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THE STORY OF NOAH  and the ark is a familiar one. 
Noah builds an ark of gopher wood with very exact 
measurements and gathers the animals and his family. 
Surrounded by hostile forces, Noah clings to his belief in 
goodness as he builds the ark, hoping, dreaming of a better 
world. We have an image of Noah and the animals on the ark as 
the storm rages around them. We can also picture the dove, sent 
out in reconnaissance, returning with an olive branch.  The 
floodwaters finally recede and Noah realizes that it's safe to 
disembark. 

One might think that Noah would be a little stir crazy, 
overcome with cabin fever, and would run out of the ark, ready 
to rebuild. 

Not so. God has to request, not once, but twice, for Noah to 
leave the safety of the ark.   Finally, God commands: "Noah, 
Come out of the Ark!" "Tze min ha tevah."

When we consider Noah, we think of his bravery in the face of 
constructing the ark and his courage to stand up to the evil of 
his times.  He acts decisively and without pause.  When faced 
with a post-flood future, Noah is paralyzed.  

A midrash envisions a conversation between God and Noah:

"Noah said to himself  'Since I only entered the ark with 
permission (from God), shall I leave without permission?' The 
Holy One responded to Noah: 'No excuses, Noah! Are you 
looking for permission? In that case, I give you permission! Get 
off the ark!'"

As hard as it was to build the ark, gather the animals and 
survive the flood, the real work came afterward.  Noah knew 
that. No wonder he was afraid. How many of us would have 
wanted to stay aboard as well?

Here we stand, knowing that rebuilding lies before us.  The 
pandemic is certainly not wholly over, but so many hopeful 
indications call us to move forward. We can hear the same call: 
tze min hatevah. It is time to leave the ark. 

It is exciting and also frightening. There may be days when we 
would rather walk back up that gangplank and reboard the 
vessel rather than confront the challenges of a post-pandemic 
world.  

As we, like Noah, stand there in the sunlight, dazed, stunned 
and paralyzed, the words of the Psalmist comfort us, "Free me 
from my dungeon that I may offer gratitude to God for the 
gracious bounty in my midst." Or as poet W.H. Auden wrote, 
"In the prison of his days/Teach the free man how to praise." 
Appreciation and thanksgiving cost nothing and are a firm 
foundation upon which to build. As we take those first tentative 
steps off the ark, may the trauma of the months past give way to 
gratitude that informs whatever may come next. 

B’shalom, 

Rabbi Sarah Mack

TZE MIN HATEVAH: 
IT IS TIME TO LEAVE 
THE ARK

RABBI SARAH MACK'S MESSAGE     
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OVER THE PAST MONTH , Temple Beth-El has been 
busy planning for the end of the fiscal year and creating 
opportunities for the year ahead. In preparation, Temple 
committees including Budget and Finance, Investment, 
Leadership, Medical Advisory and Security and Safety are 
thoughtfully constructing plans to ensure the ongoing success 
of Temple Beth-El. Sisterhood and Brotherhood are lending 
their talents to support the Rabbi Leslie Yale Gutterman 
Religious School and its graduates through fundraising events 
and awarding scholarships to graduating seniors. The Temple’s 
committees related to Benefactors, Membership, Social Justice, 
Transition, and Worship (to name just a few), continue to keep 
us connected to each other to prepare to welcome new clergy 
and members, as well as advocating for important social issues 
affecting our community.  It is the accomplishments of these 
committees and the people's participation in them that pave 
the way for Temple Beth-El’s future. Their collective work and 
the legacy they preserve is at the heart of Temple Beth-El’s 
strength over the last 167 years.

Interestingly, the issue of congregant engagement and increased 
participation is a theme that resurfaces regularly through the 
same questions: “How can we encourage participation on 
committees and engagement in events? What actions are 
necessary to develop lay leadership? How do we ensure the 
Temple’s strength from generation to generation?” Following a 
conversation with Mel Zurier, who was generous with both his 
time and knowledge of our Temple’s history, it was evident to 
me that the success of Temple Beth-El is no accident. It is the 
result of visionary leadership and true dedication to Reform 
traditions that are possible only when each of us embraces our 
responsibility to support this rich legacy. Rabbi Jonathan Sachs 
wrote, “We achieve greatness by handing our values onto the 
next generation and empowering them to go and build the 
future.” I recognize the gifts shared with me in this 
conversation.  In some small measure, I am passing them along 
with a reminder of our duty to continue building this legacy, 
not only through our financial support of the Temple, but also 
through our participation in events and committees. 

Are you wondering how to safeguard Temple Beth-El’s legacy 
to ensure its future? I have some suggestions. Certainly, 
continued financial support of the Temple through our annual 
contributions and fundraising opportunities is critical. The 
power of human capital should not be underestimated. 
Participating in events and becoming involved in a committee 
represent great opportunities to build on the strength of our 
community. If you have a personal interest or expertise, I know 
that we have a committee for you. If you are looking for an 
immediate opportunity to become involved and to lend your 
support to secure the Temple’s future, your presence at the May 
20, 2021, 7 PM Annual Rosalea & Newton Cohn Annual 
Meeting is a great place to start. This special meeting sets the 
tone for the coming year. We vote on the budget and share our 
plans for the coming year with our clergy team. 

I hope you will feel free to contact me to share your interests 
and ideas. Your emails (tglantz@ric.edu) and phone calls 
401.447.8699 are always welcome. I look forward to building 
the future of our Temple together with you. 

To the Future,

Tonya Glantz

Tonya Glantz, President

BUILDING FOR THE 
FUTURE: HOW WILL YOU 
HELP US BUILD

RABBI SARAH MACK'S MESSAGE     PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE     

www.temple-beth-el.org s info@temple-beth-el.org 3



4 www.temple-beth-el.org s info@temple-beth-el.org

פרשת אמור
PARASHAT EMOR
Torah: Leviticus 21:1 - 24:23  
Haftarah: Ezekiel 44:15 - 44:31 
Friday, April 30 
5:30 pm K'tantan Shabbat 
Join us for a worship service especially 
designed for families with very young 
children. 
5:45 pm Kabbalat Shabbat Service 
Saturday, May 1 
9:00 am Torah Study 
10:30 am Shabbat Service & Bat Mitzvah 
of Foster "Ruby" Yates, daughter of Lisa 
Foster and Joshua Yates.ROSH DESH 

פרשת בהר-בחקתי
PARASHAT BEHAR-BECHUKOTAI
Torah: Leviticus 25:1 - 27:34  
Haftarah: Jeremiah 16:19 - 17:14
Friday, May 7  
5:45 pm Kabbalat Shabbat Service 
Saturday, May 8 
9:00 am Shabbat Service

Join us for a participatory Shabbat morning 
worship service. Please contact Kit Haspel 
(katherinehaspel@gmail.com) if you are 
interested in a reading, blessing or chanting 
Torah or Haftorah. We are thrilled that the 
second Shabbat of each month will 
continue to feature Shabbat Morning 
Minyan with lay participation. Mark your 
calendar for May 8, June 12, July 10 and 
August 14. We will be using Mishkan 
Tefilah for Shabbat and Festivals for our 
siddur (prayerbook) and will share a digital 
link during the service. If you would like to 
borrow a hard copy, you are welcome to pick 
one up at the temple office during our 
regular business hours. Please call and let us 
know when you will be coming, to ensure 
everyone’s safety. 
10:30 am Shabbat Service & Bar Mitzvah 
of Jacob Nicolato, son of Cortney & David 
NicolatoS

