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Disillusionment in the Hitler Youth

Hans Scholl, who later founded the White Rose resistance movement with his sister Sophie 
and was executed by the Nazis, was at one point a member of the Hitler Youth. His sister 
Inge Scholl describes how Hans slowly became disillusioned with the group:

Hans had assembled a collection of folk songs, and his young charges loved to listen to him 
singing, accompanying himself on his guitar . . .

But some time later a peculiar change took place in Hans; he was no longer the same . . . 
His songs were forbidden, the leader had told him. And when he had laughed at this, they 
threatened him with disciplinary action. Why should he not be permitted to sing these beau-
tiful songs? Only because they had been created by other peoples? . . . [T]his depressed him, 
and his usual carefree spirit began to wane. 

At this particular time he was given a very special assignment. 

He was to carry the flag of his troop to the party’s national rally at Nuremberg. He was 
overjoyed. But when he returned we hardly dared trust our eyes. He looked tired, and on his 
face lay a great disappointment . . . gradually we learned that the youth movement which 
had been held up to him as an ideal image was in reality something totally different from 
what he had imagined the Hitler Youth to be. Their drill and uniformity had been extended 
into every sphere of personal life. But he had always believed that every boy should develop 
his own special talents . . .

Ultimately it came to an open break.

One evening, as they stood with their flag in formation for inspection by a higher lead-
er, something unheard-of happened. The visiting leader suddenly ordered the tiny stan-
dard-bearer, a frolicsome twelve-year-old lad, to give up the flag. “You don’t need a special 
flag. Just keep the one that has been prescribed for all.” Hans was deeply disturbed. Since 
when? Didn’t the troop leader know what this special flag meant to its standard-bearer? 

Once more the leader ordered the boy to give up the flag. He stood quiet and motionless. 
Hans knew what was going on in the little fellow’s mind and that he would not obey. When 
the high leader in a threatening voice ordered the little fellow for the third time, Hans 
saw the flag waver slightly. He could no longer control himself. He stepped out of line and 
slapped the visiting leader’s face. From then on he was no longer the standard-bearer.5

5 Inge Scholl, Students Against Tyranny: The Resistance of the White Rose, Munich, 1942–1943, trans. Arthur R. Schultz (Middletown, CT: Wesleyan 
University Press, 1970), 7–10. Reproduced by permission from Wesleyan University Press.
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