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Gregor Ziemer was a teacher and headmaster at the American School in Berlin (a school for 
the children of American citizens living in Germany) for most of the 1930s. During this time, 
Ziemer toured German schools and eventually wrote a book called Education for Death, 
which was first published in 1941. In it, Ziemer describes the schools he visited:

A teacher is not spoken of as a teacher (Lehrer) but an Erzieher. The word suggests an iron 
disciplinarian who does not instruct but commands, and whose orders are backed up with 
force if necessary.

Matters of the spirit are frankly and energetically belittled. Physical education, education 
for action, is alone worthy of the Nazi teacher’s attention. All else can be dismissed as 
non-essential . . .

The Nazi schools are no place for weaklings. All children must, of course, finish the primary 
school before they are ten; but after that the schools are proving-grounds for the Party. 
Those who betray any weakness of body or have not the capacities for absolute obedience 
and submission must be expelled. . . .

The regime draws a sharp distinction between girls, inherently weak, and boys, natural 
exponents of strength. Boys and girls have nothing in common. Their aims, their purposes 
in life, are fundamentally different. Boys will become soldiers; girls will become breeders. 
Co-educational schools are manifestations of decadent democracies and hence are taboo.

[Dr. Bernhard Rust, the Nazi Minister of Education] decrees that in Nazi schools the norm 
is physical education. After that, German, biology, science, mathematics, and history are for 
the boys; eugenics and home economics for the girls. Other subjects are permissible if they 
are taught to promote Nazi ideas. Spiritual education is definitely unimportant.1

History and science were the subjects most influenced by Nazi ideology. Soon after Hitler 
took power, a new course in “race science” was added to the curriculum in every German 
school. But racial instruction was not limited to a single course. It was included in all 
classes, even arithmetic. One book, titled Germany’s Fall and Rise—Illustrations Taken from 
Arithmetic Instruction in the Higher Grades of Elementary School, asks, “The Jews are aliens 
in Germany—in 1933 there were 66,060,000 inhabitants of the German Reich, of whom 
499,682 were Jews. What is the percentage of aliens?”2

1 Gregor Ziemer, Education for Death: The Making of the Nazi (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1941), 15–16.

2 Ziemer, Education for Death, 16.


