whole congregation the chance to participate in this fun 
event benefiting the Religious School and the Jewish community 
at-large.  In keeping with our overall theme of Mishpachah, we 
look to you to help the Purim Carnival be a central event for a 
broad range of families.

As part of the Family Participation Program, many parents 
already signed up to help make the carnival run.  There are op-
portunities for everyone to help.

Silent Auction - This is the largest fundraiser for Religious 
School activities - separate from the fundraising that has been 
our focus for paying down the renovation loan.  This money is 
used to buy enrichment materials.  It allows the school to provide 
over-the-top programming for your children and grandchildren. 

How can you support the auction?  You can help by ask-
ing merchants you frequent in your daily activities to donate 
goods or services.  We can provide you a letter to give them with 
information they need.  We have found it is much more effective 
when customers ask for donations rather than sending a blind 
letter to corporate offices.  This is clearly a case of, “It never hurts 
to ask.”  In general, we are looking for items that families can do 
together (restaurants, movies, events, games, toys) but we are 
open to other ideas.  

This very important project needs someone to pull together 
all the parts - someone who would like to coordinate the silent 
auction.  We have several volunteers to help run it.  

Anyone interested in either helping procure items for the 
auction or helping coordinate it may contact me at turetzkyg@
yahoo.com or by phone.

Volunteers - We always need help the day of the event.  
Most parents are busy helping their young children so, especially 
if you do NOT have children in the school, your help is extra 
appreciated.  While helping out you get to watch the children 
of our Temple play games, do crafts, sing and dance, and, in 
general, have fun.  There is no better chicken soup for the soul, 
than watching the next generation of our Temple celebrate their 
Jewish heritage.  For an hour of your time, you can help fulfill the 
mission of L’dor V’dor and celebrate the sense of Mishpachah.

I hope many, many of you will take this opportunity to 
spend a few hours on Sunday, March 16th from 11:30-1:30 PM to 
help out in this year of Mispachah for the benefit and enjoyment 
of our youngest congregants.

Greg Turetzky Ron Blumstein
Purim Committee Co-Chair,  Purim Committee Co-Chair,
Member Board of Trustees Volunteer Coordinator
(954) 931-1002 (408) 323-1955
turetzkyg@yahoo.com ronblumstein@yahoo.com

Mazel Tov
✷  To Penni Henry, on receiving an Operational Excellence 
and Leadership award at Sun Microsystems recently.  Her 
contribution to her work program exemplify her capabilities and 
qualities.

✷  To Jake and Pauline Braunstein on the installation of 
their son, David, as a member of the city council for the City 
of Belmont, California.  Jake and Pauline performed David’s 
installation.

✷  To Rabbi Jonathan V. Plaut on the publication of three books: 
‘Jews of Windsor 1790-1990: a historical chronicle’ and ‘The Plaut 
Family: Tracing the Legacy,’ and ‘One Voice: The Selected Sermons of 
W.G. Plaut.’ Rabbi Plaut edited the last two books.

✷  To Jeff and Johanna Applebaum, on the birth of their third 
child, Sarah Rose, on December 28, 2007.  Sarah joins brothers 
Joshua and Jacob.  The amazingly proud grandparents are Roz 
and Robert Applebaum.

✷  To Josh Marsh, on achieving the rank of Eagle Scout in 
December.  Josh, son of Missy and Jeff Marsh, is a freshman at 
UCLA.  Josh’s project involved clearing and landscaping a garden 
at the elementary school where the troop meets. 

✷  To Ben Lilly, son of Nancy Weintraub and Byron Lilly, on 
achieving the rank of Eagle Scout.  Ben’s project saw him direct a 
project here at Temple where he directed a crew of volunteers to 
go through the items stored in the Temple’s Choir Loft.  This was 
a daunting task.  Today, the area is neat and organized, there is a list 
of everything stored there and, most wonderful of all, the project 
inspired another congregant, Dawn Chaffin, to take on recording 
the history of Temple Emanu-El.  Yashir koach to all of you!

✷  To David and Eileen Gitin, on the marriage of their daughter, 
Lori, to Leslie T. Garcia, son of Benjamin Garcia and the late 
Idelle Zelver, in San Francisco on January 6.  The ceremony was 
performed by Lori’s grandfather, Rabbi Joseph Gitin, and Rabbi 
Dana Magat.

Deadline for returning Passover Candy/
Haggadot orders:

Sunday, February 10

Return to the Admin or Religious School office.

Death & Dying Part II

Rabbi Magat offers a continuation of last year’s class. New 
students are welcome, as well as those who have taken it 
before.  Sunday mornings, February 10 & 24 and March 2 

from 11:30 AM - 12:30 PM,. 
The class is free for Temple members.
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Gloria Melmon Ascher
Realtor

12988 Saratoga/
Sunnyvale Road
Saratoga, CA 95070
 

Office 408.741.1111
Direct 408.741.1174 ext.604
Fax    408.741.7076
Cell    408.781.8624www.gloriaascher.com

Bat Mitzvah 
Kelsi Krandel will be called to the Torah 
as a Bat Mitzvah on Saturday, February 
9th.  Kelsi is the daughter of Shari and 
Steve Krandel, and the granddaughter 
of Ruth and Bob (z”l) Krandel and Dr. 
Clayton and Sandra Feldman.  She is a 
seventh grader at Fisher Middle School 
and is vice-president of the student 
council.  Kelsi has been on a competitive 
dance team for 5 years.  In her spare time 
she loves to read, listen to music and talk 
with friends.  She also enjoys spending 
time with her grandparents.  She is an 

avid writer of stories and poems and hopes to be an author 
one day.  Kelsi, her brother Kevin, and her parents are looking 
forward to sharing her Bat Mitzvah with family and friends.

