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The Torah is a tree of life to those who hold fast to it



Schedule of Services
Friday, April 4
7:15 PM  Erev Shabbat Family Service
Campership Shabbat
(Aleph and Grade 4)

Saturday, April 5
No minyan at Temple
10:00 AM  Shabbat in Nature
Uvas Canyon Park

Friday, April 11
7:30 PM  Erev Shabbat Service:  L’Dor V’Dor Shabbat
honoring congregants who grew up at Temple Emanu-El
Classical Reform Service

Saturday, April 12
9:00 AM  Shabbat Morning Minyan
10:30 AM  Bat Mitzvah of Neely Shachal

Friday, April 18
6:00 PM  Tot Shabbat
7:30 PM  Erev Shabbat Service

Saturday, April 19
Erev Pesach:  First Seder
9:00 AM  Shabbat Morning Minyan

Sunday, April 20
9:00 AM  Pesach Morning Service

Friday, April 25
6:30 PM  Kabbalat Shabbat Service
(Deputy Consul Khaldi’s presentation postponed)

Saturday, April 26
Last Day of Pesach
9:00 AM  Shabbat Morning Minyan/Pesach Yizkor Service

Friday, May 2
7:15 PM  Erev Shabbat Family Service:
Teacher Appreciation Shabbat
(Grades 1 and 5)

Saturday, May 3
9:00 AM  Shabbat Morning Minyan
10:30 AM  Bat Mitzvah of Miranda Katz

Campership Shabbat
When Karen Greenberg Levine attended Temple Emanu-

El Religious School, she participated in Friday Shabbat ser-
vices.  One that she remembers vividly 
is a Campership Shabbat when it was 
announced that she had been awarded a 
camp scholarship.  What an honor... and 
off she went to camp the following sum-
mer with a smile on her face and carrying 
her flowered duffle bag.  We are returning 
to those days of yesteryear and holding a 

Campership Shabbat on Friday, April 4 when the 2008 winners 
will be announced.  We are very proud - of the young people 
who received these scholarships and of the creators of the schol-
arship funds from which the money came to finance them and of 
those generous donors who make contributions through the year 
to these funds.  That pretty much covers the gamut of the temple, 
doesn’t it!  

We are especially pleased that these announcements 
will be made on a first-Friday when our religious studies 
and Hebrew students will be leading services and will hear 
how they, too, might be awarded a scholarship to attend a Jewish 
camp.  How better to instill Jewish values and love for the Jewish 
People in young people.

Please join us for this warm and loving Shabbat service.  

L’Dor V’Dor Shabbat Service
Many of you remember the lovely Shabbat Service in 2007 

when we honored our members of long-standing... 25 years and 
more.  This year, we are honoring the children of the temple at 
a very special Shabbat service on Friday, April 11.  All congre-
gants who grew up at Temple Emanu-El and stayed or returned 
to the synagogue of their youth as their religious and spiritual 
home, have been invited to take part in services.  If you are one 
of these “children of Temple Emanu-El” and haven’t received a 
notice about the service, please identify yourself to the office... 
we would hate to reach the Monday after the service and learn of 
someone who should have been but wasn’t included.  

This is also Brotherhood Shabbat when our men’s club will 
lead us in prayer.  

A festive Oneg will follow the services and, once again, 
Scott Lasky will photograph the honorees.  The photo from last 
year’s event was featured in the next Jewish Community News 
(JCN), as will this one.  Photos may be purchased from Scott for 
a nominal amount.  These photos are such a treasure... Be sure 
you are among the attendees this year.

!
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President’s Column
An Unusual Experience

On February 29th, our Temple was very proud to have 
as our guest the national president of the Guardian 
Angels, Curtis Sliwa from New York City.  Mr. Sliwa 

has made it his mission for over 25 years to help make the 
streets in cities throughout our country and the world safe for 
its citizens.  He spoke to those of us from the Temple and the 
many ex-gang members and local volunteers who make up the 
Oakland Guardian Angels chapter about his passion to stop the 
proliferation of gangs here in San Jose.  A speaker with great 
charisma and a notable Brooklyn accent, he touched everyone 
with his stories of how he knew that his life was on the right 
path.  At present he is in demand as a speaker all over the 
country. This is partially because he hosts a 5-day a week early 
morning radio program on WABC in Manhattan that is the most 
popular program in that time slot.

Curtis Sliwa wishes to start a Guardian Angels chapter 
here in the San Jose area to help our local law enforcement deal 
with the large number of active gangs that are so dangerous.  It 
is difficult to get the local police behind the volunteer effort, but 
persistence seems to pay off with over 130 established chapters 
in the United States alone.  Most gang members remain in their 
respective gangs until they are in their thirties and ultimately end 
up in prison.  Two speakers from the Latino community spoke of 
their success dealing with young gang members who are trying 
to find their way in the world without belonging to gangs.  It was 
very touching to hear one local activist tell of his upbringing on 
the streets of Salinas where he was simply trying “to exist”.  This 
gentleman, Joseph Ortiz, is now ardently working with the city 
of San Jose on their Anti-Gang Task Force to help place these 
young people in a more productive atmosphere.  Another man 
from Victory Outreach Church is helping these members find 
their way back to an honest life.  Having spent years in a gang 
and in prison, he is a wonderful example to these young men 
and women who have turned their lives around.  Perhaps the lo-
cal speaker who touched me the most was a woman named Cora 
Pomalines who works for PACT, the organization with which we 
are involved here at Temple Emanu-El. She also volunteers with 
the Anti-Gang Task Force. Her message to these newly reformed 
people was one of love and inspiration.  She made them feel 
proud of themselves, and I for one realized how insulated my 
world is when it comes to the plight of the less fortunate in our 
valley.   As an aside, I hope some of you read in the Mercury-
News of the recent truce brought about between the two largest 
gangs in the Latino community: the Nortenos and Surenos.  
These local activists who spoke to us helped make that truce 
possible.  

To see many of the members of the two gangs sit together 
in our sanctuary was truly a rare moment.  To actually wit-
ness such volatile people trying to make their lives better was a 
most unusual experience.  During the question and answer part 
of the evening, we learned that Temple Emanu-El is the first 
faith-based organization to have invited the Guardian Angels 
and local leaders to speak.  I was so proud that this moment 
took place in our sanctuary where the presence of a higher force 
seemed to enhance the evening.  I am sure that most of those 
young people had never set foot in a synagogue, and I was very 
proud of Jonathan Hirshon and our Brotherhood members who 
welcomed them.  During the social hour we felt true gratitude 

toward us for hosting this unique evening. I am very eager to see 
how the city of San Jose moves ahead with a Guardian Angels 
chapter here to help us with this ever-growing crime problem of 
gangs. 

Once again your Temple rises to the occasion to introduce 
us to the community in which we live and to do our part to make 
it a better place to live.  Thank you to Brotherhood and especially 
to Jonathan Hirshon for broadening our horizons.  Those of us in 
attendance that night will never forget the meaningful message 
we received.  I am eagerly looking forward to the next interesting 
speaker in our Distinguished Lecture Series!

Ruth Krandel
ruthkrandel@yahoo.com

Mazel Tov
Peter Gelfand, first cellist with the Silicon Valley Symphony, 
participant in many chamber groups, music teacher and 
mentor, was selected as a 2008 Champion of Arts Education in 
the category of Champion Educator by the San Jose Office of 
Cultural Affairs and the Arts Commission.  

Congratulations, Peter!

Ritual Committee
Being a relatively new member of the Ritual Committee, I 

have enjoyed an eye-opening experience.  The committee is filled 
with passionate and dedicated members of our temple commu-
nity who are deeply invested in creating a series of meaningful 
religious experiences.  Many topics are discussed at our meetings 
and we have a wonderful working relationship with Rabbi Magat 
and Cantor Intern Meeka Simerly.  

Planning is underway for the May 2-3 overnight camping 
Shabbat in Nature at Sunset State Beach.  I can’t think of a better 
place to spend Shabbat than on the beach with friends and fam-
ily.  It is events like this that make Temple Emanu-El a warm and 
welcoming place that encourages people to experience Reform 
Judaism in many different ways.  