פרשת במדבר
PARASHAT BAMIDBAR
Torah: Numbers 1:1 - 4:20   
Haftarah: Hosea 2:1 - 2:22
Friday, May 14  
5:45 pm Kabbalat Shabbat Service 
Saturday, May 15  
9:00 am Torah Study  
10:30 am Shabbat Service &                 
Bar Mitzvah of Elias Woda, son of 
Rachel Mersky Woda & Craig Woda 

שבועות
SHAVUOT
Sunday, May 16  
7:00 pm Confirmation Service

פרשת נשא
PARASHAT NASO
Torah:  Numbers 4:21 - 7:89  
Haftarah:  Judges 13:2 - 13:25
Friday, May 21  
5:45 pm Kabbalat Shabbat Service 
Saturday, May 22 
9:00 am Torah Study 
10:30 am Shabbat Service &                 
Bat Mitzvah of Annabel Herzlinger, 
daughter of Julie & Michael Herzlinger 

פרשת בהעלתך
PARASHAT B'HAALOT'CHA
Torah:  Numbers 8:1 - 12:16  
Haftarah:  Zechariah 2:14 - 4:7
Friday, May 28  
5:45 pm Kabbalat Shabbat Service 
Saturday, May 29  
9:00 am Torah Study  
10:30 am Shabbat Service &                 
Bar Mitzvah of Julian Deaner, son of 
Amanda & Joshua Deaner 

פרשת שלח
PARASHAT SH’LACH L'CHA
Torah:  Numbers 13:1 - 15:41  
Haftarah: Joshua 2:1 - 2:24
Friday, June 4 
5:45 pm Kabbalat Shabbat Service 
Saturday, June 5 
9:00 am Torah Study  
10:30 am Shabbat Service &                 
Bar Mitzvah of Jacob Himelfarb, son of 
Dina & Michael Himelfarb 

WORSHIP

ROSH HODESH SIVAN 

Rosh Hodesh, the start of each Hebrew month, 
when the new crescent moon appears in the sky, is a 
time for celebration and reflection, bringing with it 
hope, light and promise, growth and fulfillment, 
not only for the moon, but for us.  Rosh Hodesh 
Sivan is Wednesday, May 12.  Look for the new 
moon on Tuesday night, May 11!  Jewish tradition 
teaches that the Israelites received the Torah at 
Mount Sinai on the 6th of Sivan (the day we 
celebrate Shavuot). Keep your eye on the night sky 
to see what the moon looked like on that historic 
night (May 16 this year), and consider how you 
receive the gift of Torah in your life nearly 3000 
years later!

.

4

SHAVUOT
MAY 17, 2021
The festival of Shavuot celebrates the giving of the 
Torah at Mount Sinai and encourages us to 
embrace the Torah’s teachings and be inspired by 
the wisdom Jewish tradition has to offer.

Shavuot is the Hebrew word for “weeks,” and the 
holiday occurs seven weeks after Passover. Shavuot, 
like many other Jewish holidays, began as an 
ancient agricultural festival that marked the end of 
the spring barley harvest and the beginning of the 
summer wheat harvest. In ancient times, Shavuot 
was a pilgrimage festival during which Israelites 
brought crop offerings to the Temple in Jerusalem. 
Today, it is a celebration of Torah, education, and 
the choice to participate actively in Jewish life.
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EXECUTIVE DIREC TOR      

AS I  WRITE THIS,  we are all 
praying and hoping that the vaccines 
will end the pandemic sooner rather 
than later, allowing us to envision a 
new, exciting Temple Beth-El. 

We want and need you, our members, 
to fill this wondrous building with 
love, laughter and learning. Many 
members of our community have 
already come forward to volunteer 
their time and skills, as this is the 

perfect moment to get involved. 

Right now we are limited in the events and programming that 
we can offer, making this the ideal time to plan, dream, and 
give structure to future ideas. It is a perfect time to add your 
name, and talent to a committee, board, or an event. 

Many people have asked me, “What can I do?” I suggest they 
match their skill set and interests to something that is 
happening at TBE. The blessing of being a member is that 
there truly is something for everyone.

Although our meeting hall and sanctuary have lain dormant 
for so long, we can now see light at the end of the tunnel. We 
have events to plan, including speakers, musicians, authors, 
philosophers and wonderful lecturers to bring to our 
community. There are golf tournaments, celebrations, 

fundraisers, festivals, plays, and concerts. There are visiting 
rabbis and cantors to invite, religious celebrations and Torah 
studies to experience. The sky is the limit, and we want your 
input.

Share that light at the end of the tunnel, and let me know your 
ideas and talent within our community. Let's take the time to 
reflect, plan and organize. Let us hear from you!  Together, we 
will fulfill TBE’s mission now and in a post-pandemic world: 
embrace Jewish life through lifelong learning, spiritual growth, 
and community engagement.

It has been truly inspiring to witness our Temple community 
come together and continue to offer caring, educational, and 
spiritual services to all, despite the enormous challenges the 
pandemic has presented.  As we enjoy spring, I wish for us all 
to continue to be healthy and able to celebrate the good times 
together.  

L’shalom.

Judy L. Moseley       
JMoseley@temple-beth-el.org

Judy Moseley, Executive Director

EXCITING TIME TO BE A MEMBER OF 
TEMPLE BETH-EL

Shabbat Under The StarsShabbat Under The Stars

Join us as we gather together on the Julie Claire Gutterman Biblical Garden patio to greet 
Shabbat with song and stories!

We will also celebrate summer birthdays and enjoy special summer treats following the service!

Friday, July 16, 2021-7:00 PM
Friday, August 20, 2021

Prospective & TBE Member Picnic-5:30 PM 
Service-7:00 PM

Friday, June 18, 2021-7:00 PM

5
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DEVELOPMENT ARTICLEUPCOMING EVENTSRABBI PRESTON NEIMEISER

PRESTON NEIMEISER  grew up in Tallahassee, Florida as 
the only Jew many of his classmates had ever met. 

So they asked questions.

“At a very young age, I became a spokesperson for something I 
didn’t necessarily understand,” he says with a smile during a 
recent video chat. This led him to seek answers at his synagogue, 
Tallahassee’s Temple Israel, to feel “intellectual humility” and to 
love learning.

And now, at age 27, it leads him to become Assistant Rabbi at 
Providence’s Temple Beth-El, starting July 1.

Rabbi Neimeiser (pronounced NEE-my-zer) sports a shaggy 
beard and a ready laugh.  He sprinkles his comments with 
Hebrew phrases and the occasional “Baruch Hashem,” the 
blessing of God more often invoked by Orthodox Jews. 

The wording, he says, is a sign of his adaptability. -- He also is 
known to speak with a Southern accent or in Buddhist terms, 
depending with whom he’s been speaking recently.

The beard is longer than usual now, because of the pandemic. 
But he always wears one. “Because I’m so young, it gives many 
people the picture they’re looking for when you say ‘rabbi.’ … 

“I feel I have many important things to say, and I don’t want 
them to get lost because of the way I look.”

(You can find several of his sermons, lesson plans and other 
writings on his website, prestondneimeiser.com.)

As a boy, Neimeiser faced dyslexia. 

“I could barely read English,” he says. “Hebrew did not come 
easily to me.”

But, he says, he was also lucky. Most men in his family have 
dyslexia, so they had experience working with it. 

He did more than become fluent in English and Hebrew. He 
also has a working knowledge of Aramaic -- the language used in 
the Bible’s books of Ezra and Daniel -- and is beginning to learn  
Arabic.

He credits his teachers with guiding him through multiple 
degrees: a bachelor’s in psychology from Florida State 
University; a master’s in Hebrew literature from Hebrew Union 
College-Jewish Institute of Religion in New York; and 
ordination this May from the college, where he also won a 
sermon-writing award.