Member Survey Update
Member Survey Skills and Hobbies Data

One of the goals of the Membership Survey conducted 
earlier in 2007 was to collect data on our congregants’ skills and 
hobbies in order to build a database that can be shared with and 
only with the Board and members of the Temple as they develop 
new programs and services.

 Our survey was very successful as we collected data from 
slightly over 300 congregants.  The top 12 responses are listed in 
the table below:
 
	 Skill/Hobby	 	 ReSponSeS

 Cooking   98
 Teaching/Tutoring 81
 Gardening  62
 Writing   58
 Event Planning  48
 Photography  46
 Singing   44
 Music   43
 Art   35
 Computer Pgm/I.T. 29
 Wine Critic  28
 Painting   23

(note: multiple responses per congregant were allowed)
 

If you would like to take the lead and organize a special 
interest group around one or more of these areas, please contact 
the office and they can provide you a confidential list of congre-
gants.  There were many more topics, so if your interest is not 
listed above, still contact the office as there may be several other 
congregants who share your interest.

 The other goal of the survey was to gather feedback from 
the congregation on topics such as preferences for services times, 
communications methods, and themed services.  More informa-
tion on the skills and hobbies, as well as these other findings will 
be presented at the Town Hall Meetings on January 27 & 30, and 
in future Connections.  So please stay tuned.

David Mimeles, Board of Trustees

Michelle Mighdoll, 
oldest daughter of 
Temple members 
David and Linda 
Fox Mighdoll, and 
granddaughter of 
Marvin and Joan Fox, 
participated in the Pan 
American Maccabi 
games in Buenos 
Aires, Argentina 
.Michelle competed 
in the triathalon, 
winning 1st in her 
age group (21-25) and 
2nd overall, losing 
only to Shana Novak 

who will be competing for Israel in the Olympics in Beijing this 
summer! Michelle also ran the half-marathon two days later 
with the intention of just participating, but her competitive spirit 
shone through and she again won the race in her age group 
and placed second to Shana. Michelle is planning to continue 
her training and hopes to compete in the Israeli Maccabi games 
in the summer of 2009, the 4th largest international sporting 
competition in the world (after the World Cup and winter and 
summer Olympics).

Michelle is a graduate of Temple Emanu-El Religious and 
Hebrew Schools, and was called to Torah as a Bat Mitzvah at our 
synagogue.  She also attended the JCC preschool and Yavneh 
Day School.  A 2004 graduate of Saratoga High School, she is 
currently a senior at the University of Pennsylvania, Wharton 
School of Business, concentrating in health care management 
and policy with a minor in biological nutrition.  Michelle is grate-
ful to Rabbi Magat’s Discretionary Fund and several members 
of the congregation, who helped underwrite a portion of her 
participation fee.

Michelle Mighdoll Represents 
U.S. at Maccabi Games in 

Argentina
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New Members
We welcome the following families to our congregation:

Edith Argabrite
‘rhette Marsh

Debbie Katzman�

One of the first songs I learned as a child in Hebrew school 
was “Hineh mah tov umah naim/Shevet achim gam yachad”.  
Those words, “Behold how good and how pleasant for people to 
dwell together in unity” can’t begin to describe what it was like 
for me at the recent URJ Biennial in San Diego, where I celebrat-
ed Shabbat with 5000 other Reform Jews.

Outside the massive San Diego Convention Center were 
all the signs of the upcoming holiday: Christmas trees, red and 
green lights, festive decorations, stores filled with the sounds of 
Christmas, while inside 5000 of us were praying, singing, danc-
ing, and experiencing an incredible sense of our community, with 
not a jingle bell in sight.

Communal worship on such a grand scale was amazing 
and wonderful, but what made it even more special was to share 
it with members of our own Temple Emanu-El mishpocha, Rabbi 
Magat, Dawn Chaffin, and Judith Stubbs

Back home after 5 days of great experiences, I thought 
about all of the many types of opportunities we have here at 
Temple Emanu-El for the joy and meaning of communal wor-
ship, 

Of course there’s the beauty and deep spirituality of High 
Holy Days, but every Friday night there are so many different ex-
periences: music and song with Meeka, Ask the Rabbi, and many 
upcoming themed services.

And the kids - is there a better way to see the future of the 
Reform movement than to attend one of the Family services and 
see our own kids Aleph through Dalet, little kids through teen-
agers, leading services? Even those of us without children love it 
at the end when the parents bless the children, and the children 
say “I love you” while placing their hands on their parents’ heads.

Our Saturday morning Minyan in the BFR is a great way 
to celebrate Shabbat - it’s a Shabbat service that starts at 9 AM, 
is usually over at 10 AM, and we can wear jeans while we hav-
ing an informal discussion of the weekly Torah portion. All are 
welcome and it’s a great way to get to know people in a relaxed 
setting.

For those who love the outdoors, we have Shabbat in 
Nature including the Camping Shabbat - other great ways to 
worship together and enjoy the beauty of our area.