Please take advantage of our Saturday morning Minyan.  
It is a very different experience from our Friday night Shabbat 
services.  I am amazed and pleased by the number of lay lead-
ers who have embraced leading the morning service.  It is also a 
great place for our younger congregants to gain experience with 
Torah.  Over the next few months we will be receiving new sid-
durim for use in our Saturday morning Minyan.  This will be an 
opportunity for us to experience different liturgy and find things 
that work for us as a community.    I am looking forward to 
Passover and I hope you will all take the opportunity to experi-
ence the Pesach morning service at 8:00 a.m. on April 20th and 
the congregational Second Night Seder on April 20th at 5:00 p.m.

Mark Cahn
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We welcome new members to the 
congregation

• Larry and Audrey Fox (Hannah and Carter)
• Gary and Maria Mazo (Samuel, Sonia and Benjamin)
• Matthew Rissman (Sierra)

On the Heels of the 
Congregational Updates

By Pam Schuur

Since the financial picture at Temple is more stable than a 
year ago, our Congregational Update meetings at the end 
of January were more relaxed and the questions were less 

urgent.  Thankfully, we are all able to step back a bit and focus on 
longer-range visions.  While the questions covered a wide variety 
of topics, three major themes emerged.   

How can we better reach out to the unaffiliated Jews 
in our community?  There are so many ideas and so many ways 
for congregants to help.  The Board of Trustees is considering ap-
pointing a VP of Marketing who will bring discipline, energy and 
strategy to our outreach.  Our active Membership Committee, so 
ably chaired by Kim Jackman, is eager to explore every outreach 
idea.  Brotherhood’s Distinguished Speakers Series and Diaspora 
Dinners are already bringing unaffiliated Jews and non-Jews to 
our campus.  We need to publicize our great programming in 
broader media, and we need to update our website to make the 
incredible content more accessible and “user friendly.”  If you 
would like to help in any of these areas, please contact our VP of 
Membership, Enrique Guadiamos, at molrique@earthlink.net or 
408.257.2246.   Enrique will get you connected.

How can we modernize our facility?   There are so many 
areas that could benefit from some capital investment  - mak-
ing the bimah accessible to those with disabilities, updating the 
kitchen, dressing up the Temple House, air conditioning the 
Sanctuary, and on and on.   Uri Gottfeld and Bruce Frederick 
started a list of areas that need attention.   Joe Riggio and Karen 
Levine started the process of evaluating what improvements 
can be made in the short term and what projects will need more 
resources.  We are reaching out to the congregation for your 
ideas as we establish priorities and figure out ways to pay for 
what we need and want.  If you want to be involved in helping 
set priorities and making things happen, please contact our VP of 
Administration, Pam Schuur, at pamela.schuur@comcast.net or 
650.963.9103 so she can get you connected.

How can we assure the financial future of Temple 
Emanu-El?  Our temple is approaching its 150th anniversary 
as the anchor of Reform Judaism in the South Bay.    If we want 
to continue to be that cornerstone, the Board recognizes that 
we need to take a longer view.  Efforts are underway to form an 
Endowment Committee to encourage our members to leave gifts 
to Temple Emanu-El in their wills and trusts.   The Board intends 
to form a long-range planning committee to look at how to 
manage best for the future.  If you are interested in participating 
in either of these committees, please contact our President, Ruth 
Krandel, at ruthkrandel@yahoo.com or 408.266.5376 so she can 
get you connected.

Brotherhood

Brotherhood has had an amazing few months in which I 
have, sadly, been only partially involved. Several personal 
physical and business-related incidents have made them 

extremely challenging - the makings for a less than engaged co-
President.  I hope to rectify this now. 

The good news - our Board and co-President have taken 
up the reins in the meantime.  I am indebted to all of them for 
keeping Brotherhood ticking away.

In February, Brotherhood hosted what I believe to be one 
of the seminal events this Synagogue has ever been privileged 
to be part of.  More than 165 attendees graced our Shul with 
a roundtable discussion of San Jose’s gang problem, which 
included national talk radio host (and founder of the Guardian 

Angels) Curtis Sliwa, as well as 3 local digni-
taries actively involved in anti-gang activities.   
For those of you who couldn’t make it - you 
missed one of the most uplifting talks I have 
ever witnessed.  Our Board President, Ruth 
Krandel, goes into detail about the event in 
her column.  I am very, very proud to have 
been part of this amazing event - and we 
have more to come!    

Brotherhood continues its service to 
Temple in many ways - paying a major part of 
our first year’s dues in PACT for Social Action, 
organizing Diaspora Dinners (our dinner 
earlier this year profited more than $3000, 

thanks to you!), working with our Youth programs, clergy and 
more.  Our members are the backbone of Brotherhood, and we 
are planning new ways to provide them with recreational activi-
ties - poker games, bowling, inter-Brotherhood sports events, 
trips and more.   

If you aren’t a member - please join us.  Email brother-
hood@templesanjose.org and become a part of an organization 
that is at the very heart of our Synagogue and identity as Jewish 
men.   We also put out an amazing breakfast at our monthly 
meetings - if you’ve never sampled it, you should!  Several dif-
ferent smoked fish, fresh fruits, cheeses, desserts and more - all 
for our members.   The benefits of joining us are legion, the cost 
ludicrously small - less than $5 a month gets you in the door.  We 
have a lot to offer you and all you have to do is join.  Be as active 
- or as involved - as YOU choose to be.  We will be here to offer 
you what you need, when you want it.   

I thank you all for your continued support and best wishes.

– J  (co-Prez) H 

Blood Drive Update
More than 50 donors came to temple on February 24th, 

resulting in 39 units of usable blood.  Since each donation can 
be separated into at least three different components, Temple 
Emanu-El’s donors improved the quality of life for patients who 
needed approximately 117 blood products.  The recipients in-
cluded adults and children, for heart and lung transplants, bone 
marrow transplant, other heart surgeries, spinal surgery, liver 
failure and more.

Thank you to everyone who made an appointment or 
showed up to give the truly irreplaceable gift of life. And also to 
Philip Schwarz, who chaired the event.
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LAW OFFICE OF DERRYL H. MOLINA
Estate Planning – Elder Law – General Practice

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

1142 S. Winchester Blvd., Suite  B
San Jose, CA 95128

Phone: 408-244-4992

Email: attderryl@comcast.net
Derryl H. Molina
Attorney at Law

May 9 - AIPAC Shabbat
AIPAC Deputy Director Charlie Kirschner to Speak 

at Temple Emanu-El
Friday, May 9, 7:30 p.m. services are designated as AIPAC 

Shabbat.  Pacific Northwest Deputy Director, Charlie Kirschner 
will bring greetings and update worshipers on issues being ad-
dressed by the organization.  A festive Oneg will follow services.

Kirschner works with communities 
from Central California to Alaska, orga-
nizing political and grassroots efforts of 
pro-Israel activists.  His portfolio includes 
community organizing, strategic plan-
ning, Congressional lobbying, fundrais-
ing and leadership development.  He has 
spoken to numerous groups throughout 
the Western States about the U.S.-Israel 
relationship, Israel-related policy in 
Congress, and the geo-political climate of 
the modern Middle East.  

A graduate of Emory University in Atlanta with a degree 
in International Relations and Linguistics, focusing upon the 
Middle East and South Asia, he has studied at Tel Aviv University 
and conducted research on language policy, terrorism and ethnic 
violence.  

As a former AIPAC student activist, Charlie has a unique 
perspective upon grassroots pro-Israel activism.  Originally from 
Los Angeles, he has worked on Congressional campaigns in 
California and Georgia.  He turned his passion for politics into 
pro-Israel activism after visiting Israel on a Dorot Foundation 
grant.

The entire community is invited to attend the service at 
Temple Emanu-El, 1010 University Avenue, San Jose.  For more 
information, contact the temple at 292-0939 or visit the website 
at www.templesanjose.org. 

Save the Date for April 5 
Shabbat in Nature 

Saturday, April 5
Black Oak Group Picnic Area, 

Uvas Canyon Park
Minyan Service at 10:30 a.m.

Bring a dish for potluck lunch.  Stay as long as you like.
For information only, call Nancy at 650-694-4606 or Ginny, 

408-993-1139

Reserve now for the Shabbat in Nature Overnight
Saturday - Sunday, May 3-4th

Sunset State Beach (16 miles south of Santa Cruz)
Camp or come just for the day.  Space is limited.