“I hope it’s made me a more patient teacher,” he says of his 
dyslexia. “I know what it’s like to struggle.” 

Young Preston also faced the challenge of his parents’ divorce, 
when he was 8. His father was a labor activist, his mother a 
litigator active in the labor movement. When they broke up, he 
says, he found his “chosen family” at his synagogue -- “a place 
where I could escape the drama that was playing out in my 
family…”

“At a time when I needed a place to be, they welcomed me with 
open arms.”

He became a music and Hebrew teacher at the synagogue, as 
well as a regional vice president of NFTY, the Reform Jewish 
Youth Movement. In fact, it was through NFTY that he first 
met Victoria Litman, a regional vice president from northern 
Virginia who would go on to a divinity degree of her own, and 
then to New York Law School. 

FINDING JOY AS A RABBI
Preston Neimeiser prepares to join 
Temple Beth-El clergy team

By Alan Rosenberg
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“When we met, she wouldn’t give me the time of day,” he 
recalls. But years later, while he was studying in Israel, she 
stayed in his New York apartment. When he returned, “as a 
token of appreciation, we met for coffee in Central Park. From 
there, it was quite a love story.”

They will be married May 25. And though she plans to attend 
Washington’s Georgetown University for a master’s degree in 
tax law starting this fall, he says much of her work can be done 
online, so they will be able to live together.

During his years in rabbinical school, Neimeiser continued to 
teach at New York area synagogues, as well as being a High 
Holy Day service leader at the University of Central Florida 
Hillel, in Orlando; a group leader and song leader for NFTY in 
Israel, Poland and the Czech Republic and an organizer for 
human-rights groups.

He also has been a student rabbi since August, 2018 at 
Congregation B’Nai Israel in High Point, North Carolina. 

“It’s quite the commute,” he says with a chuckle.

The 40-family congregation meets once a month. Neimesier 
used to fly there, but the pandemic -- and the college’s resulting 
safety rules -- put an end to that. 

For a while, he says, he kept in touch by phoning several 
members each day. But the group continued to meet, and he 
decided it was “irresponsible” not to be there with them. 

So he took to driving to North Carolina for Shabbat, nine 
hours in each direction -- 18 hours on the road out of 48.

No wonder the High Point members love him.

“Y’all got a winner, I can tell you that right now!” drawls 
Howard Dumont, B’Nai Israel’s vice president of religious 
affairs.

Only two student rabbis have ever been invited back twice at 
B’Nai Israel, Dumont said. Neimeser is one of them.

“On Friday night, people wanted him to do the service at a 
good speed,” Dumont recalled, “because they were waiting for 
his sermon.”

The sermon would combine commentary on the week’s Torah 
portion and current events. At the Oneg that followed, 
Dumont said, while the congregants had dessert, Neimeiser 
never got a chance to eat. He was too busy answering questions. 

And when he had said a misheberach -- the prayer that asks for 
healing -- for a specific member, “the following week you could 
count on him to call the person and check on them.”

Temple Beth-El’s search committee was headed by Rabbi 
Sarah Mack and former Temple Beth-El President Rob 
Stolzman. They found Neimeiser the standout in an 
outstanding field of candidates.

“The warmth of his presence is what we wanted for Temple 
Beth-El,” says Rabbi Mack. “And that came through loud and 
clear.”

There were several things she was looking for, she says. 
“Someone who could round out our team. Someone who could 
hit the ground running. Someone who could learn and grow, 
engage as a team player, and serve Temple Beth-El well.”

And, she adds with a laugh, at 6 foot 3, Neimeiser “adds about 
six inches of height to the average of the Beth-El team.”

Stolzman was looking for similar things, as well as “intellectual 
curiosity and the J-factor” -- how easily each candidate moved 
between human kindness and the teaching of Jewish thought. 

And one thing more: “joyfulness. A light, happy touch.”

Neimeiser says he chose Temple Beth-El because of the search 
committee’s “incredible warmth that just reminded me of home 
… Warmth, and a feeling of love and pride in the community. I 
don’t know how anyone wouldn’t want to be here.

“And,” he says with a laugh, “maybe the coffee milk sold me a 
little bit, too.” The committee had sent him a package of Rhode 
Island products, including coffee syrup and Del’s mix.

More seriously, he says, he’s aware of the heritage of excellent 
rabbis at Temple Beth-El. “I am humbled by the greatness of the 
ones who came before me.”

And what else would he like people to know?

“I love to laugh and to sing,” he says. “I find a lot of joy in life.”

“And I hope to share that joy.”

Alan Rosenberg is a former executive editor of The Providence 
Journal who now helps nonprofits tell their stories. Reach him at 
AlanRosenbergRI@gmail.com. 
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WE E X TEND OUR HE ARTFELT THANK S to those of 
you who support Sisterhood throughout the year. We are especially 
grateful to those within Sisterhood and our broader Temple 
community who arrived via Zoom for our virtual Song & Story 
Night, “In Your Own Voice.” By press time, we hadn’t tallied up the 
donations from our largest fundraiser of the year. However, we will 
be sure to share with you how much we raised to benefit the Rhode 
Island Community Food Bank and the Rabbi Leslie Yale 
Gutterman Religious School.

Thank you for the robust conversations we have shared this year 
over Zoom with our Joanne Forman Film Festival, Reading Circle, 
rock painting, Sisterhood meetings, and artists’ tours. Now, as we’re 
beginning to see real light at the end of the pandemic tunnel, we 
look forward to the days when we can all gather in person and enjoy 
small talk and chit chatting about our daily lives and engage in 
meaningful face-to-face conversations.

At this time when the youth in our Temple community are juggling 
college acceptances and choices about where to go next, we remind 
you that Sisterhood has a rolling admissions policy. We’re always 
accepting new members. Please join online at                             
https://www.temple-beth-el.org/community-2/sisterhood/ or send 
a check payable to “Sisterhood of Temple Beth-El” to the Temple.

Like our Facebook page, “The Sisterhood of Temple Beth-El.” If 
you’d like to be added to our email list, please contact us at 
tbesisterhood70@gmail.com.

PANDEMIC COOKBOOK

Your recipe submissions to our COVID Cookbook are due by    
May 1. We know you want the recipes that got your family through 
the past year to land in this cookbook, so please submit them! Find 
our Recipe Submission Form at                                                                 
http://temple-beth-el-prov.org/Recipesubmission and on our 
Facebook page. Complete that form and email your recipes to 
TBEsisterscook@gmail.com. Sisterhood members may submit up to 
three recipes for free. For non-Sisterhood members, it’s $18 to 
submit up to three recipes.

 V IRTUAL E VENTS/DATES TO REMEMBER

If you need Zoom links for the following events, please call Temple 
at 401.331.6070 or email us at tbesisterhood70@gmail.com.

Wednesday, May 12, at 6:30 PM: Sisterhood Board installation. 
Please join us as we recognize outgoing officers and board members 
and install our incoming officers and board.

Monday, May 24, 2021, at 7:30 PM: Reading Circle, “Separation 
Anxiety,” by Laura Zigman. We also added another book for this 
month: “The Liar's Dictionary,” by Eley Williams. 

Thursday, June 10, at 7 PM: Betsy Shimberg will be our special 
guest for this annual Rosh Chodesh evening of conversation, 
dinner, and friendship. Betsy will be presenting  Providence: Many 
Stories. Providence: Many Stories presents demographic and 
statistical data about our magnificent capital city, Providence, RI. 
We will reflect on the data provided and consider how together we 
might tell a richer and more complex story about Providence than 
data alone offer.