Special services for holidays - too many to mention here, 
and the memorial, Yizkor, services - a service that has its own 
beauty and communal feeling. Those of us who have experienced 
the loss of a loved one find great comfort in this service, some-
how made a little easier through the sharing of it with others. 

The Biennial experience was truly wonderful, but it also 
made me remember that we are blessed to have so many ways 
here “to dwell in unity,” in worship, song, silence, joy and beauty, 
with our own Emanu-El mishpocha.

Laura Danoff-Robinson, for the Ritual Community

Ritual Committee
Hineh Mah Tov

Women’s Philanthropy 
Connections Luncheon: 

Temple Honors Two
Sunday, March 9, 2008, marks the 25th - Silver Anniversary 

of the Women’s Philanthropy Connections program. Prior hon-
orees spanning 24 previous years will be recognized at this very 
special luncheon at the Fairmont Hotel.

Temple Emanu-El has nominated 
two women this year as our 2008 hon-
orees:  Barbara Berlant, our Woman of 
Distinction, and Jacqueline Haggerty, our 
Young Woman of Distinction.

In the short time since Barbara re-
tired from working in the for profit sector, 
she has made herself indispensable as a 
volunteer here at the synagogue, leading 
a committee for the successful Rhinestone 
Cowboy fund raiser, making sure the 
Caring Committee got off to a strong start, 
and participating in the Tikkun Olam 

Committee, as well as being an active member of Women of 
Temple Emanu-El.  Barb is also being honored at the luncheon 
for her work with Jewish Family Service where she helped found 
and currently chairs Knitzvah, an enthusiastic and generous 
group of knitters, crocheters and sewers from throughout the 
community.  Many of you are acquainted with Barbara, who has 
been an active member of Temple Emanu-El for almost 40 years.  
Her children were raised here and her husband, Mort, served 
on many committees, the Board of Trustees, and as Brotherhood 
President.  

Jacqueline is starting her philanthropic career, and unani-
mously won approval as the Temple’s young honoree.  Since 
moving to this area three years ago, she has enjoyed the enrich-
ment of her Hebrew education, is excited about her Bat Mitzvah 
and the study her Jewish heritage. Jacqueline volunteers in the 
Religious School office and as a madricha in religious school 
classes. Jacqueline led the confirmation class in creating and 
distributing Purim mishloach manot bags for Temple members 
and those who cannot get out. She has attended Jewish reli-
gious services wherever she has lived including Iowa, Wisconsin, 
Illinois, Nevada, and Hawaii. Now Jacqueline and her family are 
members of Temple Emanu-El. 

There will be a Temple Emanu-El table at the Connections 
luncheon on March 9th.  If you would like to be seated with your 
fellow congregants, please contact the Temple office for ticket 
information.

TEMPLE EMANU-EL RELIGIOUS 
SCHOOL

2008 PASSOVER SALE
Featuring

Barton’s Passover candy and
Promise Haggadahs

Deadline to return forms and payment:  February 10th



10

Greetings to our friends at
Temple Emanu-El

Philip L. Hammer
State Bar Certified Family Law Specialist

HAMMER & JACOBS
Attorneys At Law

100 West Santa Clara Street, Suite 600, San Jose, CA 95113
Tel: 408-297-8400    Fax: 408-297-8488

W e d d i n g s
B a r / B a t M i t z v a h s

P i c n i c s

408.945.7930
408.945.9340 Fax

ww w.dnl-catering.com

Steve Goldstone
Chef Owner

steve@dnl-catering.com

CATERING
D'N'L

Israeli (Sephardic) Recipes
European (Ashkenazic) Recipes

Kosher Style or Kosher
Meat, Dairy & Vegetarian Menus
Event Planning & Coordination

Save the Date:
Shabbat in Nature

Saturday, April 5th
Black Oak Group Picnic Area, Uvas 

Canyon Park
Minyan Service at 10:30 a.m.

Plan to spend as much of Shabbat 
at the Park as you like.  The site is 

reserved for the entire day (8:00 a.m. 
to Sunset)

Community Events
Save the Date:  Sunday, March 30
Hats Off to Hadassah Luncheon at the Fairmont Hotel 

A festive fashion show and brunch, sponsored by Sharone 
Hadassah of the South Bay, will be held at Congregation 
Sinai (1532 Willowbrae Avenue, San José) on Sunday, February 
17, 2008 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. A fundraiser for the new Sarah 
Wetsman Davidson Tower of the Hadassah Hospital at Ein 
Kerem, Jerusalem, the event includes a brunch and silent auction. 
Jewelry made by teen artisans at the Hadassah Youth Aliyah 
village at Hadassah Neurim will be on sale, as will fashions 
presented by Designer’s Corner of San José and Tassels of Los 
Gatos. The fee for the event is $45. For more information, please 
contact Barb Green at (408) 226-7894 or greenbarb45@gmail.
com.

The Widow, Widower and Singles of the Silicon Valley JCC is 
marking its first year anniversary.  Starting with the New Year, 
the group will meet at 1:00 p.m. on the last Thursday of every 
month (unless otherwise noted) at the APJCC in Los Gatos.  It 
is open to active seniors who are widows, widowers, or singles.  
Call Norma Slavit for more information at 253-7200.  

“It would be my 
pleasure to be your 

Realtor!”