To camp you must RSVP by April 14.  Contact Ginny 
(408.993.1139 or ginny032849@yahoo.com)

Camping is $15 per person, $45 per family.  Or come for the 
day and stay through dinner.  

Flyers with complete information available from the Temple 
offices or on the Shalom Table.

Bat Mitzvah 
Neely Shachal, daughter of Sue 
and Eli Shachal, will be called 
to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah 
on Saturday, April 12, 2008. The 
family invites the congregation to 
join them for this simcha.  Neely 
is a 7th grade honor student at 
Peterson Middle School where 
she is on the tennis team.  In her 
free time, Neely enjoys getting 
together with friends, cooking 
and playing with animals.  As a 
result of her passion for animals, 
Neely’s mitzvah project is 
collecting donations (blankets, 

towels, toys, money) for the animals in need at the Humane 
Society Silicon Valley and holding two bake sales at the Temple 
in March to raise money.  Neely lives with her parents and 
her rabbit, Marshmallow.  Her parents are very proud of her 
accomplishments and the hard work she has put in to get to 
this special occasion.  Neely is thrilled to celebrate this joyous 
occasion with her friends and family.

Congregational Annual Meeting

Mark your calendar for Tuesday, 
June 3 at 6:00 PM.

Election materials will be in the 
mail soon.
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Women of Temple Emanu-El
March Madness

March 1st a group gathered in the Temple House 
for another fun game night.  These nights are co-
sponsored by Brotherhood and the Women of Temple 

Emanu-El.  We enjoyed pizza, soft drinks and the MOST 
delicious potluck dishes we’ve ever had.  Come to our next game 
night in June and enjoy the fun, the food, the camaraderie and 
some old and new games!

Those of you who attended the Purim Carnival and tasted 
the fabulous hamentaschen have Maggie Newman and her crew 
to thank.  On the Thursday night before the carnival, Maggie, 
Peter Stout, Carol Lerner, Nani Noverita, Janis Decker and Judith 
Stubbs baked hamentaschen for all the children of our Religious 
School with enough left over to sell at the Purim Carnival.  
Sisterhood members have fun doing this every year.  

We had an extremely successful Open House Shabbat, 
thanks to our Chair, Ester Burton, her always cheerful assistant, 
Bob, and her table captains: Janis Decker and her daughter 
Rachael, Peggy Frederick, Sheila Gold, Margie Goodman, Lorie 
Kaplan and her daughter Shari, Shirley Lee, Ilene Levine, Rita 
Loren and her daughter Debra Ransier, Cheriel Magat, Julie 

Moore, Maggie Newman, Mitzi Sapper and her daughter Judith, 
and Harriet Saltzman and her daughter Beverly Mendel.  As al-
ways, the tables looked beautiful and the Oneg was scrumptious.  
During the question and answer portion of the service, Rabbi 
Magat answered questions with knowledge and his usual sense 
of humor.  Everyone was impressed and I think we all learned 
something!   We are very grateful to the Temple community 
for turning out for this event and for inviting their non-Jewish 
friends.  Special thanks to the office personnel and Rabbi Magat 
for helping to promote this evening.  

During our potluck meeting on April 10th beginning at 
6 pm, we will be making chocolate matzo, matzo kugel and 
Passover chicken.  We will have some to taste and the rest will be 
frozen to be enjoyed at our Women’s Seder on April 24th.  This 
Women’s Seder has become a tradition for us and attendance 
grows each year.  It’s a great place for sisters, mothers, daughters 
and sometimes granddaughters to relax and enjoy this special 
Seder for women only.  The cost is only $8 for members plus a 
Passover dish to share.  Non-members are welcome to attend for 
$10 each plus a dish.  For more information, contact our VP of 
Religion and Education, Judith Stubbs, at 802-7700 or spiritualju-
dith@yahoo.com.

We are thrilled to have 198 members this year.  Thank you 
all for your support.  Our only other fundraiser, besides dues, is 
our Annual Donor.  This year the Donor will be held on Sunday, 
June 1st at La Rinconada Country Club.  Our members and their 
friends always enjoy an elegant meal in beautiful surroundings, 
while helping raise funds so that we continue to meet our goals 
for another year.  By popular request, our entertainment this year 
will create an ambiance and allow us all more opportunity to 
visit with our friends while we listen to the guitar strumming of 
Acoustic Wizards, a duo of guitarists who perform at Hoffman’s 
Bakery Café in Santa Cruz.  In order to make our raffle and silent 
auction a success, we need your help.  Please ask your friends 
and service providers for donations that we can use.  Contact me 
for a copy of our “request for donation letter.”

As always, thank you for your continued support.
Anita Medeiros

President
anitajmed@yahoo.com

Following is the slate of officers to be voted on at WOTE’s 
Donor Lunch on June 1.  If you are interested in filling an 
open position, please contact Anita Medeiros.

President - Rita Loren
VP, Administrative - Deborah Zimmer
VP, Religious and Education - Judith Stubbs
VP, Membership - Lorie and Shari Kaplan
VP, Programming - Bernice Gaon
VP, Fundraising - OPEN
Treasurer - Harriet Reisner
Corresponding Secretary - Helen Gendler
Recording Secretary - OPEN
Membership Secretary - Margie Goodman
Past President - Anita Medeiros
Donor Chair - OPEN

The Caring Committee exists to help Temple members in 
times of sadness and in times of joy. But unless you inform us, 
we may never know of the births, illness, deaths and special life 
situations affecting our temple families.

One way to reach the Caring Committee is to notify the of-
fice.  During office hours, Marcy, Deborah, Jane or Mary Ann can 
be reached at 408-292-0939 or admin@templesanjose.org.  On  
weekends and evenings, please leave a voice mail message.  The 
clergy will be notified as well as seeing that the information gets 
to the Caring Committee chair people.  We want to share the fol-
lowing comments from a temple family:

Dear Caring Committee:
We just wanted to offer again our heartfelt thanks to the Caring 

Committee. We had just joined the schul when my wife’s mother 
passed away and the Caring Committee responded by bringing over 
some greatly appreciated sustenance to our home. It was incredibly 
thoughtful and, despite the passing time, still brings a warm feeling 
whenever we think about how kind it was. Please know that the work 
the Caring Committee does is truly meaningful to those who benefit 
from our good deeds.

Best...

In time of need, the Caring Committee neighborhoods are 
ready to be of assistance. Please call!!!

Caring Committee
We Can’t Help If We Don’t Know
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Education Page
Learning About Passover

Paula Marsh            
Principal                  
(408)292-3223   

Beth Roellig
School Assistant
school@templesanjose.org

Passover, or Pesach, as it is called in Hebrew, is coming 
about a week early this year...that is, if you are a Religious 
School student.  For the first time, grades 1 through 7 will 

celebrate Passover together when they sit down in the Temple 
House at their model Seder on Sunday, April 13th.  Our Pre-
Kindergarten and Kindergarten classes celebrate together in the 
Levin Learning Center.  As in past years, WOTE members will 
prepare all the ritual Passover foods for the students.

Passover officially begins this year at sunset on Saturday, 
April 19th.  As we sit down to Seders with family and friends, we 
follow our tradition and recall the Passover story.  It begins with 
our Patriarch Jacob and his 12 sons........

One of the sons, Joseph, was most favored by his father. 
This caused tension between Joseph and his brothers, who sold 
him into slavery.  The brothers told their father, Jacob, that a wild 
animal had killed Joseph.  In truth, Joseph wound up in Egypt 
where he had many adventures, one of which landed him in 
jail.  Through his ability to interpret dreams, Joseph became an 
advisor to Pharaoh, managing the country’s food supply so that 
the people would be fed during the seven years of famine that 
Joseph predicted.  The famine extended into the land of Canaan 
where Jacob and his family lived.  Joseph’s brothers went to 
Egypt in search of food and came before Joseph, but did not rec-
ognize him.  Eventually Joseph identified himself to his brothers 
and invited them and the entire household of Jacob to come to 
Egypt so they would survive the famine and live together.

