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Youth on the Margins, Part 2

Daily life in school was difficult for a boy named Frank, one of two Jewish students in a 
school in Breslau in the mid-1930s. He recalled:

People started to pick on me, “a dirty Jew,” and all this kind of thing. And we started to 
fight. . . . There was my friend, and he was one class above me, he fought in every break. . 
. . I started to fight, too, because they insulted too much or they started to fight, whatever 
it was.

We were very isolated, and one order came after another. . . . [One] order says all Jews must 
greet with the German greeting. The German greeting was “Heil Hitler” and raising your 
hand. Then the next order came out, and it says the Jews are not allowed to greet people 
with the “Heil Hitler” signal. Okay, so, in Germany you had to greet every teacher. When 
you see a teacher on the street, you had to respect them and you had to greet him—you 
had to bow down. . . .

Now we were in an impossible situation, because when we went up the stairs and we saw 
one teacher, and we said “Heil Hitler.” And he turned around. “Aren’t you a Jew? You’re not 
allowed to greet me with ‘Heil Hitler.’” But if I didn’t greet him at all, then the next teacher 
would say “Aren’t you supposed to greet [me with] ‘Heil Hitler’?” And this was always 
accompanied with a punishment. . . . Not all of them but some of them, the teachers that 
knew me and would pick on me—they’d punish me, put me in a corner, or humiliate me in 
one way or another. . . .

You had to raise your hand and salute when the flag passed and Jews weren’t allowed to do 
it. . . . If you don’t salute, you immediately were recognized as a Jew, and you really were left 
to the mercy of the people who saw you, what they would do with you. They could perfectly 
well kill you on the street and, you know, nobody really said anything because there was no 
such thing as a court and after all, it was only a Jew. . . . We were at the mercy of people.6 

6 Childhood Experiences of German Jews (New Haven, CT: Fortunoff Video Archive for Holocaust Testimonies, ca. 1987), VHS.
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