Seniors Real Estate Specialist (SRES)
Quality Service Certified (QSC)

Mary Cohen

(408) 981-2955 Cell

In appreciation of your business and 
referrals,  a donation  will be made to 
Temple Emanu-El at close of escrow.
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Donations
Thank you to the following congregants and friends who remembered Temple Emanu-El with their generous contributions.  
Donations made after January 15, 2008 will be listed in the March issue of Connections.

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
In memory of Peter Goldstein and Yetta Seldon
 Martin and Rita Seldon
In memory of Jean Gambord
 Robert and Wanda Pollack
In memory of Sarah Rosenberg
 Sidney and Doris Rosenberg
In memory of Howard Lubarsky
 Jean Lubarsky
Get well wishes to Joe Loren
 Ed and Margie Cahn
Happy Birthday to Ellen Terrell
 Paula Noordeen
In memory of Ernesto, Ester and Raul Schkolnick 
and Rafael, Regina and Jose Messina
 Mario and Catalina Schkolnick
Happy Birthday to Ginny Siegler
 Selma Karchem
In appreciation of Meeka Simerly
 Frieda Forster
In memory of Rebecca Sachs
 Seema and Robert Jaffee
In memory of Elias Cohen
 Gertrude Lepler
In memory of Herman Gusdorf
 Frank Gusdorf
In memory of Michael Fain, Leon Scheier, Philip 
Rosenberg and Faye Rittberg
 Sid and Doris Rosenberg
In honor of Ray and Bobi Levine’s 50th wedding 
anniversary
 Judith Siegel
 Dorothy Weber
 Judith Sack
In memory of Morris Nissman
 Bernice Vitcov
In memory of Shaney Raphael
 Al, Lorie and Shari Kaplan
In memory of Sylvia Saslaw and Helene Graff
 Rick and Sherry Graff
In memory of Jacob Rosenbaum
 Joe Rosenbaum
Donation
 Richard and Jane Greco
 The Villages Jewish Group
 Maxwell and Kristin Johnson
 Humberto and Andrea Chacon

Cantorial Discretionary Fund
In appreciation of Meeka Simerly
 Bobbi Lotman 
Donation
 Scott and Judy Alberts
 Humberto and Andrea Chacon

General Fund
In memory of Al Greenberg
 Sandy and Barbara Rosenthal
Happy Birthday to Robert and Wanda Pollack
 Marvin and Joan Fox
Happy Birthday to Charles Atlas
 Len and Jane Jacobson
In memory of William B. Gizang
 Philip and Roma Green
In memory of Michel Stein
 Ruth Krandel
In honor of Marvin and Joan Fox’s anniversary
 Larry, Audrey, Hannah and Carter Fox
In memory of Rae Ostrow
 Monica Katz
In memory of Jacob Feldman
 Louise Greenberg
In honor of Arthur and Idelle Cagan’s 60th 
anniversary
 Louise Wilk
Get well wishes to Joe Loren
 Jerry and Claire Barnhart
Happy birthday to Ginny Siegler
 Bill and Judy Hoffman

In honor of Ray and Bobi Levine’s 50th wedding 
anniversary
 Ruth Krandel
 Alice Wald and Paul Overmyer
 Merv and Hedy Durlester
 In memory of Abraham Axelrad and Lee Axelrad
 Bernard Axelrad
In memory of Dale Sprintz
 David and Sherri Wiesner
In memory of Clara Weinstein
 Judee Weinstein
In honor of Ginny Siegler’s Birthday
 Judy and Bill Hoffman
Donation
 Debra Stein
 Henry and Debra Watkins
 Harriet Siegel
 Joe and Michele Gabriel
 Peter Stout and Beth Bottos
 Philip and Susan Hammer
 Louise Horenstein
 Leonid Eliosov

Alvin Ravel Memorial Garden Fund
In memory of William Marvin Ravel
 Corinne Ravel Retchin

Beverly Jordan Temple Beautification Fund
In memory of Richard Levin
 Sydney Levin
Choir Fund
In memory of Bernard Becker
 Bob and Maggie Cant 

Campership Fund
In memory of Samuel N. Rubin
 Jake and Pauline Braunstein
In memory of Maxwell Ibsen
 Helen B. Ibsen
  
Facilities for the Aged Fund
In memory of Albert and Melitta Tidwell
 Steve Keller and Michelle Tidwell
High Holy Day Fund
Donation
 Jane Schwartz

JoAnne Salomon Tehrani Homeless Fund
In memory of Shaney Raphael
 Millie Segal

Judith Jurman Omens Cemetery Beautification 
Fund
In memory of Irving Kass and Anna Chusid
 Libby Kass
In memory of Seymour B. Rock and Max Polsky
 Frances K. Powell
In memory of Alan Singer
 Selma Karchem 
In memory of Alene Goldberg
 Larry and Michael Goldberg and Wendy  
 Cohn

Kenneth Gordon Children’s Prayerbook Fund
In memory of Kenneth Gordon
 Joe and Marcia Riggio
 Michelle and Chris Eaton
  
Lou and Clara Juren Library Fund
In memory of Jules S. Loventhal
 Gloria Loventhal and Richard Pederson

Milton Fox Campership Fund
Donation
 Robert and Ruth Fox

Phyllis Matzner Campership Fund
In memory of Shaney Raphael
 Bruce and Helen Matzner

Phyllis Omel Junior Choir Fund
In memory of Samuel Handloff
 Eugene and Marilyn Handloff