Many generations later, a new Pharaoh arose “who knew 
not Joseph.”  This Pharaoh enslaved the Hebrews and ordered all 
their newborn baby boys killed.  A newborn, Moses, was saved 
by the ingenuity of his mother and sister when he was set adrift 
in a basket in the Nile.  As his sister Miriam watched, she saw 
that Pharaoh’s daughter discovered the baby and decided to raise 
the Hebrew child as her own.  Miriam offered to arrange for a 
Hebrew nurse (Moses’ mother) to feed and care for the child.

Moses grew up. One day he witnessed an Egyptian 
overseer beating a Hebrew slave.  So angered by the injustice of 
this sight, Moses killed the overseer.  Subsequently, he saw two 
Hebrew slaves arguing and tried to stop them.  They turned to 
him, and one said, “Will you kill me as you killed the Egyptian 
overseer?”  Realizing that there was a witness to the murder and 
becoming concerned for his life, Moses escaped into the desert.  
On that journey, God appeared to Moses in a burning bush that 
was not consumed, and told him to go back to Egypt and deliver 
the Hebrews from slavery.

With his brother, Aaron, Moses went before Pharaoh 
several times to demand that his people, the Hebrews be set free.  
Each time Pharaoh refused, and plagues descended upon Egypt 
- ten of them in all.  With the 10th plague, the killing of the 
firstborn, Pharaoh relented and allowed the Hebrews to leave.  In 
their haste, the Israelites took unleavened dough that baked on 
their backs.  This is what we know today as matzah - the special 
bread we eat during the Passover week.

The Passover Seder reminds us of our ancestors’ journey 
to Egypt, our enslavement there, and our flight to freedom.  In 
Jewish tradition, because of the centrality of this story, we are 
not simply to remember these events but to recount them as if 
we ourselves had experienced them.  (Written by Barbara Binder 
Kadden for the Jewish Parent Page, Vol. VII, No. I, a publication of 

the Union for Reform Judaism)
For more information and ideas about Passover from this 

issue, go to the URJ website at www.urj.org, under the search 
menu enter The Jewish Parent Page Vol. VII No. VI, and then click 
on the link to see the complete publication pop up.

Religious School - Important Upcoming Dates

April 4 Aleph Hebrew and Grade 4 Shabbat Family Services.
 Temple-wide potluck precedes at 6:30 pm.
April 5 Shabbat in Nature
April 9 4th - 7th grade Youth Groups Get Together
April 13 Model Seders for Pesach
April 19 Erev Pesach - First Seder
April 20 First Day of Pesach - NO SCHOOL
April 23 4-7th grade Youth Groups
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Preschool Notes

A
t 10:00 a.m. on the dot we hear the squeals of “Rabbi, 
Rabbi!!” as Rabbi Magat arrives for Shabbat with the 
preschoolers. From our very first Shabbat Service, 

September 28, 2001 (with only one student), Friday Mornings 
With the Rabbi has become our favorite time of the week.   

Special Shabbat helpers ‘light’ the wooden Shabbat set as 
Rabbi lights the real candles.  Children sing the blessings with 
enthusiasm and kavod (respect) for this special day.  We learned 
many years ago that holding real grape juice up high to sing the 
blessing resulted in many wet friends.  So, now Rabbi reminds 
them to take out their imaginary kiddush cup which always re-
sults in giggles.   As the children finish their real grape juice, they 
get to bring their empty cup to Rabbi.  Each child seems to take 
advantage of that moment to say “hi” or steal a quick hug. 

 This half-hour that Rabbi Magat spends in the preschool 
is a valued time that is about more than Shabbat.  It is about 
connection -- the children are with THEIR Rabbi and they all feel 
very loved.   When we hosted the national ECERJ conference in 
January, I spoke to many Preschool Directors about the involve-
ment of their Rabbis.  I was surprised to learn that most Jewish 
Preschools do not enjoy the Rabbi’s personal involvement in 
the preschool.  For most of them, the teachers or a parent leads 
Shabbat.  Sadly for most of the schools, the children do not know 
the Rabbi and the Rabbi does not know them. 

We are fortunate here at Temple Emanu-El that our chil-
dren feel so connected to Rabbi Magat and to the synagogue.  
Many of our students come back on the third Friday of each 
month for Tot Shabbat in the sanctuary.  They sing the songs they 
already know again with enthusiasm (have you heard “Bim Bam” 
recently?).  The children are comfortable with the rituals, with the 
clergy, and with the sacred places in the synagogue.  

If you are in the neighborhood on a Friday morning 
at 10:00 a.m., consider coming to the Preschool to welcome 
Shabbat with us.  It will warm your heart and bring a smile to 
your face.

Barbara Smead, Preschool Director
408.293.8660

Senior Youth Group

H ello fellow EESYites, it’s your president Brian Winter here. Just wanted to thank all of the members who attended our 
bowling event last week. I had a blast and, by the looks on everybody else’s faces, they did too. 

At the end of March, EESY went rollerskating and we had a great time.
Our EESY dance is scheduled on Saturday April 12th.  You can meet Jewish teens from all over the Bay Area and have a great 

time here. We are organizing the dance and are not asking any other temple youth group for assistance.  The event is for high school-
ers only. Cost is $20 if you rsvp to Amanda Schmitt (sweetvoiceamanda@earthlink.net) or 408-821-0448 by April 2 or $25 at the door.

Mark your calendars for Saturday, May 3rd, when EESY will go to the beach in Santa Cruz.  Invitations and more information 
coming soon.

If you have any questions about events, me, or the youth group in general, feel free to contact me at any time by email (brian.
winter@earthlink.net) or by phone (408-859-4584).

Stay Jewish!
-Brian Winter

President

Junior Youth Group News

Some of you may know me, or at least have heard my voice 
when you’ve called the temple. In addition to working in 
the Administrative office for the last three years as Rabbi’s 

Assistant, I’ll now be running the Kadima and Noar youth 
groups (grades 4-7). 

I have a long history working with children from youth 
group leader to tutoring reading and Hebrew to teaching in my 
own classroom to principal of a Reform synagogue’s religious 
school.  I have a degree in Recreation and Leisure Studies, with 
an emphasis on Jewish communal studies, event planning and 
youth development.  I have enthusiasm for living and learning 
Judaism and am eager to pass that love on to as many of the 
youth of Temple Emanu-El as will have it!

Routine, structure and continuity are very important, 
especially for this age and in this busy lifestyle, therefore we have 
implemented a regular 2nd and 4th Wednesday meeting in the 
Youth Lounge for Kadima and Noar (unless otherwise noted) 
through June.  Now, it will be easy to remember when youth 
group is held!  We will meet immediately after Hebrew School 
for dinner at 6pm.  Based on the feedback I’ve received from par-
ents, there will be time for homework and then we’re on to a su-
per fun activity that your child/ren will love that lasts until 8pm!  
How can I be so sure your kids will love youth group?  I take a 
survey after every event and will eliminate and add programs as 
YOUR KIDS see fit.

We want your children to develop a life-long love of 
Judaism, connection to Temple Emanu-El and greater commu-
nity, including Israel.  The best way to do this is in the home, 
of course, but I really want to foster that intrinsic love through 
youth group as well.  Starting young will forge this connection 
and open a world of opportunities in the future and l’dor v’dor, 
from generation to generation.  Ask me about all the opportuni-
ties being a part of the Jewish community has afforded me!

Parental feedback is always welcome, as are volunteers.  If 
you have any questions, want to talk about youth group philoso-
phy, how you can support your child’s informal Jewish education, 
or how you can be involved, feel free to call me at the temple 
office or stay to talk any 2nd or 4th Wednesday when you pick up 
your child.

Marcy Weiss
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It’s all over now and what great fun it was.  We kicked off 
the celebration with the Purim shpiel’s special theme this year 
of Star (of David) Wars and the Rabbi, Meeka and the whole cast 
were great.  The image of Rabbi as Princess Leah will live with 
me for a long time.  Following the play, everyone headed to the 
carnival to play games and have fun.  A wonderful lunch menu 
was offered and everyone got to have lunch on the patio and lis-
ten to the Brotherhood band.  We wound up the day with prizes 
(the grand prize raffle for a SONY Playstation was won by Sean 
Lunell), and a very successful silent auction.  So, at the end of the 
day, we had raised over $4000 for our religious school and had a 
great time doing it.