SISTERHOOD THANKS YOU
SISTERHOOD

Alma TaubElaine Sandy Cheryl Greenfield Rabbi Gavi Ruit

Amy Gaddes Laura Zeisler Roberta Lamb Joie & Zach Magnone

Tonya Glantz Steven Dulude Cantor Judy Seplowin Rabbi Sarah Mack

SONG & STORY NIGHT

www.temple-beth-el.org s info@temple-beth-el.org8 www.temple-beth-el.org s info@temple-beth-el.org
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BROTHERHOOD
BROTHERHOOD TACKLES SPRING
ON SUNDAY, APRIL 11,  DR. JAMES MCDONALD  of 
the RI Department of Health highlighted the Herbert Wagner 
Memorial Zoom Forum. Dr. McDonald gave us a topical 
presentation on the COVID-19 pandemic in Rhode Island and where 
we stand right now. He handled all our participants' questions and 
provided some hopeful answers.  In case you missed it, you can view 
the Forum on the Temple's website.
Our next Zoom event is our College Scholarship Presentation and 
the 98th Annual Meeting of the Brotherhood, where our new 
Officers will be professionally installed on April 25 at 7 PM by our 
very own Rob Stolzman:
Elliott Pritikin – President
VP Activities – Barry Schiff
VP Membership – Howard Goldberg
VP Fundraising – Neil Benharris
Treasurer – John Catania
Secretary – Jeffrey Schwartz
Brotherhood is very grateful for our donors' generosity; the Irwin 
Chase College Scholarship Fund, the Pearle W. and Martin M. 
Silverstein/Gertrude N. and Seebert J. Goldowsky/Helene and 
Bertram Bernhardt Foundations. Congratulations to the three very 

deserving applicants our scholarship committee has selected; Elijah 
Davis, Ella Glantz, and Aaron Landry. Contact Judy Moseley or go to 
http://temple-beth-el-prov.org/BrotherhoodAnnMtg to register for 
the Zoom link.
Membership VP Mark Helman continues to remind you that it's 
never too late to join Brotherhood. If you have misplaced your 
Membership Letter, e-mail Mark Helman (m-helman@cox.net) and 
he will get one to you.
Due to COVID restrictions, we have put our Charles Lindenbaum 
Person of the Year award on hold. Our award recipient, Fred 
Franklin, will be like a fine-aged wine when we can finally toast him.
A Temple tradition close to Brotherhood's heart is daily Minyan.  
Started on November 7, 1955 by Rabbi Braude and members of the 
Brotherhood, it stands as one of the ONLY daily Minyans performed 
by a Reform congregation in the U.S. We urge you, not only to attend 
as much as you can (on Zoom now, hopefully in person later), but 
also to volunteer as a Minyan reader. Feel free to e-mail Lynn 
Rakatansky (lynnrak@gmail.com) or call the Temple office.
We urge all Temple men to get personally involved with 
Brotherhood. If you are interested, do not hesitate to contact our 
President, Elliott Pritikin (epritikin@teknorapex.com) or Activities 
Vice President, Barry Schiff (seal11@aol.com).

www.temple-beth-el.org s info@temple-beth-el.org www.temple-beth-el.org s info@temple-beth-el.org 9
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BROTHERHOOD
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SOCIAL JUSTICE

WE HAVE HAD ONGOING COMMUNICATION 
WITH DAVID VELIZ  of the RI Interfaith Coalition to Reduce 
Poverty,  Linda Katz from the Economic Progress Institute, and 
Stephanie Hague from the Jewish Alliance about legislative 
advocacy regarding childhood hunger. A small group of 
congregants submitted written testimony in support of changes to 
the  RI Works program that will help lift families out of deep 
poverty. This legislation seeks to increase the RI Works monthly 
cash benefit from $554 to $915 for a family of 3. The benefit has 
n0t been adjusted for inf lation in 30 years and ranks lowest among 
the New England states at $6/person/day. The yearly $100 
clothing allowance (currently limited to children above age 3) 
would apply to all children in the family. For future economic 
security, the RI Works law would be amended, enabling parents to 

go to CCRI for two years and allowing parents to keep the RI 
Works benefit for six months once they get a job.
If you are interested in joining the Campaign to Lift Families Out 
of Deep Poverty, you may complete the form at                       
https://actionnetwork.org/forms/sign-up-to-our-campaign-to-lift-
families-out-of-deep-poverty?source=email&&                                     
to learn how you can take action. You’ll receive e-mails from the 
Campaign about opportunities to testify in support of the bills, 
contact your state legislators and other easy steps to help the 
lowest-income children in our state. If you have follow-up 
questions upon completing the form, or would like more 
information about the Campaign or to tell us how you can help, 
please contact Linda Katz at lkatz@economicprogressri.org.
Let’s work together to improve the lives of our children in RI.

Campaign to Lift Families Out of Deep Poverty

TBE’S PRIDE TEAM  is thrilled to invite the entire congregation 
and friends to our annual PRIDE SHABBAT on Friday, June 11, 2021 
at 5:45 PM. This will be a Zoom event.

Our keynote speaker will be the Rev. Dr. Donnie Anderson.  Raised in 
Cranston, Rhode Island, Dr. Anderson is an ordained minister, 
educator, counselor and social justice activist who lives in the 
Elmhurst neighborhood of Providence.  She currently serves as the 
interim minister for the Pilgrim United Church of Christ in New 
Bedford, MA. After over six dark decades of confusion, fear, and 
dysphoria, she revealed to her family and everyone else, that she is 
transgender. She is involved in several social justice organizations in 
Rhode Island and currently serves as co-chair of the Rhode Island 
Commission on Prejudice and Bias, co-chair of the State Advisory 
Committee to the United States Commission on Civil Rights and was 
recently elected to the Executive Committee of the Rhode Island 
Democratic Women’s Caucus.  Nationally, Anderson serves on the 
board of the Association of Welcoming and Affirming Baptists, is a 
member of the Coalition to Transform Advanced Care Interfaith 
Working Group and is one of the co-facilitators of the Jewish/
Christian Dialogue sponsored by the National Council of Synagogues 
and the National Council of Churches.

In addition to Rev. Dr. Anderson, congregation members will read 
pride-related liturgy throughout the evening.

Last, but certainly not least, the Pride Team would  like to demystify 
the “alphabet soup” (LGBTQIA) that is widely used and often taken 
for granted. The team agrees that this congregation and our Shofar 
would be a safe space to do so. 

One thing to keep in mind as you read the definitions, is that just as 
our religious texts are living and breathing, so are these definitions. 
They are constantly changing to describe and to be more inclusive of 
the ways in which queer people move through the world. As our 
congregation seeks to recognize all gender(s) and sexualities, we also 
recognize that language is limiting. These definitions are in no way a 
culmination of the lived queer experience. I hope they are helpful in 
our congregation's journey toward a more inclusive, accepting, and 
ultimately loving world for all people. 

The definitions were provided by the Human Rights Campaign and 
are available at https://www.temple-beth-el.org/prideteam.

PLEASE JOIN US!!!!

Respectfully,

Jodi Glass & Jay Potter, PRIDE Team co-chairs

Pride Shabbat & Demystifying "Alphabet Soup" (LGBTQIA)
tbe pride team
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Part 1: Panel Discussion: Black Lives Matter--Contours of a Contemporary Social Movement
Part 2: Black Lives Matter in our Temple Communities (date and details TBA) 
Part 3: Living our Values: Racial Justice and our Congregations (date and details TBA)

PART 1: Black Lives Matter - PANEL DISCUSSION:
CONTOURS OF A CONTEMPORARY SOCIAL MOVEMENT

Monday, May 24 at 7 PM (on Zoom)
This event is free and open to the community.