Prayerbook Fund
In memory of Ben Benson
 Lawrence and Ruth Ross
Donation
 Alan Weissberger

Betty Rinsler Religious School Fund
In memory of Min Lotman
 The Gourmet Group
In memory of Lois Schneer and Norm Silver
 Arthur and Marilyn Silver
In memory of Lois Schneer
 Joan Singer
Donation
 Stephen and Christine Sedler

Religious School Fund
In memory of Mary Stoll
 Judith Siegel

Religious School Enrichment Fund
In honor of Ray and Bobi Levine’s 50th wedding 
anniversary
 Leonard and Deborah Schreibstein

Weintraub Religious School Scholarship Fund
Donation
 Cecil and Nanette Weintraub 
 
School Building Renovation Fund
In memory of Murray and Jean Bernstein
 Allan and Judith Bernstein
In memory of Bernard Siegler
 Ginny and Manny Siegler
In memory of Zelda Heitner and Eugene Weiss
 Steve and Arlene Greenberg
In memory of Mark Leon
 Steve and Arlene Greenberg
In memory of Bob Krandel
 Debbie Sommer
In honor of Mikael Ress-Nathan’s college graduation
 Ethel Ress
In memory of Sylvia Weissman
 Margaret Cooper
In honor of Ray and Bobi Levine’s wedding 
anniversary
 Manny and Ginny Siegler
Donation
 David and Janet Berg
 Stephen Reiss and Mike Krown
 Marc and Joy Powell
 Mike and Leslie Saviage
 Eric and Kelly Snider
 Robert Teeter and Michelle Geary
 Peter Cocotas and Kathryn Sucher
 John Miller
 Ed and Margie Cahn
 Neil and Nancy Frank
 Enrique and Molly Guadiamos
 Mike Krown and Steve ReissGordon and  
 Barbara Weingarten
 Ilana Westerman
 Janis Decker
 Selma Karchem
 David Ledwitz
 Dan and Shirley Lee
 Randy and Jackie Levinson
 Jay and Julie Ross
 Sherman and Lois Zell

Shank-Rockman Family Sound System Fund 
In memory of Linda Stuart
 Joan Singer
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Annie Rubenstein
Realtor

12988 Saratoga/Sunnyvale Road
Saratoga, CA 95070

South Building

Office 408.741.1111 Ext. 309
Direct 408.913.7909
Cell 408.914.8037
arubenstein@apr.com
annier1@comcast.net

apr.com

Make Your Event

Whether your occasion is intimate or grand, elegant or
outrageous, we transform the space in any venue into a
larger than life experience. We work with you to create
the perfect theme—as your professional designer,
decorator, and balloon artist we take your challenges and
make it your success!

Relax and let us make you feel like a guest at your own event!
www.ambdesigns.com

Call your Event Designer, Amy Blach, CBA
408-942-0852

Classic
Balloon Décor

Sculptures
Custom

centerpieces
Special Effects

Mitzvahs WeddingsAny Special
Occasion

One of the surprising things about 
writing an article on someone you know 
is that you realize how little you actually 
know about them!  Such was my experience 
when I recently met with long time temple 
member, and my friend, David Wiesner. 
Although David and I see each other often 
at our Havurah events and other functions, 
like most busy adults, we are always focused 
in the moment and never find the time to fill 
in the blanks of our past. This column, which 
is about filling in those details and learning 
the stories of the people who make up our 
temple family, gave me an opportunity to 
discover more about my friend and to share 
him with you now.

David has been at Temple Emanu-El since he was 8 years 
old, when his family moved here from Southern California. They 
immediately joined a havurah and the families who were part of 
that group, became, and in many cases still are, David’s extended 
family.  David warmly recalls that the havurah events were very 
focused on the children and it was rare for a family to miss one. 
The havurah provided a nourishing and enriching environment 
that helped shape David’s strong Jewish identity.  

David attended Temple Emanu-El’s religious school and 
had his Bar Mitzvah with Rabbi Levy. That same year, the temple 
started the first post Bar Mitzvah classes for confirmation.  David 
took the 8th and 9th grade religious school classes simultaneously 
and was confirmed a year early.  

Like many Reform Jewish children raised here in the 60’s 
and 70’s, David spent several summers at Camp Swig. Little did 
he know that his future wife and her brother were helping in the 
camp kitchen or that many members from our havurah, my hus-
band included, were also campers there.

David attended high school in Sunnyvale and around this 
time his passion for cooking, which was influenced by his mother, 
first surfaced. He cooked meals for his family and loved organizing 
and cooking for the family barbeques, holidays and other social 
events.

David’s first restaurant job was at 
Chuckie Cheese’s Store #1, the site that 
started the franchise. Over the years, he had 
numerous jobs in the industry.  Although 
he obtained a history degree from San Jose 
State with plans to become a teacher, he 
quickly realized that restaurant life was more 
lucrative and suited his nature better.

In 1996, David started working at 
Hawg’s restaurant in Campbell, where he 
ultimately became a partner. One day, a 
customer came in who he recognized for 
her striking green eyes, but could not place. 
The two realized that they knew each other 
from Temple Emanu-El where Sherri Geeser 
had also grown up.  The rest, as they say, is 

history.  
In 2000, David and Sherri were married at Temple Emanu-El.  

In 2004, Rabbi Magat performed the baby naming of their daughter 
Samantha, who now attends the Temple’s preschool. David’s father, 
Joel and his wife Shirley, as well as David’s brother and sister-in-
law, Craig and Linda and their children are also temple members.