Ron and I would like to thank everyone who contributed 
their time, energy and effort in so many different ways.  First off, 
our fabulous committee (listed below) who were tireless in mak-
ing sure it came out right.  They were supported by a great group 
of parents on those committees.  We also had lots of parent vol-
unteers and general parent participation and support from our 
energetic Temple youth and from the staff (teachers, madrachim, 
office staff).  If you have any comments (good or bad) please be 
sure to tell me so we can make it even better next year.  We are 
also hoping to bring in new sub-committee chairs as many of 
volunteers have been doing it for many years and their kids are 
getting older.  Those of you with young children, this is a great 
way to start getting involved with a great group of parents.  I 
think we get almost as much joy out of organizing such an event 
for our kids as our kids do from celebrating in our Temple.  If 
you are interested, please contact me as well. When we all come 
together as a Temple family, we can accomplish great things.

Sincerely,
Greg Turetzky and Ron Blumstein (Purim co-chairs)

turetzkyg@yahoo.com

Andrew Katcher (Games)
Lynda Chase (Food)
Ruth Pangilinan (Tickets)
Dena Horeff and Leslie Saviage 
(Prizes)
Leann Mahkni (Signs)
Lori Messenger (Crafts)
Greg Turetzky (Setup and Silent 
Auction)
Ilene Tucker (Cleanup)
Ron Blumstein and Anita Lunell 
(Volunteers)

Extra thank yous to:
Missy Marsh
The JCC 
Paula Marsh
Beth Roellig
Sydney Mimeles
Bunny Roth
Jane Jacobson
Marcy Weiss
Deborah Zimmer
Gerardo Cabada
Juan Herrera

Volunteers:
Lizzie Braunreuther
Naomi Cahn
Tzvia Cahn
Laura Danoff-Robinson
Pam Hoffman
Elyssa Hurwitz
Sam Levine
Ben Lilly
Jordana Lilly
Rabbi Magat
Maggie Newman
Frankie Pangilinan
Erin Salak
Amanda Schmitt

Vendors:
71 St. Peter Restaurant
Airborne Gymnastics
American Musical Theatre of San 
Jose
Amici’s East Coast Pizzeria
Asian Art Museum, San Francisco
Ballet San Jose
Bay Area Discovery Museum
Black Bear Diner
Boulder Creek Golf & Country 
Club
Burger King Restaurants
Byington Winery
Camera Cinemas
Chabot Space and Science Center, 
Oakland
Classic Car Wash
Cupertino Inn
Children’s Discovery Museum
Frys Electronics
Gilroy Gardens Theme Park
Googoogram
Grand Hotel
Guitar Showcase
Hobee’s California Restaurants
In-N-Out Burger
Jungle Fun and Adventure
Laser Quest
Le Papillion Restaurant
Malibu Grand Prix
Mimi’s Café
Opera San Jose
Palo Alto Players
Redwood Empire Ice Arena
Rosicrucian Egyptian Museum
San Jose Giants
See’s Candies
Six Flags Magic Mountain
Symphony Silicon Valley
TheatreWorks
Train ride at Vasona Park

Special Thank-yous to our Purim Carnival Vendors and 
Volunteers (with apologies for anyone who was inadvertently 
omitted):

Purim: An “Out Of This World” Success

Greetings to our friends at
Temple Emanu-El

   Philip L. Hammer
                             State Bar Certified Family Law Specialist

Attorneys at Law | Serving our clients since 1952

Hoge, Fenton
Jones & Appel, Inc.

San Jose Of�ce 60 South Market Street, Suite 1400
San Jose, California  95113-2396
main: 408.287.9501  fax: 408.287.2583

Business & Tax    Technology Law    Real Estate & Land Use    Litigation
Labor & Employment     Family Law     Estate Planning & Wealth Management

think belongcare

For more information or to schedule a personal tour call 408) 984-6700 (
or email admissions@yavnehdayschool.org.

                          14855 Oka Road #100, Los Gatos,  CA  95032
www.yavnehdayschool.org

At Yavneh, students are respected as individuals, 
valued as thinkers, and inspired to achieve. 
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Gloria Melmon Ascher
Realtor

12988 Saratoga/
Sunnyvale Road
Saratoga, CA 95070
 

Office 408.741.1111
Direct 408.741.1174 ext.604
Fax    408.741.7076
Cell    408.781.8624www.gloriaascher.com

Meet Our Members:
Manny Siegler

In my short meeting over coffee with 
Manny a few things became very clear about him.  
He’s a true gentleman, super-smart man (how 
many nuclear engineers do you know?), caring 
husband and family man and overall a dedicated 
person. 

Manny took the long road to San Jose but 
once he arrived, it stuck.  It is his Temple fam-
ily and friends who have kept him and his wife 
Ginny in San Jose for over 50 years.  

Born in Kaisersesch, Germany, his fam-
ily crossed the Atlantic on a Holland America 
ship and arrived to the United States in 1937.  
The Siegler Family arrived in New York and made their way to 
Pittsburgh where extended family awaited their arrival.  

The city life of Pittsburgh in 1937 was only a brief stop for 
Manny, followed by Missouri and then Omaha, Nebraska where 
Manny lived with his family through World War II.  After the 
war Manny earned his degree in chemical engineering at the 
University of Iowa and took a job with General Electric at the 
nuclear power plant in Richland, Washington.  

Kaisersesch, Germany, New York, Pittsburgh, Missouri, 

Iowa, Washington - it’s 1952 and though Manny has 
made it to the West Coast, we’re still missing a love 
story.

As Manny related the story to me, “A group 
of the Jewish men at G.E. called down to the JCC 
in Portland, Oregon to set up some blind dates.”  
Though that’s not how he and Ginny met, it was the 
trigger, as the next day Manny attended a mixer the 
JCC was hosting and, well, yes, that’s how Manny 
and Ginny met.  As stories like this go, Ginny was 
reluctant to attend, but thanks to her mother’s en-
couragement she did.

As Ginny tells the story, “Manny was a little 
slow back then. It took him a few months to call me.”  But once 
he did, Manny found himself making the 250-mile trip from 
Richland, Washington to Portland, Oregon once a month...then 
twice a month...then once a week. Finally they became engaged 
in July 1953 and got married the next March.

Ginny joined Manny in Richland and a few years later, life 
brought them to San Jose, where G.E. had transferred Manny.  
They joined Temple Emanu-El in 1957 shortly after they arrived, 
and have been happily married (to both Temple and each other) 
ever since.

Their two sons, Rick and Mike, were raised at the Temple 
and even today Manny and Ginny continue to be active mem-
bers when they’re in town.  Seems Manny got the travel bug at a 
very young age.  Recently Manny and Ginny have been known 
to miss Lunch and Learn and Torah Study sessions with Rabbi 
Magat because they been traveling to Maui, Palm Springs, Israel, 
or on Manny’s second sailing with Holland America, this time to 
the Caribbean.

I look forward to seeing both Manny and Ginny around 
the Temple in between all their adventures in the months to 
come.

Ilene Tucker, for the Membership Committee

Something New in the 
Sanctuary

Name Badges

When you come to services from now on, you will find boxes 
with nametags - one will have your name on it.  Choose it, 
place it inside the plastic badge necklace and wear it to services, 
returning it before you leave to go home.  We hope this will 
encourage people to talk with one another - introducing 
themselves and reaching out.  This is a spreading tradition from 
one congregation to another - so far it has reached across the 
U.S. and is not limited to Jewish houses of worship. Please give 
us your thoughts once you’ve had a chance to use them a few 
times. 

Quiet Toys

To encourage family participation in our services, you will find a 
basket filled with ‘quiet toys’ for your child.  This basket is on one 
of the back pews.  You are welcome to use them and leave them 
for the next child to play with.
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“It would be my 
pleasure to be your 

Realtor!”

Seniors Real Estate Specialist (SRES)
Quality Service Certified (QSC)

Mary Cohen

(408) 981-2955 Cell

In appreciation of your business and 
referrals,  a donation  will be made to 
Temple Emanu-El at close of escrow.