Pre-registration is required (http://temple-beth-el-prov.org/BlackLivesMatterPanel)

Panel Participants:
Yolanda Savage-Narva (she/her)  is the director of Racial Equity, Diversity, and 
Inclusion (RED) for the Union for Reform Judaism
Lewis R. Gordon is Professor and Head of the Philosophy Department at UCONN-
Storrs
Marco McWilliams is an Associate Director of Education and Training at The 
Center for Reconciliation

For more details on the panel go to: 
http://temple-beth-el-prov.org/BlackLiveMattersPaneldetail

Presented by the Racial Justice Committee at Temple Beth-El, in partnership with: 
The Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode Island, The Board of Rabbis of Greater Rhode 
Island, Congregation Beth Sholom, Mitzvah Matzos, The Jewish Day School of RI, 
Temple Emanu-El

AND JEWISH COMMUNITY 
OBLIGATIONS:  

ALLYSHIP WITH NOT FREE TO DESIST

Join us for a three-part series on
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RLYG RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
THE LAST DAY OF THE RABBI LESLIE YALE 
GUT TERMAN RELIGIOUS SCHOOL fell on the 35th  Day of 
the Omer, completing the fifth of the seven weeks we count between 
Passover and Shavuot. Each week has its own theme, and each day of 
that week teaches us a value related to that theme. So on the 35th day, we 
learn about Malchut she’b’Hod – the nobility of humility.

This is particularly fitting when we reflect on the incredible work of our 
faculty during this past year. Throughout this year of distanced learning, 
our teachers created a space where our children experienced learning 
that was truly joyful, uniquely communal and very accessible. While it 
didn’t always have the same energy we typically felt on Sunday mornings 
at Temple and it wasn’t always easy to have the same kind of activities, 
our teachers embodied the values they imparted to their students: loving 
kindness, courage, gratitude…all with the greatest sense of humility.

Recently, a colleague shared a blog post titled “Jewish Educators Can 
Save us All, We Just Have to Let Them.” In it she writes, “Kids will love 
being Jewish when Jewish adults show them what it means to feel special 
and valued every day…We need to have faith that children who feel loved 
at synagogue will grow up to be adults who are drawn to places where 
Jewish learning and living happen. We trust that they will find joy in the 
ebb and flow of Jewish holidays, that they will find comfort in Jewish 
spaces when they are in need, that they will approach the possibility of 
raising a Jewish family with excitement, and that they will feel confident 
that when they find a life partner in whom their soul delights, we will 
welcome them into our fold with open arms.”

We are so grateful to the 5781 Faculty of the Rabbi Leslie Yale 
Gutterman Religious School for making our children feel special and 
valued, and for creating a space for them to experience Jewish learning 
and living, even at a distance.
PreK – Claire Miller & Gabby Raviv 
Kindergarten – Rachel Sklar
1st Grade – Lily Wilson
2nd Grade – Amy Gaddes
3rd Grade – Arianna Price
4th Grade – Batia Friedman-Shaw
5th Grade – Dale Weber
6th Grade – Claire Miller
7th Grade – Sienna Lotenberg
Confirmation – Brian Franklin
8th-12th Grades – Or Cohen, Brian Franklin & Carl Shulman
Song Leaders – Charlie Saperstein & Danny Silverston
Small Group Hebrew Coordinator – Joie Magnone
B’nei Mitzvah Tutor – Paula Bodo
Small Group Hebrew Teachers -
 Justin Dower  Arianna Price
 Shannon Kochanek Samantha Reback
 Marisa Kranz  Carl Shulman
 Sienna Lotenberg  Lily Wilson
 Claire Miller

In my letter of intent to apply to become a NFTY 
Northeast Regional Board member, I closed with the 
phrase, “Thank you NFTY Northeast, for opening 
my eyes.” Three years ago as an 8th grader, I was 
convinced to attend my first NFTY event primarily 
by Kenzie Freedman. I could not fathom the impact 
NFTY would have on my life, nor the fact that the 
pair of us would have the opportunity to serve as 

Regional Board members together this upcoming year. Early in my 
NFTY experience, I had a feeling that I would apply for regional 
leadership, given the chance. I was, however, aware that life and 
direction can change at a moment's notice, so when asked if I would run 
my answer was always, “Maybe.” This year, life changed in an instant. All 
NFTY events were moved online, and fewer teens enrolled in NFTY 
programming. Formerly close NFTY friends suddenly felt distant. Now, 
more than ever, it is important to sustain and nurture a community 
where Jewish teens can grow, feel comfortable, make lasting friendships, 
and learn about themselves. Having been elected to serve on next year’s 
NFTY Northeast Regional Board, it’s my mission to foster an 
environment where young, shy, Jewish teens–like 14-year-old me– can 
find a second home.

-Alexander Orth

Being elected onto NFTY NE regional board was 
such an amazing experience and I can’t wait to see 
what the next year on board holds! For the last year 
all of our events have been virtual, so the election 
process was through our computer screens. It has been 
incredible how the NFTY community was able to 
come together through these crazy, unimaginable 
times. When I log on to our virtual weekend events, I 

just know that there is an entire community that is there for me no 
matter what, even though we can’t physically be together. They also 
know that I will be there for them no questions asked.

The group elected as the next regional board is a group of ten 
wonderful, fun, loving, hard-working people. I truly cannot wait to start 
working with them to shape a year of exciting events, memories, 
togetherness and community. This next year will be an incredible 
adventure and I can’t wait to see what’s in store!

-Kenzie Freedman

ALEXANDER ORTH AND KENZIE FREEDMAN
ELECTED TO NFTY NORTHEAST REGIONAL BOARD
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B'NAI B'RITH YOUTH ORGANIZATION (BBYO)                  
NEW ENGLAND REGION
AT TENDS VIRTUAL INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 

BY JACK ELICE WRIT TEN FOR BBYO NER
ON THE WEEKEND OF FEB 13 , over 2,000 Jewish teens in 
grades eight through 12 met on a virtual platform to participate in 
BBYO International Convention 2021. Forty-three of those teens came 
from BBYO New England Region, made up of Rhode Island, Greater 
Massachusetts and Southern New Hampshire.

The convention consisted of numerous opportunities to get to know Jewish 
teens from around the world, along with appearances by famous guest 
speakers who had different messages to share. Some of these speakers included 
NBA Hall of Famer Grant Hill, with a discussion about social justice, 
“Unorthodox” actor Amit Rahav and his meaningful experience playing a 
character (Yanky Shapiro) who was much more invested in Judaism than him, 

and Rebel Wilson discussing body positivity and her experience playing a Nazi in “Jojo Rabbit,” a Holocaust movie. Other speakers included 
Pete Davidson, chef Michael Solomonov, Kesha, Israeli basketball star Deni Avdija, Israeli singer Netta Barzilai and the honorable Doug 
Jones. The convention also included numerous Jewish experiences such as Shabbat services, discussions with Holocaust survivors and 
rabbi-led conversations on a variety of topics. In short, there was something everyone could enjoy at this convention!

I didn’t really know what to expect having my first international convention be virtual, but the final product was extremely impressive. I was 
able to meet so many people from all around the world, and I made many new friends. The speakers were all very interesting and diverse in 
the topics they shared. I did not go to a single program, service or 
experience of any kind that I did not thoroughly enjoy during the 
entire weekend. 

Although this was my first IC, I had decided I wanted to help to 
lead the experience. I was lucky enough to be chosen as a commu-
nity-building captain, one of six teens from around the country 
who would spearhead the “virtual roommate” experience. In the 
planning of the convention, I became very close with the others 
who had my position, to the point they are some of my closest 
friends now.