 David is extremely thankful for Temple Emanu-El and he 
views it as a privilege to give back when the Temple needs it.  He 
recently donated wine and other beverages to the Rhinestone 
Cowboy event, and he has given his time and food frequently over 
the years. 

In 2007, David became the chef and sole owner of Siena 
Bistro, a restaurant in Willow Glen, which gives him the chance 
to bring together his love of cooking with his desire to personally 
know his customers.  The restaurant counts many temple members 
among its regulars who come not just for the delicious cuisine, but 
for the warmth and congeniality of its owner.  These were details 
about David that did not surprise me.

Lynn Offenhartz, for the Membership Committee

Meet Our Members: David Weisner
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Birthdays and Anniversaries: Following are December and January congregational birthdays and anniversaries.  If your 
name isn’t listed here, it is because we don’t have it on record.  Please be in touch with the office to provide us correct information.
Happy Birthday and Happy Anniversary to each of you.  May you be blessed with a year of goodness and fulfillment.

February Birthdays
2 Jody Hoop
 Linda Blauner
 Dan Winter
3 Nancy Lesser
 Michele Marsh
 Sherman Zell
6 Joel Gerston
 Gerald Prizant
7 Andrew Hirsch
 Ruth Pangilinan
8 David Mimeles
9 Jenny Shain
10 Mac Makhni
 Sura Weiner
11 Nancy Lindley

12 Anita Medeiros
 Manny Siegler
 Marissa Weinstock
13 Marci Gerston
 William Mauskopf
15 Harriet Saltzman
16 Roberta Handen
 Jean Lubarsky
19 Michael Cahn
 Joseph Decker
 Burt Epstein
20 Al Kaplan
 William Mowry
 Harriet Reisner
21 Humberto Chacon
22 Gordon Weingarten

23 Bunny Roth
24 Ilana Westerman
25 Ester Burton
 Uri Gottfeld
 Dena Horeff
 Pearl Schneiderman
 Henry Stein
27 Al Kadis
 Dan Lee
28 Allan Bernstein
 Linda Mighdoll

February Anniversaries
10 Rubin and Arlene   
 Jurman
 David and Esther Reiser
18 Bruce and Cindy Fox
20 Daniel and Connie Carr
25 Gordon and Pearl   
 Schneiderman
28 Gary and Janet Katz

Oneg Shabbat Hosts
DeCembeR 7
Greg and Mimi Paulsen
DeCembeR 14
Ron and Kristi Blumstein; Julie Moore; Andrew and Amy Lynne 
Sandler; WOTE Bakeshop
DeCembeR 21
Idelle and Arthur Cagan, In honor of their 60th anniversary
DeCembeR 28
The family and friends of Bobi and Ray Levine, in honor of their 
50th anniversary
JAnuARy 11
Leannn and Mac Makhni in memory of Leann’s father, Milton 
Cherkasky; Lois and Steve Matusow in memory of Steve’s father, 
Alan Matusow and Steve’s grandparents’ Rose and Jack Smith.
JAnuARy 18
Choir Fund, in honor of Shabbat Shira
JAnuARy 25
Mitzi, Judith and Ernie Sapper (in memory of Gerald Sapper), 
Fagie Rosen (in memory of her sister, Shanie Raphael), Rita 
Loren (in memory of her husband, Joe), Janis Decker, Lorie 
Kaplan, The Haggerty Family.

April 12
6:30-11:00 p.m.

All Jewish High Schoolers for a fun-filled 
night of fun and music with

Jewish friends
Questions/RSVP to 

Brian.Winter@earthlink.net

EESY HYPHY DANCE!
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Home of Peace
A Cemetery and Mausoleum

South Bay Area’s only Jewish-owned Cemetery, 
Mausoleum and Columbarium.

Call for an appointment to discuss pre-need arrangements.

Wayne Rose, Administrator
408-297-3636

Founded 1853
Owned and Operated by Temple Emanu-El of San Jose

The cemetery is located at Monterey Highway and Curtner Avenue.

Introducing the JCC 
Social Membership! 

14855 Oka Road, Los Gatos, CA 95032 
408.356.4973 | www.svjcc.org | membership@svjcc.org 

• $300 per year for a family membership, or 
    $200 for an individual membership 
 • Discounts on programs & classes, including 
    camps & swim lessons 
 • Discount passes to the Fitness & Aquatics Centers 
 • Free use of the Aquatics Center on Sundays 
 • $200 of your Family fee ($100 of your Individual  
    fee) is tax-deductible

Yes! I want to place my order for:
# of leaves ______ @ $218 = __________
# of small rocks ______ @ $500 = ______
# of large rocks_______@$750 = _______
Enclosed is my check made out to Temple Emanu-El.
Inscription:

    
          



         
             

Is eScrip a Mitzvah?
On Mitzvah Day Shari and I had a table filled with eScrip 

signup forms, signs, hats and various “tools of the trade”. Four 
people performed an ongoing mitzvah by registering their credit/
debit/Macy’s and/or Safeway cards.  After seeing the merchant 
lists, they were surprised at the number of stores and restaurants 
on the list that they already frequent.  They realized what an easy 
and painless way this is to make a contribution.

