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Faculty of the Jewish Genealogy 
Course at Hebrew College and the 
Jewish Genealogy Society of Greater 
Boston, including: 

Heidi Urich (blue slides) 

Jay Sage (white slides) 

Thanks to… 
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Use Abbreviations 
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First, start at home! Find documents, 
pictures from your family and 
organize, date them 

Good idea to scan all documents and 
photos so there are digital copies in 
case originals get lost or damaged 

OK, How do I start? 
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Photographs 
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 Immigration Documents 

Naturalization Papers 

Old Passports 

Cemetery Information, pictures of gravestones 

Announcements, Invitations 

Old newspaper clippings 

 Letters, cards, correspondance 

 Birth, marriage, death certificates 

Collect Documents 

6 



 

Record What You Know 
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Start actual research 
with the living! 

Your living sources will disappear over time 

BUT: 

Documents will remain for long periods of 
time, and in fact,  

accessibility of documents will likely increase. 
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Who Should I Contact? 
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Best conducted in 
person and recorded 

Sample Questions by Heidi Urich 10 

Interview_Questions.pdf
Interview_Questions.pdf


 

Next: Vital Records 
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Working with Data 

12 



 

American Data 

 State, County, Local 
Archives 

 Genealogical Societies 

 United States census 

 State census 

 Ship Manifests  

 Ellis Island 

 Draft records 

 Passport applications 

 City Directories 

Online Sources 

www.cyndislist.com/u
s/  

www.Ancestry.com  

www.Myheritage.com  

www.findagrave.com/ 

www.stevemorse.org  

www.familysearch.org   
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http://www.cyndislist.com/us/
http://www.cyndislist.com/us/
http://www.ancestry.com/
http://www.myheritage.com/
http://www.findagrave.com/
http://www.stevemorse.org/
http://www.familysearch.org/


 

County 
Data,  

Nashua 
NH 

Will of Robert Rogers,  
d. 30 Dec 1808, 
Greenfield, NH 

Jonathan’s 5X Great 
Grandfather 
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Finding Proulx Ancestry 
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 Knowing Emma’s father’s first name “Etienne” from the 

NH marriage registration was key to breaking through 
the “wall” 

 Another relative found a probable Etienne Proulx, listed 
as one of the children of Antoine Proulx and Felicite Cote. 
Nothing else was found for nearly 15 years. No proof that 
this Etienne had a daughter named Emma 

 Google search “Children of Antoine Proulx and Felicite 
Cote” in 2016 found the following: 
https://gw.geneanet.org/jacquesdespres2?lang=en&pz=jacques&nz=despres&p=fe
licite&n=cote&oc=1  

See slide 40 for complete Proulx descendent chart 

Finding Proulx, cont. 
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https://gw.geneanet.org/jacquesdespres2?lang=en&pz=jacques&nz=despres&p=felicite&n=cote&oc=1
https://gw.geneanet.org/jacquesdespres2?lang=en&pz=jacques&nz=despres&p=felicite&n=cote&oc=1
https://gw.geneanet.org/jacquesdespres2?lang=en&pz=jacques&nz=despres&p=felicite&n=cote&oc=1


 
 Research as much as possible in US records first 

 Try to obtain as much info about names (Anglicized vs. 
Yiddish vs. Hebrew), places in Europe where born, and 
then identify current country Shtetls are located and 
current place names. 

 Find ship manifests to locate family members if possible 
to confirm dates or arrival in US and any variations of 
names. 

 Register with jewishgen.org to research your family in 
Europe or other foreign locations. 

 Check Yad Vashem records of Holocaust victims 
http://yvng.yadvashem.org/  

Jewish Data 
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Girsche Rappaport Hamburg Passenger List 1894.jpg
http://yvng.yadvashem.org/
http://yvng.yadvashem.org/


 
Don’t insist on exact spellings. Realize that American 

names have Yiddish and Hebrew Equivalents. 
Examples: 

Great grandfather, Moses Cederbaum. In Lithuania 
he was Movska Eres, Moishe Erez, etc. 

Grandfather Harris Rappaport, in Lithuania, first 
name could be Tzvi in Hebrew or Girsh, Gersh, 
Hirsch, Hirsh, Gershe in Yiddish. Rappaport could 
be spelled Rapoport, Rappoport, Rapaport, etc. 

Conflicting Data 
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 Place names – Shtetls in Eastern Europe often were 

referred to by their Yiddish name within families. 
E.g.: Anikst is where my grandfather came from. It is 
now called in modern Lithuania as Anyksciai. 

Ages are inconsistent in tax roles and census as ages 
were often reported by a relative giving the info and 
often was wrong. E.g.: Great-Grandfather Moses 
Cederbaum was allegedly 92 when he came to US in 
1920 (born c. 1828). 1897 Lithuanian census said he 
was 55, thus he would have been born c. 1842 
(unlikely). Tombstone says he was born 1832. 