BBYO has so much to offer, and I believe it’s an opportunity that 
Jewish teens would not want to miss out on. With over 20,000 
members from over 50 countries, BBYO is the largest pluralistic 
Jewish youth group in the world. It is a place for people to meet 
and bond with Jewish eighth through 12th graders from around the 
world, to explore and strengthen their Jewish identity and to gain 
leadership skills. For me, it has become a major part of my life and 
has given me some of my greatest memories while helping me become my best self.

Jack Elice is a Temple Beth-El member (Son of Shari & Craig Elice) and BBYO New England Region member and regional vice president of 
Judaism, community service and Israel experiences.

This article was published on JewishBoston.com
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Join us in our ohel moed (tent of meeting) for Pre-Shabbat 
community and conversation 

with Rabbi Mack and Cantor Seplowin
May 7, 14, 21 and 28, 11 AM to Noon

Enjoy some iced coff ee, iced tea and a Buns Bakery treat.
Pre-registration and Contact Tracing Registration required.

Limit attendance of 50 guests

Registration links:

May 7:  http://temple-beth-el-prov.org/May7UndertheTent
May 14: http://temple-beth-el-prov.org/May14UndertheTent
May 21: http://temple-beth-el-prov.org/May21UndertheTent
May 28: http://temple-beth-el-prov.org/May28UndertheTent
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TEMPLE BETH-EL

AAuugguusstt  99,,  22002211  
1111tthh  AAnnnnuuaall  GGoollff  

aanndd  
TTeennnniiss  TToouurrnnaammeennttss

KKiirrkkbbrraaee  CCoouunnttrryy  CClluubb,,  LLiinnccoollnn,,  RRII

GOLF TOURNAMENT 
TENNIS

PICKLEBALL
LUNCH

COCKTAILS & DINNER
We look forward to gathering in person for a round of golf, a day of tennis or pickleball 

Boxed lunch, cocktails and dinner for participants
Online auction featuring fantastic items begins July 15  

Proceeds benefit the Rabbi Leslie Yale Gutterman Religious School Scholarship Fund

FFoorr  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  oonn  ssppoonnssoorrsshhiipp  ooppppoorrttuunniittiieess  oorr  ttoo  rreeggiisstteerr  aass  aa  ggoollffeerr,,  tteennnniiss  oorr  ppiicckklleebbaallll  ppllaayyeerr  
CCoonnttaacctt  RRuubbyy  SShhaallaannsskkyy  rrsshhaallaannsskkyy@@tteemmppllee--bbeetthh--eell..oorrgg  oorr  440011--333311--66007700  xx  111100

DEVELOPMENT

WE ARE DELIGHTED THAT GOLFERS, TENNIS AND PICKLEBALL PLAYERS can be 
together in person on Monday, August 9, at Kirkbrae Country Club in Lincoln, RI. Our auction will once 
again be online, going live July 15, closing on August 2. If you love good food, drink, golf outings and outdoor 
activities, you will want to peruse the dozens of items available. You’ll find lots to bid on! As of this writing, 
we are grateful to the following generous sponsors of this year’s event: The Brickle Group, Bazar & 
Associates, The Egis Group, Louis Goldman, Providence Diamond, Washington Trust Wealth 
Management and WorkforceRI. More sponsors are in the works. Thanks, too, to the many who have 
become tee sign sponsors. Please contact Ruby (401.331.6070 x 110 or rshalansky@temple-el.org, if you wish to 
become a sponsor, purchase a tee sign, or play golf, tennis and/or pickleball. Your gift and bids on auction 
items will benefit the Rabbi Leslie Yale Gutterman Religious School Scholarship Fund.  

Ruby Shalansky, Development Director



Join us in our ohel moed (tent of meeting) for Pre-Shabbat 
community and conversation 

with Rabbi Mack and Cantor Seplowin
May 7, 14, 21 and 28, 11 AM to Noon

Enjoy some iced coff ee, iced tea and a Buns Bakery treat.
Pre-registration and Contact Tracing Registration required.

Limit attendance of 50 guests

Registration links:

May 7:  http://temple-beth-el-prov.org/May7UndertheTent
May 14: http://temple-beth-el-prov.org/May14UndertheTent
May 21: http://temple-beth-el-prov.org/May21UndertheTent
May 28: http://temple-beth-el-prov.org/May28UndertheTent

166th Rosalea E. and Newton B. Cohn

Annual Meeting of Temple Beth-El
Thursday, May 20, 2021

7:00 PM

Hosts: Judy and John Moseley in honor of Judy’s 
10 years as Executive Director of Temple Beth-El

Elections, Budget Presentation, and Review the Year

Zoom 
Register in advance for this meeting:

http://temple-beth-el-prov.org/TBEANNUALMEETING

UPCOMING EVENTS
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tbe pride 
shabbat 

June 11
5:45 PM (Zoom)

TBE’S PRIDE TEAM is thrilled to invite the entire congregation and 
friends to our annual pride shabbat!

Keynote Speaker: Reverend Dr. Donnie Anderson
Rev. Dr. Anderson is an ordained minister, educator, counselor and social justice activist who lives in the 
Elmhurst neighborhood of Providence, RI and is currently serving as the interim minister for the Pilgrim 
United Church of Christ in New Bedford, MA. 
After over 6 dark decades of confusion, fear, and dysphoria she revealed to her family and everyone that she is 
transgender.
In addition to Rev. Dr. Anderson, the congregation members will read Pride-related liturgy throughout the 
evening.
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Temple Beth-El
Wednesday, June 23, 2021 

1– 5 PM
70 Orchard Avenue 

Providence

DONATIONS BY APPOINTMENT!

(walk-ins only accepted if safe spacing permits at time of arrival)

www.ribc.org/drives to book

Sponsor Code 0047

Help Someone Else

Give Blood

It is Safe to Donate!

www.ribc.org/safety

Eat, hydrate, bring identification with you.

www.temple-beth-el.org s info@temple-beth-el.org www.temple-beth-el.org s info@temple-beth-el.org 17
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RUBY YATES May 1, 2021

Parents: Lisa Foster and  Joshua Yates
School:  Gordon School, Grade 7
I can’t remember a time when Temple Beth-El wasn’t part of my life. It has been a 
place of happiness for all, with friendship and learning everywhere.  Becoming a 
Bat Mitzvah is something that I have been looking forward to my whole life.  It 
signifies recognition as an adult in the Jewish community.  Judaism has helped me 
build relationships with my peers, my teachers, and has helped me find my place in 
the world and be part of something much bigger than the individual.  I am so 
grateful for the opportunity to be part of the community at Temple Beth-El and 
become a Bat Mitzvah with everyone there by my side. 

B'NEI MITZVAH 

JACOB NICOLATO May 8, 2021

Parents: Cortney and David Nicolato

School: Wickford Middle School, Grade 7

 I value what this process has provided me. I have learned more about my faith and what I value 

most in this world. I strive to give back to my community, to make our world a better place and 

bring happiness to others. Becoming a Bar Mitzvah means accepting more responsibility in my 

Jewish and traditional life. I look forward to getting involved more in our Temple community 

and in Judaism as well.