Thank you to all our new supporters, and, of course, to our 
265 current eaters and shoppers for Temple. We’ve been averag-
ing close to $400 every month; some months reap us more. In 
2006 the total was over $5,000. We hope to top that figure for 
2007 once the final reports are in.  My shopping at Lunardi’s and 
Safeway alone usually average over $600 monthly.

Please stay connected to Temple in a special way by joining 
our list of supporters who take pleasure in doing a mitzvah for 
us just by shopping and eating at our generous merchants. Go 
to www.escrip.com to sign up: Temple’s ID # is 136985180 or call 
me and I’ll do it for you. Now, how easy is that? You don’t want 
to be the only congregant not on my list!

Lorie Kaplan, eScrip coordinator Maven
408.267.4563
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1010 University Avenue
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www.sanjosetemple.org
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boaRd	of	TRuSTeeS

	officeRS

President Ruth Krandel. . . ruthkrandel@yahoo.com
V.P., Administration Pam Schuur. . . pamela.schuur@comcast.net
V.P., Ritual, Education, and Youth Nancy Weintraub. . . 
 nancyweintraub@sbcglobal.net
V.P. Membership Enrique Guadiamos . . . molrique@earthlink.net
Treasurer Steve Krandel. . . skrandel@sbcglobal.net
Secretary Dan Lee... dan.shirleylee@sbcglobal.net 
Past President Barry Cohen. . . cohenbarry@aol.com

TRuSTeeS

auxiliaRy	pReSidenTS	and	co-pReSidenTS

Brotherhood Jonathan Hirshon and Stephen Reiss. . . 
sreiss@bergerlewis.com

Sisterhood Anita Medeiros. . . ajmedeiros@comcast.net
XYZ Claire Barnhart. . . doc-j@sbcglobal.net
EESY Brian Winter. . . brian.winter@earthlink.net

STanding	commiTTeeS

Adult Education Marci Gerston.... mgerston@aol.com
Dues Bob Hersch. . . RobertHersch@sbcglobal.net
Facilities Uri Gottfeld. . . uri@urimechanical.com
Membership Kim Jackman. . . kbjsanjose@yahoo.com
Religious School Robin Hurwitz. . . travelmaven@gmail.com
Ritual Evann Aronoff . . . aronoff@att.net
         Ginny Hoffman. . . ginny032849@yahoo.com
Social Action/Tikkun Olam Rich Albert. . . richalbert@comcast.net

Temple Emanu-El
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															STaff

Dana L. Magat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Senior Rabbi
rabbimagat@templesanjose.org

Joseph Gitin, D.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rabbi Emeritus
Meeka Simerly . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cantor Intern

meekantor@templesanjose.org
Wayne Rose  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cemetery Administrator

wrose@sinaichapel.org
Jane Jacobson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Temple Administrator

jjacobson@templesanjose.org
Barbara Smead. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Preschool Director

barbara@templesanjose.org
Paula Marsh . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Religious School Principal

paula@templesanjose.org
Hila BarZion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Youth Group Advisor

barzion@hotmail.com
Deborah Zimmer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Member Services Coordinator

dvorazim@templesanjose.org
MaryAnn Orlowski . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bookkeeper

morlowski@templesanjose.org
Marcy Weiss . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Administrative Assistant

mweiss@templesanjose.org
Beth Roellig  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Administrative Assistant

school@templesanjose.org

Mark Cahn
Laura Danoff-
Robinson
Marci Gerston
Jonathan Hirshon

David Mimeles
Greg Turetsky
Dawn Chaffin
Gerry Gassman
Uri Gottfeld

Kim Jackman
Karen Levine
Joe Riggio

We note with sorrow the passing of

Michel Stein
Min Lotman, mother-in-law of Bobbi Lotman
Dale Sprintz, mother of Mike Sprintz (Millie)
Edy Port, aunt of Sue Timpson (Ron)
Shany Raphael, sister of Fagie Rosen
Harry & Ruth Yaffee, uncle and aunt of Bobi Levine (Ray)
Zelda Levine, wife of Mel Levine
Joan Erlich, mother of Stacey Hendler Ross (Roger)
Joe Loren, husband of Rita Loren
Helene Malek, sister of Suzanne Boxer-Gassman

Yahrzeits
FebRuARy 1
George H. Barnett, Harry Berman, Louis D. Berman, Ellen Bonnema, Princess 
Braithwaite, Phineas Clayton, Wolfgang Danziger, Claire Duke, Alice Emrich, 
John Fearno, Rena Friedland, Rose Gorenberg, David Herlich, Norman Jackman, 
Pauline Kessler, Leo Lee, Frank Lynn, Ted Purwin, Philip Reiter, Murray Segal, 
Charlotte Stein, Hannah Weiner, Robert Gary Weiner, Ann Wiener, Al Winter, 
Jacob Zarchin

FebRuARy 8 yAhRzeiTS
Belle Aronowitz, Clara Cohen, Sylvia E. Freed, Louis Friedman, Sarah Friedman, 
Flora Kass, George Koster, Sylvia Lane, Julia Levin, Seymour Levine, Michael 
David Lotman, Anna Macdonald, Hugo Matzner, Beatrice May, Lucille Medeiros, 
Rachel Muslin, Mina H. Osborn, Cora Ravizza, Herman Rodoff, Dr. Alexander 
Rogozen, Elaine Rubenstein, Alfred Sabinsky, David Saxon, Harold Siegel, 
Evelyn Singer, Julius Stein, Bernie Stern, Beverley Strong, Stanley Turnbull, Mayer 
Zeidenweber