World Union for Progressive 
Judaism Mission

The World Union for Progressive Judaism invites the leaders and 
members of North American Reform congregations to take part 
in an unforgettable trip to Brazil and Argentina July 3-13, 2008. 
We will discover bustling Buenos Aires in Argentina, and explore 
enticing São Paulo, Rio de Janeiro and other cities in Brazil. 
We will experience Latin-Jewish life and immerse ourselves 
in Reform/Progressive Judaism in these two very important 
countries, including the opportunity to meet and have intensive 
conversations with the professional and lay leaders of the 
Reform/Progressive communities in all these cities. Our visit will 
culminate with the Conference of Jewish Communities of Latin 
America, a gathering of Progressive and Reform Jews from all 
over the Americas on the theme Sounds and Flavors of Latin 
American Judaism, in Rio de Janeiro.

The cost of this exciting mission is $2,950 per person double 
occupancy; the single supplement is $900.  Airfare to and from 
South America is an additional charge.  Contact Steve Bauman, 
President, World Union for Reform Judaism at 
steve@thebaumangroup.com or Steve Olson at 
olsonsteve@sbcglobal.net   

Wednesday, May 7
 Yom Ha’Zikaron program 
- youth choir, led by Cantor 

Intern Meeka Simerly
Yom Ha’atzmaut program 
with Rabbi Joe Black.  

Visiting IDF soldiers will participate. 
Refreshments will be served. 

Thursday, May 8, 7:00 pm at the Camera 7:
Israeli movie shown in conjunction with the Silicon 
Valley Jewish Film Festival.  

Saturday, May 10, 8:00 pm:  
Two big dances - one for teens and one for adults 
(with DJs and refreshments at each)  

Sunday, May 11, 10:00 am:  
A walk from the Shir Hadash parking lot to the JCC
A shuttle bus will be provided from the JCC to Shir 
Hadash... walk back to the JCC
At 12:00 afternoon festivities will begin, including bbq, 
food, a shuk, booths showcasing Jewish organizations 
in Silicon Valley, games for kids and families.

Israel
@ 60

Make Your Event

Whether your occasion is intimate or grand, elegant or
outrageous, we transform the space in any venue into a
larger than life experience. We work with you to create
the perfect theme—as your professional designer,
decorator, and balloon artist we take your challenges and
make it your success!

Relax and let us make you feel like a guest at your own event!
www.ambdesigns.com

Call your Event Designer, Amy Blach, CBA
408-942-0852

Classic
Balloon Décor

Sculptures
Custom

centerpieces
Special Effects

Mitzvahs WeddingsAny Special
Occasion

Please see me for a complimentary Consultation, 
Deep Conditioning treatment and Blow-dry

Stylist

(408) 264-8228
1562 Meridian Avenue • San Jose, California 95125

corrective color
precision haircut

fine and thinning hair

an exclusive 
salon
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Donations
Thank you to the following congregants and friends who remembered Temple Emanu-El with their generous contributions.  
Donations made after March 15, 2008 will be listed in the May issue of Connections.

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
In memory of Lena Jaffee
 Bob and Seema Jaffee
In memory of Robert Morse
 Maxine Morse
In memory of Dr. Bert C. Hersch
 Robert and JoAnne Hersch
In memory of Zelda Levine
 Marci Hayden
In memory of Emma Simon
 Ethel Ress
Donation
 Judee Weinstein
 

General Fund
In memory of Frederick Bass
 Ioannis Kritikopoulos and Kristina Bass
In memory of Sarah Rosenthal
 Ellen Terrell
In memory of Abbey Nathaniel Cohn
 Norma Cohn
In memory of Nanette Weintraub
 Jeff and Amy Hubert
 Peter and Natalie Sarantos
In memory of Alice Emrich and Bob Krandel
 Ruth Krandel
In honor of Ruth Krandel
 Doug and Nancy Kay
In memory of Bob Krandel
 Mel and Sybil Sommer
In memory of Joe Loren
 JoAnn Shank
Donation
 Henry and Debra Watkins
 W.O.T.E.
 Doug and Nancy Kay
In memory of Joe Loren
 Mark and Bette Emanuel
In memory of Don “Magnum” Bouchard
 Havurah Zion
Donation
 49ers

Leonard and Bernice Gaon Campership Fund
In memory of Joseph Fischer
 Millie Wolfson

Judith Jurman Omens Cemetery Beautification 
Fund
Get well wishes to Harry Simon
 Ethel Ress

Ralph Goldeen Library Fund
In memory of Toni Marsh, mother of Paula Marsh
 Peggy Frederick
 Robert and Maggie Newman
 Jeff and Pam Hoffman
 Beth Roellig
 Merav Talmor
 Lori Telson and Kurt Rubin
 Deborah Zimmer
 Joelle and Joel Wolf 

Alvin Ravel Memorial Garden Fund
In memory of Alvin Ravel
 Jean and Jay Abarbanel
 Sally Ravel

Judith Jurman Omens Cemetery Beautification 
Fund
In memory of Max Cohen
 Aaron and Evelyn Berman
In memory of Sara Grant
 The Grant Family
In memory of Shaney Raphael
 Fagie Rosen
In memory of Abraham, Hilda and Lorin Rosenberg, 
Max and Frieda Gordon and Hilda Gordon Wolff
In memory of Hy Alkin
 Barbara and Bert Berns

Kenneth Gordon Children’s Prayerbook Fund
In memory of George Hetzer
 Joe and Marcia Riggio

Lou and Clara Juren Library Fund
In memory of Ruth Berman Wohlfeiler and Olga S. 
Berman
 Kathryn B. Runcie

Phyllis Omel Junior Choir Fund
In memory of Shirley Handloff
 Gene and Marilyn Handloff

Betty Rinsler Religious School Fund
In memory of Rose Rinsler, Jack Rinsler
 Leo Rinsler
For get well wishes to Pearl Schneiderman
 Gordon Schneiderman
In memory of Meyer Shopkow
 Pearl Schneiderman

Weintraub Religious School Scholarship Fund
In memory of Nanette Weintraub
 Stephen and Nancy Levy
 Ruth Krandel
 JoAnn Shank, Mary and David Rockman  
 and Molly and Owen Seitel
 Sami and Juliette Hassid
 ETC Group
 Fagie Rosen and Family
 Beverly Walker Beatty
 Joan Green
Donations
 Brian Fox
  
Levin Learning Center Renovation Fund
In memory of Allan Weinstein, Dr. Sanford Pelz and 
Rose Copland
 Manny and Ginny Siegler
In memory of Joe Loren
 Joan Green
Donations
 David and Janet Berg
 Sydney Levin
 Peter Cocotas and Kathryn Sucher
 Neil and Nancy Frank
In memory of Lois Schneer, Harry Levine, Lu 
Gellman, Nanette Weintraub and Joe Loren
 Ray and Bobi Levine
Donation
 Mike Krown and Steve Reiss

Religious School Fund
In memory of Martha Weinberg Adler
 The Huchley Family

Religious School Enrichment Fund
In memory of Hannah Wolenik
  Oda Livchitz

Annie Rubenstein
Realtor

12988 Saratoga/Sunnyvale Road
Saratoga, CA 95070

South Building

Office 408.741.1111 Ext. 309
Direct 408.913.7909
Cell 408.914.8037
arubenstein@apr.com
annier1@comcast.net

apr.com

Memorial Plaques
Your loved one’s Yahrzeit will be said every 
year as long as Temple Emanu-El is here...

Today: $600 

July 1, 2008: $750

Take advantage of today’s rate 
(which has been at this level for more than a decade)

Contact: admin@templesanjose.org

408-292-0939 (Jane)
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Introducing the JCC 
Social Membership! 

14855 Oka Road, Los Gatos, CA 95032 
408.356.4973 | www.svjcc.org | membership@svjcc.org 

• $300 per year for a family membership, or 
    $200 for an individual membership 
 • Discounts on programs & classes, including 
    camps & swim lessons 
 • Discount passes to the Fitness & Aquatics Centers 
 • Free use of the Aquatics Center on Sundays 
 • $200 of your Family fee ($100 of your Individual  
    fee) is tax-deductible

W e d d i n g s
B a r / B a t M i t z v a h s

P i c n i c s

408.945.7930
408.945.9340 Fax

ww w.dnl-catering.com

Steve Goldstone
Chef Owner

steve@dnl-catering.com

CATERING
D'N'L

Israeli (Sephardic) Recipes
European (Ashkenazic) Recipes

Kosher Style or Kosher
Meat, Dairy & Vegetarian Menus
Event Planning & Coordination

B’nai Mitzvah Family 
Orientation

Sunday, April 6 at 9:00 a.m., Rabbi will meet with all 
families of children from grade 2 and above whose children are 
scheduled - or not yet scheduled - for a Bar/Bat Mitzvah.  Jane 
Jacobson and Rabbi’s Assistant Marcy Weiss will join him to 
explain and answer any questions a family might have about 
this significant life cycle event.  Please reply to the office to let us 
know you will be there - 292-0939 or admin@templesanjose.org. 