ELIAS WODA May 15, 2021

Parents: Rachel Mersky Woda and Craig Woda

School: Nathan Bishop Middle School, Grade 7

 I am excited to become a Bar Mitzvah because this is a big stop along the way in my Jewish 

journey.  Being a teenager now, I’m old enough to know what being Jewish really means but 

there’s lots more to learn.
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JULIAN DEANER May 29, 2021

Parents: Amanda and Joshua Deaner

School:  Nathan Bishop Middle School, Grade 7

 Becoming a Bar Mitzvah to me means becoming more of a part of the Jewish Community and 

participating in more holidays and attending more services. I am glad that all of the preparations 

I have made to become a Bar Mitzvah will finally be used. I feel honored to become a Jewish man 

and carry out my family’s legacy.

JACOB HIMELFARB June 5, 2021

Parents: Dina and Michael Himelfarb

School:  Wheeler School, Grade 7

Becoming a Bar Mitzvah means that I am becoming a more mature person in the eyes of others 

and that I am becoming more of an adult than I was before I started to study my Torah portion 

and prayers. I believe that my hard work, concentration on my prayers and Jewish history have led 

to this important moment in my life. Torah has taught me that I can persevere through things I 

would have thought were unreachable before.  

 

ANNABEL HERZLINGER May 22, 2021

Parents: Julie and Michael Herzlinger

School:  Gordon School, Grade 7
I’m excited to see my family and celebrate this Jewish milestone together.  This year has been very 
hard for everyone and I know that lots of my family coming to visit for my Bat Mitzvah will be a 
highlight of the pandemic.
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ARTWORK DONATION

In loving memory of

DR. EDWARD &      
JUDITH SPINDELL        
from Their children

BOTVIN & DRESS FAMILY SCHOLARSHIP FUND

In memory of

DR. ARNOLD RITCHMAN    
GLADYS JACOBER      
JOY & ROBERT DAVIDOWITZ’S father 

 from Lisa & Michael Schreiber

CANTOR DISCRETIONARY FUND

In appreciation of

CANTOR JUDITH SEPLOWIN     
from Amy Matthews & Tom McConnell

CANTOR JUDITH SEPLOWIN     
from Jacqueline Paolino

CANTOR JUDITH SEPLOWIN     
from Lesley Nan & Robert Haberman

In memory of

SALLY FRANKLIN RABINE     
STAN SMITH       
BERNIE LEVINE      
from Jill & James Tobak

ALAN M. BLAKE      
from Pat & Mel Blake 

CEMETERY BEAUTIFICATION FUND

In memory of

JIM FUOCO       
from Ruby Shalansky 
       
CHARLOTTE SIMON KENNER FUND

In memory of

ROSELYN KENNER       
FLORENCE FRIEDMAN     
HAROLD KENNER      
from Martin Kenner

DOROTHY EMERS FINKELMAN FUND

In memory of

BERNICE GERSTEIN       
GEORGE FINKELMAN      
DOROTHY FINKELMAN     
from Carol & Gerald Finkelman

FAY GOLDSTEIN MEMORIAL FUND

In memory of

FAY GOLDSTEIN      
from Dale Damewood & Brent Goldstein

FAY GOLDSTEIN         
from Elaine & Burton Goldstein

FOOD DRIVE FUND

In memory of

DONALD STANLEY HOROWITZ    
from Milton Goldsamt

GENERAL ENDOWMENT FUND
In memory of

DONALD HOROWITZ     
from Linda Parker

DONALD HOROWITZ      
from Ada Winsten

GLADYS JACOBER     
from Bonnie & Donald Dwares

DR. MELVIN HOFFMAN       
from Elaine Hoffman

JEROME CORWIN       
from Robert Corwin

GENERAL OPERATING FUND

In honor of

JUDY GOLDBERG'S special birthday     
from Judy & John Moseley

LARRY H. FRIEDMAN FAMILY FUND

In memory of

LARRY FRIEDMAN, my dear cousin     
from Maxine Richman

MICHAEL S. ROBERTS FUND

In memory of

HAROLD S. ROBERTS, dear father     
MICHAEL ROBERTS, dear brother   
from Francey Nathan

RABBI GUTTERMAN DISCRETIONARY FUND

In memory of

YETTA BERGER, grandmother     
from Dr. David Snyder

MALVERN (MAL) ROSS, beloved husband    
from Eleanor Ross

DONORS  MARCH 2021
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MARVIN TESLER      
from Joyce Tesler

RABBI LESLIE YALE GUTTERMAN RELIGIOUS 
SCHOOL ENDOWMENT FUND

In memory of

LEO ECKMAN      
from Rosanne & Barry Dana

JUDITH KAY SPINDELL      
from Jill & James Tobak

RABBI LESLIE YALE GUTTERMAN RELIGIOUS 
SCHOOL FUND

In honor of

JANICE & JORDAN RICE'S 66th anniversary    
from Joanne & Shelly Summer

In memory of

GLADYS JACOBER     
from Joanne & Shelly Summer

Speedy recovery to

MIKE RUBINSTEIN      
from Joanne & Shelly Summer 

RABBI MACK DISCRETIONARY FUND

In appreciation of

RABBI SARAH MACK,       
from Amy Matthews & Tom McConnell

RABBI SARAH MACK      
from Emily Webber

RABBI SARAH MACK     
from Jacqueline Paolino

RABBI SARAH MACK     
from Fred Franklin

TONYA GLANTZ, for taking me to my second vaccination 
from Joanna Katsune

TONYA GLANTZ     
from Joanna Katsune

In honor of

RABBI SARAH MACK, becoming Senior Rabbi   
from Jill & James Tobak

REMEMBRANCE FUND

In memory of

OUR PARENTS & GRANDPARENTS   
MY BROTHER & NEPHEW     
from Lesley Nan & Robert Haberman

JEANETTE SPITZ      
ANNE WEISS       
from Elaine & Howard Weiss

ROBERT HOCHBERG MINYAN FUND

In appreciation of

LYNN RAKATANSKY, who so beautifully leads Daily Minyan  
from Jill & James Tobak

In memory of

LENORE GRAY RAKATANSKY    
from Jill & James Tobak

MATILDA ZWETCHKENBAUM    
from Morrisa & Joseph Zwetchkenbaum

SUSAN LIPSEY, sister      
from Ada Winsten 

MILTON STANZLER      
from Selma Stanzler

RUTH L. COHEN NEW MEMBER FUND

In memory of

HAROLD L. COHEN       
from Anonymous

SOCIAL ACTION FUND

In memory of

SHERRY ROYALL      
from Jill & James Tobak
       
GLADYS JACOBER     
from Ina & Bernard Wasserman

DAVID LITCHMAN, father-in-law       
FLORENCE MELNIK, mother    
from Judith Litchman

WILLIAM G. BRAUDE LIBRARY FUND

In memory of

ANITA SOLOMON      
NORMAN SHACK        
from Jill & James Tobak

CAROL SLOVIN, mother     
from Debra & David Larivee

RUTH SILVERMAN       
from Ellen & Mark Silverman

EVELYN SHATKIN, beloved mother    
EDWARD BERGMAN, grandfather   
from Susan Shatkin & Jo Anne Shatkin
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M
IN OUR FAMILY

YIZKOR ELOHIM
The sympathy of the congregation  
is extended to the families of

LOIS FAIN 
5 Iyar 5781/April 17, 2021

IN MEMORIAM

IN MEMORIAM
The congregation notes with sorrow  
the passing of

SAVELY KUPERMAN
Father of Ana Kuperman

LEA VAN LEEUWEN RIZACK
Mother of Tina Rizack

EDMUND JORDAN SILVERMAN
Brother of Lois Cohen
Uncle of Rick Cohen
 
MORIS TCATH
Father of Pamela Schiff

IN MEMORIAM

HONOR THY NAME 
PLAQUES
Honor Thy Name Plaques continue to provide 
members with an opportunity to remember a loved 
one or to honor someone dear. Inscribed plaques 
are affixed to a seat of your choice in either the 
Rosalie and Norman Fain Sanctuary or the Herman 
L. Bennett Chapel. Donations to establish a plaque 
enhance the Temple’s endowment.