Conflicting Data 
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1920 Passport application of great uncle Joseph Cederbaum, critical info 
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JewishGen – Lithuanian 
Census of 1897 

Town  
Volost  
District  

Gubernia 

Address  
Landowner 

Name Age Father 
Relationship  
Comments 

Born  
Registered  

Living 

Source 

-  
Debeikiai  
Vilkomir  
Kovno 

Leliuny Village  
Karl, son of Osip 
Karanovski 

ERES, Movsha 55 Leizer 

head of 
household  
Blacksmith 

Leliuny  
Svedasai  
Leliuny 

LVIA / 768 / 1 / 
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ERES, Beila-
Ginde 

51 Orel 
wife  
- 

Svedasai  
Svedasai  
Leliuny 

ERES, Keile-
Rokha 

14 Movsha 
daughter  
- 

Leliuny  
Svedasai  
Leliuny 

Other JewishGen data for Rappaport and Erez 

Jonathan’s GGF and GGM, giving their fathers’ names and place name Debeikiai 
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1858 Revision List Anyksciai.xlsx
1858 Revision List Anyksciai.xlsx
1858 Revision List Anyksciai.xlsx
1858 Revision List Anyksciai.xlsx
1858 Revision List Anyksciai.xlsx
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Rappaport Paternal Family Shtetls 
See next slide for details. Lipaja, Latvia, is port city (Libau) family sailed from 
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Ancestor Pedigree Chart 
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Ancestor Fan Chart 
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Ancestor Chart – Family Tree 
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Sample Descendent Chart 
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Descendent 
Reports 

 
 

Recently 
Discovered 

Proulx 
Family 

Ancestry 
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 Use a genealogy software program to record 

and store data, create reports, record sources 
of information, make notes about people and 
events. 

 Roots Magic has become a popular program  
 Versions for Windows and Mac platforms 
 https://www.rootsmagic.com/RootsMagic/ 
 Cost: $29.95. Free download 
 Most genealogy programs can save data as 

“GEDCOM” files and can be opened in 
different programs, so no fear of obsolescence 
 

Let’s explore it for a few minutes! 

Genealogy Software 
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https://www.rootsmagic.com/RootsMagic/
https://www.rootsmagic.com/RootsMagic/


 
National Archives and Records Administration 

(NARA) regional office. 
380 Trapelo Road, Waltham, Massachusetts 02452 

Toll Free Telephone: (866) 406-2379 
Telephone: (781) 663-0144 
Fax: (781) 663-0154 
E-mail: boston.archives@nara.gov  

Monday - Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Has actual archives that can be researched as well as 
exhaustive online resources, subscriptions to various 
genealogical sites 

Other Resources 
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mailto:boston.archives@nara.gov
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 The Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater Boston 

is dedicated to helping people discover and research 
their Jewish family history.  
 JGSGB offers monthly speakers, special interest 

groups, individual help with research and a 
comprehensive beginner’s course.  

 An extensive collection of research materials is 
available at meetings.  

 JGSGB publishes an award-winning journal, Mass-
Pocha. 

 http://jgsgb.org/  

JCSGB 
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http://jgsgb.org/
http://jgsgb.org/


 
Held for 8 Wednesday evenings, March & April, 

2020 

On campus of Hebrew College in Newton, MA 

 Fabulous presentations and opportunity to do your 
own family research with coaching from experts 

 Limited space available for the 2020 course 

Register at register.jgsgb.org. 

Questions? Contact course@jgsgb.org or 866-611-
5698. 
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Introduction to Jewish Genealogy Course 

http://register.jgsgb.org/


 
Most events at 1:30 p.m. at Temple Emanuel, 385 Ward Street, Newton Centre, MA 

 Avraham Groll -What’s New at JewishGen?  

 Feb 9, 2020 @ 1:30 – 3:30 pm 

 Lisa Cooper – A Forgotten Land: Growing Up in the Jewish Pale  

 March 29 @ 1:30 pm - 3:30 pm  

 Jonathan Brent – YIVO’s Rediscovered Archives in Vilna and New York; and 
Spotlight Talk: Elliot Matz – Bringing Jewish Life to Lithuania’s “Sturbridge 
Village”  

 April 26 @ 1:30 pm - 4:30 pm  

 Schelly Talalay Dardashti and Maria Apodaca – Sephardic/Converso Experience: 
History, Migration, DNA and Personal Journeys: One Program in 2 Parts  

 April 30 @ 7:45 pm - 9:30 pm  

 Research Sunday  

 May 3 @ 2:00 pm - 4:30 pm  

 Meredith Hoffman – Demystifying Repositories: Virtual Tours of Local Resources  

 May 31 @ 1:30 pm - 3:30 pm  

 JGSGB Panel: Digital Storytelling: A New Way to Share Your Information  

 June 14 @ 1:30 pm - 3:30 pm  
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Upcoming Workshops 
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Grandfather Harris 

Rappaport’s brother, 
Jacob Rappaport 

Munhall / Mulhall 
research (Maternal ggp) 

Keeping data consistent 

Hitting a BrickWall 

47 Harris Rappaport, 1861-1941 

Jacob Rappaport Family.docx
Patrick Munhall family in 1870 and 1880 Census.docx
Breau Descendant List.pdf


Questions? 
Contact: jonrappi1@gmail.com 
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