Adult Education
Have you engaged your mind recently? Discovered some-

thing new about yourself, your heritage or religion? You have IF 
you’ve recently attended one of our fantastic Adult Ed classes!  
Students delved into materials ranging from the Great Questions 
of Existence and Jewish Ethics to conversational Hebrew and 
Rabbinic Literature. Teachers included Cantor David Unterman, 
Rabbi Magat, Joelle Wolf and Merav Talmor - thanks to all!

We are coming to the end of the spring semester for our 
Adult Ed classes, but are currently working on the fall line-up of 
classes. We have received some excellent ideas and teacher refer-
rals from congregants and hope to have some new offerings as 
well as some classic favorites next year.  If there is a subject you 
are interested in or you have an idea for a class or know a really 
good teacher, please pass it on! Contact Marci Gerston, co-V.P. of 
Education, Ritual and Youth, at mgerston@aol.com or 408-930-
3406. We can’t promise that we’ll offer a class for every idea we 
get, but we certainly will consider all suggestions!

Home of Peace
A Cemetery and Mausoleum

South Bay Area’s only Jewish-owned Cemetery, 
Mausoleum and Columbarium.

Call for an appointment to discuss pre-need arrangements.

Wayne Rose, Administrator
408-297-3636

Founded 1853
Owned and Operated by Temple Emanu-El of San Jose

The cemetery is located at Monterey Highway and Curtner Avenue.
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Birthdays and Anniversaries: Following are April 
congregational birthdays and anniversaries.  If your name isn’t 
listed here, it is because we don’t have it on record.  Please be in 
touch with the office to provide us correct information.

Happy Birthday and Happy Anniversary to each of you.  May you 
be blessed with a year of goodness and fulfillment.

  April Birthdays
2 Berry Kane
 Steve Krandel
 Mike Krown
3 Hilary Schneider
 Art Stein
4 Ruth Fox 
5 Ron Cornelison
 Michael Gerstley
7 Cheryl Graubart
 Ilean Rudin
 David Wiesner
8 Helen Ibsen
9 Teri Kane
 Kelly Kaufman
 Lawrence Ross
10 Nancy Gerston
 Jerry Levine
11 Chris Dedering
 Igor Dayen
 Louise Greenberg
 Pearl Solomon
 Suzanne Tobin
12 Philip Green
 Penni Henry
13 Susannah Pfalzer
 Maureen Schneider
 Shirley Wiesner
14 Gerry Gassman
 Gene Handloff
 Karen Krupp
15 Clarence Goldfinger
 Ron Mandel
16 Greg Turetzky
17 Andrea Chacon
18 Vivian Cohen
 

 Sylvia Lazarus
19 David Kaplow
21 Karen Hirsch
 Gary Morris
 Michael Rubenstein
22 Judith Saucedo
 Millie Sprintz
23 Bette Emanuel
 Julie Ross
25 Joel Osias
26 Joan Singer
27 Faye Gendzel (100th  
 birthday!)
 Bob Hansen
 Libby Kass
 Eleanor Rusnak
30 Paul Grunewald
 Adit Squarer
 Steve Wernick

April Anniversaries
1 Doug and Edith Pollock  
 Kerr
2 Jerry Josephs and   
 Deborah Ong
3 Jeslie Chermak and Joy  
 Morris
10 Bert and Barbara Berns
14 Edgardo and Andrea  
 Laber
15 Ron and Sue Maltiel
21 Sheldon and Margie  
 Blickman
22 Neil and Beverly Mendel
26 David and Tiralisa   
 Kaplow

eScrip
PASSOVER with eScrip

Celebrate! Be thankful we survived the Exodus!

On a lighter note, don’t PASS OVER our generous mer-
chants who donate a portion of your shopping dollars to Temple. 

* A few of the grocers are Mollie Stone’s, Cosentino’s, Gene’s 
Fine Foods, Food 4 Less, Safeway and Lunardi’s. 

* If you want new clothes for the Seders, shop at Macy’s. 

Remember to bring along your registered credit/debit 
cards. Thank you to all our current eScrip eaters and shoppers!

Joining eScrip is so easy. Go to the website at www.escrip.
com. Temple’s ID# is 136985180 and follow the prompts. Better 
yet, as the eScrip maven, I can register you from my home com-
puter. Just give me a call. It is so very gratifying to help Temple 
earn money, especially since it doesn’t cost you anything. It’s a 
no-brainer!

We have a duty and responsibility to do what we can to 
support Temple. eScrip is one of the ways to do so. Please be one 
of the “in” group of congregants who have earned over $4,200 for 
Temple through November of 2007. The final 2007 report is not 
yet available.

Lorie Kaplan
eScrip coordinator

408.267.4563

Uncle Sam Makes it Easier to 
Support our Facilities Upgrades

The new tax stimulus package means that many congre-
gants will receive tax rebates. You can support Temple and the 
economy by donating your rebate check to complete your Levin 
Family Learning Center pledge.  This is a relatively painless way 
to contribute since you weren’t expecting the rebate so it’s gefun-
denes gelt (found money).  

For any questions or to make additional capital campaign 
pledges (there are going to be additional projects...), please con-
tact Ruth Krandel or Joe Riggio.

Community Events
Thursday, April 24 @1pm, Widow/Widower and singles group 
will have a presentation and visual, promoting ElderHostel 
programs.  For questions, contact Norma Slavit, 253.7200.  No 
charge; at the APJCC, 14855 Oka Road, Los Gatos.

Thank you
Dan Lee for  all your efforts to make our rose garden look 
beautiful.  Thanks, too, to Mort Berlant and Barry Cohen 
who donated gardening supplies.  
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1010 University Avenue
San Jose, CA 95126-1842

Telephone: (408) 292-0939
Fax: (408) 292-7625

www.sanjosetemple.org
Affiliated with the  Union for Reform Judaism

Board of TrusTees

 officers

President Ruth Krandel. . . ruthkrandel@yahoo.com
V.P., Administration Pam Schuur. . . pamela.schuur@comcast.net
CO-V.P.s, Ritual, Education, and Youth 
 Nancy Weintraub. . . nancyweintraub@sbcglobal.net
	 Marci Gerston. . . mgerston@aol.com
V.P. Membership Enrique Guadiamos . . . molrique@earthlink.net
Treasurer Steve Krandel. . . skrandel@sbcglobal.net
Secretary	Dan Lee...	dan.shirleylee@sbcglobal.net	
Past President Barry Cohen. . . cohenbarry@aol.com

TrusTees

auxiliary PresidenTs and co-PresidenTs

Brotherhood Jonathan Hirshon and Stephen Reiss. . . 
sreiss@bergerlewis.com

Sisterhood Anita Medeiros. . . ajmedeiros@comcast.net
XYZ Claire Barnhart. . . doc-j@sbcglobal.net
EESY Brian Winter. . . brian.winter@earthlink.net

sTanding commiTTees

Adult Education Marci Gerston.... mgerston@aol.com
Dues Bob Hersch. . . RobertHersch@sbcglobal.net
Facilities Uri Gottfeld. . . uri@urimechanical.com
Membership Kim Jackman. . . kbjsanjose@yahoo.com
Religious School Robin Hurwitz. . . travelmaven@gmail.com
Ritual Evann Aronoff . . . aronoff96@comcast.net
         Ginny Hoffman. . . ginny032849@yahoo.com
Social Action/Tikkun Olam Rich Albert. . . richalbert@comcast.net

Temple Emanu-El

Connections is published 10 times  a year by Temple Emanu-El

               sTaff

Dana L. Magat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Senior Rabbi
rabbimagat@templesanjose.org