FebRuARy 15 yAhRzeiTS
Lillian R. Ackerman, Joseph Harry Berg, Israel Borts, Betty Burton, Daniel 
Cunningham, Sydney B. Davis, Alexander Faverman, Jon Gassman, Sadye Gizang, 
Sylvia Goldberg, Helene Graff, Jack Green, Mark Hammer, Shirley Asch Handloff, 
Moses Katz, Yetta Konits, Robert Krandel, Robert Krandel, Violet Landers, Sadie 
Lavin, Theodore Lavin, Marsha Lax, Nathan Leon, Jerrold Levitt, Jeanette Lewon, 
Joseph Lutvak, Thomas Mahoney, Albert Miller, Frieda Padnick, Dr. Sanford Pelz, 
Frank Schwartz, Belle Segal-Katz, Pauline Katz Senders, Eva Siemon, Lee Robert 
Silverman, Max Simon, Sylvia Teitelbaum Fowler, Allan Weinstein, John Wilbur, 
Cameron Zwern

FebRuARy 22 
Florence Carol Avrech-Gambord, Harold Leroy Barnes, Frederick Bass, Irene 
Bernard, Mollye Blumstein, Philip Freiberg, Steven Friedman, Joseph Garshon, 
Irving Gendzel, Dorothy Goldfarb, Leon Grant, Irma Hartfield, Lillian Hayfer, Paul 
Hayfer, Morris Kaplan, Abraham Katz, Irving Kotlier, Jeanette Lutvak, William 
Micklin, Harry Miller, Sarah Herd Miller, Samuel Padnick, Betty Rinsler, Isadore 
Rosenthal, Morris Saslaw, Elsie Saul, Stanley Schneider, Marty Schwartz, Daviene 
Shklar, Mae Siegel, Bill Sieverling, Ann Sogolow, Rose Weinberg, Rose Zacker

FebRuARy 29
Melvin Davidson, Ida Dwosken, Helen Faverman, Fannie O. Goldberg, Gerald 
Grayson, George Grossman, Larry Grossman, Harry Hirsch, Mary Ann Kaisel, 
Phillip Kass, Flossie Krandel, Marcia Morris, Meyer Novak, Louis Osiel, Sarah 
Prymak, Nathaniel Ratner, Hilda Rosenberg, Samuel Rubin Schorr, Sid Silverman, 

Get the Discount!
Advance Purim Carnival tickets

will be on sale
Sunday, February 24, March 2 & 9 

4 for $1    25 for $5
Pre-order box lunches too!
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Temple Emanu-El List of Funds

General Fund 
Annual Maintenance Fund

Rabbi Joseph Gitin and Rosalie Carl Gitin Fund
(In Honor of Rabbi Joseph Gitin and

In Memory of Rosalie Carl Gitin)
School Building Renovation Fund     

(listed below by category in alphabetical order)
Memorial Funds:

Andrew Apte Temple Historical Fund
Lollie Brickner Media Center Fund

Harold Cahn Prayerbook Fund
Michael Elman Campership Fund

Milton Fox Campership Fund
Ralph Goldeen Library Fund

Kenneth Gordon Children’s Prayerbook Fund
Beverly Jordan Temple Beautification Fund

Lou & Clara Juren Library Fund

Ida F. Kragen Consecration and Caring Fund
Herbert Marchick High Holy Day Fund

Phyllis Matzner Campership Fund
Phyllis Omel Jr. Choir Fund

Judith Jurman Omens Cemetery Beautification Fund 
Alvin Ravel Garden Fund

Betty Rinsler Religious School Endowment Fund
JoAnne Salman-Tehrani Homeless Fund
Winnie Schare Interfaith Shabbat Fund

Maurice Tucker High Holy Day Music Fund

Other Tribute Funds:
Adult Education Fund

Bertram Berns Music Fund
Campership Fund

Cantorial Discretionary Fund
Caring Fund

Choir Fund
Facilities for the Aged Fund

Leonard and Bernice Gaon Campership Fund
Israel Scholarship Fund
Prayerbook Tribute Fund

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Religious School Fund

Religious School Scholarship Fund
Shank-Rockman Sound System Fund

Tzedakah Fund
Weintraub Religious School Scholarship Fund

Other Tribute Donations:
Memorial Plaque - $600 each

Sanctuary Chair Plaque - $400 each
Tree of Life
Leaf - $218

Small rock - $500
Large rock - $750

Have you gotten your order form 
yet?  If not, look for it to arrive very 

soon!!!

2008 Confirmation Class
Fund Raising & Service Project

Shelach Manot Bags

Send them to your friends @ 
$3.50/bag or $200 for everyone in 
the temple.
To be picked up at the Temple 
over the pre-Purim Weekend

March 14-15-16

Deliveries to the homebound 
- can you help by driving?

Let all who are hungry
come and eat.

Do you have room at your first seder 
for a guest or two?

It may be someone who is new to Judaism, 
or new to the area, without family with whom to 

share the holiday.

Please send an email to admin@templesanjose.org or 
call the office, 292-0939.  Indicate how many you can 

accomodate and if you would welcome children.

We remember the Exodus from Egypt every Shabbat 
with the blessing over the wine.  We tell the story 
every year.  Make this a memorable year for your 

family and someone else.

First Seder is Saturday, April 19.