The following plaques have been inscribed:

ARLENE H. BERROL    
  By Arlene H. Berrol

A BLESSING ON YOUR HEAD  
MAZAL TOV, MAZAL TOV!
Katie Cielinski and Aaron Regunberg on the birth of their son, Asa 
Raphael Regunberg, on March 25, 2021.

Kaitlin and Greg Demaria on the birth of their son, Ezra Drew, on 
April 2, 2021.

Sarah Arntsen and Osvaldo Marti on the birth of their son, Tatum 
Luis Arntsen Marti, on March 12, 2021.

Gene Sidor and Ellen Sanchez-Scocca were married in Hollis, NH.

Lauren and Sam Zurier on the engagement of their daughter, Rachel, 
to Dan Fishman. 

Jill and John Spohn on the engagement of their daughter, Clara, to 
Bruce Lofgren.

WELCOME/B’RUCHIM HABAIM
Let us welcome to the TBE Family: 

Yvette Koch, Michael, Su'anu, Joaquin and Maisa Siegel of 
Cranston, RI

Anna Kuperman, Ruben and Adrian Castillo-Kuperman of 
Providence, RI

Sarah Arntsen, Osvaldo and Tatum Luis Arntsen Marti of 

Cranston, RI

IN OUR FAMILY

MILESTONE ANNIVERSARIES  
& BIRTHDAYS
We are pleased to honor members who are celebrating their 100th 
birthday, and beyond, as well as anniversaries of those who are celebrat-
ing their milestone anniversaries and 50-plus celebrations..

MAY ANNIVERSARIES
JOIE and ZACHARY MAGNONE 10 years

JENNIFER and RICHARD ROTH 10 years

MONICA and ARNOLD BAUMAN 15 years

LYNDA  and JASON GOLDITCH 15 years 

MARILYN and GLENN SHEALEY 20 years

LISA and MAX GUARINO 25 years

PAMELA and BARRY SCHIFF 30 years

SUSAN and DAVID KERTZER 51 years

ELAINE and ROBERT SANDY 52 years

LESLEY NAN and ROBERT HABERMAN 53 years

ELAINE and HOWARD WEISS 62 years

REVA and MILTON LEWIS 66 years
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M
IN MEMORIAM ABOUT TEMPLE BE TH-EL IN MEMORIAM

Because of REGULATIONS 
PROTECTING PATIENT 
PRIVACY, hospitals no longer 
provide patient lists. If you 
would like to receive a visit 
from the Cantor or Rabbis, 
please inform the Temple 
Office, (401) 331-6070.

STAFF
Executive Director

JUDY MOSELEY 
ext 105 
jmoseley@temple-beth-el.org
Controller

STEVEN DULUDE 
ext 104 
sdulude@temple-beth-el.org

Director of Youth & Family 
Engagement

RACHEL MERSKY WODA 
ext 107 
rmerskywoda@temple-beth-el.org

Youth & Family Engagement 
Coordinator

CARL SHULMAN 
ext 101 
cshulman@temple-beth-el.org

Development Director

RUBY SHALANSKY 
ext 110 
rshalansky@temple-beth-el.org
Assistant to the 

Executive Director/Accounts 

Receivable 
KIM CAMPBELL 
ext 109 
kcampbell@temple-beth-el.org

Front Office Administrator 
JENNIFER THOMAS 
ext 100 
jthomas@temple-beth-el.org 
Administrative Assistant to the 

Clergy 
JUDITH GILSON 
ext 113 
jgilson@temple-beth-el.org
Social Media Coordinator 
JOIE MAGNONE 
jmagnone@temple-beth-el.org

Building Manager 
GEORGE HETU 
ext 119 
ghetu@temple-beth-el.org
Facilities/Cemetery Manager 
JEROME JOHNSON
ext 119 
Facilities/Cemetery 
FRANK MARTIN 
ext 119
Facilities 
PHILLIP MARTIN 
ext 119 

CLERGY
Senior Rabbi 

SARAH E. MACK 
ext 106 
rabbimack@temple-beth-el.org

Rabbi Emeritus 

LESLIE Y. GUTTERMAN 
ext 112 
rabbigutterman@temple-beth-el.org

Cantor

JUDITH A. SEPLOWIN 
ext 118 
jseplowin@temple-beth-el.org

70 Orchard Avenue 
Providence, RI  02906-5402

Office: (401) 331-6070 
Fax: (401) 331-8068

www.temple-beth-el.org

info@temple-beth-el.org

HONORARY TRUSTEES
DAVID B. CASTEN*
JOSEPH A. CHAZAN*
CARL FELDMAN*
JUDGE RICHARD J. ISRAEL*
KENNETH KIRSCH*

    
LEE KRASNER*
NAN LEVINE
FREDERICK LEVINGER
SUSANN MARK*
MELVIN ZURIER*

*HONORARY PAST PRESIDENT 

TRUSTEES

LEADERSHIP 2020–2021 Officers and Members of the Board of Trustees

TRUSTEES
NEIL BENHARRIS 
LILLIANE BIRCH 
RICHARD BLANK
SUZANNE BORSTEIN  
JOHN CATANIA 
RICK COHEN
TERRI FINKELSTEIN 
CAROL FORMAN 
BRIAN FRANKLIN
FRED FRANKLIN 
HOWARD GOLDBERG 
BRUCE GOLDSTEIN
DANIEL GOLDSTEIN 

AVIS GUNTHER-ROSENBERG 
KEN HAMBURGER
MARK HELMAN 
JANE LINDEN 
ALAN MOSKOFF
AMY ORTH 
XANDER ORTH 
ROBERT OSTER 
ANDREW PALAN
ELLIOTT PRITIKIN 
ROBERT SANDY 
GEOFFREY SCHNIRMAN
MINDY STONE

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
President

TONYA GLANTZ 
President@temple-beth-el.org
Vice President, Operations

STUART FELDMAN 
VP Operations@temple-beth-el.org
Vice President,  

Planning & Development 

BETSY SHIMBERG 
VPPlanning & Development 
@temple-beth-el.org
Vice President, 

Fundraising, Community 

Relations & Programs

DEAN WEINBERG 
VPCommunityRelations & 
Programs@temple-beth-el.org
Vice President, 

Worship Practices  

& Lifelong Learning

GAIL SOLOMON 
VPLifelongLearning&Worship 
@temple-beth-el.org
Treasurer

ELLIS WALDMAN 
Treasurer@temple-beth-el.org
Secretary

JUDITH LABOSSIERE 
Secretary@temple-beth-el.org
Past President

ROBERT STOLZMAN 
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TEMPLE BE TH-EL 
Congregation Sons of Israel and David

70 Orchard Avenue
Providence, RI 02906-5402

Return Service Requested

UPCOMING EVENTS

PRE-SHABBAT COMMUNITY AND CONVERSATION    
Fridays, May 7, 14, 21 &28,  11:00 AM

SHAVUOT/CONFIRMATION         
Sunday, May 16,  7:00 PM

166TH ROSALEA E. AND NEWTON B. COHN       
TEMPLE BETH-EL ANNUAL MEETING       
Thursday, May 20,  7:00 PM

BLACK LIVES MATTER - PANEL DISCUSSION:
CONTOURS OF A CONTEMPORARY SOCIAL MOVEMENT  
Monday, May 24,  7:00 PM

Non-Profit Org.
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HAROLD A. WINSTEAD CHARITABLE TRUST IN HIS MEMORY
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