Joseph Gitin, D.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rabbi Emeritus
Meeka Simerly . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cantor Intern

meekantor@templesanjose.org
Wayne Rose  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cemetery Administrator

wrose@sinaichapel.org
Jane Jacobson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Temple Administrator

jjacobson@templesanjose.org
Barbara Smead. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Preschool Director

barbara@templesanjose.org
Paula Marsh . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Religious School Principal

paula@templesanjose.org
Marcy Weiss . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Youth Group Advisor

mweiss@templesanjose.org
Deborah Zimmer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Member Services Coordinator

dvorazim@templesanjose.org
MaryAnn Orlowski . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bookkeeper

morlowski@templesanjose.org
Marcy Weiss . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Administrative Assistant

mweiss@templesanjose.org
Beth Roellig  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Administrative Assistant

school@templesanjose.org

Mark Cahn
Laura Danoff-
Robinson
Jonathan Hirshon

David Mimeles
Greg Turetsky
Dawn Chaffin
Gerry Gassman

Uri Gottfeld
Kim Jackman
Karen Levine
Joe Riggio

We note with sorrow the passing of 

Sol Aber, former Temple member 
Lillian Avrech, former Temple member
Mel Levine
Joseph Singer

Wish List 
✰ Gas hedge trimmers
✰ We are in desperate need of cutlery for 200+ for the 

temple kitchen. Let’s make our kitchen cutlery something 
we can be proud of.  Thanks to Bernice Gaon for donating 
our new cutlery... You can add to the new forks, knives, 
spoons that were purchased this past month... What a 
pleasure to use them!

✰ Glassware - A set of water goblets is a great beginning to 
upgrading our kitchen.  

✰ We ordered 5 round tables to replace the worst of the 
worst among our 25 round tables that are used for Oneg 
Shabbat, Erev Shabbat Potluck suppers, special dinners for 
honored guests, Mitzvah Day projects, etc., etc., etc.  Cost: 
$200 per table.

✰ We are in the process of ordering 50 new chairs to replace 
the worst of the chairs currently used for meetings and 
dinners.  Our old chairs have served us well... even if they 
prick us with loose staples here and there.  They are in need 
of being replaced slowly.  Cost: $80 per chair.

Please consider a contribution toward the purchase of any of 
these major items.  Perhaps your havurah would like to join 
forces to pay for one entire item.  Perhaps you can’t contribute 
the entire amount, but are able give to the kitty.  We appreciate 
your help in making your temple look better.

Yahrzeits 
APRIL 4 YAHRzEITS  (7:15 PM SERVICE)
Leon Thomas Aronson, June Atlas, Max Bloom, James Edward Carr, Bessie Cohen, 
Max Ehrlichman, Alfred Federman, Samuel Gambord, Sam Goldberg, Herman 
Goldstein, Rebecca Greebler, Jack Greenfest, Joel Hawk, Nancy Hirsch, Jack 
Kass, Rose Kass, Bea Levy, Joe Marr, Celia Miller, Joseph Mintzer, Dorothy Nadel, 
Jeanette H. Pencovic, Kenneth Perkins, Rose Rinsler, Sarah Roth, Harry J. Sapper, 
Irene Shebby, Beltran Shine, Sidney Swartz, Philip Weiner, Benjamin Zinker

APRIL 11 YAHRzEITS  (7:30 PM SERVICE)
Morris Actor, Florence Ames, Geraldine Citron Berman, Aaron Brenner, Isadore 
Breslauer, Jules Edelman, Maurice Goldberg, Hannah Hoffman, Arnold Laskey, 
Emmy Lou Levin, Martin Lotman, Viola Loventhal, Slava Freida Miller, Josephine 
Naymark, Adolph and Ida Peters, Sidney Pollack, Cynthia Rinsler, Eulalia Rose, 
Heinrich Schaechter, Merel Tauba Segal-Katz, Lillian Silverman, David Wallach, 
Ben Weiss

APRIL 18  YAHRzEITS  (7:30 PM SERVICE)
Milton Adler, Samuel Alberts, Lucille Aronoff, Selma Schlachter Benson, Alvin 
Clark, Rosie Decker, Harold L. Gold, Harry M. Goldstein, Yetta Goldstein, Edward 
Green, Jacob Herscher, Paul Jaffee, Herman Ladowitz, Dr. Felix Leneman, Hal 
Lesser, Halcyon Liberman, Leo Liberman, Abe Litofe, Rose Litofe, Dr. Maurice 
Malen, Sarah Medow, Rose Leifer Merelman, Albert Pollock, Anne Rotofsky, 
Charles Rubin, Abe Segal, Hyman Shopkow, Stanley Silverman, Stefanie Sucher, 
Walter Wolfson

APRIL 25, YAHRzEITS (6:30 PM SERVICE)
 Samuel Blickman, Uarda Burns, Joseph M. Cohen, Annie Prizant Devers, Toby 
Feigon, Deborah Ferguson, Rose Sarah Forest, Bill Fox, Benjamin Genkin, Rosalie 
Gitin, Jennie Grais, Harry Hagler, Rose Handen, Kate Konits, Melvin Laskey, 
Louis Leiter, M.D., Mildred Lurie, Anne Miller, Hyman Perlman, George J. Powell, 
Arnold Resnick, Dewey Richards, Minnie Rudin, Harry B. Simon, Joseph Simon, 
Herb Terrell, Howard Weiner, Clara Weinstein, Joy Welvang, Mildred Werba
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Temple Emanu-El List of Funds

General Fund 
Annual Maintenance Fund

Levin Learning Center Renovation Fund     
(listed below by category in alphabetical order)

Memorial Funds:
Andrew Apte Temple Historical Fund

Lollie Brickner Media Center Fund
Harold Cahn Prayerbook Fund

Michael Elman Campership Fund
Milton Fox Campership Fund

Rabbi Joseph Gitin and Rosalie Carl Gitin Fund
(In Honor of Rabbi Joseph Gitin and

In Memory of Rosalie Carl Gitin)
Ralph Goldeen Library Fund

Kenneth Gordon Children’s Prayerbook Fund
Beverly Jordan Temple Beautification Fund

Lou & Clara Juren Library Fund

Ida F. Kragen Consecration and Caring Fund
Herbert Marchick High Holy Day Fund

Phyllis Matzner Campership Fund
Phyllis Omel Jr. Choir Fund

Judith Jurman Omens Cemetery Beautification Fund 
Alvin Ravel Garden Fund

Betty Rinsler Religious School scholrship[ Fund
JoAnne Salman-Tehrani Homeless Fund
Winnie Schare Interfaith Shabbat Fund

Maurice Tucker High Holy Day Music Fund

Other Tribute Funds:
Adult Education Fund

Bertram Berns Music Fund
Campership Fund

Cantorial Discretionary Fund
Caring Fund

Choir Fund
Executive Director Discretionary Fund

Facilities for the Aged Fund
Leonard and Bernice Gaon Campership Fund

Israel Scholarship Fund
Prayerbook Tribute Fund

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Religious School Fund

Shank-Rockman Sound System Fund
Weintraub Religious School Scholarship Fund

Other Tribute Donations:
Memorial Plaque - $600 each

Sanctuary Chair Plaque - $400 each
Tree of Life
Leaf - $218

Small rock - $500
Large rock - $750

Let all who are hungry
come and eat.

Do you have room at your first seder 
for a guest or two?

It may be someone who is new to Judaism, 
or new to the area, without family with whom to 

share the holiday.

Please send an email to admin@templesanjose.org or 
call the office, 292-0939.  Indicate how many you can 

accomodate and if you would welcome children.

We remember the Exodus from Egypt every Shabbat 
with the blessing over the wine.  We tell the story 
every year.  Make this a memorable year for your 

family and someone else.

First Seder is Saturday, April 19.

Temple Emanu-El is proud to participate 
in  Project N.O.A.H.

(No one abandoned here), a program of 
Jewish Family Services of Silicon Valley

Here’s an opportunity for you to help:

Bring packaged Kosher for Passover 2008 
foods to Temple Emanu-El by April 18.

They will be distributed to lower income and 
elderly Jews in our community.

Items needed:  gefilte fish, horseradish, jam, 
candies, latke mix, potato starch, grape 

juice, matzo ball soup in a jar, macaroons, 
cookies, matzo meal, cake meal, tea, dried 

fruit (pre-bagged).


